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Irom the President

It never ceases 1o amaze me that in this the 40th year
of the Whitehorse L listerical Society, thers is a con-
Linued interest in history, with people more than ever
anxious Lo trace their family rocts and or the history
of their house.

The 40 years heve not always beer easy far the Sozi-
ety with the ¢bb and flow of membershin. A common
interest however has always been the aim o docu-
menl and Lo preserve the fascinating history of the
Whitghorse srea,

avid Gawler recalled several aspects of this history
at his talk in April. He spoks on the remarkzble and
determined carcer path of his fathee, Joln Stevens
Gawler, a highly respected: architeer, Local Council-
lor. Urban plenning adviser and University of
Melboume azademic.

One of Gawler's most ovative designs, a 1913
heuse in Camberwell, prompred a whole new style of
building in Victoria, the brick veneer, a means of
making the most of scarce and expensiva resources.
We also heard thar Holy Trinity, Sursey Hills, 1s one
of several churches designed by John Gawler, and
while serving o1 the Box Hill Council, he advised on

the design of the City seal and the proposed design ol

the Municipzi Hall.

Co-incidentally , the Assovigtion of Eastern Histori-
| cal Societies Confsrence, held on 30th April was
'hasted by the Bex Hill Historical Socicty to celebrate
the 701k anniversacy of the opering of the Box Hill
Town Hall,,

This mestng was very well attended and David
Gawler again was kewvnote speaker. After the meeting
8 lour of the building gave us the opportunity 1o ad-
rire the bzautiful marb e fover and saircase, the
wood panelling and ornate cornices and an inleresting
display on the building’s history by the Bux Hill HS

Since | last reported to you a display wes installed by
volunteers at the Yermont Library, this was very well
rezeived so a big thank vou 1o all who assisted with
this project. We are also busy planning displays for
two additiona] pre-loved Natioral Gallery of Victoria
display cases due to arrive very soon Jay Miller, Boh |
und Barb Gardiner have followed shrough on selecting !
and organising the legistics of acquiring the cases.
Our sincere thanks and acknow edgement are due nlso
1o the NGV,

| Alter he appeal for voluntesrs in our 1ast newsletter
we have welcomed rvo new ladies to our working
group. [ also need w remind you to note in your diary
that our next Saturday momning working bee will be
held on tha 9th of July at 930 am anwards.

Please note because of e public halidsy our new
date for the June meeling moved from the |ith to the
dth of Junz — Thope (o see vou there!

Judith Fry

| Next Meeting Sat. June 4ih

at the Local History Room
} Schwerkolt Cottage
Meeting at 1.30

| Guest Speaker '

Sharron Dickman on the [
| Melbourne Athenaeum Library. '
| Sharron is a lively speaker with 2 wealth of ex- |

| perience markeling muscums and as a leclturer |
- inthe subject. Ske s audhor of the Marketing

| MIX published by Museums Australia and she

| and her hushband are also great Steam engine
| enthusiasis.

MISSION STATEMENT
The purpose of the Society is to foster historical interest and knowledge. To collec‘ documert,
research, preserve and exaibit items that show haw people bave lived and worked m the develop-
ment of the Whvtehorse area from human senlement to the preaenl day L
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Early Days at
the Society:

saome recollections
A letter from Joan Roczniok

Dear Judy & editor

Just to let you know that the Boczrioks arrived in
Mitcham: in late 1964, and mindful of the history
we left bekind in Exgland, Telen Smith. in 1965
took me to a meeting in a church hall an the
Whitehorse Road, Keith Patterson was addressmg
the new Nunawading Hisorical Socicty,

Keith had copied a 1ot of maps and docurments i
the State Library and was working on them in the
cold arca next to the old  Schwerkolt Museum.
When he gave up I took over and | remember
planning an arcangewment for the documents.
keeping Keith’s original grouping.

| remember a mecting in the Mucklestons’ House
where T 2xnlained the arrangement and the need
for workers to collect material and get it into
sefery protective envelopes. | rememoer Bill and
Beryl Gray, Beryl later tock over from me but
sedlly died of cencer. We worked 'n all kinds of
placzs including the basement of the Town Hall.

I eventually supgested the dimensions of the first
lozal history room attached to the 0ld muscum.
Unfortunately [ was overseas when it was
opened, I remember so many hard workers
[riendly people - Shirley and lan Baker , Andrew
Hillier, Shirley Jonzs, Chyl Johnson, Teddy
Poole, Betty Muckleston, Judith (Fry?) Doris
Mattingley, Maurcen Mason, Barbara Rogalski,
Noni Spooner, Jess Bames, Evelvn Crean, Nina
Holgate, Bette Jones and o-hers that [ can still
visualise but not name.

Councillor Valda Arrowsmith must have special
mention — she worked not only in the Society but
for the Society iv Couneil and is responsible for
much hels and for the many concessions that we
reeetved.

I remember the search for a phatocopier, and for
second hand shelves for onr growiag collection
of books, and also purchase of a filing cabines
for the collection of leaflets and ephemera of all
Kinds. And the council saff passed on an old
map cabinet over to us. There is so much more
v remember | | eventually was made a life
member and although unable te get to mectings [
am s6ll keenly interesied in all (2at kappens.
Withall my good wishes . IR

Ed’s noie: Thanks for yorr recollections Joan!
The filtng cablnets have aanplied sce Shose early days!

