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These preliminary words are equally for the un-
jnitiated to whom Jewish script has no more significance
than hieroglyphics and who would handle the volume as
an ancient curio. They will also serve, however those
who, while recognising that the medium used is Jewish
script, are yet not conversant with a language which
forms a brotherly bond between the masses of World
Jewry.

The Table of Contents will give the comprehensive
scope of this work which was initiated by Arthur Rose
and Israel Sher and the Editorial work carried out by
Melech Ravitch,
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FOREWORD

in Yiddish, the language of more than ten

millions of the sixteen million three hundred
thousand Jews throughout the world. Tt is at the same
time a Jewish and an Australian book and that is why
1L has been printed in the language so well known to
the majority of Jews.

Should the book find its way to other lands it
will enlighten those of them who know mno English
about the Continent which, though we are living im
the period of the Radio-Avio-Talkies, remains to many
o Jules Verne—legend,

Should the book reach Jews in various parts of
Agastralia, to those who still keep up contacts with
their People through their mother tongue, it will speak
intimately of all that they would have under-
stood almost as well in English. But told in the mother
tongue its story rings out with a more familiar tone.

Jews are a People of Bogks. Everywhere they
spread out great literary branches throughout the
globe. To-day Yiddish is the most universal of languages
for the Jew, consequently the one with the most extem-
sive literature, a literature with which the English
yeader is well acquainted through the many translations
e its best authors, Hence its ambition to send out this
first delicate shoot in this far-flung land of beauty and
freedom.

T HIS is the first appearance in Australia of a bhook
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