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MOVING The new year will see a change of domicile for your Editor
Shirley Jones who is moving to Croydon; also our Past President & Life
Member Keith Patterson & Mrs Patterson are leaving Blackburn after many
years to live at Bayswater. Keith recalls his schooling in the following
article which is part of our series of "Members Memories of School Days",

My School Memories

I began school in 1913 in a small three roomed, three
teacher Mallee school at Beulah, My mother's father had been one of the
district pioneers & my father, also of pioneer stock, had, as a young man,
come to manage the boot department of the local general store,

Each school room had two or three grades & there were
about 120 pupils, equally divided between town and farm children. One
teacher coped more or less with each room & we progressed steadily from
one class to another,

In 1917 we came to Box Hill where my father had bought
a small business; my new school at Box Hill was on the site now occupied
by the Whitehorse College, it was a big change from the smaller country
school, being rather shy I found it difficult to adapt at first,

In 1919 a very solemn man (probably the Dist. Inspector)
talked to those of us in the 6th grade saying the Government was concerned
about the number of men lost in WWi and to make up for their loss intended
choosing a number of us for higher education; those chosen would sttend a
new Higher Elementary School as a stepping stone to a better education.

At that time High Schools were very rare and anyone wishing for secondary
education usually had to attend one of the big public schools,

I have no idea whether I was regarded as a good prospect
or nominated by someone, but I was one of the first at Mont Albert Higher
Elementary School, which drew pupils from several miles around, In sport
I was hopeless, but in every examination I was well up in the top half of
the class & the following year I was nominated for a Public School scholar-
ship, however almost a year of ill health kept me away from school most
of the time.

In 1923 the Baptist Church opened Carey Baptist Grammer
Schocl & as we were a strongly Baptist family I was one of the first en-
rolled. Looking at the 67 foundation pupils on the first day I realised
I was one of the biggest & oldest; I thought'" I am going to be something
in this school"; I became one of the first prefects and second school
captain, member of most sports teams, mostly because I was an honest trier,
but I did have some moments of glory. Academically progress was satisfact=
ory, I passed in succession Intermediate, Leaving, then Leaving Honours
(equal to Uni. matriculation).

After completing my education at Carey I began working,
however after 5 years I was retrenched so decided I would be better qual-
ified with a few years at University., I studied Economics and History and
found History much to my liking; I completed my B.A. degree which opened
the door to a wider choice of positions in the work force.

Keith Patterson,
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1788 - 1988 BICENTENNIAL HERITAGE PROGRAMME

Historic Sites This programme will identify, research or preserve sites of
significance, buildings, industrial sites & structures & historiec land-
scapes. The project will provide plaques or cairns to mark sites or relate
their history, as well as funding conservation & information projects to
assist in their preservation,
Historic Tracks Programme to encourage groups to develop tracks that follow
routes taken by Aboriginal Australians, explorers, early settlers & stock-
men, Walks through townships that identify buildings, statues, fountains &
sites of hist. interest will be developed along with regional historic tra-
cks that link Bicentennial 'Historic Sites' around a number of towns,
Assistance will be given for research, identification, signposts etc. ete.
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