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EDITORIAL

By RON ABEL

Soon after my arrival in Melbourne to take
up the post of Executive Director of the Vic-
torian Jewish Board of Deputies and of the
Executive Council of Australian Jewry, I felt
the need for a communal publication; a pub-
lication reflecting the community’s heart-beat
— its activities, cultural and secular and social.
So | welcomed the invitation to become the
Honorary Editor of the new ‘‘Melbourne
Chronicle™.

Whilst | know comparisons are odious, I
should like to commend 3 Communal publica-
tions published by the 3 Boards of Deputies
in 3 cities in my home country—South Africa:

“Jewish Affairs”” — Johannesburg,
‘‘Hashalom’,, — Durban,
*The Board's Eyeview — Capetown,

are an important link between all organisa-
tions affiliated to the Board of Deputies, and
the Jewish Community. (Each of the above
publications have been in existence over 20
years, and ‘‘Hashalom”, which I edited for 5
years prior to my departure to Australia, has
been in existence for 51 years).

What is the link with the Community? What
is a ‘‘communal mouthpiece?” It must fea-
ture:

1. A “Diary of events” — all meetings and
functions concerning the community.

2. It will publish itemis of communal interest
and importance from Jewish organisations.

3. It will be a platform for members of the
Community who have a flair for writing,
to have their work published.

4. It will feature a Youth Section, which
will feature items and articles submitted by
Youth and Student organisations.

5. It will have a social and personal page —
containing ‘‘Births, Marriages and Deaths”
as well as ‘‘Get-well” and other personal
announcements submitted by members of
the Community printed at a nominal cost.

Can the “MELBOURNE CHRONICLE" be-
come the mouthpiece of the Victorian Jewish
Community? It can — with your help. This is

a call to members of the Community, and to
all Jewish organisations and institutions to
ensure its success. It can be done, only with
your help. (If you have any enquiries, phone
me on 67-5341). Let's hear from you, let the
Community hear from you. Give us your ideas
and views and articles for publication.

T0 BE PROUD OF
BEING JEWISH

By YEHUDA SVORAY

A a recent conference in Jerusalem, the year
1976 has been declared as a ‘“‘crisis year for
the rallying of all forces in Jewry around
Zionism''.

The predated designation of any year as ‘a
year of crisis’ might not be a very fortunate
choice of slogan. After all, this same year
might still see a positive development in the
Jewish world and the Middle East and, on the
other hand, there is no guarantee at all, that
the very difficult period Israel and the world
Jewry are now experiencing, will be confined

to 1976.

But slogans aside, there is no doubt that the
basic problem of Israel is, just as in the past,
that the Arabs — both “‘moderate’ and ‘‘radi-
cal”. insist that Israel has no right to exist.
According to the ‘“‘Palestine Covenant” con-
sisting the basis for the attitude of the P.L.O.
and most Arab States towards the “‘Palestinian
Problem™, the dismantling of the State of
Israel is a basic tenet.

Chaim, Herzog, in his book *‘War of
Atonement’’, went further when he said that
the more sophisticated ‘Arabs, such as the
Egyptians and the Jordanians, engage in Arab
semantics in order to distinguish between
forms of peace. thus enabling them to avoid
a clear answer to the question of whether or
not Israel has a right to exist.

The existence of an independent, political
Jewish entity, in the heart of the Moslem-Arab
world is still unacceptable to most Moslem

Arabs.
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Peace in the Middle-East is far away also
because no country can make peace by itself,
and as one of Israel’'s top diplomats, Walter
Eytan, recently said ‘‘the Arabs as a whole
have not yet conceded that they stand to gain
more by peace, than by war’.

Why did Arab diplomatic strategy begin its
all-out offensive against Zionism, which the
Mufti of Lebanon, Khassan Khaled, in 1968
called “‘the enemy of man, of truth, of justice,
nay of God’’ ?

The Yom Kippur War — which opened so
disastrously for Israel — had proved to both,
the Arabs and the Soviets, that even under
optimal conditions the chances of outright
military victory over Israel are still very re-
mote.

