Tue address of the President of the
Sydney Chamber of Comwerce, at the
annual meeting of that ledy on Fri-
day last, was chiefly remarkalile tor its
r-xpuaiti;rn of the reasons which di-
cided themn not to send representatives
to the Intercslonin] Conference of
Clinmbers of Manufactures, which, as
our readers will remember, assembled
in Sydney soms months sinee, for the
purpose of advoeating intercoionial free-
trade. A free exchange of products be-
tween the various Australian colonics
lind, the chairmanobserved, been mintter
tar discussivn for move than 30 years,
sametimes it was ealled ©° Intereolonial
free teade,” at other times Yrecipro-
city,” and at yet other times assimi-
lation of tariffs"  Whnt was always
wnderstood however, wns an  Augstra-
lian  Hollverein, under which there
wonidt be free interchange between
Australian colonieg, awd o commom
tariff as against outsiders. The Pre-
sident, the Hox. 8. A, Joseen, M. L.C,,

veferred  to the  vacious  attempts
made  to  bring abour this  free
dom of exchange, from the con

ference held in 1857, at which the
Chambers of Commerce 1o Mellbourns,
Sydoey, Tasmania, and Adeluide were
represented, to the similar conference
hetd in Mellourne in 1863, a resalution
of the Tasmanian Parliament in 18467,
a confercuce in Sydney in 1869, and
veb another in Mellmurne 1m0 1870
Al these conferences not only fatled
to establish free interchange hetween
the Australian colonies, lLut, as 4 ne-
cessary sequence of that fuilure, have
given color to the inpression that there
are insuperable difficulties in the way.
The fatlures are due, said Me Josepmn,
to twoeauses. Ooe that the Constitution
Avts of the various colonies forhids the
imposition of differential duties, except
in the case of the whole of the Aus
tralinn colonies agreeing to a system
of mutual interchange on the basis of
Al mluimhif-. division of Custows re
ceipts, und an uniform tariff for extra
eolonind imports, and secomdly Lecauss
it has always been found imprac.
ticahle to formulate a list of
apticles involving freetrade on the
one hand and discriminating duties
on the other. Heference was alwn
made to later attempts to introduce
the system of intercolonial ditferential
dutiez. Al these cflorts have. so far
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duties. All these efforts have, so far,
resulted in failure, and the president
declared to his anditory his beliof that
the idea of a Customs Union ameng the
whole groop of Austradian colonies is
now beset with greater difliculties than
ever. We, who know that New South
Wales has, from beginning to end,
been the chisf and really only 1w
portant objector to a Customs Union,
must  eertaioly  regard Mr Josepm's
view of the «¢ase with  some
Lesitation, aud #re woere Inclined
to aceept his fuller statement, made
g little later on in the address
with which we are dealing, as to the
real motives of the Sydney Chamber
of Commerce for refusing to send re-
presentatives to the Conference on
Intercolonial Free Trade. The Cham-
ber of Commerce, said Mr JosErH,

