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PRELUDE

European sparse settlement of the local district dates from 1838, however the pastoral tranquility was shattered at the end of August 1851 with the discovery of that treasured metal, gold, and the origins of the Ballarat Old Colonists Association can be traced back to that period.

Ballarat  was founded on that gold discovery and a massive influx of people, eager with hopes of sudden richness occurred, and soon the local landscape was transformed and disfigured. In order to appreciate that transformation it is fortunate that we are left a legacy of descriptions of early Ballarat which highlight the contrast of the landscape before, and after the discovery of gold.

The publication 'Ballarat and Vicinity' was perhaps a little eloquent with its description.  'Winding in and out amongst the shapely wattle trees, which singly and in groups dotted the bosom of the plain, ran a lovely stream of pure water, truly a 'silver thread amongst the gold', forming a connecting link between large deep waterholes as yet unsullied by the yellow debris from the miner's dish and cradle. This stream (the Yarrowee) had its fountain head in the cool translucent springs of Brown Hill and Warrenheip.....' and after gold, '.... while the crystal depths of the silvery Yarrowee gave back no more the reflex of the bright blue sky or face of humble shepherd, but bore in sluggish silence the gold tinged mud of neighbouring excavations...'

The two contrasts of the Yarrowee were also highlighted in the publication, 'Australia's First Century' which was produced in 1889. It described the Yarrowee creek as, 'once a limpid mountain stream, known as the river Leigh, rushing down from the hills amidst rocks and ferns, creepers and mosses, but now  a huge gutter, well boarded over into which the drainage of a city and town is emptied.' Whilst early Ballarat historian Withers informs us that 'the kangaroos leaped unharmed down the ranges, and fed upon the green slopes and flats where the  Yarrowee rolled its clear water along its winding course down the valley.'

The Yarrowee creek was itself described in 1851 as being a clear running creek three to four yards wide, with wide grassy alluvial flats. The description of the Yarrowee as a 'river' may have been a little kind, it has variously also been described as the 'rivulet Yarrowee' and 'the little river that ran through the Ballarat diggings'.

The discovery of gold altered the tranquility of the Yarrowee, and introduced pollution. The 'green banks of the Yarrowee were lined with tubs and cradles, its clear waters were changed to liquid yellow as the yellowest Tiber flood, and its banks grew to be long shoals of tailings.'

A tent city soon sprang into existance and the Victorian Government acted quickly sending Commissioners within weeks, to collect the dreaded gold license fee.

The Gold Commissioners were very prominent on the early diggings. The 'obnoxious' gold license fee began and by the 24th September 1851 one hundred and sixty had been taken out. The first local one issued read, 'Victoria Gold License, 21st September 1851. No... The bearer ...... , having paid to me the sum of fifteen shillings on account of the Territorial Revenue, I hereby license him to dig, search for, and remove gold on and from the district of Buninyong and Loddon, as I shall assign to him for that purpose, during the month of September 1851. The quantity of ground allowed is eight feet square. The license to be produced when demanded by me, or any other person acting under the authority of the Government.  F.C. Doveton,  Commissioner.

The extent of the influx was obvious. There was immediate resentment to the license but the demand grossly exceeded the mere eighty eight printed licenses which had been brought from Melbourne and prior to fresh supplies on the 6th October about 1,300 had to be handwritten.

On the 23rd September, Lieutenant Lydiard and twelve troopers were despatched to the diggings. 'Victoria & Its Metropolis continues, 'Matters at Ballarat therefore, had barely begun to turn out prosperous when up rode two commissioners, Armstrong and Doveton, to issue licenses and collect the fees, and lest there should be any mistake as to the intentions of Government, there also came Captain Pulteney Dana, with eight or ten black troopers, carbines slung, sabres jangling. The commissioners pitched their tent on the brow of a little hill behind the Golden Point, and the troopers camped close by.'

Initially the alluvial gold was found close to the surface and was easily obtained by the lucky prospectors.  Not all gold was conveyed by the Government Gold Escort but in the last three months of 1851 it carried over 30,000 ounces, and in the rich early alluvial days one party took out 600 ounces (approx. 17kg) in six days work. Another party recovered 1080 ounces (30kg) in six hours, and after 56 hours 2940 ounces (83kg.). Bert Strange in his history of Ballarat detailed the 'Jewellers Shops'at the junction of the Canadian and Prince Regent leads.

'The 'Blacksmiths Hole', a claim only 24 feet (7.4m) square yielded one ton of gold. In August 1853 the shafts reached the bedrock at the junction of the two leads at a depth of ninety feet, and entered a stratum of almost pure gold, which when broken, fell into a mass of gold dust and nuggets. It was estimated that in some sections the yield was up to 500 oz. (14kg) per foot.'

With the influx of miners after the discovery of gold, and the transformation of the pastoral area into a highly populated gold field there was a requirement for a surveyed town.

Government surveyor William S. Urquhart who had been the  District Surveyor since December 1845 was at Burrumbeet and on the 3rd December 1851 he received his instructions to proceed to Ballarat. On the 11th he camped at Yuille's Swamp, and then had to select the most suitable area for the township, and the present location was solely his decision. His choice was not the area east of the Yarrowee where the miners had chosen, but the grassy plateau which looked down apon the creek.

Ballarat was the first gold town that Urquhart had surveyed, although that year he had already laid out Malmsbury, Carlsruhe, Sunbury and Woodend. At Ballarat he worked in the field until the 26th December, and the plans he then prepared were dated the 17th January 1852. He stated in 1880, 'Ballarat was the first Gold fields Town surveyed by me in Victoria, and was always my favourite. Commanding a fine position, a bracing fine climate equal to any in the Colony, about 1400 feet (430m) above sea level, with rich lands on all sides, in some places second to none in Victoria....'

Urquhart's survey consisted mainly of a grid of cross streets, being the east west running streets of Dana, Sturt and Mair Streets and the north south streets of Lydiard, Armstrong and Doveton Streets. The main street was three chains in width and the others two. Urquhart used aboriginal names for features of the landscape, he named 'Yarrowee' and 'Wendouree' together with other features, and then moved on to survey Castlemaine, and Sandhurst (Bendigo).

In naming the streets of his newly surveyed township of Ballarat Urquhart selected the names of Government officials. The surnames are familiar of F.C. Doveton, and David Armstrong who were Gold Commissioners and C.J.P. Lydiard who was a Lieutenant of the Mounted Police, having joined on the 1st July 1851 and resigned on the 31st August 1860. Sturt Street was named after the brother of the famed explorer and Dana was a soldier and policeman who established the native police corps as mounted police rather than trackers. Dana died at the age of only thirty two from pneumonia contracted as a result of severe exposure whilst searching for bushrangers whilst Mair was a soldier and civil servant who lived for almost a century.

A number of rich gold bearing leads were located. In July 1852 the Commissioners' Camp at Golden Point was relocated to the plateau and situated in the present Camp Street area. The position was ideally situated on high ground as it looked down apon the the junction of the two main leads in the diggings on the flat. The Government Camp as it became was bounded by Sturt, Lydiard, Mair and Camp Streets, Camp street running on the diagonal and interescting with Mair at Greville Street. The present day Camp Street dog leg was not added until the 1860's.

The camp stood in splendid isolation and a miner at the time recollected 'I well remember climbing the green mound to the group of tents called the Camp, where I paid for my licence.' The Camp was however no better equipped than at Golden Point, the ramshackle guard-house and stable had been carted across and were the only 'permanent' buildings. Because of the lack of facilities prisoners were shackled to a tree until a log lock up was erected.

The police were supported by military pensioners, some fifty of whom were on the camp. They were old and worn out men who had been discharged from various regiments in Van Diemen's Land, but feeble as they were the Victorian Government was glad to have them, for what they were worth. Illicit alcohol was a problem beset by both them and the police. Originally there was no licensed hotel on the Ballarat goldfield, the closest being at Buninyong, 10 kms towards Geelong, which encouraged local sly grog.

The Beginnings

The names of some of our early gold seeking arrivals are now synonymous with the history of this City.  James Oddie, often termed the ‘Father of Ballarat’ arrived within days of the discovery of gold, as did  Thomas Bath and George Howe and Francis Herring.

Early Ballarat historian W.B. Withers recorded that Howe & Herring  ‘jumped’ a claim of Oddie’s and proceeded to take 37lbs weight of gold out of the ground.

Thomas Bath developed the first ‘significant’ (but  naïve) building on Ballarat when he opened  the ‘Ballarat Inn’ in June 1853. It became known as Bath’s hotel, and  was later purchased by Walter Craig, the present Craigs Royal hotel evolving on the same site.  Only months later Howe and Herring established Ballarat’s second licensed hotel, the ‘George Inn’ in Lydiard Street opposite the Government Camp on the site of the present George Hotel.   James Oddie became the  Chairman of the first municipal council in 1856.

On the 24th August 1867 the Ballarat ‘Star’ newspaper reported, ‘Tomorrow week it will be sixteen years since the first band of gold seekers opened Golden Point and led the way for the creation of this large and populous, and beautiful city. Of that original band of pioneers there still remains perhaps less than half a score, and we understand that it is the intention of Mr James Oddie, one of the most successful of the whole band, to invite the others to a celebration of the sixteenth anniversary of their lucky adventure.  As the day falls on a Sunday we believe that Monday, the 2nd September, will be chosen for the celebration.’

The same edition carried an advertisememt ‘ Gold Discovery Golden Point, Ballarat 1851.

Any of the small band of diggers present at the Golden Point on the First of September, 1851, will oblige by communicating with the undersigned, with a view to a Re-union, in commemoration of the discovery of the first paying gold field in Victoria.  James Oddie, Dana street, Ballarat.’

Oddie’s statement that Ballarat was the ‘first paying gold field in Victoria’ caused controversy when ‘Blue Shirt’ wrote at length to the ‘Letters to the Editor’ claiming that  Anderson’s Creek  took that honour. He concluded, ‘as one of the original claimholders on the Golden Point, should a re-union of the pioneers take place, I would suggest that the event be celebrated by a soiree and public meeting in the largest building obtainable, and that the profits derivable therefrom be offered as a premium for the best prize essay on the history of Ballarat.’

We are given an insight into proceedings. ‘ Mr James Oddie J.P., who was the first chairman of the municipality of Ballarat, was one of those earliest pioneers, and he and several other of the adventurers of the time celebrated the anniversary of their enterprise on the 2nd September just passed.  The first was the anniversary day, but that fell on Sunday, and Mr Oddie having invited his co-adventurers to his house on the 2nd , they made decorously merry over the comparison of old notes with the new scenes, of the days of cradles, tents, and boots well pipe-clayed were talked over.’  The gathering was not large, as the pioneers present were listed as,  Mr & Mrs Oddie, Mr & Mrs T. Bath, Messrs Chalmers, Woodward, Turner & Penhalluriack, all of Ballarat, and Mr Paterson, of Geelong.

The article concluded, ‘We understand that it is the intention of the host to make the re-union an annual one, and to enlarge the scheme of  celebration. Long may the pioneers live, and merry and wise be their meetings.’

The editorial of the Ballarat ‘Star’ on Monday the 26th August 1872 began, ‘The Pioneers of Ballarat are to gather together to-day at a banquet in the Alfred Hall to celebrate the twenty-first anniversary of the opening of this gold-field. That is to say, Ballarat attains its majority as on this day, and makes merry.’ The editorial concluded, ‘ Our very decided opinion is , that the Pioneers know their own business passably well, and we expect that if any particular scheme of action for the future be devised, as it will not be entertained unless it be practical, and then the Pioneers will know how to make it a success, as they knew how to found this great city,  and in the main to build it up in all its present glory.’

THE FIRST GRAND GATHERING

The ‘Star’ reported ‘A gifted non-pioneer  suggests that the Old Pioneers should not appear in evening costume at the Pioneers banquet, but should array themselves in the jumpers,  shirts, and yellow breeches of the real old times. The idea is a brilliant one, but we fear its realisation will  be too difficult  to compass, and that any essay that way would result in mere stage get-ups that would be far more ludicrous than picturesque.’

The first great gathering of the pioneers of Ballarat took place under the auspices of the Ballarat Pioneers Association. The tickets were available from Mr Oddies office only during the day  and every pioneer who attended the banquet had the priviledge of admitting a lady friend to the gallery.

The event, which celebrated the 21st anniversary of 'the rocking of the first gold cradle in Ballarat', was held at the Alfred Hall which had been decorated with flags, mottos, flowers, and green boughs. William Withers' report in the Ballarat 'Star' stated, 'There never has been so large a public dinner in Ballarat as this of the Ballarat pioneers. When the Duke of Edinburgh was feted in the same hall some 252 guests assembled, but on this occasion of the gathering of the pioneers 439 guests sat down, and many were excluded because they had not obtained tickets in time.

Lady friends of pioneers were there, and from all parts of the district and colony there came men gray with the gathered years, and with memories full of the times that can never come back again.

The men who found Golden Point were represented by Woodward and Warren, Adams, the 'father of Buninyong' was there, George Innes, 'King of the Splitters' was there. Oddie, Bath, and others of the 1851 days were there. Mrs Bath was there, and it was one of the events of the day that that lady was formally invested by the president with a laurel wreath in token of her being the first woman who braved the first then unknown dangers and hardships of the new goldfields. The investiture was accompanied by a chaste presidential embrace and the ringing cheers of the large assembly.'

Apologies included James Esmond, the Clunes discoverer of gold,  the Hon. Duncan Gillies,  and Commissioner  David Armstrong,  gold commissioner on Golden Point in 1851.

Robert Lewis, who was described as 'rubicund and jolly' was for many years one of the foremost of the public men in Ballarat, and was said to be in every movement for the good of the town and district, was the president. With regard to the embrace of Mrs Bath, withers commented, Lewis 'was an old batchelor, and the official accolade, if the term may be allowed, with which he greeted the heroine of the day lost none of its value, let us hope, on account of the inveterate celibacy of the performer.' The two vice-presidents were James Oddie and John Basson Humffray.

Some time prior to the function the pioneers had held several  meetings, when some of the old Golden Pointers and some later comers met to drink, and smoke, and chat over the old days, 'to foster the spirit of old chumism'. They formed themselves into the Ballarat Pioneers Association, with W.M. Cox acting as honorary secretary and some of the still well remembered names included Humffray, Oddie, and H.R. Nicholls. It was suggested that there should be a members roll, and subscriptions, and Withers proposed that there should also be the basis of a relief organisation, but a pioneers roll was about all that eventuated.

It was a book of parchment in which the autographs of the pioneers were entered, the signatures being grouped according to their date of arrival on the goldfield. The first group were the pioneers of and before the year 1851, and so on down to the year of 1855, which was regarded as the close of the pioneer period. That year was fixed on as being the opening of a new political era by the advent of the new political constitution of the colony.

The roll had six columns headed, Name, native land, arrived in Australia, arrived in Ballarat district, where first dug for gold, and present residence. The first three autographs were those of old Golden Pointers, Woodward, Warren, and Oddie, in that order. The oldest colonists entered were William B. Smith, known as 'Nuggett Smith', an old police officer, who arrived in 1829, John T. Cheale, who arrived in 1830, and S. Livingstone Learmonth, who arrived in 1835. This association,  had banquets and picincs and genrally had a jolly old time but only lasted a few years.

‘Letters to the Editor’ was  a great forum for debate and topical issues in these years and ‘Fifty-one’ , relating to the year of his arrival, wrote  regarding the fact that a public meeting had been held several years earlier to form some kind of mutual association, where it had been said that among other things the wealthy pioneers would assist their less fortunate brethren.  ‘A Pioneer of ‘51’ replied with similar sentiments.

The 15th December 1875 was the day of the joint picnic of Old Pioneers and Old Bendigonians at Carisbrook.  It was expected that about 150 persons would leave the Ballarat railway station  on the special train at 8.45am whilst the Old Bendigonians were to depart from Sandhurst at 7.30am, as they had further to travel. The band was to leave Sturt Street in time for the starting of the train.

The joint Pioneers  Picnic took place at Linton’s paddock, about a mile and a half from the Carisbrook  station, Carisbrook being chosen because it was about mid way between both cities, and a picnic was chosen in preference to a dinner as the wives and children of the  old identities could share in the enjoyment of the day.  Ellis’ band, brought from Ballarat livened up proceedings despite the unfortunate weather and besides dancing there was croquet whilst some participated in a lively game of rounders.  They returned about 10pm.

February 1877 highlighted the ‘pioneers’ love of cricket, those intending to play to be on the Oval at half past twelve o’clock punctually.  The newspaper listed a ‘who’s who’ of local identities intending to play including James Oddie, J.T. Sleep, H.R. Caselli,  Henry Cuthbert, C.W. Sherrard, F.M. Claxton,  D. Brophy,  H.R. Nicholls, William Bailey, Thos. Bath, W.C. Smith, R.M. Serjeant  and many more important to our origins.  A dinner was to be held in the pavilion  after the match. The ‘Star’ reported the following day,  ‘Almost all of the old identities of Ballarat assembled on Thursday afternoon at the Eastern Oval, the occasion being the Old Pioneers’ cricket match..

There were about twenty a side, the first to bat totalling 138, Chalk the Captain scored 38 and Serjeant 36, whilst eleven of their counterparts ‘showing their opponents the way in which to make duck eggs.’  The opposition were  all out for 35,  coincidently with eleven ‘duck eggs’ also.  The day included much laughter and frivolity , ‘old times’ being discussed and about seventy of the Old Pioneers sat down to an excellent dinner.

June 1879 saw saw an excursion of the old identities to Sandhurst,  the two special trains departing Ballarat at 7am and 7.10am, and travelling via Maryborough and Castlemaine.  The following day the paper reported, thanks to  modern technology, the telegraph, that they could report on the Old Pioneers Excursion. Two trains, each of nine carriages conveyed about one thousand passengers, on a long trip because the excursionists did not arrive until shortly before 1pm. Great hospitality was displayed, the party were driven to their hotels accompanied by a band of music and in the evening  a very pleasant ball was held in the Masonic Hall. The following day consisted of sightseeing before a late afternoon departure for home. The early rivalry of the two cities had now been replaced by regular visits to both cities by their old identities and a little while later a party of Old Bendigonians came to Ballarat and were banquetted at Craigs hotel by the Old Pioneers. As the years passed the parchment passed to James Oddie, who had been president of the Association, but gradually the Association died.

In 1882 James Oddie and his delight for gathering old identities together to remember Ballarat early years was evident again when in May the newspaper reported, About 130 Old Identities assembled at a  conversazione  at the City Hall last evening. The company assembled at the invitation of Mr James Oddie, J.P. who takes a great interest in all things appertaining  to the olden days. Mr Thomas Bath, J.P., occupied the chair.’  The  report continued regarding the speeches having reference to period of gold discovery, the price then ruling for provisions and the hardships faced by the diggers. The Ballarat of old  was

contrasted with the prosperous City and Town of the present day ‘and all present took to themselves the honour of having  been instrumental in developing so important a centre as represented by the City and Town of Ballarat.’ Those who were ‘qualified’ to attend were the pioneers of  1851 and 1852.

In early 1883 it was reported, ‘A number of gentlemen present at the banquet given to Mr R.M. Serjeant last night, after the proceedings terminated met in a private room and entered into a conversation regarding the early days of the goldfields, and on the suggestion of Mr A.T. Morrison, it was unanimously decided to form an  Old Identities Association.’  Mayor Claxton was appointed Chairman,  A.T. Morrison, secretary,  and George Smith, treasurer.  Enrolled members included such prominent old identities as T. Bath, D. Brophy,  H.R. Caselli,  J.N. Wilson,  D. Ham, E. Morey, R.M. Serjeant,  F.W. Niven, James Oddie,  R.. Lewis, J.A. Chalk,  W. Bailey, W.B. Withers and James Coghlan.  Among the first undertakings of the Association was to be the erection  of a memorial on the spot where gold was first found in Ballarat,  to beautify Scobie’s grave,  and to fix memorials on the site of the first two huts erected on the diggings. The Association also proposed  to gather records for the preservation of the early history of Ballarat.

‘It was  decided at a meeting of the Original Identities held at the Royal Don hotel, on Thursday, 23rd August  (Mr Warren in the chair pro tem), that an executive committee of nine members be appointed to draw out a deed of association, to be placed before the meeting  to be held on Thursday 30th Auugust. ‘

At the meeting on the 30th it  was resolved  that the name or title of the Association  be called  ‘The Victorian Gold Discoverers of the years 1851 and 52’, that the great and the primary object of the association ‘is to help one and other , to relieve and attend to the sick, to assist those in distress,  and in case of death  to see  that they are respectably  buried, the Association bearing the expense (providing there are no funds left by our departed  member), and to follow the said members to their last resting place.’ The subscription was to be six pence each week  from each member,  paid every fourth week.

The ‘Star’ editorial  of the 7th September 1883 commented’ The proposal to establish ‘The Society of Victorian Gold Discoverers of the years 1851 and 1852’ deserves a word of favourable comment. The ‘old identity’ movement has done no good, beyond bringing a few of the goldfields pioneers together, to tell each other what fine fellows they have been, and still are, and to drown the sentiment in champagne and other liquors. All this is very nice, we assume, to the well to–do pioneers of 1851-2, but nothing substantial has resulted from it  to those pioneers whom Victoria has not been so kindly to since they came to seek their fortunes.’  The editorial, with respect  to the proposed objects concluded, ‘ it seems to us that a society having this charitable and praiseworthy design ought to go ahead and flourish.’

Bagshaw's writing academy was the scene of the next meeting, labelled ‘Ballarat Old Identities Association’ by the newspaper,  on the 27th September, at which John N. Bryson was elected the first president, Brooksbank and Butler, vice presidents, and W.F. Osbourne as secretary and collector at a salary of five shillings per week. Bagshaws, at  29 Mair Street was also the venue for the October meeting, referred to as ‘The old identities of 1851 and ‘52’,  ‘which was well attended by the old founders of this city and town.’ It was carried that the Association  should include those who were here in ’53 and ’54 , or up to the time that the Eureka Stockade took place.

The Association had its November meeting in one of the rooms attached to the Alfred Hall  and at this point it was successfully and permanently established. ‘After some debate and reminiscences of olden times, the meeting broke up, having spent a very pleasant two hours amid old faces. It is hoped that all old identities who have the welfare of their fellow old chums at heart, who may be in sickness or distress, will become members of the association.’

It is perhaps interesting at this point to look to the editorial  of the ‘Star’ 15th March 1884 with respect to James Oddie and his relationship to Ballarat.  ‘Mr James Oddie, J.P., the popular proprietor of the Ballarat Freehold Bank,  and a public man of standing in this district, is a resident that the people have reason to feel proud of.  If there is any good or charitable work to be done, Mr Oddie is among the first of the local benefactors who step out to render assistance, without petty enquiries as to creed or nationality. In him the poor have a friend, the total abstainers an advocate, and the old pioneers a warm hand shaker.’

The newspaper of March ’84 carried an advertisement ‘Pioneers Prior to 25th September, 1851, are invited to CALL  at office for Order for Photos at once. James Oddie and Co.’ in response to Oddie’s desire to have  photographic records of Ballarat’s  early miners. Later in the month  we read, ‘Mr R.Bailey, of Bardwell’s Studio, Sturt Street, has taken 30 negatives of old identities. Other photographs will be taken, and the whole collection will be placed in the School of Mines.’

At the Old Identities meeting of the 28th April 1884 it was resolved , ‘That anyone wishing to become an honorary member  could do so by paying  10 d per annum;  and that  anyone wishing to become a life member can do so by paying two guineas.’

Celebrating the First Anniversary

OLD IDENTITIES’ SOCIAL GATHERING

‘The anniversary of the Old Identities’ Association was celebrated last evening  by a tea and concert in the Alfred Hall.  The tea, which was served in the assembly room  of the hall, was very largely attended, and over 400 persons partook  of the good things provided by the caterer, Mr McKenzie, of Bridge Street.  Subsequently a concert was held in the large hall, at which the attendance numbered about 1500.  Mr J.W. Graham, president of the association, occupied the chair,  and there were also on the platform Messrs W.H. Butler, and Brooksbank (vice-presidents) , D. Fern (treasurer), W.F. Osbourne (secretary), Messrs Hill, Lingham, Marks,  Thwaits,  Storey,  Penhall, Richards,  and Perry (committee);  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith and Mr G. Fincham, M’s.L.A.; Dr Holthouse, Messrs James Oddie, Turpie, and other gentleman. Above  the  centre of the stage  was displayed the motto , ‘Success to the Old Identities’.

Two of the items in the concert were the recitation  of  ‘Advance Australia’ and also   ‘Marriage  on time-payment’ but sadly the success of the concert was marred by the non attendance of  three of the vocalists who were listed on the printed programme and had promised to sing. Mr A. Green  recited a poem entitled ‘The Old Identities’ which bore the postscript  :- ‘The purpose for which these lines are written is to raise a fund to erect a house, to be rent free to an Old Identity, to guard the Memorial of the Stockade spot on which we fought the identical battle  for our rights and liberties.’

At the conclusion of the entertainment, the floor was cleared and dancing was indulged in till an early hour of the morning.

In mid January 1885 it was announced, ‘The Charity Sunday of the Old Identities will take place tomorrow, at the Eureka Stockade. The service, which is to be conducted by the Rev. Archdeacon Julius, is to commence at 3 o’clock p.m. The members of the Association will meet at the Alfred Hall  at 2 o’clock, to form the procession with the bands and other bodies. The line of the march will be through Bridge Street, along the Main road,  and up Eureka street. We are also informed that there will be four bands in attendance.’ The Charity Sunday  was to aid local charitable institutions.

News and Notes of the ‘Star’ the following day  noted that  the Ven. Archdeacon Julius  ‘gave an excellent address, the sentiments of which seemed to be re-echoed in the breasts of nearly everyone present.'’ The collection amounted to thirty two pounds.  The service was held  on the site of the Eureka Stockade ‘under the auspices of the Old Identities’ Association , a number of whose members took part in the conflict between  the diggers and the troops on a memorable  Sunday morning 30 years ago.’

The service was conducted from the Eureka Stockade monument and the turrets of the fort like memorial were packed by people desirous of obtaining  posts of vantage, and the slopes leading up to the structure were also crowded.. The sun shone brightly and the scene was described as one of the most impressive scones ever witnessed in Ballarat.

About 100 members of the Old Identities Association were headed by the Phoenix brass band, and were accompanied by  the members of the Ballarat Fire Brigade, the City and Town drum and fife band, and the Soldiers Hill  drum and fife band who marched in procession from the Alfred Hall to the Stockade. The Archdeacon remarked that the Old Identities must have gained wisdom with their age, and one evidence of that wisdom was that they had decided to have a collection before he spoke, A better purpose could never have entered into their hearts than to help the charities and he would ask one  and all to contribute liberally remembering God’s mercies to them.

Celebrating the 2nd Anniversary

Speaking of the proposed second anniversary  tea, concert, and ball to be held on Friday the 28th August 1885 the ‘Star’ commented that it was confidently anticipated that there would be a very large gathering of the members and their friends seeing that the members’ roll had more than doubled since the last anniversary.

Four hundred persons partook of the meal and J.W. Graham , the president of the association occupied the chair.  After tea a concert was held in the large hall  which was filled by a great attendance, and the ball  followed where ‘dancing was kept up to the music of Messrs Harrison and Schrader’s band to an early hour this morning.’

As the Charity Sunday for the aid of local institutions approached the Old Identities had a specific committee to handle the arrangements which was headed by the President, J.W. Graham. Whereas the previous function had been held at the Eureka Stockade the Ballarat Cricket  Club  and the Eastern Council had given permission for the next function to be held at the Eastern Oval on Sunday 6th. December.

The second annual service was held in beautifully fine weather before an immense crowd estimated at between five to six thousand persons. The procession, similar to the previous year, had formed at the Galloway monument, and after arrival at the oval the address was delivered by Dr. Grattan Guinness in an ‘eloquent and impressive’ manner. Almost sixty pounds was raised.

In the early days of the association the newspapers carried a full comprehensive report of the mothly meetings which were held  in the Societies’ Hall, Grenville Street .  Even the correspondence and  subscriptions were listed as well as the general business.  In January 1886  the Old Colonists Association of Melbourne were arranging  a four rink match of bowls and the Ballarat Bowling Club had offered its rink. It was also resolved that the presidents of the association for the time being be nominated as yearly honorary  members  of the Old Colonists’ Association of Melbourne.

A communication had been received from Br (Brother) J.A. Twaits urging his claim to be recognised as the original promoter of the association in Ballarat and requesting that his name be duly recorded in the minutes as such.. A lengthy discussion ensued , during which it was  elicited that several other members, notably Brothers Butler, Brooksbank, Hannington, Osbourne and Croft had equal claims to be considered promoters and founders. Br. Twaits individual claim was therefore not entertained, and the matter was considered as finally dealt with.

At the meeting in April 1887 it was held that the motion given at the last monthly meeting, regarding the  lady honorary  members being requested  to present their photos  to the association for the purpose of  being grouped and framed , be adopted.

A BIG DAY FOR BALLARAT –

Queen Victoria’s Jubilee & the laying of the foundation stone

Of  the  OLD COLONIST’S  HALL.

The 21st June 1887 was a big day for Ballarat.  It is difficult for us now to appreciate the depth of loyalty and the magnitude of patriotism for the British Royal Family displayed by residents in our early years.

The foundation stones of  three very significant buildings in Lydiard Street , all of which survive, were laid on this day, being the Mining Exchange, the Old Colonists’ Hall and the Art Gallery.

‘The streets during the day were alive with pedestrians, who were all on pleasure bent. Unfortunately  the rain of the preceding 24 hours had rendered the main thoroughfares exceedingly muddy, but the gaiety of the throng would not be marred if the rain kept off.’ and fortunately it did. Bunting had been used to decorate buildings both in the West and in the East whilst Sturt Street and the principal cross streets were enveloped in flags, conspicuous  among which were those floating from the City Hall, Post Office,  and Craig’s hotel towers. From the roofs of the George, Lester’s, the Unicorn and other hotels,  Union Jacks and flags representative of England, Ireland,  Scotland, and other countries floated in the breeze.

In Ballarat East the large triumphal arch which spanned Bridge Street, near its intersection with the Main Road, was greatly admired, and the bunting and evergreens to be seen in various points of the structure gave this end of the thoroughfare quite an attractive appearance. Along each side of Bridge Street and Main Road there was also a magnificent show of flags, and in the Chinese quarters was run up the Celestial ensign – the black dragon on a yellow ground. The Chinese of the poorer class showed their loyalty by running up from the roofs of their huts on broom handles pieces of coloured calico fashioned in various devices.  In the evening buildings were ablaze with ceremonial gas illumination.

The Ballarat ‘Star’ reported –

THE OLD COLONISTS ’ HALL

The foundation stone of the building to be erected by the Old Identities’ Association, in Lydiard Street, was laid  with the usual ceremonies. This was immediately adjoining the foundation stone of the Mining  Exchange building.  Mr J. Graham presented Mr Murray with a silver trowel, bearing the following inscription :- ‘Queen Victoria’s Jubilee. Presented to J.P. Murray, Esq., president of the Old Colonists’ Association, on the occasion of his laying the foundation stone of their new hall, Ballarat, 21st June, 1887.’

Mr Graham said he thought the pioneers of such a city were quite right in erecting a building that would be a home for them while they lived, and a memorial of them when they were no more.

Mr J. Fraser, secretary, read the following report :-  ‘Mr Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, - The bottle about to be deposited under this foundation contains documents in which are written particulars of the founding of the Old Colonists’ Association at Ballarat ; its financial an numerical position at present time, the names of its officers and committee of management for the current term ;  a complete list of the names of its members, a copy of the rules and regulations of the association ; copies of The Star, Evening Post, Courier, and Ballarat Advertiser newspapers, a programme of today’s proceedings as far as they relate to the laying of this foundation-stone, together with a  brief summary of the aims and objects of this philanthropic institution. That the nature of these objects are considered worthy of encouragement and support is amply proved when we see on the Association’s  roll of membership the names of so many of our most prominent citizens and public men, and from the fact that the Government of the colony have recognised the just claim of the old colonists’ of Ballarat to be placed in possession of this valuable and central site, upon which to erect a building that will be a credit to them and an ornament to the city, and which will enable them to still further extend the sphere of their  benevolence and usefulness in this district. ‘

John Paul Murray  said  ‘he was proud to lay the foundation stone of this building. The association was started in 1883, and he might say they were a purely philanthropic institution. They formed an association whose creed was to assist one another in every shape and form. They had now 319 members, and were daily increasing in numbers.. They were fairly well off as regarded their financial position. With respect to the objects of the association, they were to form a bond of brotherhood among those whose past experience in commercial  or in mining pursuits so intimately associated them with the early history of the goldfields; men, to whose indomitable energy  and perseverance  Ballarat  and other mining centres in the colony were  were so largely indebted for their development and commercial prosperity. Some of whose names were also closely identified with the memorable and sanguinary struggle for freedom and constitutional  liberty in 1854.  Their object was, further, to gather together within one fold those who survive those stirring times, to meet occasionally in friendly and social intercourse; to relieve their brethren who were overtaken by sickness or affliction ; to provide the shelter of a home for those Pioneers of the goldfields whom the reverse of fortune had deprived of the means of procuring  the comforts of life in their declining years ; to assist the widow and succor the orphan ; to mutually cheer and support each other in their temporary troubles and vicissitudes as they journeyed onward to the grave ; and lastly, to tender a tribute of respect to the memory of a departed brother, by following his remains to their final resting place. Such were some of the principal objects of the ‘Old Colonists’ Association.’  It was an institution for the good of their fellow man, and he hoped that the young people who came after them would appreciate what the Old Colonists had left them. He hoped they would all assist in making the institution one that would be worthy of the place. He would hand a small donation to the secretary, and hoped others would do the same.’ The cheque handed over was for twenty pounds, which for that era was a significant sum.

Archdeacon Julius, who had been asked to speak, said nothing could have been more fitting than the laying of the foundation stone of the Old Identities’ Association on the Queens Jubilee.

The Old Colonists’ Dinner

Mr John Murray entertained the members of the  Old Colonists Association at a  banquet at Bones’ new buildings, Lydiard Street. About 100 sat down to the meal including Lieut. Col. Smith, Messrs Jones and Vale M’s.L.A., and Sir W.J. Clarke who wished the Old Identities long life for many years to come, was also present for a short time.

In response to a toast C.E. Jones replied that ‘The grant to the Old Colonists’ of the site of land in Lydiard street on which they had that day seen the foundation stone laid, was an evidence that their representatives had not failed in their duty, and it was strong evidence that the Minister of Lands had recognised their claims. It  was only proper that the old colonists should be recognised.  They were the men who built up this section of the empire. Take away Ballarat  and the other great mining centres, and Melbourne itself must collapse. The gold found on Ballarat spread the fame of this colony round the world, and brought to these shores the energies  and intellects and aspirations to which we owe the stupendous advancement of later days ; so that  we were within the mark when we declared that Ballarat had built up Melbourne. As the stately walls  of the Old Colonists’ Hall  should be seen challenging  the admiration of their visitors  and friends,  it would become more and more apparent every day what manner of men  they were who had founded this beautiful city, built up its institutions, devoted their noble endeavours  to the establishment of political  liberties which are not excelled  in any part of the globe, and which have never been approached in any former era of the world’s history.’

The  chairman proposed  ‘The Old Colonists’ Association of Melbourne’  and J. Graham responded, ‘speaking of the kindly  feeling existing  between the Old Colonists of Ballarat and Melbourne , and said he hoped the Ballarat Association  would follow the example of the Melbourne Association, and provide homes for their aged members , which would not be simply benevolent asylums.’

Colonel Smith, in an apt statement  proposed ‘The Founders of the Old Colonists’ Association of Ballarat’, and said that they had  not only laid the foundation stone of the building that day, but had built up this big place of Ballarat and other cities and towns.  Anyone who had to write the history of Ballarat  could not forget  the Old Colonists’ Association. He did not think  such progress had been made in any part  of the world as had  been made in Ballarat, and this was due  to the old colonists.  As one of the pioneers of the district he was proud to be Ballarat’s senior representative…. ‘

Mr Brooksbank responded, and expressed his pleasure at being present to respond to such a toast.  He was one  of the first of the Old Colonists. They had had an uphill fight, but now they were  in a fair way of progress.

Mr Charles Dyte proposed, ‘The Committee and Officers of the Old Colonists’ Association, coupled with  the name of Mr Murray,  the president’ and said so long as the Association had such a staff of officers they would be successful.

Proceedings closed with the singing of the National Anthem and ‘Auld lang syne’.

The first regular election of office bearers took place in April the following year, and appointed for twelve months were J.W. Graham as president and treasurer, Booksbank and Butler were again vice-presidents, whilst W.F. Osbourne was secretary. At a subsequent meeting D. Fern was appointed treasurer.  The February 1885 meeting saw a change of venue to the Societies Hall in Grenville Street as the Alfred Hall venue had become too small. Shortly afterwards a special committee was appointed to revise the rules.

To qualify for membership one had to have been a resident on any of the Victorian goldfields for not less than twenty five years. A contributing member had to pay four shillings entrance and contributions of six pence per week for twelve months, and three pence per week after that, whilst yearly honorary members paid ten shillings per annum, payable in advance.

The annual bowling match between the Old Colonists’ Association of Melbourne and Ballarat took place on the 14th February  1888 at the Eastern Oval. The visitors were expected on the 10.20am train  and were to be received by the committee and local players at the Western  railway station,  and then conveyed to the  City Hall where they were to be entertained by the mayor. They were then to attend at the lake and the gardens,  calling at Mr George Smith’s nursery on the way.  A steamboat trip across the lake from the gardens was to be followed by a drive to the Gong Gong water reserves where Mr J.N. Wilson, the chairman of the Water Commission was to meet and entertain the party.  On the return journey a visit was to be paid to the Eastern Free Library and the Town Hall, the latter by invitation of the mayor. Arriving at the oval at 2 o’clock, the teams were to be entertained at luncheon by the committee, after which the game would commence. The local president, Mr Murray presented a 5 pound trophy to be awarded to the winning team.

The Melbourne Old Colonists’ team were defeated by four points by the local Old Colonists’ Association. The visitors played at Buninyong the following morning and at the Central Green in Mair Street in the afternoon.

Regarding the building progress on the Old Colonists’ Hall the ‘Star’ in mid February 1888 reported that ‘Nearly  the whole of the front and skeleton of the building is now finished.  When completed, the structure will  add to the shop and office accomodation in the heart of the city, while the façade will  prove a decided addition to the architectural  beauties of a street that is now by no means wanting in this particular.’

The following month the half-yearly special general meeting was held at the Societies’ Hall in Grenville Street,  and Messrs J.W. Graham, W. Irwin,  and John McCafferty were named as the gazetted trustees of the land in Lydiard Street reserved as a site for a hall

and offices for the association.  Flegeltaub the photographer presented a group photograph  taken on the occasion of the late annual bowling match. Seventy members had joined during the half year, whilst two members had died and twenty nine were struck off for non payment of dues.  The total number then on the rolls were – 153 subscribing, 135 life, 105 yearly, and 10 lady honorary members, totalling  403.

It had been decided to charge two pounds five shillings per week rental  for each of the four front shops in the Old Colonists' Hall, the tenants to pay the rates. Sample silver medals for members had been received from Stokes and Martin, of Melbourne, and could be ordered through the secretary.

The month of May saw  a sub committee appointed  to report on the desirability or otherwise of forming an Old Colonists’ Club, to occupy a portion of the upstairs premises, with an estimate of  the probable receipts and expenditure in connection therewith. The building committee instructed  Mr C. Slater, the Association’ Hon. Solicitor  to draft the terms and conditions of the leases for the shops in the Hall .

The OPENING  of  the HALL

The Ballarat ‘Star’ prefaced the opening of the Hall on the 30th August  1888 with – ‘The completion of the erection of the Old Colonists’ Hall in Lydiard street will be celebrated  this evening by a banquet, at which there is every prospect of a large attendance.  The gathering will be a somewhat novel one of its kind, inasmuch as  the banquet will be graced  by the presence of ladies….’  The paper noted that the ‘opening of the new hall  should pass off with considerable  eclat .’

The  ‘Courier’ on the 1st September 1888 reported, ‘The completion of the handsome  hall of the Old Colonists’ Association  in Lydiard street was celebrated last evening by a banquet, at which a large number of representative gentlemen were present. The hall cost between 4000 pounds and 5000 pounds, and the foundation stone was laid on Jubilee Day in June of last year. The Old Colonists’ Association of Ballarat was founded in 1883, and the splendid new building it now possesses is certainly worthy of the old pioneers. ….’

At this time  the President was John Murray, and the Vice-Presidents J.W. Graham and Thomas Stoddart. The report noted that John Murray had been ‘the leading spirit in the erection of the new hall, which is situated on land in Lydiard street granted specially by the government  for the purpose.’

The architectural particulars of the new building were also detailed. ‘The hall is a credit to the architecture of Lydiard street, and was designed by Mr. A. Legge, architect, the façade being in the classic style.’

Both the ‘Courier’ and the ‘Star’ carried reports of the buildings architectural merit. 'The lower portion is built in Waurn Ponds freestone, while the upper part is of brick, cemented, stained dark, and tuckpointed. The centre bay is supported by two three quarter columns, with Ionic caps, which are surmounted by a pediment on which rests an excellent cast of the Ballarat coat of arms. There are four other bays, which are carried by partly fluted pilasters, with Corinthian caps.

The keystone of the arch that caps the main entrance displays, in marble, a very excellent representation of the head of the president of the association, Mr John Murray, J.P.  The space within the walls has been utilised to the best advantage. On the either side of the ample hall that leads to the stairway are - on the ground floor, shops which are already occupied. The first floor is devoted entirely to the uses of the association.

The principal room is the hall, where the meetings will be held. This is 44 feet by 33 feet, and is 17 feet high. Opposite this are the committee room (14 feet x 16 feet) and secretary's room (14 feet x 17 feet 6 inches), while provision is also made for a kitchen, bedrooms, bathroom &c. Fronting the street are two large rooms that can be let for offices or utilised for club purposes. The first floor is reached by a wide stone staircase, handsomely balustered, which terminates on a spacious landing, over the centre of which is a dome, with cornice and ornaments.

The walls around are panelled with marble slabs, on which the names of officers and other prominent members will be inscribed from time to time. Ample provision has been made for lighting and ventilating the rooms, while the requirements of the Central Board of Health in the matter of providing means of egress have been carefully attended to. The gas fittings are unique in pattern, and very handsome. The graining of the doors and windows has been done most artistically, and the colours have been selected with a view to their thorough harmonisation. In fact, the whole of the work has been carried out in a thorough and tasteful manner, and reflects considerable credit on all connected with it.'

The contractors for the work were Messrs Whitelaw and Atkinson, Irving and Glover, Reynolds, and J. Donaldson, The building cost a trifle over four thousand pounds.

The BANQUET

About 140 ladies and gentlemen sat down to the banquet, which took place in the large room of the new hall. The hall was handsomely decorated with evergreens etc, the decorations having been carried out under the superitendence of Mrs Murray, and host McKenzie laid on a first class banquet. The chair was occupied by the president of the Association Mr. J. Murray, who had on his right the Hon. J.L. Dow, Minister of Lands, and the Mayor of the City, Cr. McDonald, on his left.

