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Jewish National Library ‘‘Kadimah”
MELBOURNE.

THIRTIETH-THIRD ANXUAJ. REPORT.

DECE3IBE1;, 1944.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We have the honour of presenting to you the 33 rd 
Annual Report and Balance Sheet of the Jewish National 
Library Kadimah.

This year’s report differs from the previous ones that 
it contains the names of two separate committees; the 
first one elected at the Annual General Meeting on the 
24th October, 1^44, and the second one elected as a re­
sult of the resignation of the L. Fink Committee in 
connection with the Commonwealth Resolution. The pre­
sent (second) Committee was elected at the Extraordin­
ary General Meeting on the 18th June, 1944. Thus the 
outgoing Committee was in office only for five months.

While reading his report one should take into con­
sideration what has been done by the first Committee 
and what has been done during the cadence of the 
second one.

SECRETARIAT

Your Management expresses its complete satisfaction 
with the work of the Secretary, Mr. B. Warszawski, of 
the Libarrian, Mr. J. Bogatin, of the Collector, Mr. S. 
Podem and of the Caretaker, Mr. J. Sharf.

MEMBERSHIP FLUCTUATION
Last year’s members-list contained 483 names, 3 7 of 

those being non-financial, were eliminated from the pre­
sent list. Four members died during this year. During the 
same period 174 new members enroled. Our membership­
list as at present consist of 616 financial members.

LIBRARY AND READING ROOM

As far as present war continuous permit we en­
deavour to keep our Library and Reading Room stocked 
with all the most important Jewish and English publica­
tions. Our Library stocks are as follows; 1,63 3 Yiddish 
volumes; 1,6 60 English; 355 Hebrew and 60 Russian. 
Total—3,708 volumes.

The classification of books read during the 13 
months (1/10/43—31/10/44) is; 3,032 Yiddish; 152 
English and 57 Hebrew.

The Committee tenders its warmest thanks to Mr. M.- 
Shetzer for his valuable work in re-cataloguing the books 
and safeguarding of the Library.



SUNDAY EVENING FUNCTIONS

From the 24th October, 1943 to 3rd December, 1944.

24/10/43—32nd Annual General Meeting. 
31/10/43—Hall granted to Victorian Zionist Orga­

nisation.
7/11/43—Hall granted to the A.S.F.L.

1) 14/11/43—Saul Chernichovsky Evening. Speakers;
S. Goldstein, J. Honig and Dr. M. Gold­
man.

2) 21/11/43—“Reflection of Social Revolution on Art
and Architecture.’’ — Lecture by Mr. 
J. Solvey.

3) 28/11/43—“The Release of Mosley—A Blow to the
War Effort,’’—Speakers Messrs; Alic 
Mushin, A. Pearl, J. Coulle and M. 
Bram.

5/12/43—Hall granted to the League for Labour 
Palestine.

4) 12/12/43—Living Newspaper with the participation
of H. Bergner, P. Goldhar, S. Brilliant, 
L. Flinker, J. Semel and J. Rymer.

Recess to Sth March, 1944.

5) 5/3/44—I. I. Singer Memorial Evening Speak­
ers: H. Bergner, P. Goldhar, S. Gold­
stein, J. Waislitz and B. Warszawski.

6) 11/3/44—(Saturday) Annual Purim Ball. 
12/3/44—Hall granted to the Victorian Zionist

Organisation.
7) 19/3/44—“The Jews in England”—(Lecturer Mr.

S. Goldstein.
8) 26/3/44—“Germany in Post-War Europe”  .

Lecturer Mr. 1. Kahan.
2/4/44—Hall granted to the Palestine Labour 

League.
9 9/4/44—Peretz Evening, — Lecture and Recital

by J. Waislitz.
10) 16/4/44—Pessach Evening__ Participants; Rachel

Holcer, M. Dane, M. Furman and J. 
Glowinsky.

