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RIGHT: Stephanie and Claire Richards, of Yandoit,
tried their hand at plaster painting at Daylesford
Rotary Craft Fair on Saturday.

Demons’ bid
for a move
was rejected

Ballarat Football League last week refused
an application for Daylesford Football Club
to transfer to the Maryborough and
Castlemaine District Football League.

Daylesford Football Club representatives on Tues-
day waited for their application to transfer to be
considered by the Ballarat league’s board.

The board refused the application on three grounds:

1. The board does not consider the move to be in
the best interests of football in the Ballarat region.

2. The board considers the Daylesford Football
Club has problems that stem further than the com-
petition in which it plays and that a change of league
may not necessarily see those problems resolved.

3. The board will be raising this issue with the
Victorian Country Football League with a view to
having a VCFL investigation into the Daylesford-
Hepburn Springs region. :

“The board discussed a previous resolution .of the
VCFL that recommended a merger between the
Daylesford and Hepburn Footbatt-€lubs-take place-
and that the situation in the region would continue
to be monitored,” Ballarat league’s general man-
ager Jamie Page reported.

“It was suggested that the situation had deterio-
rated substantially and the VCFL must now act and
enforce a resolution that is best for football in the
Ballarat region.

“The Ballarat Football League seeks the best pos-
sible outcome for football in the region as a whole
and is taking a broader position than one club.”

Daylesford Football Club decided to “battle on”

Continued Page 3.

discover the difference...

It is with pleasure that we announce the opening of
Daylesford Getaways.— a professional booking service
" providing property owners and guests with an
‘unparaliefed level of customer service and specialising
in complete getaway packages and expansion of the
midweek trade to the region. We would like to take this
opportunity to thank the many local contractors and
suppliers for their fantastic support and efforts in helping
us achieve our goal in opening for Easter,

Due to an enormous level of response to our initial
marketing campaign, we are urgently seeking new
properties to add to our portfolio for both the holiday and
conference/corporate market. ;

For a confidential discussion on marketing your holiday
rental property, call Sarah Lang today.
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Shire

Hepburn Council has been ordered to totally rewrite its 1997 shire
planning scheme after a State Government panel and review com-
mittee condemned the scheme during a review last year.

The panel described
council’s efforts as “fa-
tally flawed” and criti-
cised council for reject-
ing several “insightful”
public submissions to the
scheme.

It told council it must
completely review and
rewrite the scheme and
municipal statement so
it “would bear almost no
resemblance to the ex-

.

isting document”.

Blame for the debarcle
lies not only with coun-
cil, but with the State
Government which “ex-
acerbated the problem”
by bringing forward the
date by which councils
were required to exhibit
their new format plan-
ning schemes.

“Hepburn therefore
rushed to meet this dead-
line without having com-
pleted its Land Use and
Development Strategy,”
said the panel.

“The situation eventu-

ated because of limited
council resources which
resulted in the decision
to prepare the new
scheme and accompany-
ing maps in-house.”
Hepburn Council’s
chief executive officer
Victor Szwed said the
government did not
come up with the guide-
lines for the scheme un-
til after the panel made
recommendations to
change the guidelines.

“Our first attempt had
been passed by the State
Department of Infra-
structure before it was
exhibited,” said Victor
Szwed.

“The panel had some
concerns and made sev-
eral of recommendations
and suggested changes.

“The consultants we
have now employed to
rewrite the scheme, mu-

nicipal statement and

prepare a land use strat-
egy, will take into ac-

count the panel’s com-
ments,” he added.

In a summary of the
many problems with the
scheme, the panel said
the scheme contained no
local policies.

“The planning scheme
maps contained impor-
tant omissions and were
in significant parts illeg-
ible.

“There are few, if any,
linkages between the vi-
sion statement in the
municipal statement to
the objectives, stategies
and controls.

“Significant policies
and controls that are cur-
rently in place have been
omitted with no strate-
gic justificiation.

“Council has ignored
the panel’s reports on
Amendments L6 and

_L15 to the Daylesford

and Glenlyon Planning

5.

