
T H E WArt LIARY OF P R I V A T E R. H . EiAVARlS OF T.IE 52nd B A T T A L I O N , /• 

39tti B A T T A L I O N AND THE 2/1 A U S T R A L I A N J lEiX AIVuiUuVNCE. ' \ 

5th A U G U S T 1941 to 2nd F E B R U A R Y 1 9 4 6 . 
C a l l e d u p for M i l i t a r y Service on the 5ta A u g u s t 1 9 4 1 . V«as in c a m p lor three 
m o n t n s , v e n t into f u l l time service on the 17th D e c e m b e r 1941 w i t h the 5 2 n d , 

B n . 
V o l u n t e e r e d f o r tiie 5 9 t h B n . on the 25th J a n . 1942 f r o m S e y m o u r : ; •̂tire d o w n 
to ivoyai P a r k same d a y , stayed there f o r two d a y s g e t t i n g a l l our new e q u i p ­
m e n t , I managed to g e t Home, both n i g h t s . 
O n the 23ta J a n . I entrained on the f i r s t part of my journeyto c^ueensland. 
Had tea at V.angaratta 6,50 p.m., arrived A l b u r y 8 p.m., changed t r a i n s , and 
l e f t 8.50 p.m. for S y d n e y . Breaicfast uloss V a l e 9 a.m. 
2 9 t h J a n . Arrived Sydney 11 a.m., left soon a f t e r , and arrived Newcastle 
2 p.m. for d i n n e r . L e f t 2,45 p.m,, arrived ivierris C r e e K 9 p.m., arrived 
Tenterfield 8 a.m. f o r brea.cfast. Chan^^ed trains again and left 9 a.m. 50tl' 
f o r T o o w o o m b a , a r r i v i n g 5 p.m. here and d e - t r a i n e d , and w i t h the rest of tlie 
l a d s , w e r e led u p the m a i n s t . by tae local Pipe B a n d , but it w a s not much 
of a m a r c h , a s we had too mach g e a r to c a r r y . W e were marcned up to tne 
local s h o w g r o u n d s . W e w e r e the f i r s t troops that nad been camped t h e r e , anc 
the townspeople gave us a g r e a t w e l c o m e . W e were camped in horse s t a l l s , bu1 
they were c l e a n and v/e w e r e qaite c o m f o r t a b l e . A f t e r tea t i m e , cobbers and 
myself w e n t f o r our f i r s t night out in the t o w n . O n the way up in the train 
the three of us had agreed to sticK t o g e t h e r , w h a t ever c a m e , nad a few 
driniis in tui-ns, and tnen w e n t to a d a n c e , and aad a very enjoyaole t i m e , 
though we d i d n ' t ^now a l l the d a n c e s , but we were soon taw'ht t:iom. 

O n the 2nd l e b , w e w e r e put into our C o m p a n i e s , and found out v;io our 
O f f i c e r s w e r e . He v/ere luctcy, as we had one of our own f r o m the 52nd B n . 
and he Knew m o s t of u s . The day w a s spent in gettli-ig settled d o w n , w h i c h we 
eventually d i d . V e n t to anotner dance on o a t u r d a y n i g h t , after borrowing a 
pound f r o m our -agt. also had a g r e a t time t h e r e . We started training pretty 
heavy in the d a y t i m e , but ail our nights w e r e f r e e . i/ioney v/as our i:reatest 
problem u n t i l payday, w h i c h v/as not for a w e c K y e t , we just iiad enouga in oui 
b o o K s to pay our d e b t s on pay d a y . It w a s an open camp u n t i l 12 q'cloci: oj 
B n i g a t , but some of the boys g o t a bit over the fence while d r i n k i n g , npd i" 
w a s cut d o w n to 10 p.m., out we w e r e having; a g r e a t t i m e , plenty of b e e r , an( 
long marcho;- of a d a y , we were a l l feeling in g r e a t nicK in no t i m e . Our 
C O , tried to cut out ail our n i g h t l e a v e , b u t we use to f e t over the fence 
and come in the same w a y . -
T h e f o l l o w i n g i r i d a y after our a r r i v a l we w e n t to a d a n c e , and there I met a 
very nice g i r l , uucy w a s her n a m e , we had quite a few d a n c e s and I iasKcd her 
if I could see aer h o m e . She w o u l d n ' t let me at f i r s t , as my cobber w a s 
taking two married w o m e n h o m e , and she wanted me to go w i t h them,. but I 
managed to persuade a e r , that I w a n t e d to taxe her a o m e , and she gave" in to 
m e , and I tooK ner h o m e . She w a s v,it.-i a married friend and ler husband 
ajiyway, and made a date f o r the f o l l o w i n g n i g h t , w n i c h I icept, and we had a 
good t i m e , 'hen it w a s time to go h o m e , I tootc her arm and she said "what 
a g a i n " , and I said "I hope s o " . I w a s in for quite a s u r p r i s e , 1 thought I 
had tatcen her home tne n i g h t b e f o r e , but tonight she let me taice ihe'r r i g h t 
home to her d o o r . She said she w a s not game to let me see her home tne 
n i g h t b e f o r e , a-s sne did not ..now me w e l l e n o u g n . An^'way it tooK mucn long' 
to say g o o d n i g a t t h i s t i m e , and before I left I had the promise of a n o t h e r 
date f o r tne I r i d a y night d a n c e . A t this time Ray w a s getting, on w i t n the 
married w o m e n . I tooK her cobber out and had some f u n w i t n h e r , but I did 
not, like her very m u c h , I would m u c h r a t h e r L u c y . ...^^.•.^..^^j.y^i^.' -

T r a i n i n g v/as still o n , some of it w a s pretty n a r d , no talK of goin;^ a w a y , 
but we e x p e c t to a n y t i m e . I w o n tne snooting matcri t o d a y , w i t h 98 out of a 
possible 1 0 0 , O n i r i d a y n i g h t I met Lucy a g a i n , and had a real good t i m e , 
there w a s no protest this time w h e n I asKed to ta^e ner h o m e , and w e made 
a r r a n g e m e n t s , t o m e e t on Sunday evening and to g o for a w a l K , w h i c h we d i d , 
and we b o t n enjoyed o u r s e l v e s . I w a s beg-innin^^ to thind tnat I had met the 
r i g h t g i r l . X met her people w n o are very n i c e , and they gave me a very 
nice r e c e p t i o n . A l t o g e t n e r , I nad a w o n d e r f u l time in i o o w o o m b a , but all 

f ood things have to come to a n e n d , and we had word that we v/er<- g o i n g up 
o S e l h e i m , w n i c n is near C h a r t e r s T o w e r s . j - , ^ - r 

m u c h time w i t h Lucy a s I could the last w e e k . a^J'f ^%\l'fy " ? g i L ' f & ^ \ ? l e s 
me a l o t . H e r people d o a n y v a y . 
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APRIL Ibtii - V.e entrained once a g a i n , leaving a b o u t six o ' c l o c k . Lucy saw 
me o f f , w i t n a Fev.- t e a r s , and I d i d n ' t f e e l too 'aap^y m y s e l f , as neither 
of us knew w h a t war. in f r o n t of u s . V.e travelled all n i g n t and had b r e a k ­
f a s t at B u n d a b e r g , d i n n e r at C7ladstone, and tea at xxocKhampton, w h e r e we 
stopped for a couple of h o u r s . Ihe three of us are still t o g e t h e r . Vie 
g o t some a d d r e s s e s of some g i r l s w h o said taey v.'ould write to u s . I d o n ' t 
know if we w i l l w r i t e to them or not 5'et. 
O n a g a i n , b r e a k f a s t at IviaCiCay, d i n n e r at Bov/en, and tea a t iownsville 
8.50 p.m., and arrived S e l h e i m at 11.50 p.m. 19th A p r i l , and had to settle 
d o w n once a g a i n , tnis seems to be a n a w f u l p l a c e , nothing here at a l l , 
w e go into C n a r t e r s T o w e r s on leave n i g h t s , I have uad tnree letters 
f r o m Lucy l a t e l y , also one f r o m her M o t h e r . e arc not doin^^ much t r a i n ­
ing, h e r e . Today the 2nd of May I had some bad nev.'s f r o m h o m e , m̂ y d e a r 
G r a n d m o t h e r passed a w a y . She had just celebrated ner 75rd b i r t h d a y . Have 

- had a lot of l e t t e r s of s y m p a t n y , also one f r o m u u c y . 

