Shortl after the outbreak of hostilitica in
“urope i September 193, and Australis entr
into the wag, L was apparent to the Commander it2-
Chief of the Australian Forces, General Sir Ghomas
B’l&mwg, that there wae an immediate need for the-
establishment of Servicemen's Hostels in the
Capital citics of Australis,

As a tesult of his interest in the welfare of the
men under his command, Si Ghomas approached
v umnber of leading business men, representatives of
“ompanics, R.xcirzg Clubs and other bodies, the—>

utcome of which was a nzcding st Scolts Hotel,
Helbourne, on the 2912 November1939 under the
Jb;\h‘n:&rzship of MedJ Liston, Tt was then, \51&,1:1 that
he generald proposal be put mbo cffect az :s,occd'ily‘ A
20335ible, the proposed hoste] be zz.mzcc!,Bl‘y\nzcy House,
At afund to fiance if be createc, and thata ,
~onutlee of Danagement b sppotnted with (leston
s Chatrman and Brig.J.C.Stewart as Hon, :Secm‘ca‘vgg .



Afm imwﬁgaﬁn%{ differont premises, Robl’s
Buildings at the corner of Ning and Collins Streets,
which had a strong appeal cvoing fo ifs locality, was

selected. Due to the fzmpaﬂwﬁc unc%rsfzmding of

the owners (TA.Macleod €state) arrangements were
quickly completed tolease tie first floor of this
building, which had ¢ reviously been ocatpied as
a Club.

Installation of plant and equipment to provic
meals was at once put i hand and work procecd...
mpidlg, 50 that on the 250d. Decarmber, 19304 well
equipped kitchen, diningroom, lavatories, showers ai..
other Jocilifice awere available for use — afimited
rnumber of Servicomer: Mi,’a,,uxﬂ,fzj mjogmg thew first
wartine Chitstinas dinner af the hostel. 1t was a
proud achtevement and a credit fo the Committee.

Frices cha-vgcd Servicomeon were as follows

1’/-'61. oo bed per n'tght
ad. .. 'bmﬁ.kfae‘t
10c, .. three-course mid day
or c;-mning meal.

It was obvious from the outset that the cost of
tunning the Hostel, even in these initial stages,
could not be met from income, as the Committecs

policy was to make only s small charge for




accommodation and meals, with aview 4o gi‘v{nﬂ

the mon the best possible service at the least
possible cost.

In order to meet this anticipated loss and fo
provide for the cost of additional plant, equipment
and improvements to the leaschold premises e
find which had been faunched af the tnaugiiral
meeting and generously supported from the outset,
had steadily grown and was being wisely applied
for the benefit of the men.

Blamey House, though established af the-—o
mujge;-:»'ﬁzom oj the Amxg Commander was opet:
house tomen of all Services of the British Empire
arid ‘i'"‘lffj ﬁ‘dli@&

In 1940 it became apparent that the demand
otx the Hostel would outweigh the accommodation
avatlable, and by progressive increases, 350 beds
were edtablished 'bH 941, Additional floor space
WaD z»‘ca}uimd from the owners.

Ghe arrival of Mnerican troops in Victoria
annd the ever increasing demands for accommodation
'bH our ow Servicemen placed a further strainon
the Hostel which by this fime had become
@xmdinglg popu{xn

Ulttnately 515 men could be accommodated



nightly by the conversion of the o) le to
ﬁoﬁzlﬁde}ikw” beds, and ‘f?zca occu?zgion of e whole
of this section of Robb’s Buildings,

bhe foﬁowing accommodation bookings and
the number of meals served shows e extont
to which Servicemen availed themselves of the
facilities at the Hostel dwiag{ he seven years

of the war.

Mccommodation  Meals

Bookings Served

1940 25,571 39 803
1941 64, 553 06,162
1942 20,599 54,755
1047 41,640 140,052
1044 158,910 137,016
1945 158,188 157,504
1946 140,600 2,064

At titmes the meals served reached Hhe
high figure of 1000 por day.

In addition o the comparatively small
cfmrg'@s, maniy other services fo the men who
used, the Hostel were Jree, e.q., hot andcold showers
use of towels, scap, shoo ehines, mending services



conducted bya small but enthusiastic band of
voluntary tmig workers) use of the well-equipped
library, magazines and journals, woriting reom.,
stationery, cloak room, safe custody of personat
Yfects and wonies, Sunday night entertainment,
and the Victoria Losgrie Hozs»g:»i‘f?zs.i%g bureats.

