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There is a geological history of Heathmont. Almost all of this story is before recorded history. lt includes maturely dissected hilly terrains of Lower Palaeozoic and some Devonian sedimentary rocks. On a south–north perspective there are the hills of Heathmont, the more level areas of Ringwood, then the hills of North Ringwood and Loughnans. West to east is the Mitcham ridge then down to Heatherdale and up to the Wicklow Ridge – and the “mont.” This geology is fundamental to an understanding of Heathmont’s history, for it affects all else – climate, biology and geography. The local altitudes vary from 87 to 168 metres AMSL, with the station, shopping strip and main orchards being in the 120 to 150 range (map 4). Eastern areas under 100, near Wantirna Road, were farmed for vegetables rather for fruit. Any geological description of Heathmont also includes reference to its southern boundary, Dandenong Creek, which attracted the Wurundjeri First Peoples. Overall, It was the hills which attracted sufficient rainfall for the orchardists and eventually the suburban home-owners, and were uninviting to industrial development, and so determined that modern Heathmont is a residential suburb. 
There is also a climatic history of Heathmont. Climate change is, of course, very much in the current news, with the established view that whatever normal evolutionary changes are happening are very much intensified by modern human lifestyles. For the orchard history of Heathmont, the most important climate details are its temperatures and rainfall. As could be expected from latitude at 38 degrees south, temperatures are mild and not tropical – Heathmont orchards do not produce oranges or pineapples! Also, snowfalls are very rare. Throughout the year the average daily maximum temperature, month by month, is 27,24,24,2O,16,13,12,13,16,2O,22,24 degrees and for nights 14,14,13,1O,8,6,6,6,7,8,1O,11. These are excellent for apples and other fruits. Rainfall figures have this same moderate characteristic, with the hills encouraging higher totals than in many other Melbourne districts. Monthly average totals are 8O,8O,76,72,9O, 82,78,107,106,109,103,89 – rain every month with a useful Spring bonus. 
There is also a biological history of Heathmont. It includes a range of natural flora and fauna, and features mixed eucalypt forest areas, mainly of Stringybark, with medium dense canopies and undergrowth of an extensive variety of indigenous plants, including the “heath.” and many bird species. Our biological characteristics had great meaning for the indigenous First Peoples and were also important for the land-clearing pioneer orchardists, for they meant that the natural vegetation could be cleared (if often with sweat and a trewhella jack!) and the wood sold to provide income while the orchard trees were young. 
There is also a geographical history of Heathmont. It includes decisions on land use, at a local level dominated by the positioning of the railway and Canterbury Road and the consequent railway station and shopping centre at their intersection. Villages happen at such crossings – Glenferrie, Auburn, Canterbury, Nunawading, Mitcham are among obvious examples. However, the main geographical influence on our orchard history was our proximity to the population centre of Melbourne, and especially its Victoria Market. Certainly the 15 miles (24 km) trip was a challenge – overnight by horse and cart on unmade roads, boggy in winter and dusty in summer, and for many of their needs the orchardists were self-sufficient farmers, but to make a living and sustain a family, a market was needed, and it had to be prompt in times before the widespread use of cool stores and refrigeration. So we have charming accounts of orchardists sleeping for hours with confidence that their horse knew the way, and young children thrilled when allowed to accompany Dad on an excursion to town! 
Also, of course, and including the geography, there is the human history of Heathmont. (indeed in a literal – and fairly pointless — sense, there was no “Heathmont” until humans christened it so in 1923!). Human history is generally narrated as a chronology, often divided into chapters. lf the human story of Heathmont had only two chapters, they would tell the stories of the Indigenous aborigines and the later European settlers. It seems there is no specific evidence of the former being in Heathmont, although we know a group was camping in Bayswater when it was first settled. The nomadic lifestyle of the aborigines is one reason why so little of their culture has physical remains. They were purposely nomadic, responding to landforms, spiritualism, weather and climate and the corresponding availability of food, mainly riparian in the district. 
The second chapter, with its focus on European settlers, can be divided into a number of sections. The first, soon after Melbourne was established in 1835, concerns unnamed explorers and woodcutters, surveyors such as Foot, Bickford and Hodgkinson, who named Ringwood and Lilydale, and possibly also prospectors coming out the extension of Delaney’s Road on the way to seek gold at Woods Point. 
The second section is the establishment of a rural community, 1860ish – 1940s. As throughout Melbourne’s hilly outer eastern suburbs in this era, the farming families in Heathmont mainly developed orchards, but there were also poultry farms, and a few market and flower gardens. Apples generally were the preferred fruit, and pears, peaches, plums, cherries, and especially in Heathmont East, lemons. The farms were spread throughout the district among significant areas of native bush. To the south, going to buy stores and going to schools was to Ringwood, and to the east it was to Bayswater. There was little that was Heathmont apart from sporting teams, especially tennis and football. 
The tale is much the same for many Melbourne districts – rural until the end of WWII, and then altered by the spread of suburban Melbourne. It has been said that the similarity of so many districts means that their histories are boring, repetitive and unimportant. My contrary view is that the similarities reinforce important historical analyses, particularly in regard to the impact of Geology and Geography on History. The woodcutters and the orchards were based on local build, soil and rainfall characteristics, and proximity to the Melbourne markets. Also, road and rail transport routes and uses often reflected the lie of the land and the proximity of population centres. Of course, History can also alter or even disregard the local Geology and Geography: it is this interplay which is fascinating as we think about the story of our community. 