4 t h iday w a s detailed to act as provost t o d a y , to go after some chaps w h o 
had gone A.V,. but w e d i d n ' t find them, as v.̂e d i d n ' t look very h a r d , and 
we had a nice d a y , it is a g r e a t V/ar so f a r . 5th May unloading"adimo. 
from t r a i n s . This continued u n t i l the 14th, w h e n we w e n t cutting poles 
u n t i l the 2 0 t h , w h i c h is pay d a y . In the a f t e r n o o n we w e r e in my tent 
playing c a r d s , our officer w a s w i t h u s , and he had his r e v o l v e r on. They 
had orders to load them tne n i g n t o e f o r c , and he is to teach u s how to 
u n a r m anybody, w h o nad o n e . One of my cobbers came up behind u s , anci took 
the r e v o l v e r f r o m h i s h o l s t e r , and not Knowing that it w a s l o a d e d , he 
pulled tne t r i g g e r , and shovT the L i e u t , tnrough the c h e s t . He died 
a l m o s t at o n c e , the b u l l e t w e n t r i g h t through him, and came out where I 
w a s leaning a g a i n s t h i m , and I just f e l t i t . They arrestee ray cobber on 
a charge of m u r d e r , and things looked pretty blacK for h i m . 
L a t e r in the e v e n i n g , quite a few of us were t a K e n out into the b u s n , a s 
there v/ere thought there w e r e J a p spies sending f l a r e s u p . W e are taking 
turns in w a t c h i n g f o r t h e m . In the daytime we are sleeping or playing 
c a r d s . V<e stay out here f o r a w e e k , v/hen I a m summons to appear in 
C h a r t e r s T o w e r s P o l i c e C o u r t , a s I have to give evioence for m^' c o b b e r . 
I never w a n t to go into a w i t n e s s box a g a i n , but my evidence cleared my 
c o b b e r , ano he is now a free m a n a g a i n . W e are here f o r two more days, 
w h e n we g o bacK to c a m p . I a m on guard duty t o n i g h t , but about 8 p.m. I 
and f o u r of ray c o b b e r s are called o u t , and told to pacK everytning as soon 
a s we c a n , as we have to catch a ship in the m o r n i n g . W e .inow nothing of 
where we are g o i n g or w h a t we w i l l have to d o , a l l we Know is that v/e 
have to m a n machine g u n s on tne s h i p . V-'e arrive on the w h a r f about^5 p.m. 
and g o on b o a r d , and promptly g o to s l e e p . W h e n we w a K e up we are m i l e s 
out to s e a . ^ ..t;;.. 3rd June - w e are sailing u p the coast of (.Queensland, 
we are escorted by some p l a n e s . W e still do not know where we are g o i n g , 
but we are having a g r e a t t i m e , good f o o d , and we are catcning, u p on 
some s l e e p , n o t m u c h card p l a y i n g , the ship is a L u t c h , and is manned by 
a P h i l l i p i n c r e w . We c a n ' t maKe head nor tail of their talk y e t . I a m 
on w a t c h d a i l y , f r o m 12 to 4 and a t night the s a m e , i ound out v h e r e v ; e a r e 
g o i n g , it is P o r t M o r e s b y , w e e x p e c t to reach there on the 6 t h . the w a t e r 
is very s m o o t h , no s e a s i c K n e s s a s y e t , 

June 6th; landed P o r t M o r e s b y this m o r n i n g , d o n ' t think much of the place 
y e t . There is an air r a i d , and we are standing by the g u n s , w n i l e tne 
s h i p is z i g z a g g i n g e v e r y w h e r e , w a s to make a hand target f r o m the a i r , 
but the f l a r e s are not near us and ve can iiear them d r o p on the L r c a e , 
w h i c h is a b o u t 9 m i l e s a w a y . We w e n t ashore a b o u t 9.50 a.m. to see some 
c h a p s we knev.-^ w h o w e r e already on the I s l a n d . A f t e r a lot of v a l k i n g , 
and gettin/-^ l i f t s we e v e n t u a l l y found them, and w e r e tney pleased to see 
u s . They asKed u s h u n d r e d s of q u e s t i o n s , all of w h i c n we tried to 
a n s w e r . T a l K a b o u t h i l l s , I have never seen a n y t n i n g like t h e m , they ^o 
s t r a i g h t u p and d o w n , but we had to l e a v e , and g e t bacK to the snip, a s 
SGiuC C f t.iA& O t i i c r c ) Wckiit to C o S i i O I ' ^ . 
W h e n we g o t bac-c w e played cards w i t h some of the c r e w . W e are g e t t i n g 
on very w e l l w i t h them nov.-, tney have started to unload the ship n o w , and 
w e should be away f r o m nere by t o m o r r o w , some of the n o u s e s are we^.! 
k n o c k e d a b o u t by boraos, thougn not o s much as we t h o u g h t . ^ ' 
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The 39th M . G . h a v e a pretty good name around h e r e , have a couple of J a p . 
planes to their c r e d i t , also the acK actc w h i c h have bougnt d o w n quite a few 
N i p b o m b e r s , i^eft P.M. 6.30 a.m. on the 8 t h June for our r e t u r n j o u r n e y , 
Tne sea is very rou^;h. I w a s very near aea sicic for a w h i l e , but it has 
w o r n off now-. It is now 10,30 a,m, and we are completely out of sight of 

I l a n d , it aas been raining and is pretty d u l l , Tuesday 9th the sea is 
! very r o u g h , very nearly s e a s i c K , some of the boys a r e , but I am still able 

to K e e p my b r e a k f a s t d o w n by a big e f f o r t , 
iota June no change in w e a t h e r , have not b e e n sicK y e t , d o n ' t tninK I w i l l 

i be n o w . The boys are not eating y e t , the fooc is too r i c n for them, the 
name of the snip is tne " J a p a n e " . 

I 11th w e are having a pleasure cruise n o w , it is lovely sailing a l o n g , v/itn 
hardly a ripple on the w a t e r . V,e are coming d o w n the coast inside the reef 
there are quite a lot of I s l a n d s , and they look very n i c e , just a b o u t the 
most b e a u t i f u l sight I nave ever s e e n , w h e n the sun is setting behind t h e m . 
J u n e ,̂ 2th the w a t e r is a bit r o u g n this m o r n i n g , an. we have no heef to 
protect u s . ./.e snould hit B r i s b a n e about o u n d a y . I hopr we stay there for 
a couple of d a y s , as I might be able to see L u c y , it ii now 10 a.m. a n d I 
a m w a t c h i n g the c o p s t , just a b o u t opoosite B u n d a b e r g , the sea is still very 
r o u g h , a l s o the coast l i n e . Had a very interesting v o y a g e so f a r . 
S a t . 13th the sea is a lot c a l m e r , anc we are able to w a l K about v/ithout 
s t a g g e r i n g , w n i c h is quite a c n a n g e , starting to enjoy ourselves a g a i n . 
Sunday 14th Have just started to co;ae into the bay anc r i v e r , on w h i c h 
B r i s b a n e is s i t u a t e d , we can see little towns a l l along tht c o a s t , we nave 

! to a n c h o r a b o u t 30 m i l e s out an.- w a i t for tne piiot to come on board and 
g u i d e us i n . 15th Monday The pilot has just come on decK and while I am 

; w r i t i n g we are slowly moving a g a i n , w i l l docK about 10 a.m. 
V.'ell, we have docked at B r e t t s V, narf and we can see a f a i r bit of 

B r i s b a n e , w e w i l l soon be going a s h o r e , tnen I w i l l nave to find a pay offi 
so that T c a n send some w i r e s , one to Merle and one to Lucy telling;, them the 
I a m bac.i in A u s s i e a g a i n . H a v e sent all my w i r e s , and have been to tne 
p i c t u r e s , also nad a good feed of steaK and eggs and t o m a t o e s , w h i c h tasted 
very g o o d . I a m g o i n g back to the ship now to s l e e p . ., 

Tuesday 1 6 t h . V.'ell we d i d n ' t stay long, in B r i s b a n e , we left 8.15 a.m. and 
now believe we are on our way to N e w c a s t l e , couldn't g e t up to see ijucy and 
so very d i s a p p o i n t e d , as I w a s looicin^- forward to seeing her again^ but if 
we K e e o g o i n g south I might be able to get home and see my sister,- v;hicn 
w i l l maKe u p for not seeing L u c y . Tne sea is getting a little r o u g h a g a i n 
now ann v,'ill be f o r some t i m e . \
W e d . 17th still following the c o a s t down,'sea is very calm now just liKe a 
pleasure c r u i s e . Had some d r i l l this m o r n i n g , manning a five inch g u n , 
also v i c k e r s , had quite a lot of f u n . T h u r s . 18th arrived in N e w ­
c a s t l e , w e n t a s h o r e this afternoon,found a pay office then sent w i r e s h o m e , 
a l s o one to Lacy and posted eacn a letter I am going ashore tonight to a 
d a n c e . F r i . 19th had a gooa time at d a n c e , didn't taKe anybody an^'where 
the ship into dry d o c K this "nomine:, and I w e n t ashore a g a i n , I looKed up 
some old f r i e n d s w h o were real glad to see m e , w i l l see them again tomorrow 
S a t . 20th w e n t w i t n friend to see l i g h t s , th<n to a d a n c e , tnen bacK 

' and said g o o c b y e , g o t on board about 1 a .m. 
S u n . 2 1 s t . left for Sydney at 7.30 a.m. arrived 3..30 p.m. w e n t ashore and 
had a IOOK over oydney a g a i n . 
M o n . 2 2 n d . L i d n ' t go ashore u n t i l n i g h t , saw a show and came b a c k . 
T u e s . 23rd w e n t and looKed u p M r s "Mre" w h o I knew w h e n 1 w a s gping to 
s c h o o l , she w a s very pleased to see m e . Come baca about 8.30 p.m. and w e n t 
to b e d , V/.ed, 2 4 t h just a lazy d a y , had a few d r i n K s , 

T h u r s . 25tn tne same as y e s t e r d a y . 
F r i , 2 6 t h pulled out into the Bay 7.30 a.m. and anchored until 2.30 p.m. 