Prior to the dinner the chairman announced that he had great pleasure in declaring the hall of the Old Colonists' Association open, to which there was much cheering. After justice had been done to the many good things provided the loyal toasts were honoured with enthusiasm, and with musical honors. Apologies included the Governor, the Hon. Duncan Gillies, the Hon. Henry Cuthbert, the Hon. Alfred Deakin, and our well known Colonel Smith. A letter from the City  branch of the Australian Natives' Association was read. It congratualted the Old Colonists' Association on the completion and opening of the hall. The branch was 'gratified to observe the enterprise and spirit manifested by the association which represents those who have done so much for Ballarat, and we trust that it will continue to prosper, and that the members may be long spared to meet in the handsome structure which you formally open tonight. - J.W. Kirton, secretary.'

As was the custom it was a very formal evening. The Vice-President Mr J.W. Graham proposed the toast to the 'Ministry of Victoria' which was responded to by the Hon. J.L. Dow, who replied that he believed they were not there that evening to talk politics. This particular function was unusual in that the ladies had been invited and he alluded to that and added, 'The time might come when they would have ladies in Parliament'. He caused mirth with anecdotes of his early boyhood days on the diggings, and being politically astute said that nothing had ever given him greater pleasure than the granting of land (by the Government) to the Old Colonists' Assocaition, which was naturally applauded.

Mr D. Fern then proposed 'The Parliament of Victoria' and in reply the Hon. D. Ham, M.L.C. said it afforded him great pleasure to mingle in the spirit of the past, for only old colonists could realise the vicissitudes the pioneers had passed through. Having been here for forty years he believed he was the oldest colonist on the goldfields, that statement causing debate.

The Hon. J.P. McPherson, M.L.C. claimed to be an older colonist than Mr Ham, because he had come here in 1841, and he claimed high honor for the old pioneers, as there were no men like the old men of the colony. The other politicians then also responded.

The Vice-President of the Old Colonists Association (Melbourne), Mr Balderson proposed 'The Old Colonists' Association' and apologised for the absence of their president, Mr Henty and ex-president Mr Brown. He also congratulated the pioneers of Ballarat on the opening of their splendid hall. Mr J. Murray, the local President, responded, and explained the objects of the association, the principal one being for the assistance of their fellow men. Mr. Chas Dyte proposed 'The pioneers of the goldfields', which he considered to be the toast of the evening as it was due to the pioneers of the goldfields that Victoria held pre-eminence in Australia. He also coupled the name of Mr. Thos. Bath, the oldest pioneer present.

To break the toasting Miss Vallins then gave a patriotic recitation, which was received with great enthusiasm.

The well known local identity, Mr. Thos. Bath  then said it was thirty seven years since he and his wife had come to Ballarat, and he noted another early arrival Mr James Oddie. The toasting and responding continued unabated.

During the evening Miss Sharpe played several selections on the piano ‘in a finished style’,  Messrs J.W. Burton, R.J. Dunne,  and T.B. White rendered vocal solos and duets to the entire satisfaction of the audience , the first named especially being in splendid voice.  Miss Vallins recited ‘Advance Australia’ with considerable vigour, and was deservedly applauded loudly. Schrader’s string band played selections at intervals during the banquet, and led the ‘musical honours’.  The gathering broke up shortly after midnight with the National Anthem.

In November 1888 whilst replying to a toast at the Annual Dinner of the Old Colonists’ Association  in Melbourne  the President of the Ballarat Old Colonists’ Association John Murray said that the Ballarat Society were contemplating  erecting cottages for the relief of indigent pioneers.

The Formation of the Old Colonists’ Club

A General Meeting  held at the Old Colonists Hall,  on Wednesday Nov. 21st 1888 saw  the formation of the Old Colonists Club.

Present  were Messrs John Murray, J.W. Graham, J.Ward, C.Dyte, J.Fraser, J. McCafferty, A.T. Morrison, J.Sharpe, R.W. Phillips, J. Listberger?, J. Showman, Wm  Robertson, W.E. Ballhausen, E.E. Campbell, D. Christy, W. Fleay,  J.P. Smart, T.A. Hawkins, and C.A. Smith with John Murray being voted to the Chair. As Chairman he opened proceedings by reporting on the action already taken to establish the Club and the Secretary then read  a list of over fifty names of the proposed members of the new establishment.

It was proposed by Mr W. Fleay and seconded by Mr D. Christy  ‘That a Club be established, to be called the ‘Old Colonists Club’, and Mr W.E. Ballhausen  proposed ‘That the maximum number of members of the Club  be fixed at present at 200, and that the annual subscription of each Member be Two Guineas.’ The motion was seconded by Mr J.W. Graham and carried.

The secretary read the code of rules which had been drafted by the sub-committee  and with some slight ammendments they were adopted  on the motion of  Mr Jno Sharpe being seconded by  Mr J.P. Smart.

The Officers & Committee were then elected.  President – Mr John Murray, Vice President – Mr J. W. Graham, Hon. Treasurer – Mr  W.E. Bellhausen, Hon. Secretary – Mr John Fraser, Trustees – Messrs J.McCafferty & J. Showman, Auditors – Messrs  W. Fleay & D. Christy,  Committee – Messrs Dyte, Hawkins, A.T. Morrison, W. Robertson & Jno Sharp. The newly elected  Officers and Committee severally  returned thanks.

It was then proposed by Mr W.E. Ballhausen and seconded by Mr Jno Sharpe ‘That the Secretary write to the Council of  the Old Colonists Association and apply  for the use and occupation by the Club of the upstairs portion of the Building on a year to year tenancy  and at a nominal rental  of 1/- (one shilling) per week.

The President announced that Mr  C. Salter, solicitor had been instructed to make application to the next Licensing Court for a Club License, and the Secretary  read  the Minutes of the evening, which were cofirmed on the motion of Mr Dyte and seconded by Mr Jno Listberger  after which the Meeting closed.

The following evening  a Committee  meeting was held at the Hall. A letter had been received from Mr A.T. Morrison  requesting  his name be withdrawn  from the Committee as he declined to act, his desire being complied with.

Various tenders which were  received for supplying the Club with furniture and carpets required examination  and that assessment  resulted in the tender of Messrs Sussman & Kornblum  being considered the lowest for both the furniture and carpets with the exception of card tables, the price of which was fixed, not to exceed 30/- ( 30 shillings).

At the Committee Meeting  held at the Hall Dec 12th  1888 with J. Showman as Chairman the President reported that on recomparing  the Tenders for Furniture  the Sub Committee were of the opinion Mr Robins tender was the lowest and so they had accordingly arranged with Mr Robins  to supply the necessary furniture required for the Clubrooms on loan pending the granting or otherwise  of the License . Mr Robins had done so in time for the inspection with the result that the License was granted on the 8th Inst.

After some discussion it was proposed by Mr W.E. Ballhausen ‘That the action of the Sub Committee  in accepting Mr Robins Tender be ratified , subject to a Supplementary  Tender being made out by Mr Robins, for articles in best Morroco Leather’ seconded by Mr Sharpe & Carried.

The Card Room originated after it was moved by Mr Dyte & seconded by Mr Sharpe – ‘That the south portion of the large front room be set apart for the Smoking and Card Rooms and that it be the first furnished’ the motion being carried.

The tender for carpet was confirmed when it was proposed by Mr Ballhausen & seconded by  Mr Hawkins  ‘That the action of the Sub Committee in accepting  Messrs Susman & Kornblums Tender for Card Room & linoleum for passages be ratified’    Carried.

It was then proposed by Mr Sharpe & seconded by Mr Hawkins ‘That the Secretary draft a Circular  and have a sufficient number printed so that one could be forwarded to each gentleman who had signed the Foundation List of Members, the circular  requesting  the  payment of the Annual Subscription as soon as possible to enable the Committee to proceed with the furnishing and other matters.’

Regarding fixtures for the bar it was proposed by Mr Sharpe & seconded by Mr Hawkins ‘That the Bar Fixtures be left in the hands of a Sub Committee consisting of the President, Vice President  and Mr Robertson’, and for books & stationery it was proposed by Mr Graham and seconded by Mr Ballhausen ‘That the Secretary be empowered to procure the requisite Stationery and Books for the Club’.

It was also resolved that the Club Bar be opened at 10 O’Clock A.M. and closed not later than  ½ past 12 A.M.

Regarding applications for the position of manager it was resolved that when the proper time arrived applications for the position of Manager of the Club would be called for by advertisement.

The appointment of a member of committee to take the place of Mr A.T. Morrison, was postponed. It was decided that the Club open an account at the Bank of New SouthWales and that all Club cheques be signed either by the Treasurer or the President, and countersigned by the Secretary. The Meeting then closed.

At the  the Sub Committee meeting on  Wednesday January 9th 1889 J. Showman was again the Chairman when correspondence was received from the Secretary of the Old Colonists’ Association  stating that the Council  had decided to comply with the request of the  Committee of the Old Colonists’ Club , as contained in a communication dated the 13th ultimo on the following conditions, viz :-

1st 
That the Secretary’s room  be reserved exclusively  for the use of the Association, it’s Officers  and Council.

2nd
The south portion of the large front room (Card Room) to be at the disposal of  the Association every fourth Thursday (commencing on the 31st instant) for the purpose of holding the General Meetings of the Association.

3rd
That the Club defray all expenses in connection  with the whole of the upstairs portion  of  the building.

4th
 That all profits (if any) accruing from the Club , be donated by the Club to the Association Funds.

5th
 That the foregoing terms and conditions be embodied in an agreement.

It was proposed by  Mr Ballhausen seconded by Mr Showman  ‘That the correspondence  be received and that the terms & conditions specified be agreed to.’ The motion being successfully carried.

The President reported that Tenders have been received  for Bar Fittings from Irving & Glover and Mr Bradford, the former for 49 pounds 16 shillings  and the latter for 38 pounds, 40 pounds & 35 pounds according to materials. As the Sub Committee  considered these amounts  altogether too high, Mr Robertson’s offer to do the work  for 25 pounds in accordance with specifications had been accepted, their action being confirmed

At the suggestion of Mr Ballhausen the President consented to accompany the Secretary to collect Annual Subscriptions  from the gentlemen who had signed the Foundation List and the members of Committee were to also assist in  that direction.

It was proposed by Mr Sharp and seconded  by Mr Ballhausen , ‘That  the Committee met for the transaction of business every alternate Wednesday from this date for the ensuing three months’
.  The Treasurer & Secretary arranged to meet the following morning  to open an account  for the Club at the Bank of New South Wales and the Meeting then closed

At the  Committee Meeting on 30/1/89 J. Showman was again voted to the Chair and it was proposed by W. Robertson and seconded by  Mr Hawkins that J.W. Graham be  requested to act as Secretary Pro tem. The Chairman referred ‘to the melancoly circumstances of the death of our late Hon. Secretary Mr John Fraser’ and noted that the meeting the previous Wednesday had been postponed in consequence. Deep sympathy  was expressed by all present and a letter of condolance was sent to the widow and family.

J.W. Graham reported that the accounts and books of the late Secretary had been examined and all were in perfect order.

It was resolved that the Secretary be requested to use his best exertions to collect the subscriptions from the Members to enable the Committee to open the Club as soon as possible. The Bar fittings were to be finished about the middle of February and the procuring of a Billiard  Table was fully discussed. Mr Robertson moved and Sharp seconded that the Chairman and Secretary write to Messrs Allcock & Co. as to the terms of purchase of a Billiard Table etc. and the meeting adjourned for another fortnight.

At that meeting on the 13th February John Murray was in the Chair and an illustrated phamplet  and full particulars as to price of a billiard table had been received from  Alcock’s.  A fortnight later as the subscriptions from the 50 members had not yet been received  the matter of purchasing the Billiard Table was deferred until the next meeting. Mr John McCafferty volunteered his services for one month as the Manager of the Bar and W. Robertson moved and J. Sharp seconded that the kind offer made by Mr John McCafferty to act in the capacity named be accepted.

Mr Robertson moved and J. Sharp seconded that the Manager Mr John McCafferty accompany the President and  Mr J. Showman and they be appointed to purchase the liquors and all other requisites required for the Bar and the same to be purchased the next morning.

It was moved that a cordial invite be sent to the Fire Brigade Demonstration Committee asking them and the firemen who were to visit Ballarat on the 13th of the following month to visit and go through the Hall, on a day to be named by themselves,  and the Club would do their best to make them welcome. The cost of the Bar Fittings,  30 pounds was passed  by the Committee.

The  invitation to the United Fire Brigade Demonstration Committee was accepted and they partook of the hospitality of the Club after meeting in the Hall. The supply for the Club of liquors and other refreshments were purchased from Goller & Co. and glass ware and other requisites were purchased from C.C. Shoppee.  The Bar was opened on Thursday 28th February 1889.

Mr John Heinz & Mr George Hogg were elected to fill the vacancies on the committee.

The Committee Meeting on the 27th March 1889  lapsed for the want of a quorum  but at the Special Meeting on the 1st April 1889  it was moved that a Sub Committtee consisting of the President Mr J. Murray, Messrs J. Heinz, Henry Hunt and the motion mover G.Hogg be a finance committee for the purpose of arranging a loan not to exceed 200 pounds for the purpose of furnishing the Club &c.

The Sub Committee was to meet at ½ past 2 O’Clock in the afternoon and it was moved that the Manager John McCafferty be paid the sum of 30 shillings per week for one month.  At the meeting on the 10th April  Correspondence included a copy of the guarantee for  a continuous over draft for 200 pounds from the Bank Manager.

At the Sub Committee Meeting on the13th April 1889  it was proposed by the President to Mr E. Robins that he should undertake the whole furnishing of the Rooms at a cost not to exceed 200 pounds on the conditions that one fourth be paid in  cash and the balance to be paid on time payment as the Club can afford to pay the same. All balances due to Mr Robins were to bear 8 per cent interest per annum and Mr Robins replied that he would give his answer to the above terms on Monday 16th.

Mr  E. Robins agreed to the terms proposed to him, and as a result the committee selected the carpet &c. The meeting at the end of April was for the purpose of appointing a manager for the Bar. The services of Mr S. Tozer  were to be retained at a salary of one pound per week with quarters and  he was to take charge of  the Bar on Monday 29th inst as Manager. It was moved that Mr John McCafferty be paid the sum of eight pounds eight shillings for his service in the Bar, and the Secretary was instructed to write to Messrs Alcock & Co  to forward a Billiard Table if they will comply with the terms of a  10 pounds cash  payment and the balance be paid by time payment  bearing five per cent interest per annum on the balance that may remain due.

At a Special Meeting  on the 2nd May 1889  a resolution was passed that the Secretary be instructed to write to Messrs Alcock & Co to say that  ‘the Committee will bind themselves to pay six pounds per month but in all probability may  pay more and at the expiration of the 18 months if not all paid will enter into fresh arrangements.’

The Secretary undertook a trip to Melbourne  regarding the purchase of a Billiard table and terms were agreed too.  The Club were to pay a deposit of  10 pounds and the balance was to be paid within two years – viz 15th May 1891 on the condition that the Committee sign a guarantee form.  The terms of Alcock & Co were accepted.

At the meeting on the 22nd May the Secretary reported that the billiard table had arrived safetly and in good order and that it had been erected and was ready for use, the opening night to be Tuesday 28th May 1889 at 8 o’clock. The Finance Committee was appointed being the President,  W. Robertson and J. Showman and Vice President J.W. Graham having resigned that position John Heinz was appointed to it.

The Sub Committee met on the 23rd May to arrange the opening at which Mr D. McKenzie was to cater for one shilling per head.

The Ballarat ‘Star’ on the 28th May 1889 reported that the formal opening of the Old Colonists’ Club was to take place that evening. It was described as being a most convenient place for members, having a Reading Room 35 feet long by 25 feet wide,  which was beautifully carpeted and furnished and contained the principal daily papers and periodicals . The Billiard Room measured 25 feet by 28 feet and had one of Alcock & Co’s finest billiard tables and was said to be furnished with every convenience and the newspaper noted that the Refreshment Room was to be supplied with the choicest liquors and was presided over by a competent manager. The whole arrangement had been made regardless of expense and it was believed the Old Colonists’ Club would doubtless become a popular institution. At the opening J.P. Murray gave an address which noted that the Association was a thoroughly philanthropic association and funds were devoted to assisting those who had not been so successful in the battle of life. There could be no nobler object before any body of men than that of assisting their fellow men in trouble.

At the meeting on the 5th June the Secretary reported  ‘that the opening night of the Club was held in the Club rooms on the 28th May last, there were present representatives by invitation from both of the Ballarat Clubs (and) there was in all about sixty Gentlemen sat down to drink  success to the Club and a very pleasant evening was spent, everyone seemed to be perfectly satisfied with the arrangements.’ It was resolved to get hot water apparatus.

At the meeting on the 19th June John Lynch Junior, who became prominent in later life, and who was the son of John Lynch, one of Peter Lalor’s Captains at Eureka was admitted as a member . It was moved that a die be obtained for the Club and that non residents of Ballarat who resided over 7 miles from the Club could be admitted at 21 shillings annual subscription.

In July the Club manager  Mr  G. Tozer  did his cause no justice when he applied for an increase of salary as it was moved J.Showman seconded W.E. Ballhausen ‘that applications be called for for the position of Manager by advertisement and to be dealt with at the next meeting.’ Correspondence was received from the Old Colonists’ Council requesting to have the entire use of the room known as the Hall resulting in a meeting with Council being requested.  Regarding the managers position it was decided that the salary for the manager was not to exceed 2 pounds 5 shillings per week and it was resolved that the number of applicants be reduced from twelve  to three viz Ramus, Jane &  Benns.  It was then decided to ballot from there  with the result of  Ramus 5, Jane 4,  and Benns 1.    Mr J. Showman moved  J.McCafferty seconded  that Mr Ramus’ application  be accepted at a salary of thirty shillings per week as tendered by him.

It was moved John Heinz and seconded by J. Showman that a bonus of 3 guineas be voted to Mr G. Tozer and paid to him on his departure.

The result of meeting with Council was that Clause 2 of the Original agreement was to be struck out  and replaced with  ‘That the Hall shall be at the disposal of the Association  whenever it may be required for their use and if required for any other purpose  outside the Association or Club  the Hall shall only be let  by consent of a committee of the Club to be appointed also of the Association and any endowments derived therefrom such letting to be the property of the Association.’

The caretaker was to be employed by the Association with one half of  his wage to be paid by the Club, and it was moved that a youth be engaged to assist in the Billiard Room and to make himself otherwise useful. He was  to be under the general control of the manager and his wages were not to exceed ten  shillings per week.

At the meeting in mid August the Agreement between to OCA and OCC  for the hire of the upstairs portion of the Hall  was read and agreed to and the trustees  were instructed to sign same on behalf  of the Club. It was also resolved that a bell be fixed from the Secretary’s room to the Bar.

As September ended correspondence was received from A.T. Morrison  intimating that he had severed his connection with the Club long ago and from  the manager Mr Ramus complaining  that the caretaker had insulted him  and he wished to be protected from such behaviour, and on the financial side  he also applied for a raise in salary which was to be dealt with by the President and secretary. The dawning of October saw  Thomas Richards  requested to act as an auditor in conjunction with Mr W. Fleay, and the billiard table and furniture were to be insured for the sum of 500 pounds in the names of the Trustees. A  Letter of condolence was forwarded to Mrs McCafferty respecting her bereavement  as her late husband was a respected member of this Club.

The meeting in late October lapsed for the want of a quorum but a letter had been received from Alcock & Co reminding the Club that it was now six months since the billiard table had been  supplied and they thought it was time for a substantial cheque.

A Special General Meeting was held in mid November to alter and ammend Rule 6,  to strike out the words ‘2 guineas’ and insert in its  place ‘one guinea’ with respect to the Annual subscription.

The First A.G.M. of the OLD COLONISTS’  CLUB

The First Annual General Meeting of the Club was held at the Hall at 8pm on the 20th November 1889 where the minutes of the first General Meeting held on 21st November 1888  were read and confirmed.

The number of financial members was sixty nine, a balance of 168 pounds in asset and no liabilities was achieved and the deaths of the first secretary  John Fraser and  that of one of its first members and trustees John Mc Cafferty were announced. The office bearers were returned as there were no other nominations, Alexander Miller was elected a Trustee to replace the late John McCafferty whilst Mr  Showman resigned as a Trustee as it was likely he would be way from the Colony for some time, James Vallins being elected to fill that vacancy.

A vote of thanks was given to the President Mr John Murray ‘for his zeal in the promotion of the interests of the Club at all times’ and  he suitably responded. A vote of thanks was likewise afforded  to Mr J.W. Graham , the Secretary, who likewise responded whilst Mr Fleay suggested as a recommendation  to the Committee that the Secretary’s services should be recognised in a substantial manner.

The President thanked the members for their attendance and invited them to partake of a glass of wine with him, this being the first Annual Meeting of the Club.

December saw sixteen new members elected and 50 pounds  forwarded to  Alcock & Co. to reduce the billiard table debt whilst two days prior to Christmas a Special Meeting  was held to take into consideration the remuneration  of the secretary and an increase of manager’s salary. Consequently it was  moved that the secretary receive a bonus or Honorarium of 12 pounds 10 shillings for past services and that 12 pounds 10 shillings be allowed for the current year as a bonus whilst  the salary of the Manager was to be two pounds per week dating  from 4th January 1890.

A  Special Meeting was held in May 1890 to alter and amend Rule 16 as to the number of members required for a quorum at General or Special Meetings of the Club. It was moved that the word fourteen be struck  out and seven inserted in its place, whilst another

Special Meeting was held in June to consider the resignation of Mr E. Ramus the Manager of the Club whose resignation was accepted and it was decreed that a temporary manager was to be appointed in his stead. Mr  Ramus was to receive a Certificate of Character for his past services as Manager of the Club. Mr R.W. Phillips was elected to the vacant seat on the Committee in lieu of Mr Showman whose seat  became vacant by non attendance as he was out of the Colony.

Another Special Meeting was held, in late June, to decide what part of the building the Billiard table should be in. The President reported that he had purchased a Billiard Table at an auction sale of Mr Pobjoy’s for the sum of 58 pounds, for the Club and an application was to be made to the Council of the O.C.A. for the occupation of the room known as the Hall as the Old Colonsits Club now required the use of same. The Club undertook to provide a room for the Old Colonists Association Monthly Meetings as previously agreed upon.

Mr Heinz tendered his resignation in July in consequence of the pressure of business but consideration of its acceptance was postponed until after the secretary had  written to ask him to reconsider and the Association replied that the Billiard Room could be removed to the present Reading Room for six months. In September Mr J. Showman tendered his resignation as a member and it was decided that Club Committee Meetings in future would be held at 4pm instead of 8pm.

In October the Council of the Old Colonists’ Association  agreed to loan 100 pounds to the Club and steps were to be taken to pay the amount due to the estate of the late E. Robins. Mr Richard Ince was to be elected to the seat of Mr Henry Hunt through his having to retire under rule no 36  and the secretary explained that Mrs Butler the wife of the caretaker had done the washing for the Club since its inception and she was voted the sum of 3 pounds  for past services. The following month the well known public benefactor Thomas Stoddard was among the twenty one new members of the Club.

The 2nd  CLUB ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 19/11/1890

The old Committee were  re-elected. After discussion it was resolved that Members were to be requested not to smoke in the Reading Room and that a letter would be sent to the Council of the OCA requesting that they take into consideration the advisability of putting a passage over the head of the stair.

‘The Members present then partook of a glass of wine at the invitation of the President and spent a pleasant hour ot two.’

As the year 1890 drew to a close a letter was received from Alcock & Co asking for a settlement of their account regarding the billiard table and after a discussion re the consumption of gas it was resloved  ‘that the Vice Pres. and  Secretary  be requested to take the gas on Sunday night next in the Hall with a view of seeing how much gas is consumed per hour and report same at next meeting.’ The Finance Committee were requested to arrange with the bank for an overdraft not to exceed 100 pounds.

The new year brough news to the Club that the loan  of 100 pounds had been  received from the Association at 7 per cent interest whilst gas consumed for one hour in the Hall ‘burned about 150 feet at the cost of 1 shilling and 3 pence per hour’.

The Minister for Mines  A.R. Outtrim and A.W. Howitt, Secretary for Mines were invited to pay a visit to the Old Colonists’ Hall  and the Club which they gladly accepted,  on Wed. 20th January  and were immediately made Hon. Members of the Club. The future Club Committee Meetings were to be held at 7pm.

In March the balance of  nearly 65 pounds was paid to Alcock & Co. to settle the account and the new Club members included Dr Woinarski whilst the ever changing Committee Meeting commencement time was changed to 8pm.

In May at the Club  Half Yearly Meeting it was decided ‘that the Committee take into their consideration  the Bar Receipts and expenditure with a view to make that portion of the Establishment more remmunerative.’, whilst at the May Committee Meeting  regarding the matter raised at half yearly meeting it was decided ‘that application be called for by advertisement for a manager, returnable on Wednesday next. It was resolved that the present manager W.H. Smith be paid one weeks pay in advance and he deliver up all keys etc at once  and also leave at once as the Committee desire to make other arrangements.’

‘The President and Secretary  then went as requested by the Committee and took over the cash, keys etc. Mr W.H. Smith then left and the meeting closed.’

A Special Meeting was held on the 27th May to appoint a Manager for the Club whose salary was to be not less than 2 pounds or more than 2 pounds 10 shillings. Eleven applications were received and it was moved ‘that the present applications be not entertained without prejudice’ and that Mr J. Nicholls services as  Manager be retained until the next meeting. A  Sub-Committee was formed to improve the supervision of the Billiard Room.

June saw several other applications received for the Manager’s vacancy and  J. Nicholls was to be kept on for another month whilst in July Mr E. Ramus applied for the position of Manager of the Club and strangely Alcock & Co were still requesting their account be squared.

In August 1891 it was revealed that Mr R.G. Claxton  had presented to the Association an oil painting  representing  a portion of the city in the early fifties, and in the same month the eighth  annual meeting of the  Old Colonists’ Association was celebrated. About 80 ladies and gentlemen sat down to an excellent spread, the dining room was prettily  decorated with flags and evergreens and at the President’s end of the room  was a picture containing  the photographs of  the foundation members of the Association, surrounded by the Australian flag and the Stars and Stripes, on the right of which was the Association’s flag , while on the left was the Union Jack.

Mr Brooks,  the President of the Old Colonists’ Association, Melbourne,  moved  the ‘Old Colonists’ Association’ and said that he was particularly pleased to see the Ballarat Association  had the fair sex represented in their Association.  Mr. J. P. Murray, the Ballarat President responded and said the Association in Ballarat  ‘had learnt a great deal from the parent Association in Melbourne.  He said the Ballarat Association was a purely philanthropic one, and was the very best with which he had ever been connected. He was proud of the building owned by them, and he was glad to say it was nearly paid for. The greatest  object in life  was to hold out the helping hand to the aged and infirm , the widow and the orphans. That,  and that alone, was the object of the Association, and he was encouraged to find that the whole of the members were working so well  together  in such a noble cause.’

Mr Murray then spoke feelingly  of the losses  the Association had sustained through the deaths of some of their most respected members , and asked the company to rise and silently drink  to the memory of departed members.

At the September Association monthly meeting  Mr Chas. Dyte alluded to the death of the Hon. Jas.  Macpherson, who had promised to erect two of the homes when the Association  was ready. The deceased was highly eulogised. The following month  a legacy of fifty pounds  was received from the executors  of the late Thomas Blackett and at the Club E. Steinfeld was one of the newly elected members.

In Mid October 1891 the area of  28 acres 1 rod 36p at Mount Clear was Temporarily Reserved from sale as a Site for an Asylum for Indigent Members of the Old Colonists Association of Ballarat.

The November Association meeting  report in the 'Star' noted that  'We are pleased that the land at Mt Clear has been duly gazetted for the Old Colonists' Homes, area 28 acres 1 rod 36 perches, that has been kindly granted by the present Government, and we hope soon to have the same fenced in. Our hon. Architect, Mr W.H. Piper, is preparing a specification of the same, with a view of having tenders called for the work , and we have reason to believe that those who have the means will not be long in erecting a block of cottages as soon as the above work is completed.'

A joint Meeting of the Old Colonists’ Council and the Club Committee was also held in November ‘In consequence of some dissatisfaction having been expressed by some Members of the Club at the Secretary’s action in having let the Hall to Mrs John Murray for the purpose of giving a Banquet to her friends at which General Booth was invited.’  A long discussion took place and it was  Moved that it be a recommendation from this Meeting  to the Council of the Old Colonists’ Association  and the Committee of the Old Colonists’ Club that they appoint three each of the above named bodies  to form a Letting Committee for the Hall.  As a result the President, Treasurer and Secretary of the Club were appointed  to that Committee.

At the Club Annual General Meeting the balance sheets & reports were fully discussed especially expenditure on gas which  was said to be far to high. The retiring Office Bearers were re-elected unopposed and it was moved that ‘this meeting recommend the Committee to appoint a manager who shall be held responsible for the good order and cleanliness and good order of the Club Rooms and have full control over his subordinates’.

It was moved that arrangements be made to have the Bar opened on Sundays from 7 to 10  and an Ammendment was moved that the question of opening the Bar on Sunday stand over for the present.  A very long discussion ensued with respect to the motion and  amendment  and eventually  the Meeting broke up without either the amendment or motion being put.

Well known local identity Friend W.C. Sleep was admitted to the Association and on the  3rd December , the anniversary of the Eureka Stockade , at 7pm  a Social was held.  At 8pm the President opened the Meeting,  the social shortly continued and although ‘only about 60 sat down they seemed to enjoy the Songs and recitations and old time yarns and broke up about 10 o’clock.’  The newspaper report noted that  'the chair was occupied by the President, Mr J.P. Murray, J.P. who gave a brief history of the Association from its earliest date to the present time,  commencing with 30 members, now numbering  between  800 and 900 , and distributing  close upon  254 pounds a year to the needy members, besides paying funeral and other expenses.'

Three days later the Annual Sunday collection took place at the Eastern Oval in very unfavourable weather. The procession was formed infront of the Lydiard Street rooms, being marshalled by  Lieut. Colonel Sleep and proceeded to the  oval via  Bridge and Peel  Streets where  the service was ably conducted by  Canon  McMurray,  who was assisted by the services of the local fire brigades and the  three Brass Bands,  being the 3rd Regiment of the Victorian Rifles, Prouts, and Sebastopol, as well as the Bellringers, the Australian Natives Association and other bodies. The preacher concluded by referring to the aims of the Old Colonists' Associaion  in promoting brotherhood amongst those who had been fellow workers in the colonisation of this land and made an earnest appeal in aid of the charity. The collection for the charity fund of the Association amounted to over 53 pounds which included 10 pounds which was kindly donated by Captain John Shaw,  late of the 21st Regiment Imperialists.

Later in December a correspondent to 'Letters to the Editor' , ' R.R.' wrote regarding 'Reminiscences of Early Days'.  He spoke regarding the Old Colonists' Social the previous Thursday evening and the interesting comments made by various speakers regarding the Eureka Stockade,  the meetings in the Rising Sun hotel prior to the event,  the nursing of the mortally wounded digger Lieutenant  Ross who died in the same room a few days later, and on the destruction of papers forming the minutes, resolutions, and records of the insurgents.  He felt that these and other reminiscences should be published 'as death is so rapidly claiming the pioneers that none will be left in a year or two hence. The Old Colonists should obtain the clock that was struck by a ball, stopping at 30 minutes past 4 Sunday morning, used in the stockade, and also the flag that waved over the camp, now in the possession of someone at Belfast ( Port Fairy). These and other relics of the ever eventful stockade could not but prove interesting and attractive in the large hall of the Old Colonists in Lydiard street.'

After Christmas passed and before the New Year arrived Mr Joseph Nicholls was appointed Manager to the Club and he was to have full charge as recommended at the A.G.M. The Club Secretary was voted 6 guineas as an Honorarium.

At the end of January 1892 we are informed that the ‘sick and needy have as usual been duly attended to’ and the land in Channel St belonging to the Association had been sold the previous month for 167 pounds 10 shillings.  Tenders had been called to fence the land at Mt Clear. At the February meeting it was announced that the tender for the fencing had been awarded to Messrs Rowsell and Allen for almost 113 pounds and fair progress was being made, whilst  about 400 persons attended the annual excursion to Melbourne which was held on the 23rd February the function being described as ‘fairly successful’.

March 11th saw the Annual Bowling match  at the Eastern Green with the Melbourne Old Colonists’ Association which resulted in a win for the locals. A small piece of freehold land, about half an acre, adjoing the Association Reserve at Mt Clear was purchased. At this point in time Annual Membership of the Association was ten shillings whilst Life Membership was two guineas. The Club Committee Meeting stood adjourned to allow the Committee to attend the meeting of Colonel W.C. Smith and as a result the monthly accounts were left in the hands of the President and Secretary to deal with.

Mid May saw the holding of another Social, which sadly was not well attended and by June winter was taking its toll, both Vice Presidents, Dyte and Wright being absent through illness. The meeting recorded, ‘We are sorry to report that a number of our aged members are very ill, and we are doing all we can to alleviate their sufferings’. Further applications for Relief had also been received. On a brighter note Lieutenant Colonel Smith had kindly presented the Association  ‘with his likeness in a very handsome frame.’ At the Club Half Yearly Meeting  it was recommended that the hour for closing the Club be 11.30pm and that no games of any kind be commenced after that hour and that all business be discontinued at that time or as near as possible to it. The North American newspapers were to be obtained for the use of the Club and in June the well known local Daniel Brophy became a member.

The fencing at Mt Clear was completed and the Reserve was let for grazing at 4 pounds 7 shillings and 6 pence per annum, the Association retaining the right to enter at any time, and to also build when and where they please.

The ninth Annual  dinner was held on the 15th August the Hall being decorated with flags and evergreens, about 80 persons being present, and the September meeting noted that a flag was presented to the Association by James Forshaw  of Little Yarra. It formerly belonged to the Old Waterloo Gold Mining Company, Ballarat and the Council instructed the Secretary to reply with thanks.  As the end of the year approached T. Chuck, the renowned photographer presented a handsome photograph of the explorers and early  Colonists of Victoria, whilst sadly the dangers of mining were exhibited,  Old Colonists’ member Thomas Ryan met his death in the Surrender mine from an accident with a falling bucket. The Club partook of a Special Meeting where it was resolved to alter one of the billiard tables to low cushions.

In September the Club formed a Renovation Committee and their representatives Messrs Robertson, Miller and Balhausen were to meet the Building Committee of the Association with the view of having the building renovated.  Cards were to be printed requesting the members not to smoke over the billiard tables. November, the month in which W.H. Foster was elected a member saw the Club Manager Mr Joseph Nicholls request an increase in salary and as a result he received an increase of five shillings per week.

At the Club A.G.M. it was suggested that the Rules be altered to allow an increase in the number of members whilst the Sub Committee the following month recommended that the maximum membership be increased from 200 to 300 members.

Early December  saw the  annual Charity Sunday  'to relieve the distress of those members who are in indigent circumstances.'  At the same time noted early Ballarat historian William Bramwell Withers wrote to the  'Star'  regarding the Eureka flag and included in his letter,  'As to the troopers' trophy, your readers know already that it has been said that it was carried to the western district, and was not long since held by a settler in the Wimmera district. Officials connected with the Old Colonists' Association have applied to the alleged holder of the trophy for its presentation to the O.C.A., to be kept by the association among other relics in the good keeping of that old veteran body, but no satisfactoy response has been obtained by the association.'  The editor added, 'The City branch of the Australian Natives' Association had previously made similar overtures, but the price asked for the relic by the holder was considered too high.'

As 1892 culminated the Council of the Old Colonists’ Association discussed the increase of Club numbers and postponed the consideration for one month when the suggestion of the alteration of the Club Rules was to be further considered.

As 1893 dawned  the death of William Irwin , a respected Trustee since the formation of the Association, was recorded, and A. Flegeltaub, the photographer presented the Association  with a large sized photo of the late Trustee,  Vice President  John Wright presented his picture and T. Ellis presented the Association with a sword  which had been found at the Eureka Stockade. Vice President  C. Dyte  moved that it was a matter of regret that the unveiling of the monument to Peter Lalor  was not arranged for 10 o’clock am instead of 3.30pm and A.W. Crowe was elected as a new member of the Club.

The Annual Excursion to Melbourne took place on the 14th February and between 500 and 600 went down, it being described as a very enjoyable trip. The excursionists received a  grand welcome and were presented with  a picture of the  Council of the Old Colonists’ of Victoria whilst Ballarat won the bowling match which was held  at Kew.

John Murray was elected a Trustee to fill the vacancy caused by the death of William Irwin and in April the death of  Daniel Fern, the treasurer  of the Association was recorded, ‘a true and esteemed officer’ who had held that office since inception. Dyte  described him as an efficient  officer and a genial kind hearted man.  July saw the announcement that John  Brooksbank,  another of the founders had died and later we read that  ‘We are very sorry to say that a number of our aged members are very ill, and we are paying  every possible attention to them.’

Progress was coming slowly with respect to the proposed increase in the maximum number of Club Members and in late March it was announced that in relation to the proposed alteration of the Rules the Council of the Old Colonists’ Association had decided not to take any action for the present. July saw the suggestion by the Club that the windows of the Billiard Room be frosted, one to be done as a test. With respect to the Club October saw W.P. Whitcombe elected a new member and the architect was to have worked carried out on the ventilation of the Billiard Room, which  contract was let to Mr Cant, and the ensuing month the manager Joseph Nicholls applied again for an increase in salary which was ‘not to be entertained at present’.

Eureka Stockade day, the 3rd December saw the Annual Charity Sunday, the ‘Star’ reporting, on the 1st, ‘Appropriately enough, day and date of the month are identical with the historical storming of the stockade, and doubtless many who were present on that memorable occasion will take part in Sunday’s more peaceable proceedings.’

On the 2nd it elaborated, ‘The Old Colonists will make their annual appeal for assistance to-morrow, on the Eastern Oval. It will be the anniversary of the historical battle of the Eureka, and the recollections of that day will doubtless carry the minds of many back to the time when those who are now old, and whose forms are bent, were both young and stalwart.. The pioneers of Ballarat were kindly, generous,  and hospitable men, but were also mindful of the future, as the many noble institutions which were established by them testify. Now,  in their old age, many of them need assistance, and the Old Colonists’ Association makes its appeal on their behalf. … ‘

The Rev.  J.A. Burns, from the Presbyterian church at Buninyong addressed the 10th Annual Charity Service, articulating, ‘The consideration and desire to help on the part of the Old Colonists was the most praiseworthy character.. They were trying to give instant relief  for present suffering and poverty.’ There was a very large gathering and forty pounds was raised.

December was also the month in which the Club voted that 10 pounds as an Honorarium be paid to the secretary Mr J.W. Graham in recognition of the services rendered by him, and a newly elected member was James Lee Chung.

January 1894 saw the secretary unable to take the meeting minutes because of rheumatism in his hands and also the death of another Association stalwart, Chas. Dyte was announced. All members were requested to wear their rosettes on the Annual Excursion to Melbourne which returned a profit of twenty pounds whilst in March we read that ‘The Old Colonists Club will take upon themselves the responsibility of renovating the Hall, if the Association will lend them  about 140 pounds and we recommend that the Trustees be authorised to lend that amount.’ The architect had been instructed to invite competitive designs for the renovation at a cost not to exceed 100 pounds.

Nine tenders were received and process ranged in excess of expectations and so after examining the designs for Decoration it was moved that all re-graining mentioned in the specifications be cut out and that the doors, skirtings, windows etc. be cleaned down and re-varnished. It was also moved ‘that the representatives of the press be invited to see the designs submitted for the decoration of the Hall and that a letter be sent to each firm tendering for the work thanking them for the trouble they had taken in preparing and submitting for consideration such beautiful and artistic designs.’ The tender of Bennett & Hankinson was accepted but a letter of protest was received from Mr John Wright protesting as to that selection.

A Special Committee Meeting  was held on the 28th February where it was ‘Moved that the sum of not less than twenty pounds be deducted for the graining work and struck out of the specifications as per previous resolution’, which motion was lost and it was then moved that they proceed to select a design and ‘the party whose design is selected must make a satisfactory deduction for the non-graining etc. to the satisfaction of the architect and the Sub Committee (to be appointed)’,  which motion was carried. It was resolved that the selection of a design be taken by ballot, which was done. The Chairman declared that the tender and designs submitted by Mr Kift be accepted and subject to conditions resolved by previous resolution. The Sub-Committee consisted of President John Murray, Secretary J.W. Graham and Messrs Vallins and Wright. Subsequently Mr Kift submitted a lowered amended tender. A number of the members of the Club also requested that the large Hall be made into the Billiard Room.

Members of the Council of the Association and the Committee of the Club were  invited to the inaugral address of the Australasian Institute of Mining Engineers at the City Hall.  It was resolved that the invitation be acknowledged and that the Secretary invite all Members to the Hall and that all such visitors be made Honorary Members of the Club for one month.

Regarding the rosettes of Members , in the newspaper notice regarding the death of  William Henry Foster Association members were requested to assemble at  88 Neil Street, Soldiers Hill to follow the remains of their late member to the cemetery, with the notation that rosettes were to be worn, craped.

In April ‘A New Member’ corresponded to the newspaper editor and gave an insight into the operation of the Association. ‘Having lately been reading accounts of the wills of some of my late friends and others, I am somewhat surprised that the Old Colonists’ Association is not mentioned in any of them.  This has caused me to make some enquiries at head-quarters, and I find that since inception of the institution  they have distributed  in the cause of charity nearly two thousand pounds, which must certainly relieve our other institutions. The work they are doing  is a good one , and they act on the principle  of ‘not letting  the right hand know what the left hand does.’ The new member then detailed how few bequests and donations had been received by the Association.

In May at the insistence of Mr Trench  the desirability of making the qualification for Membership less than twenty five years was raised and  a number of  members present seemed to favour the suggestion,  it was therefore requested that Council give the matter their consideration. The following month came the reply,  ‘We have duly considered the suggestion made to us at your last meeting that the number of years for qualification for Membership be 21 instead of  25 years as in Rule no.3  and we recommend you to adopt the suggestion.’

The Council of the Association were willing to lend the Club 144 pounds presently at 4.5 per cent at an interest rate of 7 per cent, and at the Half Yearly Meeting of the Club it was a recommendation to the committee to apply to the Council of the Association to remove the Billiard room to the Hall, the motion being carried unanimously. The secretary was to investigate the cost of another billiard table.

Mid year saw the death announced of Jock Winter whilst John Gibb and William Brazenor became Life Members. Acknowledgement  was given to the gift of Mrs Irwin and family ‘for their kindness and liberality in presenting to the Association the portrait in oil colour of the late William Irwin who was a highly esteemed member and Trustee of the Association.’ The Club were told the cost of a new billiard table was about 90 pounds and in reply to an advertisement several tables had been offered at prices ranging between 45 and 75 pounds. The Association had replied to the request for the Hall to be utilized as a Billiard Room providing the Club put in a third table and as the decorations were completed a celebration social evening was to be held on Tuesday the 3rd July.

July saw the notation, ‘We are pleased to see that the work we are doing is at length being recognised by others as well as the Members of the Association, as in the cause of charity we are  assisting the old pioneers upon whom fortune has not smiled in their old age..’  A cheque to the Association for two pounds was received as a donation from His Excellency the Earl of Hopetoun for which he received a ‘cordial vote of thanks’.

On July 12th a Special Meeting was held and ‘After some considerable discussion on the subject had taken place’ the reduction in residential status was confirmed, whilst the following month  A. Flegeltaub followed up his previous gift when he presented the Association ‘with a splendidly framed and artistically executed portrait of our late Vice President Charles Dyte’ – ‘ hearty thanks were returned for his kind and valuable present, it being considered a splendid likeness of our late Vice President Charles Dyte.’

August brought with it, ‘It being the anniversary month of the Association general regret was expressed at the unavoidable absence of the President through illness.’, and Charles Seal and E.J. Strickland were elected new members at the Club.

