85T 3 2 32 Pages 3d.

eas
helpe

.;ho




™~

joID 9M alay

o OIgA
® Jop ajup Jumppoa ® jo ey
U340 3,U0M oM JRG—)p] B HMoP
SaN08 oUE M1} oaRIIEX U}
Appurey £or mis Loye . oy,

UL ArLrguna
Pue 0 omod 0) 1Y poyse
I 0%w syjuowm gy Jng—om
Aprey yeoun yeeds of pewrvey
I—a%M  ayy Jgym  Foypuodsox
“103 frefaq em Un  Jaqy0
Yoso smomy o) 733 Apeex jou
PP oM, pres 94 Lepavysax
*wededyiiey
1% JulIeIpIoR NI YA uo juam
3 uweny, “Loymy, ®A ‘mijun
“5NY 0} Youq juos Sem gpgl uy
Put ‘eruowmaud s if 03
oy ‘womspn  Areygmy g
T WM Jupyly ey
“euores

ST waym poduoss Suenliay) o)
Aq Jouosprd wayey .ho—hwg
.Mé.?..u.. I}
338 I3y pupyeq Afpnoad spusys
o I 9w emyod amy wy)
'30331) [WOAJ 1EINNE PIIV Ot}
uj [eydsoy SUWeMmy Uy pupyeq
B FeA o Woym “qI'V oy
Jo ‘1M j3eqiag jowr oyg
*ISYOEI] Jooos
¢ omoodq pey oys  Aqymesex
03JIN) 9391 9YY euEy Iy £q
mq ‘usloq fe MY UM o Sua
~purqsny SNy 1oy jo Jyis ¥

0] Rueil) digs juwilpm oqy

WLy UAOp Supjooy sp oY 933
je-— nojodopedeg BsMogjuEx

i 7Y
am) Supnp ofe siead ourg
0994 Ul sfuruuilaq syt
Py L1098 sppy o  jySu
PUE jJaf 0} saunjpid oy
Ul 995 1o DUBHIAL Y,

SID3A &
19}}D—
uolunay

.




| Here to Wed M;r

when only 15,

, ville. He was then only

seen each other for nearly
years brought a certain

day.
However, soon they

—

*|sible.
! The romance

‘|a Greek hospital,

Later he fled to the
t|village of Katerini, where
‘|flancee’s family sheltered

for more than six months.

Om,..

old

The fact that they had
ness {0 their meeting yester-

chatting happily ahout Xan-
thoula’s voyage and of their
Blans to marry as-soon as pos-

‘|after Mr. Wrigley escaped fron
_the Germans who had taken
ilhim prisoner while he was in

During this time 15~ eal-
Xanthoula was his ycoz:c-

A small vivacious girl whe, in 1942

helped to hide an Austra-
lian soldier from
arrived yesterday
Cyrenia, to marry him.

.| The girl is Xanthouls Papa-

dopoulou (pictured above),
22, and her fiance, 24-year-old
Mr. Herbert Wrigley, of Yarra-

now

17.
ot
shy-

were

soon

tiny
his
him

in

and wes evacuated to Austra
by way of Turkey.

with
its

when he
lefter and she accepted.

want to forget those anxious
war days,

jolned the
later,
sion which had

into Greece by parachute.

until he developed pneumoni

Then Herbert Wrigley re-~

?memhe;e% tl;e little Greek

and her family who had
saved his life, -

rrespondence
Xanthoula which reached
climax 12 months ago,
broposed to her by

Now Xanthoula and Herbert

Yesterday they were more
keen to talk about Xan-
thoula’s excitement in being

stant companion. However, he

chosen Miss Cyrenia during

Greek guerillas and,
a8 British military mis-
been dropped

This “cat and mouse” exist~
ence gave him little time to
think much about Xanthoula,

She Hid from Enemy

COHQRS O O A Mg = =

8-l

trip
qith
salf

the voyage from Europe,
1

Pty.

P.O.W., a girl-and
a happy ending

T took one month and six days for one of
the newest Australians to be perfectly

satisfied for life that her new country was all
that it was said to be—and more.

