




ln      some      respects
2010     for    Ashwood
College  has  been  an
Annus   Horribilis.   The

fire    on    Wednesday,
16     June     produced
many           challenges
for         the         College
community.      Yet      in
true Ashwood College
style       we       banded
together    to    support
each    other    through

the very trying time. The college faced  challenges in terms
of access to facilities and determining the full extent of lost
student  work,  student  and  teacher  personal  possessions
and teaching  resources.

Sometimes   it   takes   adversity   or   hard   times   to   bring   a
community  together.  At Ashwood  College,  we're  different.
We are already a very strong community. We already work
well together and support each other. We are regarded very
highly by our school community and the wider community.

This  is  certainly  evjdenced  by  the  widespread  response
to  the  event.  The  College  received  literally  hundreds  of
communications   of   best   wishes   and   offers   of   support
from  nearby  schools,  schools  from  across  the  State  and
even messages from overseas.  We were offered teaching
resources,   teachers  to   assist  our  teachers,   equipment,
books, volunteer labour and  money.

So we will  rally together.  We  will  be  better and  we  will  be
stronger. We will  look to the future. And  rally we  have.

But it is now all about creating opportunity from  a disaster.
We are determined  to  stay  positive at all times   Our focus
js:  what do we  need  to do  now to  keep  our school  going?
V\/hat  are we  going  to  do  to  rebuild  our school  - what  an
Opportunity!

There  have  also  been  many  other  significant  events  this

year. We were visited by the M inister for Education, Bronwyn
Pike.   Our  Educational   Rationale   for  the   Department   of

Education  and  Early  Childhood  Development's
Building  Futures  Program  was  successful with  the  Master
Planning    process   brought   forward   due   to   the   fire.   At
the  time  of writing,  we  are  in  the  midst  of  meetings  with
architects to design the format of our new school buildings.
The construction of our Federal Government's  Building the
Education  Revolution Program (BER) 21 SI Century Science
Centre is about to commence.

The  Premier  of Victoria,  John  Brumby,  visited  the  school
for  the   Principal   for   a   Day   Program.   The   Premier   met
with   representatives   from   our   student   leadership   team,
adjudicated  a debate on  the topic "Victoria  is doing  its part
to  address  climate  change",  was  escorted  by  the  student
leaders on a tour of the school,  instructed a media class on
dealing  with  the  media  and  communication  strategies  and

joined  an  audience  of  students  for  a  repeat  performance
of   three    songs    from    the    school's    recent    production
"Urinetown". The Premier also had the opportunity to share

ideas and exchange insights with the staff.

The  visit  provided  us  with  an  excellent opportunity for the
Premjertogainauniqueinsightintothelearningenvironment
at our school.  His parting comment was "Ashwood College
is a wonderful  school.  Congratulations!"

2010  has  also  been  our year  of  Review  with  the  College
completing   a   School   Self   Evaluation   Report   which   will
inform the creation of our new Strategic Plan for the period
2011  -2014.

Of  course  the  College  js  indebted  to  our  local  members
of  Parliament.  Bob  Stensholt,  our  State  MP  for  Burwood
and Anna  Burke,  our  Federal  MP  for  Chisholm  who  have
been absolute stalwarts in their support for the school.  Bob
and Anna  have  actively  sought  support  for the  school  via
Parliamentary and  local  community avenues.

The   future   for  Ashwood   College   looks   very   bright   and
exciting.  As  a  community  we  are  looking  forward  to  the
next   phase  of  our  life  with   a   rejuvenated   curriculum   in
rejuvenated and sparkling  new facilities.

Kerrie Croft
Principal
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The year2010 has been an incredibly busy and exciting year
for our new Year 7s.  It all started with our two day transition

program "Start Up", which  saw the newest additions to the
Ashwood College community be able to settle into their new
school  environment  in  a fun  and  exciting  way.  There were
ice breaker activitles wlth their new peer support leaders, a
scavenger hunt around the  school, team  building  activities
and  an  introductory  session  to  the  wellbelng  initiative  the
"JIGSAW' program  The Year 7s also participated in a cyber

bullying session run by Fiona Keech, our adolescent health
nurse,  and  participated  in  "Project  Rockit";  an  interactive
anti-bullying  program  promoting the  idea.  "Bullying  -you're
either part of the problem or part of the solution".

The group then went on to participate in  regular "JIGSAW'
sessions  in  their  weekly  pastoral  periods.  The  "JIGSAW"

program aims at creating a whole school culture of wellbeing
by    opening    up    the    lines    of   communication    amongst
students, teachers and  members of the  school  community
to speak about Issues such as anger, violence and bullying
and  really  get  to  know  one  another.  The  sessions  taught
such  lessons  as.  Vvhat  are  acceptable  ways  to  express
anger?  and   How  to  "name"  inappropriate  behaviours  to
one another.

The Year 7 pastoral period, which was run  by two teachers

per  class  was   used  for  setting   personal   learning   goals,
whole as well  as  school  assemblies,  house and  year level
assemblies,   where   all   Year   7s   would   meet   to   discuss
relevant  issues...and  sometimes  play  a  round  of "ultimate
dodgeball"! I would like to thank this year's pastoral teachers
for  all  of  their  help  and  support:  Joan  Kelly,  Sara  Scally,
Paul  Drew,  Deb  Gibson,  Chrissy  Lynch,  Jo  Henriksen  and
Jen  Loh.

This    year   there    were    many    eager    and    enthusiastic
Year  7s  who  threw  themselves  head  first  into  the  many
activities  Ashwood  has  to  offer.  There  was  a  substantial
representation  of Year 7  students  Involved  in the following
extra-currlcula activities:

•   College and  District Swimming,  Cross Country &
Athletics  Carnivals

•    College  Musical  "Urinetown"

•    Instrumental  Music Program & School  Choir

•   End of Year Concert "Under the Lights and Stars"

•   VicMoves  School's Active workshop

•    Lunchtime  activities  including  "EPIC",
"Youth  shake",  Movie Club,  Computer Club

•   Solar car challenge

•   Open Night tour guides and  performers

The  Year  7s  also  trained  very  hard  in  their  weekly  Sport
classes  to  come  away  with   some  fantastic  results  and

performances  at  their  3  interschool  sport  Round  Robins.
In Term 4, all Year 7 students participated in a 4-week long
swimming  program.



After sitting for their first round of secondary school exams,
the Year 7s were  whisked  away  to  Phillip  Island  for a  few
days for camp. This year camp was a held at a new camp
site in Cowes, CYC The Island, where the students enjoyed
activities   such   as:    bike   riding,    giant   swing,   flying   fox,
circatron, fishing, sand castle building,  beach volleyball and
cricket,  beach  flags,  fox  holes,  a  Cowes  scavenger  hunt,

pelican  feeding  in  San  Remo  and  a  visit  to  the  Nobbies
Centre.  The  camp was  a  huge  success  and  the  students
did a fantastic job representing their college.

With  one  semester  down  and  most  students  well  settled
in  and  comfortable  with  each  other,  it was  time  to  elect  a
leadership  team.   Early  in  Term  3,  Year  7  students  were

given the opportunity to apply to be a Year 7 captain, They
had  to  write  a  written  application  and  attend  an  interview
with  the  Assistant  Principal  and  Year  Level   Coordinator.
Shortly  after  two  captains  and  a  leadership  team  of four
additional  students  was  announced.  The  Year  7  captains
were  Emily Coe  and  Kate  Dalton  and  the  leadership team
comprised Tessa Creek, Hannah Shiels, Tamanna Kaul and
Emily  Vega.  These  girls worked  together to  plan  activities
and discuss issues at year level assemblies and  represent
their  year  level  at  various  events  such  as  Presentation
Night and student forums.

I  hope the Year 7s  have  had  a  fantastic start  to their time
at  Ashwood  College  and  wish  them  all  the  best  for  next

year.   I  encourage  all  Of  them  to  be  involved  in  as  many
extra  curricula  activities as  possible  and  always  challenge
themselves to achieve more!

Natalie Same
Year 7 Coordinator



As 2010 started, the 2009 Year 7s and a few new students
came to Ashwood College with the desire to make the most
of the  year.  \/Vlth  this  as  a  goal,  they  certainly  achieved  it
with  an  event filled  year.  Some  early  mingling  with  parents
staff  and  students  occurred  at  an  after  school  barbeque,

preparing everyone for the year ahead.

The  Year  8s  engaged  themselves  deeply  in  the Ashwood
College  culture,  getting  involved  in  a  variety  of  activities.
These   programs   included:   the  Year  7   and   8   band:   the
instrumental    music   program;   the   school   production   of
"Urinetown  the  Musical";   interschool  sports;   the  Athletics

and Swimming Carnivals.  However, this is by no means an
exhaustive  list  with  the  Year  8  leadership  responsible  for
initiating  a  number of activities  of thelr own.

Taking  responsibility  for  putting  together  a  variety  of lunch

time activities, after school activities and performances, the
Year  8  captains  (Sam  Tuck  and  Talia  Sutherland)  did  an
amazing  job!  \/\/ith  the  involvement  of  the  Year  8s  in  the
initiation  of the  Computer  club,  Movie  club  and  the  Solar
Car  Challenge  group,  it  is  apparent  that  they  have  taken

proactive  responsibility  for  organising  things  in  which  they
take an interest.

In    addition    to    involving    themselves    in    extra-curricula
activities   the   students   engaged   in   a   renewed   pastoral

program. Vvhile this took the form  of goal  setting  last year,
this year it was extended to the inclusion of a new program
called "Solving the Jigsaw". This helped provide a common
language  for  students  to  talk  about  violence  and  "Name
lt"  to  others  who  are  doing  things  that   make  them  feel
uncomfortable.  Along  with  a  team  of  dedicated  teachers,
we explored  the  notion of trust networks,  "good" and "bad"
secrets  and  the  importance  of  a  supportive  environment.
This  ensured  that  a   positive  connection  was  made  with
the  school  and  their  year  level.  This  encouragement  was
evldent in a variety of year level  based activities.