While the situation of Israel must be re-
garded as most precarious from the economic
and inner-social point of view, and while the
continuous pressure on the average Israeli is
creating a crisis situation in which some less
stable elements are shoosing emmigration in-
stead of facing the problems, the Jewish State
as an entity has never been militarily stronger
and its basic economic structure more viable
than it is today.

The strategists planning Israel’s doom seem
to have come to two main conclusions:

1. Since the elimination of Israel is not
feasible under present circumstances, Israel
must be isolated from its allies and a wedge
driven between it and the United States of
America.

2. The continuous support of the Jews in
the world must be undermined so that the in-
habitants of the Jewish State will feel more
and more isolated, lose hope, and abandon
their “experiment’” or knuckle under Arab
tutelage.

When the Moslem-Soviet bloc speaks about
Zionism it means the continuous support of
world Jewry for the Jewish State. If a situa-
tion could be created where the majority of
Jews, for reasons of personal convenience or
of political embarassment, would turn their
back to Israel, if the Jewish State should be-
come a drawn-out, modern, hopeles Massada
— then the prospects for a slow disintegration

of Israel or a slow process of military attrition
would become a real option.

The need for unity of the Jewish people has
never been greater and more meaningful than
it is today. The Israelis in 1976 are under
pressure which might prove to be fatal: on
the one hand, they have to carry the brunt of
Israel’'s enormous security costs and at the
same time to withstand continuous threats and
psychological pressure.

The fact that 18,000 Israelis left in 1975
as against 20,000 Jews who came as “‘Olim”
must sound the alarm bell in every Jew's
mind.

The Jewish people have to make up their
minds whether Israel, the Jewish State, should
be just an episode in the life of the Jewish
people, or whether it is to stay a viable reality.
as long as National States exist.

In the words of Prof. Nathan Rothenstreich:
“Our struggle is with ourselves, over the pro-
blem of whether we shall continue to exist as
a people or live on the fringes of other socie-
ties? Celebrating the Sabbath and the holidays
has symbolic value ... but the question is
whether we want to preserve symbols of an
organic nation with all its national attributes?"’

Jewry may vegetate as a fading religious
minority or as an ethnic identity group cling-
ing to the past. But it can exist as a nation
only if the State of Israel exists, strong and
continuously strengthened.

The meaning of Zionism in 1976 is the
belief in the importance of Israel as the heart
of Jewish national existence, the belief that
the Jewish people — just as any other people
in the world — has the right and the duty to
maintain its own values, to further its own
social and political life in the only frarnc""‘:"'k
conducive to the full integra] development of
all facets of Jewish culture, Jewish religion
Jewish society in the Jewish State.

This is the reason for the great call for
identification of all Jews in the world with
Zionism. That is why organisations like the
progressive (Reform) Jewry of America, the
World Maccabi Union, the World Sephardi
Federation and Bnai Brit have this year offici-
ally joined the World Zionist Movement.
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Israel now needs a full mobilisation of any
Jews who are willing to help. It needs the
growing financial help. The gap between the
economic pressure exerted on the average
Israeli compared with the sacrifice made by
the average Jew in the Diaspora is still shame-
ful and totally unacceptable. If Jews in Israel
— who are in the centre of the storm, are
called to carry an ever-growing part of the
burden — then it is not too much for con-
scious Jews in the Diaspora to regard the
burden they have taken upon themselves
hitherto as absolutely inadequate, a fraction
of their real, necessary commitment.

Israel needs moral support. The Israeli must
feel that Jewry is not forsaking him.

The world loves the victor. The world loved
Israel when it was glamorously victorious in
the Six-Day War. When Israel’s future was in
danger and the oil pressure was on the Yom
Kippur War, the world — with the sole ex-
ception of the United States — left Israel to its
fate. Are the Jews to take the same attitude?

The average Israeli needs to feel that more
and more Jews come to visit Israel — without
regard to the security or the economic situation
— but in spite of it. They must see an ever-
growing flow of young volunteers and stu-
dents.

