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Spring Cleaning - Heritage style

As Sgrrg arrives our thoughts turn to the age old acks of elzaning
the dust and dirt of winier away.

WHS membere Bob Gardiner and Mauric \Wyatt togethar with Barb
Gardiner have helped us utilise some of our external dispiay area
Itis now shelered and accessible via the inside of the Museum.

The team has organised a space to display our heritage collection of
laundry and cooking equipment.

Ranging trom the troughs and washboards nesding much elbow
grease to the “high tech” kerosene multi-burner stove and oven, the
cisplay is & goed reminder of how fortunate we are in the truly
labour -saving devices we have i1 our homes today.

The display was ane of the key new display fealures opered to the
puklic on the SeptemberHentage day.

There will be moere articles zbout some of the key pisces of equip-
ment in cur nawsletter next year. The temeerary display vass fea-
tured 3 display of \wenage technology of ths 50's and a display of
1980’s house plans 1o support th2 heritage theme a 'Suburban
Dream’-1950's’

Next mesting : Saturday 10th October 1.30pm
Speaker: Ray Galloway on the
"History of Ventura Buses"
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From the President

Heritage Festival 2009
By Bob and Barb Gardiner

Dear Members

As your continuing President | would lke to we'ccme
our new Committee Member, Keitt Hancock. Kaith
grew up in Mitchem and has provided valuatle infor-
mation on people, places and events to add to our Col-
lection. Peter Simmenauer has stespad down ‘rom the
position of Secretary tut remains a Committee Mem-
ber. Peter served for seven years as Secretary. A very
valuable centribution to the Scciety. | would ike o wel
come Kaela \Way AM JP as our Secretary. Kaele has
sarvec on {he Committee for two years and brings her
experience as a former Councillor as well as her busi-
ness skills which will be an assel to the Commitiee
| would also like to thank all the Committee mambers
wne have continued n their re es.

Oncs again under the direction of Barbara Cardiner
we held a very successful Heritage Open Day. The
weather kept us guessing in the morning but we had
sunshine in lime for the children's races on the Cot-
tage lawn. Ny thanks to all members and their famj-
lies who helped maks the day so enjoyable tor partici-
pants and vistors Thanks alzo to Julie Jones, Hzri-
tage Program Officer from the Council for her help ¢n
the day and in groviding the minstral singers to add to
the atmosphere. Ths Community Grant we gratefully
received from the City of Whitehorse enabled us to
provide plenty of atractions.

As pant of Heritage Week {he Soziety contributed
many items to the 53 x 50 display in the Whitehorse
Art Spacz. Jacqlie Nicholls-Raeves, Ard Curatar for
tha City cf Whitehcorsa and Gillian McCarthy. her assis-
tant, presented a very colizhed exh bifion.

The aflerncon tea “eatured Professar Graeme Daviscn
sgeaking entertairingly on the 185Cs and for those
mermbers avle fo accept their invitaticn o the Opsning
that 1850s favourite femon meringue pie
I he exhibition ir the Box HIl Ar Epace was open for
the month ¢f September.

On Saturday 19" September the Blackburm Walk took
piace. Tharks tc Valda Acrowsmith for conducting the
walk and to both Valda and Ted for their extensive re-
search fe- this Heritage Week activity.

Cur new Laundry display was opened on Herntzge
Open Day. Thanks te Robert Gardiner, Maurie Wiyatt
Jenny Walker and Barbara Gardiner for their work on
the display. We have received many compliments. The
display also features Mrs Hooke's bicycle whic mem-
sers wil recall was donaled by lhe Hooke family last
year, Our Teenage Technology of 1he 50s d sglay Fas
aiso zeen of irterast to visitors.

We have been in giscussion with Melissa Hayes from
Whitehorse Council regarding the feasibility plan for
the Mussum Extension. The Council are kesn to have
the plans drawn up for this budget item.

Vicki Jones-Evans

Our Heritage Open Day on September 13"
Was a great success despite the coolish
weather — we packed our groups under the
verandah or in the History Room as the
weather I2oked thrzatening during the morn-
ing.

Ve must exprzss our tharks ta the City of
Whitshorse for their financia' assistance and
to our loyal fi=nds who attend each year
demanstrating their s<ills and displaying thzir
Inieresting items,

Special attractions wers Jamieson's Rur
Arimal Farm, Tip Tog Tom's Magic and
Bsllcors, and the Crescent City Serenaders —
all mast entertaining! (pictured above)

Sgecial tharks to Julie Jones from the City of
Whitehorsa for all her hare work on the
Heritage Festival program.