- Continued Page

Suede

Jackets

soft to
the touch

Phone 5348 3384
Shop 9, 11 Howe St, Daylesford

Telephone: (03) 5348 1028, 5348 1435, 5345 2698.  Fax: 5345 1053

planning scheme
‘fatally flawed’

- panel

INVESTMENT
DEPOSITS
» oW

"Vo _ _.vc\.-

*ABSOLUTELY NO FEES
*INTEREST CALCULATED DAILY

Applications via our approved prospectus.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Apply to:

WEBSTER
INVESTMENTS LIMITED

ACN 004 651 576 Licenced under the Corporations Law
at BAIRD & MCGREGOR
56 Vincent St. DAYLESFORD

Tel: (03) 5348 2225




Scheme and the new
scheme contains controls
which are contrary to
Ministerial direction
and, indeed, to accepted
town planning princi-
pals,” the panel added.

“The English in the
municipal strategic state-
ment is not of a standard
normally found in statu-
tory documents and for
this reason alone, will
require a substantial re-
write.

“At a minimum, the
statement should be a
clear and concise state-
ment of key land use and
development issues and
directions.

“It should also provide
the rationale for the ap-
plication of zones and
overlays and involve the
community in its devel-
opment.

“It is the panel’s view
that the statement exhib-
ited does very little to
advance the planning
objectives for Victoria.

“It does not meet mini-
mum requirements.

““The introduction does
not identify any particu-
lar issues of challenges
and lists 1991 census in-
formation.

“There is no analysis
of this information, nor
do the figures show any
trends and nor do they
allow for any compari-
sons with other areas.

“This section fails to
mention the natural min-
eral springs, which are
the most significant in
Victoria and possibly
Australia.

“The ommission is sur-
prising in the view of
council’s advice to the
panel that the springs are
the shire’s most impor-
tant asset and if they are
not properly protected
the shire would suffer ir-
reparable damage.

“It is noteworthy that
the only mention of this
asset in the whole state-
ment is one of the objec-
tives in the key issue of
the tourism section.

“The objective states
this asset should be capi-
talised upon, while the
landscape character of
the area in the vicinity
should be protected.

“There are no strate-
gies to achieve this ob-
jective and no objectives
or strategies to identify
or protect the resource.

“The overall statement
is not assisted by con-
taining two visions - each
slightly different.

“It is necessary the
statement demonstrates
how it will contribute to
the corporate vision - it
is simply not enough to
state that it does.

“In the strategic land
use statement, the panel
has several major con-
cerns with the format,
structure and context.

“The nine key issues
identified - transport and
mobility, residential and
urban growth, industry,
business, retail and com-
mercial, concervation
and heritage, tourism,
agriculture, horticulture
and forestry, fire hazard
mapping, water catch-
ment and mineral and
stone licence areas - are
confusing.

“The issues identified
overlap and clarity could
be improved.

“Mineral and stone li-
cense areas are difficult
to recognise as a key is-
sue - there were only
three persons in the shire
employed by the mining
industries in 1996 -
hardly indicating a key
issue.

“Each of the nine key
issues incorporates a
map - the purpose of
which in many cases is
not clear.

“For instance, the map
accompanying the trans-
port and mobility section
simply identifies the
main and secondary
roads and this identifi-
cation does not achieve
any particular purpose.

“The water catchment
map identifies the whole
shire is covered by wa-
ter supply catchments.

“The map names and
locates the various catch-
ments, but does not
distiguish between the
various types - for ex-
ample, those that are for
domestic water use.

“The only purpose of
the map is to show that
all of the shire is within
a catchment area - this
could easily be achieved
by a single sentence.

“The mineral and stone
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resource map appears to
signify the licensed min-
ing exploration areas -
however, the map is un-
intelligible and it appears
to serve no useful pur-
pose.

“The expression of ob-
jectives and strategies
identified under each key
issue are of serious con-
cern.

“The objectives are
generally of very little
use and many others are
of such a general nature
that they add nothing to
the statement.

* “Others have no strate-
gies for implementation.

mention of this issue in-
the municipal strategic
statement and made no
policies or other attempts
to address this issue.

“The council further
explained that the areas
to be zoned rural living
responded to a demand
for small rural holdings
to be used for boutique
type farm operations.

“In response to these
criteria, the panel is of
the view there should be
no new areas zoned ru-
ral living until council
has properly assessed
these proposals.

“The council has no

“Planning scheme does
not meet minimum
requirements.”

“The objectives should
indicate what is impor-
tant to be achieved in the
shire and these objec-
tives do not do this.

“The strategies are also
of little value - many are
objectives not strategies.

“Many others have no
indication of any
committment to actually
carry out the necessary
actions, while some are
even contrary to the con-
trol provisions selected.