As the year moved on  the secretary was obviously still in poor health  as he sought the permission of the President to admit a stranger to the meeting because he (the secretary) was suffering from an ailment that prevented him from taking the Minutes of the proceedings. Correspondence of the meeting recorded that a telegram from  Mr Frederick  Ramsden apologising for non attendance made note of the death  of Mr George Innes at Buninyong, one of the respected Members  of the Association.  The Chairman in closing the business regretted so small an attendance which he attributed to the large number of political meetings then occupying attention and he also drew  attention to the necessity for all members to do what they could to assist in increasing  the funds of the Association so as to enable  the officers to continue the necessary aid and assistance to all those members in distress.

In October a fifty pound bequest was received from the late respected member Joseph Roff and James Smart presented the Association with a Gold Diggers License dated 28th January 1853, it being resolved a vote of thanks be recorded. The following month saw the recording of the death of Colonel W.C. Smith M.L.A. and James Vickery presented the Association with an old relic,  the 1856 Pledge Book of the Ballarat Total Abstinence Society, which contained the signatures of a number of Old Colonists’ who had since passed away.  At the Club President Murray and Messrs Wright and Miller were appointed as a Sub Committee to investigate the management and the affairs of the Club with a view to reducing expenditure. Economising on the gas account was to be considered.

J.B. Johns asked for the co-operation of the Association in an entertainment to be given on the 18th November in aid of a Memorial Fund for the late veteran bandmaster and old identity, Samuel Prout.  It was resolved that J.B. Johns be informed ‘that whilst the members of the Association will do what they can to assist the movement in aid of a Memorial Fund to the late Samuel Prout, they cannot promise to turn out in procession.’

At the Club in late November it was decided that two patent gas burners  be obtained and placed over one of the Billiard Tables as an experiment  with the view to economizing on gas whilst a Sub Committee consisting  of the President and Messrs Ince, Franklin, Miller and Vallins were appointed  to consider and report as to the best means of enlarging the Membership of the Club. With respect to bringing the expenditure of the Club more in accordance with the income and without interfering with its efficiency in what would now appear to be a drastic decision it  was unanimously resolved that after 29th December 1894 the wages of J. Nicholls be reduced to 35 shillings per week and the wages of WM. Phillips be reduced to 10 shillings per week .

The Annual Charity Service in early December resulted in a collection of thirty pounds the Rev. Soper  commenting, ‘The Old Colonists’ Association was the chain which bound us to the past of this colony, but the links were breaking one by one. Go to the Old Colonists’ Hall, look at the tablet and read the list of names, which year by year was growing longer.’

As we enter 1895 there was the prospect of lower gas consumption to reduce overheads. ‘Mr A.E. Monsbourgh  is now engaged attaching the new Welsbach  burners to the gas jets in the billiard room of the Old Colonists’ Hall.  This portion of the building has always been well lighted , and in consequence  the consumption of gas has been enormous. It is claimed for the Welsbach  that it will give double the light for half the cost.  An immense saving  will therefore be  effected.  It is likely that similar improvements will be made in the reading and other rooms.’

The Annual Excursion in February was better patronised than the previous year, the bowling match being played at Albert Park  which resulted in a win to the  Old Colonists' of  Victoria 97 - 90.  A net profit of 35 pounds resulted. May recorded the death of another Ballarat stalwart, Daniel Brophy  and Mr J. Tallent presented the likeness in oil of Mrs Hannah Rennard to the Institution. Presentations kept coming as in July  the Honourable  Edward Morey MLC presented the Association with a likeness, handsomely framed,  of late member Robert Lewis whilst the mortgage of the Hall was up for renewal  at  5 per cent interest, a balance of 3,700 pounds owing.

Progress coming slowly it was not until June that a  sub committee was formed to report on the costs of relocating the billiard tables to the large Hall, and the alterations required in doing so. The report in August put the cost at ten pounds and nothing was to be done until it was ascertained if it could be done for less money. To this end a Special Meeting was held to consider the relocation of the billiard tables and it was moved that a manager be employed to take full charge of the whole of the Club Rooms and others on that floor. To keep them clean and provide all labour required to keep up the efficiency of the Club, and specifications were to be prepared defining  the work and duties  to be carried out by the Manager to the satisfaction of the Committee  of the Old Colonists Club.   The salary to be 2 pounds 5 shillings per week.

The 15th August saw the celebration of the anniversary of the Association which was ‘fairly well attended’  and a very enjoyable gathering.  Changes, which were undetailed were made to the Meeting Room ‘by the consent of the Council and we believe that it will be a mutual advantage both to the Club and  Association.’ It was also recommended that picture rods of not less than 7/8 inch in diameter be fixed in that room, as well.

In September the Club announced a loss of 50 pounds for the twelve months, ending the previous May. The Reading Room was to be used as a hat and cloak room for the upcoming banquets and the following month the Hon Townsend McDermott, a well known barrister and J.A. Blight were elected new members of the Club. November brought the news that the Treasurer was empowered to pay the manager 2/6 per week in addition to his regular salary  and that the Billiard tables had been removed to the Hall. A third table, purchased for 24 pounds was added to satisfy the agreement with the Association and the old billiard room became the Association Meeting Room.

The Rev. F. Slaney Poole, the newly appointed pastor of St Peter’s Anglican church consented to conduct the service for the Old Colonists Association in aid of their relief fund for the Annual Charity Service to be again conducted in December.

On the day before the event the ‘Star’ noted ‘The Old Colonists will make their annual appeal for assistance tomorrow, on the Easter Oval. Many of the pioneers of Ballarat now in their old age need assistance, and the Old Colonists Association makes this appeal on their behalf. It is hoped that the young, and all those  who are blessed with health and means, will open their hearts and their purses, and by so doing  aid in the good work to be promoted by the gathering projected for tomorrow, and thus  impart a little brightness into the lives of the old pioneers during the Christmas season close at hand.’

The Rev. Poole, a recent arrival in this city highlighted the progress achieved in a  relatively short time when at the Sunday Service he spoke of Ballarat’s  ‘statley streets,  splendid edifices, beautiful gardens, and magnificent statuary’,  The collection realised twenty pounds.

January 1896 noted, ‘The requirements of our sick and infirm have received proper attention during the past two months, and have received their Annual Christmas gifts.’

Wednesday 5th February  was the annual excursion to Melbourne and it had an added attraction, a visit to the Governor’s yacht.  ‘which is a remarkably fine specimen  of the modern pleasure yacht, embellished by a  choice collection  of art works and curiosities. In reply to an application by the council of the Old Colonists Association that excursionists should be permitted to visit the Sunbeam, His Excellency  has intimated  that he will have much pleasure in allowing them to go on board and inspect the yacht on the afternoon of Friday next, the 7th February, on the production of their tickets. Concessions by the trustees of the Exhibition Building and Aquarium, and other arrangements made by the Association will assure excursionists ample means of spending a pleasant time during their visit to Melbourne.’ It was also a financial success recording a profit of almost 28 pounds.

In March Mr Marsden suggested that the Council take into their consideration the advisability of  recommending Half Yearly meetings or otherwise instead of the monthly meetungs as at present. Ballarat won the Annual  Bowling competition held locally at the Central Green by 7 points whilst Mr H.A. King presented the Association with two books relating to the visit of Prince Alfred to Victoria in 1867. As regularly occurred,  at the Annual General Meeting there were again only as many applicants as there were vacancies, and Half Yearly rather than monthly meetings were adopted.

At the October meeting the forerunner of the present Ballarat Historical Society, the Historical Record Society  invited the Association to play a cricket match on or about the 4th December, which was accepted.

The Annual Charity Sunday was held on the 6th December, the Rev. Henry Howard conducting the service and despite unfavourable weather about 800 people attended. But sadly the collection was somewhat less than in previous years, and later in the month a resolution was passed by the Council of the Old Colonists Association. ‘on account of the annoyance of the caretakers wife to the Members and that he be informed that unless such  conduct be put a stop to his services will be dispensed with at once’. The action of the OCA Council was endorsed by the Committee of the Club.

The deaths of our early residents continued as at the end of the first week of 1897 the newspaper reported,  ‘Twice this year already the flag  at the Old Colonists’ Hall has been at half mast in token of the death of one of the members of that organisation. The mortality amongst the pioneers of the city of late is effectively demonstrated by a glance at the memorial tablets upon the walls of the Hall. In 1884 only two names were added to the list,  but during each year since then there has been an increase until thirty deaths were  noted in 1895, and 29 in 1896, while for the last year there are still two or three names to be inscribed on the marble.’

In late January 130 invitations were issued for the ‘adding a new room to the Club’ to take place on the 28th inst.’

The Old Colonists Association of Victotria had a convincing win in the bowling match held as part of the Annual Excursion in February 1897, but the losers were well entertained and received a special invitation to the Theatre Royal in the evening. The Ballarat visitors were treated ‘right royally’ by their hosts.  The March meeting was informed of the death of member Peter Brose, who was killed in an accident at the Speedwell mine.

An  interesting billiard match took place on Frdiay night 21st May at the billiard room of the Old Colonists Club when Charles Memmott  the all in champion of Australia played Mr J. Weiss, another champion. The evening was well attended by most of the best billiard players in Ballarat and the playing was said to be some of the finest ever seen in this City although there was only a moderate attendance at the exhibition, 36 being present and as a result a loss was incurred.  In future the whole of the caretakers wages were to be paid by the Club.

The September meeting recorded, ‘It was found extremely inconvenient for the old and feeble members to attend monthly meetings more specially during the winter months. The matter was brought under the notice of the members at a special meeting called for that purpose and the rule bearing upon that matter was altered. General meetings will be held half yearly instead of monthly for the future.’

‘Your Council feels more and more deeply the duty of binding closely together the scattered links of the great chain which supported this Colony during the Golden era.’

In October the secretary of the Club wrote to the Commercial Club inviting their members to  a friendly game of billiards, with a trophy to be presented and he also made the necessary application to have the telephone laid on for the use of members of the Association.  At the end of the month  W.H. Batten was elected as a new member and the present Reading Room was to be made the Card Room and vice versa for the better accommodation of the Members.

At the billiard game with Commercial Club held on the 29th November the side making the largest score was to be the winner  and in this case it was the Old Colonists who were victors 1197 to 1165.

In a departure from previous years the 14th Annual Charity Sunday was held in the Alfred Hall on Sunday 5th December, at 3.30pm. the procession leaving the Hall at 3pm. It was to take the form of  ‘a pleasant Sunday afternoon’ and the service was conducted by the Rev. Chas. Tregear. The admission to the hall was by ticket only, which could be purchased for a silver coin donation and children under 12 years would not be admitted. Although the Alfred Hall was crowded it was not filled and the collection amounted to 18 pounds, being one pound more than the previous year.

As the year drew to a close a letter was received from Public Health Dept. requiring a tracing or a sketch of the building and Mr Molloy the architect  kindly volunteered to make a sketch.  Richard Ince resigned from the Committee and was to be replaced by Joseph Dillon, who declined. The  Bar was to be closed on  Christmas Day until 7pm.

In January ’98  DR Woinarski was elected a new member of the Club and the local Central Green was again the scene of the annual bowling battle with the Old Colonists Association of Victoria in February,  Ballarat winning by six points after trailing their opposition. The visitors in the morning had partaken of the usual municipal welcome and tours of the lake and gardens environs. The following day the Melbourne Old Colonists played a friendly match with the Ballarat Club on their green at 3pm.

The Club decided that  J.E. Millington would  fill the Committee vacancy but he too declined due to business but wrote thanking the Committee for having elected him, and consequently Joseph Holland was to fill the vacancy. The Secretary stated that he had a fire insurance agency for Ballarat and desired to be allowed to put a brass plate on the stone pier outside the building  indicating the company’s office upstairs and permission was granted.  John Snow was elected a member.

The Half Year meeting held in March was the venue for severe criticism of the Railway Department regarding terms offered for the annual excursion, which were deemed so  unsatisfactory that the excursion itself was abandoned. President J. Murray said that they wished to have the excursion but the conditions imposed upon them this year were so unprofitable  and discouraging  that they could not have accepted the terms without a considerable loss. The half fare concession had also been reduced from 15 to 12 years of age.

The profit from the Annual Charity Sunday held in the Alfred Hall the previous December had risen to over 22 pounds 10 shillings and it was noted that the Association could have paid off their mortgage had not so large an amount of money been spent for relief purposes. The ‘Star’ reported, ‘The Ballarat Old Colonists’ Association appears to have entered upon a period of greater prosperity and usefulness than it has experienced for years past, judging by the remarks of Mr R. Ince when moving the half-year report and balance sheet. Mr Ince complimented the Association on the progress made during the half year and said that it promised to become a live institution, free from debt. This was very gratifying to the Old Colonists, who had now steered clear through the storm and turmoil of the financial crisis. They had come out with a very good prospect of greatly improving  the position of the association as regards finances and also of increasing its vitality and utility.’

It was also decreed that the Association support ‘the Federal movement to its utmost.’

In April the Old Colonists’ Association of Victoria wrote asking that someone be appointed to the committee of their carnival to be held on the 21st May, resulting in the appointment of the secretary, and the following month they wrote requesting exhibits. In July T.C. Naples presented  pictures of the early days of Ballarat.

At the Club the cribbage, euchre and billiard  tournament prizes were presented in August at  an evening which was described as  very enjoyable and resulting from the death of Wm. Fleay J.A. Blight was elected as an auditor.

The Association Annual General Meeting  noted that ‘time is writing its wrinkles upon the brows of the old colonists and rendering them more and more unfit to wage the battle of life; the calls for assistance are multiplying faster than the funds at your council’s disposal.’ Referring to the death of two of the female members the report continued, ‘They have worthily upheld the dignity of Ballarat, and they will be remembered through their children, and children’s children, as the mothers of a race which has contributed to the fame and fortune of Ballarat.’

November saw the announcement that the fifteenth Annual Charity Service would be held at the Academy of Music on the 4th December, and again would take the form of a ‘pleasant  Sunday Afternoon’. The yield to assist those in need amounted to almost twenty pounds. At the Club a decision was made to discontinue  the Sydney Morning Herald and a letter of thanks was dispatched to Mrs D’Angri for the kind donation of her late husband’s cue to the Club.

As the last year before the new century dawned the death of another Old Colonists’ stalwart was announced, that of David McNaught. He had arrived in Victoria in 1853 from Scotland and had a previous association with the Old Colonists’ President,  J.P. Murray prior to their arrival in Ballarat. The ‘Star’ mentioned that  ‘he, together with  Mr John Murray, JP. erected the splendid buildings now occupied by the Association, and, and presented them to that body.’ On the brighter side, the February annual excursion to Melbourne was again being undertaken, after being abandoned the previous year and it promised to ‘maintain the reputation gained as being both enjoyable and successful.’

Melbourne won the bowling match by seven points.

Also in February the now annual cricket match between the Old Colonists’ and the Historical Records Society took place at the Botanical Gardens in  weather that was ‘somewhat sultry for outdoor exercise, especially for ‘boys of the old brigade’ ‘. The weather was believed to be responsible for the limited number of players, six a side, so the opposing side also helped in the field. The match resulted in an easy win for the Records Society and in the pavilion after the match J.P. Murray  remarked that the Old Colonists’ were much more effective at cricket in cooler weather.’ Messrs T.A. Hollway and Chas. Seal were elected members at the Club.

In March the death was announced of  Cyrus. B. Retallack, at the still surviving ‘Carn Brae’ mansion in Mair Street.

May saw the Club secretary voted 15 pounds as an honorarium and at a Special Meeting William Robertson was elected as a Trustee of the Club in place of  Alexander Miller deceased, which action created a vacancy  on the Committee filled by T.T. Hollway. The Commercial Club issued a billiard challenge to be satisfied on Friday 16th June at their premises, which contest was lost by the Club who described their treatment as very handsome. The purchase of cigars for the Club was to be left with the Wine and Spirits  Committee and J.A. Blight  featured prominently in the tournament results winning the billiards and being runner up to Henry Josephs at cribbage whilst John Nicholl took the euchre award.

For the last Charity Sunday of the 19th Century the service returned to the Alfred Hall, on the 17th December, and was well attended despite the oppressive heat. Sadly receipts amounted to only 13 pounds 10 shillings.

THE NEW CENTURY

As the 20th Century dawned early February saw the request for members to meet at 8 Wendouree Parade  to follow the remains of fellow member James Ivey, whose name is synonomous with the lake,  to the Old Cemetery. As usual under such circumstances, rosettes were to be worn, creped.

The Annual Bowling Match with the Old Colonists Association of Melbourne was held locally at Central and Ballarat won by 27 points on ‘true and fast greens’. March brought the sad news that  member, Sergeant Neil Grant  had been killed while fighting for the Empire in South Africa. He was with the Victorian Mounted Rifle Company and although slightly wounded was in the process of urging his men on when he was struck in the breast by a bullet and killed.

The Half Yearly Meeting was also held in March and J.P. Murray announced that whilst there had been twelve new members seventeen had passed away. The wants of poorer members had been attended too and due to the railways raising the tariff no annual excursion would be held. A letter of condolence was to be forwarded to the widow of Sgt Grant and the minutes noted ‘that he had died for the honour of his country and no man could die a nobler death.’

The proposed cricket match against the Australian Historical Records Society could not be held on the cricket pitch at the Botanical Gardens as it was otherwise engaged and so the Mayor of the City  granted the use of the City Oval for the annual cricket match. Admission was to be free but a collection for the Patriotic Fund was to be undertaken.

At the Club Captain Trahar was elected a new member in April and in an endeavour to combat the problem with rats it was recommended that the adjoing properties being the Post Office, Police Department, Commercial Club and tenants co-operate together to destroy the pest.

By mid year the renovation of the building had been completed, although details were not given whilst in late September the 17th Annual General Meeting reported that one of the Councillors, Mr W.P. Martin, who had performed his duties faithfully and well, died in ‘harness’. There was likely to be no excursion unless the railways modified their prices,  a problem which had also been encountered previously and another annual event was also dropped when the Council decided to let the Annual Charity Sunday lapse because there were now so many similar functions.

The Club participated in a friendly game of cribbage in July with the Commercial Club who won 3 – 1 and the following month a Card Party held at Commercial Club was won by them 30 – 24, the Club members again being highly pleased with the way they were entertained.   The Card and Reading Rooms were to be utilized by the Yarrowee Lodge to hold their banquet on the 18th September  and the  Committee congratulations were  tendered to President John Murray on his being elected a member of the City Council to represent the Central Ward.

At the Old Colonist’s Club Annual General Meeting in November several members spoke on the subject of the balcony and whether it should be erected by the Club or the Association however it was resolved the matter be left in the hands of the Committee to make arrangements. It was later resolved that the Secretary write to the Council of the Old Colonists Association asking them to erect a balcony in front of the building and if they consent to do so every effort would be made by the Committee of the Club to assist them in the erection of same.

December saw John McLeod  elected as  a new member and  Frank Herman elected to the Committee to replace R.U. Nicholls who had been appointed Treasurer and at a Special Meeting on Saturday the  29th  regarding the Commonwealth  it was decided that  for the illumination of the building the Crown be fixed on the center of  it at a cost of 3pounds 5 shillings .

In February it was announced that the Council of the OCA had accepted tenders for the erection of the balcony at the request of the Club at a contract price of 270 pounds 8 shillings.  It was to be completed  by 18th March, that being the month in which H.V. Pyvis was elected to Committtee to replace Robert Wreford  who had passed away. In April  W. H. Stokeld was elected a Club member and the Balcony sub committee was  appointed.

The Association Half Yearly Meeting in March 1901 recorded that twenty two deaths had occurred, and acknowledged that that was a record for any similar period. The Charity Sunday had also been allowed to lapse again  because of its history of diminishing returns and instead the Council collected a subscription which raised twenty five pounds and Thomas Bath donated ten pounds. The contract had been let for the erection of the balcony and  it was in course of construction. ‘The question of the leasing  or otherwise of the new balcony  on the occasion of the visit of the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and York was left to the Club and Council  committees to decide,  as there is a difference of opinion as to the course to be adopted. Some consider that the members should be allowed  to utilise the balcony  without charge, while others are in favour of admitting the public at a certain price.’

The Annual Bowls tournament was held in Melbourne in May, about twenty locals undertaking the trip. Upon arrival they were taken on a  bay cruise on the steamer  Osprey which had been loaned by the  Harbour Trust, and after disembaking at Port Melbourne they were entertained  at the South Melbourne Town Hall. The country visitors were bowling successes, winning by 14 points.

At the Club Half Yearly Meeting in May a 15 guinea honorarium was granted to the Hon. Secretary and a vote of thanks was passed to the Chairman President John Murray which was carried with the singing of  he’s a jolly good fellow. The cribbage and euchre tournaments were completed and in July A.J. Forbes was elected a new member whilst September saw the presentation by A.H. Powell of a coloured illustrated copy of the Evening Echo.

The entertainment, managed by  James Oddie for the Jubilee of the Discovery of Gold returned a net sum of just over seven pounds to the Association. It was held at the Alfred Hall on the 2nd September and was attended by over two thousand people. The President of the Old Colonists’ Association, J.P. Murray occupied the Chair and humorously  opened proceedings by suggesting that the present generation were not as good physically or mentally as that which opened up the land and turned the howling wilderness into the fertile plain and smiling city. Credit for the evening was lauded to James Oddie for the energy and enterprise to be solely responsible for the interesting treat that was afforded to the citizens.

The Association Annual Meeting in September 1901 recorded  ‘the profound regret caused by the lamented death of Queen Victoria ‘, whilst it was also noted that ‘our native born boys have drawn their maiden swords in defence of the Empire, and have proved to the world that the race has not  degenerated beneath the Southern Cross. ‘  J.M. Murray, the President said that Old Colonists ‘had much to be thankful for, in view of the fact they had witnessed the place grow from a canvas town to a noble city, which when the fusion  of the two municipalities had been effected, would be the greatest  provincial city in the Commonwealth.’  The Hall had been cleared of all debt,  and liabilities generally had been  reduced.

The Vice President of the Melbourne Old Colonists’,  Mr J. Blyth stated that the members of his Association were always pleased to fraternise with the old colonists of Ballarat. ‘The Melbourne association might be a much larger organisation, but it could not claim such a splendid hall to meet in.’

The participants at the Euchre Tournament in September were to be furnished with an oyster supper and an offer of 25 pounds had been received regarding the disposal of the third billiard table , the sale of which was to be left in the hands of the secretary. A request was to be made by the Club to the OCA for a loan of 100 pounds sterling for 6 months.

At the Association November meeting it was decided not to make any special effort that year ‘on account of the many demands that have been made in the cause of charity upon the members and the public generally’.

The year 1902 opened with R.C. Sim being elected a new member at the Club, whilst only weeks later Joseph Wittkowski and W.H. Tweedie  were in a similar position. A billiard table was sold to Thomson and Taylor for 30 pounds whilst the Sports committee announced that it had had to abandon a tournament as insufficient entries had been received. It was also suggested that the ‘Sydney Bulletin’ newspaper be discontinued as ‘some of the members object to it on the grounds of its scurrilous writings and illustrations.’

February saw Dr Richards consent to being honorary medical officer, in lieu of Dr. Holthouse who had died, whilst in March the locals easily won the Annual Bowling Match at  Central Green, the visitors returning to Melbourne on the evening train. At the Club AGM President John Murray was re-elected unopposed but R.U. Nicholls was elected Vice President over John Wright who had held that position. Seven nominations were received for the five Committee positions and so a ballot by members was required. At the Committee Meeting two days later T.T. Hollway was elected treasurer in lieu of R.U. Nicholls, now Vice President and a Sub Committee was formed to bring up a report on the lighting of the balcony which resulted in a recommendation that three lamps be fixed thereon at a cost of 16 pounds as per price submitted by the Gas Company. Later in the month  H.W. Pyvis who had lost his seat on the Committee at the AGM was re-elected to the Committee, Geo. Skewes was elected a new member and the Gas Company had fixed the lights on the balcony in what was decribed as a very satisfactory job.

In April a name of the future appeared when Dr. J.K. Richards was elected as a new member and for the following meeting ‘the secretary was to bring up the price for the erection of a porch on the back balcony to protect the billiard tables.’

June  saw the Club decree that tokens would not be negotiable between members  and the matter of illuminations on the 26th being Coronation Day were to be left in the hands of Mr W. Robertson and the Hon. Secretary ( who was also to receive 20 pounds per annum), whilst in July the names of J.T. Sleep and R. Hager appeared as new members as did Major Garbutt and D. Cameron.

At the AGM the Office Bearer positions did not change but Henry Josephs retired because of ill health. The Association President opened their 1902 A.G.M. with ‘The year which has just closed is memorable for the termination of the long and expensive war in South Africa, and the consummation of the hopes of the British nation in the coronation of the King. That he may live long  and reign well is our sincere wish and prayer. The chief object of  the Association  - that of keeping Old Colonists in touch with each other, and helping those who are unable to help themselves – have been carried out to the best of our ability with the limited money at our command.’ Twenty five members had died during the year, including Council Member J.J. Archer  whose vacancy was filled by T.T. Hollway.

Shortly afterwards the newspaper carried an article headed ‘THE OLD COLONISTS ASSOCIATION – ITS  AIMS AND OBJECTS. ‘  The article  highly detailed the aims of the Association as established and was headed, ‘Those who look upon the Old Colonists’ Association as merely a social club have failed to realise the true object of its founders. Certainly the handsome building in Lydiard street has upon its syllabus the promotion of the social entertainment of those who are members, but there is apart from, and above this, the higher aim, namely the relief  of those of the early pioneers who have fallen on bad times. That this was the initial object of the association is clearly set forth …’

Latterly the article included that of the original founding members only the President Mr Graham  and Mr F.W. Osbourne had lived to see the Association rise from humble beginnings to  its present position, nineteen years later as ‘one of the most popular and respected institutions in the City, with a membership of close upon 900, and an influence  for good that is more powerful because  that good is ‘done by stealth’. There is no trumpeting abroad of the Old Colonists’ charity. Their poorer members are assisted quietly and unostentatiously, yet withal liberally.’ It  continued that they have built and purchased homes in the district for several of the destitute pioneers, who are now spending the end of their days in peace and comfort,  and closed with the passage  ‘Their list of members contains nearly all the names of those with whom the rise and progress of Ballarat are associated.’

The Association desired the founding of Old Colonists’ Homes on the same lines as those in Melbourne and set forth in their constitution – ‘ That as soon as practicable a fund  shall be established by the Association  to be called the Old Colonists’ Home Fund ; to be raised and maintained by volunteer subscriptions , public or private donations, , endowments, bequests, or from any other benevolent and lawful source. Such fund to be exclusively  applied to the object  of erecting homes for the aged and indigent old colonists of both sexes, who may be chosen to occupy them by a vote of the council and governors of the Association. The council shall have power to frame by-laws and regulations  for the proper management  and proper supervision  of any homes established under the auspices of the Association  or any of its members or benefactors.’ The media added, ‘It will be seen that what is wanting  is for some generous citizen  to either donate or bequeath sufficient funds to establish the homes, for the Association has at present a steady drain on its resources.’

The  Ballarat ‘Star’ regarded their motto a ‘noble one’ and published it as –

‘I only pass thro’ this world once,

If there is any good that I can do;

Or any human being that I can assist,

Let me not defer to do it,

For I shall not pass this way again.’

January 1903 brought the Club the news that the legacy from W. E. Ballhausen was available, Edward Towl was a new member  and William Robertson presented a steel engraving entitled ‘A Day’s Pleasure’. The matter of obtaining oil cloth for the stairs and tables was left in the hands of the secretary.

February saw C. Miller present a fine framed photograph  of his late father and R.U. Nicholls presented a nicely framed crayon likeness of himself, whilst in March the Ballarat Old Colonists’ ventured to Melbourne for the Annual Bowling Match where after the regular steamer trip around the bay, the visitors dined onboard. After other formalities the Melbournians were successful by 24 points. At the Club secretary Graham was granted leave of absence after the death of his sin Gilbert , E.E. Grainger  was a new member in May and Alcock’s were to put new cloth and cushions on the billiard table and five venetian blinds were to be fitted to the Billiard Room, whilst a clock was to be obtained for the Card Room. George Merz joined in July.

The Association AGM was held in late September and it was announced that the secondary object of the Association was to keep the members in touch with each other and as such entertainment would be undertaken at the close of the meeting. An enjoyable concert was undertaken followed by ten dances to excellent music.

Regarding  correspondence no action was taken re a letter from the Irish National Foresters concerning the 50th Anniversary of the Eureka Stockade, but a reply was given to a request from  the old pioneers of Castlemaine , regarding comrades graves.

At the October meeting it was reported that correspondence had been received from the City Council that it intended to proceed with the formation of a right-of-way at the rear of the Hall and T.T. Hollway presented a hansomely framed lithograph of the Nelson and Wellington mine, Sebastopol  as it appeared in 1861, to the Association. The building committee was authorised to carry out some alterations in the club rooms.

In January 1904 the matter of obtaining tables for the Card Room was left in the hands of Mr Stokeld and the secretary J.W. Graham and in February 50 pounds was voted to the OCA being the first installment towards the ercetion of the balcony which was built at the request of the Club. A.E. Cutter joined in May and C.E. Harrison’s seat as a member of the Committee was declared vacant as he had failed to attend three consecutive monthly meetings without apology, W.H. Tweedie was elected to the Committee in his stead. It was resolved that T.E. Molloy was to draw plans and specifications for the porch on the balcony of the Billiard Room.

At the Half Yearly Meeting in late March it was announced that the Annual Bowling Match with the Old Colonists Association of Victoria was abandoned because of rain and that fire had caused considerable damage to one of the tenanted shops during the previous November but insurance had enabled repairs.

The death of Trustee James Vallins was reported in July. Merchant A.R. Tunbridge was admitted as a new member in September when it was decreed that it was desirable that  the lad wore a uniform when on duty at the Club, the selection of which was to left to Messrs Pyvis and Tweedie.

THE ASSOCIATION COMING OF AGE – their  21st A.G.M.

At the 21st  Annual General Meeting it was recorded that the roll of members totalled 773 and that during the past year 29 members had passed away, whilst the secretary J.W. Graham ‘continues to perform his duties to our satisfaction’. The President, J.P. Murray, heartily congratulated the Association on its prospects and its financial position. Their ability to assist their poorer brothers and sisters was as strong and capable as ever, and he looked forward to their being able to accomplish much good in Ballarat.

The death of James Vallins, a good and faithful member  ‘who always worked in the interests of the Association’ was recorded with regret,

After the meeting was adjourned a social gathering was held at the Hall, at which there was a large attendance, including a contingent from the Victorian Old Colonists’ Association, Melbourne. ‘The gathering was a most enjoyable one, and practically celebrated the coming of age of the Association.’

During the evening Mayor Barker, who, with the mayoress, was a guest of the Association, unveiled a very fine portrait in oils of the President , which was executed by T. Stanton Bowman,  (who had painted a number  of portraits of  prominent citizens which hung in the City and other halls ),  and which was presented to the Association by Cr. Murray. The mayor stated that  ‘Cr Murray was a man  whom all delighted to honor.  He was a worthy Old Colonist , and his fellow  Colonists had done well  in re-electing him as President.  He was a man who had done great good in the City, and many an old colonist  had to thank him for kindly help, unostentatiously given.’

There was a very pleasing parade of  musical items with refreshments served during the interludes, and a few toasts were also honoured. ‘After the musical portion of the programme, a short round of dances were gone through, the spacious balcony  being enclosed for that purpose, a very pleasant evening terminating about midnight.’

Regarding the artwork the report noted, ‘ As a picture and portrait the painting is excellent, the characteristic lines of the President’s countenance  and the pose of the sturdy figure being faithfully delineated.’ The portrait was described as a very striking one, representing the veteran, seated at a table and wearing the presidential collar of the association. The characteristic lines of the face are well preserved, and the pose is an easy and natural one.  Perhaps the features are a little too much inclined  to pink and whiteness, though Cr. Murray has a remarkably fresh coloring for a colonist of 55 years.  The picture is, however,  a very fine one, and the figure stands out  well from the background.’ The portrait was hung in the Reading Room.

In October the Club received a letter frpm Alcock & Co. announcing that the Champion Boy Billiardist F. Lindrum would be open for engagement at 5 guineas plus free Board & Lodging but it was resolved not to entertain the proposition.

The  death  of  an  ICON

Only weeks after presenting his portrait to the Old Colonists’ the newpapers carried reports on the death of  Cr J.P. Murray.

On November the 11th 1904 the ‘Star’ reported ‘ A VERY OLD COLONIST.  Although not unexpected, the death of Cr. J.P. Murray, which took place at his residence , Tresness  House, 128 Dana Street, during the early hours of yesterday morning will be learned with profound regret throughout the district. Some months ago Mr Murray was attacked with influenza, and he never really recovered. This was followed by an affection of the heart , which completely prostrated him.  He had the best of medical advice,  but in spite of all attention he gradually weakened, and passed away quietly at about  half-past  four o’clock yesterday morning…. ‘

As a result of his death the flags at the City Hall, Benevolent Asylum, Old Colonists’

Hall , and other public institutions were flown at half mast. His funeral service was conducted at his residence at the corner of Drummond and Dana Street and he was interred at the New Cemetery, being ‘one of the largest gatherings of representative men that has ever assembled on such an occasion.’

John Paul Murray was born in 1833 in the Orkney Islands, in the north of Scotland. In his boyhood days he followed the sea and  sailed for Australia at the age of sixteen, arriving in Victoria on the 12th January 1849.  He was described as a big, raw boned Scotch lad, and being strong and willing to work saw service for a few years in the Mt Mercer and Pitfield areas, gaining colonial experience on squatters’ runs, principally with Messrs McMillan and Wilson of  Commeralghip.

He then went to the Bendigo goldfields, but luck having failed him he decided there was more money in pastoral pursuits. He tried farming on the shores of Corio Bay for eight years and then made for the Learmonth district where he purchased a property in 1859.  He there met and at the Presbyterian church married Miss Agnes Campbell.  John Murray made his first entry into municipal life as a councillor with the Ballaratshire Council, and was President in 1886.

Always having a kindly feeling towards Ballarat  Mr and Mrs Murray took up residence here and for a time leased Lauderdale House of the Burrumbeet  Road, which had been built by Ballarat’s first ‘millionaire’ Jock Winter, of local early squatting fame. They later relocated to the corner of Drummond and Dana Streets. 

In 1891 he was appointed a Justice of the Peace and he regularly filled his position on the roster. When the wards of the city were redstributed, in August 1900 he deposed the then sitting member E. Morey for the Central Ward, and in August 1904 he was elected with a narrow majority over J.A. Chalk.

He had held the position of  President of the Old Colonists’  Association since the laying of the Foundation Stone of the Hall and he was associated with the City and Central Bowling Clubs, took a keen interest in affairs of a Caledonian nature, he was a prominent member of the Exhibition  committee, and with his wife  took a hand in philanthropic work in the city and town. He was a pillar of St Andrews  Kirk  and also one of Ballarat’s most  solid mining investors.

He had station property in the Western District  and also in Hay, NSW. John Murray and his wife had no children. At the time of his death he was in his 72nd year.

At the Council meeting following the death of J.P. Murray, after the minutes were confirmed the meeting was adjourned for a time , out of respect to the memory of the late President. A special meeting of the Association was to be held to elect  a new President, that role being filled by Mr W. Robertson.

Also at that meeting a representative of the ‘Town and Country Journal’ preferred a request that as many members as possible would allow themselves to be photographed as a group for an illustration in that paper. It was intended to get as many members as possible at the Hall at noon, the following Saturday for that purpose.

At the Club  AGM  on Wednesday the  16th November the Chairman suggested that out of respect to the memory of the late President Mr Murray the meeting be adjourned for a time.  On resuming business  the report of the Committee was read … ‘It is with unfeigned regret and sorrow that we record the death of him who has since its inception been the President of this Club, the late Mr  John P. Murray and who was one of the principal originators of the Association whence this Club was evolved. His genial presence will be sorely missed by all of us.’

Paid subscriptions were 136 as against 139 for 1903 and the Club was ‘in a sound financial position’  W.H. Batten  was appointed a Trustee of the Club to replace the  late J. Vallins,   Wm. Robertson was  elected Chairman and  R.U. Nicholls Vice President with  T.T. Hollway as Treasurer  and J.W. Graham,  Secretary. Messrs Abraham and Anderson were  elected to the  Committee.

A Special Meeting was held at the Club on the 13th December to elect a President, the only nomination being R.U. Nicholls. At the Committee Meeting it was announced that two of the windows in the Card Room had been altered and sashes fitted to assist with ventilation.

At the Association Meeting in December it was reported that James Oddie had given his annual lecture  in the Alfred Hall on the 1st inst.and a letter of thanks was to be sent to him  for his efforts on that occasion.  The paper announced, ‘an interesting gathering of the old identities took place last night in the Alfred Hall when Mr Jas Oddie gave a lime light lecture on the Eureka Stockade. Mr Oddie gave a fine series of lime light pictures of the old identities and views of Ballarat in the early days.’ It was the fiftieth anniversary of Eureka.

John A. Blight was appointed a trustee and correspondence was received to the effect that the Old Colonists’ Association of Victoria  were pleased to have the Ballarat representatives at their reunion which took place on the 23rd  of the previous month.

The usuual Christmas gifts were given to the old folk as well as the annual guinea donation to the hospital  and the benevolent society.

January  1905  saw the President  absent from the meeting due to ill health. Artist J. Stanton Bowman had again been busy as the President had presented ‘a likeness of himself in oils’ , which was accepted by the Council on behalf of the members.  The secretary was directed to write and thank him for the presentation, and to express the hope that he would soon be restored to his usual good health.

The death of  Joseph Wittkowski was announced at the February meeting whilst at the Club W. Trahar was elected Vice President and the caretaker was to assist in the bar when required especially on Saturday evenings.

The President was too ill on the 15th February to attend the Annual Bowling Match  which was played in Melbourne, several ladies accompanying the party which travelled down by train. The paper noted, ‘For once the railway authorities kept fair time  with the Adelaide express’ the train with the Ballarat contingent arriving only twenty  minutes late. The party which numbered fifty two boarded the s.s Osprey  for a river tour and a visit to the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works pumping station, disembarking at their pier at the junction of the Yarra river and Stony Creek.  Lunch was served when the Osprey was touring the bay. They were later received at the South Melbourne Town Hall before heading to Albert Park.

Three members of the Ballarat team present had played in the very first match between the two Associations, and on this occasion Ballarat had a resounding victory.

At the March meeting mention was made of the death of Thomas Stoddart, and W.H. Tweedie had been appointed a trustee in place of J.P. Murray, deceased. Adam Ronaldson was elected to council and at the Club the charge for Solo Whist was to be discontinued and no visitors were to be permitted to pay for refreshments. Alcock’s were to fit new Imperial low cushions covered with Superfine Billiard Cloth to the billiard tables for 16 pounds.

The Council of the Old Colonists’ Association  received 550 pounds from Mrs. A.M. James, and 500 pounds from Mr.  Charles Young towards the building and endowment of cottages. A contract hade been accepted for their erection.  The cottages were to be known as the ‘E.M. James Cottage’, built and endowed by Mrs A.M. James in memory of her late husband,  and the ‘Charles Young Cottage’ , built and endowed by Mr C. Young in memory of his late wife. The Council had also received 500 pounds from Mrs M. Fairchild towards building and endowing ‘The Jessie Fairchild Cottage’  to be erected to the memory of her late husband  !!!!! check – Melbourne not Ballarat !!!!!

The Old Colonists Association of Victoria invited the Council to the laying of the foundation stones of two new cottages, the secretary being appointed our representative.

A picture of one of the old time mines was presented by T.T. Hollway, whilst John Sloan presented Meek’s Historical Atlas of Australia and New Zealand.

In June the Club sent a letter to the Council of the OCA re the exchange of the Reading and Card Rooms and the Visitors Room was to be furnished. Later in the month the Association replied ‘that the Committee of the Old Colonists Club be allowed to extend the Card Room when required and if necessary may take down the panels of the partition between the above named rooms to suit their accommodation but not to transfer their rooms.’ The picture ‘Our Brothers over the Sea’ was presented to the Club by T.T. Hollway. September saw new members Robert Irvine the Superintendent of Police and Physician Harold Bennett and a social was to be held with the Commercial Club on the 29th.

At the Association AGM in late September it was announced that the late Councillor Murray who had been President for 18 years had bequeathed 400  pounds to the Association which enabled a payment of 600 pounds off the mortgage.  At the completion of  the meeting a progressive euchre tournament was held for the members and their lady friends. Refreshments were available and a number of songs undertaken.

The death W.H. Gaunt was announced in October and that of F.W. Niven a short time later. At the Club AGM in November mention was made that a private room where Members could take their friends for transacting any private business had been furnished and that the no 2 Billiard Table had been fitted with its new cushions. The usual billiard and card tournaments had been held throughout the year, the customary one guinea was donated to the Orphan Asylum and the secretary who had had ten pounds voted to him appied for 6 months leave of absence from mid January.

December saw W.Trahar  appointed to the Committee of the Club and the cost of lighting the premises by electricity was to be obtained whilst as the new year dawned Mr E.H.L. Swifte was appointed to act as secretary to the Club during the temporary absence of Mr Graham. A letter of recommendation was given to Thomas McKay who had been Billiard Marker and assistant to the Club Manager for some three years and who had withdrawn from the Club’s service.

The Annual Bowling Match was held in mid February and March saw the presentation by C. Tromph of a Deane & Adams revolver which was in use at the Eureka Stockade, and the death of John Lynch snr who had been a prominent participant thereat was announced.  C.E. Grainger was appointed to Council to fill the vacancy caused by the death of H. Josephs.

In April the Club accepted the tender of Barret & Lamont for a marble topped  4’6’’  x  2’6’’ table with  blackwood frame and legs and fitted with castors for use in the Bar  and the Club manager was instructed that 4 issues of the periodicals were to be kept on the Reading Room table. At a Special Meeting  Mr Cochrane of the Electricity Supply Coy attended and gave an estimate for installing 33 lights varying from 8 to 32 candle power at 34 pounds and estimated that the annual cost of such lighting at 48 pounds. A decision was deferred until a joint meeting with OCA could be held. That meeting convened in early May to consider the introduction of electric lighting to the premises and it was resolved this it was desirable to install electric lights in the Card Room and Bar and an electric fan to ventilate the Card Room.

The Half Yearly Meeting of the Club was held in mid May where it was announced that the Club was in a sound position financially with a credit balance of  almost 102 pounds and had 126 financial members which was 20 up on previous year.  Card and Billiard Tournaments were to commence that month and assets including stock were put at 479 pounds with negligible liabilities.  The furniture, billiard tables and requisites had been written down nearly 20 per cent  in valuation.

As mid year approached E. Towl  presented the Association with an enlarged photograph of himself.

In late July as the result of a joint meeting of Sub Committees  it was agreed that the Club would pay the OCA  75 pounds per annum rent and the OCA would pay the council & water rates  and tenders were received for the installation  of the electric light. A wood shed was to be erected. A Social was to be held the 31st inst. and the acting secretary was voted 3 guineas for acting during the absence of Mr Graham. The following month the Club Committee were to assist the Council of the OCA to arrange the social to be given at the AGM.  Billiard, Euchre & Cribbage tournaments were to be held.

