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SYLLABUS FOR 1974
Tae Syllabus for 1974 is as follows -

February 13 Mrs. Salmon Wreck of the Loch Axd.

March i3 Mr. V. McNaughton Tree Preservation Society,

April i0 Mrs. B, Osborne Story of Zacchus Marzh.

May 8 Cr. J. Wwillis Early Nunawading.

" June 42 Mr. Alan West National Museum.

July 10 The Mayor (Cr. N. Webster)

August 14 School!s Night Dr. Watersun. Monash University.
Rural Irdustry and Regional
Develcpnment.

Septewber 11 Work Night

Octchber S Annual Meeting Mrs., Pullen

Novembear 13 Mr. K. Patterson Japan,

DISE LRY_’_%

Displays of documents maps and pictures were sct up at the Verment

Flower Show in October and in a Chemist's shop in Mitcham during the

Christmas period.

EIGHT ANNUAL REPORT CCTCRER 1972

This year concludes with the Society having been involved in
variety of activities and interests in their endeavours to extan
knowledge of Australian History in our locality. '

MEMBERSHIP: The Society has a membership of
15 adult and in addition we have 2 Newslettsrs only subscriptions.
hhave had an average attendance of i2 members cver 8 meetings, and would
like to see a greater rembership involved in the 1ife of the Sociszsty,

33, comprising 14 farily

MEETINGS: We were privileged to have tt following guest speakors at
cur monthly meetings, Mrs, M, Tipping, President of the Royal Hizstorica

Society of Victoria, Mr, X, Mcintyre of Beox Hill, Cr. =.

¢f Nunawading, Mr, A. West from the National Museum, Mrs. D. Goble MID
for Mitcham, Mrs. J. Field from our owWn Society and Col. G. Palimer of

the Salvation Army,
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At our August meeting Dr. Ian Turner from Monash University addressed
a gatharing of approx 1350 HSC students on "Werld War 1" a topic from
the Australian History Syllabus. This was well received by the stud-
ente who made good use of the guestion time which fcllowed.

yne monthly meeting was & Work Night, when members indexed newspapers
or filed and sorted the Societies' collection of cuttings. The
commititee met on an additional night to file and index our photcgraphs
anag commenced sorting Estate Plans and Advertisements.

VISITS: On Sunday July 22nd the Wine Cellar at Schwerkolt Cottage
officially opened, many members of the Scciety were present on this

cecasion,
Members and their friends made up a Party of 37, who travelled by bus
o Sorrento on Sunday 15th September i973. Mr. Ronaldson, President
of the Nepean Historical Socliety acted as our guide to many points of
intaerest, including the First cettlers' Graves; the Site of the old
Tramway from Sorrento Pler to the Back Beach and finally the Societies
Museum at thie old Mechanics Institute. We were fortunate tc have per-
to enter the Officers' Cadet School and Quarantine area at
and most took advantage of the beautiful day to walk along the
the very tip of Foint Nepean.
fety is grateful to Mrs. J. Pield, who has presented a number
~ammes o local schools, to Mrs. Leach who spoke to the Vermont
33 Auxiliary, and to Mrs. Mattingley who was guest speaker at

:

s ¢ of E Blackburn. -
ons during the year have included, 1904 Rifle from Mr. George
+a

ra of Verwont, 2 padlocks from Mr. J. Harris of Blackburn.
adlocks were used at either at the 0id Melbourne or Pentridge

: : Archives and the proposed Display Ceantre in the
grounds of Schwerkolt Cottage. Ne definite plans have yet heen

presented to the society for either of these two projects. We are
nost appreciative of the assistance and attention received when we

hiave wroached Councilloxs and Council Staff with our submissions
on behalf of the Society.

FINANCE: Our finances are reasonably healthy thanks to the grants
veceived frem the Nunawading Council, we have concluded the year with
2 deficit of $31.71 and an overall credit balance of $576.20. Thanks,
The office bearers of the Society wish to express their appreciation
oF the services given readily by members to make possible the many
activities cf the Society, without their suppert it would not be
possible to be active in our commen interest of Australiian History.
AUGUST SCHWERKOLT'S WILL FOUND.

