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No, I am talking about Germany. But as a result of that I had an interruption of my
schooling, there were quite a few along the line. So I started a bricklaying apprenticeship
and so I had done about one and a half years of that. ..

In Germany?

In Germany. I then... things had improved. I went back to school, caught up, one year
behind, I lost one year then in the process, caught up, was there for half a year. This time
it was at Donaueschingen when the advice came that we were accepted to Australia. So,
because I did not have any trade I was classified as a labourer. But when we went to
Adelaide my father said: “Look here, work as a bricklayer.” So I started as a bricklayer
on a building site. Well, I was given full wages. Within about a week the foreman came
back very apologetically: “You realise you are not working as fast as the others, we’ll
have to reduce your wages. It was still quite a good wage, which I can’t remember now...
he took back about two pounds. I was there until ... well, I had started in early February,
I 'think, and worked there until about Easter. Then the weather changed, also in the
meantime I had enrolled at the Technical Correspondence School to complete my
Leaving, that’s the South Australian Leaving Certificate, by correspondence and then [
was looking for a change of job and I answered an advertisement for a cleaner/handyman
at one of the big motor businesses in the city of Adelaide which was very lucky because
people there they all had what in sociolinguistics we would call ... jt escapes me...
well, anyway, this type of accent is closer to the British accent. I think that was very
important also, because many others .. that is very skilled people ended up with the
wrong sociolect and suffered as a result of it.

Can I go back just a little bit. How difficult was the language? Could you speak
English?

Okay, that’s a good question, too. At some stage my mother had subscribed to a course
“English by Correspondence”. She found that she was too busy to do it and she said:
“Why don’t you do it?” And I did it and then of course when I went back to school, to
Donaueschingen for a half year, I dropped ancient Greek in favour of English. On the
ship we had English lessons which I did attend, while some of the others didn’t, couldn’t
care less. Of course I also learned modern Greek because I was playing backgammon
with the Greeks that had joined in Port Said. (Ha,ha,ha). So, I mean being handy with
languages comes in handy. No, I didn’t have any major problems as far as language is
concerned. Obviously I had to enlarge my vocabulary and studying for the Leaving I had
to learn... Tknew the Latin but I had to learn the English equivalent. Now for words like
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ground there. I spent two years up at the University of Queensland, in the meantime, I
taught an adult education course in German, in addition to my university work, and then
there was an advertisement I had seen for a position in linguistics at Monash, and I
thought what chances will I have? I would have let it slip by, except that the Director of
the Institute of Modern Languages, which is the adult education outfit, dropped a copy of
it in my pigeonhole. Maybe I should do something about it, and instead of my great long
extensive CV, I just sent a one-page resume, listing what I had, and then the reply came
back, we're going to keep your application; that's a polite way of saying , you know, and
I thought no more about it. I was in the process of helping a couple of Swiss friends of
mine, to help the wife to get into an English course, I was on the phone and the
switchboard interrupted me, "Melbourne calling, will you take the call", so I said to the
education officer, I'll get back to you, I'd better take that call, "we've decided to offer you
the position, are you ready to come"! So I said, I'm committed to teach the German
course over the summer holidays, as soon as it's finished, I'll be down.

So that was...

That was 72, so that's when I came to Melbourne.

I see, and where did you live?

The first year I had a flat in Armadale, the next year, my head of department went on
study leave and we came to some arrangement, I was house-sitting, that was in Glen
Waverley, and then of course, as it was getting close to him coming back, I had to look
for something else, then I bought a small place in Clayton South.

You were still unattached at that stage?

Yes, that was to come later, in fact during one of my study leave excursions, the first time
I went to America, something called a Linguistics Institute, a course of lectures and

1 1. 1. _ T A . _ L A ___



more time together, and then we commuted for the next two years, every six months, one
of us would go one way or another, and then after two years, we then got married in
Hong Kong, spent the honeymoon in Malaysia, back to Hong Kong where she was
teaching at the Polytechnic, teaching communication, English is her dominant language
and I went back to Melbourne and the question was how soon would we come and live ’
together, and then in 79-80, I went on study leave to Paris, and that's when she joined
me.

Started married life...

Still in Clayton South. It was only about four years later that we sold the other place and
we moved to Mitcham.