The  most  significant  and  memorable  event  was  the  Year
8   camp   at   the   Rose's   Gap   Recreation   Centre   in   the
Grampians National Park. The camp was highly successful
and   involved  the  students  in  a  wide  variety  of  activities
Including:    abseiling,    bushwalks    to    waterfalls,    archery,
canoeing,  the  vertical   playpen,  a  leap  of  faith,  the  giant
swing,   raft   building   and   the   annual   Staff   vs.   Students
volleyball   game.   A  variety   of   night   activities   took   place
with  students  having  opportunities to  cook  damper,  go  on
a  spotlight  nature  walk,  compete  in  a  trivia  night  and  just
relax with  hot chocolate and  popcorn during  a movie night.

Great  work  and  congratulations  to  all  of the  students  this

year especially those of you who have had your exemplary
academic,       sporting      and      leadership      achievements
recognised  in  a  variety  of  manners.   Enjoy  your  holidays
and we  hope to see you  back,  refreshed and  renewed for
even  more success and development as Year 9s in 2011.

Adric Gardner
Year 8 Coordinator
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The  Year  9  cohort  has  had  an  amazing  year  of  dynamic
experiences.  1t  has  been  a  year  of growth,  of  change,  of
exploration.  They  have  participated  in  the  I  Can  Program
which  incorporated  Horizons and  two  amazing  excursions
to  Richmond  & Toorak and the  Melbourne Cemetery. They
also   had   the   opportunity   to   attend   a   preliminary   Time
Trial  day  for  the Australian  Grand  Prix.  And  this  was  just
Term  1 .

Following  on  in  Term  2  they  had  the  opportunity to  go  on
the  week  long  Ski  Trip  to  Mount  Buller  and  also  spent  a
week  in  the  city  on   Go  Melbourne.  They  have  explored
their  Pathways  with  career  and  subject  Information  days
and  had  group,  and  one-on-one interview sessions related
to their future aspirations. They have also been  involved  in
the  Reach  Program  that  required  each  and  every  one  of
them  to  tap  into  their  heart  and  truly  put  themselves  into
their peer's shoes in an attempt to better connect to the rest
of their year  level.

Finally,  to  end  the  year  they  have  all  partlcipated   in  the
end   of   year   Work   Experience   program   where   they   all
acquired  OH&S  Certificates  in  preparation  for  their  2011
Work  Experience  placement  and  undertook workshops on
interview skills  and  applying for work.

Kath  Robinson
Year 9 Coordinatol.

Ski Trip

The week of the 26th of July saw ten eager Year 9 students
arrive  at  school  at  5.30am,  for  nothing  other  than  the  3
day ski trip they were about to embark on.  Generally early
morning  excursions  are  very  quiet  for  the  first  half of the
trip,  yet the  excitable Year 9  girls altered  that  normality!

Vvhen we loaded the bus at the bottom of the mountain only
minutes  away  from  our  skiing  destination  of  Mt  Buller,  l'm
not  sure  the  public  knew  what  they  were  in  for when  the
squeals  of excitement  echoed  through  the  bus  at the  first
sight of snow!!

After   gearing   up   and   loading   themselves   ready   to   hit
the   slopes,   the   kids   went   out   for  their  first   lessons   of
snowboarding  or  skiing.  Considering  many  of  these  kids
had  never seen snow before  each  one picked  up the skills
relatively qulckly.

It  was  a  great  day  spent  on  the  slopes  despite  the  poor
snowfall.  Everyone was happy persisting at their newfound
love of snowboarding: for some,  having to pick themselves
up over and  over again,  and for others,  zooming down the
mountain  relentlessly.

This fun continued during night skiing, where I was greeted
at the bottom of the mountain every 5 minutes with gleaming
smiles asking  if there was time to go again and  again

Around 9pm the day took an end and we were all  happy to
make it through Day 1 with no major injuries and ready for a

good  night sleep  ready to do it all again the next day.



Day  2  awakened  some  weary  yet  determined  bodies  tct

get  out  on  the  slopes  again.  Frustration  began  to  set  in
early morning with  some  sore  bodies  in  slushy conditions.
Yet to their credit they all  persisted,  and  some of the other
advanced  skiers  and   boarders  even   spent  time  on  the
harder blue and  black runs!

By the end of the day we  had  a new class member, frosty
the  snowman  and  some  huge  progress  jn  their skiing  and
boarding techniques.

After  a  full   day   on   the   slopes  the   group   dragged   their
weary  bodies,   boards  and  skis  back  to  the  lodge  for  a
warm  shower  and  a  good  hearty  meal.  Their  tired  bodies
were   spread   across   the   floor   for   some   quality   movie
viewing  and  an  intense  game  of  poker  with  the  Year  12
Outdoor Ed.  class.

Like all good things the end came quickly. We had one more
day on the slopes so the kids were ready and  raring to use
their time to  push  themselves  and  try  out their techniques
in  new  areas.  After their  last  lessons,  most of them  made
their  way  down  a  longer  slightly  harder  run  -  their  smiles
and  laughs were  priceless.

After another  big  day  it was time to  leave. After finding  all
their  belongings  (and  others),  we  all  boarded  the  bus  to
make our way home (although possibly not weary enough.„
it takes a  lot to wear out Year 9  girls!!!).

All in all, we had a very successful trip and the Year 9s were
again  a  credit to themselves and  the  school  with  beautjful
manners,   fantastic   presentation,    punctuality   and    most
importantly  lots of fun!

Kath  Robinson
Year 9 Coordinator

9



The 2010 school year has finished, with yet another group of
Year Ten  students passing through the  portals of Ashwood
College.   Students  who  arrived  on  the  threshold  of  Year
10, full  of enthusiasm and  energy,  have worked to achieve
a  variety  of  results.   Some  of  our  students  have  applied
themselves   to   artistic   or   dramatic   pursuits,   excelling   in
their presentations such as the school musical and musical
concerts.  Others  have taken  an  academic  path,  achieving
success  in  endeavours  such  as  the  Maths  and   English
competitions. Sporting aficionados applied their energies to
Intermediate  Sport with  great gusto,  acquitting themselves
well  in  all  competitions.  Of course,  a  number  of  students

participated  in  many different areas as well.

Future   careers   have   had   a  thorough   working   over  this
year.  We  have  had  guest  speakers  detailing  their  careers
to  interested  students   Work  experience  took  place  at the
end of Term Two and many students benefitted enormously
from  some  time  in  the  real  world.  Some  decided  that  the

job they thought was  going  to  be their future  career really
did  not appeal,  and  others had their thoughts confirmed. A
day at Caulfield Racecourse for the Age Careers Expo also
provided more information for our students to digest.

A big thank you to the teachers who took Year  10  Pastoral

periods   this   year.   It  was   a   new   approach   to   Student
Engagement  and  Wellbeing,   and   assisted   our  Year  10s
in    developing    organisational    skills    and    being    able    to
identify  areas  in which  Improvements  needed  to  be  made.
Goals were developed  and  students became  more  aware
of  the  way  they  learn  and  were  well  able  to  apply  this
knowledge.

\/Vlshing  you  all  the  best  for  future  undertakings.   May  all
Year  10s achieve the success they deserve.

Sandra  Baker
Year  10 Coordinator



For  the Year  11  students  this  year  has  been  a  very  busy
and  demanding  experience  -  a  reality  shock  for  some.
The majority of students have realised that to achieve their

goals they must work consistently and conscientic>usly.  For
these students this positive work ethic MUST be continued
during the school holidays and throughout 2011  for greater
success to be achieved.

Pastoral   period   sessions   have   given   the   students   the
opportunity  to  discuss  relevant  issues  facing  them  during
their  VCE  studies;   organisation,   preparation,   motivation,
study  techniques,   goal  setting,   note-taking  skills,   exams
and  dealing  with  the  day  to  day  demands  -  achieving  a
balance.

As   well   as   meeting   the   demands   of   their   academic

program the Year 11  students have contributed to the many
extra-curricular activities at the College such  as

•            House swimming  & Athletic sports
•            lnterschool  swimming & Athletic sports
•            lnterschool team  sports (Netball, Volleyball,

FOotbal')
•           Cross country carnival
•           Open  Night Activities
•          Debat, ng
•           Student Forums
•           Leadership workshops
•            School  Musical  "Urinetown"
•           Drama productions
•           Debutante  Ball
•           Working  Bees
•           Music concert
•           Public speaking at various venues
•            Involvement  in  fund-raising  activities

Once   again   this   has   been   another  fantastic   group   of
students  to  whom  I  have  had  the  privilege  of supervising
this year.  I would  like to take the opportunity to thank  both
the  Year  11   &  12  students  for  showing  an  unselfish  ability
to offer their support and assistance wherever it is required
for the  benefit  of the  College  community.  This was  clearly
displayed  at  the  end  of Term  2  both  towards  fellow  VCE
students and the staff.

I would  like to thank  Mrs  Margaret  Szabo,  Ms  Sunyi  Song
and Mr John  Bullen for their support with  pastoral sessions
throughout  the  year.  Also,  thank  you   is  extended  to  the
Year  11  teachers  for  the  time  and  commitment  they  have

given  to  the  students. And  last  but  not  least  thank you  to
Mr  Heath  Booth  for  being  the  Year  11   Coordinator  during
Term 3.

To the Year 11  students,  may you  have continued success
in  your life's journey -  make the  most  of the  opportunities
that come your way.

|anet Wiggins
Year  11  Coordinatoi.



A  number  of  themes  has   provided   an  overview  for  our
course  this  year,   including  a  study  of  the  ANZACs  and
what  it means  to  be Australian  followed  by the theme  "lt's
all  about  me".

The  students  visited  the   Shrine   of  Remembrance,   took
part  in  the  Monash  Schools  ANZAC  Day  parade:  where
Intermediate student Joel Stallard gave a reading, climbed
the  1000  steps  in  the  Dandenong  Ranges  and  took  part
in the  Defence 2020 Youth  Challenge.  The  students were
also  visited  by  guest  speakers  and  themselves  were  the
guest speakers for junior classes.

A major project that took  place over Term 2  and  3 was the
EDAS  (Eastern  Drug  and Alcohol  Service)  Peer  Educator
Program    The   students   were   involved   in   12   weeks   of
workshops facilitated  by workers from  EDAS and  Monash
Link.  These  workshops  were  quite  confronting  for  many
of the  students  and  the  maturity  and  level  of involvement
shown  by  the  students was  constantly  remarked  upon  by
the workers. At the  end  of the  program  the  students were
required  to  produce  a  resource  that  could  help  educate
their  peers.  The  class  wrote,  acted  in,  filmed  and  edited
a short film  on drug and  alcohol  abuse. Their work on this

program  and  the  film  resulted  in  the  students  receiving  a
Community  Partner  Award  at  the  VCAL  Celebration  day
held  in  Box  Hill  in  September

The   students   have   also   completed    Level   2   First   Aid
training, a Motorvate Defensive Driving course, leisure and
sports  projects  while  redeveloping  the  school  emergency

procedures  system  and   involving  themselves  in  various
community service  projects.