And Israel needs a continuous and swelling
stream of immigrants. Only the fact that Israel
today has nearly 3 million Jews, has brought
about the ever so slight change of attitude by
the Egyptians and the despair — albeit tem-
porary — of the possibility to eliminate the
State. Israel must be built not only from with-
out but even more — from within. And that
can only be done by Aliya from the “‘free
world”’, as well as Aliya from the Soviet
Union.

Rabbi Richard Hirsch, the Executive Direc-
tor of the World Union for Progressive Juda-
ism, said in his speech upon announcing the
new ‘‘marriage’”’ betwen his movement and
the World Zionist Movement: ‘‘No teacher is
more effective or cruel than history. The
bloody events of the 19th Century, culminat-
ing in the holocaust, dashed some of the illu-

sions of the founders of our movement. The
emancipation demanded of the Jew, so he
thought, that he had to dilute his peoplehood.
. . . The tenets of Zionism were validated.
And we learned that in order to assure our
continued existence as Jews only we and not
others had to define ourselves in our terms. . .
Zionism is the movement which restored the
right of self-definition to the Jewish people
and the State of Israel is the instrument for
achieving that self-definition.”

Every part of our people is working in its
own way to further certain aspects of our ex-
istence as Jews, be they religious or cultural,
be they expressed in Hebrew, in English, in
Ladino or in Yiddish.

But some problems are marginal while
others are essential, nay existential. Nobody
can look into the future and prophets — not
to mention political analysts — have often
proved wrong.

But there can be no doubt on one basic
question: The creation of the State of Israel
has been the greatest event in Jewish life at
least in our generation. The key for the future
of this enormous achievement is now in all our
hands. We can harness all the energy that is
left in this old body of ours, our nation, to
spoil the designs of those who would like this
greatest of our achievements undone. or we
can turn our backs and say: It is none of our
business.

If we do this, will we be able to look the
generation of our children and our children’s
children — into the eyes, when they will ask
us: “"And what did you do when Israel’'s ex-
istence was in danger?"’

We must be able to say: “We were there.
We did all we could.”

If we shall do all we can, the question
might never be asked. Israel — and Jews all
over the world — will be free to live and let
live with open options, with open hopes, with
pride in being Jewish!
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THE FATHER OF “FIDDLER ON THE ROOF”

Sholem Aleichem — immortal Jewish humourist (Sixty years after his death)

By YTZHOCK KAHN
Mendele, I. L. Peretz and Sholem Aleichem

are considered the three great modern Yiddish
writers — the classics of modern Yiddish
literature.

Mendele (Sholem Yacob Abramowitz (1836-
1917), has been called the grandfather of
modern Yiddish literature. I. L. Pereiz is known
in this scheme, as the father, and Sholem
Aleichem, in typical fashion is the self-styled
grandson.

In their own particular national idiom, these
three writers tackled the universal themes of
modern literature, immersed in the humanistic
traditions. Their characters portrayed the
timeless problems of man, presented in their
specific and uniquely Jewish guise. Their works
have been translated into many languages.

Of special significance is Sholem Aleichem
(Sholem Abramowitz 1859 -1916), who is
read by millions, in many languages including
Chinese. The great success of “‘Fiddler on the
Roof"" which is based on Sholem Aleichem’s
works, has created great interest in the writ-
ings of this great Jewish humourist, writings
which sixty years after his death (New York,
1916), seem as much alive and relevant as
they were in his lifetime.

Not only is he the doyen of Yiddish humour,
but he has also attained a prominent reputa-
tion in many countries, even though his works
lose so much in translation. Not only in
America and Russia, but even China. What
can a Chinese find in “‘Casrillivka”? ("'Cas-
rillivka” is the imaginary village of Sholem
Aleichem's writings, and as such has become
symbolical of Jewish life in the small homo-
genous villages beyond the pale in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth century, in
Russia and Poland.) It was here that Jewish
life centred around a unique set of customs
and evolving traditions. What could the
people who did not want to give up their
Chinese find in this long since vanished Jewish
world? If perhaps it is the very universal and
humanistic appeal of his characters. Whatever

Translated by ARNOLD ZABLE

the reasons for this popularity and appeal, it
is above all a result of talent, a creative talent
which has enabled Sholem Aleichem to bring
out in his characters from a specific bygone en-
vironment, that external quintessence, which
elevate them to the stature of everlasting re-
levance. They have become contemporaries of
every generation, characters which reveal deep
yet simple truths, and which portray that con-
tinuous flirtation between light and shade,
optimism and pessimism, through humour and
pathos.