hat^ ^*f\h. ^^^Si'^'of a swell r u n n i n g , have some more on b o a r d , to look 
a f t e r A n t i S u b g u n , they are a i l s i c k . 
S u n . 2 8 t h V.eather good just keeping; vvatcHT. " 
M o n . 2 9 t h J u s t passed B r i s b a n e , we are 70 m i l e s out to sea, w h i c n is c a l m . 
T u e . 3 0 t h Payday for c r e w , plenty of g a m b l i n g for them n o w . 
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W e d . 1st July w e a t a e r pretty g o o d , big ring around m o o n , mignt be 
some- dirty v/eatiier a h e a d . T h u r s . 2nd A r r i v e Iownsville 11 a . m . 
b u t only stopped a n h o u r , c o u l d n ' t g e t off to post some l e t t e r s . 
F r i , 3rd very nice g o i n g just now can't see very far because of h a z e . 
S a t . 4 t h becoming more r o u g h . S u n . 5th had a very r o u g h night-
c a n hardly stand on d e c k . We lost a l l our t o o d . ihe steward put it 
on the table and t h e n there w a s a big w a v e , the boat t i p p e d , and it 
a l l w e n t on to the f l o o r , but w e g o t some m o r e . C o u p l e of boys s i c K , 
so had good b r e a k f a s t . A r r i v e d Port I/ioresb.y 6 p.m. ancnored in b a y . 
M o n . 6th had an air raid a b o u t 8.15 a.m. .. no bombs closer than a 
m i l e , could see 24 p l a n e s , but they v;ere too far away f o r our g u n s . 
T w o a l e r t s in three h o u r s . l u e s . 7th A n o t n e r raid this morning 
managed to g e t a few snots a t some p l a n e s , neard a f t e r that one w a s 
b r o u g h t d o w n , but d o n ' t know by w h o . Tv/o; more r a i d s during; d a y s , 
and bombs were dropped a l l a b o u t u s , but only one c l o s e , about 12 f e e t 
a w a y . I hit tne decxC pretty h a r d , and w a s nearly d e a f , but only one 
c h a p w a s h u r t . W e d . 8 t h a l l quiet g e t t i n g u n l o a d e d . 
Thurs. 9th L e f t P . M . 6 . 3 0 , Sea is quite c a l m , nave two chaps on 
b o a r d , one very s i c K , F r i , lOtn naving a very quiet trip nothing 
h a p p e n e d . W i l l r e a c h i o w n s v i l l e o u n d a y . S a t . 11th Nice s a i l i n g . 
S u n . 1 2 t h . Anchored at m i d n i g h t , snip waiting; until wharf c l e a r e d . 
M o n . 1 3 t h . W e n t tn the w h a r f this mornin^^ and started to u n l o a d . 
G o i n g into tov/n to nave a w a l k a r o u n d . Tuesday 14th G e t t i n g a cargo 
of a i r f o r c e g e a r o n . L o o k s like P o r t M o r e s b y a g a i n . 
W e d . 15th received our long awaited m a i l f r o m S e l n e i m today there w e r e 
22 l e t t e r s f o r me - w a s I pleased to receive them, as I had been w a i t ­
ing f o r a letter f r o m L u c y , also f r o m h o m e . Have just found out that 
the K . A . A . F . g e a r b e l o n g s to B l u e y I r u s c o t t ' s o q u a d r o n . 
T h u r s d a y 16th e x p e c t to oull out t o d a y . Have 45 more on b o a r d . W e 
v/ill be pretty crowded this t r i p . Left jetty 2.15 p.m. anchored in 
B a y to w a i t tor a c o n v o y . F r i d a y 17tn Still in Bay expect to sail 
t'«>ai^to f.oas 8oaieM\li©B^ nefir ^ a e . Saturday 1 8 t h . L e f t Townsville 10 p 
sea v e r y c a l m . I w i l l be g o i n g on w a t c h in 2 hours t i m e , but we do 
n o t e x p e c t a n y t h i n g to h a p p e n c,ust y e t . Sunday 19th Had to w a i t for 
4 hours for a n e s c o r t . H e a d i n g f o r a new place this t i m e , as we are 
not on the same course as P . M . M o n d a y 20th Sea is a bit r o u g h 
t o d a y . A lot of the chefs on board are sea sicK, sjjould see land 
t o m o r r o w . T u e s , 21st C o m e in sight of land this m o r n i n g . We are now 
g o i n g thru the A n t i c C o x a d e S t r a i t s , w h i c h is better K n o w n a s the Samar: 
S t r a i t s . It is very p r e t t y , it is a b o u t the nicest trip we have had yet 
It is 40 miles u p the B a y , to w h e r e we are g o i n g . Tiec: up at t h e j e t t j 
1 p.m, but left a g a i n very soon, as there is a scare o n , we are going 
in a big h u r r y . W e d . 23rd S t i l l g o i n g away f r o m the B a y , ,2 p,m. 
changed course a g a i n , and we are know heading bac.-t to Milne B a y , w i l l 
a r r i v e sometime t o m o r r o w . T h u r s . 23rd July Arrived bacK at 2 p.m, 
and started to unload our c a r g o , .'.e w e n t a s n o r e , and managed to g e t 
some n a t i v e s to c l i m b c o c o n u t trees and g e t us s o m e , v/hich w e e n j o y e d , 
F r i d a y 2 4 t h s t i l l u n l o a d i n g , I have b e e n playing cards all d a y , as 
it has b e e n r a i n i n g , and too w e t to g o a s h o r e , I lost this morning;, 
b u t g o t it bacii this a f t e r n o o n , Saturday 25tn L e f t M i l n e Bay 
t h i s m o r n i n g a t 7.30 a.m. for T o w n s v i l l e . V.as pleased to g e t a w a y , as 
we w e r e scared a l l the t i m e , a s there are reports that tne Japs are not 
f a r a v a y . The C o r a l Sea B a t t l e nas just f i n i s h e d , Ve sailed not very 
f a r away f r o m i t , w h e n we had to g e t out of the Bay last V e d n e s d a y , 
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Sunday 26tJi JULY S t i l l g o i n g g o o d , and nothing to r e p o r t , looks like a 
good trip h o m e . Vi/e are g e t t i n g sicK of the r i c h f o o d , or the way it is 
c o o k e d . Ve b o u g h t a lot of our own last t i m e . Monday 27th Nice and 
calm, looking out f o r J a p S u b s , - nope we don't see a n y . Have been 
having dome d r i l l on our 3.7 A n t i S u b . G u n - fired a coupiie of s h o t s , 
also had some practise w i t h our smaller w e a p o n s . 
T u e s d a y 2 3 t h A r r i v e d B o w e n , tuhich is just below I o w n s v i l l e . ^.ent 
ashore a b o u t 5 o ' c l o c k , w i t h some of the c r e w . Had quite a few dVinks, 
and t h e n to the p i c t u r e s , also saw a dance or t w o , but didn't have a n y . 
Bacic on board atjout 12.3o a.m. »Vednesday 29th V.ent ashore a l l day, 
saw a o m e of the s i g h t s , pictures a g a i n at n i g h t , there w a s a n a l e r t 
a b o u t 12 and some talk about J a p planes being over T o w n s v i l l e . There 
were a couple of b o m b s d r o p p e d , b u t no d a m a g e . 
T h u r s d a y 36th Arrived T o w n s v i l l e , very nice trip of eignt hours._ 
F r i d a y 3 1 s t Cocked 10 a.m. v.e w e n t ashore and g o t p a i d , a s I.was 
brorce a f t e r my stay at Bov;en - qipre sd)g|jt seeomg at nigiit. Vie are 
b e g i n n i n g to be K n o w n now, and people asK u s w h a t Kind of a trip we had. 

S a t u r d a y A U G U S T 1st Stayed on ship and v/rote l e t t e r s , posted them at 
n i g h t . Saw p i c t u r e s . Sunday 2nd Too.; on more t r o o p s , and pulled out 
a t 3 p.m. and started our trip to Gillie G i l l i e , w n i c h is off Milne B a y . 
M o n d a y 3rd J u s t n i c e . Have just come off w a t c h . 
T u e s d a y 4 t h Sea a bit r o u g h , oome of the boys not too g o o d . • 
V/ednesday 5th Landed at our d e s t i n a t i o n 10 p.m. anchored out in the Bay, 
T h u r s d a y 6th D o c K e d a t 10 a . m . A i r Kaid at 3 p.m. Saw a couple of 
J a p . p l a n e s . F r i d a y 7th J u s t finished a u i o a d i n g . A n o t h e r r a i d . One 
ship sunk in Bay the 'MACHDHUR'. Hope I don't see any more bombs coming 
d o w n . Saturday 8 t h O n our way bacK to F o r t M o r e s b y . ..ill arrive 
this a f t e r n o o n . Sunday 9th C a u g h t up w i t n convoy 11 a.m. V/e are 
now headed for T o w n s v i l l e a g a i n . Monday 10th Sighted land a t 
9.ft.m. tnis m o r n i n g . V.e are just g o i n g thru the R e e f . 
T u e s d a y 11th arrived T o w n s v i l l e and docKed 10 a.m. Here we were told 
that we had to g e t off tne ship by 2 p.m, a s our voyage w a s f i n i s h e d . 
V e r y sorry to leave tne old s h i p , also the c r e w , w h o w e r e good to u s . 
Vtf'e w e r e taken out to C l o u d o n , about 3 miles a w a y , but came bacK into 
t o w n a t n i g h t . W e d n e s d a y 12th put on train for S e l h e i m this m o r n i n g 
and arrived bacK in our old c a m p at 5 p.m. w h e r e we received a g r e a t 
r e c e p t i o n f r o m our c o b b e r s , and we w e r e kept busy telling them our 
a d v e n t u r e s . T h u r s d a y 13th W e n t on g u a r d , didn't liKe it very m u c h . 
F r i d a y 14th W e w h o nad been away tried to g e t home l e a v e , b u t c o u l d n ' t . 
G e e we were d i s a p p o i n t e d , we a l l talKed of going a . w . l , - if somebody 
had of started w e w o u l d .nave a l l w e n t , but w e decided to s t a y . We 
a l s o decided to join the A , I , F . 