She was Xanthoula
Papadopoulos, the young
Greek girl "'who came to
Melbourne last monf,h to
maxry Herbert Wrigley,
of Yarraville.

She had befriended him
when he was a prisoner of
war and her father was be-
trayed to the Nazis and
executed for sheltering him.

On Sunday she and Mr.
Wrigley will be married in

the Greck Orthodox Church {

in Melbourne.

® ({ERBERT WRIGLEY,

of Yarraville, and
Xanthoula Papadopoulos,
who  befriended him

of war in Greece, leaving
the Greek Orthodox
Church after their mar-
riage yesterday.

For ner wedding she wore
a flowing lace gown with a
full, billowing train.  Hep:
tulle veil was caught with
a coronet of orange blos-
som. Two bridesmaids —
fter future nieces — Mar-
celle and Fay Ramsay — fol-
lowed her to the altar.

They were dressed in pink
and blue organdie ballerinas,
offset with deep bands of
lace. An

Bells chimed and a priest
chanted as the bride and
her attendants were led to
the altar by the Rev. C.
Patsoyannis for the 35-
minute Greek Orthodox
cerermony.’

The reception was at the
home of the bridegroom’s
father, Mr. Tom Wrigley, in
Banool-ave., Yarraville,

Among the 200
were Eili and Anastasia
Arg{ms, who travelled to
Australia in the 3
with the bride,
friends, Mrs. D.
and Mr. Sotirls Gerusis, from

When an Argus reporter
visited her last night she was
iroming her fiance's sghirts
(pictyre above With him) in
readiness for their honey-
moan next week in Eastern
Gippsland. .

Since she arrived in Mel-
bourne Xanthoula had been
staying at the home of her
future  father-in-law, Mr.
Tom Wrigley, at Yarraville.

“And were glad she'll be
living here after she |is
married. fe0” sald  her
brother-in-law to be, Ernie
Wrigley,

“We were & bachelor house-
hold of three until she came,
he said. “She's taken a Iot
oft our shoulders.”

Apart from washing and
ironing, Xanthoula has taken
over copking. Her future
in-laws like her Greek varia-
tions on familiar dishes,

She has decided views on
Austraglian cooking, In the
excellent English which
gained her a teacher's diploma
in Balonika, she sgid: “¥You
people cannot cook at al.
¥ou have the best of every-
thing: in the world in the
way of food, bui you spoil
it in the way you cgok it”

Xanthoula did not bring
her trousseau from Greece.
It is being made in Australia
with those of her two blonde
bridesmalds, the Misses Fay
and Marcelle Ramsay. of
Blackburn, who will be Her
nieces affer the cersmony.

wiite he was a prisoner |

Salonika. her home town.
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A YOUNG Greek girl

who befriended a
fugitive Australian
soldier during the early
fighting in Greece nine
years ago, arrived in the
yesterday to

of Greece at Retini, near
Salonika, Herbert Wrig-
ley, of Yarraville, escaped
from a German prison
camp and, with the Nazis
at his heels, met 16-year-
old Xanthoula Papado-
poulou.

Lovely, brown-eyed Xan-
thoula, now 24, was selezted
as Misgs Cyrenia by nearly
1000 ngers on the voy-
age g Australia, Wrigley,
now 31, had not seen her
since he bade farewell to the
Papadopoulou family nine
years ago.

@ The couple are piciured
above just afier th were
re-united at North 5

Théir romance began
when Wrigley, his ankle in-
i capiared hy ihe
D . Was ca, ed by the
Germans. A?ter escaping
he came upon the mountsin
home of the Papadopoulous
and with other Aus
sheltered there,

Said Wrigley -yesterday:
“John Papadopoulou, a

girl comes to wed
soldier she sheltered

AR

High in the mountains | Greek hero of those days— ||

and one of the finest gentle-
men I ever knew.”