Soon after World War II, Heathmont became suburban. The tale of suburban Heathmont needs a number of sections. I suggest three: Community 1940s–1960s, Comfortable 1960s –1990s, and Challenging in recent years from 1990. 
ln the first two decades of the young suburb, shops, churches, schools, families, doctors, roads and houses were established. Couples set up home, often themselves building the house and laying out the garden. Dads went by train to work, mums pushed prams through mud and dust to the Infant Health Centre. Night times and weekends included fund-raising for community hall, kinder, school, church and sporting club. Soon, neighbourhood children were playing together in the street and the bush. Folk met at the shops, at church, at fetes and tennis and square dancing, and shared attitudes of their outer-suburban life with all its rewards and difficulties. The Heathmont Advancement League was influential and widely supported. The positive pioneering community spirit in the leafy village environment was pervasive. 
By the 1960s, now established, Heathmont was settling into its place as a middle class suburb. Brick houses were predominant, single storey, occupying about half of the building block, with an attractive front garden and a utility back yard. Family life was the norm, with both parents in employment, teenage children attended Aquinas, Ringwood High and Tintern, had part-time jobs, and were expecting to proceed to tertiary education. The Pill encouraged fewer children in the family, allowing mothers to take paid employment and the family to be well-off financially. There were no slums in Heathmont. Lots of sport was played at weekends, a factor in the dramatic decline of church attendance. Junior sport became available, helped by oval lights and indoor facilities. Most residents were native-born, but New Australians, all from Europe, were welcomed. The Canterbury Road shopping centre flourished, but the hardware store and drapery were soon to be beaten by the supermarkets elsewhere. At a government level, Heathmont was part of the new City of Ringwood in 1960. Liberal candidates were elected at State and Federal levels, but as the two parties became closer in practice, seeking the support of the dominant middle class, Heathmont became a swinging seat. ln general, life was comfortable, with its regular pattern enriched by the annual holiday in caravan, tent or beach house at Rosebud, sometimes to Surfers, not yet to Bali. Heathmont streetscapes were attractive, most houses were occupied by a family with three TVs and two cars, folk were neighbourly and pleased to be living in a village community. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Heathmont branch of the State Bank closed in 1990, the last of four garages closed in 1994, the Primary School in 1996, the hardware shop in 1997, and the last of three milk bars in 1998. In 1994 the City of Ringwood was replaced by the City of Maroondah. These events suggest a good case can be made for the 1990s marking a significant new section in the story of Heathmont. This viewpoint is strengthened when we add some positives, especially because they reflect the growing concern with the environment: Friends of FJC Rogers Reserve was formed in 1992, Heathmont Bushlinks in 1994, and First Friends of Dandenong Creek in 1999. Of course lifestyle changes are generally evolutionary rather than dramatic, but suburban lifestyles have had some very significant changes in recent decades. Indeed, the introduction of increased technology, particularly mobile phones, can be considered dramatic. Screens, coffee, Sunday sport and shopping, takeaway foods, eating out, increased affluence, teenage independence, online shopping, bottled water, girls’ sport, Chinese ownership, casual dress, gaming, retirement villages, childcare centres, pools, shopping centres, EFTPOS, Asian shopkeepers, children driven to and from school, urban consolidation, computers, remotes, solar heating, two storeys, decking, social media, Eastlink trucks, disappearing backyards, tattoos, online banking . . . How can this section possibly be described as “challenging” seems at first to be a very legitimate question. But there are some clear answers, even before COVlD and Ukraine. On an individual level, family breakdowns, peer pressure, drugs, and our materialist society present challenges. More choices often mean more pressures. Daily we hear of increased cost of living, and the need for Wellness activities to counter mental illnesses. 
On a community level, an increasing number of residents do not know their neighbours, and with online shopping and the remote opening the garages of units and town houses, do not even see their neighbours! Most houses sell for a million dollars, precluding the young marrieds (or partnered!) and altering the local demographic pattern. Fund–raising fetes have disappeared, as have CWA, Red Cross, church congregations and Sunday Schools. Scouts, Guides, Probus, Traders’ Associations and Lions Club all struggle for numbers. Sport prospers, butlarge indoor stadiums attract teams from afar, and players and spectators enjoy the games rather than membership of the committees. Since 2020, there is no local newspaper. A 2022 protest meeting against the development of the open space near the station attracted 30 people. ln the Community Kindergarten/Hall in 1960 at the protest meeting about the same issue there were “180 seated, 40 standing, and 60 more listening from outside.” indeed it is this lack of commitment and membership which is the Heathmont community’s challenge. Will it be able to retain its village ambience, and its sense of individuality and civic pride’? The challenge is for individuals, the community and society to retain the fresh optimism that was very much the mark of early suburban Heathmont. This is the contemporary challenge for many similar suburbs –– sociologists refer to them (and us) as “dormitory suburbs” where people have a home for eating and sleeping, but go elsewhere for employment, and often for entertainment, education, shopping and sport. Th glues of church and fund–raising have dried up, the mums are at work, screens prevail, and a sense of community declines. 
What then of the future? It is hard to be positive – but perhaps harder to be negative! Box Hill won’t come to Heathmont, but there will be more multi–storey developments. Eastlink means B–doubles and triples will still belt through until there is a major bridge accident. National and international trends will be influential in technology, inflation and warfare. The stresses of modern life may well increase. Yet the very identification of them may help, so that the Wellness, Positive Education, Gender Equality, Sustainability, Indigenous Rights, and Climate Control movements should be beneficial. Meanwhile, despite all its car parking woes, the shopping centre looks secure, there are a host of sporting amenities, and the standard of living of most Heathmont folk looks likely to remain at least of average Western society quality for some, and well above average for many. Perhaps the movement to retain the station’s village green, the greater awareness of our many Reserves such as Uambi, and the Heathmont Hundred celebrations will be forces which encourage Community to prosper and prevail. I hope so. lt is an aim of the Heathmont History Group. 
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