On the 13th September 1906 a Special Meeting was held regarding  the advisability of granting Mr J. Nicholls, the Club’s manager a holiday and it was resolved that the President and Secretary see Mr Nicholls and inquire if he would resign his position, and if so he be granted the sum of twenty pounds. A week later the Electric Light Supply Co were to inspect their work to see if there was any cause for the lights varying in brightness and Mr J. Nicholls, the Club Manager submitted his resignation and was paid 5 pounds more than had been agreed, the payment being confirmed by the Committee. A resident manager was to be employed at a salary of 2 pounds 5 shillings per week.

In October  James Turner was appointed resident manager of the Club and the secretary was to get a lad as a 2nd billiard marker  to attend from 7.30 – 10.30pm. Regarding the ballot for new members,  the members and not the Committee were to elect and a 4/5ths majority vote was required. If 1/5th  the members voted against a candidate that candidate would be rejected.

Further presentations  were made to the Association when in October John Wotherspoon presented a likeness, handsomely framed and Annie Josephs presented a photograph of her late husband.  The Council were invited to the jubilee of St. Andrews Kirk, and at Christmas the annual gifts were distributed to the recipients.

At the 18th   Club AGM in November it was announced that Electric light has been installed in the Card Room, Bar and Corridor and that the platforms in the billiard room had been raised which should give the onlookers a better view of the games. It was announced to the members that  Joseph Nicholls who had been manager  resigned on account of ill health and that he had been voted a retiring allowance of 25 pounds . There were 165 financial members and a  Social during the year was well attended by members and their lady friends, a most enjoyable evening was had. William Trahar was the new President.

At a Special Meeting regarding the election of Club members the amendment to Rule 5 was ratified, the Visitors Room was to be made into a bedroom for the manager, and acting on the solicitors advice the Bar was to be closed at 11.30pm.  To meet the new licensing regulations the age for eligibility to join the Club was increased from 21 to 23 years.

In early 1907 the property in Talbot Street was sold and extra bells were to be installed in the Card, Reading and other rooms.  James William Graham of Ascot Street, accountant, being Secretary  of the Ballarat Old Colonists’ Club of 20 Lydiard Street North applied for the Club to be registered as a ‘club ‘  within the meaning of the Licensing Act.

When a party from Ballarat  journeyed to Melbourne at the end of February for the Annual Bowling Match the newspaper  noted ‘as usual the train was late’.  After a tour of inner suburbs the party arrived at the Fitzroy Town Hall  for a warm welcome before proceeding on a tour of inspection and a sumptuous spread at the Old Colonists Homes in North Fitzroy. The contest was held at the Auburn Bowling Club in Barker’s Road which resulted in a win to Melbourne 62 to 56. In April the Wills Street property was offered for sale but withdrawn as the highest bid was only 70 pounds, it later being sold privately for  10 pounds above that amount

The Half Yearly Meeting was held on the 6th March where it was announced that 15 members had died during the six months, and 16 new members were elected. It was intimated that 400 pounds would be paid of the mortgage, reducing it to 2400, the reduction saving 20 pounds in interest. Mr E.E. Llewellyn observed that the Old Colonists’ Club was doing well, and likely to prosper more in the future. The President agreed that during the period of the Club’s existance nothing had occurred that  could deserve the Associations complaint, and that everything  was carried on splendidly by the Club.

Horse hair matting was to be placed around the billiard tables and the House Committee were to be requested to renovate the Strangers Room. At the Club a tobacco cutter was to be purchased for the use of the members and A.H. Nevett was elected a new member.

May saw the deaths of Sir Henry Cuthbert and A.W. Crowe announced whilst the Association President, Wm. Robertson died on the 27th June, the election of a successor being deferred to the Annual General Meeting. It was suggested that the Reading Room be opened on Sunday afternoons and it was decreed that  Members in all games of billiards after 8pm on Saturdays should not be allowed to exceed 40 minutes play for 1 shilling or 20 minutes for 6 pence.

In early July H.W. Stevenson was to be invited from Melbourne to give an evening exhibition of billiards, to play 1000 up and to then give exhibition of fancy shots afterwards,  all members and the press being invited. The Club Vice President Godfrey Abraham  ‘spoke very feelingly of the death of Mr Wm. Robertson a greatly respected member and Trustee of the Club’ whilst the architect F.W. Turton  was elected a new member.  A letter was received from the Ladies Art Association  asking for the Club’s patronage to their Floral Ball on the 11th July, which was granted and a Sub Committee was formed to assist the Association in arranging  the Anniversary Social.

Gas light fittings were to be left in place in case the electric lights failed and an advertisement was to be inserted in the papers calling for tenders for a new or secondhand billiard table in first class order which resulted in  8 quotations being received for a second hand billiard table varying from 40 to 75 pounds.  Those quotes  and 3 quotes for a new table were referred to the members at the AGM.

The secretary Mr Graham wished to be relieved of his office at the end of November.  The Club President and Committee expressed their regret at Mr Grahams retirement and it was agreed that reference be made to it in the annual report and it was also agreed that the managers salary was to increase to 2 pounds 10 shillings  per week. Scrutineers, regularly being the President and Vice President were always appointed at meetings to take the ballot for new members and on this occasion estate agent Edward Doepel was elected.

At the Association AGM on  Thursday the 26th September it was acknowledged that Wm. Robertson had been President for two and a half years, that he had taken a lively interest in the affairs of the Association ‘and whose genial presence was much missed by all.’  The Chairman, Vice President R.U. Nicholls  ‘referred feelingly to the death of the late President and stated that the Association had suffered much through losing him, he was always in his place, and too much could  not be said in his praise.’

Thanks were also expressed to the honorary medical officer, Dr. J. K. Richards for his kindness in attending to the poorer members during the year. Other well known members who had died during the year included Archibald Fisken, Edward Towl, William Tulloch,  and Alexander McVitty whilst the membership roll numbered 780, consisting of  654 life members and 126 annual members.

Treasurer of the Association for many years  John Wright , who had also filled many other positions, had, sadly been forced to resign due to ill health.

R.U. Nicholls was elected the new President of the Association, whilst E. Llewellyn became treasurer. The President expressed the hope that wealthy Old Colonists’ would not forget the Association in their wills. He contined that ‘it was a noble institution with high aims, and its charitable work was splendid and all enduring. The Association never forgot its poorer brethren, and any assistance that  might be forthcoming would be heartily welcomed.’

It was moved that an effort should be made to get the site of the Old Colonists’ Hall made into a freehold and that the Government be approached re same as they would  then get  their mortgage one per cent cheaper at 4 per cent, and it was also suggested that the Charity Sunday, which had been discontinued because it had not been paying should perhaps be resurrected.

Following the annual meeting a conversazione and euchre party were held, members of the Melbourne Old Colonists’ Association also being present. Musical numbers and recitations were included in the programme being arranged by the assistant secretary N. Coates, as the secretary, J.W. Graham was indisposed.

October saw the secretary placing avertisements not only in the local paper, but also in the Melbourne Age and Argus on behalf of the Old Colonists’ Club with the desire to purchase  a ‘New or second hand billiard table ;  must be first class. Send particulars on or before the 16th inst.’ It was also the month is which J.W. Graham wrote tendering his resignation due to failing health , after twenty years as secretary, and the Hon. Edward Morey passed away.

November saw the President present a portrait of himself to the Association  Each councillor expressed regret at the resignation of J.W. Graham, and the minutes were to record the appreciation of the splendid services he had rendered the Association. Applications were to be called for a new secretary, and the ballot was held at the Hall on November 20th . J.W. Graham continued as a member of Council.

At the Club AGM which was held on the 20th November.  Mr G. Abraham was elected President  for 12 months from the 1st December and  W.H. Tweedie was appointed a Trustee. It was decided to leave the decision regarding the purchase of a 3rd billiard table to the Committee and nominations were to be received as the Club was to appoint an Honorary Solicitor. A Special Meeting was held  re the proposed  alteration of Rule 1 where the word 200 was  to be replaced by 300 in reference to the maximum number of members of the Club but the matter of increasing the Membership was postponed for 6 months.

Another Special Meeting was held, on Eureka day the 3rd December in relation to the resignation of the secretary and H.W. Pyvis was appointed acting secretary for the Club until the  Committee meeting at which he was appointed secretary of the Club. The Ballot for the position of Honorary  Solicitor resulted in the election of W.T. Gills.  It was decided to purchase a new  billiard table and it was also resolved that cushions be put on all the seats in the billiard room whilst the billiard marker’s assistant was to be given one weeks notice, and sand was to be tried in the spittoons rather than saw dust. The stairs were to be carpeted. The decision was taken to open the Reading Room on Sundays as an experiment for 3 months from 2.30 – 6pm & 7pm – 10pm for Reading and conversation only.

At the December Association meeting an offer of the gift of a large allotment of land in Ballarat East was received from Mr. Geo. Lovitt and the secretary was instructed to convey the Council’s deep appreciation of his generous offer. The usual Christmas comforts were to be distributed to the old people.

January 1908 saw the death announced of another prominent pioneer, the Hon. D. Ham. The secretary was instructed to write to the Town Council to ascertain if in the event  of homes for old colonists being built on a block of land in Josephs Street whether or not the coucil would forego the collection of rates. The matter was considered by the Town Coucil in regard to the one acre block but was postponed pending the receipt  of information regarding similar homes at Fitzroy. In the same month the Club voted an honorarium of ten pounds sterling to Mr Graham, the Reading Room was opened on Sundays and George Beecher was engaged as attendant at five shillings per day. A chess set and table was to be obtained for the use of members and a better class of cribbage board was to be procured. New members included brewer James Joseph Coghlan,  auctioneer Robert Ludbrook and boot manufacturer James Hall.

The new ‘Commonwealth’ billiard table was to be purchased from Alcock’s who were to be requested to send up an expert to advise on the renovations required to the present tables and the Club Rooms were to be placed at the disposal of the Association for the Bi Annual visit of the A.G.A. of Victoria.

The Old Colonists’ Association of Victoria attended for their bi-ennial bowling match visit  on the 21st Febraury.  After arriving at the Western railway station the visiting party were welcomed by the mayor at the Old Colonists’ Hall . A tour of the city was then made, ending at View Point  where the steamer Golden City was boarded on a  day described as delightful for a cruise. After a tour of the gardens dinner was partaken of  at the pavillion. The competition was fought at the Central Green with an easy 39 point win to the Ballarat team, the visitors departing on the 7.10pm train.

When reporting the Half Yearly meeting in March the Ballarat ‘Star’ noted that The Old Colonists Association was one of the most praiseworthy institutions founded in Ballarat in that its objects were not for the selfish enjoyment of the members although they were well catered for in the matter of amusement and entertainment, but for assisting those old folk whose lives had not fallen in pleasant places.  It was reported that J.E. Graham, who had given long and valuable service had tendered his resignation the previous November and had been replaced by H.W. Pyvis. George Lovitt  made land in Joseph Street available for the erection of houses and the death was recorded of David Syme, the late proprietor of the Age ‘who took an undemonstrative but keen interest in the association.’

In April the Club banking account was transferred to the London Bank of Australia and a Special Meeting was called due to problems with irregularities in the election of new members.

May saw the notation of the welcome back to the Association  President who had been absent due to ill health for the previous 4 months. In August a sub committee  reported having visited the Associations reserve at Mt Clear, recommending that tenders be invited for clearing surplus timbers,  and  an invitation was received from the Old Colonists’ Association of Victoria, inviting Ballarat officers to the laying of foundation stones of three additional cottages by His Excellency, the Governor.  The Club saw the resignation of President Godfrey Abraham as a Club member however,  he was requested to withdraw his resignation and so he was in the Chair when the secretary’s salary was increased to 50 pounds sterling per annum.

In recognition of  the past services of  J.W. Graham it was moved that his subscription be charged to petty cash, the motion being carried.

With respect to the ballot for new Club Members future ballots were to be under the control of a Returning Officer, being the President for the time being, or in his absence the Vice President and in the absence of both that role would default to the Secretary.  The  Returning Officer would have the power to appoint a deputy or deputies, the secretary’s office to be the polling booth and the Returning Officer was to initial each ballot paper given out.  There was also a desirability for an improvement in the electric lighting.

As the Association were presently paying  five per cent interest on their mortgage it was moved  by the Club ‘that any  available funds the Club has to invest be put to the Association at three per cent interest per annum provided the Association can give the Club reasonable security for same ‘,  the secretary to ascertain  the nature of the security.

At the Committee meeting on Friday the 26th June it was decided that Fred Lindrum, the Boy Champion of Billiards be engaged for an exhibition match on 14th inst (July)and that the secretary ‘wire’ to that effect,  terms 5 guineas. With respect to the lighting  Mr Cochrane  had made an inspection and two Tantalum  Burners were on trial  whilst the matter of improving the lighting was left to the House Committee. The Card Tournaments were not progressing satisfactorily and in future the Sports Committee were to fix definite dates for all rounds of games whilst the alterations to the  fireplace in the  Card Room were completed.

The Humffray Street property was sold at auction at the end of July to Arthur Gilbert for 40 pounds 10 shillings and the land at Mt Clear was securely fenced at a cost of 120 pounds.

The 16th September 1908 was the 25th Annual General Meeting of the Association, the only nomination T.T. Hollway being elected President. The deaths of G.G. Lorimer, W.P. Bechervaise, David Ham, Charles Morris and Charles Seal were recorded.

The Hon. Medical Officer Dr. J.K. Richards expressed a wish  to see a start made on the erection of cottages and offered a donation of ten guineas towards same, Mr Richard Mitchell offered 25 pounds, Mr T.T. Hollway 5 guineas, Mr S.W. J. Clark 5 guineas and Mr H.C. Handford 5 guineas, ‘which brought applause’. A hearty vote of thanks was offered to the Press for their kindness at all times in assisting the objects of the Association.

October brought the news that the Card Tournaments had been abandoned and at the next meeting Mr Trahar resigned from the Club Committee because he was unable to devote the necessary time. It was the same month that Mrs Murray handed to the Secretary the silver trowel presented to the late President on the occasion of the laying of the foundation stone of the Hall. She also presented her picture and intimated that she would make a donation in the event of cottages being built.

The Club AGM was held in November where the new President J.E. Ashley commented that it was ‘his pride and priviledge to uphold the prestige of the Club ‘ A  ballot was required for Committee positions. The opening of the  Reading Room on Sundays was discontinued, two guineas was voted to James Turner ‘for his strict  attention  during the year to the Club’s interests as a Xmas Box.’ and new magazines included ‘Sketch’ ‘Puck’ &  ‘Sporting World ‘   New members included Thomas Wm Cowley Junr, Gentleman, and  Archibald McKay,  merchant.

From an Association perspective December saw  the normal distribution of Christmas comforts and  the announcement of the death of M.P. Whiteside, a very old member. The tender of A. Knight for renovating and painting  the front of  the premises was accepted and at the beginning of 1909 the Club disposed of bound volumes of Black and White and the Australian Journal, a cash register was to be purchased and timber merchant Charles Robert Sim was amongst the elected new members. Two bound volumes of the True Colonist 1835 and 1836 were donated by J.G. Tucker.

The annual Bowling Match was held at Auburn Heights and thanks were also conveyed to the  mayor and councillors of Fitzroy for their generous hospitality and kindness. April saw another invitation from the Old Colonists’ Association of  Victoria to the opening of additional homes at North Fitzroy whilst Walter L.C. Bailey was appointed as a member of the Club Committee in lieu of F.O’Bern who had resigned, the tobacco cutter was deemed unsuitable and the ‘Leader’ was to be added to the newspapers available to members.

A Special Meeting of the Club Committee was held in May where it was resolved that it was not advisable that Calcutta Sweeps  be held on Billiard & Snooker tournaments and it was proposed that the Club hold a Smoke Night Concert early in July. The matter of securing some one to sleep on premises during absence of  James Turner was left to the secretary.

At the Association AGM Wednesday 15th September President Hollway was an apology.  In order that the growing financial requirements could be fulfilled it was stated, ‘The Council desire to impress upon the members and friends of this Association, the necessity of securing as many new members as possible, to replace the inevitable losses by death and otherwise, so as the growing demands on the funds may be met.’ And at the meeting on March 30th 1910, in a similar vein,  ‘The Chairman in moving the adoption of the Report and Balance Sheet  referred to the success of having obtained a Land Reserve of about 8 acres at Alfredton and also the advisability of trying to improve the financial position of the Association.’

Also in September the Club loaned the Association another one hundred pounds.  At the Club AGM in November  W.H. Tweedie was elected President and Mr Cutter referred to the absence of a Ladies Social Evening regretting that the same had not been held as usual. The telephone was to be removed from the Visitors Room, 12 new chairs were to be purchased for the Card Room and the manager of the Club was voted a bonus of two guineas.

In 1910 regarding the Annual Bowling Match the minutes recorded, ‘a most enjoyable day and our members gave our guests a very hearty welcome. After a tour around the Lake and lunch at the Gardens the usual game of bowls was played on Central Green and we won by six.’ Our parliamentary and municipal representatives joined in the welcomes and subsequent proceedings.

At the Half Yearly Meeting in March a request was made that the Council of the Association would be grateful if members would at all times endeavour to further the aims and objects of the Association by introducing new members. In May, the Association and the Club decided to suitably drape the Building in Mourning at equal cost.

It was decreed that when playing Solo Whist every winner of any single event was to put 3 pence in a pool towards drinks and at a Special Meeting it was resolved that Messrs Gray & Lindrum  be engaged for a Billiard Exhibition at a fee of 10 guineas, whilst on the magazine front ‘Puck’ was to be discontinued.

In July the Minutes recorded the demise of J.W. Graham. ‘This Association has lost in the late Mr Graham a foundation member of the place, the first President, and for many years a most active secretary whose object was always to advance this Insitution – his funeral today was attended by many old and valued members of the Institution.’

Also in July a Smoke Concert was to be held, the date to be left to the President and Secretary  and John King was appointed to the Club Committee to replace the late T.N. Bell.  The House Committee were to confer with the manager  re an improved side table service  and it was proposed to give members a  ‘Ladies Night’ in September. A Special Meeting was held on the 3rd September to receive and accept the resignation of the secretary and consequently H.W. Pyvis was appointed acting Secretary until a permanent appointment was made.

The Club loaned the Association  another 100 pounds at 3 per cent in September as it had the previous year whilst there were concerns about problems with defective lighting over billiard tables, and in the Minutes a Record was to be placed in appreciation of the services of the retiring secretary. At a Special Meeting later in the month D.M. Paterson was appointed secretary at the present remuneration of 20 shillings.

At the Association AGM the deaths of two ex-Presidents J.W. Graham and R.U. Nicholls were announced, as well as, ‘Your Council has devoted all the available funds to the assistance of old indiginent members, thus fulfilling the objects of the Association.’ Mention was again made of the land at  Alfredton as a site for the building of homes for indigent members in lieu of the land at Mt Clear, which had been deemed unsuitable. The President T.T. Holway was also fulfilling the role of mayor.

October saw two new Card Tables and the building of a glass covering for the supper table whilst the lighting of billiard tables had seen a trial of the new inverted incandescent burners which had proved so satisfactory that they had been installed on all the billiard tables and were much appreciated by the players. They were said to greatly improve the appearance of the room. The Association took over a large presentation photo group of old German Ballarat Colonists that was presented to their President, the late W.E. Ballhausen who was also a member of the OCA. It was hung in the Central Hall.

In November, the month of the Club A.G.M. malster Alexander Henry White was elected a new member. At the meeting it was noted that the Club membership was at its highest, being 222 members, and the deaths of T.N. Bell, J. Wotherspoon, W. Graham & W.H. Batten ‘all of whom had recently been amongst us ‘ were recalled. Special mention was made that ‘the interest in inter club Billiard Matches was well maintained and proved very enjoyable’.  The President being C.E. Grainger, Vice Pres. A.E. Cutter, and Treasurer H. Tweedie.  Dr Richards suggested for consideration that the number of possible members should be reduced from 300 to 250 and  Mr Tweedie expressed ‘his gratification at the sentiments voiced by members, remarking on the air of geniality and good comradeship that always pervaded the atmosphere of the Club …. ‘

December saw a 2 guinea bonus voted to the manager and the deaths of Thos. Wellington and W.H. Batten announced.

In January 1911 the mortgage to the Ballarat Trustees Company stood at 2,000 pounds  whereas the original loan from J.P. Murray was 3,400.

In February the House committee were to oversee the purchase of a new bookcase  and ‘Century’ was to be discontinued whilst ‘Tatler’, the ‘Illustrated London News’ and ‘Byestander’ were to be tried for six months. Joseph William Pearce, Mining Manager, Ballarat East was elected a new member and it was noted that the lighting in the Reading Room needed improving. As a result the following month it was recorded that two pendant gas lamps with inverted burners and electric ignition were to be installed in the Reading Room as a sample, and another 100 pounds was to be loaned to the Association.

The bi-annual visit to Melbourne took place with seventeen members and two ladies making the trip. A reception was held by the Lord Mayor  at the Town Hall  then lunch was partaken at ‘The Houses’ at North Fitzroy whilst the bowling at Auburn saw a clear victory to the home side. At the end of March the deaths of  Thos. E. Gill and James Oddie  were announced  with Oddie at the time being the oldest pioneer resident of Ballarat.

The upgrading of the gas lights obviously proved successful as two more gas lights similar to the last installed were to be put in the Reading Room a short time later and

plans were to be prepared for alterations to the Bar and the Card Room.  The Sports Committee was to approach the Council Club with a view to arranging an interclub shooting match. Mrs J.P. Murray, who was very ill presented the Association with a glass case for the Foundation Stone Trowell and an illuminated address of the late J.P. Murray.

In May a letter was received from Alcock & Co re a Billiard engagement for A.E. Williams and F. Lindrum  at 12 guineas for a night and it was announced that a Sparrow Match v the Council Club was shot off on Friday 19th May,  the Old Colonists Team of 9 aside won the match by 35 birds to 31 and the outing ‘proved most enjoyable to all concerned’.  New member, Ironworks Manager Ralph Ramsay Cowley was elected and  Mr Miller attended the meeting with 3 schemes for improving the Bar Accommodation , the first 2 being for alterations to the present Bar, the 3rd to remove the partition between the office and the Strangers Room and to transfer the Bar to the enlarged room.  After lengthy discussion it was resolved to prepare an estimate of the cost of no 3 scheme  and the erection of a partition  in the kitchen to provide for a bedroom, and also for the introduction of a door in the Billiard Room facing the present Strangers Room door,  whilst also providing a water supply and drainage for the Bar.

In June it was moved that the proposed removal of the Bar to the north side of the building be proceeded with without delay, the motion being carried and at a Special Meeting in July which Mr Miller the architect also attended the Trustees of the OCA consented to the proposed alterations to the building. The  lowest tender of H. Swaine  for 74 pounds 2/6 was accepted. That was the month that the manager of the Club Mr J. Turner tendered his resignation and the secretary was instructed to ask Mr Turner when he would like to leave and to ascertain if H. Sudweeks  would agree to sleep on the premises. A new member was William Sloss,  Physician, that name now being synonomous with medicine in Ballarat.

At a Special Meeting to appoint a manager  Mr D. Paterson was appointed both secretary and manager and Hy Sudweeks was appointed Chief Steward on condition that  he slept on the premises at night. There was also a proposal to get a brass edging on the  counter, a chair rail was to be fixed on walls of the Visitors Room and a pole and curtains were to be put in the north passage east of the billiard room door. A  price was to be obtained to leadlight the upper half of the North Billiard Room door and a Euchre Party was to be given by the Club  on the 21st September.

Newly elected Club members in October were accountant Harrie Egerton Batten , solicitor Hugh Gordon Morrow  and another accountant Alec Fielding Tweedie,  mining manager William Pearce  following at the next meeting. At the November AGM it was announced that  membership was now at 256 , a new high. The Billiard and other tournaments had proved most successful in encouraging younger players and ‘the whole atmosphere of the Club had been one of friendly and harmless enjoyment and relaxation that proved the appreciation of the Members’  The incoming President was A.E. Cutter.

The dimunition  of the older members through death was however counterbalanced by a large increase of younger members, forty four new members being elected for the year, which was a record.  Debt was reduced by 300 pounds, primarily due to a loan of 200 pounds from the Club at a lower interest rate. Mrs Murray sent to the Association an illuminated address from the Ballarat Shire Council to her late husband, and on a locally contentious note Cr Penhalluriack, the Mayor of Ballarat East wished to present the Association with an enlarged and framed photograph of his mother who was the first white woman to be born in Ballarat.

The  Annual cleaning of the premises was to be commenced Jan 22nd 1912 and at the end of that month the loss of Member Geo F. Tippett was announced, he being buried at sea. The Club elected another New member accountant John Lindesay Ronaldson whilst they agreed to pay half the expenses incurred by the bowling match against the  Old Colonists Assoc.of Melbourne on the 1st March, the match being held at Central Green Ballarat and resulting in a big win to the visitors, 141 to 91. In April J.E. Ashley was appointed to the Club Committee to fill the vacancy resulting from the death of  C.E. Grainger and the death of C.C. Shoppee was announced.

As can be expected when any group of people meet regularly, and alcohol is available difficulties will occur and the propriety of the Club was protected when unacceptable behaviour was resolved by letters being forwarded to the ‘offending’ members informing them that complaints  had been received from other members regarding their conduct on the Club premises. They were informed that their conduct in future was to be more in harmony with a proper consideration for the well being of the Club.

A Special Meeting in May was held to consider the effect of the Determination of the Wages Board on Club Servants and it was resolved after considerable discussion  to dispense with the services of the boy whose duties would then be covered by readjusting those of the other staff.  A pendant scoring machine was to be installed over one of the billiard tables to test its usefulness and it was also the month in which distiller  Edward Francis Brind, of  Dunnstown  was elected a member.

Future Club  Committee meetings were to be held on Thursdays for a trial period and at these Meetings of the Old Colonists’ Club the Election  of New Members was customarily always held at 9pm, scrutineers being appointed  for the ballot .

In July the House Committee recommended that new magazines include the ‘English Review’ whilst in August another 100 pounds was to be loaned to the OCA,  malster Joseph White joining the membership list.

In September the secretary was to draw up a report showing the amount of Counter Lunch  expenditure for the year and at  the Association AGM it was reported that the death of  Vice President C.E. Grainger had been severely felt . An announcement was made regarding the future of the Association land in Gillies Street. ‘At the request of the City Council and for the purpose of furthering their abbattoir scheme, your council has ceded  to them our right to the Association’s land at Alfredton, the City Council promising  a suitable sight  of at least equal value in exchange,  and for which we are at present negotiating.’  It was expected  that the Association would receive ten acres at Perry Park in exchange for the old site in Gillies Street, South, and that a profit would be realised on the timber at Mt Clear.

The Ballarat Land Bill as produced before parliament was to provide for an exchange of land between the City Council of Ballarat and the Old Colonists’ Association. Twenty three acres of land held by the Association was to be exchanged for about ten acres of public reserve. The Melbourne Argus report continued that eight acres of the land transferred from the Old Colonists’ Association was needed for the extension of the proposed municipal abattoirs. Mr Elmslie said it seemed extroadinary  that in Ballarat where there must be thousands of acres suitable for the erection of a refuge for old colonists, it was proposed to take portion of a public park as land to be exchanged. A Mr Bayles said parliament should view with grave doubts any Bill which was intended to alienate any portion of a public park.

Mr Hannah said the land proposed to be exchanged was only half a mile from the lake, and might be of a considerable value. Parliament should call a halt until inquiry was made into the proposal, however Sir Alexander Peacock said that there was no necessity for delay. The second reading was then agreed to, and the bill passed through the remaining stages without ammendment.

Young Walter Lindrum the ‘Boy Champion of Australia’ was engaged for a Billiard & Snooker exhibition  on Oct. 22nd  at 4 guineas and the proposed Sparrow shoot was to be left in the hands of the Sports committee to arrange. In November it was reported that the ‘Sparrow Shoot held at the Miners Race Course on Nov.2nd had passed off very satisfactorily in spite of threatening weather  and all who attended enjoyed a very pleasant afternoons sport’.  The Club audit fees were reduced from 4 to 2 guineas and Commission Agent William Archibald Tweedie was elected a new member.

At the Club AGM the balance sheet was said to be a very satisfactory one as was the percentage of gross profit, the billiard and snooker tournaments had been most successful in encouraging  the younger players and trophies were presented, thanks being extended to the donors. The  usual 1 guinea donation to the Orphan Asylum was undertaken.

The year 1913 introduced the decision that another 100 pounds would be loaned to the Association apon application and it was decided that the front door was to be pushed to at 11.30pm daily. The manager would use the electric fan in the Card Room at his discretion. The ‘Scientific American’, ‘American Life’ and ‘Liberty & Progress’ were to be obtained for the Reading Room and  ‘Love Hand’ was to be relinquished. The magazines were to be stamped with a large rubber stamp including the date.  The secretary’s salary was to be increased to 2 pounds per week and James Gordon Tyler was elected as a member. Mrs Blythen, nee Blackburn of 12 Rowe Street called and protested claiming the distinction for herself of being the first white woman born in Ballarat, adding that she was born in Ballarat East in 1851.

The gates from the Mt Clear reserve were removed to Perry Park and Dr Richards sent to the Association a ‘Photo in Oils’ of the late Colonel Smith and a group of the City Council.

As the result of a Special Meeting in May to consider the advisability of putting new cloths on the Billiard Tables, after considerable discussion it was reolved that new cloths be put on the three billiard tables and cushions by Messrs Thomson & Taylor  using their best cloth, the tables to be tested and adjusted. Draper Harry Dent Davies was a new member. A Smoke Night for  Members was proposed for Thursday 24 July to consist of music from 8 – 10 pm with refreshments free during that time. Committee meetings to be called for 8.30pm instead of 8pm and an umbrella stand for the Hall was to be selected by the House Committee.  Walter John Smith,  Captain, Defence Forces, Ballarat was elected a new member and a quote was to obtained for re-papering and painting the Visitors Room.

It was announced at the Association AGM for the year ending 31/10/1913 that the City Council had consented to the acquisition of 10 acres of Perry Park as a sight for Old Colonists’ Homes in exchange  for the abbattoir site, although the deeds were still not through.  The end of the financial year for the Association was  altered to 31st October so as to coincide  with that of the Old Colonists’ Club.  The annual bowling match with the Old Colonists Association of Victoria at Auburn Heights resulted in an easy win to Melbourne and W.H. Stokeld was elected President, the retiring President Mr Blight having been ill for the last five months of his term in office.

At the Club AGM it was announced that 26 new members were admitted during the year and members were congratulated ‘on the high moral atmosphere of the Club ‘.  Billiard and snooker trophies were presented and the health of the King was drunk with musical honors whilst two guineas was voted to the Ballarat Orphanage. In December G.R. Valentine resigned from Committee and his resignation was to be held over for one month whilst the President, Ex President  and Treasurer were to wait on him to request him to reconsider  his action.  Ten guineas was voted to the secretary as a bonus .

THE GREAT WAR & BEYOND

In the year which saw the beginning of the Great War the Valentine resignation was accepted with regret and the void filled by F. O’Bern, who resigned that position within days, he being replaced by A.L.Bickart. The Card Room floor was to be covered with linoleum parquette and carpet squares, the red pattern stair linoleum being submitted by H. Davies & Co. and 5’6” x 9’ Axminster carpet squares the colour of which was to be selected by the House Committee, who were also to obtain pictures for the Visitors Room. Engineer Frank Hood Ronaldson was elected a new member.

The secretary obtained two pictures for the Bar whilst the House Committee were to oversee the sale of the secondhand magazines. J.E. Ashley’s resignation from the committee was accepted with regret and the Club were to pay half the cost of entertaining the Melbourne Old Colonists at the bowling match.  The match was held at Ballarat at the end of March with 35 visitors including seven ladies attending. Eighty one persons sat down to lunch at the Lake Pavillion  after a lake cruise  and visits to the fish hatcheries, orchid houses and the Agricultural High School were undertaken. Whilst the gents played bowls the ladies visited the terra cotta works at Eureka. Ballarat won convincingly.

The top two panels in each of the billiard room swing doors were to be removed and lead lights substituted whilst the Council were to be requested to bear half the cost of improving the front  Hall and inner door. Jeweller Charles Philip Marks was a new member of the Club. A Special Meeting of the Club was held in June to discuss improvements to the Card Room and Front Hall. Plans were submitted by  Messrs Clegg & Morrow for the Decoration of the Card Room, the ceiling to be panelled with laminated 3 ply wood, a 3 ft fresco and 5 ft dado in same,  all mouldings were to be removed and plain ones substituted, a new mantel and overmantel to be installed and the walls were to be painted  at an estimated cost of 104 pounds.   After exhaustive  discussion and consultation it was moved that the architects obtain alternative tenders for the full scheme and for the same scheme eliminating the dado and alterations to the architraves and mouldings. The meeting was adjourned for a fortnight.

The matter of fixing governors onto the gas meters was to be left in the hands of the House Committee and W.C. Morrow was to fill the Committee vacancy which resulted from the resignation of J.E. Ashley.  In mid July it was decided that prices for the Card Room upgrade were too heavy an outlay and the newly elected Mr Morrow was requested to obtain tenders for a steel pressed ceiling , painted walls and an overmantel.

It was moved that the Committee approach the OCA requesting that the Hall rent be reduced by 25 pounds per annum for two years as their contribution towards the improvements  in Card Room and the Club was also prepared to make improvements  to the front entrance if their request be granted.  The lowest tender, of J.H. Brown, which included a Buchanan’s pressed metal ceiling was to be accepted.

The ‘Australasian Traveller’ newspaper was to be obtained for the Reading Room and in August the report of Mr A.H. Nevett the Honorary Solicitor to the OCA, concerning the stability of the Associations title to the Old Colonists Hall site  in Lydiard Street was read and discussed.

The Association had made good progress financially and had spent a considerable amount on necessary renovations to the building as the main roof timbers were faulty, together with the decoration of the Card and Reading Rooms.  The thanks of the Association were due to the Old Colonists’ Club for advancing money at less than market rates. J.A. Blight was again elected President of the Association. The year following saw heavy expenditure incurred with further renovations that were absolutely necessary,  however that expenditure would not now re-occur. Again the Club had been good enough to lend 50 pounds which had been of considerable assistance. The Hon. Medical Officer, Dr. J. K. Richards had gone to the front on active service and was sadly missed and the deaths of J. Lynch and C.C. Shoppee were acknowledged.

The grate in the Card Room was to be built 3 inches further back into the fireplace and the President  and Treasurer were to select suitable tiles for its fireplace whilst architect

Lewis Stansfield Smith was elected as a new member.  A dozen small tables at  12/9 each were to be obtained from Tunbridges and the suggested improvements to the Entrance Hall were to be referred to the incoming Committee. Another writing table was to be provided in the Reading Room but there was to be no extra light. A tender was let for a new pressed metal ceiling in the Reading Room.

At the Club AGM the considerable sum of  25 pounds was voted being ten pounds to the Ballarat Patriotic Fund, the Belgian Relief Fund was to receive 10 pounds and the Red Cross Fund 5 pounds, the cheques to be sent to the Mayor of the City. A box for donations to the Patriotic Funds was to be put in the Bar. An  Honorarium to the Secretary of 10  guineas was  voted to the Manager  Mr Paterson in recognition of his services, 2 guineas was voted to the Orphan Asylum and Draft Ale was to be tried in the Bar.

The year 1915 saw a 12 inch diameter clock arranged by the House Committee to hang above the overmantel in the Card Room and a new member was solicitor Robert Hamilton Ramsay. In February the OCA were requested to remove the 4 gas standards at the Stair Head, or to have the gas pipes plugged up and drastic action was to be taken if betting was detected on Club premises. A  new member was Thomas Hurley, Inspector of Schools.

A Special Meeting was held in April regarding the often talked of improvements to the Front Entrance of the building and the purchase of  Easy Chairs and Foot Rests for the Reading Room. As a result Messrs Clegg & Morrow were to be instructed to call for tenders for improvements to the front entrance and 4 footrests ‘Rocking Chair Pattern’ were to be obtained for the  Reading Room whilst the purchase of  Easy Chairs was to be left in the hands of the House Committee with power to act.  The resultant tenders which ranged from 132 to 177 pounds were referred back to the architects for alteration as the cost was not to exceed 100 pounds. In May the  tender of Gates Bros for 102 pounds 15 was accepted for  improvement to the front entrance although sadly for history no details of the work were given. A request was received from the OCA for the loan of 50 pounds for 3 or 4 months which was agreed to at 4 months for 3 per cent interest.

The  President suggested  the erection of a permanent Roll of Honor for those members who have gone to the Front but it was decided that a permanent tablet would be rather premature at the present time.   Messrs Morrow & Cutter offered to design and execute a temporary Roll of Honour to be carried out in timber  and the offer was accepted with thanks.

The southern section of Perry Park was reserved in the Government Gazzette for the Old Colonists association.

In June  J. King resigned his position on the Club Committee and Mr  J.S. Lazarus acknowledged the good wishes of the Members on his departure for Gallipoli. Regarding the upgrade the design for glass in the front door was to be left in the hands of the artist at Brooks Robinson & Co and the door in the north wall  of the Billiard Room was to be closed for the winter  in order to obviate dampness in the room.

A Special Meeting in July was the venue to discuss the probable effect of the operation of the new Licensing Act on the Club business and it was ‘Decided to comply with the law on all things and to provide Beef tea, Coffee & c for members after 9.30pm’ The

Club Committee were to meet at noon Friday the 16th to decide on the colour scheme for the Entrance Hall. The Old Illustrated Papers belonging to the Club were to be sent to the Red Cross Society and the secretary was to contact the Clubs solicitor to obtain his opinion re  the keeping of the Bar door open after 9.30pm.

The Club felt that the most effective way to render assistance to the Australian Red Cross Fund would be to make a cash donation, the size of which was fixed at 25 pounds, whilst the re-graining of the front door and painting of portion of the building around the door  was to be left in the hands of the President resulting in a tender for that work by T. Kift & Son being accepted.  In August A.L. Bickart resigned from Committee but the resignation was to be held for a month. The House Committee were to investigate the possibility of economy lunches whilst a new member was Stephen Sampson , the Inspector of Police and with respect to the war it was resolved to invite the Officers at the local Camp to become Hon. Members of the Club during their stay here.

At the following Committee meeting the Bickart resignation was accepted with regret but no action was to be taken to fill the two vacancies until the AGM.  Brewer Charles Norman Tulloch  was elected as a new member. The Redemptorist Fathers offered to buy the Association Gates which were still to be erected at Perry Park but the offer was declined.

The AGM in November noted, ‘the Great European War was the dominating factor of the year and necessarily affected the Club in many ways . Thirteen of our members are already at the Front, amongst whom  Lt. Col. Alex. H. White had found a soldiers grave at Gallipoli. The turnover of the Club was smaller than in previous years and the Committee had economized in every possible way without the undue curtailment of comfort….’  W.L.C. Bailey was elected  President whilst a ballot was required for the  Committee the positions being filled by  T.G. Skewes,  W.C. Morrow, W.N.V. Booth,  W.D. Reid,  and W.A. Stark.  A.E. Cutter was elected treasurer to replace the retiring W.H. Tweedie, who was ‘the Alpha & Omega of the Club, he had been with them since its inception and had seen his efforts towards its growth  and improvement crowned with success.’  A toast was drunk with musical honors and trophies presented, the usual 2 guineas were donated to the orphanage.

As the year ended a new 54” electric fan was to be installed in the Card Room in the same position as the old fan whilst the renovation of the bases of the columns at the Front Entrance was to be left in the hands of the House Committee. Iron founder Leslie Lauder Trahar was elected as a member and  Mr & Mrs Harry Sudweeks agreed to sleep on the Club premises for a few months.

In January 1916 the Art Gallery Association wrote to the Old Colonists Association, ‘Gentlemen, Visitors to the Ballarat Fine Art Gallery have frequently asked to be shewn relics of the Eureka Stockade, and if you will favour us with a loan of some of  those in your possession the favour will be highly appreciated.’ An old Eureka pike was loaned to the gallery at that time and the following month it was reported that ‘The Associations Eureka Relics have been handed over to the Ballarat Fine Art Gallery on loan to be returned on demand’, but no details of the relics were furnished.

In February it was decided to place a bottle in the Bar for the tobacco fund for Col. Bennets Battalion and a further decision was that no more bulk whisky would be sold to Members for the present and a Special Meeting in April discussed the advisability of taking all of the Club whisky out of bond and storing it locally. Mr Tweedie reported that after having gone into the figures thoroughly he firmly believed that the bonded store was the best place for it and so it was resolved that all of the whisky remain in Bond except enough for current use. As mid year approached  Ex President  J. King died suddenly and ‘ the Committee were all feeling deeply the shock of his very sudden death’

Another Special Meeting was held in June, this time to discuss the Brewing Company’s of Victoria fixing the retail selling prices of Ale, Wine, & spirits, and also re the formation of an association of Registered Clubs for their protection and mutual assistance. Mr Tweedie was appointed the Club’s delegate to attend the Melbourne conference, with all his expenses to be covered. He later reported that an association was to be formed.

Correspondence was also received from the Association requesting on behalf of Dr Richards that the Club Committee take into consideration the advisability of improving the ventilation of the Card Room but it was resolved that no action be taken regarding the Doctors suggestion. Tailor Norman Ernest Whiteside, was elected amongst the new members. The death of Life Member R.T. Vale was announced.

August was the time for the election of a prominent  new  member,  Lieut  William Dunstan V.C. and the following month another new member Lieut. Norman Hugh Jones, the Area Officer at Ballarat was elected whilst in October a congratulatory cable was to be sent to Capt. J.W. Pearce on his winning the Military Cross.  The secretary was instructed to forward  Christmas Cards to Club Members at the front.

Yet again another Special Meeting was called to consider closing at 6pm where it was moved that the Committee of the Club decide that the new Licensing Act be complied with as it was presently understood. Another military new member was Capt. Thomas James Entwisle, the Military Registrar at Ballarat.

In 1916 the Association  expressed the hope that the war may come to a close. At the end of business at the AGM in November the President proposed the health of the King which was drunk with musical honors and the mayor of the City, Cr. W.D. Hill then proposed the health of the President. ‘He was very pleased to have the opportuninty of congratulating the Old Colonists’ Association on its financial position which was largely due to the President and which he thought was unequalled of its kind in Ballarat. He had the honor of being present when the Hon. Dow was here many years ago and this land was given to the Association, he knew Mr Blight’s late father for many years. Mr Blight had been a worthy citizen, a worthy Colonist and a worthy President, he had much pleasure in proposing his health.’

The President  expressed his delight in the eulogistic references made by the mayor, both about his father and himself, feeling the honor deeply, and was greatly obliged to him and to the members for the hearty way in which his health had been toasted. The Association was his hobby and he  intended to take as big an interest as ever in furthering (with the help of the Council and the members) its aims and objects.

The Club AGM reported  ‘  … the year had been as good as could be expected considering the war conditions …. ‘  W.H. Tweedie was elected President for the ensuing year and following normal procedure the Snooker & Billiard trophies presented, the first snooker tourney being won by D.McM Paterson, and the usual 2 guineas was donated to the Orphan Asylum. The ensuing Committee meeting  decreed that the Bar was to be closed strictly at 11.30pm and a  New Member was Alexander Barlow,  Motor Car Agent

At the close of the year the Club received a letter from the Returned Soldiers Club requesting a donation  which resulted in 5 guineas being granted. It was moved that two electric fans be put in the center flowers of the Billiard Room  ceiling and that electric light points be provided for each table to have two 100 power lamps, the gas fittings to be removed for which tenders ranged  from 24 – 34 pounds. Six white coats were to be obtained for the stewards.

The new year brought and invitation for the Club President to the opening of the Returned Soldiers Institute. The lavatory was to be improved and a price was to be obtained for putting pressed metal on the walls above the tiles and a Marble top to be provided for the washstand. The door was to be reversed and the gas fittings over the billiard tables were to be replaced by electric light.  

