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Vale Ted Arrowsmith

EDWARD (TED) ERNEST ARROWSMITH

24 September 1924 - 16 August 2020

ED grew up in Box Hill and attended Box
THill State School. His grandfather, Herbert
Arrowsmith was the foundation Secretary
of the Soldiers Sailors Fathers’ Association in
Mitcham and lived in Scott (now Lucknow)
Street in Mitcham and worked at the
Builders Trading & Roofing Co.

Ted was a man of many talents. He
served in the RAAF from 1942-46 in
Australia and the South West Pacific
Area as a Leading Aircraftsman and
Wireless Maintenance Mechanic.

After the War, while employed as a
public servant, Ted took up the offer
available to returned serviceman to
study and chose Accountancy. As a
public servant he used these skills
and established the Prices
Justification Tribunal, the fore-
runner of today’s Australian
Competition and Consumer
Commission.

Due to a heart condition
Ted took early retirement at
the age of 55 and enjoyed being
involved in many activities.

In 1955 at the Mitcham
Horticultural Society Autumn
Show he won a prize for the
Best Rose. When the Halliday
Park Memorial area was
redesigned and the pine trees
removed, Ted took a cone and
from the seed grew a tree which

was later planted elsewhere in the park.

Ted liked lead-lighting, and after doing a
course at TAFE, taught this at the Nunawading
Recreation Centre. Ted led his team of 10 as the
Nunawading Bicentennial Leadlight Group in
making the Bicentenary Leadlight Mural in the
foyer of the Arts Centre (now the Whitehorse
Centre) in Nunawading. Ted made a lead light box
for the Mitcham RSL which was used during the
nightly Stand To. It is now at the Blackburn RSL.

In 1950 Ted married Valda. They have three
children Anne, Vanessa and Peter.

Ted was a Warden at Christ Church (now
All Saints) Mitcham. Frances Warren, also a
Wednesday Worker with our Society, compiled
a history of the church from 1888-1988 and Ted
took the photographs for this publication.

For the Historical Society Ted completed
several oral histories, photographed local sites and
Society events, oversaw the transferring of our
records from cards to the computer by installing
the InMagic Database in 1997 and, looking after
the database and the computers, demonstrated
paper-making at an Open Day, donated artefacts
and wrote the book Schwerkolt Cottage and
Museum The Legacy of Johann August Schwerkolt,
Pioneer. This was published by the City of
Whitehorse and the Whitehorse Historical Society
in 2004. Ted retired from the Historical Society at
the end of 2008 due to ill health.

The family-only service was held at All Saints
Church on Monday 24 August and Peter McPhee
conducted the RSL Rite, as Ted wished.

Vicki Jones-Evans

Annual General Meeting
1pm Saturday, 3 October 2020

on ZOOM
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N 10 July the Committee met via Zoom to
O discuss how and when the AGM can take place.

We concluded that with the current situation
offering no indication of a normal Annual General
Meeting being able to occur this year that we would
arrange for it to take place on Zoom. This will be at
Ipm on Saturday 3 October. We do understand and
sympathise that not all our members will be able to access
this technology, but our Constitution requires us to hold
a meeting this calendar year.

Pat Richardson has indicated that she will not continue
at this election, but all other current Committee members
have indicated that they will stand. Thank you to Pat for
her service to the Society while on Committee, and when
we resume we hope to see her on a Wednesday.

Just a gentle reminder that you need to be a financial
member to vote and membership renewal is due by
1 September. If possible can you please pay by EFT
as getting to a bank to lodge cheques is a bit tricky at
present. If you email Kathy to let her know that you have
transferred the money she can email you a receipt.

MEMBERSHIP
Due 1 September

At present under Stage 4 Restrictions we are also
unable to have Newsletters printed and distributed in
hard copy form. It will be available on our website and via
email. However Nomination forms and the AGM Agenda
will be emailed and posted out by our hardworking
Secretary, Kathy, ably assisted by Rob and Meg.

We do not know when the Council Recovery Grants
Program that we applied for will be decided and
distributed.

The weekly email to the Wednesday Workers is
circulating again and the current week’s discussion
was started by Yvonne who recalled where she was on
VP Day. This has started a fascinating tour of people’s
memories of all sorts of milestones such as when the King
died, the Moon Walk, Ash Wednesday and 9/11.

