
Olive Tree of Peace was planted on the Western Lawn of the 
Shrine in 1973 to commemorate Legacy’s 50th Anniversary by 

Legatee Frank Doolan





Olive Tree of Peace was transplanted in 2003 into one of the 
new inner courtyards of the Shrine – this is Melbourne 

Legacy President Tony Parkes



Olive Tree of Peace was transplanted during the Shrine’s 
redevelopment



A recent photo of Legacy’s Olive Tree of Peace



The firm of Doolan and Goodchild surveyed the Shrine site and 
Legatee Frank Doolan laid out the foundations. His meticulous 

calculations ensure the ray of light falls on the Stone of 
Remembrance on 11th November for the next 5000 years.





Two of the Legatees who fought for the Shrine

Legatee Donovan Joynt  VC

and

Legatee Kem Kemsley



Legatee Kem Kemsley died in 1987. He was a founding 
Legatee so one of the longest serving – 64 years!

Also was on the Shrine of Remembrance Planning committee 
before it was built and then a Life Trustee



Legacy’s Fight for the Shrine of Remembrance

The 1920s was also a crucial time for building the Shrine of 
Remembrance. Although the design had been determined by 
a competition in 1923 the impetus to build it had been lost due 

to several factors.

An alternate proposal was being pushed for a public square 
instead. The Murdoch newspapers were against the Shrine 
plans. The RSL had come out in support of the public square 

proposal.

It was Melbourne Legacy, and in particular Legatee Kemsley, 
who stood up to fight to reinstate the original design and 

helped to raise public debate that swung the decision. There 
is a story of Kemsley and Joynt and Doolan persuading the 
Argus editor (Spowers), to publish in favour of the Shrine.

 Another story is how Legatee Donovan Joynt VC persuaded 
Sir John Monash to publicly declare his support, in front of 

the Duke of York and Prime Minister at an Anzac Eve dinner 
also attended by 32 VC winners. Legatee Joynt had quiet 

words with Monash and arranged all the VC winners at the 
meeting ready to stand and applaud when Monash spoke in 

favour of the Shrine. (see pages 37-42 ‘We will remember 
them – The Story of the Shrine of Remembrance’ published by 

the Shrine.)

The fight for the Shrine gained considerable publicity for 
Legacy, and firmly established Legacy’s reputation as an 

advocate for the ex-servicemen's cause.

It has been reported that
without Legacy the Shrine would not have been built.



Shrine of Remembrance memorabilia

A Donation Receipt – a third portion is 
locked forever under the Shrine with 

the donors’ name