S A T U R D A Y 15th Joined up t o d a y , and sworn in once m o r e . Hope to g e t 
my V X n u m b e r s o o n , a l s o had some letters t o d a y . I a m not on the b e s t 
of t e r m s w i t h jjucy at p r e s e n t , b u t hope to g e t thir^gs straightened out 
s o o n . Sunday 16th W r o t e l e t t e r s all d a y . W e have a l l oeen warned for 
d r a f t , and e x p e c t to move out tonight a b o u t 1 a . m . It is very cold nov.-. 
Monday 17th- W e n t on board ship at 7 a.m. this m o r n i n g , and sailed once 
a g a i n at 9 a.m. W i l l not be coming bacK 8 0 q u i c k this t i m e . I will 
soon know this r o u t e n o w , a s this is my nintn t r i p . 
T u e s d a y 18th Nice and q u i e t , quite a lot of g a m b l i n g going on.^'We are 
on a D u t c h S h i p , of w n i c h I c a n ' t pronounce the name " .VJ..." 
W e d n e s d a y 19th S t i l l q u i e t , j u s t , about sick of c a r d s . .Ve n^id the job o: 
m a n n i n g the ship's g u n s , but w e did more sleeping t n a n watching,' 
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T H U R S D A Y 2 0 t h A U G U S T Arrived P o r t M o r e s b y 7.50 a.m. - left ship by 
c o r v e t t e 7 a.m. V/e w e r e then taken by trucK to Luw L e v e l s , v;hich is 
a b o u t 20 miles i n l a n d , and a b o u t 50 miles f r o m P . M . - here we met quite 
a few of our old c o b b e r s w h o w e r e just coming back f r o m their f i r s t g o 
a t the J a p s , F r i d a y 2 1 s t just getting fixed u p , no w o r k 
S a t u r d a y 22nd V e n t f o r a route m a r c h this m o r n i n g . J u s t about knocked 
u p , had a swim w i t h a l l our c l o t h e s o n , and f e l t a lot b e t t e r . Had a 
lecture in the a f t e r n o o n . Sunday 25rd Had a n easy d a y . 
F r o m 2 4 t h to 5 0 t h just t r a i n i n g , boy a m I losing some p e r s p i r a t i o n . 
A couple Qf m o n t h s of tais and I w i l l be a grease s p o t . xiad two^ letter 
f r o m Lucy,, ..and one f r o m M e r l e , taru tne w e e k . 21 
S t i l l training 4th S e p t . on the 5th we moved c a m p . V/e are now "camped 
n e a r a n a e r o d r o m e . A b o u t 12 n o o n , we pitched our t e n t s . In the after­
n o o n w e d i d , n o t do a n y t h i n g , nor f o r the weacend. 

MoBiday 7th S e p t . V.e w e n t for our f i r s t r e a l route m a r c h , pretty tough 
g o i n g , as v.e are g o i n g up and d o w n pretty steep h i l l s , and I w a s just 
a b o u t knocked u p , w h e n we g o t h o m e . One of my best cobbers f r o m the 
52nd B n . g o t skittled y e s t e r d a y . He w a s a g r e a t c h a p . A b o u t this tinw 
there were quite a lot of r a i d s , a n y t h i n g u p to 25 bombers v.'ould come 
o v e r , but there w a s never very m u c h damage d o n e . V.e are still doing 
some tough t r a i n i n g . V.e moved c a m p once a g a i n . I a m having a lot of 
trouble v;ith ^y b e d s . b e d s are not supplied by the A r m y , and we have 
to maKe our o w n , and m a t e r i a l is pretty s c a r c e . 1 a m afraid 1 a m more 
o f t e n on the ground than n o t . " 
S a t u r d a y 19tn Tnere w a s a big a i r raid this m o r n i n g , w!ien over 56 
b o m b e r s came o v e r . They cropped somewnere near 500 b o m b s , but only h i t 
some f u e l , w h i c h made a big s m o k e , also a couple of K i t t y h a w K s ^ b u t 
that w a s a l l . V,ednesday 25rd We have moved camp once a g a i n . W e 
are u p in tne hills now, a lot c l o s e r to the N i p s . The g u a r d s w i l l be 
a bit h a r d e r n o w . It is very nice w h e r e we are camped a t p r e s e n t , 
r i g h t on a high b l u f f . Of course we do our training up and d o w n the 
b l u f f , and boy is it s t e e p . Saturday 26tn Have been digging' quite 
a n u m b e r of new t r e n c h e s , they m a s t thinK the Nips w i l l come across 
h e r e , but v.e have heard that tney nave been stopped, but only just in 
t i m e . If they had of Kept on c o m i n g , I t lin^c I would have b e e n ^ f i n i s h -
ing tnis bacK in A u s s i e , a s the plans were made for our e v a c u a t i o n , 
a n y w a y . W e v.'ill nave to push them bacK a c r o s s the range a g a i n , m o s t 
lively do a bit of that m^yself. 

O C T O B E R S a t u r d a y 5rd Have finished these positions h e r e , w i l l be m o v i n 
to a n o t h e r area t o d a y , have had a little bit of a c t i o n , where some N i p s 
tried to g e t in our lines one n i g h t . W e drove them o u t , and chased then 
f o r 7 to 3 h o u r s , c a u g h t u p w i t h t h e m , and quite a few of their cotobers 
a n d had to g e t out as b e s t w e c o u l d . One c h a p d i d n ' t , and another g o t 
w o u n d e d , b u t I a m still all in one p i e c e . 
S a t u r d a y 10th Have b e e n on the alert this w e e k a l o t , g e t t i n g a bit 
tired n o w , also b e e n out on patrol since last M o n d a y , nan into a few 
N i p s and g o t a c o u p l e . We had no c a s u a l t i e s , 
F r o m "Saturday 10th to Thursday 15th W e n t out on patrol t w i c e . Had a g 
a t the J a p s and g o t b a c k . W e accounted f o r 1 5 . W h e n I arrived back 
there w a s a letter f r o m Lucy and M e r l e , T n i n g s are fixed up between us 
a g a i n . A l l w e l l at h o m e . Ve are moving c a m p a g a i n t o d a y , bacK to 12 
m i l e D r o m e , a n d t h e n on to B o o t l e s s B a y , so we m i g h t be able to aave a 
swim in the s e a . W e are hearing a lot of r u m o u r s about going h o m e , 
I w i s h they v.-ere t r u e . W e n t out on patrol last n i g h t . . , 
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OCT O B E K 
Saturday 17tli V e n t out on patrol this m o r n i n g , contacted the Japs, had a 
mix u p for a v/nile, would have oeen wounded w i t n a bayonet only f o r a 
friend w h o skittled the n i p f i r s t . W e g o t f o u r of the in this t i m e w i t h 
our " O w e n s " , returned at 8 p.m. v;ith one m a n w o u n d e d , 
Sunday 18th had a spell t o d a y , but out a g a i n at night to a position 
w h i c h w e nave to hole all night so iz looks li^e no s l e e p . 
M o n d a y 19th Had a bit of a scare last n i g h t , as the N i p s tnrew a few 
g r e n a d e s a t u s , but we d i c n ' t g e t h u r t , though we had the wind up; all 
n i g h t . Our relief has just a r r i v e d . Home a g a i n n o w , I h a v e ^ j u s t 
w r i t t e n h o m e , and to L u c y . V.e have been told there w i l l be no ̂niore 
p a t r o l s f o r u s , f o r some t i m e , so we are fairly h a p p y , but tnere is 
plenty of w o r K , as we have to d i g more new p o s i t i o n s . I nave a b r e n g u n 
n o w , and have to carry it ev e r y w n e r e I g o . There are tv/o of us in 
little t e n t s , but they ar( not much good w h e n it is r a i n i n g , v/hich is 
pretty o f t e n . Saturday 3 1 s t S t i l l digring all the w eCK , nearly 
f i n i s n e d . Monday 2nd N O V E M B E R Have moved a g a i n . I g u e s s if 
they f i l l e d all the holes u p w i t h w a t e r that w e have m a d e , the dammed 
Island would sintc, c a n ' t say it v/ould be ui:iy loss e i t h e r . 

D E C E M B E R 1st T h e r e has been plenty of digging l a t e l y , tne last lot of 
p o s i t i o n s , we had to sleep in and live in f o r 48 h o u r s . A m not f e e l i n g 
too g o o d . A lot of chaps getting: M a l a r i a , hope 1 mist o u t . Have just 
g o t word tnat we v.dll be raovin^j any time n o w . Looks like another g o a t 
the S i p s , I hone I am as lucky a s l a s t t i m e . 
D e c e m b e r 2nd Have had word to pack u p , v,-hich we have donCj w e are 
g o i n g over by p l a n e . D e c e m b e r 3rd V/ent to the Drome tnis m o r n i n g , 
and f l e w to a place called P o p e n d i t t o , th<:ri had to w a l K a b o u t 22 m i l e s 
t h r o u g h mud up to our k n e e s . I Knocked up o n c e , out managed to c a t c h 
u p by n i g h t f a l l , but a lot of c h a p s d i d n ' t . V,e w e n t straight into the 
f r o n t l i n e , but d i d n ' t do any f i g h t i n g that n i g h t , or next d a y . Though 
we fired a few s h o t s . D E C E M B E R 6th ^y birthday today - very 
n i c e , there w a s a big attack this m o r n i n g . I lost two of my m a t e s , I 
g o t a w n a c k On the h e a d , and had a sleep f o r a couple of h o u r s . _̂  I am 
having a lovely B i r t n d a y , I g o t a J a p . f o r b r e a k f a s t , ~ 
D e c e m b e r 7th I t o o i over a V i e w e r s M . G . this morning', so f e e l very 
pleased w i t h m y s e l f . There are still 3 of u s f r o m the B o a t Crew," out 
of f i v e , one K i l l e d , and one w o u n d e d so f a r , I hope that d o e s n ' t K e e p 
u p , or my turn w i l l come s o o n . I expect to /:o in w i t n the V i c K e r s in 
the m o r n i n g , an(] look for S n i p e r s . W e are still a t t a c k i n g but not get­
ting v e r y f a r , have nad no sleep f o r three d a y s , or a shave f o r a f o r t ­
n i g h t . O u r C a s u a l t i e s are pretty h e a v y . C a n ( t k e e p t h i s u p for l o n g , 
D e c e m b e r 8 t h W e n t in v/ith the VicKert- this m o r n i n g , fired just on 1,000 
r o u n d s , had quite a bit of f u n , it v/as just d a y l i g h t , came out45 m i n u t e s 
later w i t h o u t l o s s , D e c e m b e r 9th D i d n ' t do a n y t f i g h t i n g t o d a y , had 