“A typical example of
this is the statement
‘Identify old and inap-
propriate subdivisions
and, where appropriate,
take action to consoli-
date these for the benefit
of agriculture’.

“No such areas are
identified in the scheme
- clearly some do exist
and instead of taking ac-
tion for the benefit of
agriculture as suggested,
the inappropriate subdi-
visions have been re-
zoned from rural to
township.

“In summary, the mu-
nicipal strategic state-
ment does not contain
objectives which are a
reasonable response to
the characteristics, re-
gional context, develop-
ment constraints and op-
portunities for the shire.

“The objectives are
generally too non spe-
cific, the statement con-
tains important omis-
sions and is not a clear
concise statement.

“The statement should
recognise the importance
of the mineral springs
and biodiversity issues.

“The availability of
housing and land, the
determining of rural resi-
dential land and demo-
graphic trends should be
analysed.

“Also there was a con-
siderable amount of con-
cern raised by submitters
regarding a conflict, or
perceived conflict, be-
tween the development
of tourist establishments
and existing residential
uses.

“The council acknowl-
edged this conflict at the
hearing, but made no

strategic assessment of
the quality of the agri-
cultural land being so
zoned and this is a fatal.
flaw to the proposal.

“Finally, in the absence
of any information re-
garding the arearequire-
ments and type of land
necessary for the vari-
ous boutique farming
enterprises, the proposal
to supply this stated de-
mand is without founda-
tion.

“In the absence of any
strategic basis or local
policies to control future
use of these vast areas of
rural living, the most
likely take up of these
areas will be by tradi-
tional hobby farms.

“The extended areas of
rural living zone should
be replaced with the ru-
ral or environmental ru-
ral zone, depending on
particular attributes of
various areas.

“Largely undeveloped
and isolated settlements
with no services should
be carefully considered
and evaluated individu-
ally.

“In general the town-
ship zone is unlikely to
be appropriate.

“In situations like
Franklinford a rural zone
should be used in con-
junction with a local
policy and structure plan
or a design and develop-
ment overlay,” the panel
added.

In addition to failing to
meet many of the plan-
ning scheme require-
ments, council refused to
take notice of several
“insightful” public sub-
missions, the panel
noted.

A submission by Clare
Gervasoni’s was cited as
an example - she stated
the planning scheme and
municipal strategic state-
ment were poorly
drafted and exhibited.

Council resolved to
note the submission and
“hence no modification
isrequired to the scheme
as exhibited”.

However, the panel
said Clare’s submission
was “another” insightful
submission which
should inform council in
its redrafting of the ex-
hibited municipal strate-
gic statement.

“The panel agrees with
the submitter that from
the exhibited statement,
the poorly formatted
maps and the lack of lo-
cal policies, the pro-
posed scheme will be
unable to deal with the
range of planning issues
within the shire,” it
stated.

“Clare Gervasoni sub-
mitted an alternative
statement and a suite of
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‘No mention of mineral springs’

Planning scheme rejected - from Page 1

local policies for the
panel’s consideration.

“It is regrettable that
council’s planning staff
did not accept the
submitter’s offer to con-
tribute to the preparation
of the scheme.

“The material provided
captures the essence of
the shire much better
than the exhibited
scheme.

“This is the best expla-
nation seen by this panel
to date.

“The submitter pro-
vided a suite of local
policies which are in the
form required by the
manual and as council’s
scheme contains no poli-
cies whatsoever, these
would be of considerable
assistance in council’s
decision making.

“This impressive con-
tribution to the prepara-
tion of the scheme could
be invaluable to council
as it undertakes its task
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of redrafting the state-
, ment and preparing its
I local policies as recom-
 mended by the panel.”

Hepburn Council’s
mayor Cr. David Smith
said the process to de-
velop the land use strat-
egy would help finalise
the new planning scheme
over the next few
~ months.

“It builds on the exten-
sive work already done
lover the past two years
and through strategic
work carried our by the
former councils,” said
Cr. Smith.

“The dozens of sub-
missions made on the
planning scheme over
' the past 18 months are
all being looked at by
the consultants.

“The panel’s report and

a range of other infor-

mation will be taken into

"consideration,”  he
added.

The new draft munici-
pal strategic statement is
now available for view-
ing and the revised new
planning scheme will be
exhibited in May for fur-
ther public comment.

Daylesford




