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SOME OF THE ACTrIIE AND TNTERESTED.

19IT

1918

L923-24

rg24

L925

rg26

\928

L950

EWEN CLEMSON: Requests department to establish
sehool.

MTSS V. THOMSONT Requests department to
establish sc}-oo]-.

- MRS. I{. KI{-EE: Actiwe requests #o estabrlish
s ehool .

4 acres ob,tairoed from Mr. Power to use as
sehool site.

MR. C.S. SUITXI: Act'ivs lntere'st irrl proposed

-MR. S J. SMTTH:
sehool.

Reqrrests rlam€. ctr4nrgs from
rrCroydonrr to TTYARRA ROADTT.
Active in'terest in new shelter

shed.
-MR J. KTTEE:

rs 5ors - MRS WARREN (mee WALToN): Served
Milo from school milk to
chi]-dren over fsnee.

f954 - MRS. R.M. ROBERTS: Active in school- affairs.
A955-57 - MRS. H. GODDEN: Active in sctrool affairs.
7951/-6o - MR. HOAD: Trdnsported trp to LT chlldren

from Warranwood to ttre sehoo'l_
d21ily.

]-962-64 - UR. B.J. UdQUINTE: Aetlwe interrest in! new
shelterr'' shed.

L964-66, - MR. R.W.G. McDONALDs Activ,e in: grournd
alteratiofljs.

Unfortunataly spac6, does not permit the mention
of the many otleers equally deserving, both past and
presentr who have hel-ped make this school r.rhat it is.



OF STATE SCHOOL zLg TARRA ROAD

lq2ors - 4Or s Mrs. A. Bates (Smith)

Yarne Road, Croydorr, h.olds such wide.mcmorl_es for
rTr€o tlhere were too many interestsr brft in confiniltg my
minrt to the litt1e setroor on the hitl, it may b,e best
to gio back to before it came irnto existiennee.

For many years - rde. rrnipsr and our parents Ae.d
tr"rrdged a.rf,ay ouit to Woroga Park S.S. Orne or two were
lucky enough to own a ponlr - nKitt",t Elder for in,st4rlc€
carried 3 passengers to the school doop. No blkgs then

so we. walked! !
So ttre locals got together to work on the gowernr-

ment for a 'ulearer school. rlm quit,e srlre that othe-rr-s
would agree that orte of the most arrdent workerg for
that end, was my materna1 grandmother, Mrs. Auauie Knecll
who Ba\,"e' the district M.P. a Mr. Ewerard, rlo peace
urmtil the new school was a re3lff,y.

An ewening was giwen in a home at rrMayflo{drf
and Gran. was presem'ted wittf a gift a beaut crocodile
trandbag for her work. Poorr Gran. was so overcorile as
shc' had b,eern told that ttre evenl-rng' was being held for
another reason al togettrerr.

For a short whl- le, we had lessons iyl tlte'front
room, ln the hom,e of Jack and Emma Knee. We. sat on kero-
scrner b;oxes on tlre flatl and worked onr keroscrlre ltoxes on
the upright. Miss Alice G. Broad was our f{rst-teacher -we began eactr day rci-th the prayer song. rrFather we thank
thse for the n18ht. rl

I remembef orne day Emma Kn e had made a custard
and l-ad left J-t in the sink to cool. Then ttrc thlrsty
students rrere let out to playl in tttlra rush for water
that poor custard was drouned. Ue wers a]-l later repri-
manded in elass.

Later we moved into the brand ltrew sehool orre
big room, with a small offlce and eloak room. The pranks
of on'e curly red-headed boy, fu1l of jokes and non's6:noe
- Miss Broad would put him out, bu.,t that face yould
appear at the wirrdow arrd someh.ow eommand the' selroolrg



attientlon. In desperation'herd be locked in the offieee
hrrb ttrerr'r hl-s loud checry whl-stle: would ba hea:vd. Poor
Miss Broad!! f hope that Les Rowe doesnrt hold this
a8airnst me ln tell-l-ng J-t. Les llad three sisters, a]-so
pupl-ls therftr - Dorls and Nellie'hawe since: passed on.