Such creative talent has always been rare,
confined to the one or two greats of particular
national literatures — writers such as Spain's
Cervantes, England’s Dickens, America’s Mark
Twain, all of whom have in similar satirical
and humouristic fashion combined with their
particular national portrayed the
humane and universal appeals of their charac-
ters. As such, Sholem Aleichem has become
the major Jewish representative in the main
stream. of world literature.

idioms,

In his portrayals of ‘‘Casrillivka’’, and its
way of life, Sholem Aleichem opened up the
sluices and locks holding back dammed up
waves, and let out the floodwaters of joy and
humour over its impoverished lanes and by-
ways. Furthermore, with his musical rhythms,
he played into the very hearts of his people
and merged into their folk traditions. The
melody of Sholem Aleichem’s instrument of
humour acted as a balsam easing the burden
of tragedies and poverty, soothing the result-
ant burdens of social distress with affectionate
irony. "I know all too well,” he said of his
own village characters, “‘that you are over-
burdened with worries, but do not take them
to heart — that is useless. You see, to laugh at
your own misfortunes, that is the ideal cure!
So let us transform our tears into laughter.”

Humour and tragedy, these two sides of the
same coin, have always advanced arm in arm
in the writings of the great humorists. For the
audience and the reader, the former has al-
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way hidden the latter — acting as a mask for
tears. In one of his aphorisms Voltaire re-
marked ‘‘the humorist laughs, so that he will
not have to commit suicide’’. Humorists, rarely
willing to reveal their own afflictions, and yet
reveal the tragic inspirations of their works.
How different Mark Twain appears in his per-
sonal life, riddled with family tragedies, and
imbued with the deepest pessimism. But this
is well hidden in his public appearances, when
as he put it, one must ‘‘learn to live like an
actor in the drama of life, teach yourself also,
as an observer, to smile at your own misfor-
tunes’ .

I mention this because of Sholem Aleichem’s
famous epitaph, which he asked to be inscribed
on his tomb (and which inevitably loses much
in translation) :—

“‘Here lies a simple Jew,
Wrote Yiddish for his people,
And for the common folk he was,
A humorist and a writer;
His whole life laughed away,
Not a damn for the world,
The world made good,
And, he ‘Oi-Vie' was riddled with worries!

And just then, when the audience laughed,
Rolled in the aisles, enjoying themselves,
He himself suffered — as only God knows,

In secret, so that no one would see.’

Sholem Aleichem's leading novels are char-
acterised by the lively rhythms of the Jewish
village environment, an environment which
took generations to establish. His major
characters embody’ collectively, the traits de-
veloped by these generations. Sholem Alei-
chem managed to reveal these distinctive
qualities through his intuitive insight, to per-
ceive with his artistic instinct, rather than
through careful intellectual observation and
analysis.

About Tevye, the hero of the novel upon
which “‘Fiddler on the Roof’ is based, a well
known Jewish poet remarked: ‘“‘Tevye is the
Jewish Faust, the eternal searcher. But he does
not sell his soul ta the devil. He is typical of
Jewish history, the Jew who survives all dis-
asters. The more he is denied in life, the
harder he searches for its meaning within him-

self.”” In Tevye beats thq pulse of the tradi-
tional Jew. He portrays the optimism of a
belief in the highest good, despite their de-
pressing experience of life. Sholem Aleichem
revealed in Tevye the highest of humanitarian
values. He sees the world as full of evil — he
himself is both witness and victim of human
bestiality. He comes to symbolise a people
with a long and tragic historical memory, a
memory with a specifically Yiddish philoso-
phical and moral outlook; he is the national
conscience of humanitarianism, and in times
of tragedy the great consoler of his people.
Thus Tevye cried out in the ghettos of the
forties, ‘‘Gevald” do not despair! We will
overcome and outlive our enemies!