three n o u r s s l e e p , DECEI>fiBEix 10th E x p e c t to ta^e Gon a W e s t t o d a y , 
timed to g o in 3.30 p,m. (later) W e l l that's t h a t , w e are where the 
Ja p s used to b e . I d o n ' t xnow how mariy I g o t , for s u r e . V/e have to 
go somewhere else nov?. Pretty lard going; t o d a y , we marched thriT mud u p 
to our k n e e s : or five h o u r s . Have had less than 15 hours sleep since we 
came hver. Have just a b o u t (had i t ) . M i g h t have a w a s h t o m o r r o w , as 
we have not had one y e t . I f e e l a w f u l , 
D e c e m b e r 11th Have taKen up positions and w a i t i n g f o r J a p s to c o m e , 
c a n h e a r them n o t very f a r a w a y , IOOKS liKe a n o t h e r tough n i g h t , w i t h no 
sleep, D e c e m b e r 12th '•"ell we g o t some last n i g h t , but I didn'V have a 
hand in i t . S p e n t a sle e p l e s s n i g h t , e v e r y t h i n g pretty quiet.today. 
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13th H a v e n ' t been dry or had a w a s h for 10 d a y s . 
A n o t h e r quiet d a y . L e c e m b e r 14th I h i n g s are starting to h a p p e n 
this m o r n i n g . Nearly g o t b l o w n up v/itn a shell f r o m our own a r t i l l e r y , 
a piece landed a b o u t three f e e t f r o m w h e r e I w a s , and covered me w i t h mu^ 
'.Ve are g o i n g in a g a i n tnis a f t e r n o o n , so I hope I w i l l be able to f i n i s h 
t h i s w h e n I come c u t , w i s h I could g e t a letter f r o m L u c y , 
D e c e m b e r ,15th ent into a c t i o n 5 a,m. it w a s m u r d e r , we v/ithdrew into 
our holes w h i c h w e r e f u l l of w a t e r . l e c e m b e r Ibth Still in h o l e s , 
w e are pinned d o w n p r o p e r l y , bullets are v/izzing e v e r y w h e r e , no food t o -
d a y . D e c e m b e r 17th I w a s taKen out and made a S n i p e r , as the otner 
c h a p nad been w o a n d e d , nad some f u n lor three d a y s . Maniiged to g e t 
19 out of 20 s h o t s . L e c e m b e r 20th I am feeling pretty sicK n o w , 
have the shades and s h i v e r s . .Ve tcoK tne position at l a s t , a,bit 
costly .to both s i d e s , we buried just on 800 J a p s , and quite, a fev.' of our 
o w n . I c a n hardly k e e p my h e a d up n o w , but there are quite a few w o r s e 
t h a n m e . G o t our mail y e s t e r d a y , and I tcoK it up the tree to read and 
g o t a b u l l e t tnru i t . D e c e m b e r 21st S i c i as a d o g , but I have to 
k e e p g o i n g , we are on our w a y to S o n a n a n d r a , but d o n ' t tninic I w i l l 
maKe it., D e c e m b e r 22nd C a l l e d in at after I w e n t out to i t , had 
a temperature 105 d e g r e e s , put straignt on jeep a m b u l a n c e , and t a k e n to 
P o p a n d i t t e cJrome where I stayed the n i g h t and s h i v e r e d , 
D e c e m b e r 23rd I d o n ' t Know very much about the next 2 d a y s . Arrived 
in h o s p i t a l 4 p.m. S m a s E v e . I do not r e m e m b e r tne plane trip bacK 
a c r o s s . t h e R a n g e s . D e c e m b e r 2 9 t h . F e e l i n g a lot b e t t e r , have been 
told that I v a l i be g o i n g home in the f i r s t h o s p i t a l ship that is in, 
a l s o told I had the f i r s t stages of d l a c K W a t e r F e v e r , that is v/hy they 
are sending me h o m e . 

******* 
J A N U A R Y 5 1943 I am already to leave H o s p i t a l , just w a i t i n g f o r 
the A m b u l a n c e to take u s to the s h i p . W e n t on board at 3.30 p.m. and 
sailed at 6 p.m. The b e s t sight I ever saw the last of N . G . f a d i n g 
away in tne d i s t a n c e . J a n u a r y 6th Sea nice and calm and tne food is 
good w i l l be /.etting bacK some of my l o s t c o n d i t i o n s o o n . 
J a n u a r y 7 t h . J u s t lyin^, in y bunk or u p on deck in the sun, I am 
f e e l i n g b e t t e r n o w . J a n u a r y 8 t h Arrived Townsville tnis mornirig, 
and put a l l the Y a n K s o f f , left a g a i n at 5 p.m. heading f o r S;ydney. The 
name of the ship K a t u y b a . January 9tn Having a lovely trip". This 
r e m i n d s me of w h e n we were on the "Japara" going bacicz/ards arid f o r w a r d s . 
January 10th W e n t to C h u r c h this morning and enjoyed the S e r v i c e . A l l 
is v.ell. E x p e c t to reach Sydney on tne 13th J a n u a r y , w h i c h we d i d . 
A r r i v e d Sydney 7,30 a.m. We disembarked on to a h o s p i t a l trainj we are 
now h e a d i n g f o r B a t h u r s t , w h i c h is over the Blue M o u n t a i n s , a r r i v i n g 
a b o u t 4.30 p.m. W e were then taKen by Ambulance to h o s p i t a l . It is 

g r e a t h e r e . W e are g e t t i n g looked after like k i n g s . I am feeling 
pretty w e l l n o w , LooKing f o r w a r d to going: home on l e a v e , He stayed 
in h o s p i t a l u n t i l the 5th F E B R U A R Y , w h e n we w e n t to S y d n e y , w h e r e w e 
w e r e put on t r a i n f o r M e l b o u r n e , w h e r e I w a s g i v e n 14 d a y s l e a v e , on 
w n i c h I had a g r e a t t i m e . Had to r e p o r t b a c to R o y a l Park and 
left f o r Sydney a g a i n on tne 25th F E B R U A R Y . ^ J 
H a n g i n g round S y d n e y S h o w g r o u n d s for a few d a y s , g o t sick of i t , and 
d e c i d e d to go A , W . L , to T o o w o o m o a to see L u c y . W e n t and made inquiries 
r e g a r d i n g t r a i n s , b o u g h t a ticket to Gosford for 3 / 6 d , and travelled al] 
n i g h t u n t i l 2.30 p.m. A t G l e n I n n e s , w h i c h w a s as f a r as the train went 
there w e r e P r o v o s t on the s t a t i o n , so I had to g e t off the w r o n g side ol 
the t r a i n ilj^xaJExibixxduBXxtiaKii and go around the tov/n so as to m i s s t h e m . 