“ Felt that the cobjects of the conference
were nbsolutely inconsi=tent with the free
trade policy which this colony declured nt
the last pemeral election, swl which, ne
believed, iz the policy that can alone be
permanently ennducive to eor sational proa-
perity.  Wiat the conference really desired
to do under the name of * inkerenloninl free
trade’ was to obtain in New Sonth Wales,
fir the producers and manofactorers of
Victoria the same midvantages over the
mantfacturera aod prodocers of all other
parta of the Fmpire and the world sa they
have within their own coleny unler s =ys-
tem of protactive dutiva. What waa, there-
fore, termed ' reciprocity’ and * intercolonial
free trade’ was, in reality, the worst form of
protective, and for this teanon that chamber
refused to take part in its proceedings.”
We should be sorry to misinterpret
the chairman of the Sydoey Chamber
of Commerce, but we cannot avoid the
impression that, while he talks very
fluently about Intercoloniul Free Trade
be really means a complex system
of differential duties, a sort of family
Customs treaty between these colonies,
instead of an absolutely unrestricted
interchange of producta and comwodi-
tiea. When Mr JosgrE speaks of a
Castoms Union he appears to mean an
area t under which the products
of each colony will be appraized upon &
nicely regulated sliding scale, intended,
for example, to bandicap the manufac-
taring strength of Victoria in favor of
such of her sister colonies as have
hitherto made less industrial pro-
gress. It herdly needs pointing out,
that this is mot at all the sort of
want, no matter whether they hail from
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want, no matter whether they hail from
[aemania, Queenslind, or South Aus
iralis. And we may add that it is an ob-
ject which, while being quite as difficult
f attainment as ab®olute intercolonial
free trade, would at the same time
smit all the practical benefits which
must accrue from an Auvstralian Zoll-
verein. The president of the Sydney
Chamber of Commerce would test any
scheme of Australian commereial fede-
ration by itz promise of immediate
advantage, or the contrary, to the
interests of the pgreat body of
merchants and importers which that
chamber may be taken to represent.
But if we are to wait for & scheome of
commercial  federation until one 14
agreed to which embodies the ideas of
only one particular ciass in one par-
ticular cnlony, the question of an
united Anstralin must be regarded s
being postponed sipe die, Inlercoloninl
free teade, about which politicians of
50 tAnY nmI diverse shades talk so
freely, is the one primary condition to
Australinn union: and all the mischiev.
ous political nostrums about schemes
of reciprocity and differential duties as
hetween the colonies, must be distinetly
abandoned hefore any real progress can
be made towards it.  Even the most
ardent freetraders know that while a
federated  Austealia  may  hereafter
grapple with the whole guestion, for
the present a protective tariff against
mitsiders must accompany the m.hr‘:ﬁitinn
of Hscal barriers betwern colony and
colony. So far as this peint is con-
cerned the various eolonies ave already
falling into line and New South Wales
shows signs that she will, Leforelong,
joun the lumjnnt:, In such o case, and
indeed in any ecaze, the question
of an external tariff need offer but few
difficulties. The real difficalty arises
out of petty and sordid jealousy, lest,
in man  Australinn  fiscal union, one
colony or auother mwight have, tempo
rarily, a litthe the Lest of the hargain,

Tne Earopean war scare samns to have
died out for the season. The ealile
still brings us contradictory and some-
what incolierent intelligence of n pro-
posed compulsory disarmament in one
direetion and of gigantic additionnl
levies of soldiers 1o umtlwr Bt the
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levies of soddiers in another.  Bat the
pubilic mind 1 Australia regards such
adviee with cmul_l:l,r'rﬂ.i\'t‘! indiference.
Tle position appears to be that there
i no likelihood of an ootbrenk of
linstilities for at least another two
or three months, by which time natural
conditions  will Ineve impoged  their
annunl and inexoralde veio ppon the
proseention of a great wars  And, nat
for the fact that all Europe is regarded
ws a slumbering military voleano, and
that the most effusive expressions of
mternations] amity are srecelved with
well merited distrost, the indications
point to a better mutual understanding
Letween  the preater TPowers, which
might be hopefully accepted as the
precursor of a not distant disarma-
went, and auother prolonged interval
of peace and progress.  Of these
pacific portents the forrgathering
of the Emperors of Russia and
Germany  is the most noteworthy.
There is every reason to suppose that
this friendly conference of Europe's
wightiost rulers will do sowething, it
iy be much, towards preventing a
hasty declaration of war, and if, as we
are told, a friendly confidence can he
established  between the eabinets of
Berlin and Petershurg without giving
umbirage at Vienna and Howe, then
there is dawning upon Europe the in-
Huence of an allimenee in the interests of
peace, luto future complicationswe need
not at present seek to pey. Whether
Russia will consent to abundan, or at
least indefinitely postpons, her tradic
|jl:lllill pr}!il,-}' ﬁf :’-utf‘-illlhlf :iggressinn 1
the direction of the Black Sea and
Turkey, or is merely masking that
policy for strategical purposes, eannot
b cortainly known, In Fum[‘mnn
politics the possible developments and
surprises of six months are simply
cuormous. 1t owill Le wmuoeh if we
cari he assured that the war eloud
will mot  hurst during  this  year,
France, ton, i3 riving evidenen of
her preferenee for peace and order, oren
mines sarprising tsan that furnished
by Russia and Germany. The repeated
and decisive political defeats of General
Bovraxctnr are all the more siznificant
in that they have been suffi-red at the
hands of those who were supposed to
he  his  unguestioning  supporters.
Clearly, Boulangism is already effete
in France, and the fact hay muoch sige.
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in France, and tle fact has moch sig.
nificance as tending to the preservation
of European peace. The war scare is
aver, but it were well that we should
not too soon forget its lesson, Wlhen
the cables were parted a few weeksagn,
we learnt with anxiety, if not with
surprise, that we were far from lieing
in n position to make a hurried, yet
effectual defence of our chief eity. Tt
is only during war scarcs that the
pubilic evinges any serious desire to
know ligw our defences stand, Tt is
in  times of quiet that prodent
zovernors and cxperienced commanders
find their opportunity of securing their
country against a hostile surprise,