The family hid Wrigley
for six %ont}és Hle angl bgg
young Gree en,
many walks tgiough ozhe
mountains and forests when
the local grapeyvine reporied
the area “all clear.”

At this time there were
many stories of fhe i
work of the Brilt;séh intellg-
gence iroops, y
parachute for intelli o
sabotage and guerrilla acti-
vities.

Wrigley and other Aus-
tralians decided fto join
them. With his ankle fully
mended, well fed and
clothed, he bade farewell to
Xanthoula.

Wrigley fought with the
guerrillas until he contract-
ed pneumonia. After a
razor-blade operation, in the
mountaing, he was taken out
of the country by the under-
ground.

Since then, he and Xan-
thoula have corresponded
regularly. Last January she
decided to come out and

fcal ! marry him.

- yhoo! teacher, was a typ:
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THE ARGUS, Monday, March 5, 1951

OF ASIA R
stralia

Grecian
finale

HAPPIEST DAY of their lives—and this wedding has
ht quite a story behind it. Beautiful bride is Greek Xan-
sir || thoula, Papadopoulus, who helped husband Herbéit
ta || Wrigley, of Yarraville, when he was an eseaped prisoner
®r || of war in Greece in 1941, They are leaving the Greek
Orthodox Church in East Melbourne after their wedding
a= vows had been made yesterday, = 3
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SIT-IN BRINGS CHARGES

Eight university students
were charged yesterday
with wilful trespass after
they staged an anti-con-
scription sit-in for two
hours at the Common-
wealth Centre in Spring
Street.

Commonwealth police
dragged the students out by
the boot-heels when they
refused to leave a geventh-
floor corridor after 5 p.m.

The students -— members
of Students for a Democra-
tic Soclety — went to the
building to confront the
Victorian Director of Labor
and National Service (Mr.
W. K, Allen).

Draft cards

They wanted to show him
the remains of seven draft
cards burned at separate
lunchtime demonstrations
at La Trobe and Melbourne
universities yesterday.

Mr, Allen agreed to see
representatives of the
group, but the gindents re-
fused the offer.

For about 114 hours 12
students occupied the ninth
floor planning and research
department,

Nine of them moved to
the seventh floor to con-
duct a corridor sit-in soon
after 4 pm.

A Department of the In-
terior officer (Mr. D. F.
Tierney) told the students
shortly befors 3 pm. that
Commonwealth police
~ would arrest them If tasy

Carried

One girl left, and polica

students to lifts and then
to them to the City

officer in charge of
onwealth police in
v 1C (Ingpector- A, Jack«
sony sald last night police
would proceed on sums

" Most of the demonstrators police evicted
from the Commonwealth Centre in Mel-
bourne yesterday were dragged out feet

| first, but the girl above got more- gentle  HONses against students

treatment jrom the Commonwealth police ~ Wio burned draft cards,
sergeant. One of the sergeant’s.colleagues Feeri 5 wmﬁ“{i g:‘l
is using a less considerate method fn the  Gach. o ol eant

! picture belc-- can be fined up to $200.

Sl e

carried the remalning eight |
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Lo the Banoui-aven. home as
Y tfuture wife a s

Yarraville Soldier Re-united
With Greek Beauty

Sevenfy-three-year-old Mr Tom Wrigley, 8 Banool-ave,, Yarra-
viile, wits a happy man this week. Hic own life bad been composed
of adventupe and sctivity, and, on Monday came concrete evidence,
in a lovely form, of the same gualities in one of his sons,

Mr Wrigley’s son Bert brought
his | Wrigley left his future wife that
kling beauly |she arrived to live here. Mr Wrig-

It was mine years after Bert

Vtrom Greece. She was dark-eyed |ley, senior, had himself been sep-

it Xanthoula Papedopoulou,

mans in Greece during the war.