- 9 -
I got onto the m a i n r o a d , g o t a lift for 5 m i l e s then aad to w a l k for 
seven or e i g h t a f t e r t h a t . 
I got a lift into T e n t e r f i e l d , a r r i v i n g 3 a.m. on the 4th M A R C H 1 9 4 3 . 
Slept u n t i l d a y l i g h t , then started to w a l k a g a i n , a n d t h c n g o t a lift i n 
W a r r e n g a r r a a r r i v i n g there a b o u t n o o n , there were no trains l e a v i n g , so 
walked to Lyra w h i c h is 7 m i l e s over the N.S.... b o r d e r , waited u n t i l 10 
p.m. f o r g o o d s t r a i n ^ had to w a l k a little w a y , but m i s t o o k the railway 
l i n e , and walked u p a r a m p , w h i c n abruptly came to an e n d , and I f e l l 
a b o u t 25 f e e t d o w n to the line b e l o w , k n o c k i n g myself o u t , V.nen I came 
t o , 1 found I nad quite a bit of sKin missing on my f a c e , also a badly 
c u t f i n g e r . I d i d n ' t knov/ v/here I v.-as for some t i m e , but managed to 
c r a w l into a trucK and so w e n t on to W a r w i c k , w h i c h is a b o u t 40 miles 
f r o m T o o w o o m b a . Arrived 7/arwick 3.30 a.m. and left the train and 
g o t on to the road a g a i n . I did quite a lot of valking, but managed to 
secure a lift or t w o , and f i n a l l y arrived Toowoomba a b o u t 2.30 p.m. on 
the 5 t h M a r c h . 
I w e n t to a f r i e n d ' s p l a c e , M r s . P e n g e l l y , w h o g a v e me a c u p of t e a , 
and t h e n I had a shave and h a i r c u t . A f t e r tnat I w e n t u o to L u c y ' s . 
She w a s not at home w h e n I a r r i v e d , and her m o t h e r die not r e c o g n i s e me 
f o r a w h i l e , but she w a s very pleased w h e n she d i d , xiad to v/ait f o r 
Lucy to come h o m e , but v/ent to sleep in a c h a i r . 
V.'hen I woke uo she w a s standing looking d o v n a t m e . She w a s r e a l 
pleased to see m e , and quite s u r p r i s e d , but she made me go to bed v e r y 
e a r l y . I w a s not sorry e i t n e r , a s I w a s very t i r e d . I spent a very 
e n j o y a b l e 12 d a y s v.-itn t h e m , and found out that Lucy w a s just a good 
f r i e n d , and I found out that w e would only be good f r i e n d s . Her M o t h e r 
and Lad treated me liice a son w n i l e I w a s t n e r e . 
Started iny r e t u r n journey on the 17th M R C H , C a u g h t a goods t r a i n , 
w h i c n w a s very s l o w , taking a l l night to cover 140 m i l e s . ^ 
A r r i v e d W a r r e n g a r r a 7.30 a,m, 1 8 t h , then v/al^ec about 2 miles along the 
T e n t e r f i e l d n o a d , w h e n I g o t a lift into T e n t e r f i e l d , there w a s not a 
t r a i n l e a v i n g u n t i l 1 o'clock so 1 iiad a m e a l and a s l e e p , and t h e n 
c a u g h t tne train to G l e n I n n e s , a r r i v i n g tnere about 5.30 p.m. Decided 
tovait till 10 p.m. and catch the Sydney E x p r e s s , _ I bought a ticket 
w n i c h c o s t me 1/1 I d , just as w e l l I d i d , as t n e M . r ' s were on the t r a i n , 
and I nad to produce my old S h i p s P a s s , w h i c h I had fresnly dated w h i l e 
a t L u c y ' s . It nad them p u z z l e d , but they said iz w a s alri^ n t , ^and w a s I 
p l e a s e d , as I d i d n ' t w a n t to g e t caugnt just t h e n . 
Had a f a i r night's sleep and arrived S y d n e y , arriving 1,10 p.m, on the 
19tn M A R C H , I nad d i n n e r , and sent Lucy a w i r e , also wrote to M E R L E , 
t h e n w e n t out to i>nowgrounds, and tola tnem I nod been away for ten d a y s 
I snould nave told tnem I v/as there a l l the t i m e , tney would not have kn 
w n any b e t t e r , and I would not have been in any t r o u b l e . They g a v e me a 
ticket to B a t h u r s t , 
C a u g h t a t r a i n 7.25 p.m, arrived B a t h u r s t 1 a,m, 20th ;/u\i^CH. It is v e r y 
cold h e r e , had to find my own v/ay out to C a m p ^ w h i c h is eight miles o u t , 
I arrived 3 a,m. f e e l i n g very t i r e d , nad to find 39th c o b b e r s , made a 
fev,' i n q u i r i e s , and f o u n d their h u t . Curled up on a b l a n k e t , w i t h my 
o v e r c o a t f o r a pillow and I w e n t to s l e e p . .o^e up next m o r n i n g , my 
c o b b e r s w e r e pleased to see m e , and wanted to Know where I had b e e n , so 
I told t h e m . I d i d n ' t do a n y t h i n g in the m o r n i n g , but g o t put on a 
charge sheet in tne a f t e r n o o n , t h e n had two d a y s of doing n o t h i n g . 
O n M o n d a y 22nd M A R C H I had to go u p before tne C o . He said he would le 
me off l i g h t l y , and only fined me 5 pounds and forfeited ten days p a y . 
My f i n g e r is still g i v i n g me some t r o u b l e , I w i l l have zo g e t it_^seen tc 
before l o n g . • 
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T u e s d a y 23rd I w a s issued w i t h a l l new g e a r , and spent the r e s t of the 
day putting it all t o g e t h e r . 
W e d n e s d a y 24th M a r c h I w e n t out on Parade this m o r n i n g , and dropped my 
r i f l e a c o u p l e of t i m e s , and then told them that my f i n d e r w a s too sore 
to hold i t , but they would not believe m e . I K e p t doing the same thing 
for nearly a f o r t n i g h t . I nad b e e n foing on sicK parade pretty r e g u l a r , 
and at last they tooK notice of m e , and gave me seven d a y s no d u t y . 
A t the end of that time tnere v.-as still no c h a n g e , so I v.'as sent to 
H o s p i t a l at B a t h u r s t , f r o m there I w a s sent to the 103 C o n v a l e s c e n t 
D e p o t f o r t r e a t m e n t . ^^fYi^ b e e n here for ten w e e k s , and have been h a v i n g 
a w o n d e r f u l t i m e , g c i n ^ t o town every d a y , plenty of b e e r , and some nice 
g i r l s to g e t around v/ith. I have had to send home for some money several 
t i m e s , but managed to g e t e n o u g h . :Ay f i n g e r is still getting t r e a t e d , 
b u t is o^st a b o u t the s a m e . 
J U N E I w e n t up to my old home town last w e e k e n d ^ they gave ma a w e l ­
come h o m e . My partner received a nice b o u q u e t , w h i l e I, a lot of nice 
w o r d s . W a s discharged f r o m the D e p o t on the W e d n e s d a y 23rd JUNEj and 
w e n t to C . D . D . in Sydney w h e r e I had to move n e e d l e s and have a kit i n ­
s p e c t i o n . W e n t to Newcastle for the v.-eeKond, had a g r e a t L i m e , came 
b a c k , ana then had tne bad luck to nave my w n o l . kit bag stolen wnile I 
w a s away seein,'- if a telegr-^m nad arrived saying I w a s granted some home 
l e a v e , but I am still w a i t i n g for i t . 
W e d n e s d a y 3 0 t a . Supposed to be on d r a f t to L i v e r p o o l t o d a y , but it has 
b e e n w i p e d , so I a m off to tov/n n o w . 
1st J U L Y Arrived L i v e r p o o l t o d a y , I am still waiting; on the telegram 
a b o u t my l e a v e , but have just a b o u t g i v e n up h o p e , iiave oeen nere at 
L i v e r p o o l f o r over a w e e k n o v , but nave Peen warned foi* draft t o m o r r o w , 
have b e e n granted 24 hours leave in the C i t y . S t i l l spending- m o n e y , hav( 
spent just on 55 poubds since the middie of A p r i l , so w i l l be glad to ge" 
away f r o m h e r e . C a m e back this morning 9th JU^^Y, android d r a f t n o t 
g o i n g u n t i l n i g h t , so I a m g o i n g to have a fev/ hours s l e e p , as I had a 
very hectic night, l a s t n i g h t . Taicen into tov/n about 6 p.m. and put O] 
a train at C e n t r a l , pulled out 8.30 p.m. there are only six of u s in the 
c o m p a r t m e n t , so w e are not too crov/ded. 
A r r i v e d B r i s b a n e 6.57 p . m . F r i d a y n i g n t , T r u c k s were w a i t i n g to take ui 
out to a C a m p called Y e r e o n d e r p i l l y , w h e r e w e are to sleep t o n i g h t . Had 
t e a , t h e n sav/ a c o n c e r t , and t h e n to b e d . G o t leave next day at 
1 p.m. I d i d n ' t have m u c n m o n e y , so I only had a look around B r i s b a n e . 
I w a s snouted to the p i c t u r e s , w h i c h v/ere not b a d , got bac.< to C a m p just 
a f t e r mignif^ht. Warned f o r d r a f t on Sunday morning:, but tn.:re w e r e 
no t r a i n s , so a c o b b e r and I w e n t loi' a w a l K , but *ere bacK in camp and 
in bed by 10.30 p.m. W a r n e d f o r d r a f t North this m o r n i n g , but do not go 
u n t i l n i g h t , so had to stay in c a m p a l l d a y . C a u g h t train 1 0.15 p.m 
o n the w a y to T o w n s v i l l e , it is now 10.45 p.m. 1 2.7 . 1 9 4 3 . 

A r r i v e d W a n d e e l a ISth J U L Y and drafted into 2/1 A u s t . Field A m b u l a n c e 
on the 2 1 s t JUL,Y, 1 9 4 3 . Started to l e a r n m e d i c a l w o r K . It is f a i r l y 
i n t e r e s t i n g so f a r . There are plenty of s t u n t s , route i;iarches, and 
b u i l d i n g b u s n n o s p i t a l s w h e r e v e r we may b e . 
Home on leave for X m a s , 31 D A Y S . HAD A GREAT TIME. 

A r r i v e d back on the t a b l e l a n d s 20th J A N U A u Y ^ 1 9 4 4 . G e t t i n g very sicK of 
the A r m y , but it d o e s n ' t IOOK as if tne w a r is ^.oing to end for some tira 
e t . 
r o m F E B R U A R Y TO JULY w e did nothing but s t u n t s , iiad plenty of l e c t u r e s 

Passed my exams f o r extra 6 d . a d a y , in M a r c h 1l^i<4. 
CK..0 
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Have been havin^i'; a bad trot at gaaiblini; l o c e l y , but managed to g e t it a] 
back in one n i g h t . H a v e n ' t done [nuca s i n c e . I nave seen jjucy a coupJ 
of t i m e s , but c a n ' t g e t ner to maKe up her m i n d . 
Had leave in July and arrived back in C a i r n s 6 . 9 . 1 9 4 4 . I am sitting on 
the beach writin^^ this u p , and am g o i n g to see a n old friend of M r s , 
C a m e r o n ' s , a M r s . W a l l a c e . She is getting, pretty old n o w , just on 8 0 , 
L e f t Hed B a n K a t 9 a,m. 7th S e p t . f o r tne last stage of my journey back 
to c a m p at " a n d e e l a . Had the IUCK to ^ e t ray old K i t bag back f r o m New 
G u i n e a w h i l e I w a s in B r i s b a n e last t i m e , and took it up to L u c y ' s and 
l e f t it t i e r e , w h e r e it w i l l be quite s a f e , and I w i l l Know where it is, 
V.'hen I arrived bacK in C a m p , w a s v.-arned for o v e r s e a s d r a f t , but we do no 
k n o w w h e n , but we nave a n idea tnat our next C a m p mignt be in the P h i l -
l i p i n e s , w h i c h should be a l r i g h t . C a r r i e d on w i t h the same t r a i n i n g . 

