By IAN HABERFIELD

Ballarat Mayor
James Coghlan yes-
terday activated the
Claxton Monument
Fountain and
launched a computer-
ised labelling system
of trees and plants at
Ballarat Botanical
Gardens.

An important part of
Ballarat’s historic
statuary, the Claxton
Monument was built in
1890 to honour the work
of former City of Balla-
rat Mayor, Frederick
Moses Claxton.

Cr Coghlan said the
fountain had undergone
extensive and painstak-
ing restoration by a
specialised team of
sculptors and stone car-
vers.

He said the original
fountain was fed by a
reticulated mains which
drained to Lake Wen-
douree.

A pump and float
valve and a time switch
have now been installed
as part of the resto-
ration program to en-
sure the fountain runs
during daylight hours
without the need for
manual filling or
switching.

Cr Coghlan also pre-
sided over the engraving
of the first tree label
under a new and ef-
ficient plant labelling
system introduced in
the Gardens.

He said the task of
engraving new labels
and replacing degraded
or vandalised labels had
grown beyond council
staff resources which
prompted the Friends of
the Botanical Gardens
to contribute $10,000 to-
wards the purchase of a
computerised engraving
system.

The system allows lab-
els to be designed on a
notepad computer and
engraved by a desktop
engraver in just a few
minutes.

Cr Coghlan said both
projects would further
enhance Ballarat Botan-
ical Gardens and help
preserve part of the
city’s history for future
generations to enjoy.

Trees will be progress-
ively labelled through-
out the gardens with
plaques displaying de-
tails of Botanical
names, family names,
common names, country
of origin, accession
numbers and ultimate
size,

Volunteers of the
Friends of Students of
SMB Horticulture will
have the task of making,
installing and monitor-
ing condition of plant
labels.

The new labelling sys-
tem will be used on trees
in the Ballarat and Bun-
inyong Botanical Gar-
dens, for shrub collec-
tions, the sensory gar-
den and rockery plants.
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* Have you an accepted WorkCover claim?
* Have you been out of regular employment for 18 months or more?
* Are you looking to return to the workforce?

BRACE may be able to assist you!

This service is designed to offer one to one job search assistance,
skills analysis and general support to injured workers.
The aim of the program is to focus on effective strategies
to identify employment options and gain employment.

Return to Work Services are funded by the
Victorian WorkCover Authority (VWA).

For further information contact Mark Williams at
BRACE on (03) 5333 3700.
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Runner Garry Burke passes the Claxton Monument and Fountain which was
recommissioned yesterday at Ballarat Botanical Gardens.