I hope you are all managing to keep your spirits up and

are keeping safe and well.
s g o
//;/a/////} C ovwrsed

EFT if possible. Please advise any changes to contact details

Receipt will be emailed

COMMITTEE NOMINATION FORM

If nominating for Committee please scan and send to

whitehorsehistory@hotmail.com or post to
PO Box 272 Mitcham 3132 Deadline: 26 September

AGM BY ZOOM 3 OCTOBER

To participate email whitehorsehistory@hotmail.com

Kathy will send Zoom invite for 1pm Saturday 3 October

Meeting will close at 1.30pm

Please ensure we have your up-to-date email address.
If you need assistance with attending on Zoom please contact Kathy
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The good olde days

Flying Corps and offered in a recent National Pilots Assn Service Bulletin.

THE following monthly summary of accidents was dredged from the December 1917 records of the British Royal

RESUME OF ACCIDENTS
Avoidable Accidents
THERE were 6 avoidable accidents:

1) The pilot of a Shorthorn with over 7 hours
experience seriously damaged the undercarriage
on landing. He had failed to land at as fast a
speed as possible, as recommended in the
Aviation Pocket Handbook

2) A B.E.2 stalled and crashed during an artillery
exercise. The pilot had been struck on the head
by the semaphore of his observer who was
signalling to the gunners.

3) Another pilot in a B.E.2 failed to get airborne.
By error of judgment he was attempting to fly at
mid-day instead of during the recommended best
lift periods, i.e., just after dawn and just before
sunset.

4) A Longhorn pilot lost control and crashed in a
bog near Chipping Sodbury. An error of skill on
the part of the pilot in not being able to control
a machine with a wide speed band of 10 mph
between top speed and stalling speed.
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5) Whilst low flying in a Shorthorn, the pilot
crashed into the top deck of a horse drawn bus,
near Stonehenge.

6) A B.E.2 pilot was seen to be attempting a

banked turn at a constant height before he
crashed. A grave error by an experienced aviator.

Unavoidable Accidents

There were 29 unavoidable accidents, including

these:

+ The top wing of a Camel fell off due to fatigue
failure of the flying wires. A successful
emergency landing was carried out.

+ Sixteen B.E.2s and 9 Shorthorns had complete
engine failures. A marked improvement over
November's figures.

+ Pigeons destroyed a Camel and two Longhorns
after mid-air strikes.

Cost of Accidents

Accidents during the last three months of 1917
cost £317/10/6 - money down the drain and
sufficient to buy new gaiters and spurs for each
and every pilot and observer in the Service.

SOURCE: General Aviation News March 4, 1974
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from the
bowels of Box
Hill Town Hall

URING the first lockdown Whitehorse City
D Council’s Senior Arts Officer, Jacquie Nichols-

Reeves, discovered a collection of seven framed
photographs of early Nunawading, Blackburn and Vermont
whilst going through old items stored in the basement of
the Box Hill Town Hall.

She left the pictures with the Box Hill Historical
Society, who kindly offered the pictures to us as they
were prints from photos held in our Collection.

Six of the prints are framed in the same way, purplish
mat, carved “rosewood’” frames (maybe just a reddish
stain) and stylish cursive handwritten descriptions under
the image. The seventh framed photo has a much plainer
frame, an oft-white mat and the description is typed.

It is somewhat of a mystery how long these items have been
residing in the town hall basement as none of our current
members have any recollection of this collection.

Should anyone have more information as to when and
where the photos were framed and displayed we would love
to hear from you.

Kathy Innes and Richard Conn
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Where waj | when . . .

chance remark in the Wednesday work group
A"keep in touch" emails throughout lockdown,

generated a flood of memories that touched on
where each of us was , and what we were doing, at pivotal
times in recent history. The suggestion was made that we
share these in the newsletter, and such was the response
that it would be impossible to deal with them all in one
issue; so here is Installment One. Each issue an event
will be selected, with people's recollections of their own
situation at the time. Enjoy!

Because of its recent anniversary, the first event is VP
DAY in 1945, and Yvonne's memories.

