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REPORT OF THE 76TH YEAR OF 
''KADIMAH'S" ACTIVITIES

Once again we are obliged to begin our an
nual report with the current situation and occur
rences in the State of Israel. Although the 
political situation has stabilised, new elections 
to the Knesset are due later this year.

All political commentators consider the cur
rent political state, the relationship between the 
two ruling parties. Labour and Likud, as abnor
mal, because it prevents the coalition govern
ment to undertake the radical political decisions 
the country is waiting for impatiently.

It is hoped that the forthcoming elections will 
clarify the situation and usher in a stabilising 
majority government into the Knesset.

This is particularly urgent now, at a time when 
the country finds itself in the storm of prolonged 
Arab demonstrations in Gaza and the West 
Bank.

Melbourne's Jewish communal life over the 
past year saw an interesting development which 
was almost unprecedented till now. The two 
November meetings of the Victorian Board of 
Deputies brought forth a series of sharp clashes 
amongst the leadership of the Jewish com
munity. At the first meeting in early November 
'87, the agenda included elections of 9 delegates 
to the biannual conference of the Executive 
Council of Australian Jewry due to take place in 
Sydney. Two sets of candidates were standing. 
One ticket with Issi Leibler at the head, the 
second headed by Robert Zablud.

In an open election battle, both sides mobil
ised their supporters who promoted their ticket 
amongst the voters. After a secret ballot all the 
delegates on the Leibler list were elected, which 
secured Issi Leibler's position as president of the 
ECAJ over the next 2 years.

Also, at the following meeting of the Board of 
Deputies, there was a close election campaign 
for the position of President of the BoD. Stan
ding were Shmuel Rozenkrants and the im
mediate past president Phil Simons. Following 
two ballots, Mr. Shmuel Rozenkrants was 
elected by a narrow majority.

The fact that a candidate who held the 
presidency only one year was not re-elected, was 
strongly commented on within the Jewish com
munity. Also the remaining positions on the 
Board were contested during the election 
meeting.

The cultural activities at the Kadimah in the 
past year began with the guest speaker from
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Israel, Chaim Finkelstein, who held the Kadimah 
audience interested and listening for 9 lectures 
over 5 weeks. It was a most successful event for 
the Kadimah.

An important part of Kadimah's cultural work 
is carried out year after year by the David Her
man Theatre. As in previous years Rosa Turkow, 
the well-known actress and director, arrived here 
from Israel, and this time directed the group in 
A. Karpanowicz's Israeli comedy "The Inlaws" 
(Di Mekhutonim). The play was performed 7 
times with considerable success.

The Hazomir Choir has remained a part of 
Kadimah's involvement with the Jewish song, 
and as previously co-presented the New Year 
Ball and presented concerts, which have enhan
ced the status of both institutions.

The Kadimah has continued to provide a free 
venue for the Tuesday Club, a popular entertain
ment and gathering for the senior citizens of the 
community, organised by the Melbourne Jewish 
Welfare Society.

Similarly, the Boruch Kalushiner remem
brance committee benefits from the Kadimah as 
a venue and presents the annual children's and 
Youth Song and Music Competition.

The National Library at the Kadimah has been 
reallocated in the Selwyn Street building on the 
ground floor, and has the opportunity to 
significantly increase its activities. Currently, a 
decision has to be taken as to what to do with 
the library's previous building in Gordon Street.

The publication by the Kadimah of the 
Melbourne Chronicle Melbourne Bleter has con
tinued, although we are faced with significant 
difficulties. The price of publication of the jour
nal has risen sharply and only three editions 
were printed in 1987. Everything is being done to 
overcome this difficulty and if successful it is 
hoped to return to the 5 editions which were 
issued in previous years.

Our representatives to, and involvement in, 
the Holocaust Centre and Museum has remained 
the same. They are B. Wiener, Co-President, 
Yasha Sher, Co-Vice President, H. Bachrach, Co
Treasurer, and M. Ajzenbud, Co-Secretary.

Kadimah's representatives at the Board of 
Deputies are: H. Rabinowicz, Luba Gottlib, Isaac 
Apelowicz, with stand-ins: R. Bultinska, B. Fur
manski, and L. Vald. Mrs. Gottlib is also a 
member of the Education Committee of the 
V.J.B.o.D. and YosI Winkler is on the Heritage 
Committee of the Board.

The Chess Club at the Kadimah has carried on 
its successful work under the leadership of M. 
Topial, who has devoted much time and energy 
to its organisation and has earnt everyone's 
recognition for his efforts.

As can be seen from the calendar of the year's 
activities, the Kadimah has during the past year 
organised many worthwhile events and cultural 
activities, utilising local talents and support.

REPORT FOR 1987: THE HOLOCAUST 
CENTRE AND MUSEUM OF AUSTRALIA

The Holocaust Museum will be 4 years old in 
March 1988. Its work is constantly increasing 
and it is becoming more known in the general 
Australian community, especially amongst the 
school-age children who visit the museum, 
together with their teachers, to familiarise 
themselves with an important part of modern 
European history. Not only the pupils, but also 
the teachers are overawed by what they see 
displayed at the museum and described by the 
volunteers, themselves survivors of the 
holocaust.

The executive of the Holocaust Centre and 
Museum is composed of four representatives of 
the Kadimah; B. Wiener, Y. Sher, M. Ajzenbud, 
H. Bachrach, four representatives of the Federa
tion of Polish Jewry; A. Sokolowicz, M. Perlberg, 
M. Ekhaus, H. Binshtok as well as women repre
sentatives Mina Fink and Sonia Wajsenberg.

