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LORRECTION TO JANUARY—FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER

' Please note that the May meeting will be ‘neld on, the 13th
and not the 19th.‘ e < ; : i Y

Py

SECRETARY'S BEPORT L,

Eo

R i opy February mée%ing the hiétory teaﬁher from Burwood
Heights High' school sotight the' assistance bf this Sociéty for a humbér
of- his 'Highér' ' School Certifidateé 'students” Who ate. studying. Australian
History this year. Thesé students will be given the option of pre— -
paring papers on local history for the period 1914—%945, and Antefd
using the City of Nungwading foxr .thig' proaec%. e i

s T They will have’'a sheet of prepared questicne and’ &ould 1ike to
talk to members of the oommunity who have #ived ih this city for a_ long
‘period between" 1914-1945. ' As their "papers will represent oné third Lof
their possible exam result, in this subject, you‘aan appreciate thet aur
support is of the utmost impcrtance. ,;“ aie Rty LR e

If you ‘feel ‘that you can be of essistance, will yod please add
your namé to the list to be submitted to the school.
" RING Clyde Tilson (878—4086) ox any other office bedrer ' as Bhown ‘above.
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MARCH zem‘H il i 'BACK 0 BLAGIEBURN‘P - ;40 s 275 pom..

ranera el pért of tHe fBébk to Blackburn' Gelebrationd €ne Nuhéwading
Histobical Speiety will hold ‘an'sxhibitiok 'bf ‘Photographs and items of
genéral interest. in the pavilion at Mortoh*Park between 10 8.0 'and
5 pam. 'on Stthddy, March 29th. ‘. The exhibitk Havé to be prepared fand"
 Clyde or' Mau¥ie Chatwin would® be pleased to- hear when you, wduld, be
avallabl¥''to assist, Volintebrs are’®lso required od the day —\

£8:36°E6 90 HuML. £ bhaett up exhibits. -
10.00 to 5 p.m. - The area is 4 ‘large ohegenﬂ P es PRI engt e
e s oo ..least. three membérs would be needéd, on, duty-

_“throughotit thi® periocd. ' If: wé have. lots of names
. ...thén the work can bé évenly shared and’ others
S0P will have the opportunlty of engoying ﬁhe oth@r
{4 i S . | attradtions. .’ b -

5. bmi t6 6 pom. ~ To dismantle and’ pemk awéy exhibits Pt

WHAT TIME WILL YDU BE THERE??°??? &
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CORRECTIOW e JANUARY*FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER

j ‘_ Pleass note, that the May meeting will bé ‘held on ‘the 13th
: and not the 19th. Sl i 4 o "

SECRETARY'S mPOR.T l'_j'_‘;,'?‘,f’?[.”"

SR Al At ouy’ February: mée%ing the hiétory teaﬁher from Eurwood
Heights High School sought the'assistance bf this Sooiety. for a number
of- his Higher' School Cerﬁificéte students who_are. studying Audtralian
History this year. Thésé students will be given the option of pre— .
paring papers on local history for the period 1914—4945, snd intehd .
using tne City of Nunswading ! for hiB’ broaect.- ‘ ‘ A

AT They 'will have'a shéét of prepared questicné and ﬂoﬁld 11ke to
talk to members of the ¢OmMmunity who have ®ived in this city for A long
period between 1914—1945. ' As their papers will represent oné third of
their possible exam result, in this subject, ybu‘qan appreoiate that qur
support is-of the utmost 1mpurtance. Vord At Fa BT Th o dAnce

If you feel that you can be of assistance; will yod please add
your name to the list to be submitted to the school.
®RING Clyde Tilson (878~ 4086) or “any other office bedrer ' as Bhomﬁ above.
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NMRCH 29@H ]'BACK TO BLAGKBURN“'

satro: g ﬁﬁrtlof tﬁe"Bébk to Blaekburn' oelebrations £he’ Nuhéwading
Histokical Sbeiety will hdld 'am’ exhibltiOH bf ‘Photographs and itenls of
geneéral interest, in the pavilion at Mortok*Park between 10 g.m.! and "
5 p.m. 'on Siunday, Maroh 29th. ' The exhibits havé to be prepared) jand
“ Clydé or' Maurie Chatwin would* He pleased . o hear when you. wauld, be rol
availablé' to dssist. ” Vollinteérs are’*lsd. required orl the day —_ oy
8,30 0" 10 &.1. -~ T6 set up exhibitsd. -
©10.00 to 5 p.m. - The area is g “large ohEgand 1t 4s PEIY tnat At "
U hsma e« . least three membérs. would,K be needéd. on, duty -
‘ el i TpEotiBhoHE tHi A perlod._. £ Wé have 1bts of names
- thén the work chn bé éyenly shared and” others
‘will have the opportunity of enjoying, ﬁhe oth@r

