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e ‘host the Annual meecting of the Association of
Fl' o the Pl eSld ent Fuslern Historical Societies at our Local [listory

‘The former “Wisleria Party” has nuw become :‘t'::l;g l: slc;j;ﬁ:nicncl'z??s: C‘: [;‘;’l'; ;ian W
the “Let's Go Heritage Day”. to be held on ' 32 '
Sunday 2 October in the Schwerkoll Cottage »5 t our Decemrber mesting, Saturday 10 Decern- |

g md:: At this free family day, there will bcr we will be celebrating the first 40 years of
be demonstratiors by the spinners and weav-|  our Historical Socicty. Keep this date free and
| ers, lacemakers, hlacksmiths, wond turners join us in sharing memories and the Christmas
“and bark arlists; an animal farm, a bubble spirit! I look forward to seeing you or Sunday
machine, childrens’ games, a gymnastics dis- |2 October! Judith Fry

play and events supervised by Nunawzding BRSUETS
Little Athletics Club. Also In retum lor a dena- A" sh oeb ox archivists &

H D o b P . P w ¥ )
tion of §2 {:o the Society).a valuer from Gryphon Album keepers we want to see

& Co, will be here to give you appraisals of any . Y ical :
family treasurcs. Forest Hill Rotary Clubwill | - those Histarical society snaps.

have a sausage sizzle, and free cordial, tea
and coffee will be available coursesy of the
Whitehorse Historical Society, Hopefully the

We would like to include some in our
celebratory issue, the final newsletter

ST AT aEdINIVLLS

= : . edition of 2005. X
weather will be kird! - We aim to feature some of the many -
At our Augus: meeting, Juseph Borg from the : members who over the last 40 years

Maltese Historical Secisty spoke and showed - have participated in
some ‘ascinating slides on the history of Malta, = maintaining our Hisforical Society.

both anciert and moderm. The connection he-

Fwerkelt Cottaoe - AL A : g
tween Schwerkelt Cottage and Malta is cur exten- 1 oty any fimages for loan or for donation to
sive collection of Jace. Malta was renowned [or . our archive.

its lace, and a common design elemant 15 the c Deadline for photographs 12th November
Maltese Cross and scme examples of this motif i Thanks the Fd :
can be secn in the _ace on display. : &

s Please contact us if you can Jrelp us out

~suMBBLVavuen

Members have been very busy working on some ; . -

profiles of both Whitehorse athletes and sporting Next Meeting Saturday October 8th,
administrators to be displayed at Dox 1h] Town ' 1.30, Local History Room

Hall and Nunawading Civic Centre, This project . i

has been time consuming, but if you and other Our Guest Speaker 13

visitors enjoy this exhibition, aur time and effort John McKernan on the history of
will have been justified. v ‘ Point Nepean

On Saturdey 24 .‘sept=mber &t 1.30 pm. We wall St

\ﬂb&lON ‘iTAZfF MENT :
The purposa of the Society is to foster historlcal Intsrest and knowledge. To o lact, document,
research, preserve and exhibit items that show how people have lived and waorkad In the de\.elop-
mcm of the Whltehorse area from human settlemént to the present day. Ty
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A walk down
memory lane...,

. A
Reflections... “walking to school in the win- “
ter , galoshes over our shoes, wearing good
thick coat , hat and gloves. We waiked up Halls
Paddock to Walker Avenue then across the
Paddock to come ord to Premier Ave at Gillows
Hoase. They have a white cockatoo en a stand
there and when he seex wy coming ke calls out
“Giladys!” “Gladys!” to let them know we are
coming. At the end of Premier Ave we walk

sorty of wildflowers growing there. On very
cold mornings you can see cobwebs sifver on
the fences , all glistering beautifully. There are
no made roads no footpaths every puddle is
deeply iceid on frosty mornings”...

I needed somewhere (o park my bike. For a
small fec Mr and Mrs Rooks allowed me to
park my bike in their woodshed conveniently
close 1o the station. | have vivid memories of
graceful Mrs Rooks and tall Mr Rooks who
was a bit of a character, Mr Roolks sister Ina hod
a similar characier and loved tw tzase. The
Rooks were a wonderful couple and some of our

across a well treed paddock and you can see all

My Grandpa Venebles lived with us for awhile
and used to milk the cow - this was taken over
by my Mum when it got toc much for him.-
Grandpa would take us mushrooming acress the
paddocks sround our place and that was grest
fun. We also went down Lhese paddocks that had
ratehes of trees; they dropped branches which
we picked up and we also pathered the bark to
use as kindling for the kichen stove, the Jaun-
cry copper and the hotwater hearer in the bath-
room. | used to like to walk down the bush along
the creek especially when the wildflowers were
cut I reriember one day walking along [ came o

\a big patck: of blue flowers and in the midst Mr
‘and Mrs Charlie Rooks were standing just look- |
ing, Mrs Rooks in her long , old fashionec dress
tha: she always ware - such a lovely picture. 1
_have never forgotien il

[t was = very dilferent kind of life then with no
water laid on , fust tanks and a small very deep
dam my father dug on his own. No clectricity ,
so lamps anc candles were the order of the cay.