24 |arated from his family twice n
d vears, who befriended him while |his lifetime. Firstly, soon aftér he
s~ he was sheltering from the Ger-|was married in his native town of
Lancashire, England, he answered ||

A SCROLL :

Old Tom Wrigley was sotry the call 1o serve in the Boer War
that his wife was not there 1o|m South Africa. A litle over &
welcome her future daughter-in- | decade later he served in World

law, Mrs Wrigley having died last | W

IS HER
TREASURFE

Raven-haired Xanthoula

Wrigley, of Yarraville, was o L AR TR

Tesiorday given what she R :

mr:d he:;;m:;nesttrea.w:mﬂ:r the war Xan-
= o8] cate of begrn eorrespond-

Australian citizenship, | 102 with one of the Aus-

tralians, Bert
Xanthonla was one of| i 1951 came voﬂgl:gir:ﬂ:

75 New Australians natu-| !0 marty him,
ralised at Footscray ‘l‘:::ln

=02
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st- girl.

May, She had known of the Greek

ar L
Most of his eight children were
reared after he settled in Aus

Hall, Jn};:ey now have a son,

then as NAZeT

;lhm Papadopoules, she dc:;‘l’" H. Bassett yester-| and
eiped her parents to pro-

_tect four Australians who

Xanthoula’s

3 3;- who watehed siste: &
Duriny World his mother receive h re-in-law — Mrs, F.
P War IL| certificate from Mayg g.hﬂ‘ggiet::h':f ffar;rmom; 2:1-,:
Wl Mrs. I Ramsay, zf’
gee h';:-unbe:mm came to
three h'a_lian ftioen, e an Aus-

atcefided  Francis  Streer  State
Schoal and Footscray Tech.

Bert joined the AIF when the
war started after being an’army
cadet before the war. He served

peing evacuated as a hospital
patient, having injured his leg,
when the Germans bombed the
ship in port. Bert dived overboard
and swam ashore not long before
the ship was sunk.

He was later captured, but.
when his leg improved, he

1o e UN e

[EN

; - |escaped. One day, he, with other
, un pleasan‘l‘ Australians. came upon the mout-

Asked at a
ment WOIJId am»described by Bert Wrigley as a

tain home of Xanthoula's father.
A schoolmaster, the father gave
them shelter for some time and is

“typical Greek hero and a fine

%, I

gentleman.”

The friendship which sprang up
between the fugitive Australian
and the schoolmaster’s pretly

tralia, Bert, hero of this week, |

in the famous sixth division in the |
Middie East. In Greece, he was|:

mLLAn mEREEw <09 ¥hNR

EO S I

young daughter had a new begin-
ning this week.
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Minister for Veterans’ Affairs
50 Lonsdale Street

Ref BMIN014518 Melbourne

File 09/009741-04 Victoria 3000
Telephone: (03) 9096 8830
Facsimile: (03) 9096 3611
DX: 210292

Mrs Xanthoula Wrigley

9 Marilyn Crescent
RINGWOOD VIC 3124

i

Dear Mrs Wrigley
THE VICTORIAN VETERANS DIGITAL STORYTELLING PROJECT

The Victorian Government understands the importance of passing Victoria's war
history on to subsequent generations so the sacrifice of our veterans is remembered.
The Veterans Digital Storytelling Project, being run by the Government in partnership
with the Australian Centre for the Moving Image (ACMI) and the Shrine of
Remembrance, is one way that we can preserve veterans’ stories and their first-hand
knowledge for future generations.

The project aims to record the experiences of Victoria’s veterans, as well as civilians
with relevant experiences of life during war-time. The stories that are coliected wiii be
made available for public viewing on the internet and are already being used as a
resource for Victorian secondary school teachers and students.

| have been advised that you have been identified as someone who could make a
valuable contribution to the project and that you have agreed to be involved in the
three-day workshop -being conducted -at ACMI at Federation Square on Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday, the 9%, 10" and 11" of May 2012.

The first day of the workshop will commence at 9.30am and ACMI staff will work
directly with you and other veterans, to make sure that the process is both a
productive and pleasurable experience for you. A short 4-5 minute DVD will be
produced that attempts to capture a small portion of your experience and reflections
on your service.

| would like to thank you for giving your valuable time to the storytelling project and
for your service to our community. | trust yeu -will enjoy the eRperience along with
your fellow veterans. g o~

If you have any comments or queries about the project, please contact Patricia
Pollard of the State Government’s Veterans Unit, on 9935 3037.

