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Ballarat is blooming
— a picture of Au-
tumn splendour as
the city welcomes
more than 100,000 visi-
tors for the annual
Begonia Festival.
The focal point of the
Festival — the world
renowned tuberous
begonias (183 named
varieties) are in full
bloom and have taken
pride of place in the
spectacular Robert
Clark Conservatory
where they remain for
the duration of the
Festival.

The 10-day Festival
offers more than its
name suggests with a
new and revitalised
program offering va-
lue for money and a
captivating array of
entertainment.

The amazing Floral
Carpet, roving musi-
cians, the theatre
production Barnum, a
series of open gar-
dens, photographic
exhibitions, antique
and garden fairs and a,
fun run/jog/walk/ride
around Lake Wendou-
ree with Olympic
marathon runner,
Steve Moneghetti are
among this year’s
highlights.

The Begonia Festival story so f

The seeds of the
Ballarat Begonia Fes-
tival were sown 46
years ago when a
group of community
minded residents de-
vised a program of
events, drawing on
the region’s floral, ar-

The Food Fair prom-
ises to be a feast for
the senses with more
than 20 sites offering
a mouth-watering ar-
ray of fabulous foods.
Flavours, aromas and
styles from around
the world will tempt
and tantalise. From
the exotic to the more
traditional there will
be something for
everyone to enjoy.

And for those who
can’t get through the
day without a cup of
coffee, mobile cap-

tistic and historical
strengths.

In 1998 the program
has grown substan-
tially but organisers
have never lost sight
of its aims — to pro-
vide a community
celebration which

buccino carts will
provide a satisfying
brew at various loca-
tions through the gar-
dens. And of course
the Festival would
not be complete with-
out the wonderful
Devonshire teas run
by the marvellous
Festival Volunteers.
Come and stay a while
and chat to the volun-
teers over a delec-
table scone at the
Garden Fair and The
Robert Clark Centre.
This year the Food

showcases all Balla-
rat has to offer from
the arts and antiques
to entertainment, ex-
hibitions Begonias
and Barnum (this
year’s theatre pro-
duction).

The City’s premier

Colour and fun for all ages are key elements of the Begonia Festival.

Fair, along with the
Garden attractions,
will be open until twi-
light on both Friday 6
and Saturday 7 March
as well as normal
opening hours from 10
-6 on the other days of
the Festival.

For many the 1998 Be-
gonia Festival will be
a new experience and
for others a journey of
rediscovery as all are
invited to ‘“Come
Back to Ballarat”,
the birthplace of the
Australian Spirit.

ar.

event has undergone
many organisational
changes through the
years but the Festival
still belongs to the
community which
continues to provide
enormous support to
make it a success.

Festival
tradition
endures

After 46 years the
Ballarat Begonia
Festival is re-
introducing some of
its early traditions
which have helped
make it one of the
longest running and
most popular festi-
vals in Australian
history.

In 1998 visitors
who have encoun-
tered the fun of the
festival are being in-
vited to Come Back
to Ballarat and ex-
perience the birth-
place of the Austra-
lian Spirit.

The city’s new Eu-
reka Stockade centre
stands as a perma-
nent reminder of
Ballarat’s place in
history and will be
opened to the public
in conjunction with
the Festival, on Fri-
day, March 6.

Once again fresh
flowers will adorn
the city’s magnifi-
cent Floral Carpet
along with more than
50,000 dried flowers.

Ballarat’s magnifi-
cent collection of Tu-
berous Begonias re-
main the centrepiece
of the Festival. This
year the Begonia dis-
play has returned to
a traditional layout.
The collection looks
likely to be expanded
with plans for a new
Begonia in honour of
the late Diana, Prin-
cess of Wales
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(opposite the Old Gaol)

Lydiard Street South, Ballarat. 10.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m.

Adults $3
Children $1
Family $8

5470 5709
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A Gold Pass means
even better value

There’s never been a more
affordable time to visit Bal-
larat than during the 1998
Begonia Festival when a
new ticketing initiative
will ensure an inexpensive
outing for both families and
individuals.