Another request for Eureka Relics was received, this time from ‘Forward Ballarat’ movement and support was to be given to the Ballarat Home Coming Movement  for the Easter festivities.

A March Special Meeting discussed the lavatory improvements and it was decided the  floor south of the screen would be covered with Permasite as well as the adjoining walls to the height of 4 feet. The same month the Club donated 3 pounds,  being the cost of one weeks rent of their Tea Rooms to the Red Cross and an electric exhaust fan was to be installed in the Billiard Room. In conjunction with the Association the front of the building was to be decorated for the ‘Home Coming’ and a farewell was to be held for Dr Richards who was leaving for the ‘front’ . A folio was obtained for the various Miners Rights etc belonging to the Association.

Mid year the Club donated 3 guineas to the ‘Avenue of Honor’ for tree planting on the Burrumbeet Road and correspondence was received from Lucas & Coy  notifying that  the tree in the Avenue of Honor allotted to the Club was no 992 in honor of nurse Mary Killeen. A sub committee was to be formed  to choose and erect an Honor Board whilst a Time Book was to be obtained for some of the employees. The Secretary reported that Lieut. N.H. Jones had left for the ‘front’ as an aviator. The gates were to be finally erected at Perry Park.

In October the Association were to lay new carpet in the Reading Room and requested financial assistance from the Club where it was decided that they were prepared to pay half the cost. Not more than one bottle of whisky was to be sold to any member per week and auctioneer Frank Besemeres was elected as a New Member. At the next meeting a letter was received thanking the Club for a gift of cigarettes for the returned soldiers and one guinea was donated to the Senior Cadets competition, per Capt. Entwisle.  The   Honor  Board was to be unveiled on Wed. 14 November.

The Club AGM reported that the Honor Board containing the names of 22 members had been unveiled, one of whom Capt. J. Wm Pearce M.C. had just been killed in action. A ballot was required for Committee positions but all the retiring members were returned and as usual the Trophies were presented with the usual 2 guinea donation to the Orphan Asylum. The Club drank a toast to OCA for the first time, the toast being described as a ‘pleasant innovation’.

At the Association AGM in 1917 it was stated that a substantial set of gates had been removed from the old site at  Mt Clear and erected at Perry Park, where it was hoped there would soon be some cottages erected for the old folks, ‘especially if the  Great War should soon be victoriously finished by us which was the earnest hope of all.’

In responding to a vote of thanks President Blight stated that he had arrived in 1852 and felt qualified to be called an Old Colonist. He had a warm corner in his heart for the Old Colonists’ Association. Mr A.E. Nevett on behalf of the Officers said, ‘it was pleasant to have their efforts so greatly appreciated, their work was a  labour of love, and all of them were only too happy to do what they could for so deserving an Association.’  In the absence of Dr Richards on war duties his role had kindly been taken over by Drs. A.B. Campbell and L. Ruscoe Steele.

The Club held a Special Meeting in December to consider the introduction of the Locker System and after discussion it was moved that that System be installed.  Twenty lockers were to be placed in the Visitors Room,  10 in the Card Room and 10 in the Billiard Room.  All spirits except Brinds Gin were to be sold by measure after the 7th January 1918 @ 6 pence each per nobbler and the Balcony blinds were to be renovated and properly secured.

In March 1918 the secretary’s action, taken under legal advice, in declining to pay the Federal Income Tax was confirmed by the Club committee and a cribbage tourney was to be held after Easter along with the usual billiard & snooker tournaments. The resignation of T.G. Skewes from the Committee as a result of  his brother being killed in action in France was to be held over and a letter was received from the Ballarat Returned Soldiers League requesting financial assistance  towards a building fund for a home for Returned Soldiers.

A Special Meeting of the Club in May resolved that 100,000 Bar Tickets would be printed in 4 books of alternate colours and the secretary was to initial  each ticket,  which were to be sold by the himself or members of the Committee. At the unanimously  expressed wish of the Committee Mr T.G. Skewes withdrew his resignation and it was announced that 5 guineas was to be donated to the Red Cross Fair.

In June the ‘Midweek Pictorial American’ was to be obtained for the Reading Room  and distiller Edward Francis Brind was elected as a New Member. An up to date grate was to be installed in the Billiard Room fireplace and a stove supplied for the north end of the room. September  saw that matches were to be withdrawn from the rooms and sold at 2 boxes for a penny and Cards and Christmas parcels were to be sent to members on active service. A Special Meeting in September was held to consider the Ticket System and resolved that the system should be abolished.

October brought a name that was to become synonomous when  New Member Charles Henry Grattan Anderson,  the Electoral Returning Officer was elected, and a letter was received from the Mayor requesting the Club to make a ‘Strong Post’ in the welcome to General Pau & the French Mission on  6th November for which the Club was to be decorated.

At the Club AGM the President A.E. Cutter, referred to the ending of the Great War ….  ‘We all rejoiced that the time of strain and suffering was over and peace returned and hope that a misplaced sentiment at the Peace Conference would not prevent terms being made, that would make peace secure for very many years.’ Mr W.D. Reid the incoming President proposed the toast to the OCA which he described as ‘practically the father and mother of the Club’.

At the November Club Committee Meeting thanks were conveyed to the Hon. Alex. Bell MLC for his kindness in supplying the Club with copies of Parliamentary Debates as they were issued.

The Association AGM recorded,  ‘ The year 1918 brought the welcome news, and the  President expressed the great joy of the victory which had just crowned our efforts in the Great War  which had lasted over four years, and he trusted we would have no more bloodshed for very many years to come.’  It was announced that 2nd Lieutenant  E.S. Holgate and Lance Corporal  L.J. Malin had fallen on the field of Honor.  The President proposed a toast to the ‘British Empire’. ‘It is the first time in history that so great a fleet  as the Germans had surrendered without a fight.  He trusted that war was now stopped for all time, and the British Empire had taken no small part in bringing about the Victory. Men and Women had all done their part well.’

Regarding the Annual General Meeting W.H. Stokeld protested against members being in other parts of the building  and yet not taking part in the meeting, and he felt that it was a slight to the Association and its officers.  Jas. Tulloch thought the Club members should show more courtesy as the Old Colonists’ Association was a worthy institution and did a lot of charitable work. He was pleased that the time had arrived when a little joviality could be introduced into their proceedings.

H.C. Hanford proposed a silent Toast to Absent Friends. ‘Many of our Members have lost relations, some of our Members are also missing, but in a better land, he would propose a silent toast to those who have gone from us for ever.’ As usual the Club was to close on Christmas Day until 7pm and the usual thorough cleaning was to take place as soon as practical after the New Year.

January 1919 saw  Mr Booth present the Club with a drawing by David Low whilst in February it was decided that a copy of the ‘Australasian Manufacturer’ was to be left on the Reading Room table for a month  whilst the  Old Colonist’s  Club  defeated  the Commercial Club 135 to 83 in cricket match described as a  pleasant time in good weather with the ‘friendly spirit of rivalry appreciated by all present’,  a return match to be played a short time later.

March saw a  New Member printer Henry Burton Berry whilst arrangements for the Peace Celebrations were to be left in the hands of the President,  Secretary and Treasurer. It was resolved that two billiard cues would be presented to the Returned Soldiers Club Billiard Room as the result of a request from Col. Bennett and 5 guineas was to be donated to the Widows & Orphans Influenza Relief  Fund

The following month New Members included medical practitioner William Ambrose Spring and clerk Herbert Fielding Tweedie,  F. Lindrum was to be engaged for an Billiard Evening at 5 guineas and the Club would close on Good Friday until 7pm. As the year passed the halfway mark as well as Billiard & Snooker tourneys a 4 handed cribbage tourney was underway as well as a single handed tourney which was creating a lot of interest.   Tailor Norman Ernest Whiteside was elected as a New Member. July was also the time for a Special Meeting  re the closing of  the Club on Peace Day Sat 19/7/1919  where it was  resolved  that the ‘Bar was to be closed absolutely until 7.30pm’. Another Special Meeting was held at 10.30pm on Friday  July 18th regarding the motion to close the Bar and to rescind the motion carried at the previous meeting, however it was  defeated.

The claim of the servants for overtime on Peace Day was not entertained but it was agreed a Social would be held to welcome home the soldier members of the Club. It was also decreed that the stewards and billiard marker were to be paid weekly and a  returned soldier was to fill the billiard marker vacancy.

The Association AGM saw a vote of thanks to Dr Richards who had resumed duties in normal life after his war service whilst at the Club Mr A. Mackay was welcomed as a new member of Committee at a Special Meeting. This meeting resulted in the Secretary being instructed to inform the stewards that if they took drinks with the members they did so under the threat of dismissal. The end of November saw  Messrs McKay & Treadwell  also welcomed as new members of  Committee and  Mr T. Grantley, the billiard marker was to be given three days holiday as requested to be  married and he was also granted 3 guineas as a present.  Committee meetings were to be held at 8.30pm during the summer months rather than 8pm.

The Billiard Marker did not last long after his marriage as in December he was discharged by the President who was to advertise for another with the President, Treasurer and Secretary to select the suitable replacement, whist as the new year dawned  the front door was to be closed at 6pm.  As the result of a wage increase Stewards were to receive 3 pounds 5 shillings per week and a billiard marker 2 pounds 10 shillings,  all spirits were to be sold on the measure and the New York Pictorial, Bystander, and the English Review magazines, the Commercial Travellers paper and the Liberty & Progress were to be dispensed with whilst  The Strand magazine was to be substituted for Gearsons.

March saw a notation that the swing doors on the western side of the Billiard Room were to be locked and a Special Meeting on the 27th resolved that the three billiard tables would be fitted with new cushions and standard pockets. Another Special Meeting in May decreed that Subscriptions were to be raised from one to two guineas per annum the motion being carried  41 for and 17 against.  The same month as steward H. Sudweeks departed after 11 ½ years service, the billiard marker position also being tenuous, as his dismissal was announced in June and a new  marker was to be engaged at 65 shillings per week. Thanks were given to Mrs Stark for entertaining the ladies with Afternoon Tea on the occasion of the visit of HRH Prince of Wales on June 2nd.

As the year entered its latter half a sliding window was to be put in the wastern wall of the Bar,  and the final quarter saw a two guinea donation to the Liquor Defence League . November saw the resignation of  T.T. Hollway and others and the arrival of New Member, auctioneer Edmund Doepel. Future monthly Committee meetings to be held on a Wednesday.

January 1921 saw R.H. Ramsay replace W.D. Reid who had resigned from the Committee whilst in March 1 pound 10 shillings was to be  paid to the Cricket Association for the use of the ground for the cricket match, together with 10 shillings to the caretaker to answer the challenge from the Commercial Club

The 17th March saw the contest of cricket between the Old Colonists’ and the adjoining Commercial Club. The ‘test’ match was played at the Eastern Oval with the Old Colonists’ captained by  W.J. Treadwell and the Commercial by D. Stewart, the Old Colonists’ losing the toss and being sent in to bat by the opposition.

There were stringent conditions laid down. The bowling was to be underarm, “grubbers’ were not permitted,  no player was to bowl more than two overs, whilst every batsman on scoring a total of 15 was to retire. ‘The Old Colonists’ made 91, and by the manner in which the runs were made by the respective batsmen it was not difficult to distinguish between those who knew something about the game and those who did not.’

J. Mark,  A.S. Rusden and  H.Batten each managed 18 by turning their last scoring shot into a boundary, thereby stretching the limit by 3. A century total was in sight until W. Hoare bowled a devastating over and claimed a hat trick. When Commercial batted they opened in style with  T. Antcliffe hitting ‘a beautiful six’. Whilst the teams were 15 a side the Commercial Club reached the total with a loss of only 12 wickets. Revenge was taken when the Old Colonists’ easily beat Commercial in the return match.

In April F. Lindrum Jnr was to play an exhibition match on the 20th . The Committee decided to accept a German Helmet from J. Pearce the same having been sent out from France by the late Capt. J.W. Pearce M.C., a former member of the Club and it was also agreed that  no member was to introduce more than three visitors in one day unless by special permission. In June a  letter was received from the Old Colonists’ Association  drawing the attention of the Club to some old minutes to the effect that the Club should pay all profits to the Association and should bear the whole expense of keeping the upstairs portion of the premises in repair, the letter asking for a conference between the two bodies.  W.H. O’Bern resigned from the Club Committee.

The desired Joint Meeting occurred in late June and three options were considered, firstly, being that the Club was to pay all profits to the Association, secondly, to place both bodies under one control being that of the  Association, and thirdly,  to increase the rent paid by the Club, the extra payment to be used to reduce the mortgage, however the matter was not resolved. In August the Association rejected the Club’s offer of 100 pounds per annum rental and suggested 125 pounds and so the Club in a retaliatory move decided they would suggest that they received current rates of interest on their loan to the Association. Oilcloth was to be obtained for the floor under the billiard tables.

At the Club AGM in November 1921  Wm Booth was elected President and it was decided that 2 guineas each would be donated to the hospital,  the Orphanage and the Benevolent Society,  Country Membership (outside 10 miles radius) was to be one guinea retrospective to November 1920 and the usual trophy presentations were made.

December saw future Club Committee Meetings altered to the 3rd Thursday of each month,  the fanlight over the inner front door was to be altered so that it could be opened and Mr Thursfield fully explained the up to date system of lighting rooms by artificial light.  A ceiling light was to be tried in the Billiard Room over the north table.

The New Year saw a Special Meeting to discuss the position of the Club re the sitting of the Licensing Reduction Board for the reduction of Club licenses.  Mr A.H. Nevett  was instructed to appear on behalf of the Club whilst Mr F. Besemeres recommended that as many as possible of the Club’s prominent members should appear at Court to speak of the Club’s convenience and necessity. At the meeting Mr  W. Brazenor was extended a hearty welcome as a new member of Committee

Dunlop rubber treads were to be placed on the main stone stairs, the Annual Bowls Match was to be held in Melbourne on the 3rd February and the Club were donate the considerable sum of 25 pounds to the  Ballarat Hospital Special Appeal.  The old system of lighting the Billiard tables was to be retained and a center light was to be installed in the ceiling to take the place of the wall lights.

February 1922 saw the Licensing Reduction Board look at the situation with the Clubs. The police said that all the clubs were well conducted and that they had no recommendation to make, but they did provided figures. The Old Colonists’ Club had a membership of 215 in the previous November,  the Ballarat Club 125, the City Bowling Club 74 whilst Central Bowling Club had 189 members and the Ballarat Commercial Club adjoining the Old Colonists’ had 80. The Central Club had neither card nor billiard tables.

In regard to the Old Colonists’ Club Mr Nevett said numerically it was the strongest Club in Ballarat. They had large well furnished apartments, a spacious billiard room with three tables, and accomodation for social functions. The Association and the Club were separate bodies and members of the Club must be  members of the Association,  as well as residents of the British Empire or of Australia for 21 years. In response to a question about what was done with the Club’s profit Mr Nevitt replied that the Club paid 75 pounds per year to the Association, and also lent money at a low rate of interest to the Association. He was then asked about the rights of an Association member who was not a member of the Club to be on licensed premises and the reply was that  only members of the Club were allowed to use the bar and billiard room. The Secretary, Mr D.M. Patterson  said there was a big sale of sweets, cigars, cigarettes, and soft stuff. The licence was important to the welfare of the Club, and its withdrawl would be a serious matter. They also had a Reading Room, there was no residential accomodation but cold meat and refreshments were obtainable all day. There was a staff of five. Non Resident Visitors were also received and the previous year there were a total of 300, only non residents being admitted as visitors. If the club’s licence was cancelled their members would have to go elsewhere and pay more.

Evidence was given that the adjoining Commercial Club was formed in 1875 for social and literary intercourse. It was not a residential club but was exceptionally well furnished and was close to the Old Colonists’ Club, but all persons who were qualified to join the Commercial Club were not qualified to join the Old Colonists’, there were very few professional men in the Commercial Club. Like the Old Colonists’ their block was granted by the Government. The merger of the Old Colonists’ Club and the Commercial Club was canvassed with the new club leasing the Commercial Club premises however Mr Nevitt replied that the subject of a merger  had not been discussed.

A Special Meeting of the Club was held on the 1st March to discuss a letter from the Commercial Club re the suggestion of the Licensing Reduction Board that the two clubs try to amalgamate. Four members of the Club  Committee were to be appointed to confer with the Commercial Club. At the end of the month a Joint Sub Committees meeting was held at the Commercial Club to discuss the possibility of the amalgamation of the two bodies and it was resolved that in view of the difficulties disclosed at this conference, which it was felt would prevent the amalgamation of the two Clubs, it be a recommendation to the Committees of each club that they instruct their solicitors to inform the Licensing Reduction Board to that effect.

The steps on front stairs of the building were to be painted. The Club suffered a burglary on its premises and 21 pounds cash and 9 pounds stock were  taken whilst  Mr Treadwell applied for six months leave of absence to go to England with the Australian Bowling Team.  Aeration of bulk ale by cylinder gas was to be given a trial.

The ends of the steps of the front stairway were to be painted to harmonise with the rubber treads and a letter was to be forwarded to the Old Colonists’ Association asking them to improve the lighting of the Reading Room,  side shields were to be placed on the fan lights of the Card Room windows, and socially an afternoon sparrow shoot was to be held in June.

**June saw the acknowledgement of letter of condolence from Mrs J.T. Sleep. A new   nomination for membership was Electrical Engineer John Raymond Blight  whilst new  members included  Enginer  ***** Vernon,  Bank Clerk Wm. Joseph Tozer White, Tailors Cutter Frederick William Gribble and Secretary  Wilfred Jasper Coghlan. The President Wm. Booth,  and Messrs Cutter and Ramsay were to be a sub committee to confer with the OCA regarding the rent.

The 23rd June was the time of a  Joint Sub Committee Meeting  to decide as to whether or not the Club could afford to pay a higher rent. The Club wished to know what the money from the higher rent was to be used for and many outlets was the reply.  It was resolved to adjourn until the Annual General Meetings of both  the Association and the Club and a view was expressed as to bringing about an amalgamation of the two bodies .   ‘Golf Illustrated’ was to be obtained for the Reading Room.

In August a Special Meeting of Committee of the Ballarat Old Colonists’ Club was held to consider the Notice of Application by the Commercial Club for a re-hearing of the summons to the said Club to show cause why its Licensed Premises should not be deprived of a Licence and also to decide whether the Old Colonists’ Club should oppose the application of the Commercial Club. It was moved that Mr A.H. Nevett be instructed to appear on behalf of the Club to oppose the application for a re-hearing, and to engage Mr W. Lewers as Counsel.

Mr. H.W. Pyvis was asked to reconsider when he resigned as an Auditor, and the golf sporting paper  ‘The Globe’ was also to be obtained for the Reading Room. In September the resignation of Mr Pyvis was accepted with regret  whilst the President was to entertain the members at a ‘Smoke Night’ on 11th October. Used magazines were to be sent to the Returned Soldiers Club and the following month a slot machine for matches was purchased. It was suggested that new cloth was needed on the South Billiard table, which should be reserved for Billiards Only, and the cloth from the south table would be transferred to the north table whilst the screens from the four ceiling ventilators in the Card Room were to be removed.

There was a large attendance at the Association Annual General Meeting in November 1922. Whereas the previous year there had been besides the President and Council only eleven members present,  in 1922 that had swelled to ninety one members at the meeting. The nominations for President included John Alexander Blight and the Hon. Alexander Bell M.L.C., and there were seven nominations for six council positions. Members A.E. Cutter and W.J. Irwin were the scrutineers of the ballot and Col. Brazenor and E. Doepel were the scrutineers for the Council election.

The Vice President J. Tulloch took the Chair and announced that the retiring President J.A. Blight had been re-elected. Blight was congratulated by Alexander Bell and decorum was maintained when the vanquished congratulated the successful.

A note in the margin of the Association Minute Book  records ‘make some old people members’. ‘Mr F. Besemeres moved and Mr W.H. Middleton seconded that it be a recommendation to the incoming Council, that a Sub Committee with Dr Richards be appointed to select a number of suitable old people, and to make them members of the Association with a view to giving them assistance’, the motion being carried.

At the Club AGM  William James Treadwell was elecxted as the new President  and the usual 2 guinea donations were voted to the hospital, orphanage and the benevolent asylum, the amount being amended to 3 guineas. There was also the usual presentation of trophies. In December New Members included Funeral Director Douglas Barnes and Foundry Proprietor  William Trahar.  A donation of one guinea was voted to the Benevolent Society Tobacco Fund.

The New Year of 1923 brought the news that  the varnishing and painting of the Hall  was to be proceeded with.

In Mid march the Sub Committee appoimted to suggest improvements in the Billiard room recommended that a new cloth by Alcock & Co, best quality be put on the South table and that a new set of billiard balls be purchased for it, and that the table be reserved for billiards only. It was also suggested that Alcocks system of lighting be installed on one table (3 lights), that 10 cues be re-shafted and 4 cues purchased. The President, Mr Treadwell, Mr Tweedie and the Secretary were to attend the sale of the Commercial Club furniture and to purchase as they saw fit.

April saw the ‘Evening Sun’ newspaper subscribed to whilst May inducted  New Members including the Prinipal of Ballarat College Mr A.S.M. Poulson,  grocer  W.T.B. Ritchie, and bacon curer  J.C. Foord. The matter of an entrance fee for new members was discussed and a Special General Meeting was to be called at which the Committee would recommend that an entrance fee of 3 guineas be charged to new members. The discarded Billiard Cloth was sold to the Ballarat Bowling Club for their offer of 5 pounds.

The resulting Special Meeting decreed that an Entrance Fee of 3 guineas be charged from 7th June 1923. In August 10 guineas was donated to the Benevolent Home Appeal, a  Club Smoke Social was to be held, and in September The ‘Strand’ and ‘Scientific American’ magazines were to be cut out, the ‘London Punch’ and the ‘Morning Sun’ were to be purchased and a sample copy of the ‘Auto Car’ was to be obtained. The new Card Room was to be painted at a cost of 45 pounds and general alterations to the Bar were costed at 459 pounds.

At  the Association AGM A.H. Nevett  was elected President and there was again the need for a ballot for election to Council  with  R.H. Ramsay and C.H. Anderson acting as scrutineers. In the absence of Dr Richards due to illness his Association role had been performed by Dr. Sturgess. and Mr John Ross who was welcomed as the oldest member of the Association present at the meeting responded in a ‘reminiscent vein’. At the Club AGM  Robert Hamilton Ramsay was elected President with the usual. 3 guinea donations to the hospital, Benevolent Asylum, Orphan Asylum and Nazareth House as well as the usual  trophy presentations.

As Christmas closed in two new members Holt & Moran were welcomed to the Club Committee, new blinds were to be obtained for the balcony and it was agreed that  Hon. Members were to have the full privileges of the Club. Half a dozen white metal  half pint pots engraved with the Club monogram were to be obtained.

As January 1924 dawned due to the increase in staff wages the present bonus system was discontinued and it was ascertained that to install an efficient electric goods lift would cost nearly 400 pounds.  Eight new canvas blinds obtained for the front balcony and seating accommodation was to be provided in the Wine Room. The secretary was instructed to engage a junior assistant and he was also granted a half day off duty per week.

At the Association meeting in January  the most important business of the evening was described as considering a very generous public spirited offer by Mr & Mrs F.J. Williams, both Ballarat natives, to build a cottage on the Association ground at Perry Park, something after the style of one of the Hassell Home Cottages for occupation by some deserving old couple. That offer was immediately followed by another from Mr S.W. J. Clark, a member of Council. Both offers were promptly  and gratefully accepted The Ballarat ‘Star’ reported, ‘and it is hoped that the cottages will form the nucleus of the community of old people, whose declining years will be made smooth and happy by the comforting possession of a free and permanent home assured to them. The fact that the Association has 10 acres  on which to build, will, it is confidently expected, be an inducement to other charitably mined citizens to come forward with similar offers.’

At the February meeting the sub committee formed the previous month to oversee the building of the cottages reported having inspected Perry Park and the Hassell Homes and favoured the proposal to erect the two donated houses immediately, and if further donations could be obtained they were of the opinion that two or four more homes could also be proceeded with.

A Building Sub Committee meeting was held in mid March re providing theatre chairs for and altering the doors of the Wine Room and the secretary was instructed to see whether Messrs Tunbridge & Sons were able to supply 8 chairs with split hide on the seats and dark red on the back. It was decided to halve the middle door perpendicularly and to hang both halves with parliament hinges and also to hang the west door with similar hinges.

The Club Committee meeting had a large attendance of 114 members and it was reported that the sub Committee had decided to have the center billiard table and cushions recovered by Alcock & co. whilst the following month it was reported that  the north billiard table had been fitted with new cloth, the center table with new cloth on the bed and cushions and the cloth of the south table had been stretched,  all the tables re-levelled and re-spotted. The chairs for the Wine Room were being built and the ‘Sydney Mail’ was to be obtained for the Reading Room whilst the English and American magazines were to be obtained by mail instead of cargo boat.

Mid year saw New Club members printer John Fraser and tinsmith Thomas Tuke Hollway whilst a Special Meeting on the 28th July resolved to purchase a new National cash register  with an electric motor attachment.  The By Law allowing Solo Whist to be played for not more than 6 pence was to be more strictly enforced and the newspapers of the 30th September of that year reported on ‘An Interesting Ceremony’ -  the handing over of the two Old Colonists’ Homes.

HANDING OVER THE HOMES

‘The Old Colonists’ Association was concerned yesterday with an exceedingly interesting ceremony, the formal handing over to them by the donors, Messrs Fred. J. Williams and Sidney W.J. Clark, of two homes for old colonists which had been erected by them.’ The two cottages were described as ‘commodious  and artistic houses’. They were built in clinker brick and rough cast with tile roofs, ‘which gives an element of solidity and colour blend which is most pleasing. They both contain one large living room, bedroom, with wardrobes built in, a comfortable kitchen with a good stove, and all appliances requisite in a modern kitchen. There are also a well appointed bathroom and washouse and all conveniences, and the conveniences are so placed as to be very comfortable for the old folk. This was noticed and commented upon by many of the visitors to the homes.’

The cottages were designed by architects Messrs Clegg and Morrow and built by H.B. Wyatt. The background of the pine trees contrasted well with the color scheme of the cottages, the surroundings having been taken into consideration.

The Ceremony

The large crowd gathered in the main avenue and were received by the President of the Association A.H. Nevett, the Secretary D. Patterson and the committee. The secretary of the Old Colonists Association of Victoria was present, as were the donors of the cottages. At the call of the President the first gathering was at the entrance to the Fred Williams’ cottage where after the ubiquitous photographer had discharged his responsibilities Mr Nevett addressed the gathering.

He thanked the donors and said that it had not been convenient to have a formal laying of the foundation stones of the cottages, nor was it convenient to have a formal opening at the time when the first two old couples were placed in occupation. ‘It  was decided that the formal acknowledgement of the generosity of the donors should take the form of a public handing over of the cottages by the donors themselves to the Council, to be maintained by the Council in perpetuity as homes for old pioneers of small means, who through vicissitudes of fortune, may happen to be left without a home in their declining years.’

Before the donors were called upon a brief outline of the history of the Old Colonists’ Association was entered into. The Association it was said was formed in 1883 by a number of old pioneers of this city and the Association is founded on the same lines, and is affiliated with and has the same objects as the Melbourne Association, but at the same time it is a distinct and separate body, having complete self control over its own funds, properties and affairs.

Substantial financial and other help had been given to old members who required it in their declining years, and also to old pioneers who required it and who came under their notice – even though they did not happen to have been members of the association. From inception the building of cottages had been an objective but due to the lack of  sufficient funds for their building and maintenance none had been undertaken. The land granted at Mt Clear had not been utilised because it was considered ‘rather far out’ and the site was exchanged for one in Gillies Street, south, which inturn was swapped for the Perry Park site.

The grounds were laid out under the direction and advice of Mr A. Farrer, and competitive designs for the laying out were called for, the winning design was that of Messrs Coburn. The best features were chosen from several designs and a start was then made and entrusted to the capable hands of Messrs Farrer and Vernon ‘to both of whom we are greatly indebted for the trouble they have taken.’

Mr Nevitt also mentioned the former President, the late John Blight ‘who perhaps more than any other member of Council always kept in view the objective of the ultimate building of cottages.’ The O.C.A. of Victoria were also thanked for the help they had given, their officers having always been most anxious and willing to assist in every way with advice and suggestions. There was also great scope for further generosity on the part of those who could afford it to complete the laying out of the grounds and buildings.

Fred. Williams then presented the first cottage. He was accorded a very cordial welcome, more so because practically everybody present knew him personally. ‘He and Mrs Williams were delighted to be present. They had been through the cottage with the occupants, and the words of these good folk had left him unable to make long speeches. They had been something that both would cherish. He had while in Ballarat tried to do something for the city, but nothing that he had ever done had given him so so much real pleasure as this, to hand over the keys of a home for an old couple, who he and Mrs Williams sincerely hoped, would live long to enjoy the peace and comfort of  what they could call their own home.’ He then presented Mr Nevett with the keys, who handed the keys to the occupiers.

The company then moved to the second cottage where after the photographer completed his duties Mr Clark in hand turning over the keys to that cottage stating that it gave him very real pleasure to be able to present the building to the Association as a home for old people, It was always a pleasure to be able to do something for the pioneers. He hoped that it would not be the last time they would be assembled at such a ceremony as this, for he was optimistic. Many more cottages could be erected on that area, and many old people could thus find a shelter in their last years.

Subsequently the company was entertained at afternoon tea in a spacious marquee erected in the grounds. The chair was occupied by Mr A.H. Nevitt, who was supported by the Mayor and Mayoress Nicholson and many leading citizens. After the loyal toast there was a  toast to ‘The Donors of the Cottages’ which was proposed by the mayor who expressed his sense of appreciation at being present on what was really a unique occasion. The toast was actually a quartet one as it included the wives of the donors. Both donors replied.

A toast was proposed to ‘The Old Colonists Association of  Victoria’ and responded to by the secretary of that organisation, Mr Woodward. He said that in Melbourne they were building two cottages a year and presently had 102, and 56 people waiting for tenancies. In Melbourne the cottages were built in pairs of terraces, but he was much enamored of the single cottage idea, and his committee intended to build one of these in Melbourne in honor of the founder, Mr Geo. Coppin. The rest of the afternoon was spent in a social manner.

As from the 1st November 1924 the Club were  to pay the Association 104 pounds rent

and many years experience was lost when Messrs W.H. Tweedie,  who had held every Office in the Club and W. Brazenor decided to retire from the Committee. F. Bessemeres was the Incoming Club President and 3 guineas each was again donated to the usual four charities and the trophy presentations were made.

There was no requirement for a ballot for positions at the Association AGM,  the attendance also dropping by fifty percent on the previous year. Regarding the building of a cottage, ‘Mr Brind moved Mr Nevitt seconded that it be a recommendation to the incoming Council that the Association and Old Colonists’ Club get together and put up another Cottage at Perry Park, supported by Mr Tweedie’ and the motion was carried.  Although referring to another cottage it is the first reference to the building of cottages in the Minutes.

December brought the news that no action was to be taken at present re a ‘Listening In’ set and unlike previous years the Club premises were to be kept open on Xmas Day under the supervision of Messrs F. O’Bern and T.F. Moran, all the staff  having a holiday until 7pm Parliament hinges were to be put on the eastern door of the Wine Room and no action was to be taken re the suggestion that the Reading Room should be opened on Sundays.

In  February  1925 L.V. Holt resigned from the Club Committee and the Annual Bowling Match with the Old Colonists’ Association of  Victoria was to be held  on Thurs 5th March at Central Green, Ballarat,  being the same month the Club decided to donate 10 guineas to the Orphanage appeal.  A.H. Nicholson was elected as a New Member.

April saw H.E. Batten elected to the  Committee to replace L.V. Holt  and the salary of  the Secretary & Manager was to be increased to 5 pounds per week.

Mid year the Card Room lockers were to be painted the same colour as the room and more lockers were to be obtained  whilst in September the Association as landlord gave notice of their intention to add to the rental 8 per cent of the cost of connecting the Club premises with sewerage. Mr H.W. Pyvis was appointed an auditor to the Club in place of the late J.A. Blight.`

As the year drew towards a close it was agreed after discussion that an Honorary Member may be put up for two consecutive months  and at the Club AGM when F. O’Bern was elected new President there were eight nomination for five Committee positions. Three guineas were voted to the usual four charities, trophy presentations took place and there was to be a recommendation to the incoming Committee that the Club was to close at 12 o’clock sharp and all members were to have equal privileges. At a Special Meeting in late November  Ian A. Macindoe was welcomed as a new member of Committee  and it was recommended that the Club adopt a system of  tickets in addition to the locker system and also that the Club was to be shut at 12 o’clock sharp as per the recommendation.

At the Association AGM Mr Kerr moved and Mr Farrer seconded that a minute be placed on the books recording the magnificent gifts of Mr & Mrs F.J. Williams and Mr S.W.J. Clark  in donating cottages for the use of old couples. Mr Besemeres moved that it be a recommendation to the incoming Council that an effort be made to devise means whereby some definite steps may be taken to erect a cottage during the coming year. Support was forthcoming and it was noted,  ‘The Club would do everything  possible to help the Association  in trying to devise means to build another cottage.’

Early in 1926 the subject of sewerage saw it jointly decided that the water closets would be placed on the first floor at the south end of the rear balcony and that the Club would pay the extra cost of installing them in that position.  The Club President conveyed the thanks of the Old Colonists’ Association Council for the Club’s generous promise to defray the extra cost of putting the water closets upstairs whilst the renovation of the Visitor’s Room was to be left in the hands of the President and a demonstration of the Electrolux Vacuum cleamer was to be obtained.

In February arrangements were made for the Annual friendly game of bowls to be played in Melbourne in April and the sale of the lockers in the Visitor’s Room were to be left in the hands of the President. A ‘Hoover’ vacuum cleaner was to be purchased for the Club and a Boesser glass washer was to be purchased for the Wine Room. The ‘Ticket’ system was to be abolished forthwith and a meeting was to be held on 22nd to arrange for the Anzac Day programme, the President to represent the Club.

By May the sewerage was almost completed, mid year 2 guineas was voted to the War Memorial Appeal and weeks later the Club’s share of the sewerage connection was designated to be 145 pounds.

There was a poor attendance at the Association AGM in 1926, only eight members apart from the President and the Council attending the meeting. Mr Brind suggested  that an effort be made to induce  old Ballarat boys in the various states to return to Ballarat for the Home to Ballarat movement in January 1927. He further proposed that the Reading Room be opened on Sunday afternoons so that Old Colonists’ could make use of it, however he was rebuffed when the President ruled that out as impossible. Undeterred Mr Brind  then suggested that the number of old people to whom Relief is extended should be mentioned in the Annual Report.

Regarding ‘free burial’ Mr Brind mentioned that he had received a verbal offer from Mr C. Cairns, Hon. Secretary  of  ‘The Silver Club’ to assist in the burial of indigent  old colonists by providing ground in the cemetery for that purpose.

Mr Tweedie, as President, presented to the Association a handsome  enlarged photo of ‘The Homes’ and Mr Farrer moved that ‘the Association accept the picture and hereby tender its best thanks to the President for his generous gift.’

At the Club AGM  T.F. Moran was the incoming  President and a name to become synonomous with the Old Colonists’,  C.H.G. Anderson was elected to the Committee, the usual 3 guinea donations to the four local  charities were amended to 5 guineas each and a minute was placed on the books in appreciation of the long and efficient services of Mr W.N. Booth who had been on the Committee for the past 19 years and had twice occupied the Presidential chair.

Future Club Committee meetings were to be held Mondays instead of Thursdays and as Christmas approached the front door was to be left open until 12pm with the Club to be closed on Christmas Day until 7pm. A wireless set was to be obtained for the Club.

In 1927 the annual bowls match was to be held on Wednesday the 23rd March and the brass rim of the bar counter was to be nickel plated. Prior to the Annual Bowling Match as part of the tour of the city for the guests from Melbourne a visit was paid to the Old Colonists’ Homes in Gillies Street. ‘Most favourable were the comments passed by the visitors on being shown these homes which are of the cottage type. Well attended and maintained gardens in front of the homes came in for complimentary remarks.’

New lighting was to be installed in the Reading Room. Mr Telford, the Railway Billiard  expert  examined the billiard tables and recommended that they all had new cushions, were leveled,  supplied with blanket coverings sewn to the present cover and that the room be kept warm. In future the whole of the Club Committee were to act as scrutineers of the ballot for membership.

In June the Club donated 5 guineas to the South Street Society appeal and the following month a safe was purchased for 45 pounds,  the old one being sold for twelve and in September two bound volumes of  ‘Black & White’ were donated to the Benevolent home. Whilst the billiards were  ‘ok ‘ the  cribbage tourney was ‘dragging’.

In mid October ‘after discussion it was resolved to make no alterations to the wireless outfit in the immediate future, as improvements are being made every week’ and as the AGM’s approached two small glass topped tables at 7 pounds 5s each were to be obtained for the Visitors Room.

The origins of the ‘Club Cottage’ were defined when a deputation from the Association waited on the OCC President and requested the favourable consideration of the Committee in the matter of wiping off the 500 pound loan at present owed by the Association to the Club and it was resolved ‘that it be a recommendation of the Committee to the Annual General Meeting that the 500 pounds owing by the Association to the Club be presented to the Association, to be used by it towards the erection of a cottage at the Homes, to be called the ‘Old Colonists Club cottage’, and that the club provide a further sum not exceeding 250 pounds to complete the erection of the Cottage, the erection of such cottage to be left in the hands of the Association, and to be proceeded with as soon as possible.’

At the club AGM where W.J. Treadwell was the incoming President the 500 pound ‘loan’ for the Cottage scheme was approved and again 5 guineas was voted to each of the four charities, and as per all Club AGM’s the trophy presentations were made.   Mr A.E.C. Kerr, the President of the OCA presented Dr J.K. Richards, the Hon. Medical Officer of the Association with a handsome chiming clock in recognition of his excellent and devoted services in that capacity for the past 25 years. The President of the Old Colonists Club supported the Presentation.

From an Association perspective, Mr Brind, undaunted by previous defeat, at the AGM in November 1927 again suggested that the Reading Room be opened on Sundays and Mr A.E. Cutter suggested that photographs of the retiring Presidents be hung in the Reading Room.  With Christmas on the horizon  Warne Wilson installed an eliminator in place of the wireless ‘B’ battery for 9 pounds 10s and it was decided to keep the Club premises open on the Christmas & Boxing day holidays.

Early 1928 was the time of the acceptance of the tender for the erection of the Club Cottage at the Homes, the successful tender being that  of McIver Bros for 695 pounds. In a change of past tradition it was suggested that it be a recommendation to the Old Colonists Association that a suggestion be made to the Old Colonists’ Association of Victoria that the Annual Bowling  Match be held for players only, with no ladies in attendance, no Dinner, and no drive. Building wise the window in the east end of the Wine Room was to be hung on central pivots.

The Courier on Friday the 22nd March 1928 highlighted a change. ‘Old Colonists At Play.  Association v. Club Members.     In the Old Colonists’ Association are many enthusiastic bowlers affiliated with the different local clubs. In previous years an annual match has been played between teams representing the Ballarat and Melbourne Associations, but owing to the Melbourne Associations inability this year to continue the fixture, the suggestion was put forward that a match be played between teams representing the Association and Club.

The game took place on the Ballarat Green ‘which was in excellent order, although a trifle ‘holding’ owing to the recent rain’ and resulted in a win for the Association 
115 to 93. A return match at the Central Green was agreed to at an early date. Merely a week later the Old Colonists’ had another day out when five rinks competed at Central. The game was played ‘in the happiest of conditions’ and resulted in a win for the Club 111 to 76. Only one Association rink was up on the game and there was much rejoicing over that fact.

In April L.H. Vernon and C.T.C. Kirby appeared as a deputation representing the Legacy Club and requested a donation towards the National War Memorial of Victoria  (Shrine of Remembrance) which  resulted in a 50 pounds sterling donation to the Shrine which was to be spread over 5 years in annual instalments of 10 pounds.  The inscription for the foundation stone of the Old Colonists’ Club Cottage at  ‘The Homes’ was discussed. the death of Past President F. Besemeres was announced, the Club was to be closed on Anzac Day until 7pm and the secretary was instructed to purchase a Carpet Broom Sweeper. The western door of the Billiard Room was to be closed for winter.

Mid year L.H. Vernon’s report  on the Ventilation of the Billiard Room and the Heating of the Club Premises was read and discussed and the report was referred to the Association to ascertain their view. In August an invitation to visit the Orphanage was to be accepted for 3pm Sunday 26th August  and the Club President W.J. Treadwell and Messrs Batten & O’Brien were to be a sub committee to meet the Association sub committee in conference regarding the subject of heating and ventilation.  The Sporting & Dramatic News, a weekly was to be obtained for one quarter.

A.H. Nicholson was engaged to put in four 11 inch tubes from the ceiling through the roof of the Billiard Room which made a pronounced improvement in both the Billiard and Card Rooms and the Committee thanked the Sub Committee who supervised the work.

At the Association AGM  the President  congratulated the members on the satisfactory financial position of the Association, on the good work effected at The Houses and on the larger amount of Relief money expended. Thanks were also expressed to the Ventilation Sub-Committee, being the President, Kerr and members F. O’Bern and A. Farrer for the efficient manner in which they had attended to the ventilation of the premises. S.W.J. Clark expressed his pleasure at the Bowling Matches held between the Association and the Club and he hoped they would be continued. It was suggested that photographs of Past Presidents should be hung on the walls.

The President of the Club, W.J. Treadwell proposed a vote of thanks to the Association President and appreciated the latters remarks re the gift to the Association of the Club Cottage, which would shortly be officially handed over. It was carried with acclamation. The Association President  replied voicing the kindly friendly spirit  existing between the two bodies.

Presentation of the Club Cottage

Monday November 19th 1928 saw the Club Cottage presented. The newspaper  the following day reported, ‘There is no prettier sight in Ballarat than the part of Perry Park where the Old Colonists’ Association homes for old colonists are situated.’ The two other houses were similar in appearance but the latest addition was of a different design, but quite in keeping with the rest. ‘All present a cheerful and artistic appearance, which is enhanced by the bright hues of the little gardens surrounding them. All have electric light and up to date household and sanitary arrangements. There was quite a gathering of members of the club and association for the ceremony yesterday’ the article continued.

Mr W.J. Treadwell, President of the Club, in handing over the home to Mr A.E.C. Kerr, President of the Association, said it would have been quite an informal affair, but it was thought a public function might be the means of inducing others to provide more homes.  He hoped that would be the case. The work of the honorary medical officer DR. Richards was mentioned. He had held that position for 26 years and had attended all the worthy old colonists who had required his services professionally, without fee or reward. It was mentioned that the Club was a separate body, although the members were all members of the Association, and met for social enjoyment. They had not been unmindful of their duty, and each year it had been their pleasure to make donations to worthy institutions in Ballarat. This year they had given  50 pounds to the Shrine of Remembrance Fund.

The good work done by the architect Mr Morrow was appreciated and also the assistance given by Mr Arthur Farrer, a member of the Association, who gave very valuable advice as to the layout and construction of the building.

Mr Kerr, as President of the Old Colonists Association was asked to take possession of the cottage and he replied that it was a proud moment for him to accept the responsibility on behalf  of the Association.