In New Zealand on VP day. For some reason I had
missed the school bus and had to catch the one and only
commercial public bus instead. To explain, I lived in the
country — 10 miles from the town where my high school
was situated. A school bus started its route a further 10
or so miles along the coast from town. It collected only
high school pupils each morning and delivered us home
in the afternoon. (My pick-up and drop-off times were
approximately 8am and 4pm.) The only other bus on
this route, a public one, passed my home about 10am. I
arrived at school about an hour or so later; only to hear
the announcement that peace had been declared and we
could all go home! I can only suppose that the school bus
collected us to take us home. I do not recall any specific
emotions, except that my brother and my four uncles
would be coming home.

Rob Innes also remembers the end of World War II:

[I remember] at 6 years of age watching a 4-engine bomber
dropping leaflets all over town. My reading capabilities/
comprehension qualities not being at their greatest, I took
one into my mother, who told me the war had ended.

Rob and Yvonne both recall
the sense of relaxation that
expressed itself in post-war
fashion circa 1947:

(Rob): The NEW LOOK came
out; hems came up to the knee
(officially) but they began to go
higher . ..

(Yvonne): The new look,
peplums, restricted waists, high
heels — Rob, I remember those
aspects more than the hemline!
Ah, youthful acceptance . . .

More memories next newsletter.

Whitehorse Historical Society Newsletter



(Cambei*well, Surrey Hills and Box Hill News.)

THE |

CIRCULATING IN BOX HILL, SURREY HU.LS, CANTERBURY, BALWYN, CAMBERWELL, DONCASTER, BURWDOD BLACKBURN, HITGHAM AND RINGWOOD
FERN TREE GUL'Y, BAYSWATER CROYDON, MOOROOLBARK, VERMONT, EMERALD, SCORESBY, SASSAFRAS, TALLY HO, BLACK RLAT, &c.

VOL. XI1I. NO 13 FRIDAY OCTOBER 11, 1901 ONE PENNY.
FQE oo e\~¢~boho-t«n-.-c+o~.-o-l-0+
e * “Please, ob, T should like nothing bet- “Friends—aye, 183t wWo were; from
a TI.IE SOLDIER o | ter™ I answered, seatisg myself and | onr schooloy daya we Tere chows.
-é- 3 looking on contentedly, while my new | When Ralph was sent 10 e LCrimenn
.g. o friend went to work with a long palr | war, I threw everytiing 1o tﬂnﬂs‘

The Story of His Mlgnnneﬁas. $ | of rusty scissore. enlisted i his regimicot and went, too,
:!: 3 o His face interested me, straéngels, [ and we fouzlit [n viony a fierce hattlo -
0N ROPI FON SO L OGO OOt O none the less when I noticed that the | togetber.

One dreniny, dvowsy aftecnoon to-
ward the end of June, having nothiog
pacticular to do, I sauatered Iu the
diresilon of tbe Chelses College gar
denr,  This shady ilttle nook bolds the
home of seme of our old saldiers. Thero
they snt, in solemn rows of fours aod
fives, en the wooden bepches In the
conl, ,.reen avenue, dreaming away
the o summer afiernoon, while they
wur)-ma the children at play on the
grass before them,

A great longing ecame over wmo to
iearn somecthivg of thelr lives.

1If T could come acrosa one alone, I
thouzht, there night be a chance of it
So, with n lingering, backward look at
the oXl fellows, I walked ou until I
came to o more secluded part of the
gandens, wiere the peasioners cuil-
vated little plota of ground and sold
flowers and ferns to the murzes and
children, the proceeds of which on-
abled threm to hay tobacco annd rom
aod otter smaill luxuries.

It Lnod beeb intengely hot, but now
a refreshitz breege was tossthg the
1llac ond laborpuin trees, and jo the
ool of tho :uy the ol men swwere all
tard at welk, waterlog, weediog npd
rakinz \"-'w while they smoked and
changed opinlons ns to thuir respective
nurserics,

Crossing the gvavel path, T ecame
upon a bod composed cnttrely of mig-
nonctte. Its fragrance was deolizht-
ful, and I paused & moment te cnjoy
the scent.

This littde garden excited my cuclos-
ity, and I lcoked with fnterest at the
ganlecer. His face was thin and lined,
with an expression of setiled melan.
choly on {t, but there was somethieg in
the Jarge, dark eyes and sensitive
moeuth tant tock my faney.