11) 23/4/44—^Combined function (by the Kadimah &
Carlton War Loan Committee) devoted 
to the First Victory Loan.

30/4/44—Hall granted to the Jewish Council.
12) 7/5/44—Extraordinary General Meeting in con­

nection with the resignation of the 
Treasurer.

14/5/44—Hall granted to the “WIZO.”
13) 21/5/44—^^Continuation of the Extraordinary

General Meeting.
28/5/44—Shevuoth—no function.

14) 4/6/44—“Jewish Emancipation in Europe”.  
Lecturer Mr. I. Solvey.



15) 11/6/44—“Monuments and Men,”—Lecture by 
Mr. S. Goldstein.

16) 18/6/44—Extraordinary General Meeting, Elec­
tion of new Committee.

Fololwing functions—under new Committee.

25/6/44—Hall granted to A.S.F.L.
2/7/44—Hall granted to Bund Group.

17) 9/7/44—“Jewish Nationalism and Jewish Social­
ism.’’—Lecturers Messrs; A. Patkin 
and S. Goldstein.

16/7/44—Hall granted to the Victorian Zionist 
Organisation.

18) 23/7/44—Combined Public Meeting of the Ka- 
dimah and the Association of Friends 
of Hebrew University on the subject 
“The Hebrew University in Jerusalem.” 
Speakers Messrs: Rabbi Dr. H. Freed­
man, S. Goldstein, Col. Hyman and Dr. 
M. Goldman.

19) 30/7/44—“The Messiah Movement.” — Speakers, 
Messrs: J. Solvey, S. Maranz and Dr. 
Tabor.

20) 6/8/44—“Burning Homes” (Wilno, Minsk,
Pinsk) — Speakers Messrs; A. Patkin, 
H. Bergner and A. Pearl.

21) 13/8/44—Artistic Musical Evening. Participants:
Rachel Sacks, Miriam Rochlin, I.. Hur- 
vitz, S. Friedman, A. Braizblatt.

22) 20/8/44—“Jews in Soviet Russia.” — Lecturer; 
Dr. H. A. Freund.

23) 27/8/44—Evening devoted to Mendele Mocher
Sforim. Participants Messrs: H. Berg­
ner, P. Goldhar, J. Honig, I. Hurvitz 
and J. Waislitz.

3/9/44—Hall granted to the Victorian Zionist 
Organisation.

24) 10/9/44—“Jewish National Movements.” __  Lec­
turer: Mr. A. Patkin.

17/9/44—Rosh Hashonah—no function.
24/9/44—Hall granted to the United Jewish Re­

lief Fund.
1/10/44—Sukoth—no function.
8/10/4 4—Sukoth—no function.

25) 15/10/44—“Medecine and Health in Soviet Russia” 
—Lecture by Dr. I. Weyman

2 2/10/44—Hall granted to the Carlton War Loan 
Committee for a Second Victory (Loan 
Rally.

29/10/44—Hall granted to the Jewish Council to 
Combat Fascism and Anti-Semitism.

26) 5/11/44—“Jews Arabs and Middle East”__ ^Lec-
rer Mr. A. Salomon.

27) 12/11/44—-“The Survival of a People”__ Lecturer:
Rabbi H. Freedman.



28) 19/11/44__ Kadimah Banquet.
29) 26/11/44__ Lecture by Dr. M. Goldman.
30) 3/12/44__ 3 3rd Annual General Meeting.

The attendance of Committtee members at Kadimah 
functions from 24/10/43 to 4/12/44 was as follows; — 
Messrs. J. Ginsburg 12; J. Rymer 11; 1. Hurvitz 9; M. 
Shetzer 9; L. Fink 8; I. Rothman 8; S. Goldstein 7; J. 
Semel 6; Alick Mushin 5; J. Solvey 5; Ph. Block 4; S. 
Brilliant 4; I. Kahan and B. Tron 3 each: S. Yaffe, H. 
Brown, M. Silman, S. Marang 2 each; M. Bram, I. Sher. 
M. Zacharin, E. Wynn, J. Honig and J. Yoffe 1 each.