A Special Meeting was held  which resolved that  ‘All nominations for Membership must be accompanied by the entrance fee and subscription payable, which will be refunded if the client is not elected a Member of the Club.’ And the AGM followed where it was noted ‘the outstanding event of the year being the donation by the Club to the OC Association of a handsome brick cottage at ‘The Homes’ Perry Park.’ Inter Club v Association Bowling Matches had been introduced in place of the Melbourne Old Colonists Association matches and had proved more interesting and attractive.’ ,  H.E. Batten was elected as the incoming President,  5 guinea donations were made to the usual charities as well as the usual trophy presentations for billiards, snooker, cribbage and euchre.

In December a letter was received from the Association thanking the Club for the wireless outfit for the Club cottage and at the Club  syphon soda and Daylesford mineral water was to be supplied free with spirits.  Rule 4 was to be amended so that the President for the  preceding year would automatically become a member of the Committee for the next ensuing year without nomination or election.

The now keenly contested Association V. Club bowling match was held again in March 1929 at the Ballarat Green. It was fought on six rinks and resulted in a draw at 142 points apiece  whilst the re-match at Central saw a 20 point victory to the Club, and the Club, on a roll won both contests the following year the second victory being by the substantial margin of 67 points. The year 1931 saw another Club victory as was the case in 1932 but the margin however was reduced to 4 points, the Association claiming a 40 point victory in January 1933. In April the Club donated 3 guineas to the Tasmanian Flood Relief Fund and an enjoyable Bowling Match against the Central Club with 6 rinks playing was held on the 13th with  Central winning easily.  No employees were to be on the Club premises on Anzac Day  and solicitor Thomas Edmund Byrne was elected as a New Member.

The Rev H.E. Nolterius wished to join the Club if the Committee thought it was in order for members of the clergy to do so  and in July a Progressive Euchre Evening was to be held as was a Billiard Teams Match , President V Vice President,  whilst the enquiring  Harry Edward Nolterius, a Clerk in the Holy Orders became a New Member.

The Progressive Euchre Evening was a great success as was the President’s Billiard Match, the vice President’s side winning comfortably.  A Concert was to be held on Wednesday 28th August  and another Progressive Euchre Evening on 4th September.

As a result of correspondence from the Returned Soldiers League requesting help for sick soldiers it was resolved that 5 guineas be donated and a letter was also received from the Police social club with thanks for the donation of billiard cues. Mr H.F. Tweedie was appointed  an auditor as a result of the resignation of H.W. Pyvis and a second hand typewriter at 14 pounds 10 s was to be purchased for Club Office use

At the Association AGM the friendly spirit between the two bodies again surfaced  when the retiring President, A.E.C. Kerr  expressed his appreciation of the kindly co-operation of the Club President and Committee. At that time Mr J. Glasson warmly welcomed the incoming President, S.W.J. Clark, congratulating him on attaining the highest office in the Association and wishing him a happy and useful term of office. The  President replied and also welcomed Messrs H. Michelson from Queensland, and C. Phillips of Rocky Lead, two old members of the Association.

At The Club AGM where C.H.G. Anderson was the incoming President Dr. Richards drew attention to the unsatisfactory ventilation of the Billiard room. The usual 5 guineas was voted to the regular charities and  trophy presentations were made.

As the next decade was about to dawn the secretary was to cease duty every night at midnight and to close down unless one or more Committeemen who were present were willing to carry in which case the secretary was to hand control to those members, whilstafter the New Year the charge for local telephone calls was to be raised to 2 pence .

The Bowling Match was held at Central Green and was won by the Club It was described as a pleasant afternoon in excellent weather and was a great success with a return match to be held.  In mid March reference was made to the first bowling Match against the Ballarat Club on the City Oval Green where after a most enjoyable game the Ballarat Club won by one mere point.

The Club was to be closed on Good Friday as usual  and 17 tenders were received for the alterations to the toilets,  the lowest being 1055 pounds which was 205 pounds in excess of the architects estimate.  After numerous meetings and the submission of plans deemed too expensive for the upgrading of the toilets and associated areas the tender of S.J. Weir for 532 pounds, being the lowest, for the upgrading of the toilets only, was accepted.

In July it was noted a successful Billiard Teams Match President v Vice President had been held and in future Club Committee Meetings were to be held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. September saw that Smith’s Weekly was to be added to the newspapers in the Reading Room and in October the President reported on the progress of additions to the rear of the premises.

At the Association AGM the President proposed a special vote of thanks to the Officers and Members of the Old Colonists Club for their generous action in erecting up to date lavatories for the Hall premises. The Association fully appreciated the good work done by the Club & wished them every success for the future.'

In December, the mayor in his report to council conveyed his congratulations to the Old Colonists’ Club on the handing over of the third cottage to the Old Colonists’ Association and he noted. ‘The handing over of this cottage has already produced the promise of a fifth cottage, and it is expected that the erection of the fourth, ‘The Crombie Cottage’ will commence next year. The cottage erected by the Old Colonists’ Club cost 772 pounds, and is an evidence of the useful work this Club and Association are doing.’

The Clark Cottage was equipped by Mr & Mrs Clark with a ‘wireless outfit to the wonder and admiration of the occupants. Mr Clark’s idea is to make the evening of the old folks lives sweeter and happier, and that after all, is the real motif of the Old Colonists Association.’, the newspaper reported. Regarding the Old Colonists’ the article spoke of the ‘big spirit of helpfulness. It is not the ‘charity’ as known in the days of Charles Dickens and Thackeray – it is friendship, comradeship – the spirit that made in the olden days the diggers stand by each other, and  which is still being exemplified in the ‘Diggers’ of the war days. And so the installation of the wireless outfit in the Clark Cottage was done in the spirit that would make the old folk there feel that they were in their own home, as indeed it is ;  that because they are some of the pioneers, the generation which has followed delights to honor them ; and is happy to know that in providing these homes they are not offering charity but doing what is a duty bequeathed to them as a legacy from the founders of Ballarat in providing the old folk with homes brught up to the last word in comfort and sanitation and equipment, and communication with the outside world.’

In January 1931 an account was to be opened for expenses incurred in Social functions for Members and the entertainment of Visitors whilst the following month 2 guineas was to be donated to the hospital appeal at the request of the Black Hill Ward ‘Queen’, the Charwoman was to get a weeks holiday if she could provide a substitute ant it was reported that both bowling matches had been most enjoyable and an excellent time was had by all. Solicitor John Curwen Walker was elected as a new member of the Club.

Another donation was made by the Club when 2 guineas was voted to the Returned Soldiers & Sailors Appeal whilst the Association would not spend any money on proposed additions to the building at the present time as their funds were required for other purposes.  In May the death of former President and Committee member T.F. Moran was announced.

Old stocks of whisky were to be reduced in strength to the legal limit and a joint visit to the Benevolent Home was to take place on Sunday 5th July whilst in August the Club Committee Meetings were again changed when it was decided that they be held on the 4th Tuesday of the month.

At the Association AGM. J. Glasson was elected President and proposed the health of the O.C. Club, thanking them for the way they had treated the Association both in Building & Finance. Mr R.H. Ramsay Vice President of the Club replied expressing appreciation of the wonderful good feeling existing between the two bodies.' 'Mr A.E.C. Kerr proposed the health of the incoming President, welcoming him as a willing and efficient Chief of this important Association.'   At the Club AGM R.H. Ramsay was elected President and Cyril Gilmour Palmer and Stanley Walker were elected to the  Committee.

As 1932 presented itself the 3 billiard tables were to be covered with the best match cloth including new rubber cushions and pocket webbing with a 5 year guarantee on the life of the cushions to be supplied,  from Alcock Thomson & Taylor and a price to French polish the tables was to be obtained.  No action was to be taken regarding the installation of a shower bath, the matter being referred back to the architect to submit a fresh estimate for putting in a shower only,  in the cheapest way.  Mr Gilpin was trying out a new electric wireless outfit with a DC to Ac converter.

The reciprocal arrangement for interclub membership offered by the Corio Club was accepted and a Bowling Match with the Corio Club was to be held at Geelong on the 16th April.  Mr Walker’s quote for French polishing the billiard tables was accepted and the 3 old billiard cloths were sold to the Mechanis’s Institute who expressed their sincere thanks for the opportunity and the Club threw in the old sets of rubber cushions. An opening night for the Billiard Room was to be held after Easter with a Pres. V. Vice Pres match whilst a bowling match held against the Association on the 4th February had resulted in a draw, a return match to be held at  Central Green on 17th March.

A  wireless set installed on approval was to be removed as was the fan installed on approval in the Card Room but 3 new sets of  Bonzaline billiard balls were to be purchased. The Associaton won the bowling match against the Club but having no control over the weather the match with the Corio Club at Geelong was cancelled because of heavy rain. A loud speaker was to be supplied for the wireless in the Club Cottage at the Homes. A Progressive Euchre tournament evening was to be held.

In a display of unity in May the President of the Association and the President of the Club were to jointly host a smoke night whilst mid year brought the announcement of the death of treasurer Alfred Ernest Cutter and as a result H.E. Batten was appointed acting Hon. Treasurer until August when W.N. Booth was appointed to that position. A four handed progressive Cribbage tourney was to be held in late August  and September brought the news that  W.N. Booth declined to accept the position of Treasurer which was then awarded to F. Ellis. A review of wages saw a significant reduction and problems with interference in the radio were addressed.

At the Association AGM it was announced that the Relief vote had been increased ‘and apart from the expenditure on a new cottage etc they would have shown a profit.'.  The re-elected President Mr Glasson announced that the coming year would be the Jubilee of the Association and he hoped something worthy of the occasion would be done.

At the Club AGM  F.O’Bern was elected President and R.H. Ramsay was elected a Trustee in place of the late A.E. Cutter, 3 guinea donations were made to the usual charities and Dr J.K. Richards who had been the Hon. Medical Officer for 31 years,  emphasized the excellent work done by the Association and the smooth working together of the two bodies.

With the end of the year approaching the Club was to pay the cost of painting the Club Cottage at the Homes., an All Electric Wireless costing 35 pounds was to be purchased from W.F.C. Herbert,  including a 12 months service not including replacements, the old set to be sold to H.E. Batten for 7 pounds, and the slate of the north billiard table was repaired.

In January 1933 the House Committee reported that the ‘London Sketch, Windsor Magazine, Table Talk, Sydney Mail, Commercial Travellers Magazine and one Herald and one Sporting World’ were to be discontinued, and the secretary was directed to write a letter of sympathy to the Corio Club, Geelong who had recently experienced a serious fire. The usual  Association V Club bowling and return bowling matches were to be held

and in March  a Special Meeting agreed to donate 10 guineas to the Orphan Asylum Appeal.

The Club was to close on Anzac Day, and Good Friday until 7 pm and a bowling match at Geelong v Corio Club was to be undertaken on Sat 1st April. A Progressive Euchre Tourney was held in May whilst new members included Master Printer Clement Allan Hoskin, Beaufort merchant John Robertson Wotherspoon,  and Manager Jack Roderick MacLeod.  The Club Committee Meetings were to change again and to be held of the 3rd Tuesday of each month in future.

The death of W.H. Tweedie, ex President and Trustee was announced in August and F.Lindrum Jnr was engaged for an exhibition on Monday. 11th September at a cost of 5 guineas, that being the month that the Hon. Treasurer F. Ellis resigned and C.H. G. Anderson was appointed Treasurer of the Club until the end of the financial year. It was decided to take no action re the purchase of a patent Electric Rifle Shooting Machine which had been offered and in November the Club donated 2 guineas to the Sir John Monash Memorial Appeal and Alfred Wilton Bennett was to be nominated by the Committee as a Trustee for the Club.

At the 50th ANNUAL MEETING of the Assoociation Dr J.K. Richards was elected President and. Mr A.E.C. Kerr proposed the toast to the O.C. Club coupled with the name of the President Mr F. O'Bern.

In December Haydn Scarr West was welcomed as a new Club Committee Member and Commission Agent Edgar James Bartrop was elected as a new member. Early in the New Year  the Club V Association Bowling Match was to be held whilst the return match at Ballarat against Corio was held over. The Association won the bowling match at Ballarat Green whilst the return match at Central Green was won by the Club 96-85. Monthly Committee Meetings were now to be held on the 1st Tuesday of each month.

The House Committee Meeting  resolved that 21 inch Domus grates  be put in the Reading, Card and Billiard Rooms with  Mr W. Morrow the architect to choose the grates and supervise the work. New linen blinds were to be obtained for the Card Room.

The Corio Club was to attend in March 1934 for match at Central with tea to be taken at Brazenors at 6.30pm,  the Club to pay for the visitors whilst Club Members would pay for themselves  and there was to be no liquor at the meal. The match resulted in a win for the OCC 153-119, all concerned having a most enjoyable day and Eight Hours Day was selected for a similar match each year. The Sports Committee recommended that six new Beauflux lights be placed on the north billiard table.

A President v Vice President Billiard Night was to be held in mid April and a Four handed Euchre Tourney was to be held for trophies on the 16th May and to help combat the winter a truck load of Mallee Roots were purchased. Glass finger plates were to be installed on the front doors as recommended by the House Committee and in November the tender of Stansfield & Smith for the painting of the Billiard Room and Main Landing etc, was accepted and sadly by todays standard the decorative ceiling of the Billiard Room  and Hall were to be painted out. It was suggested that a board with a list of Past Presidents should be erected in the Club and long serving members Messrs Batten & Bennett were to retire from the Committee.

At the Association AGM where Dr Richards was re-elected it was announced that 'the health of the Old people during the term had been unusually good'. The President congratulated  Messrs A.Farrer and A.E.C. Kerr on their splendid work as a Building Committee and in their supervision of the homes and also Messrs J.G. Glasson and E. Doepel for arranging the the various shop rents.

In December new members of the Club  Committee Messrs A.H. Nicholson and R.W. Vickery were welcomed and with respect to the painting of the Billiard Room, and Main Hall etc, it had been decided to use a new paint called ‘Cemuro’ of which two coats would do the work of three coats of ordinary paint but the cost would be an additional thirty pounds. Monthly Committee meetings would now be on the 3rd Tuesday of the month and the Association were to be informed that the Club would prefer not to have the pictures re-hung in the Billiard Room.

In January 1935 it was announced that the Bowling Match Association V Club was to be held at Ballarat Green on the 6th February and  on the Central Green on February 27th with everyone to pay their own way The Association won the first match 106 – 98

In March a sketch for a Past Presidents Board to accommodate 70 names was produced by Don Johnson of the Art School and it was resolved that the design was to be reduced to accommodate 50 names. White drill coats were to be obtained for the stewards.

The Corio Club won the bowling match in Geelong on the 1st April by 39 points and at a Special Meeting in mid April re alterations to the Wine Room and its furniture the tender of Nicholson & Sons for the Wine Room Counter etc. was accepted and it was decided  to have the walls painted instead of calsomined however the Cemuro paint recently put on in the Billiard Room was cracking in various places and the manufacturers had agreed to send an expert to examine it. Mid year it was agreed that the President  V Vice President match would be held on 17th July at 7.45pm and problems with interference were being experienced on the radio. Canvas Goods Manufacturer George Adolph Lemke was elected as a New Member of the Club.

Chairs in the Wine Room were to be screwed to the floor in their present position and whilst the smaller pictures in the Wine Room were considered suitable the two larger ones were not so. It was agreed that a 4 handed euchre tournament be held on Tues 6 th August and a filter attached to the wireless had proved helpful in eliminating outside interferences. In August a set of Billiard Table Bowls were to be purchased.  The Secretary was to write to the Association in October stating that the Club Committee was dissatisfied with the internal painting done this year and asked that the Association take steps to have the defects rectified. At the 47th  Club AGM on Wednesday 20th November when H.S. West was elected President  S.W. J. Clark referred to the apparent lack of interest in Club matters by the younger men, who were very slow in seeking office and creating competition. New Members included John Clifford Stevens. Boot Manufacturer and Company Manager Frederick Charlton Wray.

To a small gathering at the Association AGM A.E.C. Kerr ‘gave an address of appreciation of the late Richard Mitchell who was a Member of Council for 27 years and by whose will the Association will benefit to the extent of about 1800 pounds - for the purpose of erecting the 'Richard Mitchell' cottages at The Houses. 'The President then unveiled an enlarged photograph of Mitchell which was supplied by the Council and was to remain in the Reading Room.  W.J. Irwin was elected President in his absence as he was out of the State and so Dr John Kildahl Richards stood in temporarily.

As 1936 dawned Corio were to be invited to play the Annual game of bowls on Monday 30th March at the Central Green, Ballarat  whilst the Association V Club Bowls match was to be held on the Ballarat Green on 26th February. Solicitor Thomas Tuke Hollway was elected as a New Member, as was Medical Practitioner Ernest A.H. Guymer.

A Special Meeting was held in early March to consider tenders for the painting of the Card Room where it was resolved to ask the Association to paint the room owing to its shabby appearance. Committee Meetings were to be called for 8.30pm until further notice. The Billiard opening Night was to consist of a President V Vice Presidents night on 6th May and it was announced that the OCC defeated the Corio Club 202 – 151, all participants thoroughly enjoying themselves.

As mid year approached  J.T. Haymes was painting the Card Room and it was resolved to lengthen the blinds in the Card Room and to provide wooden bars under the bottom sashes of the windows for ventilation purposes whilst jeweler Herbert Edward Marks was elected as a New Member and in the final quarter another new member  was Oswald James Moore Coghlan,  Grazier. In October Mr Anderson indicated that he would not be available for the President’s Chair and that he would retire from the Committee owing to pressure of work which resulted in the nomination of H.S. West for a second term,

and so at the 48th Club AGM in November H.S. West was  re-elected President,  the first President for many years to do so.

The Association welcomed A.E.C. Kerr home from abroad and announced that the Relief vote had been increased from the previous year and another cottage would have been built if the receipt of funds from the R. Mitchell Estate had not been delayed by the Moritorium.

With the approach of Christmas Harry McKinley was welcomed as a New Member of Committee and the secretary was to write to defaulting members to advise them that they were not eligible to use the Club as an Honoray Member until their last subscription owing had been paid up.

In early 1937 it was announced that the Annual bowls match Association v Club would be held on Wednesday the 24th  February on the Central Green. The old ice chest in the kitchen was to be offered to the Ballarat Orphanage whilst the old magazines were to be divided between the Orphanage and the Benevolent Home. With respect to the Club  Local visitors could be introduced between 9am & 6pm but they were to have use of the Strangers Room only.

In February a Building Sub Committee was formed to act with a similar Association  Sub Committee in reference to any future Club alterations and maintenance,  the alterations to the kitchen were to go ahead.  The. bowling match against the  Corio Club at Geelong on the 15th March resulted in a tie at 136 all and Corio won the play off by 4 points to secure the C.N. Tulloch trophy. In April it was decreed that  one table was to be reserved on Friday nights for Russian Pool players if so required whilst the following month the offer of reciprocal rights made by  Amateur Sports Club of Victoria was to be accepted.  It was decreed that the Secretary was to get a night off duty once a week , he as to be free on Wednesdays from 1 pm  but he was to arrange to have the till cleared in the evening. Card playing was to cease at 12pm and the Club was to close at that time except on  Fridays when it would be open until 12.30am, together with other special occasions.

Again with respect to reciprocal rights  the offer by the Charlton Club was to be accepted and a Cribbage Tourney was to be held at the end of June. The Club was to act with the Association  in decorating the building for the Centenary Celebrations in 1938 and the secretary was directed to put the Billiard marker in the Bar on evenings when the steward was off duty. At a Special Meeting in November it was agreed that Walter Lindrum was to be engaged at 8 guineas for an exhibition on Thurs 25th November 1937.

The Committee was to entertain Walter Lindrum and his manager at dinner at  Craig’s Hotel and a new set of billiard balls was bought especially. Insurance Manager  Edgar Gordon Ludbrook  was elected as a New Member.At the Association AGM A.E.C. Kerr proposed the health of the O.C. Club and President H.S. West whilst  F. O'Bern proposed the health of the Hon. Medical Officer to which toast Dr Richards replied for the 35th time.

In December a Joint Centenary Sub Committee was formed to oversee the decoration of the front of the building for the Centenary of Victoria celebrations and in the New Year

a Smoke night was to be held at the Club on Saturday 12th March to celebrate their Golden Jubilee with a Sub Committee to be appointed to handle the arrangements. Representatives of the Reciprocal clubs,  Corio, the Amateur Sports and the Charlton Clubs were to be invited. A Bowling Match v Corio was to be held at Central Green on 8 Hours day 28th March and the Annual Association V Club Bowling Match was to be held at Central Green 16th February. New members included Grazier Frederick Eaden Selwyn Scott and Grocer Wine Merchant Robert Ritchie.

A Joint Sub Committee Meeting regarding the impending Centenary Celebrations was held at the end of January  and Mr Lemke who submitted a design for decorating the front of the building was requested to undertake the project. March saw arrangements for the Corio visit with tea at Brazenors 6.30pm at 3/6 each and visitors free. A letter of thanks was to be sent to H.C. Ludbrook for the cut flowers supplied for the Jubilee Smoke Social. Later in the month a Special Meeting was held to discuss the account from G. Lemke for decorating the front of the Hall building for the Ballarat Centenary.

As the month ended the Old Colonists defeated Corio 149-119 and at the Club Winter Sports Billiard & Snooker Tourneys were to be held with both A & B grades  if entries permitted. A 4 handed Cribbage and a euchre tourney were to be held alternatively in each month  with a President V Vice President Billiard Night to be held in May. The weekly pictorial ‘Pix’ was to be added to the Reading Room however it did not meet with approval and was discontinued, as reported the following month. The President V Vice President  match was rather a quiet affair with only 12 games being played and the Secretary was instructed to put a notice in the Visitors Room stating that during the Test Cricket Matches the room was to be reserved for those wishing to listen. New Members  included draper Edwin George Crocker,  malster  Percy Daniel F. Elliott and brick manufacturer William James Selkirk.

Mid year the Club donated 2 guineas to the Red Cross Ballarat appeal and a truckload Grey Box blocks were obtained to help defray the winter chills, and as winter took its grip Bedford gas heaters were installed in the Wine and Billiard Rooms. Grocer William Ritchie was elected as a New Member as was solicitor George Kingsley Sutton. At the Association where C.N. Tulloch was elected President Charles Henry Grattan Anderson was welcomed as a new member of Council. .

The Club Jubilee 50th AGM was held in November 1938 and was attended by the President, Committee, and 49 other members. Henry McKinley was elected President  but was sadly absent due to illness and the Ex President remarked on the want of interest displayed by members in the Bowling Matches against the Association. Merchant Richard Torney was elected as a New Member.

As the year drew to a close,  with respect to the proposed change over from D.C. to A.C. electricity it was ascertained that it would involve a new switchboard, wireless and new fans, none of which the Electric Supply Co. would pay for.

The Bowling Match at Geelong against the Corio Club in March 1939 resulted in a win to the home side 212 – 134. The progressive rinks match over thirty ends was held in beautiful weather on an excellent green. The same month a Special Meeting  was held to consider an alteration in the method of electing members and resultingly a Special General Meeting was to be held in April. The Club decorations for Floral Week were described. At the Special General Meeting Rule 23 was altered to allow the election of Members by the Committee when two adverse votes would exclude the candidate. Motor Garage proprietor William Ernest Wyres was elected as a New Member.

In April a blackwood glass fronted cabinet with sliding doors was to be obtained for the Wine Room and it was reported that some newspapers were missing from the files. A Housie Housie Novelty Night Card party was  to be held in May and it was resolved that free refreshments would be provided at 9.30pm for members attending.  The event was so successful that another Card Evening was to be held in August. In September the Minute Book contained a  notation that whisky will shrink 1 per cent every six months

The Association had another very satisfactory year, C.N. Tulloch was re-elected and Mr F. O'Bern suggested the S.J. Barker cottage be 'handed over' on a Sunday afternoon.

In December 1939 F.C. Wray was welcomed as a new member of the Club Committee and reference was made to the death of A.E.C. Kerr. A novelty money box for the Australian Comforts Fund was to be placed in the Wine Room.

As the next decade was entered it was decided not to have an OCA v Club bowling Match  however there were to be secret trophies for the Bowling Evening to be held at the end of February. At the March Committee meeting it was announced that the Club would  close on Good Friday as usual  and that  ‘soldier members of the Club while on Active service overseas in the present war shall be kept on the Membership Roll without charge’ and soldiers on Active Service were to be eligible for Honorary Membership of the Club if properly introduced. The following month five shillings per week was to be given for 12 months as a donation to the Red Cross and the Australian Comforts Fund, the Bells in the Wine Room were to be relocated and the Annual President V Vice President night at Billiards would be held on Wed. 1st May.  The  Corio Club won the bowling match at the Wendouree Green.

Mid June was to see a Housie Housie night and a notice was to be erected  to the effect that Members desirious of forming a War Savings Group were requested to hand their names to the Secretary and the Committee would advise them whilst solicitor Thomas Edward Byrne was elected as a New Member. The  front entrance was to be painted and a notice installed ‘Only Club Members may introduce R.A.A.F.  members as Honorary Members of the Club.’

Entering the second half of the year it was decided to do nothing at present re the suggested purchase of War savings Certificates and the request of the Stawell Club for reciprocal arrangements was to be agreed to. The old ivory snooker set and five spare Billiard cues would be donated to the Soldiers Australian Comforts Fund hostel in Lydiard Street and it was decided to put a door at the west end of the passage at Club expense. A Pool Tourney was arranged for  August and all Commissioned Officers of the AIF  Instructional  School were to be allowed the privileges of the Club during their stay in Ballarat,  free.

As Spring dawned draper Marcus Stone was elected as a New Member and automatic spirit measures similar to the ones in use at the Melbourne Cricket Club were to be obtained for the Wine Room. In November it was announced that ’Members of the Club who have been accepted for Home Service for the duration of the war shall be relieved of payment of their subscriptions during such service from the date of acceptance, if and so long as they are not resident in Ballarat.’  Christmas hampers were sent overseas to four members on Active Service … M.C.D. Little, R.C. Leishman, J.H. Leishman & R.H.H. Nichol.

At the Association AGM A.R. Hamilton was elected President and Charles Norman Tulloch was to be appointed as a Trustee of the Association in place of the late A.E.C. Kerr whilst at the 52nd Club AGM Francis O’Bern was elected President and he was also elected as a Trustee to replace the late Alfred W. Bennett.

The year 1941 saw another Bowling Match between the Association and the Club,  to be held at Central Green on the 23rd January at 8pm. It resulted in an 88 all draw whilst the Bowling Match against the Corio Club at Geelong in March 1941 resulted in a  Corio win 151-126.

Early May was the annual President V Vice President  Billiard Opening night and later in the month Dr Guymer was invited to screen two spools of his moving pictures at a Card and Housie Housie Evening. Clegg & Morrow submitted a sketch and estimate for proposed alterations to the Wine Room and the Association agreed in principle.

Malster Hilton Middleton White was elected a New Member, the  Association agreed to pay half the costs of the alterations to the Wine Room and the motion forbidding  the service of Beef Tea in the Card Room was suspended until the next monthly meeting.

In September the service of Beef Tea in other rooms as well as in the Wine Room was extended for another month and the door from the Wine Room to the Billiard Room was to be hung on the western jamb,  the work to proceed at once.  As usual Christmas Boxes   consisting of 20 shillings worth of 2 shilling canteen orders and a letter to each man

would be sent to Member troops who were abroad.

At the Club any use of privileges as Members by candidates for election had been discontinued  and New Members included schoolmaster Herbert Godbehear  and fishmonger David Berlyn. The tender of J.A. Geary for 192 pounds was accepted for the alterations to the Wine Room and at the 53rd AGM when Frederick Charllton Wray was elected President he proposed the health of the Soldier Members at the Front.

At the Association as much money as possible had been invested in war bonds and Ernest A.H. Guymer was the Hon. Medical Officer whilst there was no mention of the fate of Dr Richards.

As the year drew to a close the President welcomed Lyle Aubrey Blackman and Allan Payne as new members to the Committee and undertaker  John Charles Feltham  was elected as a new member .  All Commissioned  Officers of the Military and RAAF Camps at Ballarat were to be made Honorary Members of the Club during their stay here and the House Committee were to take charge of any Black Outs required.

After discussion, as 1942 dawned it was considered that owing to War Conditions and daylight saving it would be wise to postpone Social Activities until the second week in April whilst manufacturer  William Owen John was elected as a new member as was Funeral Director Douglas Barnes. The game of bowls Club v the Association was abandoned for the season and the Club premises had been suitably equipped for the Wartime ‘Brown Out’ and also the test ‘Black Out’.  The floor of the Wine Room was to be cleaned with a sanding machine, the 3 main lights were to be centered, the hat rack was to be removed to the Billiard Room and an air spring was to be fitted to the Billiard Room Door whilst cork carpet was to be procured for the floor.  The American Officers at the Victoria Park Camp were to be made Honorary Members of the Club and with respect to the Club Hours, after Midnight Members were able to stay not later than 2am provided that a Committeeman was present and willing to stay, and if he did not do so a steward had to be put in charge and those present had to suitably recompence him.

In March a good linoleum was secured for the Wine Room and a modernization took place when 2 tables and 10 chairs and 9 stools of chromium steel tubing and a smokers stand were procured. The President stated that he had been advised that the landing at the top of the stairways was an ideal indoor air raid shelter, having strong walls all around it and a light roof and all steps were to be taken to provide for a total ‘Blackout’ and for Air Raid Precautions. The stock and furniture were to be insured against damage from bombs etc and it was decided that 6 pounds 3 shillings collected at the Walter Lindrum Exhibition Night would be sent to the Red Cross and that the Club would add  4 pounds 7 shillings to make the total donation 10 guineas.

A Special Meeting was held on the 20th March to consider the liquor quota and restrictions as the quota was only about 1/3 of the then present consumption. As a result it was decided that the use of half pint pots, mugs and 10 oz glasses for ale would be discontinued and the sale of all bottled ales, spirits and wines  per bottle would be stopped forthwith. No ale was to be sold in glasses larger than 5 ounces at 5 pence per glass and the Club was to be closed punctually at 12 midnight.

In April it was decreed that the Staff were to be given a holiday on Anzac Day and prizes for Billiard & Snooker Tourneys were to consist of War Savings Certificates. The Billiards Opening night on Wed 6th May would take place with the annual President v Vice President Teams Match and after discussing the Ale quota it was decided that half pint pots and glasses of ale and Shandy would be sold at 7 pence and the purchase of cigarettes and tobacco was also to be limited.

As mid 1942 approached the ‘Brown Out’ in the Wine Room and the Card Room  was to be reduced, in August a Housey Housey Evening was arranged for 2nd September  and  Returned Men who were to live in Ballarat could be made Honorary Members of the Club for one month if introduced by a Member of Committee. September was also the month in which it was decided that the Wine Room door was to be left in its present condition and another Housey Housey Meeting would be held in early October.

The request of the Corio Club to discontinue reciprocal relations after 6pm each day was acceded to, Canteen Orders for 20 shillings were again to be sent as Christmas presents to Soldier Members who were at Battle Stations and Club Steward  A. Graham enlisted.

In the month of the Annual General Meeting the death of Past President Haydn S. West was announced and Engineer  Herbert Clark Tippett was elected as a New Member. Future Club Committee meetings were to be held at 8.30pm. and  at the 54th AGM it was announced that the Club ’had enjoyed an exceptionally good year and had spent a large sum of money on improvements. The Club had been a great convenience to the Officers of both the Australian and American units.’ Robert Hamilton Ramsay was elected President and Trophies were presented in War Savings Certificates.

At the Association where C.H.G. Anderson was elected President 'they had been careful to invest all available funds in the War Loans.'

With Christmas approaching R.W. Langford and H.E. Smith were welcomed to the Committee and no bottled ale was to be sold by the bottle until further notice. February 1943 saw a familiar printing name when Andrew James Berry was selected as a New Member and it was decided that the 3 billiard tables would be fitted with Alcock’s latest model shadowless Billiard shades and enquiries were to be made as to the possibility of making the lift on the rear balcony operate in a reasonably smooth manner.

The following month chemist Walter Compton Gear was elected as a New Member, the privilege of bringing local visitors into the Club premises was temporarily suspended and it was resolved to go ahead and fit an electric motor  to the goods lift on the rear balcony  if one could be obtained at a reasonable price. In April it was resolved that members of the Forces below Commissioned Rank could be made Honorary Members of the Club for a month but they had to be provided with cards for production to the steward when requested

More familiar names appeared with the election of New Members as mid year approached when chemist Walter James Cornell,  bloodstock breeder Ernest William Craig, chemist  Harold Victor Gear and printer Andrew Colin Fraser were elected and at the request of the Corio Club, the Clubs were to revert to the old privileges regarding Club reciprocity. At a Special Meeting in mid June it was decided that the Club was to close punctually  at 11.30pm on Mondays Tuesdays Wednesdays and Thursdays whilst Ale etc was to be sold in nothing larger than 6 0z glasses. All ‘brown out  ‘ shades on the lighting were to be removed and chemist  Vincent Francis Gemmola was elected as a new member.

Spring brought the news that the Wine Room was to be closed from 7 – 8pm  and Christmas hampers would be sent to members at the Front as usual. And in October

the offer of reciprocal relations offered by the Wangaratta Club were accepted, Committee Meetings were to be called for 8.30pm until further notice and manufacturing chemist Geoffrey Cornell was elected as a New Member.

It was  decreed that the Bar was to be closed and no billiards were to be played during the Annual Meeting and master builder Sydney John Weir was a new member whilst at a

Special Meeting regarding temporary memberships it was resolved that Temporary Members would be permitted to enter tournaments however if Temporary Members wished to join the Club they would have to pay the joining fee. At the 58th AGM it was announced that it had been the best year the Club had had, and they had made a handsome profit which had been invested in War Bonds (the Club was taxed only on  income derived from investments).

The Association announced that 'The World War had hindered the activities of the Association but a large amount of assistance had been given to many old people.' But there was.no mention of  what prompted the staement 'that important work had been done and valuable advice given by Mr W.K. Fullagar, Barrister, without any charge' but he was rewarded with a letter  of thanks and thanks were also conveyed to Mr A.H. Nevett the Hon. Solicitor 'for the very considerable amount of work done gratuitously by him in the matter'.

With Christmas approaching a donation of 26 pounds was voted to the Red Cross & Comforts Fund  and a woodcut donated by Mr R.T. Lilburne was to be accepted and suitably hung in the Club. Both the Association and the Club were to appoint a Liason Sub Committee to confer on matters affecting both bodies and the Association suggested for consideration the advisability of reverting to the election of Club Members by Ballot and also for restricting the number of members. The revolving fan in the Card Room had caught fire and was destroyed, the electrician pronouncing it as quite useless.

As 1944 was entered the Electric Fan in the Wine Room followed the precedent of  that in the Card Room and caught fire while running. Nominations for Club Membership were  to be submitted to the Liason Sub Committee for approval before they were posted on the notice board and Honorary Members and Visitors were not to be admitted due to Rationing Restrictions until further notice as the Liquor Quota was considered too small for present requirements. Rationing was the subject of a  Special General Meeting  in February 1944 but was referred back to Committee after exhausting and interesting discussion.

A Special Meeting of Committee regarding Honorary Membership and the Allocation of Liquor was held in March and it was resolved that re Honorary Members the rules were to be strictly adhered to and a special column in the visitors Book was to show the period for which the Honorary Members were elected viz 2 days, 7 days, 1 month. No alcoholic liquors were to be served in the Club between 6.30 to 9 o’clock every evening  and the rationing for March to be 1st – 4th 3 nines, 6 to 11th 5 nines, 13 to 18th 4 nines, 20 to 25th 5 nines, 27 to 31st 4 nines  with bottled ale to be distributed proportionally also.

The Secretary was instructed to write to the Reciprocal Clubs stating that other arrangements had been made to meet the situation caused by the shortage of supplies and that it would not effect the reciprocal relations. Motor dealer Archibald Craig was elected as a New Member and temporary members came from the Volunteer Air Observers Corps, RAAF Ballarat for the quarter ending 30th April and Committee Meetings were to be held at 8pm until further notice.

A Notice was put up  requesting members to be careful of the billiard tables as new cloth was unprocurable whilst master baker John Brogden was elected as a New Member and 10 guineas was donated to the R.S.S.A.I.L.A.   The Buffet was to be stocked only with bread, biscuits, butter and cheese up to 3 pm each day, after which time meats could be added. A Special General Meeting was held in May to consider the question of the admission of any further Members of the Club as the Club wished to provide room for some of the Returned Men when the war was finished. As supplies were very restricted and it was already difficult to provide for the wants of present members discussion was invited. A motion carried ‘That this Club elects no further Members, other than Temporary Members, for a period at the discretion of the Committee, with the exception of Returned Members of the Fighting Forces of this War.’

Interpretation of the motion was that ‘It applies only to Members of the Forces who have served outside of Australia during the present War.’   A Waiting List was to be instituted to record any nominations for Membership of the Club in the order of nomination and the full Counter Lunch was to be placed in the buffet on Saturday mornings only, from 11am.

It was decided to write to Sydney to try and obtain 5 yards of Billiard cloth.

In June it was decided that Returned Soldier members who were demobilised during that year would not be charged subscriptions for 1943 – 44 and by October the Billiard tables had been satisfactorily renovated and it was suggested that Mr H. Evans receive a bonus of 20 shillings for doing the work well. He had cleaned, stretched and repaired the cloths. Mr W. Maddern donated a 'spider' for the Billiard Tables whilst Mr Ramsay regarded the publishing of the Tourney results in the newspapers as objectionable, and no singing was to be allowed in the Club other than at functions. A Sweep was to be held on the Melbourne Cup.

At the AGM the members were congratulated on the sound financial position of the Association. Some of the shops had been vacant for a considerable period but were now all occupied although the World War had prevented any further building for the present. More assistance had been distributed amongst needy cases.

Edmond Christian Doepel was elected President and Mr J. Curwen Walker moved that a Record be placed in the Minute Book in appreciation of the long and valued services of Mr Arthur Farrer during his twenty one years as a member of Council, in which time he had accomplished in an honorary capacity a great deal of professional and general work in improving 'The Homes' and their surroundings.' - He was in attendance at the meeting.

The Club had received correspondence from the Advance Ballarat Association and it was noted that the Calcutta function had been highly successful.  The Wine Room and the Billiard Room were to be shut during AGM and R.H. Ramsay who retired had in his 32 years as a member of the Committee been Hon. Treasurer,  President, and a Trustee of the Club and was continuing in the latter position. Allan Payne was elected President at the 56th AGM and he mentioned that his first entry to the Club had occurred on Armistice Day 1918 and he expressed the hope that Armistice Day of the present World War would occurr during his Presidency of the Club.

With Christmas approaching the Secretary was to purchase 12 yards of Billiard Table cloth at 4 pounds 12/6 per yard from P.J. Brady of Adelaide which was fortunate as cloth had been very difficult to obtain and the secretary was instructed to put up notices in the Billiard Room as the room should be quieter. A terazzo shelf was to be put in the buffet in the Wine Room.

As we enter the year in which the war ended the Liason Sub-Committee met and recommended that the OCA join the Freeholders Association of Victoria at 3 guineas per annum with the OCC to pay half of the sub,  the Wine Room was to be opened at 8pm instead of 9 pm and the Secretary was to apply to the Deputy Commissioner of Rationing for a coupon voucher for the purchase of the 12 yards of Billiard Table cloth.

In February a new fireplace was placed in the Wine Room by the Association and renovations were effected to the front balcony. The Club membership was 261 members. Mid year another 3 yards of billiard table cloth were to be purchased and the price of new rubber cushions was to be obtained. The restriction on Membership was terminated.

Sadly no billiard cloth was procurable in Adelaide.  J.C. Feltham was elected to the Club  Committee in place of Dr E.E. Davies who had resigned and the notice in the Card Room limiting soldiers to one shilling per game was to be removed whilst ‘Readers Digest’ would be added to the Reading Room. Five guineas was to be donated to the Ballarat Repatriation Appeal and the Stewards were to be kept at work on Peace Day if required.

September saw another donation, with 10 guineas to be donated to the Ballarat Legacy Appeal. The three billiard tables had been re-conditioned with new rubber cushions and cloths throughout and one of the old billiard cloths was to be presented to the Police social club whilst one cloth was to be retained for use on the card tables. Mr S. Evans was to be invited to give short talk to members on the do's & don'ts & etiquette of billiards.

The Secretary reported that the Club membership was filled to the 300 capacity. and so the  maximum membership was to be increased to 500. A Melbourne Cup Sweep was to be held with a 5 shillings entry and card playing in the Wine Room was prohibited. There was a low attendance at the Associationn AGM when members were congratulated 'on another successful year in which the chief event was the successful termination of the great World War.' It was suggested that the Reading and Card Rooms be exchanged and it was  a recommendation that the Liason Sub Committee of the Association & Club consider the advisability of exchanging the two rooms with each other, or making of improvements to the Card Room. The reason was not disclosed.

A donation of 24 books of record of the 1914-18 war by Winston Churchill was made by C.R. Neville and the books were placed in the Reading Room

At the Club AGM Richard West Langford was elected President and a  ballot was held for  Committee members, the Billiard & Snooker trophies being presented. A Notice of Motion was placed to sanction the increase of Membership to 350 and went to a division of 59 for & 31 against and so was declared lost. The remainder of the  social portion of the program was cancelled due to the late hour.

The Club was to be closed as usual on Christmas Day and early in the New Year the House Committee were to arrange,  if possible for a rear bicycle entrance for staff and Members,  January 1946 brought a 5 guinea donation to the hospital appeal, the bowling match against the Association was to be held at night at Central Green and on Friday nights only  Billiard games would be restricted to half an hour at one shilling a game from 7pm.

A Special General Meeting was held with an attendance of the Committee and 66 others regarding the proposal to increase the maximum membership of the Club to 350 but when the ballot was taken the count was 46 for and 28 against and as a two thirds majority was required the motion was lost. Another Special General Meeting was to be held to make arrangements for the handling of nominations for membership and so a waiting list was to be created. Steward Albert Graham resumed work after the war.

In Febraury it was announced that William Norman Booth,  ex Presdient and Hon. Treas. for many years had died. Correspondence was received from the Ballarat Youth Centre and as a result 2 guineas was to be donated to the Youth Centre but no action was taken re the appeal by the Melbourne Childrens hospital. The bowling match against Corio was to be held on Monday 8th April. The Club, 119 was beaten by the Association 131 at Central over 7 rinks whilst the Electric Supply Co said it would be 2 or 3 years before the DC would be converted over to AC in the locality of Lydiard Street and they were not aware of any satisfactory refrigerating or electrical heating units presently available. There were eight  eligible nominations for the six vacancies for new members prior to formation of the waiting list and it was decided a ballot would be held. With respect to the Corio match  tea was to be at the Alexandra Tea Rooms @ 3/6 per head and it was resolved that the Ballarat players were expected to attend the dinner and were to be charged 5 shillings each. The Club was to pay for guests.

The old billiard table cloth was sold to Ray Gallagher for 4 pounds and the embargo on the sale of ale & spirits from 6.30pm - 8.30pm was lifted. The OCC 122 beat Corio 114 in the bowling match at the Ballarat Green and the day was described as a great success. Ballarat bottled ale was to be sold to members at 1/7 per bottle and Melbourne at 1/10 and it was to be purchased and removed from the premises before 6pm  Three boxes of good billiard chalk were to be obtained from New Zealand.

In July half measures of Scotch whisky were to be made available to members at 8 pence and at a Special Committee Meeting  it was resolved that due to the scarcity of supplied malt liquors from the brewery the sale of malt liquors in the Club was to be stopped between 6.30 - 8pm until further notice and the following month a 3 guinea Billard trophy from W.G. Gooch was accepted with thanks.