Christmas entertainment was made a special
fealure ecach yes:

- A 24 hours service was available fo the men
and the doors were never closed throughout the
whole period.

Whilst the general divection of Blamey House
was under the gmlpﬁd, care of a Commattfee of
Nanagement, the daily task fell considerably on
the sympathetic and dependable shoulders
of the Hon.Secretarics Brigadier-Geaeral
J.C.0tewart wmn the carly part and Medames &

Parsons in the latier Hears.

ohe adminisfration Lb;f fhe find was placed 12
the hands of Gruetecs, Messrs.J.J. Liston,
Ceslie Bm%fbmi and Sir Robert Rnox béif)g the
originz».l Grustees. I ollowing the deaths of
Messrs. Liston and Bradford, NnfTRSmith and
ﬁz*ig&dia& gianefml J.C. Stewart fiﬂcd the vacancies
30 created.

5



(essrs. Flack and Flack - Chartered Accountants
undertook #e heavy -responeibility (thirough (O
Wﬁ‘ming) for thhe care and zmdi% of the accounts
throughout.

%gazjmu General 7R Derham acted as Hon.
Solicitor, and Cieut-Colonel £.G. Buckland as
advisary engineer, and M. Afbion 0alhler as
Hon. Mchitect.  Other members 2{ the
Commuttee of Nanagement wore-Kd. Corricon,
W0.8.Cox, C.0. Cruickehank., 5.¢. Garnsworthy,
M. Remsley, €7 Kennons, AN K vorney, J.€. Leton
J5Nagle, AS. Sturrock, G2 Gaylor and SX0hite.

Ghe expert sdvice of all theee gentlemen, so
freely given, wae of the greatest possible help.

Dufing the seven Years the Grustecs
Blamery House recieved donations totalling
248, 799/7/1! %‘f which sutm an amnount of foz7 622/2/10
was expended fo offsct the nett operational loss
to 518t December 1946, Ghis included Sully
, dezpm:i&%ing the cost of simprovements and
slterstions to the leaschold promises, plant and
equipment installed, and the cast of labour
4% the Hostel. Bhe wages expended amounfed
o £42,203, |

M execitive and administrative




positions were carvied out in an honorary
c&p&citg. | | )

Bl&may House continnued o function unfil -
#th, January, 1947, Considerable fiunds tad
Acmmixhtad? a6 well as stochs of fumie»hingsw
and equipment. Ghe Grustoes gasve vory carefisl
consideration 1o e matior of thie disposal of the-
surplus assets, Regotations soere eatered into
with Qelbourne .&zgav;é acd e Carey On Club,
becanse it was the wish of the Committee that
the torms of the Grust, which required, the assete
to be aflocated in Jurther service on b@haizf %C‘v‘
the men whom the House had helped.

Bhe tofal amount svailable &fter the sale of

e equipment was £24891/16/5 . Ghis was
divided by the Grustees wifh fom‘-ﬁf’t’hﬁ

(=19913/12/3) To Melbourne Legacy and one-fifth
(5497 8/4/-to the Carry On Club.

Bg prior agreement between (lelbourne—o
ﬁc-gaog and the Grustees of B'lzxmeg Houses the
money was ufifised fo purchase bg Legaog o
the property n Balcombe Rd. Beaumaris, and
to alter and extend it for use as a children’s
home. egacyy undertook fo giva the home
the name hmeg,Hou%”so a5 fo carry



wikni

forsward the famous name, bmwfwﬁi fo
provide a service for the children of deceased
X =SV 11esd.

Bhe gift was conveyed to Legacy at a
special function held Zg Scotts Hotel,(lelbourne
(where the mauqural meetin <2f Btzxmag House
took place) on 91 (Tlug 1947, fge andover bed
peformed by Sic Robert Ruox 28 Choirmaan of
Grustees and the gift was acknowledged and
the désired uadw’ml%ings to preserve the name
"Blamey House”were given by Legatee C.R. Carleton
s Fresident of Legacy

Because %{ butlding reconstruction
restrictions 1 was not possible to proceed
oromptly wifll the alferations to the Balcombe
Eo&(i property.  Howewer, gradually and
aventually the work was completed, and formally
commenced, ife now and splendid service as
from 8th Ji\.uus*%-saﬁ 1949 . "

Gae formal ceremon ¢ opening
the a&wél&m House to%jpwczp on fgo%ﬁ—g
property on 27 ‘e Novemeber. 1949.