With the sudden death of Misha Ekhauz, the 
co-treasurer of the Holocaust Centre, in January 
1988, Ben Furmanki of the Federation of Polish 
Jewry was co-opted to take up the position.

The reallocation and reorganisation of the two 
buildings housing the centre and museum is 
currently underway, and it is expected that an 
integration of the two adjoining buildings will be 
completed shortly.

THE MELBOURNE CHRONICLE

The Kadimah publication in two languages 
was founded in 1975. Its Yiddish section. The 
Melbourne Bleter, the editorial board of which 
consists of: M. Ajzenbud, H. Bachrach and B. 
Furmanski. The English section, Melbourne 
Chronicle, is edited by Mrs. Yvonne Fein. Ad
ministration — S. Zajane.

Up till December, 1987, 56 issues have been 
published. The journal brought an excellent 
response from Jewish literary circles, and we 
have received a number of articles and other 
works on various topics with request for 
publication.

Unfortunately we are limited in available 
space, the reason being that we are working on a 
substantial deficit and we cannot afford to 
burden the Kadimah budget any more than we 
already have.

We tried to obtain a subsidy from the govern
ment, but three times we have been rejected. 
Although government policy is to help to 
develop ethnic cultures, and is generously sup
porting publications of different East European 
groups.
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THE HAZOMIR CHOIR

The Choir commenced its activities on the 3rd 
of February. Conductor was Adrian Bartak. 
Pianist — Miriam Rochlin.

Our first performance of the year was a con
cert at the Australian Council of Jewish Women, 
on March 8.

On April 25 we sang at the Warsaw Ghetto 
Commemoration Evening.

The Choir celebrated its 40th Anniversary this 
year with a Concert at the Leo Fink Hall in the 
Kadimah, on November 15. Our programme was 
enhanced by the participation of our soloists: 
Sylvia Portek, Rachel Podemski and Boris 
Starikov. We also had a guest artist: young Karen 
Feldman — winner of this year's Boruch 
Kalushiner Competition. The compere of the 
evening, Danielle Charak, complemented it 
beautifully. The venue was a very great success 
and we received warm acknowledgements a 
long time after the concert.

On November 22, we sang at the Montefiore 
Homes For The Aged in St. Kilda Rd. Soloists 
were Rachel Podemski and Sylvia Portek.

We were invited by the B'nai B'rith Harmony 
Lodge to sing at a Chanukah Concert on 
December 14, at the Montefiore Homes. The 
choir performed to the great enjoyment of the 
residents.

On December 31, we had a dinner dance 
together with the Kadimah, to usher in the New 
Year.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The Committee wishes to express thanks and 
appreciation to Mr. S. Wolski, LL.B., Hon. 
Solicitor, for his volunteer services rendered to 
our institution during the past year; the 
"Australian Jewish News" and "Yiddishe Nayes" 
for the space allocated for the notices and 
reports of the Kadimah activities; the Ladies' 
Auxiliary for the help in arranging the Kadimah 
functions; and to all those who contributed to 
our activities.

DOVID HERMAN THEATRE

The 1987 season again showed that Yiddish 
Melbourne is one of the few Jewish communities 
in the world, where Yiddish theatre has an 
honourable place. There is a large audience here 
which awaits "better" Yiddish theatre impatient
ly and fo'rtunately there is the Dovid Herman 
Theatre which is committed to the Yiddish 
theatre, body and soul.

And we also possess luck. Destiny had it that 
Rosa Turkow from Israel would become almost 
a local resident. Its the 5th season that she has 

worked with the Dovid Herman Theatre, and she 
is again invited for the 1988 theatre season.

During this time, Rosa Turkow has integrated 
her lifestyle into our community and knows 
what the local theatre audience demands, and 
what the Dovid Herman Theatre can deliver. She 
has understood that the Melbourne theatregoer 
is very choosy, wants a good comedy, with an 
Israeli flavour, which is contemporary and enter
taining.

That is why the last production, A. Karpino- 
wicz's "The lnlaws"/"Di Mekhutonim", was such 
a success and played seven times to packed 
houses. Had Rosa T. not needed to return to 
Israel because her visa expired, the play would 
have run for even more performances. The 
theatre committee comprising: R. Lewita, L. 
Cukier, M. Pfau, M. Ceprow, M. Shmerling, L. 
Koltiniuk, A. Vigushin, and Yasha Sher, held a 
number of meetings and family gatherings. 
Members of the theatre have, during the past 
year, performed at various functions at the 
Kadimah and other institutions.

It is worthwhile noting that several of our 
friends had the opportunity and good fortune to 
be involved in English film and theatre. Rachel 
Lewita participated in an Australian film, which 
should be released shortly, and Mendl Szmerling 
has one of the top parts in a play "On Edge", 
starring, incidently, Freidi Mrocki from the 
Melbourne Yiddish Youth Theatre at the 
Kadimah.

THE CHESS CLUB

The chess club at the Kadimah has existed for 
over 15 years, and has earned great recognition 
amongst Jewish chess players in Melbourne. It is 
considered to be the best chess club in Australia. 
In 1987 the club hosted the Victorian Open 
Chess Championship, and two of the club's 
players, Itzak Sahar and Tom Kalish, took the 
first prize. This was a high achievement for the 
club, as its players competed against the best 
players from all clubs in Victoria.