After the successful trial
of a new ticketing system in
1997, the Ballarat Begonia
Festival will again offer
adult, concession and fam-
ily tickets that are afford-
able for everyone in 1998.

Each of the tickets in-
clude entry to:
® Eureka Stockade centre
® The Conservatory — Be-
gonia Display
@ Festival Garden Fair in-
cluding Floral Carpet
® Fine Art of Craft Exhibi-
tion

Begonias: centreplece of the Festlval

Ballarat’s world famous
collection of Tuberous
Begonias with their vibrant
colours and magnificent
blooms have returned to
The Robert Clark
Conservatory heralding the
countdown to the 1998
Ballarat Begonia Festival.

More than 80,000 bedding
plants will be flowering in
Ballarat’s boulevards and
Botanical Gardens to
coincide with the Festival.
A major feature of the
displays will be the use of
non-stop begonias, which
flower continuously from
February to April.

The traditional collection
of Tuberous Begonias (183
varieties) forms the
centrepiece of the annual
community Festival.

The Begonias are being
showcased this yearina
large central tiered display
in the middle of The
Conservatory. In line with
the Festival’s theme ‘‘Come
back to Ballarat — the
birthplace of the Australian

® Apex Art Show

@ Ballarat Fine Art Gallery
® The Gold Museum

® Theatre Concession

® Souvenir Program

A Festival Adult Ticket will
cost $12.00 (value $36); Festi-
val Family Ticket $25.00 (va-
lue $90); Festival Concession
Ticket $10.00, and Festival
Child’s Ticket (5 -16 years)
$4.00. Children under five are
free.

As in previous years, Fes-
tival visitors will still be
able to buy tickets for sin-
gle attractions and can
choose to visit the various
displays over a number of
days.

With so many wonderful
attractions located
throughout Ballarat the
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Myer bus will again trans-
port visitors free of charge
to all Festival events. On
the hour, from 10 am - 4 pm
the bus will leave the Rail-
way Station, travel along
Lydiard Street to the Art
Gallery, then onto the new
Eureka Stockade Centre
followed by the Gold Mu-
seum and then stop right in
the centre of Ballarat at,
where else, Myer! The final
stop is in Gillies Street,
right behind The Robert
Clark Centre for the Botan-
ical Gardens.

Ballarat’s world faous collecton o Tuberous Begonias wil
again draw thousands to the Robert Clark Conservatory.

Spirit”’, the display will
return to a traditional
layout similar to that used
in early displays prior to
The Robert Clark
Conservatory (1995).

The 1998 display will be
complemented by
surrounding groups of non-
tuberous begonias, allowing
visitors to compare the
modern collection of hybrid

begonias with many of the
parent species displayed
around the edging.

The Begonia Display (one of
six displays held each year)
opened on February 14 and
willremain at The
Conservatory until April 26.

It will be open every day of
the Begonia Festival from
10.00am to 6.00pm.

FToraI carpet
is a Festival
favourite

One of the early tra-
ditions of the first Ballarat
Begonia Festival will be re-
introduced this year when
fresh flowers will be used
along with 50,000 dried Heli-
chrysum flowers and 800
bunches of statice to form
the Floral Carpet.

Early Floral Carpets were
made from fresh flowers and
were designed to closely re-
semble actual carpets.

The 1998 Floral Carpet de-
signer, Ross Adams, says in
recent years fresh ferns and
plants have been used to
frame the carpet, but this
year fresh flowers will be
incorporated, allowing a
much larger picture..

This year’s floral carpet
measures 14.6 metres across
and 11 metres down and is
elevated to highlight the
design which Ross describes
as an Australian adaptation
of European tapestry.

The essence of Ballarat is
captured in the carpet cre-
ating a scene from the Eu-
reka incident which uses a
Eureka sail emulating Bal-
larat’s new Eureka Stock-
ade centre and combining
the stars of Eureka and
flower motifs to create a
‘“‘handcrafted’ border”.