And similarly Tevye must withstand and
rationalise his tragic fate, when one of his
daughters converts, and the second suicides.
He withholds his tears, ‘‘So that my enemies
will not rejoice!”” And when he meets with
Chave, the daughter who converted, he covers
up his internal conflicts, and refuses to re-
cognise her. But he remarks to himself soon
after, '‘Why were you so excited? Why such
a fuss? Turn back your waggon and make
peace with her. She is your daughter after all.”
However, history and fate had already erected
a border, a barrier over which Tevye — and
Sholem Aleichem — could not cross.

Tevye personifies, as a collective hero, the
fate and hope of Jewish history. Menachem
Mendel, another one of his leading characters,
is the expression of another dominant trait —
enthusiasm! [ cannot accept the opinion of
those who see him as representative of the
materialistic speculator. Despite failure after
failure, Menachem Mendel remains undaunted.
He embodies the Jewish refusal to break down
under the heavy blows of fate. In his final
letter he is just as youthful and optimistic as
in his first. Even though he has burnt his
fingers so often, he continues to play around
with fire. He thus portrays the traditional
Jewish spiritual restlessness which has pro-
duced too many Messiah seekers and countless
prophets. One can see in him that universal
spiritual restlessness, permeated with optimism
— a restlessness which persists despite all his
failures, and spurs him on to new goals and
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inspires fresh hopes. Explorers, founders of
revolutionary movements, creators of new
ideas, experimenters and inventors, great men
of medicine, have all alike appeared to the
self-satisfied, practical minded and ‘‘well bal-
anced’ as hopeless battlers and ‘‘shlimiels”, as
the famous Jewish phrase puts it: in fact, as

“Menachem Mendels™.

The tendency to regard both Tevye and
Menachem Mendel, and the many other char-
acters of Sholem Aleichem, as based on reality
alone is misleading. If I were to make a gen-
eral mobilization of his many characters, it
would be quite easy to show that Sholem
Aleichem structured them out of typical Jewish
speech patterns, out of the proverbs and say-
ings which he picked up and then let lose as
it were, to run wild on a stage which he had
himself constructed for them. And if they ap-
pear to us to be so alive and recognisable, this
is Sholem Aleichem’s great achievement. It is
a true witness to his great artistic talents! All
his works reflect the solving of the problem
of the relationship between fiction and reality
— the artist does not merely produce photo-
graphic representations, but also uses the
characters he perceives, as raw material for
his creative talents and literary skills.

These skills are also reflected in Sholem
Aleichem’s famous child characters such as
“Motel Peisie” and ‘‘Topele Titaratoo”. In
contrast to other Jewish writers, who treated
such themes seriously to portray the dire pov-
erty, distress and at times the complete bare-
ness of the state of these children, Sholem
Aleichem treated them as the embodiment of
the freedoms, joys and innocence of child-
hood. These two characters, for example, the
former an orphan and the other a poverty-
stricken stutterer, are classics in world litera-
ture comparable to Dicken's Oliver Twist and
Mark Twain's Huckleberry Finn. In fact, the
child was always present in Sholem Aleichem,
and this playful spirit permeates his work.

Many of the emotions which Shakespeare
portrayed in his dramas, Sholem Aleichem
portrayed in his monologues, novels, short
stories and letters. A born virtuoso of langu-
age he realised instinctively that folk dialogue
was the ideal means to bring out the intimate

nature of his heroes. Not only did he use
typical speech patterns and proverbs, but he
was also an innovator who created proverbs
which were in turn assimilated by his readers.
With his exceptional verbal powers, and his
skilful organization, he managed to reveal the
beauty, pathos and joy, resignation and faith,
the philosophies and episodes which had accu-
mulated over decades to become the Jewish
experience, consciousness and way of expres-
sion. In such a way he brought out *‘the soul
on a tongue’’, and built up a unique replica of
a dynamic Yiddish civilization.

He brought out the humanism and morality
of his village characters, a code of ethics
tingled with pathos and embodied in the
poverty stricken village teacher, who would
dream of the fortunes he would denote in the
interests of world peace.

