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< Augyyalisn iayy - At our llarch meeting lir Riocketts, who served in

the Austraelian lavy from 1913 until a%ter 1945, with the exception
of 18 years between wars, told us about his experiences and the
various ships flying the Australion flag. There will be o fullex
renort in the next Lews Letter.

Ehggjgg;ﬁﬁght - We a re planning o theatre night on 28 April,
when the Mitcham Repertery Society will be presenting & comedy,
“How's The World Treoting You?" Tickets a re 22 each

Exoursiop to Mornington - Arrangenents are being made for an
exoursion to Mornington, with heln from the local historica 1
society, which will nrobably advise us what to see, where to go
and provide guides.

Coffee Tahle - lir Herold Dekes has given us o mahogany ooffee
table to be disposed of for the museum funds. Tickets are 20
cents each, or three for 50 cents This will be drawn on May 10

ngtgngrﬁ of "loch Ard" Wregk - On 1 June 1878 the "Loch Ard"
was wrecked necr Port Cempbell. There were only two survivors.
This was the most famous of more than thirty major wrecks in the
Cave Otway area. A number of events will mark the centenary
this year, including an oration by Professor J.J.Auchmith,
"Settlers Under Sail" in the Great Hall of the Iiational Gallery
on Wednesday, 15 larch Ve will be represented by six of ovr
members

Exhihiiinn“gimﬁhgtngn%nha ~AAs part of the Moomba celebrations
the Royal Historical Society is preeenting an exhibition of some
of its oldest and most interesting photographs, contre sting
with modern ones. The exhibition opened on Tuesday 7 March, and
is on the 14th lewvel, 495 Collins street. Times of opening

a re 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. This exhibiticn will be in con-
junction with the publication of Mrs. Tipping's photographic
history, "Melbourne on the Yorre " '

William th%, First Shire Pregident - Williem Witt was born at
alisbury, bngland, in 1833. e studied chemistry and vwhen he ma
married in 1857 he came to Australia on the recommendation of
his brother, who was at Beechworth. e opened a cremist's
shop there and followed succeedinﬁ gold rushes through the north-
east of Victoria and the Easte n Riverina, ovening branches on
every new field This often involved travelling through road-
less country and corssing unbridged rivers, sometimes in
dangeroug ciroumstances lle was soon involved in publie life
and became layor of Beechworth in 1867 IHe began an agitation
for & railway line to Albury and when the governme:t agreed to
build it he was elected to - arliaoment for the Murray district
e held this seat for three Parliaments, but had to leave
Beechworth because he could not attend to his Parliamentary
duties without being in lelbourne For a time he had also to
give up his business s bought a property at Burwood, and
was immediately elected to the new Shire Council. lie was
President for some yeecrs. Iater, on retiring from Parlioment
and the couneil he resumed business at Prehyan, tren in Fiinders
street, Melbourne, vhile living in South Melbourne.
lig died in 1910, at the age of 77 years.

ligwg-Letter - We ha ve arrnazed to publish our News'L-tter
monthly instecd of two-monthly. This issue has been delayed
owing to difficulties in arrenging duplieation. These are now
a mmerently overcone and we exnect that each iscue will apnear
about a week before each monthly meeting.