Towards the end of Term 2 we had our annual VCAL camp.
This year the camp was at Nayook in  Gippsland. We were
fortunate  to  have  exceptional  weather  for  June  and  we
were   able  to   make  the   most  of  the  facilities,   including
an  overnight  canoe  camp.  All  of  the  students  were  fully
Involved and challenged themselves daily. Their behaviour
was a credit to themselves and our school

The  VCAL  class  for  2010  have  been  a  very  active  and
productive  group,  achieving  a  lot  given  that they  are  only
at school for two days each week.

Finally  a  big  thank  you  to  the  staff who  have  taught  the
VCAL group  this year:

Mrs   Janet   Vviggins   and    Miss   Dannielle   Wust   (PDS),
Mrs  Eleanor  Morey  and  Mrs  Erica  Chadderton  (Literacy),
Mr     John      Bullen      (WRS)      and      Mrs     Julie      Huggins

(Numeraey).

|ulie  Huggins
VCAL Coordinator





Near the  end  of this year I  asked  each Year 12  student to
write down one statement to encapsulate their experience
of their final year of secondary school.  I  have stitched their
comments together to capture their experiences this year
Vvhat follows is a compilation of what they had to say.

"lt  is  almost  over.  Thirteen  years  of  school  down.  Time

does  fly.  I  still  remember  the  day  I  started  Year  12.  Now
exams  are  coming.  Though   it  is  an  exhausting  year  for
us,  it  is  has  been  exciting   Terrifying,  yet  awesome  at the
same time.

Going  to the Year  12  camp  and  having  Mark  Dobson  talk
to  us  was  an  amazing  experience  for  me.   My  favourite
memory   from  Year   12   was   at  the   "Cosi"   performance.
The  play was  hilarious.  The  funniest and  most frightening
character was  Cherry.  She  kicked  her shoe  off stage  and

yelled  at  me  to  get  it for  her   I  was  so  scared.  We  ended
the day with "Birthday crepes" because so many of us had
our birthdays around that date.

I  remember  riding  to victory  in  the Year  12  Scooter  Relay
while  dressed  as  a  blue  ninja.  It was  a  highlight  of my  life.
Really.  Outdoor  Ed  trips  helped  maintain  my  sanity;  they

gave me a  much-needed  break.

Support, friendship and confidence are the keys to getting

through  Year  12.   Everyone  in  Year  11   and   12  is  a  huge
family.  It  is  not  your  typical  family,  but  a  wonderful  family

to be part of. The one thing  I will miss most about this year
will  be  spending  time  with  my  friends  in  the  BIue  Room,
especially the board game "Trouble."

Year  12  is  a  year of learning  about your own  abilities  and

qualities.   You   learn   about   yourself  and   who   your  true
friends are  You  also learn that this year really matters.

Use  your time  wisely;  every  moment  counts.  Don't  leave
everything to the  last minute or you'll start regretting  it

Ashwood  College  is  a very  important  part of my life.  Here
I  am  learning  lots  of  things.   I  want  to  say  thanks  to  my
teachers. They gave  us the wings to  help us fly.

The year is almost over. Yay!"

lt has been  a great privilege to be the Year 12  Coordinator
this  year.  I  have  been  very  impressed  by  how  connected
these students are to each other and the school community.
They  have  all  worked  very  hard  and  they  have  been  a

great support to each other.  I wish them every success for
their futures.

Steve Swenser
Year  12  Coordinator



Presental
On  Tuesday,   22nd   June  2010,  Ashwood   College  VCE
students took part in the annual  Debutante  Ball.

We  attended  weekly  Dance  lessons  over  11  weeks  and
learnt four dances, the Waltz, the Palmer Waltz, the Merilyn
and  the  Cha  Cha  Cha.  After  mastering  these  dances  we

put them  into a choreographed pattern. This required  hard
work  and  dedication  on  our  part  under  the  tuition  of  our
dance teacher,  Grant MCGeachin.

The  night began with each couple walking from the stage,
down the length of the dance floor and  being  presented to
the official guest, Glenda Sherwin-Lane, PP of the Waverley
Rotary Club.  The evening was a  glittering  success with  all
debutantes looking glamorous and their partners strikingly
handsome.  Our dance  performance  was  sensational  with
all  family,  friends  and  teachers  impressed  by  our  skill  on
the dance floor.

After our presentation we enjoyed a delicious t
meal   before  heading  back  to  the  dance  floor  to  dance
the  night  away  to  the  live  band.  The  band  played  many
classics and fun  songs such  as the  "Nutbush".  This `floor-
filler'  made  everyone  leave  their  tables  and  head  to  the
dance floor to enjoy themselves.

The  entire  evening  created  a  fabulous  atmosphere which
will  be  long  remembered.   On  behalf  of  the  Deb  set  we
would  like to thank the following  people-  Grant MCGeachin

for his  patience and  skill  in teaching  us,   Glenda  Sherwin-
Lane for officiating,  Janet \Mggins for being  our Master of
Ceremonjes and  Maree  Dusting for organising the event.

Laura Goldstraw
Year  11



Students
ln    2010    our    international    students    had    a    busy    yet
successful  year.   Following  the  excellent  results  that  our
Year  12  international  students  achieved  in  VCE  exams  in
2009,  at the start of this year most of them  have  received
offers from the  universities they  had  applied to,  and some
of  them  even  got  multiple  offers  from  some  of  the  best
Australian   universities  such   as   University  of  Melbourne,
Australian    National    University,    Sydney    University    and
Monash  University.  Congratulations to these students and
we wish them successl

There are currently over 50 international students studying
at  Ashwood  College.  They  come  from  China,   Korea,  Sri
Lanka,   UK,  Vietnam,   Malaysia  and  Zimbabwe,   bringing
their own  cultures  and  experiences to  share with  our staff
and  local  students   They  have  contributed  significantly  to
the diversity of our school culture.

In  April,  Kerrie  Croft  and  James  Yao  went  to  China  and
conducted   the  annual   international   parents  and   agents
visit.  During  the  trip  we  visited  6  cities  in  China,  including

Shanghai,   Hangzhou,   Fuzhou,   Changsha,   Guangzhou
and    Beijing.    Twenty-one    of    our    current    international
students'  parents and  a few  prospective students'  parents
attended the parent-school Interviews. The parents warmly
welcomed  our  visit,  and  expressed  their  appreciation  to
Ashwood College and all the staff for their excellent support
of international  students.  We  also  visited  15  international
education  agents  who  have  a  close  working  relationship
with Ashwood  College.  Feedback from  parents,  students,
and  educational  agents  is  overwhelmingly  positive.  While
in  China, we were also invited to visit two  local  secondary
schools,  and  this   led  to  the  visit  of  some  students  and
teachers toAshwood  College from Chouzhou  High  School
in  August   All  these  activities  helped  to  further  establish

our international reputation and promote Ashwood College
overseas

ln  2010,  international  students  have  made  good  progress
in  their  study  and   in  the  meantime  actively  participated
in   school   activities.   The   basketball   boys  did  well   in   the
International  vs  Local  basketball  match.  Yina  Wang  and
Feifei Liao showed  plenty of stamina in the Cross Country.
Yina,    Feifei,   Ada    Long    and    Rachel    Chen   had    some
memorable   experiences   in   the   Knox   District  Athletics.
Also,  Hopewell  Rukure,  tina Wang,  Owen  Hu  and  Rachel
Chen  demonstrated  their  dancing  skills  and  elegance  in
the Year  11  Debutante  Ball.

During Term 3 break,  international students enjoyed a day
out  at  Mount  Dandenong  with  some  teachers  and  had

good  fun  on  Puffing  Billy  and  enjoyed  the  buffet  lunch  at
the  famous  Cuckoo  Restaurant.  It  is  hoped  that  through
excursions like this our international  students may be able
to  see  more  about Australia  and  experience  local  culture.
The    International    Student   Captains,   Xinhang   Xu   and
Elaine  Gao,  have  put  in  a  lot  of  time  and  effort  working
closely with  school  staff and  students to organise different
activities and help international students settle in and make
the most of their time at Ashwood  College.



Our   teachers   have   shown   great   understanding   of  the
international   students'   needs   and   are   always  willing   to
offer  extra  help.  Some  teachers  regularly  run  additional
catch-up  classes  at  lunch  break,  after school,  and  during
school   holidays   so   that   the   international   students   can
benefit  from  spending  more  time  with  their  teachers  and

getting  more one-on-one guidance. Also,  the  International
Student  Program  has  focused  on  providing  personalised
support for  each  individual  international  student.  Our aim
is to ensure that all of them are well looked after and school
creates  a friendly  environment to  help  them  develop their
academic capabilities as well as personal attributes.

Meanwhile  the  international  program  has  received  more
attention from the local community as well.  Local churches
and   families   around   the   school   have   been   in   touch
and   offered   to   help.   Some   local   families   have   applied
to    become    homestay    providers   for   our    international
students.  They  have  contributed  greatly  to  the  wellbeing
of our international students,  and have been supportive by

providing a cosy "home-away-from-home" for them.

We  would   like  to  thank  all  the   people  who   have   been
supporting   the   international   student   program,   and  wish
all   our   students   continued   success   and   another   very

productive year at Ashwood  College.

James  Yao and  Sun  Yi  Song
International  Student  Program



nth
With  the  academic  year  coming  to  a  close,  the  French
faculty is able to reflect on the successes and achievements
of our students.

We welcomed a new and enthusiastic group of Francophiles
in Year 7 and  sadly,  are farewelling our hard working Year
12 students who have embraced the challenge of learning
another language over their six years at Ashwood College.
Our  students  are  constantly  learning  the  significance  of
learning   another  language   in   our  ever  changing   global
community  and  we  wish  them  every  success  with  their
exciting journey.

Building a mutual respect for another language and culture
is constantly promoted at our College through our language

program.  We  are  extremely  fortunate to  once  again  have
had   the   invaluable   assistance   of  Madame   Banerji   and
Madame Bradshaw, who have worked conscientiously and
tirelessly on the oral components of the language with  our
senior students. We greatly appreciate their efforts and the
encouragement they give our students.