Tom Kalish improved his game to become the 
second best player at the club, and all players in 
general have shown good improvement over the 
past year.

The club is well attended and its organiser, 
Moishe Topial, expresses a desire to see younger 
players attending the club. He is prepared to 
teach them and help them to improve their 
game. The membership fee is currently $15 for 
adults, $10 for students and pensioners. The 
chess club is open every Saturday and Sunday 
and all public holidays from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m.

All details about the club can be obtained by 
contacting M. Topial on 528 2287 (AH) or 
528 2395 (Bus.). Thanks to the support of Moishe 
Freger, the club has been able to subscribe to 
the journal "Chess Australia".
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KADIMAH
ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN DURING 1987

1. 29.1.87 — "Sloyshim”, in memory of Israel 
Mordechai Lewin, writer, painter, longstand
ing member of the Kadimah Committee and 
former Vice President of the Kadimah. 
Speakers: M. Ajzenbud, P. Ringelblum, R. 
Shpiewakowski. Artistic Presentation: I. 
Warszawski read I.M. Lewin's Poetry.

2. 15.2.87 — Welcoming Concert for artist 
Abraham Brajzbiat. M.C.: Yasha Sher.

3. 8.3.87 — Lecture by Abraham Zeleznikow 
on: "Eli Wiezel — In Silence". Chairperson: 
M. Ajzenbud.

4. 15.3.87 — "Live — Purim Radio Show"; 
presented by Yasha Sher, with guests Dr. M. 
Fershtendik, A. Cykert, A. Zable. Technical 
assistant: L. Koltiniuk.

5. 28.3.87 — Yasha Sher presents a program of 
"Folklore & Humour" in Perth, W.A.

6. 5.4.87 — 74th Annual General Meeting of 
the Kadimah.

7. 9.4.87 — Festive welcome for Hayim Finkel
stein, Israeli guest speaker. First lecture: 
"Israel and the Jewish People". Greetings: 
M. Ajzenbud — Kadimah, R. Zablud — 
B.O.D., A. Sokolowicz —• Nat. Council for 
Yiddish. Chairperson: Y. sher.

8. 12.4.87 — H. Finkelstein's 2nd Lecture: 
"1000 years of Jewish Life in Eastern 
Europe". Chairperson: A. Sokolowicz.

9. 15.4.87 — 3rd Lecture: "I.L. Peretz — The 
Vision in Yiddish Literature". Chairperson: 
H. Bachrach.

10. 22.4.87 — 4th Lecture: "The Human and the 
Humane in H. Leyvick's Work". Chairperson: 
B. Furmanski.

11. 25.4.87 — Commemoration of Six Million 
Jewish Martyrs, murdered by the Nazis in 
WWII & 44th Anniversary of Warsaw Ghetto 
Uprising Organised by the Board of Jewish 
Partisans in Victoria; Kadimah; Zionist 
Association, Holocaust Centre; Camp In
mates "Katzetler"; and other organisations 
affiliated with the V.J.B.D. Speaker: Hayim 
Finkelstein (Israel); Yaffa Eliah (U.S.A.) Ar
tistic Program: Dramatisation by the "2nd 
Generation Group" of Eli Wiezel's: "A Black 
'Chopah' — A Black Sky"; Combined Jewish 
Schools' Choir; "Hazomir Choir" at the 
Kadimah.

12. 26.4.87 — 5th Lecture by C. Finkelstein: 
"The Survivors of the Shoa and their Mission 
for the Future Generations". Chairperson: 
YosI Winkler.

13. 29.4.87 — 6th Lecture: "Yiddish in Israel and 
Diaspora; Yesterday and Today". Chairper
son: Y. Sher.

14. 3.5.87 — 7th Lecture: "Jewish Education". 
Chairperson: M. Ajzenbud.

15. 5.5.87 — "Shloyshim", in memory of Yosef 
Orbach, longstanding member of the exec
utive and past president of the Kadimah.

16. 6.5.87 — 8th Lecture by C. Finkelstein: "Ber 
Borochov". Chairperson: M. Ajzenbud.

17. 10.5.87 — Festive Farewell evening & 9th 
lecture by C. Finkelstein: "Sholem 
Aleichem". Farewells: M. Ajzenbud, Chair
person: Yasha Sher.

18. 17.5.87 — "Folklore and Humour Concert", 
featuring Yasha Sher in Sydney.

19. 24.5.87 — Lecture by Avram Cykiert: "The 
Laws of Human Rights in the Books of the 
Prophets". Chairperson: H. Bachrach.

20. 7.6.87 — Lecture by Rabbi B. Zaytshik: 
"Jews in South Africa". Chairperson: Y. Sher.

21. 14.6.87 — Concert of song and prose, featur
ing Sonia Lisaron, with musical group "Trio 
'86".

22. 17.6.87 — Festive Launch of the "Day Club" 
at the Kadimah. Speakers: Yasha Sher; M. 
Ajzenbud with a feature on "humour". 
Artist: Sonia Lisaron, with songs.

23. 21.6.87 — Live Film/Radio Program-Chaired 
by Yasha Sher, with guests Saba Feninger 
and Shmuel Rozenkrantz. S. Cylich screened 
a film about kibbutz life. Technical Assist: L. 
Koltiniuk.