THE ANNUAL BAZAAR

The net proceeds of this year’s Annual Kadimah Ba­
zaar amount to £245. Your Committee desires to express 
its sincere thanks to all donors towards the Kadimah 
Bazaar.

VICTORIN JEWISH ADVNISORY BOARD

Our Representatives on the V.J.A.B. attended the 
regular meetings of the Board and have kept us informed 
of the activities of the V.J.A.B.

Our Representatives at the V.J.A.B. are Messrs: S. 
Goldstein and J. Solvey.

GENERAL

Kadimah has this yeai' given fourteen evenings in 
favour of various bodies. This was taken in accordance 
with the previous years action. The Kadimah’s sole mo­
tive is that it should become the centre of Melbourne 
Jewry’s cultural activity.

In order to contribute in part to the War Effort the 
Committee granted the use of the Kadimah premises 
free to various patriotic and security organisations for 
meetings, etc. Among them were the Carlton Branch of 
the Red Cross and the Carlton War Loan Committee.

Prom the Treasurer, Mr. J. B. Chiefley, we received 
the following citation; —

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

For outstanding services rendered on behalf 
of the First Victory Loan Campaign this citation 
is awarded to The Executive and Members of the 
JEWISH NATIONAL LIBRARY KADIMAH, given 
under my band and seal on the 10th day May, 19 4 4.

(Sgd.) G. B. CHIFLEY, Treasurer.
The whole interior of the Kadimah premises was 

renovated, new curtains put on all windows and the 
Library was provided with new book-cases allowing space 
for another 1,500 new books.

At its first meeting on the 26/6/44, the outgoing 
Committee, has expressed itself in favour of all resolu-



tions adopted by the Sydney Conference of World Jewish 
Congress (including the Commonwealth Resolution which 
caused the resignation of the previous committee.) 
. At a Conference, the 11th October 19 44, a Building 
Fftnd Committee was formed, the Executive of which 
consists of Messrs. J. Ginsburg, S. Yaffe, Alick Mushin, 
P. Komesaroff and R. Rothberg.

The following resolution was unanimously accepted: 
“This meeting called at the initiative of the Kadimah 
Committee has decided that funds be raised for the pur­
pose of building extensions of Kadimah to meet the 
necessities of post-war and clearing of mortgage.”

THANKS
We acknowledge most sincere thanks to the follow­

ing: Mr. J. Okno, LL.B., (Hon. Solicitor); Mr. L. Stone, 
(Hon. Auditor), Miss M. Zacharin and Mr. J. Solvey 
(previous and present Hon. Secretary) and to the editors 
and publishers of the “Australian Jewish News” and 
“Australian Jewish Herald” for the publicity which they 
have given to the Kadimah.

OBITUARY

It is with deep regret that we record the loss of the 
following members: Samuel Weisberg, Abraham Kurtz, 
Leah Yoffe and J. Lewin.

Letters of condolence have been sent to the relatives 
of the deceased.

ATTENDANCE AT COMMITTEE MEETINGS
During the 13 months (24/10/43—3/12/44) 17 

meetings of the Committee were held (10 by the first 
Committee and 7 by the second) at which the attend­
ances were: Mr. S. Goldstein 16; Mr. I. Hurvitz 15; Mr. 
J. Ginsburg 12; Mr. M. Shetzer 12; Messrs. S. Yaffe, J. 
Semel, J. Rymer 10 each; Messrs. M. Bram, H. Brown, A 
Mushin 8 each; Messrs: L. Pink, I. Kahan, S. Brilliant 
and J. Solvey 7 each; Messrs: Ph. Block, I, L. Mendelson, 
B. Tron and N. Fogel 6 each; Miss M. Zacharin, Messrs. 
I. Rothman, W. Bardas, S. Maranz, E. Wynn 5 each; 
Messrs. 1. Sher, J. Yoffe 4 each; Messrs. J. Honig, Ph. 
Chapman 2 each; Messrs. I. Segal and M. Silman 1 each.