At  the  end  of last year,  we  farewelled  Mr  Phi"p  Norris,  a
very dedicated and well  respected French teacher, whose
commitment to teaching French was admirable and greatly
appreciated   by  staff,  students  and  parents  at  Ashwood
College. V\fe wish  him every success in the future.

This  year,  we  welcomed  Miss  Sara  Scally  to  the  French
Faculty  who  has  made  a  very  smooth  transition  into  the
College and has been a valuable asset with  her expertise,
innovative  methods  of teaching  French  and  her  constant
commitment to the students.

Watching     French     films,     visiting     French     restaurants,

participating  in  the  A"ance  Francaise  Berthe  Mouchette
French  poetry  competition  and  preparing  for our  biannual
trip to New Caledonia are just a few of the activities French
students have experienced  in  French this year.

The  French  faculty  ensures  that  each  student  enjoys  the
experience   of  learning   a   new   language   and   that   each
student is well prepared for using the language in everyday
life in a wider context than the classroom.

We wish  all  students  a wonderful  break  and  look  to  2011
for more exciting  developments in  French.

Vlve  le franc:ais!



Student
Our Chinese Visitors

Ashwood  College  was  approached  to  host  for  a  week  a
visiting Chinese  Study Tour Group that would  comprise 24
Year 7 & 8 students from Hangzhou, Zhejiang. The itinerary
included  4  days  of normal  classroom  activities  and  1   day
experienci.ng  the  sights  of the  CBD  and  attending  an AFL
Football  match at the  MCG -Carlton Vs  Collingwood. The
visiting  students wanted  to  be  immersed  in  the  lifestyle  of
Melbournian  students  both  in  the  school  community  and
family  life.  Therefore  we  were  thrilled  to  have  17  families
volunteer to play host for 3 days.  Our thanks are extended
to the following  families for the  care  and  attention  shown;
Dennis/Miller  family,   Perrone  family,   Gadsenlvea  family,
Coe    family,    Creek    family,    Quinlivan    family,    Trueman
family,   Kaul   family,   Tuck  family,   Van   Reyk  family,   Hook
family,  Fischer family,  Burdett  family,  Lindenmayer family,
Montgomery family,  Shea family and  Roze family.

The  Ashwood  College  staff  were  extremely  proud  of  the
way  the  whole  school  community  embraced  the  Chinese
Program  and  made the visitors  so welcome.  The  Chinese
students  and  staff were  so  appreciative  of the  hospitality
shown  as  this  was  the  first  time  many  had  been  away
from  their families,  let alone  been  to  another  country.  The
feedback  we  have  received  has  been  that  their visit  was
a   memorable   and   exciting   experience   for  the   Chinese
students.

Due to this successful venture, an invitation for our students
to visit  Hangzhou  City,  China  next year  has  been  offered,
which   should   be   a   life-changing   experience   for   those
students and  staff who will  be participatjng`

Thank-you to everyone for supporting the program.

/anet Wiggins
Chinese  Program  Coordinator



The  ESL article  is  a farewell  to our Year  12  ESL students who
have  come  to  the  end  of their  schooling  at Ashwood  College
and  have  contributed their reflections on their time  here.

I  arrived  in  Year  8  with  very  basic  English  skills.   It  was  hard

for  me  to  adapt  to  a  new  culture,  friends  and  school.  When
I  went  back  to  Indonesia,  my  English  teacher  and  the  whole
class made a marvellous farewell party  Awesome friends and
a good school -that's what made me come  back to Ashwood
in  Year  10    ln  the  future  I  hope  to  go  to  a  University  that's  as
fun  as Ashwood.

Adelya Sukmadewati

I  started  my  studies  at Ashwoc)d  in  Year  10  and  can  say  that
the  Ashwood   environment   is   unique,   offering   students   the

perfect  atmosphere  to  plan  and  take  steps  to  be  successful
in  the  future  they  desire   I  plan  to  do  an  lT  based  degree  and
build  my career on  an  lT path.

Yehan Wimalasuriya

I  enjoyecl  my  time  atASC,  making  good  friends  and  choosing

good  subjects.  I  want to  be  a designer and  am  so  happy  I  can
learn  design  skills  before  Unlversity   I  hope  all  ASC  students
have a happy time here

Gina Wu

My time atASC  is an experience of a  lifetime with  friendly staff
and  students. The school  has  not only taught us,  but provided
us  with  skills  and  experiences  to  face  the  world.  Options  l'm
considering when I leaveAshwood are Engineering -electrical,
telecommunications  or Aerospace,  Another  option  is  going  to
Bible  School.

Peter Biar

ASC is an enjoyable plaoe for studying   lt offers many activities
to   support   the   efficient   study   environment   and   enrich   our
extra-curricular   knc)wledge.   It   has   enabled   the   whole   VCE

group  to  transit this  difficult  year  After school,  I  hope  to  go  to
Monash  University  and  study  Engineering,  get  a /ob  and  stay
in Australla.

Andy Chu

At Ashwood  College,   ESL  is  always  the  most  relaxing  class
-  at  least  for  me  -  no  calculation  or  formulas   However,  Mrs

Morrison  is  so  relentless  and  retentive  that we  can't  owe  her
any  homework,  no  matter  how  long  past the  time  we  had  to
hand  it in  -but this  is why we  can  improve.  I'm  trying  my  best

to  enter  the  Interior  Design  course  next  year.   Hopefully  I  will

catch the goal.

Chloe Zhu

I  think  l'm  exhausted  this  year -  maybe  all  of  us  are.  All  the

people  I   know  kept  telling  me  that  Year  12  is  an  extremely
important   year,   but   I   didn't   truly   realise   it   until   September.

Fortunately we have a lot of help from the teachers and  school
and that makes  us  Improve a  lot

Brent Zhu

I  transferred  to  Ashwood  at  the  beginning  of  2010.  Ashwood
made   me  feel   at   home.   It   is  warm    The   teachers   are   like

parents,  or big  sister or brother.  They  taught me  lots  of things
about study  and  life   I  have  a  lot of beautiful  memories.  I want

to  stay  in  Australia  and  become  part  of  it   Maybe  I  can  study
Engineering.

This year atAshwood  College  has been hard because we are
doing  Year  12.  Lots  of  homework!  Very  busy  every  day!  But  I
also  have a  lot of fun  with  my friends.  Next year,  maybe  1'11  go
to  a good  unlversity

Ying  Xiong

lt  has  been  an  important  year  for  us    I  win  never  forget  the
memories  of  this  year,  My  VCE  school  uniform  tells  me  it  is

the  last  year,  but  I  can't  accept  the  truth    Finally  it  is  my  turn
to  leave  and  choose  my  future    I  want  to  be  a  businessman
after  university,  but  I  will  never forget my Year  12  and  my  ESL
class.

Zhen Chen

I  have  been  at  Ashwood  for  three  years.  In  Year  101  would
sleep in every class.  I think not all the teachers knew my name,
but if you  said  'This guy likes sleeping', then they all knew who

I was.  Now  l'm  in Year 12,  a very busy  year.  No more sleeping
and   lots  of  hard  work  because  I  want  to  go  to  university  to
study  Engineering,

Kai  Wu

Ashwood   College   is  a  special   place  that  gave   me  a   lot  of
different experiences   Teachers and  friends have encouraged
me.  It's  like a  family giving  me warmth,  comfort and  strength   I
hope  I  can  continue to  study  in  Melbourne  and  have a  chance
to  understand Australian  culture  more  clearly.

Elaine  Gao

Looking  back over my three years at ASC,  it makes me  realise
how  important  the  time  has  been  and  I  am  thankful  for all  the
support and  encouragement  I  have  received.  Next year 1  plan
to  study  an Automotive  Mechanical  course  and  to  some  day
have my own garage
Anthony Lupig

The  time  at ASC  was  wonderful  -Just  like  my  second  home,
but  in  Australia.   People  were  warm   and   friendly  and   it  is  a
memory I shall never forget. AfterAshwood -University -work
-permanent resjdency

Xinhang  Xu

AtASC,I have made many friends from different countries, We
have studiecl and had fun together with willing teachers to help
us. After graduation  I  hope to travel  and go to  university.

Mandy Tang

At the  close  of another school  year we wish  everyone  happy
holidays and  a joyful Christmas and  to those who  return -See

you  next year.

Deborah  Morrison
English/ESL  Domain  Leader



English and
English

The   English   programme  for  2010   has   been   a   full   and
challenging one.  In Term 1, our Year 9 students participated
in  a  valuable  part  of  the  Year  9  Course,  the  `Horizons'

programme  where  they  were  guided  and  encouraged  to
attain  greater  knowledge,  confidence  and  independence
in relation to their Melbourne environment. They explored,
considered, discussed and wrote about the many important
and   challenging   issues,   ideas   and   situations   that  their

journey through this programme presented to them.

Term  2  also  saw  the  start  of  the   lnterschool   Debating
season.    Under    the    mentoring    and    training    of    Dom
Holloway,   our   Debating   Coordinator,   Ashwood   College
fielded  five  teams.  Our  teams  debated  amongst  others,
Wesley,   Brentwood   and   Mount   Waverly   and   acquitted
themselves well.

The   School's   Open   Night   in   Term   2   was   an   excellent
opportunity to present all that is interesting and excellent jn
what Ashwood College offers the community and its young
people. The English  Domain, along with others, welcomed
the  chance  to  display  and  demonstrate  what we  do,  and
chat with prospective and current Ashwood families.  Many
in-depth, informative, lengthy and interesting conversations
were had.

Term  3 saw our students  sitting  the  International  Schools'
English    Competition    and    acquitting    themselves    well.
English  Week  was  held  in  the  last  week  of this  term  and
was  filled   with   competitions   for  poetry   and   short   story
writing,  spelling  bees,  literary  quizzes  and  culminating  in
the legendary Ashwood College Literary Morning Tea. The
winning  50 Word  Stories are:

YEAR 7.  7.he Mouse. Cameron Tennant

The  mouse  crept across the table,  looking  for its target.  It
was  searching  and  searching.  It  looked  everywhere.  The
mouse was very confused.  It couldn't find  it.  Suddenly the
mouse  saw  it.   It just  popped  up.  The  mouse  quickly  slid
across the  table.  He  clicked  on  it.  It  read,  `OK'.