24. 19.7.87 — Folklore and Humour Concert, 
featuring Yasha Sher.

25. 2.8.87 — Lectures on the theme: "Greetings 
from the World", featuring: H. Bachrach on 
"Poland"; B. Wiener on "Impressions from 
his recent travels"; A Sokolowicz on "The 
Congress of Polish Jews" held in Israel. He 
also reported on his visit to Poland.

26. 16.8.87 — 2.30 pm & 8 pm. Film on YosI 
Bergner in Warsaw, Melbourne and Tel-Aviv 
called "Painting the Town", at the Kadimah- 
Classic.

27. 23.8.87 — Live Radio Program at the 
Kadimah in memory of the Soviet Yiddish 
writers executed under Stalin. M.C.: Yasha 
Sher, Tech Asst: Lev Koltiniuk, Speakers: M. 
Ajzenbud, B. Wiener, Artistic Prog: Maya 
Katz, Yasha Sher — Poetry Readings, Nelli 
Faynman — piano, V. Mishkin — songs, M. 
Portnoy — accompaniment.

28. 30.8.87 — Lecture by A. Cykiert on: "Are we 
facing a split amongst the Jewish People?" 
Chairperson: Y. Winkler.

29. 13.9.87 — Lecture by Dr. M. Fershtendik on: 
"Ideas which shaped Jewish History". 
Chairperson M. Ajzenbud.

30. 15.9.87 — Lecture by Prof. I. Branover from 
the USSR, currently residing in Israel, on: 
"Yiddish and Soviet Jewry". Chairperson: 
Y. Sher.
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31. 11.10.87 — Premier performance of the play 
"The lnlaws'7"Di Mekhutonim" by Israeli 
author A. Karpinowicz. Directed by: Rosa 
Turkow. Featuring: The Dovid Herman 
Theatre's Yasha Sher, Rachel Lewita, Mira 
Pfau, Mendl Szmerling, YosI Haberman, Ida 
Lustig, Avram Vigushin, Naomi Pfau, Berl 
Lustig, Rivka Shpah, Rosa Turkow in the role 
of Edna. Sets: Aaron Gurewicz. Staging: Lev 
Koltiniuk.

32. 18.10.87 — 3.30 pm and 8 pm; 2nd and 3rd 
performance of "The lnlaws"/"Di Mekh- 
utonim".

33. 25.10.87 — 4th performance of "The
Inlaws".

34. 31.10.87 — 5th performance of "The
Inlaws".

35. 1.11.87 — Annual Song and Music Competi
tion for Children and Youth, organised by 
the Boruch Kalushiner committee, at the 
Kadimah Theatre.

36. 8.11.87 — 6th performance of "The Inlaws".
37. 15.11.87 — 7th and final performance of 

"The Inlaws".
38. 15.11.87 — 40th Jubilee Concert of the 

Hazomir Choir, at the Leo Fink Hall. Supper 
included. Musical Arrangements: Adrian 
Bartak. Piano Accompaniment: Miriam 
Rochlin. M.C.: Danielle Charak. Soloists: 
Sylvia Portek, Rachel Podemsk, Boris 
Starikov. Salutation on behalf of Kadimah: 
Moishe Ajzenbud.

39. 25.11.87 — Opening of the newly 
reallocated Library at the Kadimah. 
Speakers: Y. Sher, M. Ajzenbud and H. Bach- 
rach read about Y. Rapoport's life and work 
in Australia; H. Frydman, former secretary of 
the Kadimah, presents his recollections of 
the establishment and work of the Kadimah 
and Library in earlier years.

40. 13.12.87 — Festive Conclusion to Kadimah's 
1987 Cultural Activities. Supper provided. 
Greetings: Yasha Sher; Report on year's 
cultural activity: Moishe Ajzenbud. Artistic 
Prog: Yasha Sher reads a satire, Y. Blank 
songs.

41. 31.12.87 — New Year Ball, organised in 
association with the Hazomir Choir.

THE LIBRARY

During the past year it was decided by the 
Kadimah Committee to transfer the library to 
the Leo Fink Building, as the building in Gordon 
St. was no longer in an appropriate state to 
house the library.

The relocation of the library was done by 
members of the committee, with the assistance 
of the librarian. The whole task has already been 
completed and even the present facade of the 
library is very attractive. The carpets laid in the 
library were a gift from United Carpet Mills and 
the Fink family. The library receives weekly 
Jewish newspapers and periodicals from 
overseas, both in Yiddish and English, and they 
are available to all at the library. The Library is 
open every Sunday from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Kadimah members receive free loans, non
members pay a small fee.

In memory . . . We note in recognition of the 
late Freida Wilensky, who was a long-time 
member of the Kadimah and sometime 
secretary, that the Kadimah had become a 
substantial beneficiary of her will.
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Jewish Cultural Centre 
and National Library

"KADIMAH"
7 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick 3185

TELEPHONE 523 9817

Dear Sir/Madam,
I have the honour, by direction of 

the Board of Directors of the 
"'Kadimah", to request your attend
ance at the

76th ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING 

of the above Society, to be held on 
Sunday, April 10, 1988 at 3.30 pm 
sharp, in the new "Kadimah" build
ing, 7 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick.

Yours faithfully 
H.BACHRACH 
Hon. Secretary

BUSINESS:
1. Confirmation of Minutes of the 

previous Annual Meeting.
2. Reception and Adoption of An

nual Report and Balance Sheet.
3. Election of Board of Manage

ment.
4. Any other business that may 

occur.