The inaugural Ballarat
Begonia Festival in 1953 pro-
vided the catalyst for what
has become a labour of love,
involving thousands of
hours of volunteer work.

The most labour intensive
part of the project begins in
early February when volun-
teers spend an estimated
two thousand hours filling
the endless frames which
make up the overall picture.

Tens of thousands of flow-
ers are especially grown,
hand picked and painstak-
ingly wired to form a new
design each year — a con-
cept which has become an
integral part of the Begonia
Festival and continues to be
a major visitor drawcard.

The 1998 Floral Carpet,
supported by Prime Tele-
vision and Ballarat’s Re-
gent Multiplex, will form
the centrepiece of the Be-
gonia Festival’s Garden
Fair on the shores of Lake
Wendouree.
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This spectacular glass
structure which stands
13 metres at its highest
point has become a land-
mark of the Ballarat
Botanical Gardens and
allows visitors to walk
amongst breathtaking
floral displays including
the City’s world famous
Begonias.

The Robert Clark Con-
servatory, purpose built for
seasonal floral displays has
taken the lead in Conserva-
tory design in Australia.

Its features include a
unique glazing system, re-
tractable shading screens
and computer monitored
temperature and humidity
controls which enable the
environment to be manipu-
lated through a full range of
climatic extremes from the
tropics to deserts.

A visit to The Conserva-
tory is always a colourful
and inviting experience no
matter what season. The
interior requires new

Ballarat’s

Located opposite pictur-
esque Lake Wendouree, the
Ballarat Botanical Gardens
are characterised by their
bountiful bedding displays,
statuary collections, av-
enue plantings and land-
mark heritage and contem-
porary architecture.

More than 80,000 seedlings
are planted each year to
create two major floral bed-
ding displays timed to be at
their peak in March and
October.

Transformation of the
former Ballarat police horse
paddock into a botanical
garden began in 1858, two
years after the municipal-
ity was formed.

A competition for the gar-
den design was launched and
plans were made to con-
struct a road on the west
side of Yuille’s Swamp
(Lake Wendouree) to be
known as Wendouree Par-
ade.
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ert Clark Conservatory

The Robert Clark Conseato
features provide ideal conditions for the

landscaping every eight to
12 weeks to co-incide with
the six unique seasonal dis-
plays.

The Conservatory, the
third glasshouse to be built
on the site since the Balla-
rat Botanical Gardens were
established in 1867 was de-
signed by project architect,
Peter Elliott and has been

(E A
ry’s uni

que desin and
Begonia Display.

recognised by the Royal
Australian Institute of Ar-
chitects for its architec-
tural excellence.

The adjoining Robert
Clark Centre is the adminis-
trative headquarters of the
Ballarat Begonia Festival
and provides meeting rooms
and exhibition space for lo-
cal horticultural groups and

Focal point of
the Ballarat
Botanical
Gardens

the Friends of the Botanical
Gardens.

A retail Gardens Shop and
Information Service is also
included.

For the people of Ballarat
and the 100,000 visitors who
flock to Ballarat each year
for the Ballarat Begonia
Festival, the Begonia Dis-
play remains in The Con-
servatory until April 26,
opening every day.

One of the most inspiring
aspects of The Conservatory
is the chance to stroll
amongst the flowers, allow-
ing a far more intimate view
of the delicate blooms
which grace this rare at-
traction.

renowned Botanical Gardens
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The 1860s saw the estab-
lishment of the principal
tree plantings which give
the Gardens their distinct
character.

Plants and seeds were re-
ceived from the Melbourne
and Geelong Botanical Gar-
dens and a substantial
propagation program was
under way.

The Ballarat City Council
and the people of Ballarat
have continued to develop
and preserve the Gardens
with the addition of a num-
ber of notable features.

These include The Robert
Clark Centre comprising a
state of the art walk
through floral conserva-

Transformation of
the former Balla-
rat police horse
paddock into a
botanical garden
began in 1858,
two years after
the municipality
was formed.

tory, the Ballarat Tramway
Museum, the Statuary Pav-
ilion (housing Ballarat’s
finest collection of marble
statuary), the Prime Minis-
ters Avenue, the Craft Cot-
tage (formerly Adam Lind-
say Gordon’s abode) and the
Sequoiadendron Avenue —
listed on the National Trust
Significant Trees Register.