YEAR 8.  The Sfmgg/e. Caelen  Renfree-Dyer

Some   things   in   life   are   hard.   For  example,  Algebra.   I
fajled that test,  got real depressed,  but then  I  remembered
there's  always  tomorrow.  A time  to  forgive  and  forget.  So
struggle with  family,  fight with  your friends  because  in  the
end,  you'll  make  it  through  these  struggles  that  we  call,
"Life.„

YEAR 9.  The Sky.  Martine  Kolaj

The  sky  is an  amazing  thing.  It's  never the  same twice.  If

you  look at it for long  enough  you  will  see  its true  beauty;
the   stars,   the   clouds,   the   magnificent  shades  of  blue,
black and the orange that the sun  makes.  It is the one true
beauty, The sky.

YEAR 10. Mad Women From Bec//am.  Lourdinia  Naidoo

I  hear their  high-pitched  screams,  their  pleading  cries  for
help  echoing  in  my  head.  Like  the  bells  of  Notre  Dame,
echoing,  embedded forever in my memories.  People have
seen  me  as  `possessed',  a  maniac.   But  l'm  no  different

from  them.  But  l'm  now  known  as  `The  mad  wo
Bedlam,

ln  term  4,   The   Complete  Works  Theatre  Shakespeare
Incursion  was  a  valuable  event  for  the  Year  10  and   11
students.  Through  its  performance  of excerpts  of `Romeo
and   Juliet'   and   `Macbeth'   our   students   were   able   to
experience  some  `live'  Shakespeare  and  participate  in  a
lively question and  discussion  session afterwards.

It has been a full and enriching year and we wish everyone
happy and  refreshing  Christmas  Holidays.

Deborah  Morrison.
English/ESL  Domain  Leader

Debating
2010  has  been  a  very  successful  year  for  the  Ashwood
Debating  Team.  We  have  had  no  less  than  18  students
across all year levels trying structured debating for the first
time. We also had one D grade team, traditionally made up
of students  from  Year 9,  being  filled  with  Year 8  students
who  debated  against  older  (and  larger!)   students  every
round.

This year we  also  have  had two  Incursion  days  dedicated
to improving our debating and  public speaking skills, which
has  helped  our  new  debaters,  as  well  as  those  returning
from  last year.

Highlights of the year were:

•     The   A    Grade    team    led    by    Debating    Captain
Rosemary  Lloyd defeating the Wesley Team in the
final  rc)und  of competition

•     Year 8  student Georgia Jones competing  in all 5D
Grade  rounds and then  returning for all
three rounds of the Junior Debating competition,
including winning a  Best Speaker prize.

•     Year 9  student Sophie  Ozard debating against the
opposing team  solo when the other members were
unable to attend

•     Michael Watson,  Lourdjnia  Naidoo,  Hayden
Tuohey,  Daizy Maan,  Rose  Lloyd  and  lan
MacFarlane debating the topic 'That Victoria  is
doing  its  part to combat climate change' for the

guest adjudicator Premier John  Brumby and an
audience of all Year 7 students.

•     Michael,  Lourdinia,  and  Kalimna  Loria  recejvjng
Best Speaker awards across the rounds.

I'm  certain  that  the  work  all  the  Debating  students  have
done  this  year  will  carry  over  into  next  year's  debating
teams, and l'm looking forward to seeing how our debaters
rise to meet the challenges of next year's competition.

Congratulations to all students who participated, well done
and see you next year.

Mr Holloway
Debating  Coordinator



and History
Humanities
2010 was  a year marred  by disasters world-wide. A major
part of the year eight Humanities curriculum was dedicated
to    studying    these    events.    From    the    eruption    of   the
Eyjafjallajokull volcano in Iceland, to the wildfires in Russia,
the  earthquakes  in  Chile,  Haiti  and  New  Zealand,  to  the
Guatemalan  sinkhole  and  more  recently,  the  devastating
floods  in  Pakistan.  It  seems  that  barely  a  month  passed
without  some  new  disaster  to  explore.  Studies  were  not
limited to  natural  disasters  however.  The  massive  oil  spill
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the  enormous  environmental
impact  upon  the  region  was  also  scrutinised.  The  topical
nature  of  these  investigations  led  to  an   increase  in  the
number of students taking  an  Interest  in  news and current
affairs.

The  study  of  current  events  did  not  end  with  disasters.
The  2010  Federal  Election  provided  year  eight  students
with  an  opportunity  to  examine  the  systems  of Australian

government.      Their      understanding      of     parliamentary
process  was  greatly  enhanced  by  the  dismissal  of  then
Prime  Minister  Kevin  Rudd  in  favour  of  Julia  Gillard.  The
subsequent  scheduling  of  the  election  perfectly  tied  Into
the topic of Civics and  Citizenship,  providing students with
another opportunity to focus on the news.

1n   Semester   One,   the   year   eight   students   undertook
a   study   of   Medieval   History,   the   culmination   of  which
was   an   opportunity   for   students   to   demonstrate   their
understanding, through the creation of a medieval "artefact"
of their choice. The overall standard of work produced was
outstanding,  with  many students  attaining  High  Distinction
and   Distinction   grades   for  their   efforts.   Well   done   and
congratulations to those students!

For  the  year  seven  students,  first  semester  involved  the
study   of  ancient   civilisations.  Again   the   subject   matter

proved  to  be  quite topical,  with  the  development of a  new
theory  on  the  death  of  Tutankhamun.   malaria.   Students
were able to see first-hand how archaeological discoveries
shape and alter (sometimes long-held) theories about past
events.   In   Semester  Two,   our  visiting  Chinese  students

provided  an  opportunity  to  collaborate  to  produce  some
excellent  assignments  on  China.  Students  examined  the
relationship  between  Australia  and   China   and   identified
aspects of China that are  unique.

Year   nine   students   once   again   participated   in   the   "Go
Melbourne!"  programme.  Spendmg  four  days  in  the  city,
students  explored  various  "discovery  trails",  experiencing
Melbourne instltutions including the Queen Victoria Market,
the  State  Library,  and  the  National  Gallery of victoria  and
shopping  precincts  such  as  the  Bourke  Street  Mall  and
the  GPO.   Students  travelled  independently  to  and  from
the  city  each  day  and  managed  their own  time  to  ensure
that all required tasks were completed. Students proposed
an   hypothesis   on   an   aspect   of  the   city   (for   example,
"Melbourne's  graffiti  is  artwork")  and  then,   using  various

techniques  including  survey and  observation,  they  proved
or disproved  their hypothesis.  Findings were  presented  in
poster form  and  (once  again)  the work was of a very  high
standard.

The  Humanities  Domain  was  extremely fortunate  to  have
such  a  wide  range  of topical  events  to  examine  in  2010
and  we  look  forward  to  this  continuing  in  2011   (although
with a fewer disasters)!

Legal  Studies
Courts Excursion
On  March  9th  VCE  Legal  Studies students  participated  in
a  visit to  the  County  and  Supreme  Courts  in  Melbourne.
There they were given a tour of the courts and learnt about
the  processes  involved  in  a  criminal  trial.  They  then  had
the opportunity to watch  a  number of actual criminal trials.
This  type  of  real  life  experience  is  invaluable  in  `bringing
to  life'  the  materials  being  covered  in  class  and  students
thoroughly enjoyed the experience

Mock Court
During the last 3 weeks of term  2,  Legal  Studies students
were given the opportunity of participating  in a mock court
trial.  They  were  assigned  the  various  roles  of the  courts
such   as  prosecution   and   defence   lawyers,  judges  and
other court officials  and were given  a case to  present in  a
criminal trial format. The case was presented to a different
class  who  acted  as  a  jury  and  decided  which  side  made
the  stronger  case.  All   students   performed   exceptionally
well and the trial was very professionally run.

History
Holocaust Museum  Excursion April  15th
On    the    15th    of   April,    VCE    History    students    visited
the   Holocaust   Museum   in   Elsternwick   as   part   of  their
investigation  of  the  origins  and  events  of  World  War  2.
There they listened to the harrowing first-hand accounts of
Holocaust survivors as well as participating in a guided tour
of the  museum's  many  displays.  While the  subject  matter
was  very  confronting,  the  excursion  was  undoubtedly  of

great benefit to the students' understanding of this moment
in  human  history.  The  opportunity  to  talk  to  and  question
the  survivors  of  the  camps  was  no  doubt  an  experience
they will always  remember

Kylie  Bennett
Humanities Domain  Leader



Learning  Resource Centre
The  Library has been a popular venue for many an activity
this   year.   We   have   hosted   celebrations,   competitions,
reading activities, computer and board games over the year.
Our  displays  have  included  new  titles,  CBCA  Book  Week
Vvinners  and  Honour  books,  Open  Night  displays  for  our

prospective  families,  World  Cup  2010  and  an Australiana
display for a class of students from  mainland  China.

This  year  our  students  have  enjoyed  a  quieter  working/
reading  space during  Friday lunchtimes. The staff decided
to  dedicate  this  time  for  students  who  were  very  keen  to
read both old and contemporary titles without the distraction
of  gamers'  laughter  and  cheering!  This  sanctioned  time

proved  to  be  respected  by  all  library  users  as  students
learned to share the library `work space' as well as planning
their time for research  and  homework tasks.

We  have  also  purchased  a  small  collection  of audio  story
book   CDs  which   some   students   have   trialled   this  year
and   really   enjoyed.   So,   we   are   planning   for  a   number
of  new  titles  for  2011.  Another  increase  to  our  collection
came  through  the  graphic  novel  and  manga  genre.  We
completed  the  collections  of the  popular  'Death  Note'  and
`Fullmetal Alchemist'  series  and  added  a  new  one  called
`Fruits  Basket'.  This  series will  be  added  to  over  the  next

year as we look to build the collection.

Other fiction  series which  proved  popular  reading  for  both

genders  in  Years  7-9  were  the  `Cherub'  series  and  `The
Henderson   Boys'   by   Robert   Muchamore.   New  finds  for
our  collection  were  Scot  Westerfeld's  'Uglies'  series  -  a
combination   of  Sci-fi  fantasy  and   adventure   steeped   in
contemporary 21st century issues,  and  `Conspiracy 365' a
series  of twelve  monthly  releases  (January  to  December)
focussing  on  intrigue,  espionage  and  adventure   We  ask
students  to  tell  us  what  they  like  to  read  and  we  try  to
accommodate  their interests when  we  order titles  through
our booksellers or through on-line subscriptions.