Yours sincerely

o 7 / 7

/ Ve

HUGH DELAHUNTY MP
Minister for Veterans' Affairs

Date: (Qé ? 91"/&




The Belle of Cyrenia by Xanthoula Wrigley

| have a love story to tell. But | have to start in 1940.

| was 14 years old. War was declared between Italy & Greece.
Italy invaded Greece, so the Germans could concentrate on the
other parts of Europe.

One morning on my way to school in Salonica | heard the sirens.
We were all sent home, school was closed. My father was
democratic and we made decisions as a family. My father knew
what was coming and we had to leave immediately. The only time
| saw my parents argue was when my father had to sell all the
household items to buy provisions for the hard times to come.

-
-

We gathered a few belongings and got on a train to Katerini. We
walked 24kms to a village near Mount Olympus. My grandfather
had a house there, it’'s where my parents met and where { was
born. We escaped the bombings and starvation, and we thought
we’d be safe there.

Despite the dangers, my father also sheltered & helped Allied
soldiers who were fugitives hiding in the hills. We saw it as our
duty to help, even when there were locals collaborating with
Nazi’s.

It's war which turned my life upside down. Up until then life was
fairly normal & happy. But these changes brought tragedy and
unexpected gifts. And this is where my love story begins.

It was 1941 when | first remember seeing Slim. A shepherd found
him in the hills and brought him to “the teacher,’ my father. It was
night, there was a knock on the door and | saw a tall, young,
frightened man. He knew from then on ours wa$ a safe house 1o
visit.



The Belle of Cyrenia by Xanthoula Wrigley

One time | remember Slim came by, his shoes had fallen apart.
My grandfather gave him his Sunday boots.

My sister and | were boarding and studying in Salonica, so | didn’t
see much of Slim but | knew stories from my parents. He stayed
in the area until he joined the Greek Resistance, the Partisans.

After 2 years of fighting alongside them, the Partisans organised
his escape because he was sick. At night they smuggled him from
Greece to Turkey by boat across the Aegean Sea. It was filled
with bags of onions which nearly caught fire from an engine
spark. They were lucky not to be noticed by a German patrol boat.

ne
-

He returned to Australia in 1945.

I's 9 years since | first met Slim, and I'm 23 yeatrs old. It’s a winter
night. I'm sitting around looking at family photos and a small piece
of paper falls out. On it was Slim’s address in Australia.

I'd been studying English for a couple of years, and | wrote a
simple letter. An answer came within a fortnight. We
corresponded for an entire year. We became curious about each
other and exchanged photos. In one of the letters Slim invited me
to come to Australia. My mother didn’t want me to go and hid my
passport, but my grandfather was encouraging.

| sailed alone to Melbourne. The captain organised a ball the night
before we landed. | was crowned the Belle of Cyrenia, which was
the name of the ship.



The Belle of Cyrenia by Xanthoula Wrigley

The next-day we-docked. 1 met a photographer looking for
immigrant stories. | told him | was coming to meet an Australian
soldier | knew from the war. He made me pose for a photo leaning
over the side of the ship pretending to see Slim. | was looking in
the crowd for a tall, blue-eyed man. I found him, pulled his sleeve
and said, “Herbert”.

| had three months to decide if this was the man for me. Slim
respected this time and | lived with his sister. The journalists
followed our story all the way to the wedding.

At the service the church was filled with Greek people and the
minister said to the crowd since this girl doesn’t have family it is
up to us to adopt her. They did.

With the passing of time, deep love came. We had a 2 sons and 4
grandsons. Slim & | shared 44 happy years together.

It took me 10 years to visit Greece again. | went with my boys and
we stayed for a year. The city had grown and | had too. | only
remembered Greece during the hard years and it was nice to see
things had improved for my family. | feel like | belong to both
countries now. Through tragedy | found happiness.