In October building maintenance was the subject of the Liason Sub Committee meeting  with 2 double barred fluorescent lights to be tested in the Card Room and refrigeration to be installed in the Wine Room. Robert Joshua and William.L. Sloss were selected to fill vacancies for Club Membership  and the Melbourne Cup sweep was to be drawn on Thurs evening the 31st.

At the 63rd Association  AGM the President in declaring the Meeting open referred in feeling terms to the death that afternoon of Walter James Irwin, a Past President, and also Hon Treasurer for 15 years to the time of his death. The Meeting stood for  2 minutes in silence as a tribute of respect to his memory. T.P. Wilson was elected President and  money was in hand for further Cottage building when conditions warranted it.

At the 58th Club AGM where Herbert Emmanuel Smith was elected President it was emphasised that the policy of spending some of the Club funds on Club comforts was being done and was a wise policy. Rule 3 of the Club's Rules & Regulations was ammended to the effect that 'the number of Members shall not exceed THREE HUNDRED City Members and ONE HUNDRED Members residing outside a radius of ten miles from Ballarat Post Office' Members did not include Temporary Members elected under Rule 27. The Motion was carried 93 for and 3 against and billiard & snooker trophies were presented.

In December Reciprocal arrangements were entered into with the Commercial Club, Albury. In future new members of the Club would be elected by a secret ballot of the Committee and the Secretary informed the meeting that the OCA Council would like the Liason Committee to jointly discuss all nominations for membership prior to the nominations being posted on the notice board,  however it was carried by the Club that the Committee did not agree with the OCA Councils suggestion.

As 1947 was entered 7 oz glasses were to again be used in the Bar. The proposed  Summer Billiard, Snooker & Table Bowls Tourneys that were being arranged were cancelled but the Association V Club Bowling Match was to be held in mid February. White coats were to be obtained for the Stewards and they were also to wear black bow ties. The  OCC defeated the OCA by 3 points with 5 rinks operating at Central whilst in March the Courier reported that Corio had defeated the Old Colonists by 43 points, the match being played on the Corio Clubs green which had not suffered by the fire which had destroyed the building

The  Secretary's salary was increased by 10 shillings per week whilst the Liason Meeting  suggested heating and ventilation improvements however it was considered that the benefits were not commensurate with the outlay and rejected the proposal. A member suggested that the front balcony could be glassed in and that games of ping pong, rope quoits and the like could be played there but fortunately no action was taken.

In April it was decided that it be the policy of the Committee not to encourage Melbourne Members owing to its limited number of 'Country' vacancies and that such vacancies be at present favoured for district and near district candidates. Two sets of old billiard balls were presented to the YMCA and the sale of ale in the Wine Room was stopped between 7 - 8pm.

As mid year approached it was decreed that no card games were to be played in the Wireless Room, which was also referred to as the Visitors Room, and refreshments were to be served in the Wine Room only, after 10.30pm. The Association were to be asked to reserve a block of land at 'The Homes' whereon the Club may erect a second Club Cottage when the time was appropriate.  H.Yates resigned as Hon. Treasurer and was replaced by J.C. Rowe and the restrictions on the sale of refreshments between 7 and 8 pm were discontinued. The Secretary was instructed to have the front door and stairway painted and the Club membership at the time were Town 299 and Country 72.

The OCA gratefully granted the request for the reservation of a site at 'The Homes' and would be prepared to meet at any time to select a site. Half pint pots were to be re-introduced into the Wine Room and the Association were to be asked to change the electricity supply fromDC to AC.  It was decided not to change from DC to AC for the present, and also to cancel the change over motor for the cash register which had been ordered although a new mantel design wireless set suitable for both DC & AC would be ordered, the old unit to be traded in. If enquiries were satisfactory a new gas hot water service was to be ordered for the lavatory and kitchen use.

In September the Astor 5 valve dual wave mantel radio which had been on trial was to be purchased from Homecrafts Ltd at 33 pounds 19/6 ( which would roughly equate to about 11 weeks wages) and it was resolved that 200 pounds be equally distributed as a bonus to the secretary & 3 stewards, and that 25 pounds also be given to the Charwoman.

The following month correspondence was received from the Northern Club Launceston declining reciprocal arrangements whilst plumbers were to provide and fix asbestos insulation on the copper pipe from the hot water unit to the lavatory. The Annual Melbourne Cup Sweep was to be drawn at the end of October.

In November a letter of congratulations was to be sent to the new Premier, T.T. Hollway and again the Wine & Billiard Rooms were to be closed during the AGM. The Club, where John Charles Feltham was elected President,was said to be in a ‘solid position’ when as Christmas approached one guinea was to be donated to the Benevolent Home Christmas Tree Appeal and 2 guineas to the local Association for the Advancement of the Blind. Future Committee Meetings were to be held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month and it was decided to provide a lobster supper for members on New Years Eve.

A Special Meeting of the House Committee was held to  arrange a staff roster  to suit a 40 hour week and in early January 1948 it was to be a recommendation that nominations for membership were to be submitted for election in order of priority. Such priority to be determined by the date and time on which the nomination was received by the secretary.

The Club entrance fee was to be raised to 5 guineas, a substantial amount, the annual subscription to 3 guineas and the country sub to 1 pound 11-6.  from 1/11/48. The Ballot was to be introduced as the method of electing members for the Club in place of election by the Committee, it was carried that provision be made  to empower the Committee to suspend members for misconduct and that 'it be a recommendation that the Club Committee take into serious consideration the curtailment of betting on the Club premises, and particularly the use of the telephone and of the Club stewards for that purpose'

Entering 1948 arrangements were made for the OCA v OCC bowling match to be held at Central Green at night whilst Corio were to be invited to play bowls at Ballarat on Labor Day. In February 5 guineas was donated by the Club to the Nurses Memorial Carnival Ballarat Effort and the  bowling match resulted in a narrow win to the Club in what was described as a ‘ very successful evening’. The old junker heater from the lavatory was sold for 3 pounds 10s. and the Secretary's salary was to be increased by 30 shillings per week.

It was moved that 'the telephone shall not be used by the staff for receiving or transmitting bets on horse races and no Club steward shall act as a betting agent during working hours' the motion being successfully carried.

At the Liason Meeting (OCA Building Committee and the Club House Committee) in April the Electric Supply Co was to be asked to send their expert to advise on improvements to lighting in the Card & Reading Rooms and the painting and french polishing of the whole of the interior of the building was to be considered. Hobson's tender for 2 coats of paint throughout and a new door on the Card Room was accepted on a payment basis of 40 % by the OCA and 60 % by the Club. Twenty five guineas was to be donated to the Mayor's Cenotaph Appeal whilst on the social front the  OCC 127 defeated Corio 124 in the annual bowling match.

The Club were to write to the OCA requesting that they, as landlords have the facade of the building painted and a member of Committee was to be asked to investigate all nominations for membership.

Mid year the Reading Room blinds were to be renovated and the venetian blinds in the Billard Room were to be sold and replaced by blinds which by present standards were described in the socially unacceptable terms of  'nigger' brown linen blinds. The lantern above the landing was to be glazed and painted externally. The Slap Dash Billiard Night was an enjoyable occasion and the north table was to be reserved for non-tourney games and an automatic flush was to be installed for the urinals and a step provided.

July brought the news that the automatic flush could not be provided and 500 pounds of Government Bonds were to be sold to meet renovation expenses. The old timber from the Card Room door surround was sold for 6 pounds 10s. and beef tea was again to be put on the menu of Club refreshments. Evans & Metcalfe were to be authorised to investigate the anticipated income and expenditure of the Club and to advise whether they considered any increase in revenue was necessary.

In September the Club went to Geelong to play Billiards against the Corio Club which resulted in a Club victory by the narrowest of margins, 1 point,  922 – 921. Evans & Metcalfe forwarded their report but no action was to be taken in the matter.

The Melbourne Cup sweep draw was scheduled for the evening of the 30th October. Mid November saw a Special General Meeting to revise the rules which was followed by the 65th Association AGM where Dr E.A.H. Guymer was elected President. The question of building two cottages from the Mitchell Trust was discussed and it was decided to  defer the matter for 12 months, but the motion was withdrawn as it was felt that the motion might hamper the freedom of action by the Council. The two oldest members, Don McGregor 85 and J.N. Dunn, 84 were both in attendance.

..

There was an attendance of over 150 at the 60th AGM of the Club where a loss of 430 pounds was announced due to the general renovations of the Club interior however the Club finances were still in a sound position. Frederick Charlton Wray was elected President and as there were six nominations for the four Committee vacancies a ballot was required.  It was suggested that the incoming Committee consider the advisability of glassing in the whole balcony and installing such games as table tennis, carpet bowls, darts etc which for the integrity of the building would have been disastrous and as usual the billiards & snooker prizes were presented.

With Christmas approaching one guinea was donated to the Mental Home Ladies Auxiliary Fund and medical comforts not to exceed 5 pounds were to be sent to the Heidleberg Military Hospital. As the last year of the 1940’s dawned  A.W. Nicholson provided a rough estimate 580 pounds to glass in the balcony, one guinea was donated to the Base Hospital and 9 white coats for the stewards were ordered. Three hundred copies of the Club Rules were printed at a cost of 11 pounds 10s.

The subject of glassing in the front balcony was listed with the Liason Sub Committee in February as were alterations to the fireplaces in the Wine & Billiard Rooms. It was decided that no action was to be taken re the glassing of the balcony and advice was to be obtained re fixing the tiles on the breastworks of the chimneys and providing a 2 bar fender for the billiard room. No action was to be taken re enlarging the fire place in the Wine Room.

The Club donated one guinea to the Ballarat Youth Centre whilst the annual bowling match with the Corio Club was to be played at Geelong on the 14th March, Labour Day. There was to be a 10 shilling fine for non financial members.

It was announced in March that there were to be reciprocal relations with the Bairnsdale Club and  Corio  had won the bowls 157 – 127, the match having been played every year since 1933 with the exception of the war years. The following month the fireplace breastworks were repaired and a small fender made for the billiard room. The Reading Room was to be opened on Anzac Day from 2.30pm.

An era came to an end in May when the Secretary resigned due to wife's illness. 'A Minute of Appreciation was to be recorded of the splendid service rendered to the Old Colonists Club by Mr D. Mc. M. Paterson during the 38 years he has occupied the position of Secretary and Manager.'  And a resultant gift of 100 pounds was presented.  Mid year C.H.G. Anderson was appointed member secretary and manager of the Club at 5 pounds per week & 10 shillings per week for entertainment, to commence one week prior to Mr Patersons leaving on the 1st August. He was to do 30 hours per week and to be present on friday and generally on saturday nights. Hugh Cameron was to be made head steward at an advance of 20 shillings per week above his ordinary wages, he being responsible to the secretary. A visit was made by the Electric Supply Co re the lighting restrictions –and permission was granted for 2 lights in the Reading Room, 1 light in the Card Room, 2 in the Wine, & 6 in the Billiard Room when 3 tables are being played, no wall lights were allowed.

In July the charge for local phone calls was to remain at 2 pence, a notice was to be put up prohibiting food from being served or taken outside of the wine Room to the Billiard or Card Rooms and it was to be a recommendation from the Committee to the next AGM that the secretary D.Mc.M. Paterson be elected a Life Member of the Club.

In August it was proposed that Yarram & Bendigo Citizens Clubs receive  reciprocal rights and due to the financial position of the Club more revenue was required and as a result subscriptions were to be increased by one guinea, including those of country Members.  The rules of the Club were to be altered to provide for the appointment of Life Members, who were to be nominated by the Committee only.

A Special General Meeting was held in Mid September re the alteration of the rules to incorporate life membership etc. It was decreed that the income and property of the Club was to be applied solely towards the promotion and objects of the Club and no portion thereof was to be transferred directly or indirectly by way of dividend, bonus or otherwise by way of profit to members of the Club. The OCC defeated Corio 6 games to 3 when they visited for a billiards match.

Whilst Melbourne Cup functions were to be held as in previous years there was little interest being displayed by members in the OCC V OCA billiard match and so it was proposed not to proceed with the match.

At the Association AGM Vice President Ramsay occupied the Chair as President Guymer was attending a very important medical conference. Seasonal gifts of firewood had been made to the householders listed for assistance and 500 pounds had been received from the estate of Arthur Farrer.  The Minutes recorded, 'D.McM Paterson who had been Secretary since 1911 voluntarily retired from that position as from 31/7/49. Mr Paterson gave very loyal and efficient service to the Association during his long term as its Chief Executive Officer. To mark the occasion of his retirement, your Council joined with the Old Colonists' Club Committee at a very representative gathering to say 'Au Revoir' to Mr Paterson.’  He was a Life Member, having joined in 1906, and intended to keep up his interest in the affairs of the Association.

At the 61st Club  AGM Edgar Gordon Ludbrook was elected President, the Committee were elected unopposed and the Billiards & Snooker trophies were presented. David Paterson, the ex secretary and manager was elected a Life Member. It was announced that  Reciprocal relations were currently in force with the Amateur Sports Club, the Melbourne Club, the Bairnsdale Club, the Charlton Club, the Corio Club, the Geelong Club, the Stawell Club and the Wangaratta Club. There were presently no vacancies for City members with 28 applicants awaiting election, the present roll being 300 City and 94 Country members.

As the new decade was entered the Card Room was to close not later than 11.50pm on Friday and Saturday nights and the bar was to cease strictly at midnight. The rationing of cigarettes was to be abolished. The Club donated one guinea to the Youth Centre,  the Association were to be asked to give consideration to the painting of the outside of the building and an invitation from the Stawell Club to travel there for billiards was declined because of the difficulty in travelling so far, but was to perhaps be considered at a later date.

Corio visited Ballarat  and were defeated 154 - 122  over six rinks for the annual bowling match, reciprocal arrangements were to be entered into with the Brunswick Club and a donation was to be made to the War Graves Special Appeal. As mid year approached a set of old billiard balls and a few old cues were donated to the Youth Centre and the old set of snooker balls was sold for 12 pounds.

Late in the year a refrigerator was to be purchased for the Bar and the whole of the exterior timber work on the Cottages had been repainted as well as the entrance gates, and the paths and roadway gravelled.

Corio took revenge for the loss in the bowling match by taking a win in the billiards. Light luncheons at the Club were to consist of  cooked meats & seasons vegetables to be supplied to Members between noon and 2pm at 1/6 per plate including a cup of tea, with  a pot of tea only 6 pence, the position to be reviewed after 3 months.  The old playing cards were donated to the Queen Elizabeth Home.

As the year ended it was announced at the Club AGM there were now 325 City members and 100 Country, the refrigerator was installed and telephone calls for members were increased to 3 pence whilst early in the new year an electrician was asked to inspect the wiring system and submit a cost to rewire the building to comply with AC requirements.

In February the Club again donated to the Youth Club and regarding refrigeration the President reported that the House Committee had met and unanimously recommended the installation of the Temprite system complete with the Bar bottle system and if desired the present refrigerator was to be disposed of.  Notices were placed in all rooms regarding lighting and power restrictions as a reduction of at least 12.5 per cent was required by the SEC. The House Committee were to investigate the matter of a more modern method of hoisting beer from the ground floor.

On Labor Day Corio won the annual bowls match by 14 points whilst as winter approached it was to be a recommendation to the House Committee that 3 kero heaters be purchased  as an economical measure, as they would be much less costly to maintain than wood heaters.  One of the wooden ice chests was to be disposed of.

The Club entered into reciprocal arrangements with the Hardware Club, Melbourne. A  resolution was passed  ' That it be a recommendation from the Liason Committee to the O.C.A. and the O.C.C. to increase the Old Colonists Association Annual Subscription by one pound one shilling and that the OCA & the OCC contribute on a fifty fifty basis towards to cost of rewiring the Club building.

Whilst some members complained that the temperature of the beer was too cold the patrons were warm as the kero heaters had been delivered and were proving most satisfactory. The  House Committee recommended that the Bar overmantle  be extended,  the tin box used for local phone call collections was to be replaced with a wooden one, and that the luncheon and tea charges be increased to 2/6 with a cup of tea 6d, and Beef Tea was to be re-introduced.

The Club continued to enter into reciprocal arrangements when the Bendigo Citizens Club was added to the list whilst the House Committee recommended that two extra fire extinguishers be purchased and that an Honor Board be erected to show the names of members who enlisted for service in World War 2. The canvas verandah blinds were not in good condition and the House Committee recommended that playing cards be charged for although that recommendation was not adopted.

At a Special General Meeting in September 1951 it was resolved that Life Members of the Club would be elected on the recommendation of the General Committee and the approval of 2/3rds of the Members present, and that voting at the Annual or Special General Meeting dealing with such recommendations would require at least 12 members voting.  Life Membership would be so conferred in recognition of signal or special services only.  It was also decreed that Permanently Incapacitated members of the Services may be elected Life Members.

In October the Association were to meet cost of one of the two new fire extinguishers and an electric floor polisher was also purchased. There was a very small attendance at the Association AGM where it was recorded that all available funds were invested in Commonwealth Treasury Loans and all recipients of the Relief Vote were receiving a minimum allowance of ten shillings each per week. Gifts of firewood to listed householders and Christmas bounties were liberally distributed. Total membership was 431 including 11 Life Members of the Association. It was reported with regret that Mr Ed. Doepel who had been the Hon. Treasurer of the Association  for the past three years was retiring from Office and anticipated taking up residence at Dunk Island.

The pine plantations commenced the previous year in the vacant block adjoining the cottages in Gillies Street were completed in 1951 with the planting of a further 1072 two year old Pinus Radiata trees, which was exclusive of those required for re-plantings. The total number of  trees was 2,500.

The Billiard Match at the Old Colonists against Corio was won by Corio 5 games to 4.

The Club 63rd Annual Report recorded the expenditure on the Refrigerator of 100 pounds, the Temprite Bar Refrigerator 556 pounds and the Hoover Cleaner 34 pounds. There were now 10 clubs with reciprocal arrangements. 

Bottled beer was rationed over Xmas - New Year and as the New Year dawned the Bar counter renovations were completed but three nines of bulk ale were found to be unfit for consumption. The Secretary's salary was to be increased from 2 to 3 pounds and from 6 pounds 10s to 9 pounds per week respectively by the OCA and OCC and he was to receive two weeks  annual leave.  Corio were to visit Ballarat to play the OCC in the annual bowls tournament on Labor Day and all members taking part in the game or those attending the dinner at the Alexandra afterwards were to be asked to pay the sum of ten shillings per head.

In March the brass edging around the bar counter was removed and replaced by a wooden edging and the match at Central was won by the OCC 154 to 132 whilst the following month Mr A. Scott Jnr was appointed Hon. Architect to the Club. Only half scotch whiskies were to be supplied to members due to the short supply of imports.

Approaching mid year a maintenance contract was taken out with the National Cash Register Company and a new notice board was to be installed in the Bar. The House Committee recommended that the wall dividing the Bar and the Visitor's Room be demolished and the glass door leading from the landing to the Bar was to be removed and the door space walled up, the glass door to replace the present door to the visitor's room. The buffet cupboard in the Bar was to be moved and fitted into the space immediately in front of the proposed wall.

An overdraft for 500 pounds was arranged with the National Bank until the end of the Club's financial year. As bottled beer sales had fallen off considerably no further supplies were being obtained,  electricity use exceeded  the quota, and the refrigerator was temporarily turned off  for winter. Tom Cleary,  the State Amateur Champion was to attend for an exhibition match and the House Committee accepted a quote for fluroescant lighting and the re-wiring of the building was to be proceeded with. It was suggested that the Association might bear half the cost of both. The lino in the Billiard Room was to be replaced and the carpet in Secretary's office turned.

In July the Association agreed to meet half cost of the lighting and re-wiring whilst a  Special General Meeting in August decreed to extend City Members by 75 to a total of 400 and  subscriptions were to rise from 3 to 4 guineas, both motions being carried.

By the equinox all the billiard tables were in need of expert attention, particularly the south table and new wall lights were needed and so  more modern lights were to be fitted in the billiard room as the present ones were considered obsolete. The usual Melbourne Cup functions were to be held.

By November the building re-wiring was complete and the fluroescant lighting installed but the fans and wall fittings were yet to be completed. Mirrored glass was to be placed behind the Bar, exhaust fans were to be installed, and repairs were to be effected to the beer & wood hoist. A statuette of Winston Churchill was presented by Mr Wyres and the visit to the Corio Club for billiards resulted in a win for the home side.

In November at the Association AGM it was recorded, 'Following on the action of the Old Colonist's Club your Council had pleasure in electing Messrs J.R. Blight, E.R. MacLeod, and O.J. Martin Life Honorary Members of the Association. These gentlemen are ex-members of the Forces and are Totally and Permanently incapacitated Soldiers'.  Financially the Association had received 716 pounds from Subscriptions, 486 pounds from the shop rents,  104 pounds rent from the O.C. Club and interest of 102.pounds. Their expenses included the Relief Vote 483 pounds, the Homes 55, and salary 143 pounds.   H.B. Irwin was  elected President.

At the 64th Club AGM a loss of 345 pounds was announced, the present  membership being 361 City and 100 Country members. It was detailed that the change over from DC to AC was completed, and that fluro lights had been installed in the Reading Room, Wine Room and the Hall. Tom Cleary, the Amateur Champion had played exhibition games of billiards & snooker.

With Christmas looming William Wyres was welcomed to the Club Committee whilst  5 pounds was allotted for Christmas parcels for presentation to the occupants of the Cottage Consideration was to be given to improving the quality of the light luncheon provided between 12noon and 2pm and with the dawning of 1953 the beer hoist had been repaired,  the whisky quota increased by 6 bottles per month and the flag was to be hoisted on Australia Day.

March saw the annual Club donation to the youth centre and the Club defeated Corio at Geelong in the Annual Bowling Match and there problems with 'nines' again being unfit for 

consumption. The 3 billiard tables were to be refurbished.

At a Special Committee Meeting in May 1953 a decision was made to proceed with structual alterations to the Bar and Visitors Room and the Associations offer to pay half cost of the electric fan installations was 'noted with appreciation'.  There was however some debate as the Association believed that because the proposals involved considerable structural alterations the matter should be submitted to a General Meeting for consideration whilst the Club considered the alterations to be of a minor nature and disagreed.

The following month the House Committee were authorised to take the necessary steps to obtain plans, specifications and quotes. The Club were to write a letter of thanks to the Association  for their generous co-operation in connection with the proposed structural alterations and at the same time the no 1 Billiard table had been completely overhauled and was back in use.

By mid July all the billiard tables had been thoroughly overhauled with new cushions and cloths provided and expert advice was taken that the cloths should be cleaned every 12 months and that smoking whilst playing over the tables was harmful to cloths and a resultant notice to that effect was to be exhibited. The proposed structural alterations to the Bar & Visitors Room were to be carried out forthwith and after a Membership of over fifty years  Frank O'Bern was to resign to reside in Melbourne. He was to be recommended for Life Membership.

The Hon. Architect W. Scott recommended a reflector type of wall lamp for use in the billiard room and about 6 lamps would be required. A picture of Her Majesty the Queen which was presented to the Club adorned the bar wall and at the August Committee Meeting  J.L. Plummer was appointed to the Committee.

Spring brought a visit to the Club by a billiards team from the Corio Club for an interclub match with 9 players a side which was won 5–4 by Ballarat.  In October the visiting Bendigo Citizens Club were defeated 6 games to 3 and then entertained in the Bar where  special catering provisions were provided.  Bendigo presented a silver cup for competitive purposes.

For the Melbourne Cup a Calcutta was run and was a record  to date and in the same month a legacy of bonds to the face value of 4400 pounds was received from the Estate of the late John Permewan. The death of Trustee C.N. Tulloch was announced, R.H. Ramsay, a Past President retired and the oldest member was Donald McGregor aged. 95yrs.

At the 65th Club AGM in November 1953 Walter Henry Heinz was elected President and a ballot was necessary for Committee positions as six nominations had been received. A net profit of 269 pounds compared to the previous years loss was announced the good result being considered due to the increase in fees and there were 394 city and 100 country members. Frank O'Bern who joined in 1903 and was President in 1926 and 1941 was elected a Life Member and L.A. Blackman was elected to a Trustee vacancy. Christmas donations from the Club were to be given to all occupants of  the cottages at the Homes and the Wine Room was being extended to include the room previously known as the Visitor's Room. 

In December  the Club made a  donation to the Blind Auxiliary Appeal as well as the Oral Education for the Deaf Appeal the Benevolent Tobacco Fund Appeal. Contractors had commenced setting the fireplace in the Wine Room and they also installed a foot railing around the bar counter and the carrying capacity of the balcony was to be ascertained re the Royal Visit., it later being announced that 200 persons could be accommodated thereon.

The  'Alexandria' were to cater for 200 at 2 shillings per head whilst applications for positions on the balcony were to be balloted. The Club Minutes recorded, 'All members & accompanying ladies who sought balcony space in connection with the Royal Visit were accomodated. All present particularly the visiting ladies were appreciative of the special provisions made for their comfort. The stewards and housekeeper working on the day received a bonus of  ten per cent 'for special attention to duties'.

In March ’54 the Old Colonists defeated Corio  214 – 107.  At a Sports Committee Meeting in May it was agreed that an Association V Club Billiard Match was to be arranged with each game to be of 20 minutes duration, the losing side to pay for the extra catering for the evening, the match  to take place on the 7th June.

As the new financial year began suitable wall lamps were found for the billiard room and the Sports Committee recommended that the rule of not smoking over the billiard tables  not be enforced whilst in October it was unanimously carried that the use of the telephone for illegal purposes be prohibited.

The billiard team that visited the Corio Club won 1152 to 967 **** check loan ***.

loan to Old Colonists Club - 230 pounds .... A.K. McBain elected President

18/11/54 ... outstanding event - the visit by the Queen & Duke of Edinburgh ....

** copy 71 st Annual Report 1954 re royal visit .....

.....

The Club 66th AGM When W.E. Wyres was elected President was held in late November. It was attended by the Committee and 110 others, a net profit 325 pounds being announced which was deemed to be partially due to the better patronage from members. There were then 400 City and 100 Country members.  The usual Christmas gifts were to be given out at the Homes.

A letter of thanks for the old newspapers and playing cards was received from  the Queen Elizabeth. Home in January 1955 and the death of A.H. Nevett was recorded. The redecorating of the Card and Reading rooms including the installation of a modern fireplace in the Reading Room were to proceed and E.G. Ludbrook was appointed Chairman of the House Committee in lieu of H.I. Ebeling.

In March the bowls visit by the Citizens Club of Bendigo was a great success and resulted in an OCC win 97 to 93 whilst the Corio Club won  their match  156-136. The Club made 2 guinea donations to the hospital, Nazareth House, Youth Centre, Mental Hospital auxiliary, Q.E.H,. Ewing House, YMCA, Alexandra Babies Home,  Orphanage,  and the Assoc. for the Advancement of the Blind.

At a Special General Meeting regarding the number of members it was decided that the 400 City and 100 Country be replaced by 500 and 125 respectively. New  Club members included Joseph S. Bongiorno, James N. Coghlan, Oswald A. Coghlan, and Felix J.A. Favaloro.

The House Committee report divulged that whilst replacing the old fireplace in the Reading Room it was found that some joists under the flooring  had been badly burned  and consequently a new base of concrete had to be installed before the new fireplace could be built. It was therefore recommended that the fireplace in the Billiard Room be checked which was subsequently found to be safe. In accordance with the Licensing Act the Club was to be closed on Anzac Day and Good Friday.

Mid year it was suggested that the  ‘Pluto’ system of drawing ale might be an advantage and that the glass in the windows over the two doors leading into the Card Room from the stairway be replaced with glass similar to that in the door. An electric drying machine to be purchased for the housekeeper.

Laminex was to replace the terrazzo slabs in the buffet and it was suggested that a strip of Perfotyle be used on the ceiling in the Wine Room for acoustic reasons as it would be very costly to cover the whole of the ceiling. Reciprocal arrangements were to be entered into with the Mildura Club and the usual Melbourne Cup Calcutta function was to be run.

The OCC beat Corio at Billiards 5 games to 4 in a very fine exhibition and the acoustics in the Wine Room were noticeably better. Angus Eeles and  Robert Cutter were new members and one ‘Pluto’ tap was to be installed by the Brewery for trial purposes. In November the Caneite ceiling in the Wine Room was completed.

The Association AGM recorded that there were 13 Life Members.  The five cottages were in first class order and the painting and the hanging of new curtains and drapes in the reading and card room of the Hall had cost 307 pounds. The Minister for Social Services announced  the Commonwealth Government would be pleased to grant 7,161 pounds towards the cost of building 4 cottages and the contract was let to Mr A.O. Dowsing for the erection of four brick veneer cottages at a cost 12,408 pounds and a notation 'members of the Association will be pleased to learn that legacies left by former members of the Association are now being expended for the purpose for which they were intended’ was added.

The deaths were announced of Arthur Nevett who joined in 1907 and was Hon. Solicitor for many years  as well as President and F.O'Bern who for his long and faithful service had been elected a  Life Member . McBain was re-elected President.

There was a very good attendance at the Club AGM with the committee and 168 members in attendance when Frederick Charlton Wray was elected as President and as there were seven nominations for 4 Committee vacancies a ballot was required. The total membership  was 551,  451 City and 100 Country members and all available funds were invested in Commonwealth Treasury Bonds. The occupants of all the Cottages at the Homes were to again receive Xmas presents donated by the Club. The Caneite ceiling was said to have improved the acoustic properties and greatly enhanced the appearance of the Wine Room, a statement open to debate, and a modern fireplace had also been installed in the western end of the room. The Reading & Card Rooms had been completely re-decorated in modern color tones at a cost of approx 630 pounds of which the Association contributed 307 pounds. New linolieum had been laid in the Card Room and a carpet square for use under the card tables provided for the comfort of members. The old type of  window blinds had been dispensed with and up to date curtains of the latest design hung. The fireplaces in the Reading & Card rooms had been remodeled and new grates installed.

A handsome trophy in the shape of a cup, which was to be played for annually was presented by Mr H. Conn of the Citizens Club, Bendigo during their bowls visit. R.A. Nicholson and S.J. Weir were welcomed as new Members of Committee and in January 1956 the death of R.H. Ramsay was announced whilst in February the Association beat the Club at the Central Green 165-118. In April Laurence G.  Valpied was elected as a new member and the death of W.E. Wyres was announced, W.H. Heinz being appointed Hon. Solicitor to the Club in lieu of R.H. Ramsay. 

Mid year all billiard tables were overhauled by Alcocks and during cricket test matches the hours of trading on Fridays was to be extended to 1am.  Consideration to be given to a golf match for members and Spring brought an unsuccessful proposal that annual subscriptions be increased from 4 to 5 guineas. At a Liason Meeting it was agreed that  the Association would redecorate the front of the building including the entranceway, steps and railings to the second floor and the arrangements were to be made by Mr Scott, the Hon. Building Advisor, Mr Ludbrook the Chairman of the Club House Committee and the President of the Association Mr McBain.

Senior Steward Hughie Cameron  who joined the Club staff in 1914 was farewelled in October retiring after completing almost 43 years of faithful service. He was presented with a cheque for a substantial amount which had been wholly subscribed by the Members.

The  October ‘Blue Ball’ evening knockout competition organized by the sports committee was not well attended. The Ballarat Golf Club granted permission for the use of their course on Sunday 11th November for a game OCA v OCC  which was won by the association 6 to 5 and due to the illness of Mr Blackman it was decided to secure the services of an auctioneer for the Calcutta function. The following month the President and other Members attended the civic reception given by the mayor to Olympic competitors, the regular billiards match versus the Corio Club was undertaken and about 100 members were to attend the Cocktail Party and those members not attending the party were informed that the Wine and Billiard Rooms would not be open to members during the hours allocated for the party.

At the 68th Club AGM E.G. Ludbrook was elected President  and G.B. Lawry was elected as a Life Member and it was announced that a substantial loss had been incurred in the last years trading, resulting from 2 stewards being granted long service leave, an unavoidable increase in overheads and a disturbing decline in receipts. An increase in subscriptions seemed the only logical solution. Membership was 459 City and 102 Country Members. The Citizens Club of Bendigo played the OCC at Bendigo where the home side won and retained the ‘Con Cup’ and Bendigo also won the bowls match  127-96. The Wine Room ceiling had been completely covered by caneite, the entrance, stairway and landing had been re-decorated in modern color tones and gratitude was expressed to the Association Council for their help and co-operation, particularly for their generous contribution towards the cost of re-decorating. Hospitality had been offered during the King’s Cup and Olympic Rowing contests.

At the AGM a levy of 1 guinea was imposed on City Members and 10/6 on Country Members for the year 1956-7

With the dawning of 1957 a Minute of Sympathy was extended to manager Chas Anderson on the loss of his son. New members elected included Barry John James and Edmond Christian Doepel, and a motion was carried that ‘Stewards shall  not be permitted to drink in the Club, except at the personal invitation of the President or Vice President or other Committeeman acting in their stead.’  An invitation was extended to the Citizens Club Bendigo to play bowls at the Central Rink Ballarat in late February,  7 rinks to be utilized. The Corio Club bowls match was to be undertaken on Labor Day.

A police visit took place on a Saturday in March after 2 anonymous letters had been sent directly to the Police Commissioner alleging that  betting was taking place on the Club premises however after inspection the police reported that there was no evidence of betting.  The Citizens Club won their bowling match 130 – 108 and at Geelong  Corio were successful whilst the House Committee recommended the installation of a television set in the Bar which was to be closed on good Friday and Anzac Day as usual. David Aronson was elected as a new member.

Mid year Alf Kerr was to install a television set on the west wall of the wine room on the north side of the President’s Board at a height of 6’ from the floor  and also another point near the south east corner of the Reading Room and arrangements for the cocktail party were in hand.  Billiard and snooker trophies were on exhibition in the Wine Room and it was decided that  Committee Meetings were to start at 8.15pm sharp. With the advent of Spring  the Club was to revert to 12mn closing on Friday nights and the Association won the golf match at Midlands ….

At the Association AGM.C.H. Clamp was elected President as Hoskin could not continue because of ill health. The Association now had 9 cottages under its control and all were occupied rent free by suitable tenants. All cottages were sewered, the Council defraying the full cost of 588 pounds for the sewering of the 5 old cottages, the roadway had to be extended to provide access to the new cottages and paths, lawns and gardens had to be established.

At the Club AGM a profit of 74 pounds compared to the previous year defecit of 946 pounds was announced, the one guinea levy  contributing to the result and it was also announced that Membership was 424 city 118 country Members, a 21” Admiral  TV had been purchased and that Norm McIlvena had been appointed as a steward.

In December reciprocal arrangements were to be entered into with the  Softgoods Association  of Victoria and the Association noted that sufficient bunting was on hand to decorate the verandah for the visit of the Queen Mother. At a Special Committee Meeting in March 1958 Ronald Burgess was appointed manager / secretary, and at the Association Meeting in March as the Manager Elect of the OCA and OCC he was present and introduced to Councillors. In the same month the OCC defeated Corio in their bowls tournament on Labor Day by 4 points and a Minute of Appreciation to the retiring Manager / Secretary Chas Anderson was recorded as well as a  toast drunk

The following month Reciprocal arrangements were entered into with the Camperdown Club and it was decided that the Cocktail party was to be held on the 25th June and a presentation to CHG Anderson was to be held on the 2nd July at 9pm. Mid year it was noted by the Association that George Blakely, aged 83, one of the cottagers cut at least six of the lawns, looked after about 30 trees and shrubs, and cut wood for the others as well as himself.  In July 2 guineas  was donated to Ballarat Town & City Mission and after a disappointing turnout of members for the Association V Club match a decision would have to made as to whether to continue. The Billiard match OCC v Corio was postponed due to insufficient numbers but it was agreed to hold a golf tournament on the 7th December at Ballarat Golf Club. The resignation of R. Burgess as secretary was received in November with regret and the new Secretary W. M. Roper commenced in early December. The Christmas Cocktail Party to be held on Eureka Day was to commence at 6.30pm with free drinks until 9.30pm with the Dance music to commence at 8pm. A portable bar was to be set up between the North and Centre billiards tables.

A bonus of 20 pounds was paid to Mr Anderson in recognition of his service in assisting the Secretary / Manager take over under difficult conditions. A gratuity box to enable members to recognize service from the Stewards was to be installed and the President was to personally warn the stewards of severe disciplinary action should they drink or fraternize with the members. It was decided to stock canned beer and bottles of tomato juice on trial and the usual Christmas presentations were to take place at the Homes. W.J. Gribble was elected as a new member.

In March the Association recorded that 4 cottages were being occupied by single occupants which contravened the agreement  that the cottages were to be occupied by married couples only and when one occupant died the remaining occupant would vacate the cottage.

Reciprocal relations agreed to with the Maryborough Highlands Society,  new members elected being J.A. Dick,  Dr Jens and E.A. Farley  New fireplaces were built in the Billiard Room and Office whilst the grates were renewed in the Card and Wine Rooms to be paid for by the Association  as a gesture of goodwill towards the Club. The Annual Labor Day bowls match which was to be held at Geelong was abandoned as not enough members were available to make the trip and there was a distinct lack of interest being shown in billiards. 

Gallipoli veterans were to be invited to the Club on Anzac Eve. The  electric light bowls match, and the billiard and bowls matches with the Corio Club were postponed indefinitely but the promotion of the test game of bias bowls was on course and a  Film & variety night was to be held in Mid May. A Smoke Social was to be held after Cocktail Party the inaugral bias bowls interest was disappointing as there was not enough patronage to justify the expense. Another night was to be trialled if equipment could be borrowed.

The proposed Film & Variety Night was abandoned as was the second proposed bias bowls night.  The Club Charity vote was 2 guineas each to Q.E.H.,  Base Hospital, Ewing House for Deaf Children, Town and City Mission, Youth Centre, Ladies Mental Home Auxiliary, Alexandra Babies Home, Ballarat Orphanage, Nazareth House, and the Ballarat Home for the Blind. The Association winter relief firewood was reduced from 33 to 27 loads and maintenance work, described as most satisfactory, was conducted in the grounds of the cottages by the Mental hospital patients who also completed the pruning work at the plantation. The Old Colonists Association donated twenty pounds ‘to provide pleasure for the patients’.

It was decided to hold a film night in late August to show ’a horse racing film from race tracks in America’ and the annual Calcutta was again to be held.. The Tattersall’s Club agreed to reciprocal relations  tenders for goods hoist were called with only one tender being received and a. golf tournament was to be held at Midlands Sunday 15th November

And the Chtistmas Cocktail Party on Wedneday 2nd December

At the Association AGM when J. Curwen Walker was elected President mention was made that 'as our charitable and relief work depends to a large extent on members subscritions, an earnest appeal is made for new  members.' , and increrased rentals representing present day values were agreed upon with the shop tenants, who also agreed to pay the rates on the properties.

Each cottager was to be presented with Christmas cheer being  a bottle of wine, a half bottle of brandy, and a bottle of sweets and each permanent member of staff was to be given a cheque for 10 pounds. The tender for the goods lift did not comply with the Factories Act and the proposal was shelved until alternatives could be investigated.

In the dawning of the new decade Norm McIlvena was appointed Senior Steward and with respect to the  Annual bowls and billiard matches with the Corio Club there was a  problem with reponse, and so there were not  sufficient competitors and in March it was recorded that there was  little interest in the billiard and snooker tournaments.  World War 1 veterans were invited for an informal evening at the Club on Anzac Eve which was successful but incurred a significant loss. The Club was going to be open from 7 – 11.30pm on Anzac Day. Regarding a proposed  visit by Walter Lindrum it was announced that it was not possible to promote an exhibition in the Club Billiard Room owing to the lack of facilities and that it would also contravene the Licensing Act.

Mid year 200 trees in the plantation which had been damaged by fire were felled and turned into firewood for the cottagers. Reciprocal arrangements were entered into with the Sandringham Club and the Association was to be approached re its rules and regulations to permit naturalized New Australians to be elected to the Association, and subsequently to the Club. The  usual 2 guinea donations were made to the 11 charities by the Club and Dr E.A.H. Guymer was to be recommended as a Life Member.

Dr Guymer resigned as the Hon. Medical Officer and was replaced by Dr Morton. A Minute was recorded recognizing the long and able service to the Council in his caring for the health and welfare of the cottagers and at the August Council Meeting Dr Guymer was entertained by the President and Councillors in a  farewell tribute ceremony .

A motion that Wine Room floor  be carpeted was lost  4 –2 against and the Association was to amend the rules so that naturalized new Australians who have been resident in the British Commonwealth for not less than 10 years may be admitted as Members.

Late in the year Reciprocal Rights were entered into with the Shepparton Club, the usual Calcutta was held and  tenders were to be called to carpet the Wine Room with first quality Wilton carpet and first quality cowhair  underfelt  whilst stainless steel kick plates were to be added to doors.

An apology was sent to the Corio Club as nobody was available to attend their invitation and after discussion quotes were to be obtained for super axminster carpet  due to the concern of members spilling their drinks and mud on the carpet after stock sales. The floor level ash trays were to be removed when the carpet was laid.

As the year drew to a close doctors figured prominently. At the 72nd  Club AGM R.A. Nicholson was installed as the incoming President and Dr E.A. H. Guymer was  nominated for Life Membership in recognition of his sterling service to the Club and the Association and the following month a future Club Medical Officer D.L. Morton was elected as a  new member. After the Cocktail Party, for which 206 acceptances were received concern was raised that the Wine Room carpet would be ruined after two or three such occasions. 

In February 1961 night bowls were held at Central and  new members elected were J.F. Garner and L.J. Webb, the tender of Harry Davies for carpeting the Wine Room was accepted and with respect to the dress of members a collar and tie were to be worn except during exceptionally hot and humid weather when an approved sports shirt would be deemed acceptable.

The following month R.G. Lemke was elected as a new member and the tattered flag was to be replaced by a new blue ensign. The Golf tournament was abandoned as the conditions for promoting the tournament were not satisfactory  and.there had been no approach from the Corio Club for a visit. Night bowls tournaments were most successful  and new cloths were to be fitted to the three billiard table beds and cushions at a cost of 175 pounds. In mid-March a Special Meeting was held to consider rescinding the proposal to carpet the Wine Room, the motion being adopted 3-2 and declared carried.

The death at Geelong of D.McL. Patterson, Life Member and Secretary for many many years aged 90 years was announced in April,  the Anzac Eve party being described as a most successful function. Four brands of whisky were available to members.

Mid Year the usual donations were made to the 11 local charities by the Club and only 132 had attended the June cocktail party whilst it was resolved that when new Club members were elected they were to be supplied with a copy of the last annual Report and Balance sheet and a book of Rules & Regulations. The exteriors of all the cottages were painted and the old folk were particularly pleased with the bright colours.

In August J.E. Crocker was elected as a new member and the Corio Club were to attend for a Billiard night in September which was later described as most successful despite the narrow defeat of the Old  Colonists, and G.W. Torney was elected as a new member. In October there was the obituary of H.F. Tweedie  and Tunbridges tender to carpet the Wine Room with Westminster carpet was to be accepted.

The Melbourne Cup Calcutta function was successful and the Bendigo Citizens Club accepted an invitation to a Billiard & Snooker tournament. The provision of  a safety hand rail on the middle stairway landing was in hand  and enquiries were to be made re  providing a suckling pig for the cocktail party. At the Club 73rd AGM C.H. Davis was elected President, the Ladies Committee were to provide the flowers for the Cocktail Party which was later described as an outstanding success and the carpet in the Wine Room caused much favorable comment among the members.