The ceremony of unveiling the statuary
purchased from the bequest mude to the citi-
zena by the late Mr J. Hussell Thomaon will
be pecformed to-day st the gardens by Lhe
Premier of the null:nj. Mr (Fillies—who wes
a peraunal friend of the decewsed gentleman,
an that it is peculiarly fitting that he should
unveil Lthe statoary—will arrive by the 11,30
amm train, and will &t once progeed to the
purdens, At 12 noon the executarsof Mr
Thomsen's: will—Messrs J, Noble Wilson
and H. A, Nevett—will formally hand nver
the masble figures to the Mayor of the City,
the Hun, W, % Smith, M.L.A., who will, on
behall of the citizens, secept the gift,  After
i few pemarks from the mayor, Mr Gillies
will unveil the statoary and deliver an ad-
dreas to thosa present. Considering the grest
value of the beguest, and the great ornament
it will prove t ke gasdess, it is & matter
for wonder that po official programme for
the ocecasion hiaa been drawn up, bul so far
as wo can learn the above ia the order of
procedure that will most poobably be
adopted. The absence of arrangements by
the City Council would seem to indicste that
no interest is taken by the public in an avent
of snch importance. We are certain, how-
ever, that thia m'wm-.gaumtnt I:r_-lr I EEADD
repressula the viewsof the citizens concern-
ing the late Mr Thomson's mooifesst be-
quest. Had proper notice been given,
doubtless there would have bean a large and
infucutinl gathering of citizens ak the cers-
mony, and ik is o be hoped thak even now
ratepayers will, as far an posaible, show
their appreciation of Mr Thomason's love for
the eity. After the unveiling the Premier
will be entertained at Juncheon by the mayor
at Craig's hotel,

The petition to be pressnsed to the City
Couneil to-morrow l’;qnu'lin',thl-
to re-slect the or the enmui
12 wmonths 'n'l.Pl“.“I e s evening m
round the city for sigoature. The canvess
for tares was oot commenced nntil
about balf-past 4, bat & vumber of influagtinl
vitizens ‘appuaded their uames to the peti-
tion. i

We undorstand that the Adelnide Cathe-
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We undorstand that the Adelnide Cathe-

dral choir, who are ab pr in M
have been induced bo give & concert in Bal-
Inrat st the Meohanics' HaM on Tharsday

pext, and will also atéend at Chiist Charch
Pro Cathedral on Priday afternoon, the 10th
inst, when & specinl servien will be held with
full ehorsl mosic. A charge will be made
at the concert to defrny the expenses of the
wisit, '

Messrs T. Walker and E, Murphy both
gave their opening addresses tn the ratepay-
ers of Ballarat Enst laet evening, when votea
of confidence in each were passed. Heports
of the addresses of Loth candidates will be
found in another colgmn,

Inspector Parkinson mentioncd ot the
Town Police Conrt yesterday that e wonld
in futore press for the cancellation of the
licenses of all poblicana wiho committed thies
transgressions of the provisious of the Tdcen
sing ek, The remark was drawn forih
during the hearing of a case in which s pub- |
fian wus charged with & breach of the Act.
It was mestioned that the defendant had
offemded for the foorth time, bt the teath
of this all-gution ja denied by Mre Guegan
who was the defendant,

At the Town Police Court yestenday,

| before Mesara Thomson, .M., Phillipa ani

Gule, J'o. ., Jogeph Brenmen was Gued s,
with 23 G costs, in default two :13.}'3' i
prisoningnt, for neglecting to sewd ks ehill
to school the requirad  nomber of diys.
Hevernl amall debt cases wers alwo lealt
with, awd the court pluged,

A charge of Suwilay trading was brought
aginst Julhn Gargan, the licensee of the
treevhoond botel, Maio road, at the Town
Pulice Court yesterday.  Defondant  ad-
mitted having sold some gin oo that day.
Mr  Iospector  Parkinson dil oot press
the c!lrl.t‘ge, rwirie to defendant ]La.'-'iu;'.; a:d-
mitted his guilt, and the bench anly e
posad & fine of £4, with T3 0l costs; in de:
fanlt, 14 dayn in paol,

Begarding the Jate Constabla Magnire,
relative of My Jobn Muazuire, of Scarsdule,
Mre G W Hall, M P, bas received the fol-
lowing letter with reference to the deceasel,
whe Joal hia life through over exertion ata
fre near Viclet Town some months sinee—
“(Chief Sceretary's Office, Melbourne, Ihth
July, 1888 —Sir,—With farther refercpe
to the letter of the 18th April 1ast from the
silre accretary of lenalla, which was for
warded by yon, recnmmending for favorable
copsiderntion the easa of the Inte Coostable
Mogaite, T wm dirested to inform you that
the Governor-in-Council has greanted a pen-
aioa (£ 125 1) to the widow, aodar thie

povisiens of seetion 26 of the Police Regu-
atinn Statnte, —I have, &e, T. H. Wi
Aon."