:'10 a.l‘ﬂ. L s0d 5 me- .
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. To dismantle and" pack away exhibité ,
il 7 \"" A.'., "k*“[ 1

WHAT TIME WILL YOU BE . THEBE?????? 4 _'g*
This 1s to be a real family day. Games = Stalls - Afternoon Tea._, g
* sssss...A Steam Train running from Cémﬁerwell to Blaskburn and taking
petg}e from Blackburn further up the line for a ride to revive
many memories.
eesrses Cnbb & Co. Coach running between Morton Park and Blackburn Lake.
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.DATES .TQ. REMEMBER. - - ’ . : ' it | g pret]
*MARCH 11th — - Nunawadihig Historical Smolety - General Meeting - 8p,m.
Lt foo Mrdl. Lesléy Enterkin to spéak on "Teaoher Training in. .

‘ - the Thirties", ’ Tp e MR B e .

. Nunawading Histhioal_Society}m General Meeting — 8 p.m, -
“T:Mre-Ian Welckhardt -~ "Following the History Trail — -
”' ot (EQ-RO8E Town's opqyns M Ly

Tie)
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SATURDAY, APRIL 14th, 4981. o . -
T THEATRE PARTY MITCHAM REP. PRODUCTION OF, 'SHOCK'Y, A MYSTERY
GO b B T ines - TPHRITIER.
NUNAWADING HIGH SCHOOL THEATRE - $3.50 per ticket, available from
Phyllis Johnson (874-4745., TPlease book and pay for.your tickets:as
early as possible. e

B

LIONS DEN OP SHOP; BLACKBURN = MONDAY 8th TO SATURDAY 20th JUNB.
Please keep your discarded items till then as we need stock.totake when
.we start ou¥ tw6 weeks. Alsd need gwoluntegrs to man the shop, so keep
date free please,.. : :

-MEMORIES- OF -VERMONT ;- - ~-——"— - - e S e e = :
Sidney and Shirley came to Vermont in 1936 -from Brighton.: -

. They left a well settled suburban homé to build in the gquiet rural area
eof Vermont. Their new home was situated one blook from View Road on
Canterbury Road and made the fourth housé betweéen there and, the Mitcham
Road interseection. There were only two or three more houses in that
stretch to Heatherdzle Road:-While on the opposite side of Canterbury
Read St. Luke's Church of England stood on the cornerj;, then.the old

' wooden ex-mechanics hall that was used as a Scout's Hall; the Bakery
owned by the Wallis family and, two or three houses, with K the remaining
area to Heatherdale Road. béihz apple and pear’ orchards. :TLaurle and
Zerbie were tio names that éamé to mind. as.orchardists in.this area.

. Canterbury 'Road whs a tWo, lane road in a cutting between two steep—

«  sided’ banks, The.unmade traeks on.these. banks were used as service.
rnads t4 the houses set back amidst the gums, brooms and native wattles,
till prégress caught up %ith it 'about 41967.° To those Who lived along
.this. streteh af the road it was destruction of the first . order as Ffirst
wrne quthority and then anothgr came through and cut. down. those magnifi-
eent gumd, " It was like '&:8iréus.  One authority.would.lédve a patoh of

_ tre&s and végdtation and.work around it, oclean up.end move on.. Within

‘. days &nothér autherity would bé theréfdiggiﬁg'ﬁﬁ”é<complétély different
track of land. By thé time they'd all finished the only vegetation left

. .was_that on private property, It is hard to belleve that for many years
aftér 1936 the looal boys rode their bikés ‘and billycarts déwn.. . -
Canterbury Road and beéame -quité offénded when & .ear ventured onto: .
‘Mtheir road". oo R 3 ' ' S

. Charlie Pannam's store stood on the corner of Canterbury Road -

(site Af-the predent Shell .garage) and his name has been given to that
group f sheps that now stand immediately opposite, "Pannam's Corner®.
Charlie, as he was affectionately known, sold all the grooceries, hay :
and wern, firewood, briquettes, chook food and a host of other, items.
Here the lecal penple gathered to collect thelr mall, buy hewspapers, .