Museum & Her itage RETUS: Tor the costume afficionados amonyst us. ...

On Friday 13th April, the Belgrave library was
 host lecation fur a fuscinating talk by Anne
| Dixon an some of the riuals, tradvhons and
costumes associated with death and mourning,
“he costumes on display were shown in
chronological erder from 1860 - 1940, Arn alsa
featured a number of accessories including
‘beautiful jot and wood, and hair jewsllery.

The audience for the talk a'so contributed some
interesting snippets such as explaining the sav-

ing, “The stinking rich”. This apparently origi-

nated where instead of heing safely buried in
the Churchyard, it was rot unusual for rich
church benefactors, intecred under the paving
stones of Lie aisles to, as it were, stll maxe
thelr presence felt.! Nat a nice prospect for the
summer months even in England!

Anne alsa referred to a book that provides very
wseful information on the cleaning of old cos-
tumes. 1t can bz accessed at the State Library
‘and is ttled: “Crinolines and Crimping irons”
by Christina YWalkley and Vanda Foster, aub-
lished by Ohwen in 1978 it is only available at
the Redmond Barry Reading Roonm i the Cily . |

' On Friday May 27th for those able to get to it
the Ferntree Gully Library (1010 Burwocd
Highway at FTG,) Anne will be tacklirg an-
other interesting aspect of coshime, that of
dressing for dinner and the ctquette of fine
dining. “ Fashion Tood & Cusloms” Bovkangs are
essentwl though call 9294 §140 and do make
sure you get good directions for parking it is
off the TTighway and easy to miss if you don’t
know the area. Advertisad cost is $3

TR ST : S
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WHS Dates for your Diary RSL (Victoria) Honour Board

Speakers for meetings in 2005 Research & Preservation Project

Jay Miller has recently been sesea-ching an Honayur
Raard ar the old Melbourne Teacher's College,

13th August - AGM

Joseph Borg on the Maltese Historical aow know as the | 888 Building at University of
Saocicty Melboume. Jay has been in contast with 2 very
3 dedicared RSL juember, Mr Ken Goudie who is the
8th October coordinator of a massive undsrtak.ng, wlloc(:mg and
i : . receiving and organising texts, histories and some
JOt.m MeKernan on the h;stor) of Alustrations for access g\-ia the internet.
Pcint Nepean

The Jistings include WWI1and WWTI Honour
3oards in Victoria. To dare there gre almast 1300

Working Bees 2005 istings “mm across the State and the project has
Normally 9.30 am — 1230 pm also resulted in mere attention being paid to 3uch
« Saturday 9th of July memorials A new board is planned far installation
¢« Saturday 10th Sept;amh A at the Glen Waverley RSI.,
« Saturday 12th November Ken's interim: intemet sitc can be accessed by enter-

ing RSL Vicworia on Google and then following the

Deadline for notices relating to heritage or any links to the honaur board project

historical activities for inclusion in the newsletter
need to be supplied by the 12th of the monih There are a number of memcrials listed and some
preceding a general meeting honour boards where Ken has only been sent very
minimal information, mors is needed. Web sites
such as Ken’s and the “War Memarials of Australia’
sitc will be invaluable resources far future family
researchers and loce] historians.

Cataloguing the Collection - Current Status

Artifacts 3934 liems catalogued
Documents 5229 [tems catalogred
Photographs 3159 Items catalogued Can K8 he!p ?
| — -ay noliced that Ken still needs some information
. <3 anc a photograph of the complere Mitcham State
Membershlp Lol School Honour List? One phologaph showing a
A wann weleome is extended to our new membess: | | roll book m an unusual frame circular frame s all
Pat Richardson and tha: he hus received to date - can anyone cut there
Joy Ogden helns Ken? There mav also be other boards out there
Both ladies are helping out with the WWC tha: nzed to b2 included. Ideally Kzn needs as much
o - mformation as pessible 10 5e forwarded toe him
City of Whitehorse Events nclude on the web sile und provides 1 good check-

lizt for #nyone who would like ™ Yelp, Kea's email
is an the project web site but first try the following
web addicsses t chieck on the projec::

Heritage week 2005 — bttp:/ www.rslvies.com.au and follow link to
various events are planned for the week of : “war memorials..,” oa left ol web page or try

Saturday 1 Octoher — 8th October

for your Diary

http://members.optusnet.com.au/~goudic

: REMEMBER
THANKS! Whitehorse Historleal Soclety

Tremendous suppor: has been given by Local History Cullection

Penguin Dry Cleaners apea 10,20 am o 2.30 prn Wedmesduys, Visicors welcome.
Tunstall Square, 39 Tunstall Rd Rivgy Y873 4946 for Gn appeirament & iher Gmey.
Ph: 98426642

: Box Hill Cenetery Records & Nunawading Gazette
www.penguindryvcleaners.com.au for 1964-1974 ovalable on microfichs far research

_
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With the 90t ANZAC day behind us heve is a view of the
Mitcham war memorial w its old locaiion on Whitehorse Rd, Laken in 1954 the sirest decoralions
were fnended (o celebrate the Royal visit that year.

Whitchorse Historical Society Inc.

Schwerkolt Coitage and Museum Complex.
Deep Creek Road, Mitcham. Vie, 3132 (Melway Rel, 49 D7)
if undeliverable please retumn o P O.Box 272 Mitcham, 3132, Vie