Sholem Aleichem presents his characters in
many guises and situations. He wanted to re-
veal the dynamic qualities of Jewish life in
contrast to the severe judgement ‘‘Mendele’’,
who observed some of the more static and
regressive elements of Jewish life in the nine-
teenth century. Sholem Aleichem's characters
are always on the move — either travelling in
their primitive horse and carts, or embarking
on long journeys with far reaching consequ-
ences. This was the period when the mass-
migration from Europe began. His village char-
acters are often balanced on the borderlines
dividing reality from the dreams and fantasies
of their old world and their pending arrival in
the new. America is seen as Utopia with its
misleading winks and promises of fortunes.
The emigrating villagers are full of expecta-
tions, their ambitions high. Later on they will
realize that they were tragically mistaken,
meanwhile, however, they anticipate the best.

In describing their illusions and hopes.
Sholem Aleichem's brilliant humour is reflect-
ed in the physical and psychological gestures
of this emigrating crowd, floating in the clouds
and reaching out with the hope of grasping the
unattainable utopia they have longed for. In
contrast to ‘“Mendele’”’, a severe social critic
with biting satire, Sholem Aleichem appro-
aches this grotesque and often tragic theme
with an understanding sympathetic humour.
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Tragedy was inevitable when the villagers
were eventually forced out of their fantasy
world to face reality and to realize the wide
gap between dream and reality — between
aspirations and the feasibility of their high
hopes. Their illusions had melted, the mirage
had vanished. This is the prosaic-tragic finale,
summed up by one of these village emigrants
in her final letter, in her moment of realiza-
tion: '‘Ah, well, there is no happiness on earth.
There is only the striving for happiness. But
happiness is no more than a dream, a fantasy.”

For in all the classics, the comic figure is in
reality a tragic figure, and outer appearances
serve only as a mask and a facade. Sholem
Aleichem’s works in their deeper analysis, are
classics of tragedy; but in a positive sense he
attempted to reveal this grotesque picture to
help the Jewish masses of his period free
themselves from their depressing burdens. He
did not laugh at his ‘“‘shlimeils’”’, he laughed
with them. At it was then when he brought
out the true pathos of his heroes, his times and
his environment, that he could transform this
humourous assessment into a positive optim-
istic humanism.

In his works one can discover a fatherly
love and concern which spreads beyond the
confines of his own family to his people and
mankind generally. He becomes their defen-
dant and insists on their right to exist as a
people, as they are with all their voices and
virtues — as still entitled to happiness and
experience. In turn he was regarded by his
people not only as a great writer, but as a
discerning and sympathetic observer who held
up the mirror to his close ones and showed
them how funny their wrinkles and creases
really were.

I would conclude with Sholem Aleichem's
Will to his children: ‘‘Perhaps you, or your
children will learn how to love our people and
to appreciate and assess her treasures, which
are scattered in various corners and pockets
of our history. That would be the best reward
for my faithful work in the field of language
and Yiddish literature.”

JEWISH ARTISTS
IN AUSTRALIA

By A. SHAW

Percy White was born in Lithunia in 1885,
the second child in a family of nine. In 1902
he went to England where he had a studio of
fine arts and from there, in 1925, he came to
Australia with his wife and family.

Percy was held in high esteem in art circles
and was voted Patron of Bezalel Fellowship
of Art until his death on the 23rd December,
1966. Although he was considered to be a
classical realist, his last canvasses showed a
tendency towards impressionism, especiaily
the very few landscapes he painted in the last
yvears of his creative life.

Every artist must show a considerable talent
in drawing, and Percy’s canvases revealed an
exceptional gift with regard to this. He was
therefore most upset when he saw paintings
of academic value which were badly drawn.
However, he did express great admiration for
the work of Louis Kahan, being convinced
that this artist reached the peak of fame for
his craftsmanship and accuracy in drawing.

Percy spent some time at the Vilna art
school, where his fellow student was Marc
Chagall. He won a scholarship to the Academy
in Leningrad where he studied for 4 years.
Later, at the Royal Academy in Berlin, he
studied under Max Liberman. He was also a
member of the Royal Academy in London for
many years.

