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CTTATION — NANCY WINTI'RED LONG.
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Nanecy Winifread TlLong waa. born at Talbot, Vietoria, on 30th
Miymat, 1910, 1ier anarly aducation was roceived at the Clunes
I‘r'imn'r'y Sehonl and Iator, tho Bnllarat Girla' School. llowovor,
hor fathar belinpg doeconand, aho wag obligod Lo loavo achool at

fourteen, to annk work.

Sho waa anpagnd in domeatic employmont for some three or four
ynara until beaing acenptod naa a trainee nuran by the Ballarat
Naan Tloapital at tho end of 1936, She completed her Goneral
Training 1n 1910 nnd thoe Ffollowlinpg yoar, hor Midwifery Training.
In 1947, ahn went Lo Molbournn and Al the Tweddle DBablea' Home,

Pfoot aecray, succeaafully comploted the Infant Welfare Certificate.

Roturning to Ballarat in 19,3, ahe bocame Siaster-in-Charge of
tho Children'a Ward of Lhe DNase lloapital. Already she was
ovineing A widor intereat in nuraing and fearing that
inauffiecionecy of formal edueation might prove a hindrance in
purasuing her intornata, ashe aeh nabout atudying at night clasaes

no an to matriculate.

war had temporarily haltod future planning, but the immodiato
poat-war yoaara hrought a now-found community interesat in
hoapital asaervienn and nuraing atandarda. Anxious to play its
part, the Hoapitala and Charitina Commiassion instituted the
"Floronen Nightingnle Scholarahip" which would enable 1ta

holdar to atudy nurao Lrailning abroad.

Mrat rociplont. of tha Seholarahlip wng Slater Nancy Long. In

1906, aho travelled to Lhe 1T K, to atudy for the Tutor Slater's
Mplomn of tha Roynl Collera of Muralng within the Unlvoraity

of Tondon, and Itn 1947, wna pranled the Diploma with a

diatinetinn in Narailng IRduention.,

Aa part of Lhe practienl alda of the ecouraa, ahe apont Lho

next tualve montha ~tndying narne Lraining and hoapital
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orpaniantion in hoapitala in the United Kingdom and

Seandinanvin,

Tn 19,8, she returned to Auntralia and joined the staff at

the Alfred Hospital, Melbourne, as tutor-sister.

At this time, the lloapitals and Charlitlos Commlaaion, wilth
the Nurana' Board, wora involved in introducing an entirely
now concept in miran adacation — A collnga-bnand typo of
training that 1t waa envisaged would roplaco the oxiasting

hoapital-based training throughout., the atate.

Tha achomn wan Initinted at Nondligo, with tho eatabliahment
of the Northern Diatriet School of Nursing, that would provide
nurae-training for northern Vietoria. In March 1950, Slater

Nancy Long was appointad firat Dean of the School.

Gannrally, the achomo wnn to prove nhort-lived. Financinl
rocogaion, politiecal turmoil and hoapital preassures served
to foree ita abandonment and oven the clogura of the School

that had opencd in Molbourno.

The Rendigo experiment survivod, deapite years of criticisam,
retronchmonta in funding and conatant throats of closuro.
aurvival wans duo, almoal wholly, to Ltho drtive and untlring
offorta of Mian Long and to hor unwavor!ng faiLth in Lta worth

and tha importance of itn rotontlon.

Acenptnanee and Appraoval worn won alowly and the hard way,

bl recopnition of hor afferta enme In Lho onrly 1960'a whon,
on tha roecommandntion of the Tnternational Connecil of Nursing,
aha waa awarded a Rockafoller Foundabion Grant to atudy Nurse

Fanention Aand Adminiatration in the United Statss and Canada.

nfortunntely, nbt thia point, the aeriona 11lneas which waag
avontunlly to nacaaaitnbe hor reaipnat.ion from the School,
fiprat. hopan to manifeat itaelfl, foreing abandonment of all

future plana.
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She carried on couragrously as Dean untbil inereasing physical

ineapacitation forend hor Lo realinquish the post in 197);.

Miring hor yoarn of offieco, Mlan Long wan assocliated with
varioua communily organizationa and served on several commlittees

aanoeclated wiLlh nuraing oducalion.

From 1998 to 197} she was a very aclive member of tho Education
Committonn of Lho Vietorinan Nurnen Board. She served for four
ynara on tha Course Doavelopment Committoo in Nursing of the
Victoria Tnatitute of Colleges. For two years she was a member

of the Advisory Council of the Bandigo Girla! Migh School.

She was A member of the Matrons' Asaociation for some ten yoars;
a momber for seven yeara of the Nurse [ducators Sectlon of the
Royal Victorian College of Nursing; a member of that College
for twonty-five years and a Fellow of the Collage of Nursing,

Australia for twenty-three yoars,
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In terma of achievement; of tlirnleaa, dedicated offort to
nursing in general and nuraing eoducation in particular, few
in Australia made A greater contribution in those fields in

Lthe poat-war decaden than Nancy Winifred Long.

As Frank Cusnck han written in "Lister House, A History of

tho Northorn Diagtrict School of Nuraing", (Melbourne, 1976), 2

in aspeaking of her resignation:

The Committee comld do 1little but accept her resignation
with the moat genuina roprrnt. It wns not an occasion for
doc:  «tive oratory. All wern awnre what nurasing in northern
Victoria would onn day be anen to own to her and her small
band of stalwarts who, in twenty odd years of pioneering
effort, and despite innumerable difficulties, had managed

to initiato A now concopt in nurning oducation. It was an

achioevamont whoan monumant. lay in the future.
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Realising she would lose much of her independence, she sought the
co-operation of a few people to assist her in many small ways. Those
people remained faithful to her and | belfeve she would want me to affer

her grat {tude to them for thefr Tayalty and asupport.

Speaking recently to me of her past atudents, | was told of an Incldent

which occurred at the end of the student's first year.

Diffleulty in getting down 1o study.

It Ia reassuring for us to know that Nancy died peacefully. Speaking
with a nurae whe attended her the evenling before she died, she report e
continuing interest in other people and a sense of calmness and
reaignation to her lot in life.

Today we say farewell to Nancy Winifred Long MBE - one who has so

diligently served her fellow people, suffered so much in silence and has

very much enriched the lives of all of us.
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