& copy of the will of August Schwerkol: has been found in the Public
pacord Office (fermerly Archives). It was made on 10 January 1887,
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just six days before his death., His full nare was Jokann August Schwerkolt
and he appointed his second wife Maria Catharine Wilhelmina and her brother

John Kruse of Richmond, a marine store proprietor as executors. AL the
time he had a property in Separation Street, N rthcote, as well as the
Junawading farm. His wife was la2ft the Northcote property on conditicn
that she did not sell or mortgage it. The only exception was if she nite
additioral houses on it she could mortgage it to pay for building. She
vas also left the part of Nunawading property bounded by a creek road and
fence, which seems to be the present grounds of the cottage. He mentioned
+hat there was on that land a wine cellar, new house and man's hut. T™is
sroperty was also not to be sold or mortgaged. On his wife's death both
properties were to pass to their child cr children.
nesides that she was left all the contents of the wine cellar haif the cows

neehives and stones which had been gquarried as well as & lawnge spring cart
horse and harness and all the furniture.

All other property was left to his son Louis Schwerkolt on conditicn that

he paid 10/- a week to Maria.

he date of death was 16 January 1689, and his estate wes valued fox probzfe
& £956/14/23/

< o
agoust Schwerkolt had several children by his first wife, kut only four
e mentioned in the will. Apparently, the others were provided Ior during
's lifetime. BHe and Maria had only one child, a daughter from

the Ccouncil bought the cottage.

no sign of the new house and man's hut on the Land. Possi
@ burnt in a bush fire which passed through the property in 1905.
T R HOMZSTEAD The last meeting last vear in November was particulaxrly
well at endeq as tnere were 42 present, including five from Box Hill.
Mr. Ross Holloway told the story of the Tyntvnder Homestead rnear S
illustrated with slides. The homestead dates back to Lbfc and has been
in the nands only of the Beveridges, who wexe the Orlhlndl holders
golloways, who tecok it over in 1876.
Tha original log cabin is still standing and in daily use but has been
enclosed by a brick veneer, which was probably the first exampl= of this
type of construction in Australia. There has never been a clearing sale
on the property, so all a‘t’cle; and implements that have ever been used
are still on the property and all those on display = i 1
Tyntynder Homestead has a hatloqal Trust Classification and i
open for inspection.

COMING EVENTS. The Matthew Flinders Bi-Centenary is be ﬁg celebrated by

2 series of events organised by the South Eastern Regional Committee.
There will be displays memorials a re-enactment of his vis t to Port
Shillip Bay and a ferry cruise following his course axou nd the bay.

The dates are March 16 and 17.

The tenth regional conference will be at the new Box Hill»gnncagter
Regional Library on March 3Q. Box Hill will be host and the main feature

i
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following stories of
2ds in New South

Wales will proance 3 d for the next centuzry.
In 1902, many areas ia s ed from devastating floods, and
n particular; the Wimrera dlgtr . Nowadays, these floods cannoct

because the Wimmera River has long been divertaed to the water
svstem for the Mallee and Wimmera. However, in August. the
-Melbourne railway line between Murtoa and Stawell was washed
away, and the express bound for Melbourne was held up at Murton for
three days. On board was the famous singer Peter Dawson, scheduled to
fulfil engagements in Melbourne, also the J. C. Williamson Company.
Peter Dawson cffered £100 - about a year's wages for many - to anyone
wno would drive him by buggy to Stawell, about 40 miles away. Neo-cne,
rowever, would attempt such a hazardous journey, and Dawson perforce
had to remain, marconed in this country town. Appearently, he decided
to make the best of the sojourn, and he gave a concert for the towns-
4 irst ht, and the J. C. W. Co. entertained the towns-
ight. A marvellous treat for the locals.
= i irst scheduled concert in Melbourne; and when
7 rné ging at another, the Melbourne 'Argus' reported
ater Dawson, who escaped the flcods after a wearisome
t Murtoa, stepped at once, and deservedly, into popular
favor. No account appeared of the country concerts, obviously be-
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cause all performers would have been under contract for Melbourne.

The story was remembered with pleasure by local pecple who had the
good fortune Lo be present at the concerts so long agc.

On bhoard the train, as well as 2ll the singers, were large quantities
of fish. The first day, rallway officials refused to dispose of these
fish, expecting that the train would proceed the next day. But when

4

©311 impassable, officidls decided to zell the fish -
igeration then of course. So the local people hgd ancther
ed at - they were able to purchase Murray Cod and ouher

1al daisnties frcom the stock cn the train,
* ¥ o * * * £

K. A. Patterson - Editor.



