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DEATH OF (R. CLAXTOYN, J.P.

Seldnm indeed does the Jdeath of s poblic
yaan i oany lecality eawse sach w widespread
feeling of regret thronghout the communily
ag was falt yestenbiy when it became known
that Cv F. 3. Claxton, J. P, had coased o
breathe, The nuws wasso unexpecteld, aven
to his fricnds, that ik came wilh greater
shoek,  During  laat  week  the decensed
pentisman was safforing from diarchos, ik
i serions reaglts were fewred, amdl the
thowght that it wonhd el ta his decease
wis furthest from the minds of those whi
fnew him.  His eheery nod hearty moaer
were never sigre apparent, e wae preseut
duving the greater part of each sitting of

the Clareh  of I':I]gld_ijl] _{aﬂemhl}r last
wesk, wmwl Jeined o the  debates oo
Friday nixht, after which he tik tea

with Arehdbrarsa Julivs st the viceragze,
Hie waz then saffering, btk weot tosach wi
axtont ad o calise iAsiess in bz own
peviind o thie minda of his fuemls,  Che Satir-
Jday mornine he was down the city atbemd-
1:1:__1; to hiv busiuess as usaad, bot that whter-
poon he wues eompelivd to take to Lis
bedd,  Dr Whiteombe wis sunimpned, anid
progounced the complaine from which Mr
Ulaston was zullering to be Eoglish cholera.
tn  Sundsy  the sympions becams meors
alarming, and the services of D Bradford
wore callel fnte reguisition. [t was =oon
apparcat, lowever, that the disease had ol
tatiedd B0 Hrmoa holid, and  that  oman
atl wog vain, At 2 o'vlock yesterday muorn-
e intlammation set in, and st half-pasc
1 wioleck in the afterncou Mr Clagton
peacefully breathed hia last. All his Famiily,
with the exception of Mr Fo W, Claxtou
why arrived by the afternoon train from
Welhnurne, basdog Dbevn: smmmoomed Dy tele-
aram) were present at the monrnful event,
Ul ddeorase], ab the last, placed his arm
arannd his aged mother's neck, waid died 10
that position.  Seeing that Mr Claxton oo
gl w0 th a proiminent _[Jf-s1tiu:|. i muhe:
il ol other Pl attaive, an nr.t!mu_-q
s Bife will, we are sore, ba pead with -
terest,

Frederick Mosez Claxton was born at
Norwich, Connty  Norfolk,  Esgland, in
september, 1532, s that  he  was, at
the thme of his death, in bis S6th year.

After pooeiving o lheral  educition st oa
public zchonl, he nnderwent s tharongh
[ e T o o tr}l.il'l.'il'lg in Auawsehester., In the

latter cod of the year 1552 he setsail for
Aratralin, where be urrived in the early parct
iof the saeveedive year.  He fiest settlad i
l}n.--|=|-|r:.|'|!;r1 where he was for a time elizef ¢lerk
to Mre Freid, Bigwood, an anctionesy aimd
estate agent, In the yvear [354, he being
then 32 weara ef age, Mr Claxton niarcied
Miss CAlton, siater of o Ei||].h1‘-'1|1i1.‘llt- linsiness
purtner.  The marringe was solemnised in
{hrist Chreah, HEl']nI!g. Twn Fuars ﬂ_|||!'1..'-.
.Iu.g:;;[_-,,- M Claxton removed to Lioton, dl
then o Hualiscat, where e las restiled  cnn
tinneusly cver sinze,  In this eity he was

hool kesper  to the firm of A'Naught
and  Hovid, wh desale  storekeepers  weld
wine anl spirit wetchante,  Gaining the

vonfidegioe of his emplovers, wnil evineing
. - (] L | eSS 1

&

National Library of Australia

Ballarat Star (Vic. : 1865 - 1924), Wednesday 14 March 1888, page 2

ponfidenoe r.-f! lis emplovers, amil ev.L.n-_'in,_g
plmirable capacity for lusdaess, he was soon
engagad ma a traveller wwl oltienately as
manager for the Brm.  He wnd his brother
in-law (Mr D' Alwon), with anather partnoer,
then purebnsed  thie Dusioess, which they
warrted o for some bime,  Io 15382 Me U lux-
ton was, in partnceship with M XA,
in hinginess ns wine wod spivit mecchants i
the premises in Armstrong stroet, now oeen

Pl hf Mr Beomleyv.  He oltimaerely oo

pseneml Liasiie=a on his own o aoeount e an
awctinnecr, which he vontivu=d up to his
death, binving establisfied an extensdive o
nection,  To FSAF be was returoed as a
memnber  of  the  then  Horough  (uow
Citgy Connedl,  which  seatl be 4-1,-.-:up:i=~|1
vutsl 1563, when he volonturiiy retived,  In
Angist, 1870, ha was wpnin elected £ the
Couneil, is which he has since sat contine-
esly, In the moavicipal year 15723 he
acted me mayor, which positions healse weeu-
pied in the vewrs TSTH 7w 195230 Lo 1879
e waz oppescd for, we wnderstad, the ooly
time,  Mroinow Cr} O G mhoppes ol M)
Giraber were s oppenents, buat Mr Clegkon
gained the seat by oo wadority of T oveles
over Mre Shoppes,  In 1564 the two Hallarat
Uraneils formed a0 Water Rupply Uhine
wittes.  UF this body Me Claxton  was
a member, until its ineorporation, in [872, as
“The Ballurat wmwl Ballirat East AWater
Commissioners.”  In the latter body My |
Claxton wons &8 member uuutlll.u-'-u.-\lli_.' wetil |
(in 1850 it vitinately was constitated] as it |
uow  izi—="*"The Ballavab Witer Comania

sioners.”  In this corporation he  repre.

