NUNAWADING

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Dear Members,

Our third meeting of 1983 but our first for the year at
the Civic Centre & a return after several years to the cosy atmosph-
ere of the Coffee Shop was well attended.

Our speaker Mr. Jack Mclean gave a great talk on the
history of the Melb.-Hawthorn-Box Hill-Ringwood & beyond railway.
Jack's knowledge of the signal track systems of rallways gave us an
insight into the development of the eastern railway from a single line
with almost no safety devices to the 3 track automatic signal line of
the present day. The increase in traffic on the line over the past
100 years from a few trains per day to the busy commuter service, the
needs of the goods traffic & the building & re-building of stations,
sidings & crossings were well illustrated by Jack's collsction of
time-tables, plans & photographs.

Mr, Keith Rooney, a new N.H.S5. member is researching the
history of Blackburn North with the intention of eventual publication
& has collescted considerable material already,which he has loaned to
the Society for the perusal of our archivist Keith Patterson.
kr Rooney would be interested to hear from anyone who has photographs
or other material, either family or business on the Blackburn Nth. srea,
he can be contacted at his home 18 Sussex St. Blackburn Nth. ph.878277 .
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The Nunawading Council has set up .several plaques at
Schwerkolt Cottage, one giving the history of the Cottage & area, the
other to honour Mrs Jean Field & the late Mrs Pat Faggetter for their
untiring efforts & dedication regarding the restoration & mainten-
ance of the Cottage & gardens. The Cottage Committee of Management
has been asked by the Council to take part in the organization of the
Dedication on SUN., 15th May & to arrange a guest list & afternoon tea
for the invited guests. The Nunawading Historical Society has been
invited as a group to attend & also to provide some of the food for
afternoon tea. Could sll members intending to come along please bring
a_plate. A Girl Guide group will prepare & serve the tzas,

As part of the Dedication the Council's 'Free Entertain-
ment in the Parks' programe will present a emall lusical Recital at
the completion of the unveiling, Unveiling Usoremony begina at 1.30pm,
the Music Recital at 2pm. Afternoon tea will be served immediately

after the unveiling.
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DATES TO RIMEMBER Piease write them intoc your diary now.
Wed. 11th May Nunawading Hist. Scty. keeting at the home of MNiss
7.45pm. Chris Otterbach 15 Heather Grv. Nunawading.

Sun. 15th May Dedication of Plague at Schwerkolt Cottage inc.
T.30pm. F.E.I.P, Music Recital, Please bring a plate.

Wed. 8th. June Nunaweding Hist. Scty. Meeting at the Coffee Shop
7 «l5pm, Civic Centre Nunawsding. Speskers will be MNrs

vwiendy Harrison A painting trir to Chirs, and
¥rs Barbazra Rogalski A painting trip tc Burra S.A.
-
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HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF. by Val Fitcher.

Recently I was going through some old momentos
& came across the very last issue of the "Argus" newspaper (Sat.19th
Jan. 1957); I was interested to see the way history has just repeated
itself. There was a news item which read "Last night gangs of rural
firefighters assisted by volunteers were still fighting a fire that had
burned large patches of scrub & grazing land along the o0ld Narrewarren
& Beaconsfield Rds, for a distance of more than four miles. The women-
folk of Emerzald worked overtime preparing sandwiches & tea for the weary
men. It was suspected that the fires had been deliberately lit."

A little bit of trivia from the same issue.....
you could rent a 2 ~ 3 bedroom house in the easstern suburbs for between
£141.0.0. & £12.12.0. per week, A senior male clerk's position was
advertized at a salary of £20.0.0 per week; a clerk-typist £14.,10.0.!
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TATTSLOTTO, BINGO etc. ARE NOTHING NZW!: by Jean Webster.

Jean came across this early reference to Lotter-
ies whilst looking through old newspapers on a recent visit to England.
"The Origin of Lotteries in England.

The first lottery we meet with was drawn AD 1569,
It consisted of LO.00O lots of 10 shillings each lot, the prizes were
plate, & the profits were to go to repairing the 'havens of the kingdom.
It was drawn at the west door of St., Pauls' Cathedral. The drawing began
on the 11th Jan 1569 & continued incessantly drawing day & night till
6th May following. There were then only 3 lottery offices in London."

Copied from : "English Courier" Friday 9th Jan, 1795.