‘ and ‘to ‘jiist catch’ up on ‘the loval happenings. 'Many locals, whe had come

+ wever the YAugh and muday, roads, left thelr gumbdots and old sShoes at .
Charlie's storé, leaving 'on’ the bus with no sigh of their slipping and
sliding jeurney up the hill, **" .. = " " . R i T

J i it g J L3 AN uiisig 9.0 o B 1. B9 3 afla J . .

Do WPESTOMAK Bar, Frult Shop and Butther completed Vermont's

“ Etmpping €entre, while at' Rangeview (oalléd Half-Way) there was the

: ,grﬁtéf’ruﬁjﬁygtﬁe'Clarkagfamilyjand a butéher., Shirley remembers well
regeiving visits trom the' twb' grocers and butthérs seeking her oustom,
Orders were called for and®the goods’ delivéred, at no charge.~ This was.
still the systém when I camé to Vermont in 194§, contitulng into the -
early 1956's. How many reflember %hose small bags (or in your case was
it a twist of white, paper?),filled with boiled Iollies that-cemé with




Please keeprour discarded items till then as we need stock totaske when
.we sta;t_our_tw65Weeks. Al50 need gvoluntegrs to man the shop, so keep
date 'freée please.. ‘

‘MEMORIES- OF -VERMONT ;- - —~ ==~ - T e R o
- Sidney and Shirley came to Vermont, in 1936 from Brighton. -

. They left a well settled suburban home to build in 'the quiet rural area
of Vermont. Their new home was situated ope block from View Read on
Canterbury Road and made thé ‘fourth house between there and, the, Mitcham
Road interséection. There were only two or three more houses in that
stretech to Heatherdale Road. - While on the opposite side of Canterbury
Read St. Luke's Church of England stood on the corner;, then.the old. .
wooden ex-mechanics hall that was used as a Scout's Hall, the Bakery
owned by the Wallls famlly. and, two or three houses, with the remaining
area to Héatherdalé Road béing apple and pear’ orchards. :Taurie and.
Zerbie weré two names that camé to mind, as.orchardists in.this area.

; Cantérbury Road was a twp, lane road in a cutting between two steep-

« ,sided banks,. The unmadé traeks on.thesé banks were used as’ service.
rnads 'ta the houses set back amidst the gums, brooms and native wattles,
till prégress caught up %ith'it about 19673 To those whd lived along

_this.streteh af the road it was destruction of the first.order as first

wre Authority 'and then another came through and cut. down.thése magnifi-
eent gums,. It Wwas like a.éircéus.  One ‘authority.would .léave .a patch of
 treé&s and vegetation and. work sround .it, clean up.and move on.. Within
‘! days anothér suthority would be there disging up a .completely different
track of land. By thé time they'd all finished the only vegetation left
..was_that on private property. It is hard to.believe .that for many years
“"aftér 1936 the loodl boys-rode their bikés and billycarts down. . ...
Canterbury Road and bedéame -quité o6ffénded when & ear ventured onto:.
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. Charlie Pannam's store stood on the corner of Canterburvy Rond-
~ (site Af the present Shell .garage) and his name has been given to that
* group of sheps that now stand immediately opposite, FPannam's Corner",
Charlie, as he was affectionately knewn, sold all the groceries, hay
and wern, firewood, briquettes, chook food and a host' of pther:iﬁems.
Here the lscal people gathered to collect their mail, buy hewspapers,
‘ and ‘to ‘just catoh'up on the loocal happenings, 'Many locals, Wwhe had come
+ wever the ¥Augh and muddy, roads, left thelr gumbdots and old shoes at B
Charlie's stor&, leaving on' the. bus with no, sign of theit;siipp&hg,and
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The children attended Vermont State School to 8th grade and
those hoping to go on to further education had to sit for an entrance
exam either to Box Hill Boy's School or Camberwell Girl's School. It
was quite an achievement to get a place at ore of these schools and not
something that one could take as a normal progression at the end of
State School. i

Entertainment in the district centred around the home and the
church. Afternoon tea parties were popular with the ladies and visit-—
ing or entertaining on Sunday evenings, when family and friends would
sit around the open fire and talk or join together around the piano for
a sing—-song. Pictures were shown on Saturday evenings in the Memorial
Hall at Mitcham and on Saturday nights a special bus ran from Vermont
corner gt 7.40. It was always full to overflowing. There were church
concerts and socials and the Annual Fetes held by church and school
involved a great number of community members. The Parish Ball was a
must and the ladies of the parish excelled themselves with magnificent
suppers that are still remembered by those who attended.