Our members were kept busy fom 10 am
untit nearty 8 grn and | cersonally would ke
o exoress my appreciation to these
wencerful people who are members of the
‘Nhitehorse Histcrical Society, Inc.

Barbara Gardiner

WORKING BEE

November—Saturday 14th

Last one for the year
9.30 am until 12 noon

Please come along and lend a hand.

“
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Flappers & Women’s independence
inthe 1920s o
~ By Jenny Walker

When we think of the term flapper' it is often only
the distinctive women’s fashions of the 1920s that
ceme o mind, along with a bit of jazz and Charles-
ton-style dancing. The flappar girl's image was de-
fined by a hoyish look - loase-fitting, knee-length
skirts and dresses that disguised haer womanly fig-
ure, oversized jackets and jumpers, and a very
ghort '‘bob” harcut. In fact the name flapper' itsaif
derived from her madizh attire - that i3, from the
sound of fashicnably loase bocts flapzing an the
footpalh iJohnson 2009).

e But Jlappers represent much more than a

AT o|bygone £ra of style in terms of the naw
C_x\. | freedoms sought anc experienced oy

T2 lwomen of the so called roaring twentizs,
During World War One many women of
the flapper generation had experienced
an independencz not available to their
L mothers and grandmothers. As soldiers
£y departad for {hz war, young women be-
gan taking con jebs praviously resarvad
for men. This may be one of the reasons flapper
atiire was ‘boyish’ and Isose-fitting — # was batter
suited :c the working werld than long pelicoals
ard corsels, It was also considersd acceptable for
womer to social'se with seldiers n aubliz places.
The “esult ¢f both wa--time actvities was a grow-
ing presence of women in the public rzalm (Smart
2001: 2).

Flappers have alsc been associated with the ram-
pant consumerism of ths 1920s, as middle-class
girs whe warkad found they hzd a dispasable in-
come of tneir own. To illustrate, the amount of
money scent on cosmetics in the US during the
1920z has baen estimatec at somewhers between
5750 million and more thaa 52 billion (Jehnsen
2009), Meanwhile in Melboune 2 lram fraveler
‘conbiibulad to Aussie a 'study’ of the 'amazing
geographical array’ evident in the Flapper's dress.
‘emarking on her French cloves, American shoes
and silk stockings, Italian hat, Gemar handbag
and Swiss hardkerchief' (Forit 1928, cited ir
Conor 2002 46).

‘With all this newfoLnd independancs. hawsver,
came accusations of immadesty and flippancy
from the mera coneervative sectors of socicty.
Fubliz commentaters criticised the apparent exhibi-
fionism of flappers. A writer for the Builstin, for
example, wrote "'our streets and public places are
filled with wamer whe are apparently trying to see

how much they can leave off without being
arestsd” (cted in Conor 2002: 51). Young
women alsc siruggled with the older generations
of former siifragettes. These womean had fought
for recagnition of women's rights in part oy driv-
ing attention away frem womren's sexualty and
$0 many were aghasi at the favoured leisure ac-
tivities of flappers. which included “suggestive
films, smoking and drinking alcohol in pLble,
dancing till late in the night, courting in puklic,
and lafling’ on the beacn in swimsuits® (Smart
2C01: 8).

There was a dar<er side to these accusations of
immodesty. A ccmman belief fisurished that
flappers invitad the sexual attentions of men
through their cress and behaviou’, and were con-
seqertly to bame for 2ny assault they suffered
2s a result. They were characterised as a
‘menace 0 young men of the community”, and
'Courts wers advised to be 'very sceptical about
even the biggest certainty of any llapper when it
comes lo @ quastion of dentification and a mans
liberly ™ (Truth 1920: Beckstts Budge! 1927, cited
In Conor 2002 £3).

These attitudes revezl the limitations on womer's
independance that still existed Juring the 1920s,
despite their improved cersonal freedoms. Histo-
rians reflecting on the parind have notad that re-
gardless of the flapper's image as &
sexual creature, sex autside of mar-
riage was sill considsrad highly unac
cectable.  Furhermore, while
wemen were able to wo-k in clerical oc- |
cupations previously reserved for man
only, Whey generally found these posi-
{ions to be "dead-end joas’, and they
‘were not able 1o assend tre ranks of
authority as their male counterparts did {(Johnsan
2009). The flapper’s eventual demise came with
:he Great Depressicn of the 1930s, as ‘frivolity’
went cut of fashion and was replacad ay a new
conservatism brought about oy the hardshins of
the time
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History Week 2009

25th Cctober—1st November is History Week
To celetraie History Waek 2009, the Royal
Historical Socisty has provided information or
History Week activities on their web site:
www. historywoek. org.au Information on the week’'s
celebrations can alsc be cbiained by caliing the
RHSV on 8326 9238

The Whi.ehorse Hislorical Seckety will celebrate this
special wesk on Wednesday 28th October with an
Open Day at the Local History Room f-om
10-30am-12 Noon.