Overall the library has done its best to provide a number of
resources for teachers  and  students  including  magazines,

periodicals,  non-fiction  and  audio-visual  material.  We  are
always looking for high quality materials to encourage high

quality teaching  and  learning within our school community.
If, in the end, our students' borrowing habits and involvement
jn reading and research speaks for itself, then we are really
happy.  We  have done our job:  "Pride in Achievement"I

Margaret Szabo



erforming Arts
Jazz Night
\/Ve  started  the performing  arts calendar this year with  the
introduction of a "Jazz n" Blues" family musical get together
held   in  the   PAC  foyer.   Students  responded  well  to  this
themed night with a wide variety of Jazz and Blues numbers

played   by  bands,   singers,   soloists,   instrumentalists  and
pianists.  Even the program took on an improvised feel with
items  drawn  out  of  a  hat  which  of  course  added  to  the
excitement and  atmosphere of the night

Open  Night & Acoustics Night
Open  night  and Acoustic  night were  next  on  the  calendar

providing   a  wide   range  of  students   (including   the   Choir
and  Year  7/8/9   band)  the  opportunity  to   perform   in  the
PAC to their family and friends  This is a  reflection of what
students  have  prepared  during  their  instrumental  lessons
and with the help of their teachers.

Junior Drama
This  year the  elective  rotation  continued  for Year  7  and  8
students,  giving all students the opportunity to give Drama
a   go   in   their  first  years  as   secondary   school   students.
units  covered   included  Visual   Comedy,   Fractured   Fairy
Tales,  Improvisation, Advertising and Radio Plays   By Year
9,  Drama  becomes an  elective for our  keen  young  actors
to  choose.  This  year  the  Year  9's  covered  units  such  as
Naturalism  and   Non-Naturalism,   as  well   as  Melodrama.
The highlight of the subject was definitely the performance
of the  students'  self devised  Melodrama  plays  that  were

performed  to  an  audience  of  Grade  3  and  4  students  at
Mount Waverley  Primary School.

VicMoves Schools Active Workshop
This  year  the  dancers  of Ashwood  College  were  treated
to  a  special  dance  class  taught  by  a  professional  dance
instructor  as  part  of the  Schools Active  Workshop  run  by
VicMoves.  The  dancers,  from  Years  7,  8  and  9,  danced
the  moming  away  and  learnt  an  energetic jazz  routine  to
the  Michael  Jackson  classic "Beat  lt".  Next year we  hope
to  enter the  college  in the VicMoves dance  competition  in
Term 3,  performed at the Comedy Theatre.

Musical
Of course a  lctt of time  and effort went into  presenting  this

year's musical "Urinetown" with a large number of songs to
be learnt by the cast and our relatively young band. What a
great effort by the team  of 2010 who should  be very proud
of their achievements.
"Urinetown"   is   a    Broadway   production   that   entertains

audiences  with  its  satirical  and  comical  look  at  the  idea
of   sustainability   and   drought.   There   were   challenging
themes,  lines  and  harmonies  for  our  actors  and  singers
to  master but the  cast worked tirelessly for two terms and
ended  up  producing  a  hugely successful  show,  performed
to over 500 audience  members!
lt was  great  to  see  so  many  student  helpers  in  charge  of
many  "crew"  jobs  as  well,  such  as  stage  management,
sound     and     lighting       "Urinetown"     was     certainly     an
unbelievable   team   effort   by   the   finest   singers,   actors,
dancer,  musicians  and  crew Ashwood  has  to  offer!  Well
done everybody!

Solo  Night & Musicianship
The Year  9-10  Musicianship  students  have  been  working
on presenting a variety of solo pieces for their special night
in  Term  4  with  a  mixture  of  modern,   rock,  classical  and
musical theatre items. The Year  10's also  performed  a  set
of  songs  for  the  St  Marks  Elderly  Citizens  as  part  of the
community spirit.

End of Year Concert
lt  doesn't  take  long  to  turn  our  attention  to  the  concert
which this year will  have a dual theme of "Under the Stars"
for Act  1  and  "Up  in  Lights"  for Act  2.  As  you  can  see we
have chosen a lighting theme (rather than a musical theme)
this  year,  so  all  thanks  to  our  sound  and  lighting  experts
Shane Duggan and Adric Gardner who can  really let loose
this  year  with  every  available  AC/DC  outlet  in  use.   Our
final  performance  is  always  a  celebration  of the  students'
achievements at the  presentation  night with  awards given
and  Musical  Performances  presented.

Performing Arts Captains
Congratulations to our music captains.  Michael  Harrington
and  Ryan  Horvat,  and  our Drama  captains:  Jess  Sawkins
and  Matt  Hudson  on  their  Involvement  and  leadership  in
the  performing  arts  this  year!  They  have  performed  such
roles  as:  running  the  vocal  warm-up  before  the  musical,
being   a   stage   manager  and   lighting   technician,   and   in

general  just  promoting  a  passion  for  the  performing  arts
through their Involvement and  enthusiasm! Well done and
thank you!

Thanks you's
Inevitably we  always  have to  say goodbye to  our Year  12
students who  over the  years  contribute  to the  Performing
Arts in a big way. This year we thank the following students
for  their  contributions  Guy   Faletolu,   Nicole  MCNally,   Joe
Zhou,Michael  Watson,  Olivia  Petersen,  Zinthambo  Phiri,
Jessica  Sawkins,  Matthew  Hudson,  Piers  Callant,  Dylan
Chee,  Daniel  Mcculloch,  Gwen  Mould,  Thomas  Tuohey,
Sebastian   Temple.   We   wish   them   well   for  their   future
endeavours    and    continue    performing.     Performing    is
always a team effort from the office staff (Kath,  Kel,  Robyn
and  Tracey)  to  our  caterers  (Janet  and  Sandra)  to  our
numerous  staff  who  assist  in  so  many  ways,  supervise,
work backstage, act, sing and dance their way through the
year    wethankyou all.
A major part of the success of the Performance Program is
attributed to our instrumental  staff Tania  Kaev,  Erica Ujma,
Liz Clark, Paul Dunn, Peter Simondson and Rod Pilois who
do an  amazing job with the  students. A very special thank

you   This  team  spirit  also  extends  to  two  very  important
people  who  work  with   us  to   present  our  major  events.
Our  shows  would   not  be  so  vibrant  without  the  sound,
lighting  and  Drama  expertise of Shane  Duggan  as well  as
the  technical  and  dramatic  expertise  of Adric  Gardner.  A
HUGE  thank you.  We  look forward to  an  exciting  2011.

Natalie  Same,  Performing Arts  Manager
Felicia  Mundell,  Music  Coordinator











Learning  about  science  has  occurred   in   many  different
ways    and    places    during    2010.    The   Year    7's   were
introduced   to   secondary   school   science   by   becoming
familiar with  the  laboratory and  associated  apparatus and
were  awarded  a  Bunsen  Bumer  licence when  they were
able  to  demonstrate  its  safe  and  competent  use.  Later  in
Semester  One  they  were  confronted  with  the  dissection
of  a   bullseye.  Whilst  this  was  challenging  for  some,  all
were  able  to  participate  and  benefit  from  the  hands  on
experience.    Other    dissections    throughout   the    school
included fish,  brains,  rats and  hearts.

Many science students were involved  in the College Open
Night. As always the science demonstrations drew a  large
crowd  and  there were  spectacular examples of the  magic
of chemistry. A number of classes  had worked  together to
refine and develop these demonstrations.

The   Science   department   collaborated   with   the   school
musical  to  explore  the theme  of sustainability.  Year 7  and
8  students created the  posters that were  on  display  in  the
PAC foyer, which showcased their questictns, solutions and
opportunities  relating  to  global  warming,  climate  change
and  sustainability.  Year  7  students  had  the  opportunity to
be  actively  involved  in  the  permaculture  garden,  studyjng
the  principles  and  then  applying  them  in  the  garden.  We
thank  Mariettte  Tuohey  for  her  invaluable  assistance  in
our  growing   understanding  of  the  value  and   benefits  of

permaculture.

Year  8  students  enthusiastically   participated   in  the  visit
from  SNAKEMAN,  when  they  all  had  the  opportunity  to
touch  and  observe  a  varjety  of  reptiles  and  amphibians.
The   wetlands   have   again   provided   the   opportunity   to
explore sustajnability and  diversity  in  a  local  environment.

Year   9   students   engaged   in   a   new   unit   investigating
Forensic   science,   where  they   analysed   fingerprints,   lip

prints.  bite marks, fibres and  blood spatter patterns.  Some
fun   activities  explored  the   complexities   associated  with
eyewitness   testimony.   Famous   case   studies   of  Ruben
`Hurricane'   Carter,  Azaria   Chamberlian,   Peter   Falconio,

John  F  Kennedy were  used  to explore the  use of forensic
science  in  criminal  investigatlons.

Year 10 students were fortunate to be part of a collaborative
unit  of  work  with   Monash   University   Honours  Students.
Their  Bjofuels  project  developed  an  investigation  into  the

possibilities of using food products to generate fuels.  It was
great  to  have  the  expertise  and  experience  the  Monash
students to guide our studies.

Senior   science   classes   have   enhanced   their   textbook
studies   with    a   number   of   excursions,   field   trips   and
activities. These included Lodden  Prison,  National Gallery,
Dax     Cunningham     Gallery,     Barwon     Heads,     Monash
University,  Ecolinc  and  working  with  local  primary  school
Parkhill. Again the DUCKS were a source of entertainment
for all  students,  as the Year  11   Biology class  raised  them
from  chicks and analysed  their growth and development.

This   year   we    had    a    number   of   individuals   who   we
congratulate      and      recognise      for     their     outstanding

achievements.    Haydon  Tuohey  and  Jarrod  Kerr
selection   to   the   Siemans   Science   Experience,   a   three
day  study  at  Melbourne  University  (with  thanks  to  Rotary
Ashwood for their sponsorship).

Nobu    Chong,    Tim    Gebert    and    Matthew    \/\/hitney    for
achieving   Distinctions   (top   10%)   in   the   lcAS   Science
Competition.