The small wooden Church of St. Luke's was dedicated on Tuesday
3rd September 1907 by Archbishop Clarke in the presence of a large
~gathering of residents of the parish and surrounding districts. The
Church was designed by the Rev. A. B. Rowed, B.C.E. and had seating
accommodation for 120 persons. In 1920 the Rev. Thomas McKeon was
inducted Vicar of St. Luke's and under his leadership the Church went
from strength to strength. The Church building having been found

inadequate, an extension was added to the southern side in 1922, and |

the two additional gables that were added to the Church transformed

its appearance. This Church i1s now situated to the rear of the brick
Church built approximately 1960, and is in use for Sunday School and
other Church activities. Fellowing the death of Rev. MoKeon the pecple
of St. Luke's, ably led by Rev. A. Craig, built a parish hall named the
McKeon Hall, at a cost of £782. The existing vicarage was built on the
corner of Grove Street in 194C and the foundation of the Kindergarten
was laid in 1956. A government grant of £2,250 assisted with the
finance, the remainder of the cost of £5,500 being found in equal shares
by the Church and enthusiastic committee and niembers of St. Luke's Free
Kindergarten; the Church provided the land for the project. The build-
ing was substantially erected by volunteer labour. .

There was no. doctor in Vermont till early 1960's when Dr.
Corbett cameé to the area. Prior to this the district was served by
either Dr. Carter or Dr. Cochrane, both of whom had practices in Mitcham,
Each doctor worked on his own with a locum takling over when they took
that all tod rare break. They served the area of Mitcham, Vermont and
beyend 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Dr. Carter was particularly
remembered.  He was a family dootor in every sense of the word. He
always wore a smart white coat in his surgery and always saw his
patients to the front doarand on the way back welcomed his next patlent,
He had no receptionist, so if you rang the doctor, then you spoke to
him. It was a great loss to the community when this man died at work.
0f course, going to the doctor was a rare occurrence and only for real
emergencies or continuing illness. The local chemist was consulted and
nffered advice for the common illnesses and made up simple medicines,
Patent medicines were few. Then there were the tried and trusted home
remedies passed on from mother to daughter. Things like the hot bread
poultice used to draw out a deep set splinter or the like. Salt heated
in an o0ld woollen sock and held to the face to ease the pain of tooth-
ache. Carb-soda and lemon used for any type of indigestion. How many
such remedies are still in use in your family?

Over the period 1950-1960 the character of Vermont graduzlly
changed as many orcharists sold their properties for sub-division into
housing blocks and homes began to spring up like mushrooms. Even sub-
divisions were different, for then there were no regulations relating
to the making of roads and footpaths. Roads were formed, drainage from
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Hall at Mitcham and on Saturday nights a special bus ran from Vermont
corner gt 7.40. It was always full to overflowing. There were church
concerts and socials and the Annual Fetes held by church and school
involved a great number of community members. The Parish Ball was a
must and the ladies of the parish excelled themselves with magnificent
suppers that are still remembered by those who attended.

The small wooden Church of St. Luke'!s was dedicated on Tuesday
3rd September 1907 by Archbishop Clarke in the presence of a large
~gathering of residents of the parish and surrounding districts. The
Church was designed by the Rev. A. B, Rowed, B.C.E. and had seating
accommodation for 120 persons. In 1920 the Rev. Thomas McKeon was
inducted Vicar of St. Luke's and under his leadership the Church went
from strength to strength. The Church building having been found -
inadequate, an extension was added to the southern side in 1922, and
the two additional gables that were added to the Church transformed
its appearance. This Church is now situated to the rear of the brick
Church built approximately 1960, and 1s in use for Sunday School and
other Church activities. Fellowing the death of Rev, McKeon the pecple
of St. Luke's, ably led by Rev. A. Craig, built a parish hall named the
McKeon Hall, at a cost of £782. The exlsting vicavage was built on the
corner of Grove Street in 194C and the foundation of the Kindergarten
was laid in 1956. A government grant of £2,250 assisted with the
finance, the remainder of the cost of £5,500 being found in equal shares
by the Church and enthusiastic committee and members of St. Luke's Free
Kindergarten; the Church provided the land for the project. The build-
ing was substantially erected by volunteer labour. y