NOTE: Written nominations for 
Director of the Board of Manage
ment should be lodged at the office 
of the "'Kadimah", 7 Selwyn Street, 
Elsternwick, not later than Wednes
day, April 6, 1988, 2 pm.
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7 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick — Tel.: 523 9817
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Jewish Cultural Centre and National Library ^^Kadimak'

Statement of Income and Expenditure 
for Year ended 31 December 1987

1986 Income for Year
— Dividends Received
— Films 3,795

3,347 Less Expenditure 1,788 2,007

8,652 Hall Hire 9,904
3,113 Members' Subscriptions 2,568
1,250 Donations 2,622

380 Library Fees —
— Receipts from Functions 6,705

3,010 Less Expenditure 8,930 (2,225)
— Library Appeal 12,655
— Receipts from Melbourne Chronicle 2,778

(6,379) Less Expenditure 18,101 (15,323)

35,181 Rent Received 41,164
9,499 Anniversary 1,645

58,053 56,818

Less General and Administrative Expenses
422 Audit Fees 812

1,279 Advertising and Printing 1,634
5,410 Depreciation 9,805
2,669 Heat, Light and Power 2,913
2,019 Hall Expenses — General 860
4,562 Insurances 4,967

363 Postages and Fares 507
4,885 Rates and Taxes 2,437
5,248 Repairs and Replacements 2,771
2,817 Subsidies and Affiliation Fees 1,741

498 Office Expenses 538
11,811 Salaries and Wages 12,291

1,395 Library Expenses 1,734
4,750 Cleaning and Gardening 6,715

89 Bank Charges 103
— Bank Interest 419

1,931 Telephone 2,747
800 Contribution to Holocaust Centre —

50,948 52,994

7,105 Net Surplus for Year 3,824
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Jewish Cultural Centre and National Library ^^Kadimah''

Balance Sheet as at 31 December 1987

1986 Accumulated Funds
128,524

7,105
Balance 1 January 1987 
Add Surplus for Year

135,629
3,825

135,629 139,453

11,618
4,157

13,430

Represented by:
Westpac — Current Account 
Trustee Executors Investment 
Loan Debtors

4,157
16,523

29,205 20,680

Non Current Assets
(At Cost Less Depreciation)

41,507 Floor Coverings, Furniture and Fittings 59,296

14,522
51,052
88,924

Properties — At Cost
7 Gordon Street, Elsternwick
9 Gordon Street, Elsternwick
7/9 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick

14,522
51,052
88,924

154,498 154,498

225,210 Total Assets 234,474

— Less Current Liabilities
— Bank Overdraft 5,440

Deferred Liabilities
66,105

15,476
8,000

Trust Funds —
re War Memorial Building Fund

Library Replacement Fund
Bond on Classic Theatre

66,105
15,476

8,000

89,581 89,581

89,581 Total Liabilities 95,021
135,629 Excess of Assets over Liabilities 139,453
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Jewish Cultural Centre and National Library ^^Kadimah'^

Statement of Sources and Application of Funds 

For Year ended 31 December 1987

Cash at Bank on 1.1.87
Surplus for year
Add Depreciation

11,618
3,824
9,805

25,247
Less Purchase of Floor Coverings and Fittings 27,594

Less Increase in Loan Debtors
Bank Overdraft on 31.12.87

(2,347)
3,093
5,440
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Auditor's Report 
To the Members of the Jewish Cultural Centre and National Library "Kadimah"

I have audited the attached accounts and in my opinion, the Financial Statements are properly drawn 
up in accordance with the provisions of the Companies (Victoria) Code and so as to give a true and fair 
view ofthe state of the Company's affairs as at 31st December 1987 and of its results for the year then 
ended and the accounting and other records of the Company examined by me are properly kept in 
accordance with the provisions of the Code.

Symcha Burstin, AASA CPA 
Registered Company Auditor

S. & H. Burstin and Associates 
3/232 Carlisle Street,
Balaclava 3183

Dated this 10th day of April 1988 at Melbourne.

STATEMENT BY DIRECTORS

In the opinion of the Directors of the Company:

1. (a) The accompanying Profit and Loss Account is drawn up so as to give a true and fair view of the
results of the Company for the financial year ended 31 December, 1987.

(b) The accompanying Balance Sheet is drawn up so as to give a true and fair view of the state of 
affairs of the Company as at the end of that financial year.

(c) At the date of this statement, there are reasonable grounds to believe that the Company will be 
able to pay its debts as and when they fall due.

2. The accompanying Accounts have been made out in accordance with Australian accounting 
standards and applicable approved accounting standards.

This statement is made in accordance with a resolution of the board of Directors and is signed for 
and on behalf of the Directors by:

M. AJZENBUD /

J. WINKLER

This 10th day of April I9oo.
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These stories were the runners-up in the Helen 
Spring Memorial Prize for Prose; 1987 Melbourne 
Chronicle Literary Competition.

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
Margaret Safran, Year 11

My Christmas memories are not those of the 
rest of the girls in my class. They are not a fond 
recollection of the family over for a big meal 
and lots of presents. These memories belong to a 
different time and place in my life. Instead, my 
Christmas memories are a curious mixture of 
curiosity, indifference, pretending indifference, 
commercialism, anger, loneliness and generally 
feeling odd and different amongst other un- 
definable emotions.