“Here Is an opportunity.” 1 thought.
“He looks like o nice, approtchabie
old mian and, I dare say, would be glad
to Lhave o chat™

At that moment, as if by some sod-
den transition of mind, he glanced up
and fixed his speaking orbs on me.

“YWhat Tovely mignooette!” X es«
claimed by way of openlsg fire.

He smiled, but #t wos such a sad
emile I wished he hadn't. It somchow
made me feel sick and 5oITY.

“Let me cut you some, madem,” he

Victoria eross adorned his breast. How
could [ get him to talk?’

“Aay I ask why you coltivate only
one flower? I ingulred, with sudden
inspiration.

e looked at me again in that Intense
way of his for at least a2 minute withe
out speaking, then sald irrelevantly:

'd‘YPu bave a good, kiod mec. lady,

Hc paused.

“Thank you for saring so” I rejoin-
ed. somewhat tamely, feellng bamed
and wondering what wzs coming next.

“You asked me just now why I only
grew ooe flower. I will tell you if yoa
care to listen.”

“Yes,” I replied eagerly; *“T am all at-
tention.”

“It happened so long vgo, yet it seems
only Uke yesterday. Mignon, Mignon!
he balf murmared to bimself,

I coughed softly to retalnd hilm of iny,
presence.

“Lady, did you ever love any one
very dearly? be psked abruptly.

“Have 17" I retoreed, somewhat taks
cz aback by thls unexpecied question.
“Well, yes, { Lave been fond of several
people I bave met at diferent thuoes of
my iife” was my discreet vejolnder,

“Those two were the only ones I
cared for in this world—Mignon and
Ralph Stanpley.”

“NWhe was Mignon?” I queried gon
tly, for the old man's face was full ot
emontion when Lie spoke lier nome.

“I always called Lier Miznon and so
did be,” he continued, withiout heeding
me: “the name suited her so well. She
Y. never without g slip of thiz"—
touching the towers in y lap—*iu her
Lelt or gown. She had a passion for
miznenctte. That Is why we ecalled
ber Migoon, ard she was as sweet as
e dower itself, with her bluebell cyes
aod net brown balc™ .

“¥Who was thia cther® I Tenm"ed to
ask after & pause, | b

Azaln the velerap scemod to forget
my existence as he sighed :md ‘said
mnesingiys

“To think that I mpever gucssed ft
And they were such 2 bouny pair too.
fhe conld not Lelp loving bim, the gen-
fal. hanmdsome laddie. Men and otiicers
:!mm o our reg!m-:mt simpiy adpred

m.”

“He served wlth you. then?'

“Yes, but I was onlr . the ranks

*

Itut one thouzht Eept us op
through all—dcar litile Mignon, the
wicar's doaghier. Ah, whiat happy old
times they were at the vicarogae!
“Migpon was aon onby cluld: ber
ther, our coach, inlal's and wmine.
Wihat mervy Hule wn pariics woe bad
—Just we four. e seent of inignonctie
everywhere., 'The giaoden, the whadows
and the reoms of 1he old oo wure
full of it—usiznenetic, all mimoneitel”
Aty mlance woimlpred to the fovers
bloomies et my Teat 1% I trled to pic-
tore the HiGe seeoe pot IH.L'.!-L uie,
“And Rualph loved 3‘14‘.&1011 as woll

as 1" he porsoed, “though neilver of
us koew thwe other's seerct. Wull
thoge boppy dars came to an end,
TomnrEmpley leftas W stedy for the
aviay, while 1 remalucd te stagnate o
wy fathel’s office in town.

. Yilow I ouvicd Lalph's luck! Net
that 1 zrude-d m any soad thing, but
ey lot fin Lo @i eeem bhard In ecome
rochoa to bl As the time passed my
resilessness and dlacenteut ereased.
Dezplte tay attachment to Mizuon, my
huudenn, monotohous existence wne
s hateful to me. &Ko, when the war
broke ocont awl Ralph was ordered
avroad. T made up noy nind to go, too,
tn the raohs of the same reghinent.
Iicre wns an apportuuity not to be lost
of leading & wore gloricus life—to {ight
for my coustry, my people and for
tie love ef "ol Englaad!