I rerneirnber that Errcl.re Partl-es we:ru lleld to r:aise,
nrbrrEyl rrlth Mr. Lou Francis (Sen. ) usuall-y as 2 rireYY
capabrls M.C. One rnl-glLt I rsmsmber that thsre was a
shortage of menr so mY twi1q sister Msy took the part of
a man - she won the memrs prize and I won the' ladyls.

Miss Clara Diltorn followed Miss Broad. At the:
begj-nnaing of L933, Miss Dillonr came tb ask Lf I would
eare to applyl for the positlon of Sewirrsg Mistress.
I was deliglhted and en'Joyed six yearg in the woa'yk. Soon
afterwards tl"e Mothef I s Club b;r'ouelllt a piano which was
really a Ereat asset'.

Miss Dillon'rs md-eee (Ufss Murl-el D1-1Ion)e a
danciil€i teacher would com€ each Fr"iday aftemooon asd
teach mrrsical rrc]-ub,str and rrrodsll with lrAction sotl$srr.
Two sotlgs that Irve never forgotten were: the rrFal-ry
Ifeddirrgrr and tr'War Drtlmsfl.

Ttte weddirrfg soflg 'was performed bY fourteen little
people, al 1 dressed itl pale pink - the rrbride a1rfil groo:mrl
b,el-ng Elsie Sml-th and Victor Lawrql'ce. It was beautiful'

fflfar.Drumsrr a patlLetl-c pLay/songz I remember those
girlslsomanywouldbreakdov6:an6ca^y'Werhadaconcert
includlng these t.lro son8s held in 01' Ktileers big shed'
It was such a str.Gc€ss' s repeat was Eiwen'' The rrHapPY

hrrn#irlg: soltgfr and Maypole'dancing welre a real sl-ght'
DurJ-n-g Miss Dillonrs termr orlis' of our bright

1Lttle lads, urrcolm smlth, dJ-ed. I think that he rna.s

ab,ou'f, six years old.
I{ow a worcl re. Miss Dil-lon. Irve heard 3o mala5r

rgcall Miss Dillonrts calr6. I agli€€r that cane vras a.

horror and many a tear f suppressed as I saw it in'
action - and yet, what a- good woman she was! It sas
quite cu;stomarY that under her direction, sin'g:l ets for
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lo4ots_- TOts - Mr. G. Collis

When Mr. G.G. Collis beeame H.T. im A945, the
school was raised from'a fifth class school to a fourth
class. His term as H.T. lasted to the end of ltlO.
Duning thl-s perlodr keeril :Lvlterlre'st was takqrr in sport and
psture lore. Gould Leaglue and Arbor Day Concerts r{ere
an anwual feature to which par:ents were always invited.

fn' 194?, the sc'hool won tlte na.tiwe tr:ee plantine;
competl-tion in the Lilydaler Inspectorate'e and the pnl-z'er
donated by the Breat Itaturallstr the late Miss I{inifred
Wadde11, was a sul-tab,le book added to the school library.

During: these Years Raymond Spenceb won tlre lst
scholarstrlp ever won by a pupil of the school. Seweral
other pupils woll scholarshl-ps abortt thls tl-me.

The children excel].ed l-n sport and thnee girls
beeame werJ,t good c:rl-eketers imdeed. Orts of tihernt
Mirrtam Krreel welt:t on to become orre of the g:reats of
Australl-arr Women I s Cricket. In fnter:rrnational Wom'en I s
Cricket, she has represented Australia many timesr has
had two trips to Englan-d - the last a-s Captair:r. Mirlam
learnt her crlcket wl-th tl-e school chimn,ey as the wicket
she had to defend.

fn 1948, the school residence was erected by
trairtee labour fr:om the armyt and was oceupled ln
September of that year by Mr. and Mrs. Col1is and ttreir
five cl.lldren.

Miss Ruth Knee, was the first Sewit[B Mistress
appointerl , and afte,r helr m'arrrl-age Mrs. G. Collis
succeeded her.

fn 1958, the school was agairl raised in classr
frrom a fourth class sehool- to a- third cl-ass, anfl Mr.
G.G. Col]-is retunn,ed to take ch6yrge of tris old school.
He remai:l'ed as H.T. for the next 11 yeans. Under l.is
gtridance and good hard-r+orking, co-operatiwer and
progressivs School Commltteers and Mothersr Clubs, the
sehool eontimred to hold its own in al1 fields.