Percy was most known and respected for
his portraiture of very distinguished personali-
ties. He used to speak about his models and
their conversations, and how he transferred
the character of each individual on to the
canvas. After these sessions he would com-
ment: ““When I look at the portrait, if I get
the feeling that I can hear the voice of the
sitter, then | am satisfied.”

Some of the most outstanding portraits he
painted were:

The Right Hon. Sir Isaac A. Isaacs, P.C.,
G.C.B.,, M.G,, K.C., first Jewish Governor-

General of Australia.
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Sir John Monash, G.C.M.G,, K.C.B., LL.D.,
a General in the Australian Army.

Sir Robert Menzies, Prime Minister of Aus-
tralia.

Sir John McFarland, Kt. M.A., LL.D.,
Chancellor of Melbourne University.

Lord Huntingfield, Governor of Victoria,

Rabbi Dr. Sir Israel Brodie.

Rabbi Dr. M. Sanger.

Rabbi J. Dunglow, Chaplain-General.

Rabbi Chaim Gutnik, Chaplain.

Mr. A. Feiglin, Founder-Principal of Mount
Scopus College;, and many other well known
personalities in Australia and overseas.

Percy White was deeply grieved when his
beloved wife, Minnie, died. 18 months later,
at the age of 81, he passed away. This was
a great loss for the community, and art as
whole. He was mentioned by our distinguished
Mr. A. Zbar, as the Doyen amongst Jewish
artists in Australia. In his humble way for his
artistic abilities, he rightly deserved the title.

THE STORY OF A GIRL

By M. AJZENBUD

The intersection at Flinders Street station
was suddenly ablaze with green light: Go!

Actually Sam, tightly pressed in among the
crowd was ail set to rush across the intersec-
tion together with the bewildered mass as soon
as the signals changed. His aim was to dash
up the steps of the station, become one of the
seething mass of humanity, and then, to catch
the train on platform No. 11.

Catching the train wasn't sport for Sam,
not a race, like the greyhounds that chase the
electric hare. Catching this train meant that
he would arrive five minutes earlier.

In other quieter moments Sam would ask
himself: *“What do you actually do with these
extra five minutes?” And he could never find
a satisfactory answer which would justify his
mad running, the jostling of people in the
crowd, the dodging and collisions,

The excuse that he did this so that he could
get a seat in the carriage sounded comically
hollow even to himself: *‘After all, you stand

on your feet for ten hours a day and an-
other eight minutes are too much for you?"

“That’s it!"”" Sam decided. ‘‘I'm not going
to rush any more. There is always another
train. What's the hurry!”

But when he arrived just after five at the
intersection of Flinders Street station, he was
again infected with the crowd's momentum.
Just as a compass-needle starts to vibrate as it
comes under the influence of a magnetic field,
so Sam was moved by the stirring of the
crowd.

Mechanically he handed over the pennies
to the Herald boy, rolled his newspaper up
and as always, hurried to catch the 5.17.

When he was finally seated comfortably be-
side the window, his newspaper opened; he
felt like a victor, a conqueror,.

But soon he realized that he had done very
little towards this achievement. It was the
impetus of the crowds that had moved him
along; that had awakened in him the urge to
push himself forward. The individual and the
crowd: just like a drop which by its continual
action causes a rock to crack, so this thought
began to bore into Sam's mind, especially
when he thought of himself as conqueror. Does
the mass have any free-will, an unfaltering
will which is built on the desire to achieve a
short term aim? The mass has one aim: to
get out of the city as quickly as possible and
scatter into its thousands of homes; to become
separate units, to establish its own idenlity; to
fit into the family circle. In a crowd a person
has no identity. Legs that run when the green
light says: Go! And as soon as it changes to
red: Stop!

With these thoughts Sam arrives home ex-
actly on time. He opens the front door and
starts walking from one room to the next.
Then it becomes clear to him that all the rush
is nothing more than an automatic reaction;
that it is completely unnecessary. He could
have come home exactly half an hour later
and would have missed nothing.

* % %

Sam changed his routine. This happened
accidentally. The heat and humidity were suf-
focating. The glowing houses reflected the
heat like ovens. The exhaust fumes left be-
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hind by cars hung around the footpath making
him feel nauseous. His sweaty shirt clung to
his body and his throat was dry.
nothing to spit out.