In 1994-5 a detailed conser-

vation analysis and master
plan was undertaken to en-
sure the future manage-
ment and development of
the Gardens would be in
accord with the shared ob-
jectives of the community,
the National Trust, Council
and the Historic Buildings
Council.

In the 1990s the Ballarat
Botanical Gardens has re-
tained their sense of beauty
and tranquillity in an open
setting designed for public
enjoyment.

The Gardens are the home
of the annual Ballarat Be-
gonia Festival, play host to
the Arts in the Park Pro-
gram from January to April
and complement six unique-
ly different floral displays
presented in The Conserva-
tory.

Guided Tours are conduc-
ted by the Friends of the
Ballarat Botanical Gardens
on the second Sunday of
each month at 2pm.
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Nightly 8 o’clock

Set in a village atmos-
phere on the shores of
Lake Wendouree op-
posite the award wining
Conservatory and beau-
tiful Botanical Gardens,
the Festival’s Garden
Fair will cater to garden-
ing, leisure and outdoor
enthusiasts over an ex-
citing ten day period
from March 6.

Bigger, brighter and bet-
ter, the Garden Fair has an
expanded program to meet
the needs of all gardeners —
big and small, young and
old,

Garden Fair will provide
visitors with an artistic and
innovative look at garden-
ing. Come and experience
new and different ideas for
your garden, demonstrating
interesting products and de-
sign concepts.

It doesn’t matter if you're
a professional, hobby or
novice gardener — the Gar-
den Fair has something of
interest to everyone with
information, handy hints,
advice and demonstrations
from gardening experts, a
huge range of exhibitors,

Adults $16, Concession $11 Discount for groups of 15 or more

Bookmgs Phone 5333 5442

* Theatre Movement Inc.
27496

FREE Gift to the |
“value of *120°
ge}

34a Doveton Street North

Every time your  on it
order 2 main

courses at The Lak
Pavilion. (that’s amazing!).

Only during The Begonia
Festival with this voucher

Garden Fair has
plenty to offer
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and competitions.

The stunning Floral Car-
pet will form the centre-
piece of the Garden Fair.

In addition, selected pri-
vate gardens will be open to
the public and garden tours
will be offered.

This year the Garden Fair
will again focus on healthy
aspects of gardening and the
great outdoors, encourag-
ing visitors to participate in
demonstrations and activi-
ties and promoting a ‘‘hands
on’’ approach to gardening.

An enhanced range of
products and services will
be available encompassing
such things as garden books
and publications, horticul-
tural education and tours,
outdoor furniture and land-
care.

Sponsored by Prime Tele-
vision, Your Garden and
Central Highlands Water,
the Garden Fair brings to-
gether the skills and exper-
tise of the Ballarat and sur-
rounding communities.

!

| B PAV'L":N | Wendouree Parade
I : Botamc Gardens, A new attraction at the Gold
I Ballarat . Museum is the new twin-
screen video show which tells
Ph: 5334 1811 é the fascin?ting story of gold
l g from ancient times to the

s T 8 present day.

*The free gift entitles you to $120 worth of savings in coupons J Forever Gold looks at the
NN EENE EED EEDY DN SN DS DEEE DN - geology of gold and how man-

Learn more about gold

kind has been pursuing the
precious metal over thousands
of years.

Learn how gold is formed in
nature, how it is used and its
impact on world history.

Then you can see the real
thing on display around you at
the Museum.

® 18 Lifesize Dinosaurs @ Registered Wildlife
® World in Fantasy @ Large Playground

@ Picnic Area (incl. BBQ)
Open 9.30 am to 5 pm every day except Christmas Day

PH: (03) 5345 2676
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MIDLAND HIGHWAY, CRESWICK  offer: Admit one child
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of this ad.
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Eureka Stockade Centre
relates turbulent history

Visitors to the 1998
Ballarat Begonia Festi-
val will be among the
first to experience the
city’s $4 million Eureka
Stockade centre tourist
attraction.