With the arrival of  1962 a new Award provided  three weeks annual leave for staff after 5  years of service, J. Gull was elected as a new member, a meeting of the  Australian Rowing Council was to be held at the Club and the Bendigo Citizens Club were to visit for an interclub billiard fixture.  Six pedestal ashtrays were purchased.

A Special Meeting of Committee was held in March to discuss the sale of the Alexandra Tea Rooms. It was recorded that ‘the Club cannot see any use for the premises now or in the immediate future.’ And that ‘if the Association wish to proceed with the purchase of the property for investment purposes the Club Committee is willing to consider any concrete proposition regarding financial participation that is put to it.’ D.L. Coxall and  C.H. Harley were elected as New Members and later in the month it was announced that the Association Council had no interest in purchase of the Alexandra. Members J. Ellis and M. McPherson were elected to represent Australia in the East African Motor Car Safari Rally. Bendigo  had a very successful visit winning the billiards easily.

Mid year the usual 2 guinea vote was made to 11 local charities by the Club and the Sale Club sought affiliation which was approved. New Members included H.W. Troon and G.H. Troon and the attendance at Cocktail Party was 110 as against 132 the previous year. In August an Application for Membership was made by R.W. Horton , a citizen of the USA who was not eligible under present Rules and Regulations of the Association.  

The secretary reported that the original eureka Flag at the Fine Art Gallery was perished and suggested that a facsimile of the flag be made and hung in the Hall. It was agreed to investigate further.

In October the death of Councillor Harold B. Irwin was recorded, he being described as a ‘great friend to the residents of the Cottages and endeared himself with his continued interest in their welfare.’

At the 74th  Club AGM when H.R. Summer was elected as the new President  F.C. Wray was elected as a Life Member  in recognition of his sterling service to the Club and the Association whilst as Christmas approached new members elected included I.W. Larkin and  R.S.B. Tunbridge.  Christmas bonuses were to be paid to staff.

With the breaking of 1963 it was resolved that each steward may have two free drinks daily which were to be consumed in the kitchen after the bar has been closed down, or as their shift finished. A considerable loss had been incurred on the Christmas Cocktail Party and Club letterheads and envelopes were to be provided in the Reading Room for the convenience of Members.

Autumn brought reciprocal arrangements with the Hawthorn Club and the announcement of the death of J.C. Besemeres, the Club were narrowly defeated in a billiards tournament  and 60 entries had been received for the golf tournament at the Ballarat Club, which was most successful. In April B.E. Bartrop was elected as a New Member and it was agreed that a dinner was to be held to celebrate 75 years of the Club on Saturdayt 6th July 1963.

Mid year an application was to be made to the art gallery for a loan of the Eureka flag for the purpose of manufacturing a facsimile for exhibition,  J.N. Hayden was elected as a New Member and the usual 2 guinea donations were made to the charities. The Club received correspondence from the Association congratulating it on the 75th Anniversary Dinner and  S. Wyres and A.G. Shaw were elected as New Members. Consideration was to be given to the proposal to remove the balcony and verandah from the Hall, the architect advising that December 1969 was the deadline and so no present action was to be taken. 

The .Camperdown Club were to visit in early October and the Corio Club in the middle of the month  for billiards. The Camperdown visit was a very happy event which was won by the Old Colonists, the usual Calcutta function was to be held and an annual bonus of 50 pounds was to be paid to the manager.  Later in the year  New Member E.J. Auchettl,  suggested that members in working clothes or overalls be allowed to enter the Wine Room for a limited period after work but it was resolved that there be no relaxation in the present practices of dress while members were on Club premises.

With the approach of Christmas  J.H. Coventry was elected as a New Member, the Cocktail Party was described as a most happy and successful function,  the Club was to be closed on Xmas Day and it was resolved that an endeavour be made to include Ladies at the Winter Party. A drive for new members was to be held as there was 60 vacancies.

With the dawning of 1964  J.R. Anderson was elected as a New Member and there was a discussion regarding dress. It was resolved that a tie or cravat must be worn, the wearing of braces without a coat would not be permitted and a supply of ties were to be kept by the stewards for issue to members where necessary.

In March J.C. Harley was elected as a New Member and coin meters were to be installed on the Billiard Tables, to be set at 40 minutes for one shilling and the Shire would not permit a private road to be named Anderson Grove as Anderson Street already existed in Ballarat but Charles Anderson Grove was deemed acceptable. With the approach of winter the National Trust requested a written assurance to the effect that the Association would maintain the verandah and balcony of the Hall should the trust be successful in its efforts to save them from demolition. The Cocktail Party was cancelled and  Dietale was to be stocked. Approval was granted by the Association for the Club to put a door in the west wall of the Wine Room to give entry into the Card Room, a sliding door being installed. The Old Colonists narrowly defeated Camperdown at billiards and the northern end of the back verandah was to be enclosed.

The usual charitable vote was paid and the Listner In, Weekly Times, American Times and the American Post were cancelled with a  saving of almost 27 pounds per annum but  the new daily newspaper the Australian was to be subscribed too.  Fifty bronze tokens found in the safe and a desk were to be sold for 5 shillings each. The Golf fixture was postponed due to a lack of entries, the Club was still awaiting the billiard meters from England and the Annual Calcutta was filling well. The facsimile Eureka Flag was received in October and was hung from the picture rail in the Reading Room.

With the end of the year in sight Corio won the billiards match at Geelong 4 games to 1,

 the billiard meters were installed and working satisfactorily, the revenue having doubled. And Messrs Godbehear  and W.H. Heinz  were appointed Trustees of the Club. The application by R.W. Horton was refused as he had been living in Australia for only 8 years and not the10 as required  and the Cocktail Party was most successful with 252 Members, wives and friends attending.

In February1965 the National Trust were to be congratulated on their success in retaining the balcony and verandah of the Hall as objects of historic interest. In April the Old Colonists were not successful against either the Camperdown or Corio Clubs in the Billiard tournaments, the cost of swing doors to billiard room were obtained, the YMCA requested the Club players give a billiard demonstration at the YMCA  in May and J.D. Sarah and D.G. Cowles were elected as new members. The Secretary/Manager Mr Roper resigned and G.A. Cliff was appointed to the position.

Corio was successful against the Old Colonists at Geelong and again the Christmas Cocktail Party was a success with an attendance of  272. In January 1966 the project of erecting two new units at Charles Anderson Grove was to be proceeded with.  March  saw the Wine Room painted and a total Club Membership of 500. Future Committee Meetings to be  held at 8pm. In May the tender of W.B. Trahar was aceepted for the new units.

There was a little drama at the Club in July when a members coat hanging on the rack caught fire and caused damage to the coat rack, the wall, and the carpet, the fire being extinguished with an extinguisher by a steward. The usual donations were made to the 11 charities and with decimilisation  they each received  $4.20. Council Meetings in future were to be held on the 1st Thursday of the month.

The  Billiard Match with Corio was delayed because the Old Colonists tables were in poor order, the Christmas Cocktail Party was to be held in December @ $7.00 per double 

and D.A.E. Fawell was elected as a new member. The cash register was updated for decimal currency, the billiard table cloths were lifted, cleaned and stretched and the Vice President and Treasurer A.H. Collins decided to relocate to Queensland.

In October it was announced that the new homes were to be named the ‘Wilson homes’ and in November the delayed Corio visit took place, S.K. Robertson & K.R. Travers were welcomed to the Committee and the December Golf Day at Buninyong was a success. Xmas bonuses were to be paid to staff as usual.

In Summer 1967 it was moved and seconded that commencing immediately for a trial period of three months the permitted dress on Saturdays be open necked sports shirt and slacks or shorts and long socks whilst in April a Special Meeting was held in view of the resignation of the Secretary/Manager Mr Cliff.  Mr P Absom was appointed as Secretary/Manager on a part time basis.

In April M.J. Collins was elected as a New Member and on Anzac Day the bar was to be open from 1pm. In May  reciprocal rights were entered into with the Air Force Club of Victoria. There was an accidental tear in the cloth of the billiard table closest to the bar, the table being generally in bad shape and the Alexandra Tea Room were to do the catering for the Winter Coctail Party. A small Hoover washing machine was installed in the kitchen. 

The Club President wanted the advertising sign on the south end of the verandah removed as it detracted from the dignity and appearance of the building and so the Secretary was asked to write to the President of the Association regarding the matter. The Treasurer reported that the financial position of the Club was not good.  A Special General Meeting in July resolved  that no local visitor was to be introduced into the Club more than 12 times in any one year and that no member could introduce more than three local visitors on any one day without obtaining the permission of the President or his deputy. Under rule 33 visitors under the age of 23 years could not be served in the Club.

In August a new superannuation scheme for the employees was finalized  As the AGM approached the Cottagers enjoyed a picture afternoon at the Vegas Cinema and the controversial Craven A cigarette sign was removed from the south end of the balcony.

The Christmas Cocktail Party  was to be held on Saturday the 6th December, the Calcutta arrangements were in hand, the billiard match against  Corio was to be held in Geelong on the 1st November, and another in Ballarat against the Camperdown Club in late November. It was to be a recommendation  of the Committee to the AGM that Chas Anderson be made a Life Member and a small Life Members Board was to be obtained and placed in the Hall.

At the 79th Club AGM when H.R. Sumner was elected President David Ludbrook suggested that in regard to correct dress in the Club , shorts, shirt with a tie, and long socks be regarded as correct dress at all times, the suggestion to be considered by the Committee. It had been suggested the Club should adopt a Club necktie which on a show of hands was agreed too and so the matter would be decided by the  Committee. Chas Anderson who had been a member since 1918 and who had served with distinction in many Offices including Secretary from 1949-58 was made a Life Member, the decision being carried with acclamation.

With the arrival of 1968 new members elected inlcuded B.S. Foley, R.J. Selkirk and H.F. Morrow and a Golf Day was to be held at the  Ballarat Golf Club in March and six dozen navy blue ‘Club’ ties ordered  @ $1.60 each were ordered. A new Life Members Honor Board was inscribed with the names of  D.M. Paterson, F. O’Bern, E.A.H. Guymer, F.C. Wray, and C.H.G. Anderson.  L.J. Drury was elected as a new member as were R. Beetham and H.C. Evans in April. The Association were offered a chandolier  to be hung in the foyer of the Hall, as a free gift from the Ballarat Gas Company, as well as two wall lighting fixtures. The Mid Winter Cocktail Party in July was to be catered for by the Alexandra and Stan Wallace’s orchestra ‘The Rockettes’ were to provide the music.

As Spring approached new members included P.D. Tobin, S. Bracks and W.C. Carter and it was announced that although a small loss had been incurred by the Winter Cocktail Party it was a complete success and enjoyed by all present. Billiard table repairs were to be undertaken. Discussion was undertaken about building more  single accommodation at the Homes and it was thought that three units could be built under one roof.  P.W.R. Ashley was elected as a new member.

In November the Old Colonists defeated Corio in a Billiards match and it was resolved that a reciprocal member could sign a visitor in to the Club as apart from voting they had all member rights. At the 80th  Club AGM J.H. Coventry was elected President  and it was decreed that the Annual subscription was to be raised by $2 to $12.50 for City members.

With the approach of Christmas the Cocktail Party made the smallest of profits, the usual  Staff bonuses were paid, two new  Committee Members McGraw and Schulz welcomed and R.A. Bracks was elected as a new member. With the advent of 1969 mid year a party from the North Sydney Leagues Club visited to the mutual pleasure of both parties and architect Ewan Jones was asked to prepare an estimate for the provision of ladies toilets. The Tender of G & W. Chambers to erect the two twin unit flats, the ‘Joe White Cottages’ and the ‘J. Curwen Walker Cottages’  at the Homes was accepted and a quote was received for the ‘graining’ of the wooden surfaces at the Hall, whilst Spring brought the election  of M.J. Charles as a new member. C. Pennant Snr was congratulated on the ‘very fine graining’ in the foyer as he was over 80 years of age and had come out of retirement to ‘make the foyer a thing of beauty without sparing himself in the process.’

In December the death of J.N. Blight was announced and the Club was to remain open on Boxing and New Years’s Day. The Wine Room carpet was overdue for renewal. The arrival of the new decade brought news of another death, that of CHG Anderson and the Association Meeting observed a minutes silence for Chas Anderson and another Ex-President A.K. Mc Bain who had also passed away. Later in the year it was announced that the Club was not in a financial position to go ahead with the provision of ladies toilets, and it was decided to increase the City fees by $4.35 to $16.85 and the Country fees to $11.85. In October W.G. Cornell was elected as a new member and a ‘Christmas Effort’ was to be held.

In DecemberArch McKinnon was welcomed as a new Committee Member, Ballarat beat Corio at home in a billiards match, the Cottages Christmas Party was held on the 3rd and the Christmas Cocktail Party was successful. An Easter Effort was to be held rather than the proposed Christmas one.

With the arrival of 1971 J.R. Faull was elected as a new member and from March the Committee Meetings were to be held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month.  It was decided that from July a small rental for each of the homes was to be charged, that motion being later rescinded but it was decided that the occupants were to be asked to pay one dollar per head per week for upkeep from August. Councillor  Selkirk resigned and was replaced on Council by John Crocker. At the Club the Billiards tourney was cancelled due to a lack of entries and the cleaning was to be done on a contract basis.The Mid Year Cocktail Party was a success.

In Spring the Association Council had the Reading Room, Card Room and Secretary’s Office painted and the floor of the Card Room was sanded and polished, the new ceiling being described as a great improvement as regards warmth, sound and appearance. The usual Calcutta was run and Ken Picot was elected as a new member.

At the Club AGM three new Life Members were created being Alfred Reid, J.C. Rowe,  and J.M. Mark,  all being described ‘as great citizens over a very long period of years who had given assistance to every movement that was for the good of the City,  truly ‘Old Colonists”  F.N. Pitts was elected President and the age limit for membership was reduced from 23 to 21 years  as from the 1st December.

In December the Eureka flag was loaned to the Art Gallery for an evening, the Christmas Cocktail Party was attended by 231 members and friends which returned a substantial profit and the usual staff bonuses were paid.

In March 1972 the decision was made that the Committee Meetings were to be held on the 3rd Thursday of each month in lieu of Wednesdays and in June discussion took place on the possibility or otherwise of establishing a squash court for members on council property at the rear of the Club. A sub committee of three members was formed to undertake a feasibility study but the building proposed for the squash court was found to be not vacant and under lease.

In August a discussion was undertaken on the feasibility of the Club bottling it’s own wine for sale to members, a  Sub Committee being formed. And in December Dress rules were to be relaxed for a trial period of three months, a tie or coat need not be worn provided that the member or his guest were neatly and cleanly dressed and the Club President Mr Bracks reported on the Christmas visit to the Homes.

In early 1973 the lights in Reading and Card Rooms were to be modernized and the Club was to be closed on Easter Monday as well as Good Friday as very few members attended on public holidays. Table tennis equipment was to be obtained for use on the west side of the Card Room and it was decided that Dress rules were to be relaxed, the stewards to notify the manager or a member of the Committee if a member offended against the rule of clean and tidy attire. The chrome stools in the Wine Room were to be replaced.

In March the Association Council  meeting was held, by the invitation of  Past President W.J. Selkirk, in the cabin of his motor vessel at Queenscliff.

OLD COLONISTS – 1973 +

The Shire of Ballarat were now demanding the payment of rates on each of the cottages. Cr. McVilly resigned from Council because of ill health and the Club placed a table tennis table in the Card Room. As mid year approached  the Eureka Flag was again hung in the Reading Room, L.J. Drury filled the Council vacancy and the death of Life Member J.M. Mark aged 91 years was announced. The Club who now had a membership of 449 held a successful Wine Tasting and the new bar furniture was deemed to be a great improvement. A liason meeting with architects Val Lohse and Ewan Jones was held regarding proposed alterations. 

The Mid Winter Cocktail Party was successful, wine was to be purchased under the Club’s own label and sadly the death of another Life Member, A. Reid was announced.

At the Club Annual General  Meeting when B.E. Bartrop was elected President a motion was to be put forward that 18 year olds, provided that their fathers were members, be admitted as visitors to the Club when sponsored by a member. The Club Calcutta produced record takings whist the Christmas Cocktail Party was a success being described as possibly the biggest ever. In addition to Christmas Day the Club was to be closed on Boxing and New years Day in view of poor patronage on those days in the past. As Christmas approached architect Val Lohse relocated to Queensland and in early 1974 Ewan Jones was appointed architect to the Association.

The Club formed a Cellar Sub Committee and the following month reported that the Manager and Stewards were to be complimented on the way the cellar was kept. With the approach of mid year secretary P. Abson  resigned after seven years of service and a note of appreciation for good service was included in the Club’s Minute book whilst the Club thanked the association for having the exterior of the Hall cleaned. The Mid Winter Cocktail Party was attended by 313 people and the Club’s Dinner at which the Governor was present was also successful.

C.H. Davis accepted the position of secretary as from the 1st October and mid month Ewan Jones was authorized to prepare specifications and invite tenders for the proposed alterations to the Hall. The following month quotes were to be obtained for additional cottages based on previous plans and at the Club AGM where A.D. MacKinnon was elected President past secretary Phil Abson was elected as a Life Member. With respect to summer dress it was decreed that coats could be removed and shorts and long socks would be permitted. Prior to the Association Committee Meeting the President and Members of Council, accompanied by the Club President and Secretary and Head Steward N. McIlvena attended the annual function at the Homes during which Christmas gifts were distributed by the two Presidents. A most enjoyable time was had by all.

The quotes for alterations to the Hall were well above expectations and it was resolved to ask for re-tenders without the toilet block. The Christmas Cocktail Party was to be restricted to an attendance of 270 and although the Club was to close on the public holidays it was to remain open on Australia Day.

In early 1975 the original W.B. Trahar tender was accepted as the Club agreed to a significant increase in its share of the cost of the alterations and a permit for the alterations to the Hall was received from the Historic Buildings Preservation Council. The secretary was to communicate with the HBPC to see if the Hall could be deregistered. As winter approached the Club were to obtain a Kelly Pool Table whilst in August the dress code was reaffirmed to be a jacket, collar & tie or Business dress. The usual Calcutta, Christmas Raffle and Christmas Cocktail Party were to be held and the Billiards Match with the Camperdown Club was won 4 matches to 2. About 100 copies of the Association History by Phil Abson were to be produced.

In 1976, unlike the previous year the Club was to be closed on Australia Day and Labor Day but was to open on Easter Saturday and Monday. Member of Parliament J.R. Short was elected as a Member. Corio were to visit for a Billiards Match and beginning Saturday April 17th Members were permitted to introduce Ladies as guests to the Wine room on Saturday evenings after 8pm. As a result of poor attendance at the club over Easter it was decided that in future the Club would remain closed on New Year’s  Day, Foundation Day, Labor Day, Easter, Anzac Day, Queen’s Birthday, Christmas Day and Boxing Day.

In May the ‘Member of the Week ‘ award was to be eliminated and Ladies were to be permitted as guests in the Wine Room from 6.30pm. At the Association Councillor A.C. Fraser resigned and was replaced by F. Peebles. As from October the cottagers were to be liable for the payment of municipal and sewerage rates and rental payments  were to replace the present contribution. When rent was paid by pensioners it was possible for them to claim supplementary assistance, and therefore the expense would not be as great as it first appeared.

At the Club AGM in November Jim Coventry was elected President and Messrs H. Godbehear and R. A. Nicholson  were elected as Life Members whilst the Association Council  had their photograph taken in the precincts of the Reading Room, and a separate photograph of  Dr Morton  was to be added as an inset.

In 1977 the Club undertook the annual Calcutta whilst the Cocktail Party was to be known as the OCC Christmas Party. B. Bartrop and M. Schultz  resigned from the Committee resulting in the election of H. Berry and A. Burrow whilst S.A. Wilson resigned from Council as did John Curwen Walker which resulted in the election of Ian Bishop and John Curwen Walker Jnr.  John Crocker, Frank Peebles, and Les Drury were elected as Trustees. Norm McIlvena was to act as manager due to the illness of C.H. Davis. 

Later in the year the Association observed a minutes silence with the announcement of the death of ex Councillor Dr. S.A. Wilson and at the Hall the stair banisters were to be strengthened with steel plates.

Early the following year resigning members were to be informed that they could become Life Members if they made a $50 donation to the Association  and socially a trip to the Selkirk’s at Queenscliff was to be undertaken in March, the same month in which the building was listed by the Australian Heritage Commission. Norm McIlvena was appointed manager of the Club, reports were tabled on two Wine Tasting Evenings, the Club was to open at 3pm on Anzac Day and Gerald Jenzen was elected as a New Member. The Club had 447 financial members.

The Club had a successful journey to the Corio Club and returned with the trophy, the contest now being undertaken in snooker rather than billiards as it gave the Club a wider selection of players. The Mid Winter Party was successful with 137 attending and Joseph Jamieson was elected as a New Member. The 1,000th draw of the Weekly Effort was scheduled for early October, it was instituted by L. Chamberlain in January 1959 and had been a great success.  David Ludbrook resigned from the Club Committee, K. Irvin was elected President at the AGM and as the year drew to a close Reciprocal rights were to be entered into with the South Oakleigh Club.

The Association donated to the retirement fund of Tom Beaumont  for his invaluable assistance  over the years to Charles Anderson Grove, where the cottagers were pleased with the concreting of their paths. 

A twilight bowls night between the Association and the Club was held at Central in February 1979 and was won by the Association. It was destined to be an annual event and a perpetual trophy was obtained. The Club also lost at snooker to Corio 8 games to 4.  There was a need for landscaping the centre strip at Charles Anderson Grove and it was agreed that the lighting in the Card and Reading Rooms was outdated.

Mid year the Winter Party was successful, John Curwen Walker Jnr resigned from Council but remained as the Honorary Solicitor, and the Club were to become a patron of the Eureka Celebration Committee. In October David Pratt was elected to Council and G. Hewitt was preparing plans and specifications  for a pair of single units to be built in the north front area. At the 91st Club AGM where A.C. Burrow was elected President the death of Life Member P. Abson was announced.  The Melbourne Cup Calcutta Sweepstake was again proving popular but the Christmas Party showed a significant loss with only thirty members accepting. The annual outdoor Christmas Party at Charles Anderson Grove was a success and Norm McIlvena reported that the work on the roof of the Hall had been completed.

The new decade brought news that the Mid Year Party was to be termed the ‘President’s Night’, the Association and Club were the bowling protagonists in mid February where again the Association were successful in a very enjoyable bowls night, whilst the Club were again beaten at snooker by Corio. It was suggested that the proposed new cottages for which the tender of B.C. Bowman was accepted  be called the Sutherland Project. The following month it was suggested that two more single units be built whilst the cottage folk were treated to a picture night with chocolates and transport being provided. Authentic reproduction lighting was to be obtained for the Hall and mid year Keith Travers was to become a Life Member.

The Club were to hold a Spring Time Party and to conduct a Fellowship Hour on Wednesday evenings between 5.30 till 6.30pm from October until Christmas and the usual Calcutta was again to be conducted. Warren Shears and John Emery were elected as New Members. From an Association perspective Spring brought the news that the first two units were nearly completed and the tender for the second two by Basil Bowman was also accepted. Their Annual Dinner was to be held at the Old Ballarat in late November.

Henry Berry Jnr. was elected President at the Club 92nd AGM where it was elaborated that the purpose of the Old Colonists Club  was to provide convenient and suitable rooms in which members may meet for social intercourse, to supply them with reading matter, including the daily journals, periodicals, and other literature, and generally to afford them pleasure and rational enjoyment. Members of the Club, of necessity had to be members of the Association. On Saturdays members were able to attend the Club in casual sportswear and lady guests were welcome after 6.30pm that evening. The Club had for sale, at very reasonable prices, an excellent claret and a very good port. The Club membership stood at 394 and the death of Life Member F.C. Wray was announced. It had been proposed that a Spring Time Party be held rather than the usual Mid Winter and Christmas Parties but the proposal received practically no support and had to be abandoned.

With the approach of Christmas  ladies were to be allowed in from 4.30pm on Saturdays. March 1981 saw the election of Ballarat MHR John Mildren and Davild Miller as Members and the Association President was to take a Life Governor plaque to J. Curwen-Walker. In April an advertisement was to be placed in the ‘Courier’ inviting applications for membership of the Old Colonists Club whilst the following month the Club defeated the Corio Club at snooker. Very few ladies were availing themselves of the opportunity to be guests on a Saturday. Mid year the death of Ex. Honorary Solicitor J. Curwen Walker was announced and in later months the Prawn night at the Club was both socially and financially successful.

Another highly satisfying Prawn Night was held in early 1982 and an enjoyable Bowls Night was undertaken with a mini bus being hired to convey members to the Corio club, but sadly for Ballarat, Corio won. The Homes were a picture with the petunias in full bloom, the credit being given to the residents. At the Association in March Councillors Charles Clamp and Bill Titheridge were unanimously elected as Life Governors by their fellow Councillors. It was said that the award was very well merited and an appreciation of wonderful work performed on behalf of the Association over a period of years. At the club in May the Sporting Globe, Herald, Bulletin and Sun were to be deleted and the Courier, Age and National Geographic purchased.

Mid year a low interest loan was made by the Ballarat Restoration Advisory Committee for renovations to the Hall to be undertaken prior to the centenary of the Association. And Gary English was invited to fill the vacancy of the late Councillor  Symons. At the Club the bingo machines were going well and the Club was to purchase 100 dozen wines to be sold under the Club label. The usual Calcutta was to be held. In August the passing of Life Member Dr E.A. Guymer was announced and Peter Heinz Jr. was elected as a Member. A Wine Tasting was to be held at the Club in September,  Reciprocal arrangements were to be undertaken with the Royal Yacht Club of Hobart and the Club were to purchase 60 doz port to be marketed under their label.. The Ballarat Football Tribunal were to utilize the Reading Room.

At the Club AGM M.R. Smith was elected President and it was announced that the Club had lifted from a loss to a profit.The Association Annual Dinner was to be held a Lillian’s in November and they were to order 10 dozen bottles of wine with the Club label, it being described as a very pleasant port. As Christmas approached the Department of Social Security confirmed funding for four additional self contained units.

Socially for early 1983 Corio were to visit in March  and the Association versus Club bowls confrontation  was set for mid April at Central, resulting in another win to the Association. In February the death of Cr. William Titheridge was announced at the Association meeting and a minutes silence was observed. It was agreed to donate to assist the victims of the bushfires. The Club Committee agreed in principle that the Club premises could be let to members for private parties. It was reported that the Prawn Night was successful but the Club lost to Corio. In April Basil Bowman was to undertake renovations at the cottages and Brian Drennan was appointed to Council to fill the vacancy. Mid year the Club members were happy with the new Club Snooker Championship Board and the Club was to hold an open day for public inspection in late August. The concrete slabs were poured for the new units.

At the Association the Governor had accepted an invitation to the Centenary Dinner which was to be a four course meal catered for by Harry Morris. Hors-d’oeuvres and silver candelabra were to add to the occasion. Life Member Keith Travers was invited to the dinner.

The Centenary  Dinner was held  on August 23rd with the Guest of Honour being the Governor of Victoria Rear Admiral Sir Brian Murray. Other guests included the Mayor of the City, Cr Melton Foo and the President of the Shire Cr W. Flynn. The evening was very successful and the Club wrote to the Association offering congratulations.

At the 95th Club AGM  in November where J. Coventry was elected President mention was made of the lack of numbers supporting the club throughout the year although the Club had made a profit despite declining membership.

The OCA versus OCC Bowls Night was set for late February ’84 resulting in another Association victory being  reported with great humility by their President, whilst the Club again lost to Corio 7 games to 5 at their snooker confrontation. Cr. Cr Charles Clamp resigned from Council and I.C. Clamp was the member for election. The Club thanked the Association for their generous assistance with the recent building improvements in the Wine Room.

Mid year the Club were to visit the Geelong Football Club and to also call on the Corio Club. Cr Gary English resigned from Council and Charles Anderson Grove was significantly improved when it was sealed with hotmix. In August it was announced that Life Membership was to be conferred on ex Councillor Clamp and Melville Charles was to fill the Council vacancy. The Annual Association Dinner was to be held at Mimosa Park in November and as the year drew to a close the annual Christmas Party at the Homes was arranged for early December and it was announced that the Club were to enter a team in the Ballarat Snooker Competition on Wednesday nights. The 38 hour working week for staff was implemented.

The year 1985 saw Mr M. Smith offer the Club a print of the 1864 England V Ballarat Cricket Team and further bowls competition between the Association and Club in late February which saw the Association continue in its winning way. There was a unanimous vote from the members to proceed with incorporation and Jim Coventry resigned as a Committee Member with Gerald Jenzen being co-opted and to form a Committee to investigate and plan for the 1988 Club Centenary celebrations. Xtra light beer was to be supplied in the Bar and the bingo machines were making a significant profit.

In May D. Strickland was appointed President of the Club, the resignation of  K. Doyle being accepted with regret after he had previously been hospitalized, whilst at the Association Cr Les McBain resigned from Council and Life Governorship was conferred. The new units were to be known as the Symons and Titheridge Cottages and were described as being erected as part of the Centenary Celebrations. The Corio Club visit was arranged, the Club were to enter a team into the local billiards competitions whilst their snooker team in the Ballarat Association was beaten on the last ball of the last frame, capping a splendid effort in their first year.  G. Rowe was appointed to Committee and the first wedding reception was held at the Club.

August saw the proposal that the annual Melbourne Cup Calcutta be drawn at a social  evening with a pig on the spit and Joe Jamieson was to be approached to fill the Council vacancy. September brought news of the death of ex-Councillor Charles Clamp and was recorded in a Special Minute.  Neville Greenbank was elected as a Member and the Club were to reduce the price of drinks between 5-6pm until Christmas to encourage better attendance between those times. W.H. Heinz was to be recommended for Club Life Membership at their AGM and was duly elected. He was a Past President, Committee Member, Trustee, and Honorary Solicitor. D.C. Stickland was elected President and as from the 18th November the Club was the Old Colonists’ Club Ballarat Incorporated. Gerald Jenzen was named as the first Public Officer and Richard Tantau was appointed Public Officer for Taxation Purposes.

The Association held their Annual Dinner in November, the Christmas Party at the Homes was a great success except for the rain and the Club was to be closed from Christmas Eve until mid January.

At The Club a special night was held in February to commemorate the 10th Anniversary of the Weekly Handicap Snooker and the secretary wrote to former Trustees releasing them from their obligations due to incorporation and thanking them for their service. Once again the successful bowls night was won by the Association and the Club who had a membership of 238 were to close for Easter and Anzac Day.

The Club had a victory over Corio. Women guests were to be allowed into the Club including the Wine Room at any time during normal trading hours and as it was some years since the Royal Hobart Yacht Club had applied for reciprocal rights it was  decided not to pursue the matter. The Snooker Team was performing well. Elected New Members included David & Noel Coxall and Richard & Peter Ludbrook.

Mid year Reciprocal Rights were awarded to the Sturt Club, Adelaide and the Ballot Box from the Old Identities Association was restored. In August it was announced that a Prawn Night was to proceed the Calcutta. As costs were rising and the use of the Club was tapering off it was deemed by the Association to be in their interests to assist, which could be done by upgrading facilities to attract private functions. The following month Graeme Hewitt was to be asked to call tenders for the building of more double units and the Wine & Cheese Tasting was deemed to have been be most successful.

In October the death of S. Bracks was noted. A very successful Prawn Night and Calcutta was held, the Association held their Annual Dinner at the Hall and as the year closed Graeme Hewitt was to prepare plans for the units, one to the north, and one to the south, both to include carports.

The Club announced in early 1987 that two snooker teams were to be entered in the Ballarat Competition and in early March the Association and Club annual bowling duel resulted in a convincing win to the Club who had not been successful for some years. The football tipping competition was to be organized, the Wine Tasting was a very successful evening and reciprocal rights were to be sought with the Mildura Working Mans Club. At the Association the tender of F & J Ludbrook was accepted for the new units to be completed within twenty weeks under Graeme Hewitt’s supervision.

******

Mid year Stephen Bracks was elected as a New Member. The Voluntary Bar Committee were to commence for a three month trial period on Tuesday and Wednesday nights to try and reduce the Club’s overheads. It was decreed that the Club Centenary Dinner was to held on the night of the Centenary – 21st November 1987. ???  A special ceremony was held at 11.30am on Sunday 21st June to celebrate the centenary of the laying of the foundation stones of the Mining Exchange, the Old Colonists’ and the Art Gallery, those stones being laid on the Jubilee of Queen Victoria’s reign. The Association President ???? name made special mention of the work of manager Norm McIlvena and his family which assured the success of the commemoration celebration, the whole event being branded an outstanding success.

****

The Corio Club visit was successful and victorious, a good night being had by all and the Pennant Snooker Team were premiers in Division 2, scoring 5:1. Spring saw a successful Games Night and permits applied for to conduct the Calcutta whilst it was recorded that the Club had gone from loss to profit. At the 99th Club AGM Gerald Jensen was elected President and A. McKinnon was elected as a Life Member in recognition off his 27 years of Membership. The Club had 135 paid up members. The Prawn Night and Calcutta had been successful and a Port Tasting was to be held. The Association Annual Dinner was held at the Hall in early November and the new units were completed before Christmas.

Reciprocal Rights with the Mildura Workingman’s Club were granted in early 1988 and the Association returned to their winning way against the Club at the annual Bowling Match. Both Prawn and Casino Nights were to be held and the Association were to fund an interest free loan to the Club to assist with their Centenary Celebrations. Mid year members were happy with the painting and new lighting in the Wine Room and the Snooker Team returned from Corio with the Tulloch Trophy.  The Snooker Team were also runners up in the local competition and Peter O’Donnell was elected as a New Member.Weston Bate was the guest speaker at the Club Centenary Dinner.

The subscription to the Melbourne ‘Age’ was cancelled in early 1989 and football tipping was to again be held. It was decided that the new cottages would be known as the Buchanan Cottages, whilst Cr Robert Buchanan in whose honour they were named resigned mid year and became a Life Member. He was thanked for his many years of service, particularly with the cottages and cottagers.  Earlier in the year the non attendance of members at the Club was thought to be related to the drink/driving concerns and the Games Night was cancelled for want of patronage. The result of an Extraordinary Committee  Meeting in May was the proposal to advertise the existence of the Club to selected organizations due to the concern that nominations for membership had slowed so drastically. The Snooker team were on top of the ladder, and at the Hall the three billiard tables required restoration. Stephen Elder MP was elected as a New Member, a Prawn Night was to be held in late June and a Cocktail Dinner Dance with a spit roast and the Wombats Band was to be held in August. The Tulloch Trophy was lost to Corio.

In September David Fawell was welcomed to Council. The Association Annual Dinner was to be held as usual in November as was the Club Committee Dinner, with the usual Melbourne Cup Calcutta to be undertaken. By December only 117 Club subscriptions had been received.

In early 1990 the painting of the Billiard Room was completed and it was proposed to hold a Founders Day in June to which ex members were to be invited and a Sub Committee of Councillors Melville Charles, John Crocker and Les Drury was formed to investigate the proposal. In April the death of ex Councillor  Colin (Mac) Fraser was announced. The Club held a very successful Prawn Night and Corio retained the Tulloch Trophy.  A Games Night which produced a large net profit was held at the end of May. Gordon Cornell was invited to join the Committee.

The Alexandria were to cater for Foundation Day, Sunday the 24th June. In August Tom Evans took out Life Membership of the Association  and painting and stain work was undertaken  at the Lydiard Street premises. The Association agreed to pay half the cost of printing the Club brochure whilst socially the Club were to have their Annual Dinner Meeting in Late October with the Association Annual Dinner set for early November. The Club had only marginally over 100 members.

The Shire of Ballarat quoted for two speed humps in Chas Anderson Grove in February 1991 with the work to proceed whilst Bob Whitehead advised re eucalypts for the area. Councillor Peter Etchells was thanked for his good work particularly  with respect to Chas Anderson Grove upon his resignation from Council and the death of Life Member Bill Selkirk was announced. In May the Hall was opened for National Trust purposes, Gary English was welcomed on his return to Council and Peter Tobin was to be guest  speaker for Founders Day in June.

At the Club the Prawn Night was successful and the Club was to conduct the Alf Nicholson Memorial Snooker competition on similar lines to previous years. A successful visit to Ballarat  was undertaken by the Bendigo Group. Lithographs were hung in the Reading Room and the Corio  visit was arranged. Mid year the Association were arranging the purchase of a block of units at 613 Ascot Street, South, Ballarat, being the first time in their long history that they had purchased property in their own right. There were now 30 Life Members of the Association.

In October it was noted that the Club had made a sizeable loss for the year due to a decrease in subscriptions, declining bar profits and increased wages, and by December only 83 subscriptions had been paid.  As the end of the year approached it was announced that the Ascot Street units were to be named the Lancelot W. Wilson units and  Norm McIlvena was to retire on December 20, having well over thirty years of service including the last twelve as manager. Because of circumstances the Club were to cut out casual labour and to delete Saturday trading and the Association agreed to assist the Club, remembering that many years previously the Club had assisted the Association when they were in difficulty.

The year 1992 saw the Club conducting their football tipping competition, organizing a fund raising Trivia Night, a Prawn Night and a Games Night whilst at the end of May an Extraordinary Meeting was held re the financial position of the Club and the urgent need for a contribution of cash. Lloyd Jenkins was to be the guest speaker for Founders Day in June, the month it was announced that the Club was to close on Tuesdays and open on Saturdays 1-6pm. The usual Calcutta and Prawn Night was to be undertaken as well as a Dinner Dance in September. Nearing the end of the year Saturday Club trading was to cease and at their AGM a Special Resolution was passed that Social Membership was to be formed with the number of Social Members not to exceed 40 per cent of total membership of the Club. The Association were to assist the Club by improving catering facilities.

The Club were to again undertake Football Tipping, Prawn Nights and Trivia Nights in 1993 and Reciprocal Rights were undertaken with the Wangaratta Club. In February the Association announced the passing of Life Governor Bob Buchanan who was described as the ‘highly esteemed elder statesmen of our organisation’. Founders Day was to again be held in June and Bob Whitehead was to be consulted re shrubs for the median strip at Charles Anderson Grove. In August the Club offered invitations for snooker to both the Ballarat and Corio Clubs and the Association were to be invited to their Annual Dinner Meeting. There was a concern that the impending arrival of poker machines may impact badly on the Club whilst security doors were to be fitted to the cottages at The Homes. 

Owing to ill health some of the elderly folk were unable to attend the annual  Christmas treat at the Homes and so it was not held, their presents being personally delivered.

As the result of a Special Meeting in May David Ludbrook was to be employed as Promotions Officer. At the Club no mobile phones were to be permitted in the Wine Room and the Prawn Night returned a good profit. Any previous member rejoining the Club was to automatically regain membership on payment of the appropriate subscription and the Club were to accept the Association’s offer of the temporary appointment of a Promotions Consultant. The Club were again to undertake the Quarterly Members Dinner in August and in November the Calcutta and Prawn Night, and the Cocktail Party in December whilst the The Legacy of Eureka 140th Celebration requested to use the Club premises for drinks. At the Association Councillor English resigned as he was relocating to Queensland and was subsequently replaced by James Coventry.

In March 95 the Association decreed that it would not discriminate membership on gender basis and at the Club the ladies were to be invited to the next Prawn Night. The following month Naomi Allen and Joanne Simpson were elected as Social Members. The Club were running their football tipping together with Wine & Cheese and Prawn Nights and Gerald Jenzen was to Chair a new Sub Committee, the Old Colonists Membership Committee. In May the Club committee were invited to the Association Meeting to discuss the present financial difficulties caused by falling membership  and poor attendance resulting in diminishing income. As a result the Association were to make a loan to the Club, the financial assistance was to assist the Club with the cleaning of the Hall, maintenance and heating etc.  At a Special Meeting in July it was agreed that assistance was to be offered to the Club for 3 years, the Club agreeing to supervise the maintenance of the interior of the Hall and to act as Caretaker. David Ludbrook to be employed part time as Secretary / Manager.

Mid year the Old colonists A team were defeated by the Ballarat Bowling Club 5-7, the Club failed to regain the Tulloch Trophy and Naomi Allen and Joanne Simpson were elected as Full Members and not Social Members. In August David Ludbrook began duties and the Club agreed that if a current financial member introduced four new members during a one year period his following years membership would be at no charge. Basil Bowman was repairing the verandah floor, Paul Williams joined the Committee and in December John Harley became the Bar Manager at the Club.

In January 1996 the Club had only 54 financial members. A Banquet on the Balcony Prawn Night was held in February, two full snooker teams were proposed and the last Friday of the month was to be the welcome night for new members. Reciprocal Rights were to be entered into with the Exchange Club, Indonesia and the Ballarat Turf Club  whilst John Harley suggested that the female membership be increased. Mid year the painting of the Hall was nearing completion and the coat of arms on the façade was now more prominent, the annual Founders Day was held and the Club Christmas in July function was described as a very pleasant occasion. Later in the year Anne Beggs Sunter was elected as a New Member.

The announcement of the death of Life Member Herb Godbehear ushered in 1997. Mary Batten and Lorraine Wright were elected as New Members  and the Association noted that they had 33 units, 27 at Charles Anderson Grove  and 6 Ascot Street, South. The death of ex Club President Keith Doyle was recorded in May, the football tipping was underway and the 1896 Club Snooker Trophy which had recently been returned to the Club by a descendant of the winner was placed on display in the Wine Room. Founders Day and the usual Annual Dinners were held, and yet another death, that of ex Councillor Les McBain  was announced in October. As the year ended Albert Jaime Grassby and Edward Gough Whitlam were cited as members for election.

The female membership increased as Margaret Rich and Lynette Hocking were elected New Members in January 98 as was Robyn Mason the following month, whilst March saw the election of Gerda Faustini and Belinda Jakiel. The Association versus Club Bowls Match was undertaken and the Association Council had their photograph taken. Cr Les Drury agreed to address the Club’s Christmas in July function whilst ex Ballarat Town Clerk Ian Smith was the Guest Speaker for Founders Day. Norm McIlvena was to be invited to the dinners as a guest of the Association Mid year saw the resignation of Dr Morton who was awarded Life Governorship as was Councillor Frank Peebles. David Morton had been the Hon. Medical Officer since 1960 and was replaced by Dr David Brumley who was appointed as the new Medical Officer.

At the 110th Club AGM in November when Stephen Carter was elected President Club Life Membership was awarded to Frank Peebles, John Crocker and Jim Coventry. In December the Club had 165 paid memberships and they were to purchase fifty each of the burgundy/blue and green/blue Club ties which included the Eureka flag impressed into the blue stripe. The annual Christmas Party at Charles Anderson Grove was set for Monday the 14th December and a letter was to be sent to the Association by the Club expressing their appreciation for the purchase of the piano, chairs, and the proposed repainting of the Hall.

In the last year of the twentieth century a presentation was made to John Harley on his retirement  and the Club arranged to hold a Jazz Night in early May. The Christmas in July function was set for Sunday 25th July and it was decided that a donation from the proceeds would be made to the Ballarat Childrens Home. The regular football tipping contest and the Calcutta were being conducted and the Club decided to have Anniversary Presentations for Members consisting of a bottle of wine with a personalized label.

The New Millenium saw a Banquet on the Balcony function in February and the Club membership had climbed back to 234 by March. History was made at the Club when Mary Batten was elected as the first female member of the Committee, to be later joined by Eileen Anderson. Reciprocal Rights were entered into with Ballarat Royal Tennis Club and Peter Lalor, a name synonomous with Ballarat was elected as a New member. The Club announced that members with fifty or more consecutive years of membership would no longer be required to pay further annual subscriptions.

Advancing technology invaded the Hall with oldcolonists@hotmail.com 