sented the Uity Conneil witll  Septenber,

1854, when he was appointed one the gn

vernment representiatives, eire Mr . Lewis,

ilecense], He was & prominent. memnber of
tha Hoaspital Committes, aml also at various
times took an active part on the committes
of the Benevolent and Orphan Asylums,

Mr Claxton was alén a past  mastor  of

the Yarrowes [ﬁu.iga. wond a past oth-
cer of the Royal Arch  Chapter.  He
was likewise one of the frusteea of

Christ Church, s memher of the Anglican
Cathedral Boand, and generally w leading
spirit among the laymen of the charel. In
fact, it was owing t the foree of his arguo
ments that the Cathedral Board decided to
paze the present vicatage and boild a new one,
His wnice was always listensd to with atten-
tion und respect in all disenssioos cunenrning
church matters.  For 20 years Mr Claxton
wae chairman of the baard of divectors of the
Maglalu mine, at Stawell, in which venturs
he sank thomsamds of pounds. He wan alsa |
identified with = number of the Teading
mines in the districs, snd was legmnl mana.
ger of the Hephurn Estats, in which he was

a large sbarcholder, He was  essen- |
tisly an  fovestor, amd cunsistestly
paid calls wmler the mest Dntewand
circomatances, belleving that this wan

the only way of daveluping the resouress |

of gallfields. He was one of the founda.
tion members mnd the second secretary of
the City Fire Brigade, and was an honurary
member st the time of his death, For some
yeara he and Mr Hen ry Joscpha managed the
Alfred Hall on behalf of the two councils.
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y!m s WO Jar na“rr Ji"ﬂ'rlhl Iﬂ..lllgl‘ll the
Alfred Hall en behalf of the two couneils.
In the face of t difficulties they hare
mianaged the ball bo the gront advantags of
the publie. Mr Claxton was one of the most
asaidnnas workera in stockiog the lake with
fish and in beantifying the gardeus and the
Iske. His object always was to sn improve
these featurres of the loeality as to atrract
visitors o Ballarat from all parts of the
colony, and thus benefs the city, To
this end he conddered that no noneys
that conld reasonably be spared for such s
purpose would be thremn away, amd eer-
tainly aventa have justidied the views he held
and the action he took. The same idess

erned him in his bosiness relations with
the Water Commissioners. Anything that
woild improve the yserves 3o as to attract
wimiton was certain of Mr Claxton’s suppoct,
provided the momey was fortheowing. He
was n staunch sapporter of the project for
sapplying the \:H.Irlﬂ'r a complete aystem
of tiamways, snd, when the dispuie arose
with the contragtors, always spoke in faver
of settling #he poiats at isspe in a friendly
manner. Had he been present st the coun-
eil m on Mondsay last, no one wonld
have boan better pleased st the termination
of the affasir. It smvors of the irony uf fate
that Mr Claxton, whoe had taken spch an

interest in the beantification of the gardeng,
additton

' ahould have died befors the latest

% statnary bad been anveiled, and before
:::I:':l other contemplated improvements
on which be had »cf his mind had been
made. Ik is certain, however, that he wonld
have been always planning for farther alorn.
ments, In short, Mr Claxton was connected
with almost every public movement that had
for its object the advancement of B‘?ll‘f“-
Homest and straight forward in all his deal-
inge: outspoken on all occeasions, he yet
tampered his remarks o such & way as
to give the [east offence to opponents;
thoroughly versed in all matterspertamiog to
local govermment, e wag one -!E th:_- |M,_L
representatives ever sat at the City Council
tubile. He was freqaently asked to contest
Ballarat West for a seat in the Lerialutive
Aszsenhly, but he feared that 1|:al ontspodien
manner of expressing his cpinions migt
give offence, and declived to etand.  Asa
private citizen and friend le was stannch
and true, and his cheery voics and heirty
manner will be sorely missed by bis nume-
rous friends, He leaves a wislow, whe s in
u very delicate state of health, and & griwn-
np family of tives suna al three danghtecs,
(b several ocoasons he segoired a com
petency, bt  his minilzgl in'-'_ﬂatlml-!ata
prevented him feom retaining it Tie
flaza  at the City Hall, aod wr o
pumber of pablic mnil pri'l.".-l.h.' Buildings wers
fAying nt hulf-mact yesterday wfrernan i
token of respect. MrJ. Noble Wilson g,
on behalf of the family, supsrintending tie
funersl arrangements, Wh!th IJllf'H b
placed in the hamilz of AMr C. Morris. At |
o o Tharedy the fumeral procusaion w il
faave the deceased gentleoman’s late resbionoy
anil pru{_pﬁ] tn Ulirtat Church, where o
special service will be heid. F:‘irm Ehene
the eortége will on t-n:I the Frecimasons
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BpELARE StE E e e e = o . :
the cortége will go to the Fresnasoe
Hull in Camp streer, where an ehiergeney
meeting  will be held at 230 pon., wl
thie aepvice for the dewd will be dsold ar 3
wiloek,  Members of the City oamd own
Couneils, of the Water Uomnnaaion, of the
City Fire Brigade, the committess of the
Huospital, amd  Benevolent  wnl  Urplian
Asyloms, will alan follaw the reomisins. The
funerwl, thevefore, will betssentialiy a pulitic
one, as n Atting mark of trilote tooue of the
best of Ballarats public men,
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