It wasn't until I was about eight that I finally 
realised that Christmas was part of a religion — 
although I had gathered at some much earlier 
stage that it was something I didn't play a big 
part in. Christmas was simply a time of year that 
started sometime in November when my mum 
would take my brother and me into the city to 
see the Myer windows. Men who wore red suits 
and white beards in the middle of the heat of 
summer would give us boiled lollies, and other 
children got bikes, dolls and other presents from 
a mysterious figure called Santa or Santa Claus. 
At school we made decorations out of foam, 
cardboard and glitter which other children took 
home to hang on a tree they had inside their 
house for Christmas. We learnt songs called 
carols that were mainly about some baby called 
Jesus and "The Virgin Mary". Then, on the 
second last day of school, there was the church 
service when the whole school would walk down 
the street to the local church and hear the same 
story each year about "The Baby Jesus", who 
was born in "The Manger" unto "The Virgin 
Mary" and was visited by "The Three Kings of 
Bethlehem" who followed "The Star of 
Bethlehem". I never really listened but some of 
the words must have stuck. I remember 
fidgeting, feeling uneasy and feeling not quite 
right there. Then we would sing the carols we 
had learnt at school, and the whole ceremony 
would end with the grade sixes carrying candles 
in oranges down the aisles.

During this whole school Christmas procedure 
I would have a vague feeling of being left out — 
as if this were a game everyone else was part of 
and they had condescendingly let me play. Each 
year I got older the feeling got worse. I was not 
part of Christmas, and I knew it.

Not that I ever put this feeling into words. I 
probably couldn't have, even if I had ever tried. 
It was simply a feeling I had.

This "feeling" came to a head in grade five. It 
was then that I first began to feel angry, in 
addition to my original feelings of loneliness. 

towards the school's Christmas celebrations. It 
was probably more the age I was, rather than the 
person I was, that accounted for this change in 
my attitude towards the school's Christmas. I 
remember conspiring with Sarah and Leonard, 
the only other two in grade five, to get notes 
from our parents so that we wouldn't have to go 
to church that year. It was far from the most suc
cessful rebellious action, but at least it was a 
start. Sarah, Leonard and I might have had 
totally different personalities and maybe we 
probably wouldn't have ever spoken to each 
other, let alone conspired together, but we had a 
common interest and that was enough. Now it 
seems almost funny, our conspiracy, but I'm not 
laughing.

However, what made me most angry in grade 
five was an essay my teacher wanted us to write 
about our last Christmas. Sarah and Leonard 
were in another class with a teacher who had the 
decency, or maybe just the sense, not to set 
essays like that.

In my rebellious state of mind I went to the 
teacher and pointed out that I had never 
celebrated Christmas; not being old enough to 
realise that an essay such as this would have 
solved all my school Christmas problems in one 
go.

The teacher obviously did not hear my pleas 
as she just said vaguely, obviously irritated, to 
write an essay or something I did celebrate 
around the same time — there was "something", 
wasn't there? Indeed there was "something" — 
"something" that was incidently as relevant to 
Christmas as Australia Day was. I hesitated and 
opened my mouth to protest. Then I closed it 
and shrugged my shoulders. She wouldn't listen 
anyway. What chance has a ten-year-old kid got 
against a teacher who isn't even prepared to 
listen? None at all.

I walked slowly back to my table where Tracy 
had already covered half a page about her 
grandmother and grandfather coming over from 
Sydney to visit her for Christmas, bringing with 
them a blue BMX bike for her. I sat down and 
glared at my blank page in front of me.

I actually did write that essay but I never did 
hand it in. It was never, I felt, quite right and as it 
was near the end of the year the teacher never 
got around to chasing me up. This story may 
have taken six years to complete but finally my 
voice has spoken.

STUNTMEN
Jesse Zola, Year 9

Throughout his history man has sought ways 
to entertain himself. Even in prehistoric times 
entertainment was an important event that took 
up a part of every day. Some of the earliest 
forms of entertainment were painting and story-
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telling. These, however, are forms of entertain
ment provided for oneself. People soon found 
that there were limits to the entertainment that 
they could provide in this way. They started 
looking towards others who were more skilled at 
a particular craft or who could make people 
laugh. Eventually, these people became more 
and more experienced at entertaining crowds. 
Soon after that they started asking for money if 
they were to perform and thus became the first 
professional entertainers.

The majority of entertainers were people who 
possessed an ability to make others laugh; 
whether it was by telling jokes, acting in a 
humorous manner or the strangest type of com
ical act — a stunt.

The first type of stuntmen were clowns; peo
ple who make a living by kicking one another, 
tripping over, falling off ropes and buildings and 
landing on their heads. This is, to say the least, a 
strange way to make people laugh.

Clowns were, of course, employed in circuses 
at first, but with the advent of films came a new 
source of employment for them. Films are pro
bably what has made stuntmen famous, par
ticularly these days when even the most quiet, 
docile, uneventful films have a cast of stuntmen 
as long as your arm.

Many of the earliest films were comedies 
featuring clowns as main actors performing 
slapstick routines. These featured stunts that 
became standard in movies such as jumping 
through windows, crashing cars, and executing 
dives from incredible heights. Stunts were such a 
major part of the movies of that time that often, 
when auditioning for a role in a film, actors 
would be asked if they could do any of the 
aforementioned stunts. In those old movies 
many of the actors did actually perform their 
own stunts. Of course they only did the simple 
and less dangerous ones; it would not do to en
danger the life of a star. The dangerous stunts 
had to be left for the fill-ins.