The Festival’s ticketing
initiative allows ticket
holders entry to this mag-
nificent complex, located on
the site of the 1854 Eureka
Rebellion.

The Eureka Stockade
centre, which brings to life
the history of Australia’s
only civil uprising, will be
opened in conjunction with
the Begonia Festival on Fri-
day, March 6, with an offic-
ial opening by Premier Jeff
Kennett scheduled for Fri-
day, March 27.

The building is an archi-
tectural masterpiece with a
soaring mast and immense
Eureka Flag, visible from
all over Ballarat.

Inside the Eureka Stock-
ade centre, visitors will be
enthralled as they move
through a series of galleries
with state of the art multi
media technology bringing

_Jead

Eureka Stockade

BALLARAT

the history of Eureka to
life.

As the story of Eureka
unfolds around them, visi-
tors will feel like they are
actually on Ballarat’s tur-
bulent goldfields of 1854.
The drama continues to
build as they move through
the exhibition space, until
finally they become part of
the confusing and terrifying
battle of Eureka.

In complete contrast to
the drama of the Exhibition
Galleries, the Contem-
plation Space uses the
calming influences of water

and natural lighting to en-
courage visitors to reflect
on the significance of Eu-
reka.

Finally, they may choose
torelax on the terrace of the
coffee shop, looking out
over sweeping lawns and
gardens. Or, they may wish
to take home a memento
from the centre’s elegant
gift shop.

The centre is jointly
funded by the Federal, State
and local governments and
the local community.

The development will pro-
vide the ‘‘third link in Bal-

Festival visitors
among the first
to see Ballarat’s
new attraction

larat’s gold chain” with
Sovereign Hill, the Gold
Museum, and now the Eu-
reka Stockade centre pro-
viding a full and accurate
account of the region’s
goldmining history.

The Eureka Stockade
centre is managed by Sover-
eign Hill under a 21-year
lease from the City of Balla-
rat.

The centre will comple-
ment Sovereign Hill’s own
spectacular interpretation
of the Eureka Rebellion,
Blood on the Southern Cross.

The Eureka Stockade
Centre is in Eureka Street,
Ballarat, and will be open
9am to 5pm daily.

Entry Prices: $6 Adults;
$4.50 Pensioner/concession;
$3.00 Child.

Group and school rates
available on request.

Keen gardeners have an
opportunity to win great
prizes in the Ballarat
Begonia Festival Garden
Competition, sponsored by
The Courier and Central
Highlands Water.

The competition proved
popular when reintroduced
to the Festival last year
after an 11-year lapse.

Gardens entered in the 10
categories will be
inspected during the
Festival by four judges.

These are: Belinda
Henderson-Drife of The
Courier; Ross Holton,
University of Ballarat-
TAFE horticulture;
Shayne Ringin, Central

Big rewards for green thumbs

The Coneiee

Highlands Water; Bernard
Blood, Ballarat Botanical
Gardens.

There are sections for the
best suburban, native,
cottage, produce, newly-
established, commercial/
industrial, civic, rural and
waterwise gardens.

Category winners will
receive $200 worth of
watering equipment or
waterwise plants and a $50
gourmet hamper to be
enjoyed at Kirks

Waterwise Garden,
courtesy of Central
Highlands Water.

Residents of ‘“‘Best Ballarat
streetscape’ will receive
$150 towards a hamper, spit
roast or similar to be
enjoyed as a street party or
at Kirks Waterwise
Garden.

The overall winner will
receive a family ticket
with travel to the
International Flower and
Garden Show, a perpetual
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CENTRAL
HIGHLANDS
WATER

trophy and a framed
certificate.

Judges will be looking for:
® The use of suitable mulch
or compost applied to an
effective depth.

® Landscape design and
construction.

® The selection of plants in
their correct position.

® How effectively the
garden is watered.

® Significant and special
features.
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Proudly sponsored by Mars Confectionery of Australia
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