AY  AYand

o
=
®

o o . ’ Bronwyn Mohammed
2 (left), Trish Dolan and
- Debbie McFarlane all
i - spent time in the

Winlaton Youth Training
Centre. Photo: Luis Ascui

f Bianca Hall : inations. Those were oftenbrutal.  : almostpullingitoutof mysocket. |  It’sunderstood that Winlaton : file, she says, shows staff believed she
. Suzanne Knight, whowasat Win- : “Hewasnothing morethana i managementundertooksignificant : wasalesbian.

Thousands of Victoriangirlswere  : latonfrom 1969 t01973, said thegirls : butcher and seemedtoenjoyevery : reformsinthemid-"70sthatreduced : Manyofthe ex-wardshave ob-

forced toundergointernal examina- : nicknamed the doctor whodidthe  : minute ofit.” Whenshe gotbackto  : therate ofinternal examinations,but : tained theirrecords through

tions at the hands of state authorit-  : examinations “Smiley”, becausehe : Winlaton, her pants were coveredin : areportin TheAgein1979showed  : freedom-of-information laws, but

ies, the royal commissionintochild  : smirked throughout the procedure. blood. She was a virgin. . theywerestillconductedthen. The : none Fairfax spoke to had managed

abuse will be told. . “Oh,it wasterrible,” she said. “It's Debhie McFarlane and Bronwyn : Doctors Reform Society raisedfears : togettheir medical records. All
‘Women detained at Winlaton : like a smear test but it's worse when Mohammed said one doctor some- | Winlaton girls were being subjected : spoke of their suspicions drugs were

Youth Training Centreinthe1960s  : you're avirgin,becauseyou’renota : timesbrutallyassaultedgirlsduring : to“unnecessarygenital examina- : trialled on Winlaton girls.

and '70s are also set totellthe Royal : virgin whenyouleave.” i the internal examinations. . tions”, while alawyer said: “Tbelieve : A spokeswoman for the Depart-
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