(Imagine how I felt sitting in the library in Cheltenham, Gloucestshire,
England & being able to handle papers even earlier than this.)
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MY SCHOOLDAYS by Joan Raczniok,

Memories of my first school in Streatham (S.W. London) are
few - I cannot recall learning anything there. As my mother had been a
teacher. I suspect I learned to read "naturally" before I went to school.
I cannot remember lesrning to write & I was drilled in spelling at int-
ervals by my father with such efforts of dictation as:"It is difficult
to witness the unparalleled embarrassment of a harassed pedlar gauging
the symmetry of a peeled pear". It was fun to surprise him by getting
them right!

The local council school was large, black & forbidding - 55 years
later it had not changed. The middle of the second floor wag sn sssen-—
bly hall, precsided over by the headmistress whose huge desck wag on a
dais on the window side. Pupils summcned to her precfence nhad to cross
what seemed like & football field tc front up to "kMadem". (I heard later
that she insisted on this title because, poor lsdy, her husband's name
was "Silley"). We sat in double desks with the ususl sunken ink wells,
but my pet hate was having tc draw on greyicsh paper with black charcoal,
Presumably I did not like getting my hands grubby - I was zlso a target
for some of the tougher boys of the area becsause they could smell my
scented soap!

When I was 8 or 9 my father lost his job (a telegram came while
we were on holiday) & after 6 months we moved to Rugby, where he wase
to manage & printing works. It was several wesks before my mother found
a school which she ?and I) liked., In the meantime, she drilled me in
arithmetic, geography & Palgresve's Golden Tressure. ("I come from haunts
of coot & hern"- Tennyson - rubbed off). Ny next school wse the junior
cection of, I believe, a C.of E. schocl. It was in a big, old house,
surrounded by trees, shrubs & flower beds; there was & huge lawn on
which we once presented an enactment of "The Kirg's Breakfsst" ("I do
like a 1little bit of butter on my bread"),

The senicr secticn of the school vas in a tall house nearby, but

-
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"STRATHDON" by Marjory Matheson Miller,

(Since the article by Flora Forbes on the founding of Strathdon Commun-
ity Hostel & Unit Accommodation & Nursing Home appeared in the N.H.S.
Afug.-Sept. '82 Newsletter several people asked for more information on
Captain Mathescn & the "Strathdon". His daughter Marjory lMathesonMiller
has written this account which will be of interest to N.H.S. members &
will also add to the historiceal archives of Nunawading; thank you to
lire Marjory Matheson Miller.)

Captain Charles Matheson, an Englishman with a Scottish name.
chose an Austrslian bride, left the sea, and, in 1914, settled on an
orchard in Tunstall, now known as Nunswsding. His grest love of the
ship in which he served his apprenticeship reflects itself in the neme
"Strathdon" he chose for his property.

The "Strathdon", when launched in Sept. 1885, then called
"Queen's Island", wes the largest three masted barque in the world.

Her builders, Messrs. Harland & Wolff of Belfast, experimented with a
new rig., Vessels are known by their rig. Technically a ship is a
veesel with three masts all supporting square rigged sails. A three
mast barque carried squere sails on the fore & main masts, & fore & &t
sgils, like a yacht, on the mizen mest. Surprisingly, this move to re-
duce canvas & save manpower often worked quite well. The vescel became
easier to handle,

"Strathdon" registered 2038 net tons, measured 282 feet 8 ins.
in length, LO feet 6 ins. in bresdth, with a depth of 23 feet 6 ins.
Overall her carrying capacity equalled 3250 tons. Aft, her 58 feet long
poop raised above the main dsck housed the officers & served as the

ship's nerve centre. Forward, a top gallant fo'c'sle of 32 feet gave
the crew ample room to operate & store the anchor, & work the ship.

A contemporary writer called her a "very handsome vessel"., Steel built
% truly "ship shape", every detail displaysd beautiful finish. Her
great length meant a noticesble drift betwsen her masts when viewed
nraadside, With less canvas than some of her contempories, speed was
not her greatest attribute, but she boasted other qualities,

In 1890, after 5 years afloat, Messrs. George Thompson & Co. (the
famous Aberdeen White Star Line), owners of th: renownsd clipper "Ther-
mopylae", bought the barque, renamed her "Strathdon", & put her into the
Sydney trade., Sydney-siders admired her majestic bearing & good looks.
She served Australia regularly with much needed general cargoes on the
outward passage & returned with wool to ZIngland, a csrgo which was st-
owed incredibly tightly in her capacious hold loaded through hatches,

One claim to fame is her encounter, after rounding the Horn, with
a tremendous ice field drifting in the Southern Atlantic Ocean in May
1892. The tip of the ice reached 1000 feet, & the frail barque dodged
icebergs for three days. This experience, so much dresded by all sea-
farers who approached Cape "Stiff", gives "Strathdon" & place in naut-
ical history.