At the Columbin skating rink last evening
the second beat of two milea for the e lisap
race was run, amil resulted wa follows: —
Weight, 1; . Little 2; Stovens, 3. The
final hent in connection with this race will
take place on Friday evenimg next, To-night
a very interesting polo match will be playedl

betwern the Geelong wml Columbin riaks,
Ao hath feame ores eerw ebonno s aroibing
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betwien the Geelong aml Columbin rinks,
Aq both teams are very stroig ao exciting
pume i expected,

At the Bmythesdale Police Court on Thes-
day last, before Messrs H, K. M'Vitty and
J, Lyweh, jun., J%P., there ware thren
pazes of trespaesa, two of which were scbtlod
ik of courk, wed i the other, the suwmmeans
not having bheen gerved, the case was wl-
Journesd unei] next Tuesday,

A shoowing e season for game, & party of
thres spottsmen (weites & eoreespoilent)
wenb out shonting oo Wednesday, ami suu
ceeded an bagring ten Drisee af teal, four
Lraee nf snipe, six hares, and six rablits

A Syduey telegram savs: —" A man damed
John M Laughlin has committeid suiiiie by
jumping from tes cliffs at Bondi e thie sea,
1Me was seen by o waonan shartly hefore the
act, wnd whom he hiad nsked to mind hia
enat, na he wan off to heaven, He then
wilked in the dircetion of the cliffa, from
whenes he was aeen by a young inan to Leap
into the sew.  The police sabeequently saw
the bady liabing o the water; bot Before
tiey couldl reach it it sank, awd Bus oot yut
been recovered, '

A ecarpenter pamed Joelm Williams was
standing oo Tossday lnak oa the seaffold of a
new howse ab Mooroopos, where he wis e
ployel, when his fost alipped and he £ to
tire groupd,  The seaffold was ouly sbout 5
feet high, hut the nnfortunate nan fell on
hig hewl and his peck was broken,  Death
wad fnstantaneous,

The offive of the Bemidieoed Deaprted has
heprr Durot ddown, and the coutents have
been tatally destroved, The dumage {says
an Arges lelepram]  is estioated at over
£ 10, and the property was insored,

A Swisa pamed PFrederick Dresher his
been foumid  desd in the Elmore Park by
gomie hoya with a veln in lis arm ovat.  He
Il apparently perpetrated thu deed with
razar, which was founid besile him.

A ouse of allegad ehild mucder has oeeurred
at Black Rangs Creek, near Wangarabte, A
Foung wanan mamed Catherine Weight has
been arreated.  The aeoused had been iy
service. Information was pgiven to the
peilice, and, om being interviewwod, she eou
fesserl to having given bivth to a child on the
20th ult., and bavieg bucied it Beluod w Jog
elose by, The body was examined, and it
wied Townd [seyas the Aeyare correspainden)
that the ehilid had beeo Does alive, aul bl
dimil From Frasture of the skuoll,

A few days since Bombardier Goaling. of
the Permanent Artillery {says tne Geclong
Adrertiver) was arrestad in the barieks sl
Gueenscliff by Constable Nolan, of SHir-
rento, on a chorge of liaving stolen s witch
and chain, the property of a eomrade in
arms,  The wlleged theft was commitesd at
the mititary defence works at Point Nepean,
The prizsover was bronght before the Sor-
vento Police Coort lsat Monday, aod eom-
mitteil fur trinl at the criminal sessions e e
held in Melbogrne.

A Brishame telegram pablislisd in the
Argtee says:—" There s no change in the
position of affsirs in conncection with the

hrinllaviors! otrilio avoesnk that anather am.
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position of affsirs in connection with the
bricklayers' strike, exeept that another em.
ployer has apreed to pay the 1249 day
demandal by the men.—An  aborigiosl
namerd Uieorge has been found goiity of a
criminal assault and seatenced toodeath.—
News from Roms states that VW, W, Willis,
w teller of the Qoesnsland National Bank at
Mackay, has been arreated for mnhr.'z.z.lillg
the funds of the bank. The defaleutions are
saupposed to amount to £200,  The prisvuer
wos married o few dayva ago.”
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