That's really what I'm driving at, it took a long way to get to Mitcham...So Mitcham
which area, what was it like? An established area? '

It was a house that had been built less than 10 years earlier, in an area close to Simpson
Park.

So how did we get involved locally? Of course I was still teaching at Monash then
There must have been an ad in the local paper where they had something, to do Wi'[i‘l an
advisory committee for the local park. And that's how we first got involved, or I in
particular got involved with that advisory committee , which basically tried to feed back
to Council, of course at that stage it was still Nunawading. There was a certain amount
of paperwork, responding to requests, feeding information, we had monthly committee
meetings at Heatherdale Reserve and then we had working bees

So what did you want to achieve there or what was the object?

We wanted to get involved with looking after the local park, making sure that there was
some feedback and to preserve the environment. Nunawading, I don't know about Box
Hill, had a very strong emphasis on the treed environment, in fact, after I came to live
here, I had occasion to go down to Clayton South, and I was really taken aback, no
trees, no foliage, nothing, it struck me like I was moving through the desert. ,

So your dream for Simpson Park was to plant more trees and to have facilities. like a
kiosk, or seats ..

Make sure that the remnant bushland in Somers Trail, Simpson's Park is rather open, it's a
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Well personally, I'm not a theatre goer. So ifI go, I go because my wife wants to go.
There have been a number of occasions over the years when she felt she'd like it and was
quite disappointed. So as far as that is concerned, no. But concerts, yes, MSO concerts
in town. We have come though back from going out at night, we're still subscribing, well
we're subscribing to a couple of concert series that are held during the day at the Iwaki
Centre at Southbank. One of those no longer runs. And there's one series that still runs,
the MSO Chamber Players, these are people that are drawn from within the MSO , but it's
chamber music, small ensemble, because we're really no longer interested in the big guns
type of thing. Then more recently we've discovered the Flinders Quartet, which has got,
at the moment, three concerts in their season. They have either an option at the Iwaki or
at Montsalvat, Monsalvat is much more convenient, so we go to Monsalvat. If there was
something equivalent at Whitehorse, we would probably look at it, but basically it's only
one within other offerings, if you take up the subscription. So we've been picking, we've
been to a couple of concerts that were given here at Nunawading. ..

Did you join say the German Club or the Austrian club?

No, when my retirement gave me the option of following my interests in music, I had
seen an advertisement for a mixed choir at the Tivoli, which is a German club, and [ went
there and at the same time I also, off my own bat, I followed up the Austrian choir,
because we had run into them at one of their concerts, which at the time, was a Christmas
concert which they had given at the Melbourne Town Hall, and I said, I like that choir.
But [ was a bit uncertain whether they would have me. Anyway for about six months, I
went to both. but I found that the type of repertoire that the German one used wasn't
really to my liking, whereas the Austrian, well I'liked it, and I've found the atmosphere
marvellous, and so I've been with them all these years now, I suppose the first time would
have been 98, so it's almost seven years now. Part of it of course, is I spent some of my
teenage years in Munich, from the dialect. I can relate to that.

Have you become an Australian citizen?

Oh yes, way way back. Intially, I said "No, you don't just change like that". I must
admit, when I took out citizenship and it was, well, whenever Hubert Opperman was
Immigration Minister at that time, so you can se¢ that it was a very long time ago, but it
was for rather selfish reasons, I must confess. Because it was a question of whether I
would get the scholarships and that sort of thing. But I've really grown into this, the other
thing is, of course, the Germans were only too glad to get rid of us.  As soon as you take
out another citizenship, it's gone, unlike the Swiss, where if your grandparents are Swiss,
you're still entitled to as long as you pay for the military tax.
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Yes. Politically and also in terms of political attitudes; so that I regret very much. In fact
some of the things I hear when they trot out certain things and they say it's for the
common good, I remember at primary school, in you-know-who's years, there was a big

writing "Gemeinnutz geht vor Eigenhutz” [Common weal has it over individual well-
being]

I can't help, it rings with me, I said look, there it is again. The only other thing, in fact
one of the things which stopped me initially thinking of getting naturalised, was that it
didn't make much sense to me to have the head of the country in the Antipédes. Maybe it
gives some stability to the whole system, but I think it needs some explaining.

Well I think on this note, we can finish now. 1 think you've done a marvellous job, talking
as a migrant in Whitehorse, and I think the Society should be very happy in receiving
your contribution. e