The young Matheson, son & namesake of Captain Charles of the re-
cord breaking "Thermopylae", joined "Strathdon” as an apprentice in
Sept. 1896, the year of her first visgit to helbourne. She then sailed
to Newcastle to load wool & complete her voyage, and incidentlly give
the young apprentice his baptism of Cape Horn breaskers. Under her well
respected Captain W. Phillip, katheson was fortunate to receive training
in navigation & community living, which made "Strathdon's" apprentices
& crew privileged people in seafearing circles,

The year 1905 marked the sale of "Strathdon" to the French, who
nzmed her "Gers". She was recordsd as one of & small band of sailing
chips still afloat during the war. In Feb, 1924, her sale to Holland
mwarked the end of a veliant career for herself & the men who sailad her.

The Community of "Strathdon", Forest Hill, named in her honour,
carries on the traditions she stood for which so impressed a sailor lad
of 1L} years, The Uniting Church has chosen to include & ship in its
badge to etress its ongoing mission into the future. A besutiful barque
gives its benediction. .
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before I "went up" a new school was being built, with 2 gquadrangles &
an assembly hall/gymnssium in between., It was the Arnold High School
for Girls (remenber - this was Rugby). I regretted that when it was
later taken over by the Local Education Authority it became the "Rugby
High School". Open air corridors were an innovation on the upper floor.
They were shielded by tarpaulins in wet, windy weather.

I was quickly introduced to French & Latin, to continue for 6 years,
with an experimental class in German in Form V1. A highlight was an
annual visit of a French lady who tcld us feairy stories in French with
the 2id of slides! The problems of Mathematics & Science were only
pertially unravelled for me, but the wonders of languages, histcry &
English literature were given s besie for lifelong enjoyment.

Both academic & sporting prowess were recognised in the rivalry
between the L4 school houses - Atholl, Nightirgsle, Bronte & Cavell.

The L noticeboards, flanked by the covertsd cups & chields, were on the
walls of the assembly hall. Each londay, the hesdmistress read a list of
merits & demerits scored by houses for good or bad marks awarded to
pupils, tc our honour or shame. Doubtless the trauma of shame would be
frowned upon today, but acknowledgement of success in study &s well as
in sport still seems tc me tc be reascnable.

On Specch Days we all wore white dresses & gloves; we were suit-
2bly impressed by the array of governors on the platferm. We noticed
that when stsrting to resd her report wzs the only time the headmistress
ever seemed a little nervous, A great event wae when a founder govern-
or, the Dutchess of Athcll, came to open the new school officially.

The headmistress, hiss Glenday, was a clergyman's daughter; she
conducted daily morning preyers & has always been my ideal of dignity &
quiet voiced suthority. She left us to go to Clifton High School, Bristol
& was & President of the Ascsociation of Headmistresses. I recently found
in Nunawading library a book asbout the histery of this association;
it was called "Reluctant Revclutionsries" & Mies Glenday wes joint au-
thor of this story of their fight for a good general education for girls,
I now suspect that I was one of the more fortunste girls receiving sec-
ondary education in the late 1920's & early 1930's,
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TZLLING QUR STORY b

Joan Raczniok's account of her schocl days is most
interesting especially in view of the current course being conducted
at the Avenue Neighborhood House corner Blsckburn Rd. & The Avenue,
Blackburn every Tussday between 1pm & 3pm. Called "Telling Our Story"
this open ended courese of oral history is being conducted by historian
Majorie Theobsld who invites anyone interested in recounting & talking
about their school days to come along. Contsct 878 8056 for datails,
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The Nunawzsding Historical Society Newsletter is edited by Shirley
Jones 2 Delhi St. Mitcham Vie. 3132 ph. 87.7073. Published every

2nd month. Pre?ared for posting by Vel Fitcher, Prirted by CopyCat
Frintirg White's Shopping Centire Mitcham Rd. Mitcham.

Registered Dby Australis Post for transmission by post as reg. public-
ation. VBH 1468.

PRESIDaNT Mr. Keith Patterson 878 3162
SECRATARY  Nrs Doris hattingley 878 LE30
TREASURER ¥rs Shirley Basrker 14 Teortice Av, Nunawading V. 313
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