“Iiew 1 dreamed of the home coming
after tho work waz done! Death had
ne place In my mind. How I antici-
pated the mceting with Migonon with
the love tizht that J—oor fool—Imags
Jued ste felt for me ghining in ber soft
Dive vyea. I thouzh 1 would pour out
my hoart and tell ber I bad come back
to c'aim Ler, vever to part any more.
Al 1€ 1 Lad byt known!”?

l’w smiled agnin in his melancholy

¥ nnd continued:

"‘mw it I bad only Xnown that she
caratl for Ralph 1 should bave been
spar..d maoy & heartache in after
years.!

The old soldier gazed abstractedly at
bis mirnopette and doubtless lived
over #z2in that memorable campalpn,
while 1 wondered if the cross on his
breast Lad anything to do with his

fa-

sald gravely. *I will in 8 moment, 12 | while e Leld a commaission.” blstory. He answered my glance.
You can walit.” “Yet you were friepds® Continued on page 6
Page 5 Whitehorse Historical Society Newsletter




From The Reporter

continued Meetings are held at the Schwerkolt Cottage and

“I ari voming to that now, lady. One Museum Complex
bitter November niglt. or rather meorn-
izz, we awo%se to find the cnemy bear-

ing down on ©s in overwhelming num- -

bers i;lefom our camp e msfj ke 'll;t Annual General Meeting
men, however, soon roused and fouzh

shoulder to shoulder amid the rear and 1pm Saturday, 3 October 2020
din of cannon, which maddencd nlite

ipen and bmst: After awhile T beeame on ZOOM

consciousd only of omn thinw-a figare
a few svards ahead of me lightleg for
dear life. I can sce the look on his
face now! It was transfigored, shin-
fng +with dauntless courage that

guailled vot before the onslaught of
the Eadfss, .1 Jlbrce. 0z 0t e 2020 WORKING BEES
‘ment, Ralph lved Ia every filver of his 2 O 2 O WO R K I N G B E E S

being. Kie gloried in a fight—bno one
more. He was surrounded and cut off

from the rest of us by six or seven of

the cnemy donble his size. Suddenly NOTIFICATION
he staggered and fcll. Then 1 (oung -
myself struggling and crushing throug

countless forms and bmndlstl;lng steel All future General
until I renched the stricken fgure. Meetings and
There he 2y, =0 white and still, with -

his brave young face upturned to the wOrklng Bees are
lenden sky. Ay arms went instinctive- .

ly round him, sbd as I turned and suspended owing to
faced (he lot of them—perbhaps it was .
faney—but & change seemod to come the Corona vlrus .
into their eager, glittering eyes as they

fovoluntarily fell back a puace or two. = -

It was only for a moment. They again We will prOVIde
pressed forwmrd, and no dounbt the

pair of us would have been quickly cut updates as the

into mlacemest but for an unexpected - -

diversion created Just then by the ar- situation develops.

rival of the Enniskillen dragoons. With
thelr aid the Russians swere completely

routed, and In the confuslon of their
retreat and fiight X managed to carry OUR COMMITTEE
Ralph safely back to camp.”

“And you escaped unwounded?!
“No, unluckily, Iady, 1 received fome

¥ery bad cuts on my head and back, s L _ _ .
i ot b e AT Vicki Jones Evans_ Pres@ent
from tlie army as belng unfit for active Peter McPhee — Vice President
gervice. When J had somewhat recov- Kathy Innes — Secretary

ered, Ralph told me that AMigoon bad

promised to become his wife, and six
monlhs later they were married.”

Eddie Tan — Treasurer

“Did Mignon ever know tbat rou car- Committee Members
ed for her?’ I agked rather boskily.