It is nov N O V K M B E H , and the training is still the s a m e , V e are start­
ing to pacK up the Q . store n o w . Some B n ' s , nave already g o n e , but I 
t h i n k w e w i l l be the last to g o , 
D E C E M B E R Plenty of w o r K pacKin^^ u p now, it is funny where all the g e a r 
c o m e s f r o m . V e w i l l nave about 80 tons w n e n we leave h e r e . 
W e l l here it is tne 6th and i nave nad my B I R T H D A Y . Sorry to say I gol 
just about f u l l , as some of the b o y s got a couple of bottles of g i n and 
g a v e to m e . D i d n ' t f e e l too good on the 7 t h , so w e n t d o w n tne beach an^ 
had a good s l e e p . 
X I M S , and we are still h e r e , but v.ill be gone before tne end of the mont 
Had a very nice X m a s d i n n e r , and t e a , T u r K e y , and all Kinds of p o u l t r y , 
a l s o plenty of ham and meat and plum pudding, and best of all plenty of 
b e e r . There w e r e some f i g h t s , and one c h a p , just about w e n t m a d , and 
tooK to the C O . w i t n a carving K n i f e , He is nov. in the IOCK u p , and 
w a i t i n g lor c o u r t m a r t i a l . 
2 7 t h L e a v i n g V a n d e e l a t o n i g h t , one would noc thin^^here had ever b e e n 
a c a m p h e r e , and everything?; is cleaned u p . The trucKS nave all been 
l o a d e d , and some of the boys have already gone w i t h tnem, to load onto 
the- s n i p . E n t r a i n e d at a quarter past 12 a.m, and arrived C a i r n s for 
b r e a K f a s t , , then w e n t straight on board s h i p , the "City of M e x i c o " , 
v;e are pretty c r o w d e d , we pulled out 9.15 a,m. and once m o r e , I a m 
w a t c h i n g the shores of A u s t r a l i a f a d i n g a w a y , 

********** 
H a y i n g a v e r y c a l m t r i p , W e have no e s c o r t , passed Milne Bay about 7 pj 
second day o u t , then headed up the coast of N . G , W e Know w h e r e we are 
g o i n g n o w , ARiilVED A I T O P I 4th J A N . 1 9 4 5 . W e had to c l i m b over the 
ship's side by rope l a d d e r s to g e t into the b a r g e s , w h i c h are to taKe 
u s a s h o r e , A R R I V E D in our new C a m p 2,50 p,m, on the 6th J A N , W e w e n 
floe a swim in the s u r f , and saw w h e r e tne Y a n k s had landed the July 
b e f o r e , a l s o sav; some J a p . pill b o x e s , but we had seen them before at 
G o n a . These b o x e s nad been burned out by flame t h r o w e r s . Came back 
and w e n t to a Y a n k picture show, w h i c h v/as not bad tne "Merry M o n a k a m s " 
N o t h i n g m u c h d o i n g next d a y , so I v/rote a couple of l e t t e r s . It is now 
12 n o o n 8 t h J A N , F r o m 8th J a n . to 15th F e b , we nad a pretty easy tin 
O n the 16th ireb, we g o t w o r d that we were g o i n g u p to the f r o n t , and le: 
n e x t day 1.7th, w i t h e v e r y t h i n g we p o s s e s s e d , and w e n t a b o u t 40 miles by 
t r u c K , w n c r e w e camped for the nij n t , I w a s on guard iruia 2 a.m, till 
4 a,m, but e v e r y t h i n g w a s very q u i e t . The next day 1 3 t h , we started t 
m a r c h , and boy w a s it h o t . We marched for tv/o d a y s before we caught u p 
w i t h the 2/8th B n . w h i c h we v/ere to be attached t o . We tnen had a d a y s 
s p e l l , and t h e n w e n t ijip w i t h the B n . and I helped to carry our f i r s t 
b a t t l e c a s u a l t y of this C a m p a i g n on the 21st F E B . 1 9 4 5 . 
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P l e n t y of w o r k in the next ni'^^nth, a s w e w e r e w i t h a B n . a l l the t i m e . 
Had some very hard c a r r i e s , as tiicrc are a lot of hills around n e r e . 
The a d v a n c e is going pretty w e l l at p r e s e n t , the engingers c a n ' t k e e p 
u p w i t h tae I n f , as a l l the r o a d s have to be remade by t n e m , 
V.e had a c o u p l e of d a y s spell on the 19ta and 20th IvuinCii, and then on 
a g a i n , I w a s w i t a the forwara troops w h e n B u t t Lrome w a s taken. 
S o f a r B . C o y . aas brougat in just on 400 C a s u a l t i e s , v'.e are told 
t h a t we have oeen d o i n g u good j o b , and we are very popular w i t a the 
B n s . w h o do not like A . C o y . of our Field A m b . and they are alv/ays 
pleased w n e n they know v.hat C o y . of stretcher b e a r e r s are g o i n g in 
w i t a t h e m . V.e are by ourselves at p r e s e n t , just B . C o y . V.e nave 
our own ii.i,^. and have to K e e p things m o v i n g , A couple of hours 
g u a r o every n i g h t , i s still startin^f, to tell on u s , and we are a l l 
s t a r t i n g to g e t a bit t i r e d . 
Received a letter f r o m Lucy on the 2nd of A P R I L 1 9 4 5 , telling me of 
W a l l y d e a t h . S e n t aer a telegram of S y m p a t h y . 
M E R L L is very sicK a t p r e s e n t . I have only w r i t t e n a couple of 
l e t t e r s home in the last two m o n t h s . W e n t in to taxe a hill on the 
btn A p r i l . It w a s pretty hot for a n hour or s o , and I g o t a couple of 
s c r a t c h e s f r o m a N i p and ais r i f l e , but an I n f . chap g o t him before he 
h u r t me too m u c h . Had a piece of plaster on my forehead for a couple 
of d a y s . On the 7 t h A p r i l , I received a telegram f r o m h o m e , saying 
that Merle had been operates on and that she w a s very sicK, and could 
I g e t h o m e . I tried all d a y , but a l l I received w a s syrapatoy, I had 
a talK to my C O , but he said he c o u l d n ' t do a n y t h i n g w i t h o u t a L r ' s , 
c e r t i f i c a t e , so I sent a wire asking.; for it but it w i l l ta^e a f o r t ­
n i g h t to g e t bacK h e r e . In the meantime I v/as sent bacK to my ppstj 
a s we are very short h a n d e d . I d o n ' t go muca on my caances of getting 
h o m e , so I hope e v e r y t h i n g turns out a l r i g a t , 
8 t h . 9ta A P R I L , S t i l l no word f r o m h o m e , I a m pretty w o r r i e d . 
1 0 t h . L e t t e r f r o m B o n n e y t o d a y , MLRiiL is not d o i n g too b a d , but I am 
still trying to ^et h o m e . 11th kPnlh, We are aaving a couple 
of d a y s spell at p r e s e n t , w h i c h we badly n e e d . Had a IOOK at the small 
C e m e t e r y t o d a y , and saw w a e r e there v/ere quite a few of my c o b b e r s frorr, 
the 39th B n . b u r i e d . Taere are a lot less of the old bunch n o w , 
I have helped and carried quite a few of them o u t , 12th. S t i l l no wor^s 
b u t e x p e c t to go in a g a i n s o o n . 1 3 t h , S t i l l no more letters f r o m home 
W i s h I could g e t home to see Î /LbRU:., 14th, No w o r K y e t , and no word 
f r o m h o m e . 15th ijetter t o n i g h t , MERijL still very s i c K , treating her 
w i t h P e n i c i l l i n , 1 6 t h . V.rote home t o d a y . News f r o m f r o n t line not _ 
so g o o d . 7 killed y e s t e r d a y , and they called this a mopping u p C a m p a i g n 
1 7 t h . A n o t h e r five k i l l e d , 1 8 t n , G o i n g up in the m o r n i n g , 
1 9 t h . W e n t in w i t h the I n f , t o d a y , fired m̂ - f i r s t few shots of this 
C a m p a i g n . T h i n K I hit a N i p , but not s u r e , but I aad to taKe c o v e r , 
and get a wounded c h a p o u t . I received no praise f r o m the C o r p , 0,C,_ 
f o r g e t t i n g h i m out . The n i g h t s are the w o r s t as they are hard on thjB 
n e r v e s , 2 4 t h . Out a g a i n . 2 6 t h . L o o k s liKe a n o t h e r long march in a 
couple of d a y s out behind tne r a n g e s , 2 7 t n , Moved C a m p near beaca. 
2 3 t i . G o i n g into tne h i l l s t o m o r r o w , 29th & 3 0 t h , A b o u t the hottest 
time we have nad so f a r . W e r e c e i v e c our f i r s t C a s u a l t y . T r e v o r Plummer 
g o t killed last n i g h t , c o u l d n ' t g e t him o u t , and had to leave h i m there 
w i t h a n o t n e r uead c h a p . Had a letter f r o m home t o d a y , NiLHuL not too4 
b a d . My a p p l i c a t i o n f o r leave KnocKed b a c K . It is raining liKe tne 
^ e v i l at p r e s e n t , anc we are all w e t t h r u , ., ^ • ^ n 
T s t M A Y 1^45. A n o t h e r bad day t o d a y , too much lead flying, for my l i K i n ^ . ; 
d i d n ' t g e t any sle^p last n i g h t , a s tne Nips are only oO y a r d s avj-ay an 
they are t h r o w i n g g r e n a d e s a t u s , so I am Keeping w e l l d o w n in my h o l e . 
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M y nerves are starting to g o n o w , but everybody else's are the s a m e . 
2nd MX 1 9 4 5 . o t i l l tne s a m e , w e t thru for three d a y s n o w . D o n ' t 
looK like g e t t i n g out y e t , 4 t h . Had no sleep a g a i n last n i g h t , and 
it is still r a i n i n g , and tne J a p s , are e v e r y w n e r e . 
Found P l u m ' s , body t o d a y , after a n attacK to c l e a n U J the h i l l , w h i c h 
w e did - the little c o w s had cut him u p , ta^en out iris heart and l i ' c r , 
and cooiced and eaten t h e m . V.e are a l l feeling pretty sore about i t . 

