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Thank you, gentlenen, for the warm way in which you responded to the
toast to "Thc Inconing President! and thank you George for your kind
remarks,

 Perhaps one of my first tasks as President should be to escotch a

rumour that appcars to be circulating within Melbourne Legacy. I

can assurc Legatces that it is not true that that small Branch of
Helbourne Legacy just "north of the river" (I've even heard it called
the | YPremicr Branch") - I'm referring to Heidelberg, of coursce - has
a mortgage on supplying candidates for Melbourne Presidency.

Seriously, gentlemen, my feelings tonight are probably very similar

to those of all 53 Past Presidents of this Club on similar occasions.

I feel both proud and humble teo follow men of such calibre. I have
been privileged to know, and in somc cascs to work with, 32 Past
Presidents of Melbourne Legacy during my few ycars in the organisation.

It is with gratitude that I acknowlcdge the help given during the past
few months in so many ways by so many peoplc.

Jean and I arc most grateful for the help and advice given by George
and his wife Bernice since last September. They have nade the job
ahead appear to be within our capabilitics.

It is said within Legacy that no Legatce goes it alone - and it is very

true. Among those who.give us help are our own immediate families. T
acknowledge the understanding and help given to me by my wife, Jean,
and my two daughters, Carclyiand Yvonne, not only in this venture, but
during the whole of ny Legacy involvement. I would couple with those
three very important people our two sons-in-law, Chris and Greg, and

thank them both for being part of this night with me.

To my employer,Frank Pcarson, I publicly acknowledge his generosity in
giving his blessing for ne tu take on this assignment. TFrank is not
only an ex-scrviceman, but has been a most generous friend to Legacy
over a number of ycars. Our Cuntral Gippsland Group Legatces are very
aware of this fact.

I will always be grateful to the two men who proposcd and scconded me

into Legacy : Legatec Jock McAuley and Ted Savage and both arc here
tonight; grateful becausc it has allowed me to be a part of this
organisation and share the comradeship on which Lc&acy vas founded.

I believe this spirit of comradeship is very evident this evening when
we see so many interstate and country Legatees joining - their Melbourne
comrades,.

It is important also to remember all members of Melbourne Legacy House

'staff - the help and understanding for an incoming President has been

tremendous.

What of the year shead? T sce the ielbourne Legacy year of 1976 being
no less challenging than previous years. There is still a great nced
for Legacy's role in the community and I believe this role will

‘continue to widen.

?_thn one realizes that in the 14 years since 1961 we have secen the total

‘number of Legacy widows throughout Australia rise from 36,000 to 81,000

in 1975, while the number of Junior Legatees under 21 has decrecased
only marginally from ncarly 26,000 to a little over 23,000 in the sam-
period.
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Obviously thc problems of those we term our scenior widows - these are
widows of men who scrved in Yorld Yar I, and we have some 5,000 in
metropolitan Helbourne Legacy - nust becone an increasing part of the
work-load of ilelbournc Leogatces.

In the Annual Report you can rcad details of what has been done over
the past 12 months to provide flat accommodation for widows who can
look after themsclves. In previous ycars Melbourne Legacy, in
conjunction with other community orgonisations, has provided carc and
accommodation for some of our frail aged.

To prpvide this type of carc for our widows, and to continue our help
to our Junior Legatecs, we will neced the support of friends of Legacy
for many years to conc. To each of our puests here this evening, we
thank you for what you have donc for Legacy.

Gentlemen, may I conclude by saying how grateful I am to my fellow
Legatees for the honour given me, and I accept with pride the Charter,
Codel'and hictory of Legacy for safe keeping during the coming twelve
months.

Thank you! all®,