Mustufa    Manji    for    his    selection    among    54    students
selected  from Australia  and  New Zealand  to  attend  Youth
ANZAAS  a  3  day  convention  in  Sydney  where  students
attend  lectures  and  field  visits  to  learn  about  applications
of science  beyond secondary school.

Daizy   Maan   for  her  successful   application   to   National
Youth   Science   Forum,   a   2  week   science   camp  at  the
Australian  National  University  in  Canberra.

As  you  can  see  it  has  been  an  active  year in  the  Science
Domain,  with  many  exciting  new  developments  planned
for 2011  when we move  into the  new Science Centre.

Deb Gibson
Science  Domain  Leader

Science Teachers
Heath  Booth,   Bernie  Jowett,  Kate  Davis,  Jen  Loh,  John
Kelepouris,  Steve  Swenser,  Sandra  Baker,  Julie  Huggins,
Linsey Boddy,  Danielle Wust, Janet Vviggins
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OUTSTANDING  INDIVIDUAL
PERFORMANCES

Tim Gebert from Year 8 was awarded a certificate of credit
in  the  Melbourne  University  Mathematies  Competition,  a

truly outstanding achievement.

We congratulate the following students on their outstanding

performance   at  the  Australian   Mathematics   Competition
in 2008

This  year  the  Mathematics  Department  at  Ashwood  College
has  embarked   upc)n   a  two  year  improvement  that  focuses
on  each  student's  achievement  in  maths  and  experience  of
learning  maths.

The   focus   on   achievement   and   experience   was   selected
in   order   to   improve   learning   outcomes.   Our   aim   was   to
meaningfully  engage  students  in  learning  tasks  by  providing
mathematics    that    is    accessible    and    challenging    for    all.
Teaching  programs  have   attempted  to  identify  and   address
misconceptions  early  in  the  learning  process  enabling  tasks
and  activities to  be  designed  to  cater for all  students'  needs
The  focus  of improvement  in  mathematics  for years  7-10  has
been  implemented  in  such  a  way  that  it  is  an  integrated  part
of the  maths  curriculum  and  is  able  to  demonstrate  improved
measurable outcomes  in  student achievement.

This   means   that   you   will   see   students   in   the   classrooms;
building  church  spires  and  castles,  building  nets  of  complex
structures,  collecting  physical  data,  playlng  interactive  games
on computers and whiteboards, working in small groups solving
algebraic   puzzles,    making    posters   to   show   mathematical
understandings,     role    playing     number    problems,    working
collaboratively  and  a  great deal  more  of this type  of hands  on
Interactive,  immersion  activity.  Of course  you  would  also  see
the traditional chalk and  talk on  occasions.

In the senior school this year we continued to have very strong
numbers  of  students  studying  at  VCE  levels.  The  number  of
classes   has  grc)wn   from   eight  to  nine  classes  studying   six
different  VCE   mathematics  subjects    V\/hilst  many   students
have  only   studied   one  VCE   mathematics  subiect  it  is  very

pleasing  to  report  that  the  number  of  students  studying  two
VCE  3&4  mathematics  subjects  is  increasing.  The  number of
students choosing  to  study  Specialist  Mathematies  3  &  4,  the
highest level of VCE mathematics,  has also remained strong at
Ashwood despite a state wide trend of decreasing enrolmer`ts
in  this course

ln  Term  Two   a   number  of  Ashwood   students   entered   the
Melbourne       University       Mathematics      Competition        This

competition  is  of  a  demanding  standard,  designed  to  Identify
real   mathematical  talent.   Between  3000  and  4000  students
enter,   but   only   150   students   receive   awards    The   nature
of  the  problems  is  different  from  that  encountered   in  school
mathematics  syllabi,   being  less  mechanical   and  requiring  a
higher level of mathematical  Insight and  creativity

ln  Term  Three  Ashwood  Students  took  part  in  the  Australian
Maths   Competition   for  the  Westpac  Awards.   The   following
certificates  of excellence were  awarded:  two  high  distinctions,
seven   distinctions   and   sixteen   credit  certificates.   The   nine
students  who  received  distinctions  or  higher  were  ranked  in
the top 15% of the State. This annual competition has attracted
about  13  million  entries since  it  began  in  1978.  It is  renowned
for   its   high   standard   and   integrity,   and  Ashwood   students
continue to  achieve fantastic results

ln   Term   Three   the   Mathematics   Department   once   more
organLsed  Maths  Trails  for  our  year  nlne  students  attending
"Go   Melbourne".   We   hope  these   trails   have   shown   all   our

Year Nine  students that mathematics  is not only  used when  at
school  but is  needed  everyday and  everywhere.

loan  Ke''y
Maths Domain  Leader



Information [Itth
To Infinity and  Beyond
ln      2010      the      Ashwood      College      Information      and
CommunicationTechnologyDomainhasbeenimplementing
and consolidating many changes which began development
last  year.  The  year  kicked  off  with  a  decision  to  identify
our domain  with  the  motto;  "Engaging  and  enriching  lives
through  evolving  technologies;  To  Infinity  and  Beyond  ..."

Vvhile  this  is  a  slightly  humorous  take  on  our  beliefs  and
values  it  has  serious  undertones which  highlight our drive
to help Ashwood  students on their journey to  keep  up with
the  ever-changing  and  evolving  uses  of technology   This
motto has become a reflection on the year we had .....

The   specific  focus  on   redeveloping  the  Year   10  course
saw the implementation of the very successful  `Game On!'
course  I.n  its  entirety.  Students  have  been  connected  and
driven  by their desire to create computer games in a highly
structured and industry-based  course. They have explored
`Scratch'   as   an    introductory   step   towards    conceptual

development  in  programming  language  and  are  creating
complex  3D  Models  in  `Blender',  whilst  also  writing  basic
action-script  in  `Flash'.  All  the  while  these  students  have
shown    a    proficient    and    competent    understanding    of
industry  trends,  consumer  values  and  desires  and  other
factors  influencing  the  type  of games  they  should  create.
We thank Adric Gardner for the development of this course
and  his  ability to apply technology to  `real world'  uses  and
look forward to  its continuation  in  2011.

In  Term  4  `competjtion'  was  the  buzz  word.   In  the  `3  in  6'
competition,   held  early  Term  4,   students  combined  their
many  I.C.T.  and  Media  skills  to  create  a  3  minute  video
clip  in  6  hc>urs.   Filming,   lighting,   uploading,   downloading,

copyrighting,  editing,  storyboarding,  creative  thinking  and
many  more  traditionally valued  and  modern-day  lcT skills
were put on show as teams worked under the pump to create
their entry for this  year's  competition.  We  anticipate  great
results when the judging  is completed and congratulate all
our entrants.

Continuing    the    competitive    spirit   was    the    `Solar   Car
Challenge'  team.   Following   on  from  the  success  of  last

year,  we  joined  forces  with  Parkhill  Primary  School.  The
amount  of  students   nearly  tripled   and   this   year  entries
included cars AND solar powered boats. TogetherAshwood
and  Parkhill  are  leading the way to a sustainable future  by
expertly   experimenting   with   the   amazing   technology   of
Solar  Power.  The  students  involved  are  definitely  leaders
of the  future  with  their  knowledge  and  ongoing  interest  in
studying evolving technologies and we thank Paul Drew for
the many hours and dedication he has given this project.

Not  only   have   our  students   benefitted   from   the   variety
of  lcT  offered  around  the  school  in  terms  of  curriculum,
competitions and inter-curricular activities, but our staff have
benefitted  by  the  expertise  of our  growing  domain.  Many
times  throughout  the  year,  Dom  Holloway,  Adric  Gardner,
Paul  Drew  and  myself  have  joined  forces  to  implement
Professional  Development  for  staff,  to  not  only  `keep  up
with the times',  but to develop an ability to evolve wjth ever-

changing technologies. A focus on Web 2.0 technology has
seen  uses  of  bloggjng,   online  submjssion,   \/Viki  Spaces,
GoogleDocs and  many  more,  filter into the  classroom  in  a
safe,  engaging  and  productive way.  \/Vlth  more  Interactive
Vvhiteboards  installed  throughout  the  school,  these  have
also been increasing  in use. As our teachers have become

proficient   users   Of   evolving   technologies,   so   have   our
students.

Overall,   the   lcT   Domain   has   successfully   helped   the
Ashwood  College community to  be  Involved  in  technology
in many ways. We hope to continue making changes to our
courses and  offer more exciting opportunities to showcase
our skills  in the future. All  of this wjth the aim  of helping  our
community to become users and creators of technology `To
Infinity and  Beyond. .   '

Glare  Neal
lcT Domain  Leader



I'school Sports
Throughout   2010   we   have   had   an    Increased    number   of
students  competing  in  the  College  House  Swimming,  Cross

Country and Track & Field  carnivals,  as well as the interschool
competitions  within   our  Waverley   District.   With   the   student

leadership  group   assisting   the   House   Captains,   they  did   a

fantastic job  in  `rewing'  up  support  and   participation  in  their

respective   houses    The  aim   this  year  was  to   improve   the
House  Culture  and  that was achieved  over numerous events
held  throughout the  year,  not just within the sporting  domain.

The  House  Swimming  Carnival  started the sporting  year off at

the indoorvenue ofAqualink Nunawading Pool  The theme was
the  House  colours.  Berimul  (Blue  house) dominated,  claiming

the   cup   with   453   points!   Balayang   (Yellow)   came   second

with  338,  Waang   (Red)  third  with  286  and   Bunjil   (Green)   in

fourth  place with 247 points.  We  had  increased  representation
at  the  Waverley  District  swimming  carnival  with  42  students

competing.     Naoml     Harvey     competed     exceptionally    well
achieving two 2nd  and three 3rd  ribbons   Nick Clearwater also

received a 3rd  ribbon  Although we did  not win the competition,
we  certainly  had  the  best  cheer  squad  and  a  fantastic  effort
with  most  students  participating  in  a  relayl  Ashwood  College

also  had  3  divers  competing  this  year,  Rachael  Boyd,  Sarah
Taig  and  Caitlin  Brown.  1t was  their first  time  diving  and  they

did an amazing job with  Rachael and Caitlin coming 3rd in their

respective age groups!