VWHS memsers will showcase the volunteer work
underaken by the Wednesday warking group high-
lighting the cata ocuing. and cellection pelicy of the
Saciety and the Museum.

The WHS raceived a grant from the RHSV towards
the purchass of a banner which will ba used in the
premation of the Society &t festivals and events.

Whitehorse Historical Socicty
Dates for your Dlary

10th October 1-30pm Ceneral Meeting
Guest Speaker- Ray Galloway on the
*History of Ventura Buses"
28th Oclober
QOpen Day at the Local History Room
10-00am-12pm
14th November
Working Bee 9-30am-12pm
All welcome- come along and lend a hand.
12th December 1-30pm General Meeting
Christmas Meetirg Spsaker Laurie Bunn on the
"History of the Puffing Billy"
Meetngs ae held ai the Lacal History Ream
Schwerxolt Ccttage & Museum Complex Deep Creek Rd
Micham

- Celebrating Seniors Week
The Blackbum Library will present an opportunity
to reminisce over photos from bygone days in
Elackbum on Monday 5th Octeber from 10-00ar-
12-00pn'

Bockings'are Siseflial / Cofige and Cakes wilbe
szryed. To beok your place call 9878 6851

Member News

We offer our warmest congratulations to
Kaele Way who this year was appointed an
AM in the Queens Birthday Honcurs list.

Kzele attended an |avestiture ceremony o1 the
3rd of September at Governmert Housa
Melbourne. Atthis year's WHS AGM, Kaele
was elected to the rale o Secretary of the
Whitehorse Historical Scciety,

Thanks te all membears who have paid the r
dues for this year. To all thase wha have heen
taa busy to forwasd their fees please do so as
500N as possible—your membership is moao-
tant to us.

Any Deco in your attic or garage?

Deco has proved to he enormously popular in
recent years with the amazing exhibition last
year at the National Gallzry of Victoria.

The WHS welcomes donations of memora-
bilia and in particular clothing that dates Lo the
Art Deco era.

An impertant era for the evolution of the City
this period is unfortunately not well repre-
sented in our Collection and we would like to
be able to explore more fully some of the as-
pects of local life during this time,

WHS Sausage Sizzle
Bunnings Nunawading
Sunday 4th October
Volunteers nesced to hzlp with Lhis :nwoftant
fund raiser for WHS.

Please call Kasle on 9877 1901

Cataloguing Statistics

Photographs - 3578

Artefacts - 4218

Documents - 5885
REMINDER

Whitehorse Historlcal Society
Local History Coliection & Place of Depasit
cpen 10.30 am tc 2.30 pm Wednesdays. Visifars
welcome, Ring 3873 4946 for an appointment
al olher times,

Box Hill Cemetery Records & Nunawading
Cazetts for 1964.1974 svalable on microfiche for
razsarch

“
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WHS Committee Contacts Newsletter

Editor: Jay Miler 8344 7158 {BH)
President Vic«i Jores-Evans email: jmil@unimelt edu.au
9373 3383 - vickitdxi.com.uu
Vice. President Valzriz Marshall

2503 4434. i Kaele Way AMJP
ecretary: Kaele Way amup \weady Standheld

QETT 1901 xadaway@bigpond.nat.ay Peter Simmarausr
Treasurer: bot Gardiner 8874 56592

Newsletter support group:
Yvenne Fitzmaurice

Local History Room: (03) 8873 4946 WHS internet site:
=www vicnet net. au/~ndhsing/>

Meiwav Ref. 49 D7

Copy deadline for WHS Newsfetters first Saturday of the month preceding the meeting month.
Next deadline : 1st wesk of November 2009

From the Collection

This building located at the
corner of Mitcham Road and
Victoria Avenue was originally
known as Davin’s Dairy which
was later bought by Model
Dairy.

This photograph dates to circa
1977

NP 1389

Sender: Whitehorse Historical Sociely Inc.& Schwerkolf Celtage ana Museum Complax. Deep Creek
Road. Mitecham, Vic, 3132 (Mclwvay Ref. 40 D7} If undeliverable pleass retum Llu
.0 Box 272 Mitcham. Vic 3132,
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