I g o t myself an Owen G u n last n i g h t , so I w i l l f e e l a bit safer n o w . 
A n y b o d y w o u l d think I v.'as a n Infantry c h a p instead ol a Stretcher B e a r e r . 

5 t h . V'.ell, tnnnK g u o d n e s s tnat is o v e r , our relief came u p this m o r n i n g , 
and we are g o i n g out f o r a spell a g a i n . I said quite a few prayers 
l a s t w e e K , and they w e r e a n s w e r e d . On our way out we were a m b u s h e d , 
I f o r g o t all about being a m e d i c a l o r d e r l y , and I w a s out in f r o n t , 
A c n a p a l o n g side of me got one tnru the c n e s t . I fired a few s n o t s , 
and then starteu to d r e s s the w o u n d . By this time we were out away 
a b o u t 20 y a r d s , and the O.C. had to g e t tne c n a p s together and come 
ana g e t us bacK o u t . Ihere were 4 B r e n G u n s , and 11 O w e n G u n s , 
feind they stood shoulder to shoulder till we crawled o u t . I w a s just 
a b o u t a l l i n , as he w a s a big c h a p , and c o u l d n ' t iielp me m u c h , but he 
thanked m e , and that nelped s o m e w n a t . I lost my g u n in tne s c r i m m a g e , 
so I d i d n ' t have to carry tnat hut, Ihe J a o s . w e r e still t h e r e , and 
there w a s quite a lot of lead flying, a b o u t . I grabbed the wounded chap's 
r i f l e , and had a few s h o t s , and I Know I nit one in the a r m . 
W e are back on the c o a s t a g a i n n o w , but d o n ' t Know now long f o r . 

There w a s a very nice l e t t e r f r o m G e n e r a l o t e v e n s pinned u p on the [[̂  
b o a r d , telling us five w h a t a good joo we had d o n e . There w a s a "~ 
D . C . M . and M . N . w o n in that 6 d a y s , so we d i d n ' t do too b a d l y . 
Nothing d o i n g at p r e s e n t , 
IriL V.'AK IB OVLK IN LuhOPl . M i g h t not be so very long before it is 
a l l f i n i s h e d n o w , 
dad a letter f r o m Lucy t o d a y . She is going; to marry a YamCj so that's 
t n a t . 14th JUNE 1 9 4 5 . xiaving a spell a t p r e s e n t , looks like I 
have had my last g o a t the J a p s . Have not done very much in tne last 
m o n t h . 
15th J U N E . Had a couple of S t r e t c h e r carries l a t e l y . W e nave taKen 
W e w a K and D o v e B a y . It is only a m a t t e r of time n o w , out till the 
end of the m o n t h , w h e n I w e n t to a C o m m a n d o S q u a d r o n , iiad two more 
c a s u a l t i e s , one shot thru the b a c K , and one in the e y e , but both O.A. 
Plenty of patrolling w i t h C o m m a n d o t r o u p ^ out nearly every d a y , g e t 
one or two Nips now and a g a i n . W e have the Native Police B o y s 
w i t h u s , w h o save u s g e t t i n g into a lot of t r o u b l e , I thinK they 
c a n smell w h e n tnere is a J a p , c l o s e , 
2 6 t h JUi^Y, o t i l l w i t h the t r o o p , nave w o r n out a pair of boots 
w h i l e I have been h e r e . W i l l be g o i n g d o w n to the beach t o m o r r o w , 
f o r a w e « K ' s s p e l l . W e n t u p to the F i d , A m b . t o d a y , and had a y a r n , 
stayed f o r two d a y s . W i l l be bacK w i t n tne T r o o p 31 st CUXJY. 
U p in the hills a g a i n , but t h i n g s arc very q u i e t , the w a r is nearly ovei 
R u s s i a n s are coming d o w n on the J a p s , and the a t o m i c B o m b , V e i l 
the good n e w s has come t h r u , but we are still in our p o s i t i o n s , but 
w i l l be g o i n g out in a day or t w o , bacK d o w n on the coast a g a i n , and 
the co\»t»ers and I nave been told w e can go bacK to tne F i d , A m b . 
The C O , thanKed u s f o r our w o r K and we v/ere put on a b a r g e , headed 

f o r W e w a K , W e arrived bacK in C a m p that n i g h t , and were told we were 
e x e m p t f r o m duty f o r a f o r t n i g h t . A l l we did w a s eat and s l e e p , and 
s w i m , and lay in the s u n . 

...... ? 4 
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V"'e think we might be home for X m a s . Hope it is r i ^ ^ . ihe points 
system is starting to w o r K n o w , out we still thinK we w i l l be home 
f o r X m a s . .'ell that settles about bein^^ home for X m a s , the 
B o m b has ~ust f a l l e n , a l l ihose w i t h points below 157 are g e t t i n g 
transferred to tae 15ta i l d . A m b . anc we are g o i n g in the m o r n i n g . 
I aave just wi'itten to J.1EUijL, telling a e r . 
vVell w e are d o w n in our nev; C a m p , but we a l l r e c k o n we arc not going 
to do any w o r x , as w e are ail very crooked on t n i n g s . .iad a pep 
talk by our new C.^.. t o d a y , and he tola us that this C a m p w i l l be 
w h a t we maKe i t , and that he v/ill not be hard on u s , as all the w o r K 
w i l l be divided o u t , and there w o u l d oniy b* a b o u t 4 hours w o r K a d a y . 
I w a s put on the v/ood h e a p w i t a five othf-r c h a p s . It is not bad w o r k , 
and L; c h a p g e t s some e x e r c i s e . 
Vv'e stayed taere f o r just on fefto m o n t a s , maKing a r r a n g e m e n t s for X m a s . 
I am on the ' e l f a r e C o m m i t t e e . I also give out th-. beer of a ihursday 
V.'e have J a p s w o r K i n g around tae C a m p now, and I thinK nexi w e e K I 
w i l l be g e t t i n g some for the wood h e a p , I nave 12 Japs worKir^; n o w , 
and they do nearly as much as the 6 of us ust;d to d o . A l l the others 
are swimming all d a y . Life is generally pretty cosy just n o w . 
Had a very nice X m a s . 4 of us saved up our oeer for over a m o n t h , 
and we just about g o t f u l l >gmas L v e . Also X m a s L a y . C o u l d n ' t do 
any w o r K betv/een X m a s and New Y e a r , 

******** 

Today the 2nd of January 1 9 4 6 , I nad to go and g e t a saw b e n c h , w h i c h 
I d i d , a l s o a n engine to r u n i t . The next day set it u p and it 
w o r k e d . It would be a lot easier to saw by an engine than by h a n d . 
I also had a J a p . . i r e l e s s , w h i c h w a s very h a n d y , as we use zo g e t 
ail th<- n e w s . I have g o t a big neap of wood chopped n o w . 
They have the new party list out n o w , and I am on i t . I w i l l have 
to see w h a t can be done a b o u t g e t t i n g off i t , i w a s paraaed to the 
C o . this mornin^:, and I told him way I v.-anted to get h o m e , and he 
said a l r i g h t , I could g o , as long as I had e n o u g a wood chopped for 
a m o n l a , as I v/as tae only one w h o could use the b e n c h . N e e d l e s s 
to say the w o o d v/as chopped u p . 
A t last w e w e r e told the name of the ship that we were to go home 
on "OiUllLiTON" , and there were just on 700 of u s . Niy number w a s 4 4 9 . 

W e l e f t New G u i n e a , W e w a K 24th J a n . 1946 and arrived B r i s b a n e , 
W e had a g r e a t trip thru the C i t y in open t r u c K S , and tne people 
g a v e us a wondei'ful v e l c o m e . 
L e f t B r i s b a n e for oydney on tae 1st F e b . 1946 arrived 5 . 3 0 p.m., and 
left f o r ' M e l b o u r n e a t 6.25 p.m. 
A r r i v e d 12 N o o n 2nd F e b . 1946 w h e r e A u n t y B e a t , Uncle L e s and Toots 
w e r e w a i t i n g to meet m e . W e n t to the H o s p i t a l in the a f t e r n o o n , 
and saw M e r l e , and w a s I glad to see h e r , and she m e . 
And t n e n I arrived 6 p.m. on the 2nd F e b r u a r y 1 9 4 6 , after a n absence 
of e i g h t e e n m o n t h s . FIN'^TS 

T a k e n f r o m the hand w r i t t e n t r a n s c r i p t by B e t t y and F a y e H o b j a n t , 
F e b r u a r y 1 9 ^ 4 . 