Fill-ins or doubles are the stuntmen who 
replace the actors during the filming of stunts. 
An example of this is in a car chase scene; the ac
tor gets into the car and drives away, chased by 
a few more cars in hot pursuit. Then the crew 
stops filming while the actor gets out of the car 
and the double gets in. The cameras start rolling 
again and the chase resumes with a stunt driver 
behind the wheel and the actor safely tucked 
away in his dressing room.

In films nowadays, the hired stuntmen have 
undergone a course so they know exactly what 
to do, every detail of the stunt is planned in
tricately and the whole performance is control
led by a stunt co-ordinator. This all contributes 
to the safety of the stunt. When stuntmen 
started working in movies, however, none of this 
experience and technology was available. It cer
tainly wasn't cheap enough to be a plausible 
alternative to the methods employed.

The lead-up to a typical stunt in an old movie 
would go something like this:

A driver is need to spin a car at the bottom of 
a hill so the director of the film will put up an 
advertising board, inviting anyone to do the 
stunt for a minimum of fifty cents. When 
somebody enquires he is led to the car at the top 
of a hill while oil is poured on the road at the 
bottom. The fill-in is told to drive at the oil as 
fast as he dares; the faster he goes, the more 
money he will receive. To get a good shot of the 
action the camera and crew are set up directly in 
the line of the car, on the other side of the oil. If 
all goes well the car will have enough traction 
on the road to turn away from the camera and 
people but will still spin around quite quickly; 
no one will get hurt and the director will have a 
brilliant, exciting sequence film.

If everything does not go as planned then, at 
the worst, the director, the car will hit the crew 
and cameras, destroying the equipment and in
juring, possibly killing the people. The chances 
of the stunt going badly were increased in those 
days because the stuntmen were hired off the 
street and had no previous experience, but were 
willing to do practically anything for some 
money.

Why would anyone want to be a stuntman? In 
old movies the main reason for being a stuntman 
was to earn money. Generally, people were poor 
so if one could get paid for a job it did not mat
ter that one's life was at stake. People were will
ing to take that risk.

Today, stuntmen are stuntmen for different 
reasons. They are much the same as the reasons 
for racing cars of flying planes — it is mainly for 
the thrill. That does sound very corny but, in 
general, it is the truth. Some people like the feel
ing of almost dying, risking their life and then 
saving themselves with their own skill. Most of 
us cannot understand it but that's because most 
of us aren't stuntmen.

VENUS CITY
David Benzion Horowitz^ Year 6

Captain Cooke checked the control panel. 
"Only 58 litres of astro-fuel left", he said. "We'll 
land at Venus City to refuel. Then we'll get on 
with our voyage."

"Check for landing", ordered Captain Cooke, 
who was at the controls. He heaved the gear 
lever to fuel ejection 139, turbo thrust 72. His 
craft, the D.C.7 (Diversional Craft 7), landed at 
Venus City airport with a light bump. The 
navigator. General Sam, stared blankly at the 
platform. There wasn't a soul in sight. "You'd see 
more people in carrot soup", he muttered.

A second later, the engineer. Bill, rushed into 
the room. "Captain Starling is missing", he said. 
Captain Cooke reached for his gun. Suddenly, a
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laser beam smashed through the window and hit 
Cooke in the chest. Blood (and a half digested 
apple) splurted everywhere. "Ouch", said 
Cooke, and he collapsed. "Great", said Sam, 
"we're finished. We're out of fuel, without a 
pilot and we're having our men knocked down 
like nine-pins."

"You're a real optimist", said Bill sourly. Jim, 
the gunner, rushed into the room. "We're out of 
fuel", he gasped. Sam and Bill looked at each 
other and laughed. "Glad you found out", said 
Bill grimly, "I Say, what's happened to Cooke?", 
asked Jim. "What does it look like?", said Sam.

"I wonder who it was?" said Jim thoughtfully. 
"What it was may be closer to the truth", said 
Sam sourly.

There was a strangled roar. A cockpit hatch 
opened and in came a rog. (Rogs are beasts twice 
the size of men, that live on the moon of Mars.) 
A shot range out. Sam had seized his laser gun 
and pumped 59,000,000 volts into the rog. The 
rog screamed, howled, moaned and groaned but 
in the end the rog shrivelled up. Everyone but 
Bill cheered. Bill didn't cheer because a rog 
arrow had just speared him in the back. The 
arrow split his vertebrae and cut his spinal cord. 
He screamed.

Suddenly, over 300 rogs surrounded the D.C.7. 
Some of them had laser guns, the others had rog 
arrow guns. The rogs ordered Sam, Bill and Jim 
to come out. Sam and Jim obeyed, but Bill 
couldn't move. The rogs slew Bill.

The rogs led them to a huge gate. It was called 
Rog-Gate. Rog-Gate led to the rog settlement of 
Venus City, which was called "The Karz". Jim 
stared at Rog-Gate in wonder. "It's big isn't it?", 
he whispered.

The Karz was deep in the ground. In the Karz, 
the rogs mined a gem called "Simp".

The rogs led Jim and Sam deep into the Karz. 
They were about 60 kilometres below sea level.