‘| gradually began opening up to western visitors —

Shapping wes pract:cally nil as the grocer from
the Vermont storc came on hie bicycle wo get
yow order and then it was delivered by horse
drawn wagon. Any extras mum nezded, Frances
had te get on ker bike and cycle to Mitcham —
often with a weming from my sister, “Don’t be
long * - laundry dutics awaited my return!Mr
end Mis Rooks were part of my life again when
1 started work aged 16 at Myer’s and I had 10
cycle to Mitcham station and catch a train.

carlicst Settlers in this area. By the time | was
working I had no grandparents wha lived close
enough 10 visit easily so when it was time 1o pay
my ‘packiog’ fee | egjoyed visiting (he Rooks
in their cosy stove -heated kitchen. 1 was never
permizted to visit any other *oom but this was
the same for most peaple then wha in those days
usually called in at the back door instead of the
front and often lived mainly in the gitchen

Unfortunately my working life was cut short af-
ter developing TB and it o0k me thrae years to
recover. I virually had to live on the slegpout
part of the verandah for much of this time. [
never returned to work instead T maried Georpge
Warren who I had met at church. There was a
group of us who played tennis and badminton
The church socials held in the Mckeon Hall
~were virually our only chance to get out to-
gether, enother option was 1o 20 down to Box
1Tl We had three children, two boys and a gid
who kept me busy especially after my hushand
cicd when the eldest boy was only 18, Once lhey
had all marriad. T travelled a Little, New Zealand
and in 1979 with a touz, visited China as it

il was an amazing experience so many people in
their towms compared 10 Australia.

(Iwas also a member of the congregation at
Christchurch Mitcham and it was there that
had met Valda and Ted Arrowsmith and with
their support I joined the Hislorical Society
fairly saon after the new museum had been com-
pleted. At that time we just had the kitchen and
the first half of the mesting rooms. I loved the
linterest in all things historical and it was great to
“offer the local knowledge T had gained rom liv-
‘ing through muck of the development af our
|local area - looking beck I znjoved sharing this
lived history and | also loved learning to cata-
Jogue the collection. It was lots of fun to work
with a friendly group of people with common
interests.

Frances Warren (nee Martin)
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WHS Dates for your Diary

Remaining meetings in 2005

10th December - Chnstmas meeting special
Junch at 12,30 followed by the meeting .

Working Bees for remainder of 2003
Normaily 9.30 am — 12.30 pm
« Saturday 10th September
« Saturday 12th November

" Annual Meeting of The Association of
Eastem Historical Societies
At
Local History Rooms
Scwherkolt Cottage

Saturday 24th September 2006
At 1.30pm
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. Dates for your diary

The City of Whitehorse
Take A Trip down memory lane
During 2005 heritage week :
Saturday 1 October — 8th October

Here At Schwerkolt Cottage —
Let’s Go Heritage Day,
With a sporty theme

Sunday 2nd October 2005
12 noon — 5pm
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. ‘With many old favourites : A el
“+  Animal Farm contacl delails,
¢+ Lace makers Box Hill Cemetery Records & Nunawading Garetie
: = Parchment craft
i+ Blacksmiths = S
v+ Bark Artists = IHANKS! :
©+ Spinners and Weavers “remendous support has been given by
t=  Little Athletics : Penguin Dry Cleaners
Heritage week closes with the . Tunstall Square, 59 Tunstall Rd
: Whitehorse Spring festival, on Ph: 98426642
i Sunday 9th October. H www.penguindrycleaners.comau
::.,..- R L T TN T |_|.\t'.'.l_§vv_-,',:z
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Membership
Renewals & Subscriptions-

Just a reminder to make sure that vou have
rencwed your membership fur 2005-2006

Most members have paid their subscrip-
tions but this is a gentle “eminder to those
who have not vet made sure of their mern-
hership for the coming year.

Membership Fees:

. Household $25

. Single $18

< Newsletter only $12

You can pay at the next meeting or
Please send your subscription to

Whitehorse Historical Society
PO Box 272
Mitcham 3132

Barbara Cardiner,

Membership Secretary

Cataloguing the Collection -

Current Status
Artifacts 3689 tems catalogued
| Documents 5351 ltems caialogued
| Photographs 3215 Items catalogued
REMEMBER
Whitehorse Historical Society

Local History Collection & Place Of Deposit

open 10.20 am (o 2.30 poe Wednexdaws, Visitors walcome,
Rivg 98732 4946 for an appointment at ather times,
or email ug, soe back pags for web site based

Whitehorse Historical Society Newsletter



Local History Room 9873 4946

Melwuy Ref. 49 D7
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Sharing Austrulis’s Stories ~an Update

Members may recall the lawnch of the program for
Sharing Australia’s Stories by the Mimster for the Envi-
ronmeat and Eeritage, Senator lam Campbel] at the
Schwerkolt Cottage & Muszum complex just prior o the
ast Federn! Flection.

‘The minister launched the project with $3million available
| n grants (over 3 years) ‘o be used [or creative projects
<hi: “tell ‘he stery of the Australia we all Tove.”

With the enthuslasm of the Minister ringing in our cars we
applied for a $6000 grant to record vral histeries, but most
namiculerly to transeribe stwries alrsdy on tape s well ay
aew oral histuries,

We ars sorry to report that the WHS was qot fortunats
snough to receive & grant®. We understand asplications
will again be called for m 2006 and hopo with the support
of our Fedeval Representative. Mr Philip Baressi that we
may be sacorssfil next year.

(A For afsmce sy S groues B o to drenesned osmbe 1)

Do you know them?

Both are from the MeDonaell family aro
which have been recerutly donated to the

Tewr 50l taprival pholugraphs - ver vr pubily tramport?

ne , several cf
I' ’HS phaty

| graplic collection. We meed some help however o r?l

zamnﬁ ing the peaply featured in these

two photographs.

UINB e ke thaf there is @ McDonell in ‘hc bus z:.mt“

| Please give us @ call if yore can ey,

Whitehorse Historical Society Inc.

Schwerkolt Cottage and Museum Complex.
Deep Creek Road, Mitcham, Vie, 3132 (Yielway Ref. 49 D7)
ifundeliverabic please refumn to PO Box 272

Mitcham, 3132, Vic

Mis. Jucith F'ry
10a Alexancder St
Mitckam

3132