CONCLUSION
We hope. Ladies and Gentlemen that the tasks per­

formed by us as set out in the report meets with you 
approval.

We also hope that you will do all in your power to 
make our work successful, so that Kadimah may proudly 
take its place in the resurrected Jewish family of culture 
to come.



JEWISH NATIONAL LIBRARY “KADIMAH”

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st AUGUST, 1944.

RECEIPTS: PAYMENTS:

To Subscriptions .............................................. . £518 11 6 By Salaries and wages ................................... £673 13 0
” Hire of Hall.................................................. 298 5 6 " Hall Maintenance......................................... 54 15 2
’’ Deposits on books.................................. 16 10 0 ’’ Book Deposits refunded ............................ 2 5 0
’’ Proceeds of: Lectures........................ 51 6 0 ” Expenses on: Lectures ..........................  • 17 11 0

Concerts and Socials . . .................... 118 5 0 Concerts and Socials.............................74 2 6
Bazaar 19 43 (supplementary) .. . 29 14 0 ’ Rates and Taxes ....................................... 50 15 11
Bazaar 1944 ..................................... 176 2 6 ” Interest .......................................................... 76 10 0
Jewish Authors................................... 2 0 0 Jewish Authors..............................................60 12 6

” Telephone refunds .............................. 2 6 0 ’’ Telephone........................................................ 22 10 3
” Sales of Almanac................................... 15 15 0 ” Printing, Advertising and Stationery . 85 19 6
” Insurance refunds.................................. 47 15 0 ” Insurance premiums ................................ 3 6 5 0
” Donations.................................................. 4 11 0 ’’ Administrative and miscellan. expend. 47 5 2

’’ Electricity and gas..................................... 39 16 8
£1,281 1 6 ” Books for Library ...................................... 80 0 0

’’ Balance at Comercial bank of Aust. ” Newspapers..................................................... 18 10 0
Ltd. on 1/9/1943 ........................ 452 2 8 ” Furniture and Fittings............................. 112 14 3

” Repairs............................................................. 50 7 6
” Collector’s commission.............................. 50 17 0
” Donations........................................................ 8 5 0

S. YAFFE, Treasurer. £1,562 15 5
B. WARSZAWSKI, Secretary. ” Balance at Commercial Bank of Aust.

L. STONE, Ltd. on 31/8/1944 ..................................170 8 9
Public Accountant and Auditor. — —

Audited and found correct. £1,733 4 2 £1,733 4 2
26/10/ 1944. —



JEWISH NATIONAL LIBRARY “KADIMAH” *

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AS AT 31st AUGUST, 1944.

LIABILITIES:
Mortgages: State Savings Bank of Victoria 

(Secured on 83 6/840 Lygon Street, 
North Carlton . .

Presbyterian Church 
Lygon Street) . .

Deposits on Books: — 
Balance 1/9/1943 
Additions . . . .

(Secured on 832

£76 18 6
14 5 0

Sundry Creditors: — 
Jewish Herald . 
Jewish News .. 
Electricity . . . 
Ridgeway . . .

Amount held on trust for
Jewish Authors:—

Balance 1/9/1943 ..
Additions......................