Sam was angry. In his opinion these ugly, 
overgrown hamburgers had no right to push him 
around. Finally he said "All right. The joke's 
over. Where are we?" The rog closest to him sud
denly whispered. "Hold your tongue, Sam!" Sam 
stared at the rog. "Starling?" he whispered. The 
rog nodded, and led them on, down the dark tun
nels of the Karz.

They walked on slowly At last, the rogs had 
led them to the bottom of the Karz: the palace. 
They had walked about 130 kilometres from 
Rog-Gate. Upon a throne of Simp sat the high- 
rog. Next to the king rog, who lived on the moon 
of Mars, he was the leader. Jim stared at the 
high-rog. "He's certainly ugly", he thought. All 
the rogs (including Starling who was dressed up 
like a rog) saluted the high-rog. Sam couldn't 
stand it any longer. "I don't have my gun but I've 
got a knife", he thought. He leapt forward, flick
ed his knife out, and with a cry of "Bill" he stab
bed the high-rog. The high-rog roared and cried 
but in the end he died. All the rogs roared, and 

Starling threw off his costume, drew his gun and 
shot five rogs. Sam stabbed another rog and took 
its gun. Then he rushed down the hall, followed 
by Jim and Captain Starling, followed by three 
rogs. It would have been the end of them 
because the rogs had motor bikes, but Sam, Jim 
and Captain Starling found some bikes too, and 
off they went.

It took them five minutes to reach Rog-Gate. 
The D.C.7 (as you know) was out of fuel, so they 
ran to a rog-jet and took off. The three rogs leapt 
into another jet and also took off. J im seized the 
controls for the main gun turret on the jet and 
shot down the rogs' jet.

"Now", said Sam grandly, "now that that's 
over, after our first voyage, which if I remember 
correctly, was to Pluto, let's go back to Venus 
City."

These poems were the runners-up in the 
Suzanne Waller Memorial Prize for Poetry; 1987 
Melbourne Chronicle Literary Competition.

PHONEMER AND THE RINGS OF 
SATURN

Joel Dodge^ Year 7

Late one night at eventide
A merry boy named Phonemer
Stayed up late on the planet Earth
For he was an astronomer.
The year was 86 B.C.
The time was 12 o'clock
And there sat young Phonemer
In his frilly smock.
Studying the bright sparkling stars 
And the planets as well
Wondering what it's like on Mars,
Or in heaven or hell.
Looking, staring with his deep blue eyes 
He saw this sort of thing
Surrounding a planet called Saturn 
Phonemer called it a ring.
He examined his elegant planet
All the night long
Wondering what this ring is called 
And wondering if he's wrong.
So early the next colourful morn 
He told everyone his discovery 
People thought it was so good they fainted. 
But were quick to make their recovery.
And so all through the day
People ran around, preparing for a feast that 

night.
Gathering food and colourful flora
It was really a happy sight.
All the hours rushed away
And soon the sun went down
It was a windy and cloudy night 
And silence surrounded the town.
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Phonemer said: "Oh my, it's gone 
Someone must have stolen it!" 
and so because of this false alarm 
Phonemer was thrown in a pit. 
"Oh Silly me", said Phonemer 
"Of course it's in the sky 
It must have been behind a cloud 
For there it is up high!" 
The celebrations started at once 
While looking at the planet
Then a man tripped and hurt his finger 
On a piece of granite.
They quickly fetched a band-aid 
And wrapped it round his finger 
Everyone thought it looked so good 
They also wrapped one round their ringer. 
Immediately Phonemer said: 
"Hey, let's be like Saturn 
Have a ring around our finger 
In a funny pattern.
So it was agreed to do 
And as technology advanced 
They were made into metal rings 
With sparkling diamonds that danced.
So just remember when you get a ring 
On a special occasion
It was Phonemer the Astronomer 
Who worked out that equation.

MUTINY
Paul Chapman, Year 5

There once was young man.
His name Me phee. 
And he was a sailor to be.
One day he ventured out across the sea.
He was not captain, first mate, second or third 
But a mere deck hand with a lot of hard work. 
Scrub the deck said first mate, second and 

third too.
I'll show them 1 know I'll become captain!
And as it was to be, up the ranks went 

Me phee.
Cook and First mate passed him by. 
One day it happened Me phee became 

captain.
Me phee was full of glee and oh, it was a great 

time for Me phee.
Until there was mutiny.
Poor Me phee tied to the mast with ropes and 

chains.
Was not a pretty sight they gave fifty lashes 

from a whip
Then left him starving all night.
Off they went the whole entire crew, 
A few years later Me phee was found he was 

given a proper service
And they found the mutineers who were later 

hung for what they had done/ their family's 
in disgrace.

So if you are a sailor and have a family don't 
commit an act of mutiny.
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JITSET 
STRETCHES 

YOUR TRAVEL 
DOLLAR A LOT 

FURTHER.
Jetset is famous for unbeatable travel deals, including 
holiday packages to Israel.

The kind of deals you’d expect from Australia’s No. 1 
travel organisation. We give you a wider choice, more 
service and the best prices around.

Go ahead. Shop for better rates. But don’t be surprised 
if you end up with Jetset.

Nobody gives you more, for holidays at home and 
overseas.

NOBODY GIVES YOU MORE...

AUSTRALIAS No 1. "
Jetset House, 550 Bourke St., Melbourne.

Beth Weizmann Building, 584 St. Kilda Rd., Melbourne. 
Telephone:

606-0100
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