*Yes; many years after, when they Margaret Graham Rob Innes
caroe to sce me bere, I think, as they Harley Hall Pat Richardson
carricd away some of my miznonette, . .
they both guessed it for the first Ume.” Judith Hall Chris Gray

A Dell near by clanged out the tea
hour as he finished speaking, so, with
a close ciasp of the hand, my old wan

&nd 1 narl::hd.—Chlcago Herald. | STATISTICS

Station Timber Yards & Saw Mills,

White Horse Road and Main Street, -
BOX HILL, Photographs catalogued 4343
Artefacts catalogued - 5000
P. BIR D’ Documents catalogued - 7691
TIMBER MERCHANT, .
Has on Sale:— Museum visitors June—July - N/A
Flooring, Lining, Weatherboards, Hardwood, Red Gum, Palings, Posts ant
Rails, Skirting, l(onhh:‘g‘ Doors, B“uhu Glass, WhuaL:i Oils, Lath: .
Timberpount b sl aivere o ook ton of Siar.” !] Facebook New Page ‘likes’ to date 949
Softwood and Hardwood under cover.
P.8.—NO CONNECTION WITH ANYONE ELSE WHATEVER.
Page 6 Whitehorse Historical Society Newsletter
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The 2020 Annual General Meeting of the Whitehorse Historical Society will
e held on Zoom due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, commencing at Tpm on
Saturday, 3 October 2020

AGENDA

Welcome & Apologies
Minutes of Previous Annual General Meeting 17 August 2019
Business Arising from previous minutes
President’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Presentation of Annual Statement
Auditor’s Report
Appointment of Auditor for 2020-2021
Determination of Annual Membership fees
7. General Business
Election of Officers and Ordinary Members of the Executive Committee
Nominations are called for the positions of:
* President
* Vice President
« Secretary/Public Officer
» Treasurer
* Ordinary Members of the Committee (7)
8. Close of Annual General Meeting

aobhwbd=

o

Please advise apologies to Secretary Kathy Innes 0409 230 058

oooooooo 4

Whitehorse Historical Society Inc. AGM 2020
Nomination Form

As a financial member of the Whitehorse Historical Society |,
Accept nomination for the position of:-

Q President
Q Vice President
Q Secretary
Q) Treasurer

Q Ordinary Committee Member (7 positions)

Signature Date

Nominated by:- (name) Signature
(Financial Member of WHS)

Seconded by:- (name) Signature
(Financial Member of WHS)

o Please note all nominations must be signed by two financial members of the WHS and have the consent
of the candidate e As per the Constitution, Clause 22 (6) A candidate may only nominate for one office, or
as an ordinary member of the Committee ¢ The completed nomination form must be received by the WHS
Secretary seven days prior to the Annual General Meeting to be held on Saturday 3 October 2020.
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WHS Committee Contacts Newsletter Team

Melway Ref. 49 D7

’X’ﬂ Mullum Valley Circuit Walk

President Chris Qray
Vicki Jones-Evans Wendy Standfield

9873 3383 WHS website
Vice-President whitehorsehistory.org.au
Peter McPhee facebook.com/whitehorsehistory
Secretary _ _ .Emall
Kathy Innes whitehorsehistory@hotmail.com
Treasurer Postal Address
Eddie Tan P.O. Box 272
. MITCHAM Vic 3132
Local History Room (03) 9873 4946 ' tE
Rear Museum Building White Horss  mog
Schwerkolt Complex 1Ty e
2 — 10 Deep Creek Road, Mitcham | 500 m |

" ‘ YARRAN DHERAN

Copy Deadline for next WHS Newsletter: Wednesday, 4 November 2020

The Whitehorse Historical Society Inc.
Mission Statement & Acknowledgement of Country

m “The purpose of the Society is to foster historical interest and knowledge. To collect, document,
research, preserve and exhibit items that show how people have lived and worked in the City of
. Whitehorse area.”
accredited
museum “In the spirit of reconciliation, Whitehorse Historical Society Inc. acknowledges the Wurundjeri people
as the traditional owners of the land now known as the City of Whitehorse, and pays respect to its elders past
and present.”
CITY OF REMEMBER The Whitehorse
] . ] . Historical Society, Inc.
Whltehors? Historical S?aety acknowledges the
) 11(5(;?[ Hlstozrgowlleﬁ‘t/u:ln . support of the
pen 10.30 a.m. to 2.30 p.m. Wednesdays. City of Whitehorse.
Visitors welcome.
Ring 9873 4946 for an appointment at other times.
i — Box Hill Cemetery Records &
Nunawading Gazette for 1964-1974
WHITEHORSE available on microfiche for research.
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