Disbursed..............
Surplus of Assets over

31
4,794

15 0
5 0 0
5 3 7

11 9

t of exiled

£90 0 0
2^ 0 0

£92 0 0
60

3 . .
12 6

£1,800

7 70

91

11

ASSETS:
Freehold Land and Buildings: —

12 583 0/840 Lygon St........... £4349
0 0 834 Lygon Street . . . . 550 0 0

83 2 Lygon Street . . . . 1100 0 0
0 0

Furniture and Pittings: —
Balance 1/9/19 43 . . . . 360 5 5

3 6 Additions .. • • • • • . 112 14 3

£472 19 8
■Less Depreciation . . . 47 0 0

Yiddish Typewriter: —
10 4 Balance 1/9/1943 .. . £5 2 6

Less Depreciation . . 1 0 6

Stock of “Almanacs’’ at valuation
Library Books: —

Balance 1/9/19 43 . . . £750 0 0
Additions....................... 80 0 0

7 6 £830 0 0
7 10 Less Depreciation . . . . . . 83 0 0

Shares in Browns, Ltd. at face value
Cash at Bank: General Account 
Building Account .......................

£5,999

4 25

4
80

12

19

2
0

8

0
0

S. YAFFB, Treasurer.
B. WARSZAWSKI, Secretary.

L. STONE,
Public Accountant and Auditor. 

Audited and found correct.
26/10/ 1944.

£7,49 8 9 2

747
25

170
46

0
0
8
6

0
0
9
4

£7,498 9 2



JEWISH NATIONAL LIBRARY “KADIMAH’*

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENT ON ACCOUNT OF BUILDING EXTENSION FUND FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED 31st AUGUST, 19 44

RECEIPTS;
To Gross Rents........................................................ £78 7 6

£78 7 C
” Balance at Commercial Bank of Aust.

on 1/9/1943 ................................................... 57 2 11

, PAYMENTS:
I By Rates; M. & M.B.W............................................. £4 0 0

” ” M.C.C........................................................ 516 0
” Agent’s Commission on Rents.................. 3 18 2
” Repairs, 83 2 Lygon Street......................... 910 0
’’ Insurance............................................................... 1 0 0
” Interest.................................................................. 50 13 11
” Bank fees........................................................... 10 0
” Legal Expenses re transfer of Contract

of Sale................................................................. 13 16 0

S. YAFFE, Treasurer.
B. WARSZAWSKI, Secretary.

L. STONE,
Public Accountant and Auditor. ------------------

Audited and found correct. £135 10 5
26/10/ 1944. --------------—

£89 4 1
” Balance at Commercial Bank of Aust.,

Ltd. on 31/8/1944 ..................................... 46 6 4 

£135 10 5

The President and Members, The Jewish National Library “Kadimah,”
Gentlemen,
Herewith I hand you Statement of Receipts and Payments on General and Building Accounts, and State­

ment of Assets and Liabilities as at the 31st August, 194 4
Depreciation have been allowed at 10 p.e. per annum on Furniture and Library Books, and at 20 per cent, on 

the Yiddish Typewriter. The Shares in Brown’s Dry Cleaning Co., Ltd., have been again brought into 
account at Face Value, and the stock of “Almanacs” at valuation based on cost.

Receipts have been produced for all payments, except for small cash payments, for which the Secretary’s 
certificates have been accepted.

Care was taken to ensure that any payments of an unusual nature, such as Donations, were properly autho­
rised by Resolutions recorded in the minutes.

Subject to the above observations, I hereby report that the Statements as signed by me represent true and 
correct summaries of the financial activities of the Jewish National Library “Kadimah” for the year ended 31st 
August, 194 4, and of the assets and liabilities as at that date, according to the books of the Company, and the 
explanations and vouchers furnished to me. Yours Faithfully,

LIQNEIL STONE, Public Accountant and Auditor.
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1

iO BARGAINS IN WAR
Don’t join the ctrellers down luxury lane. Only the 
wasteful, the wilful, the weak—spend money needlessly: 
buying foolish and futile things.
Luxury Lane lends to disaster 1 We MUST restrict our 
spending to real necessities, and encourage others to do 
the same.

Stop WASTING Money. Invest it for VICTORY in

£10 NATIONAL SAVINGS 
3% BONDS

AND WAR SAYINGS CERTIFICATES
ANY BANK', OR MONEY ORDER POST •' OFFICE ,4
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