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A meeting of the friends of Mr Thomas Bury (“Tom Touchstone”) was held at Craig’s 
hotel last night.  Mr Bury is about to take a trip round the world, and the meeting was 
held to suitably recognise his services to the public, especially in connection with his 
writings to The Ballarat Courier.  Councillor Alexander Miller, J.P., occupied the 
chair, and there was a representative gathering.  The chairman, in a very neat 
speech, referred to the services rendered to the public by Mr Bury’s writings and 
otherwise.  His services had been of a most cosmopolitan character, and had been 
of special value in connection with the beautifying of Ballarat by statuary.  Mr M. 
Butterly, M.L.A., thought the testimonial should be such that would be worthy of 
“Tom”, and an honor to Ballarat.  Nobody had taken more interest in the welfare of 
Ballarat than he had done, and his writings had benefited hundreds of people.  
Father Rogers and Mr J. J. Fitzgerald, J.P., spoke in similar terms.  Apologies were 
read from Messrs W. Bentley, W.H. Shaw, J.Hall, F. McGovern, T.W. Purdue, C. 
Barker, and Messrs E. Murphy and J.N. Dunn, M.L.A.  It was then resolved to 
present Mr Bury with a purse of sovereigns, and a sum of over £30 was subscribed 
in the room.  A committee was appointed, consisting of Messrs A. Miller, M. Butterly, 
R. J. McKeeman, T.F. Dowling, M. Reardon, J. Cotter, R. A Thompson, W. 
Chisholm, T. Miller, J.J. Fitzgerald, W. King, and J.P. Daly.  Mr King was appointed 
secretary, and Mr Butterly, M.L.A., treasurer.  The next meeting will be held on 
Tuesday next, at Craig’s hotel.
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The fame of “Tom Touchstone’s” writings has evidently spread abroad, and one of 
the first subscriptions received towards his testimonial prior to his trip round the 
world, was from a resident of Tasmania, who forwarded the amount to Mr Alexander 
Lyle, of Lyle Brothers, tailors, Sturt street, who are on the executive committee.
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“TOM TOUCHSTONE” TESTIMONIAL

A General MEETING of committee and subscribers to above will be held in Craig’s 
Hotel tomorrow evening (Tuesday, 11th March), at eight o’clock.

WILLIAM KING, Hon. Secretary 