Ttre second room was open'ed for the beginning of
the L958 sehool yearr and Ml-ss MarJorle Eur:lo$se 8rr
outstandiilg' teacherr beeame the first assistant appol-rtted



to the school. Other asslstants to follow lter were
Miss Ann Radden, Mrs. Margaret Clissold, Mrs. E]-airre
Grant, Miss Joan: Healey (now Slster Joanr of St.
Joseph r s Conrremt ) , Mrs. Perrin, Miss Mon'g, Mrs. Jackm'anr
Mrs. Spapens, Miss Anne Hart]-ey and Mr. Kevin McCoy.

Whilst Mr. Co11is was on'long service leave, the
rellewing F[.T. rs were Mr. Alister Cann-on, and Miss
Marelaret Bartlett. Mr. Norma.rl Smlth was a1 so a
reJ-iewirrg H.T. for a strort period.

For five years in succession, the school won the
District School Sportsr as we1l as winning in other
years. Two girls Bewerley Taylor and Vizma Rasa - were'
c?rampion'runn€rs of the whole Lilydale district. These
girls broug:ht further honorrr to the school.

In 1966, Neil Barr won a scholarship to tlte new
Church of Eng'lan6 Boys School. Flfty-selren candidates
from a]-l over the district sat for this examination.
Neil excelled and was 1,5% b,ett-err tharr' 211 other
candidates. It was a very fine'performartce indeed.

tn 7963, the pine plantationr was curt and soldt
and in its place Austral-la.lr trees and shrubs were
p]-anted. Ilnfortunatelyr these l{ad to be remowed when
tlle secorrrd playgrorrud was gr2ded.

Ifi' L969, the year after Mr. Collis left the
school, ] more classrooms were added as well as a-

teachersl roo11i'. Mr. Ken' Rogers became H.M. for 12 rnronttrs
followed by Mr. George Spa]-dl-ng (tZ monttrr). Then came
Mr. Reg. Lowe'land. Duriug tris term as If.M. (t972-74),
outside facllities for tlle e"hl-ldrcn inereased greatly.
Ttre conerete area waa externded Lnt I9TP; and the net ball
court was bul-lt at tlte sante tlme.

Mentl-on, muist be made of the Melbounrr6 lfnj-wersJ-ty
Graduates who spent all their primary years at this
sclloo:l . These are Peter Spencer, LyndJ-s McWhinngyr and
Anna Hal1.

On tlte re'llg'l-ous sl.de r teaohlrllgs ftrom tltro Bl-ble
we:re eiiwen' for years by: Mr. Les Warrenr and t?re ehl-ldren
lowed thl.s man verJr dearlY. Mr. a-rrd Mrs. Bl-11 Leggatt
gave wonderful serwlce in ttris fie:ld a1 s'o.



L

with sueh trappy and willing parents supporting ttr
teachers of thel-r ctrl.Idrea,, lt is no .hlonder ttrat this
beautl-fully sl-tuated ll_ttle sahoo]- l-s ttre erilTy of
this dietrl-ct.

Ther prese:rrt H.lt{., appointed tlris year, is Mr.
Ml-ehae]- Dorg.

Mr. G. Colllis

50 YDARS

t

JT]BTLEE

I$.OTES & ADDRESSES



PROGRAM A 1z.th

S-ATU-

APPROX. 10. 30 B.o rn o

APPROX. LZ noorr

APPROX. 2 p.rr.

APPROX. 3 prlrlr

APPROX. 8 poIIlo

Enrollment of ex-students r wel1,-
wl- sherps r e tc . r Egneral get- t oge'ther .
O ld pho t o graphs dl- spl ay ed .

LUI{CH AT SCHOOL.

We,'l c ome t o ox- s't-rrdenl't,gr.
Openilng of 5oth. year Jubtlee:'
Ce].ebratiorars by Mr. G. Collis.

De cade As s embl i Glr{r.

SUPPER DANCE - WONGA PARK HALL