There was no doctor in Vermont till early 1960's when Dr.
Corbett came to the area. Prior to this the district was served by
elther Dr. Carter or Dr. Cochrane, both of whom had practices in Mitcham,
Each doctor worked on his own with a locun taking over when they took
that all too rare break. They served the area of Mitcham, Vermont and
beyeand 24 hours.a day, 7 days a week. Dr. Carter was particularly
remembered. He was a family dootor in every sense of the word. He
always wore a smart white coat in his surgery and always saw his
patients to the front doarand on the way back welcomed his next patient,
He had no receptionist, so if you rang the doctor, then you spoke to
him., It was a great loss to the community when this man died at work.
0f course, going to the doctor was a rare occurrence and only for real
emergencles or continuing illness., The local chemist was consulted and
‘nffered advice for the common 1llnesses and made up simple medicines,
Patent medicines  were few. Then there were the tried and trusted home
remedlies passed on from mother to daughter. Things like the hot bread
poultice used to draw out a deep set splinter or the like. Salt heated
in an old woollen sock and held to the face to ease the pain of tooth—
ache. Carb-soda and lemon used for any type of indigestion. How many
such remedies are still in use in your family?

Over the period 1950-1960 the character of Vermont gradually
changed as many orcharists sold their properties for sub-division into
housing blocks and homes began to spring up like mushrooms. BEven sub—
divisions were different, for then there were no regulations relating
to the making of roads and footpaths. Roads were formed, drainage from
many blocks ran out into the street, and neighbours in those new areas
often held working bees to fill potholes, clear drains and so make the
long wait for proper roads more bearable. ILand prices soared and many
a story was told of land available, prior to the war, for £15 per block,
that brought thousands after the war. With so many new people taking up
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resfdénce the character of Vermont changed. No lcnger was. it a small
village where everyone knew ereryone else. Progress had caught up. ‘with
:it and Vermont became just another suburb - well almofts A T

: Tc those Who: had lived here fcr many years it will always be

a place apart. Perhaps that sign that once stood neatr the drossroad of
Canterbury and Mitcham Rcads should be replaced. It read —’

' "rHIs 18 VERMONT. ‘ toei

=;: NOW YOU HAVE SEEN IT TELL YOUR FRIENDS.'

oy

' This is a piece of Sccial History.' It must be remembered tha,
a’ Sccial History is about events as seen. by 6né person, or:6 group of
peoplé. rAn Histbrian on the other. hand will résearch a story from all
available sources and- put together the- facts froém his. findings..

R

T It would give me" great pleasure, ‘md Ifm sure” cther readers
would be interested in hearing similar. stories from other sections of
this city. Why not’ write some memOries to be included in the next

f‘Neweletter. 4B ntadnd . - o ot S L]
- o Fon it b wdlins 1L etekd L
FUR THOSE WHO ARE TRACING THEIR FAMILY TREE OR THOSE WHO WOULD: LIKE
T0 KNOW WHERE T0 START. o - Lo R L e \

SOURCES: -OF -INFORMATION sict i€ i 1y 50 o il "”'(""f";f'
I TRAR Queen otreety: Melbourne (fcr Victorians) -
’Certificates of Birtha, Deaths and Marriages.

IATROBE LIBRARY it ;
. - postal Directcries a
‘»Some Electoral Rolls , A
1iTists of Teachers ino Parliamentary Pa
;vLists cf Civil Service ‘in Blue, Bccks fusually in Parliamentar
J ; Papersb
: Reference in local histcries, unpublished manuscripts, 8to..:
o _‘“Cdvernment Gazettes‘“ N piee i “‘AL,,¢Q
PUBLIC RECORDS OPFICE, Cherry Lane, North Lavertcn, or its reading A
_ roomy 1 {ittle Collins Street Melbourne.
‘*,f 'Ship'"s Passerger Lists e =
x| L:Probate Reglsters and Copies of Wills _
£ Lands Dept. — Plansy reports of, land sales, selectors files,
au Lease and;Licence. Registers.,
; 4?'Eduoaticn Dept» = TListsg of prcspective pupils for new Schocla
o 7 4in-sohool Yuilding files. o
fown Law — Inguests and. Criminal Cases, aléo civil legai:?;;ﬁ.
" actions, insolvenciess . - . e
j #Bltie’ Books — List - of:Civil Servants . ., e
ke flﬁDepartmental Correspondence . ... i a: S ook it o
o ‘“A&missicns to the Bari wo e B '.4 ot L

"GENEALOGICAL sccrarr, 98 Elizabeth Street Melbourne . !
AL as copies of material listed: abOVe, plua private reccrﬁs.‘

- ,-'._f..\