Ashwood    College    2010    Swimming    Carnival   Age    Group
Champions are  as follows:

This year we  Introduced  a whole  school  House Cross Country
Carnival  on  the  last day  of term  1,  using  the  extensive  school

grounds  of  the  college.  All  students  had  the  chance  to  gain
points fortheir house by doing the 3km fun run/walk or seriously
competing  to  make the  District team   \Mth  all  students  able  to
score  house  points,  it  made  the  overall  tallies  very  close.  By
only  4  points,  Waang  took  c)ut  the  championship  trophy  over
Blue  house  on   894   points,   then  Yellow  on  875   points,   and

Green  on  688  in fourth  place

We had 51  students represent the College at the Distrlct Cross
Country  and   11   of  those  competitors  made  the  Zone  Cross
Country  at  Yarra  Glen  Racetrack   This  was  over  double  the
representatives  of  2009.   It  was  one  of  the  wettest  courses
we  have  seen  in  years  and  the  14  year  girls  certainly  felt  the

wrath   of  the  weather  when   500m   in   tct  their  race  they   had
hail  and  sheets  of  rain  falling  down  on  them.  Overall  we  had

outstanding   results  for  the  day.   Sebastian  Temple,   Mikaela
Miller  and  Michael  Tate  all  came  in  the  top  20  runners   The

rest   of  our   representatives   Charlie  Young,   Kate   Quinlivan,

Kali  Loria,  Nyakoang  Nyak,  Georgia  Raze and  Rose  Lloyd  did
well  coming  well  within  the  top  50   After  blitzing  the   15  Year

Girls field  at District,  Chynea  Lang came 2nd  at Zone and then

came  an  outstanding  14th  in  the  State  Cross  Country.  Peter
Biar of Year  12  came  second  at  District,  7th  at Zone  and  then
a fantastic 21 st at State. A great effort!

Ashwood  College  2010   Crc>ss  Country  Carnival  Age  Group
Champions are as follows'

The  college  Track  and   Field  Carnival  was  held   in  May  with

different  themes  for  each   House  which.  The  Blue  Ninjas  for

Berrimul,  The  Yellow  Heroes  and  Villians  for  Balayang,  The

Green  Pirates  for  Bunjil  & The  Red  Cowboys  and  Indians  for
Waang-

We   had  sensational  weather  and   the  spirit  of  the  day  was
very  positive.  The  house  rivalry  was  fierce;  however,  Berimul

(Blue)   House   prevailed   on   1078   points   over  Waang   (Red)
on   1007  points,  then  Balayang  (Yellow)  on  924  points  and  in

fourth  place  Buniil  (Green) on  832  points. We had 68 students

represent  us  at  the  District  Track  and   Field,  Across  the  day
we  had  consistently  good  results  contributing  to  the  College

coming  5th  overall  in  our  District,  an  excellent  result.  Chynea

Lang  of Year 9  proved  dominant  at  District,  winning  the Triple

Jump,  Long Jump,  Javelin,  Hurdles and  High  Jump,  achieving

District Age  group  champion    Laura  Harrison  won  the  girls  14

year  high  jump  and  took  out  her Age  Group  Championship.
Frank  Loi  was  awesome  winning  the   17   Boys  Hurdles  and
involved  in  the  17  boys  relay  2nd  place  with  Tim  Wood,  Joel
Mattiske  and   Beau  Connick.   Joed  Cook  won  his  high  jump

event,  Mikaela  Miller the 400m and  Nyakoang  Nyak came 2nd

in  the  1500m.  These  six  students were  going  on  to  represent
our College at the Zone Track and  Field  early  in Term  4.

Ashwood  College  2010  Track  and  Field  Carnival Age  Group
Champions are as follows:



lntersch6`6
Ashwood  College  students  were  once  again  exposed  to  a
huge  range of sports contested  at the  interschool  level.  These
jncluded Cricket, Tennis, Volleyball,  Softball,  Baseball,  Soccer,
Badminton,     Netball,     Football,     Basketball,     Table     Tennis,
Hockey and  Squash   We were very competitive  in  the sports,

particularly in the Junior and I ntermediate Girls Basketball , Year
7  girls volleyball,  Year 8  boys squash  and Year 7  table  tennis.
As  well  as  lnterschool  Sport,   our  lawnbowls  team  this  year
consisted  of Year  11   students,  Chris  Hill,  Michael  Harrington,
Beau  Connick  and  Michael  Tate.  They  represented Ashwood
College  in  the  RVBA  Schools  Pennant  on  Saturday  momings
through   February  and   March    They  won   more  games  than
they  lost  but  unfortunately just  missed  out  on  the  finals   Our
students improved their performance every week and enjoyed
the  challenge  and  competition  that  lawnbowls  provided   We
must thank the Ashburton  Lawnbowls Club for their assistance
and  support.

2010  is the  last  year that Ashwood  College  will  be  competing
against  all  seven   schools   in   our  District.  As  part  of  School
Sport   Victoria's   initiative,   the   districts   have   been   changed
and  will   be  called  divjsjons.  \/\/e  will  still   be  in  the  Waverley

Division,   but   our   competition   will   be   Mount   Waverley   SC,
Glen  Waverley  SC,  Highvale  SC  and  Vermont  SC.  A smaller
division,  providing  more opportunities for the College.  We look
forward  to  continuing  to  build  on  our good  results  of this  year
in  the  new division  of 2011.

A big thank you must go out to all the teachers and stiidents that
coached and organised the teams over numerous lunchtimes
Finally,   well   deserved   congratulations   to
all  students  involved  ln  this year's sporting
competitions,  you  represented  the  college
extremely  well    Hope  to   see   even   more

participation  and  positive  results  ln  2010!

Melissa Worth
Ashwood College Sports Coordinator





PE,  Health and  Sport Education
Junior  PE,  Health  and  Sport  Education  was  a  combined
subject  this   year  where  the  focus  for  Sport   Education
was  training  for  lnterschool  Sport  teams  and  developing
the   student's  abilities  to  work   in   teams   and   implement
team tactics and  strategies  in  to their chosen  spc>rts.  This
initiative   achieved   great   results  from   the   students  wlth
improved  results  in  the  lnterschool  Sport competition  and
all students participated in the three jnterschool sport round
robins  across the year.  In  PE  classes students worked  on
the  fitness  and  application  of  skills  in  various  team  and
individual sports. Year 9 students had representatives from
Touch  Victoria  to  run  sessions  in  term  3.   Health  classes
covered    topics    such    as    sunsmart,    drug    awareness,
relationships,   risk   and   harm   minimisation,   bullying   and
cyber  bullying,  adolescent  growth  and  development  and
much   more.   There   were   opportunities   where   students
were  involved  jn  Project  Rockit,  Techno  bullying  incursion
or  sessions  run   by  our  Adolescent  Health   Nurse,   Fiona
Keech   as  well   as   the   local   police   ran   risk   and   safety
management sessions called  'Party safe'.

Students   who   chose   the   elective   of   Sport   Education

participated   in   many   different   activities   within   the   local
community  involving  fencing,  indoor  cricket,  touch  rugby,
squash  and  gym/aerobic  sessions.  Our Year  11   PE  class
covered  many  interesting  units  throughout  the  year,   but
the  highlight  involved  an  excursion  to  Monash  University,
Peninsula Campus, where some participated jn a V02Max
test.

Year  10 A.P.E.S.
The Year 10  PE course took a different look this year, with
the aim  being  on  students trying  new activities and taking
responsibility for their learning, hence the name; Autonomy
in   Physical   Education   and   Sport   (APES).   The   subject
involved  many excursions within  recreation  centres  of our
local   community  as  well   as  qiialified   instructors   running
session  at  school.  The  subject  ran  term  by  term,  where
students  looked  closely  at  four  different  topics  over  the

year.

Term  1.  Splish  Splash,  students  were  in  the  pool  refining
their swimming technjques and learning  how to play water

polo,  and the guidance of qualified  instructors.

Term   2:   Fitness   Fanatic,   saw   the   students   getting   fit
and   healthy   through   writing   their   own   specific   training

program and following this program throughout the term at
Holmesglen  Fitness  First.

Term   3:   Coach   Carter,   developed   students   knowledge
of  how  to  lead  a  group  of  young  children  in  a  coaching
situatjon.   They   were   involved    in    runnjng    sessions   at
Parkhill   Primary  School,   and  taking   part  in  training  with
the Australian  Sports Commission with students achieving
accreditation for their work.

Term  4.  Wide  World  of  Sports  is  dedicated  to  students
learning  a  whole  new  range  of  sports  from  all  over  the
world,  as well as running a  school  sporting  event.

Year 9-12 Outdoor Education
Students  choosjng  Year  9  Outdoor  Education  stepped
outside   their   comfort   zones   and   learnt   the   basics   of
Outdoor   Education    skills   and    minimal    impact    in    the
outdoors.  Activities   involved   surfing,   kayaking,   cooking
on   trangia   stoves,   tents,   indoor   rockclimbing   and   an
overnight  bushwalk jn  the  Otway  Ranges.  Many  positive
relationships were  built within the  group and towards the
natural  environment.

A  new  course  was  developed  in  Year  10  titled  `Outdoor
Education      and      Adventure      Leadership'.      Students
developed  their leadership skills  over the year in  various
activities and natural environments such as surf lifesaving
and  surfing  at  Torquay,   Indoor  Rockclimbing,   Mountain
biking  at  Lysterfield  Park,  Cross  Country  Skiing  at  Lake
Mountain,  Kayaking  on  the Yarra  River  and  walking  the
1000 steps in the  Dandenong  Ranges National Park as a

preparation  hike.  The  course  culminated  in  a  5  day  hike
chosen, prepared and lead by the group in the Grampians
National  Park.

The Year  12  Outdoor and  Environmental  Studies course
allows  students  to  experience  some  amazing  outdoor
environments   and   challenging   outdoor   activities.   The
students were certainly pushed to their limits rockclimbing
and    abseiling    in    the    Grampians    and    Mt   Arapiles,
Bushwalking  in  the  High  Plains,  Mountain  biking  around
Warrandyte  State   Park,   Cross  Country  skiing  at  Lake
Mountain, Snow Camping and skiing/snowboarding at Mt
Stirling  and  Mt  Buller  as  well  as  a  coastal  excursion  to
Ricketts  Points  Marine  Sanctuary.  Experiences  in  these
locations and talks from  local  rangers and  interest group
members    were    invaluable    for    gaining    observational
information for assessment tasks and the end of year.

Melissa Warth
Sports Coordinator
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