THURSDAY, MAY 21, 1959

Ghe Qribune

“Save the d;y from gloom™

CAMBERWELL POLL ON

SUNDAY SPORT

The Camberwell City Council has decided to hold a referendum con-

cerning the use of its reserves for sporting activities on Sundays. Voting is
by post and not obligatory. - ]

' This matter is a contentious question and
strong views are held on both sides. It is fair

to say,

at the outset, that no one holds Sunday

as sacred as the Catholic.

It is in a very special sense
God’s day, and we all realise our
obligation of His commandment,
which commands us to keep holy
His Sabbath.

. in order to emphasise its im-
portance, the Catholic Church in
her own precepts gives it pride
of place — number oné priority —
§to hear Mass on Sundays and
'Holy Days of Obligation.

 Often this is done at great per-
gonal  inconvenience, distance,
weather, health, work or business.
No (Catholic worthy of the name
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day of worship and joy in action.

Having reverently acknowledged
it as God’s day, having given Him
the first-fruits of the day in wor-
ship and adoration, Catholics feel
free to spend later hours of it in
innocent recreation and relaxa-
tion.

Provided such activities are not
sinful in themselves, they cannot
offend God or become sinful be-
cause they are enjoyed on a Sun-
day.

Noise a red
herring

If motoring, golfing, swimming,
hiking are approved, why frown
on activities more suited to
younger people — tennis, cricket,
football? Noise is only a red her-
ring, In themselves they are not
noisy games, and in reality do not
attract crowds large enough to be
embarrassing.

“Organised” is also another
bugbear in the minds of the die-
hards. What game is worth its
salt if it is not organised — even
carts and ludo require an oppon-
ent.

Today is the age of youth. We
can have healthy youth, or the
reverse — the bodgie and the wid-
gie. Here is a rvecent survey of
mischievous idleness:

BOX HILL. — Between 30 and
40 youths wandering aimlessly
near the station. Smaller groups
standing idly about.

BESSENDON. — More than 25
ETOUpSs, ranging from four to 10
m‘number, mainly loitering around
milk bars and shopping centres.

COBURG, — More than 100
youths in vicinity of Coburg Lake
and Sydney-rd, milk bars, Brawls
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not uncommon. A youth lost an
eye in an incident recently.

MULGRAVE. — Mobs are al-
ready a reality and violence hag
been used. i

SANDRINGHAM. — In newep
areas police have to move on mobg

This list is by no means ex-
haustive and presents only a small
sample of the actual facts.

L_.et's face it. We adults, in the
main, have our Sunday recreation,
We garden or golf or motor or
read. But what we do is of our
own cpoice, What right have we
to sit in judgment on the types of
.recreatlon our youth should en-
joy ?

Let lads have their inn
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where they can So easily be con-
trcgled,l if indeed they mneed it.
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Other organisations have been
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If every Catholic votes “Ves?
and makes certain of forwarding
the ballot paper in time—posted no
later than Sunday, May 31 — we
may save the day—from gloom.