There was

His legs automatically carried him to the
railway station. But somehow the tired crowd
seemed less dense, sloppier and without mo-
mentum. However the mechanism which re-
gulates peoples actions started to evolve its
own will, as if through a mist.

A glass of cold beer...

His legs began to slow down. His eyes, un-
til now focussed on a point somewhere red
and green, began searching for a new door.

Sam went into the pub, asked for a glass
of the brown foaming cold liquid and started
to drink it down in one gulp.

He saw her through the foamy glass.

He stopped in the middle of drinking to
look at her. She was standing shy, blushing
youthfully, with her eyes lowered. So that he
could continue to look at her he ordered an-
other beer. There was some quality about her
that mesmerized him.

He wondered at the indifference to the
girl shown by his fellow drinkers. Even felt
some resentment towards them: there they
were standing in groups of three or four,
smoking, interrupting each other speaking,
and remaining oblivious to her.

It was only when the bell started to ring
and the publican called out “Time gentlemen,
please!”” that Sam realized that he had been
standing there for nearly an hour...

The next day he went back again. The girl
was in the same spot but she iooked slightly
different. Her naked throat was whiter, long-
er; accentuated by her hair which was swept
up and held in place by an ivory hair comb.
Sam was drawn closer to her wanting to reach
out and touch her white throat.

After the second week he began to think
that the girl in the bar saw no one but him,
Sam. She looked at him. It seemed that her
head was bent timidly and yet her eyes met
his gaze. They were smiling with a hidden joy
which warmed the soul...

He tried to get closer, but as always at this
time after work the bar was full of people

drinking, talking about football and the races,
rolling cigarettes.

The sun broke through the narrow windows
near the ceiling throwing light on the girl so
that she appeared as if she had forgotten to
put her clothes on. And so she stands, her
youthful breasts warming in the sun, her back
turned giving' the impression that she was
looking for something on a chair. And her
smile, the warm lovely shy smile that was
spinning a web around Sam'’s soul caught at
his heart strings.

It seemed to him that at any moment she
would reach out to touch him; take his heart
in her soft warm dainty girlish hand gently,,
as you would caress a young snow-white kit-
ten; and would feel his heart beating quickly.

Beneath his shirt he could feel his heart
pounding, sounding like hammers hitting on
an anvil. Looking around him he was sure that
those close by could hear the beating of his
heart and that they were looking at him cur-
iously. But no one took any notice of Sam or
of the girl.

Sam felt constricted. He wanted to grab
the girl in his arms and run outside with her.
He wanted to yell out: “‘Are you blind? Look
at this dazzling beauty! She stands here in
front of you and yet you don't see her...”

In one gulp he finished his cold beer and
left, determined never to return.

% % %

She soothed his sweaty brow to which moist
ringlets of hair clung. Now she was almost
naked, wearing only a pair of shoes and stock-
ings pulled up to the knee. Her smile was as
it was on the first day when she captured
his soul. He reached out his arms but was
afraid to touch her in case she disappeared
into the mist. Unable to quell the desire, his
arms stretched out to her of their own accord.
The tips of his fingers just reached her. Only
to come in contact with a hard wall, a trans-
parent wall between the girl and his fingers.
All his fingers could feel was the cold wall
between them.

Glass, a glass wall. Suddenly it all made
sense. Someone had put a glass wall between
them so that he could see her but that was
all...
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choked cry; one that a mountain climber might
give as he just reached the summit of a moun-
tain he has strived to climb only to suddenly
find himself hurtling down a crevasse.

His own scream woke him. Around him it
was dark silent — night.

In the morning he woke up tired, angry,
with red eyes. He was still throbbing with the
disapointment of something which was so
close and yet unattainable..,

* k%

Red-headed Jack, better known to his
friends as Bluey, immediately noticed that
Sam was strangely different; that his machine
was not working properly; that he stared at
the drawings but nothing registered.

It it had been Monday morning Jack would
have understood. He often felt like that on
Monday after a heavy day's drinking on Sun-
day...

However it was in the middle of the week
so Jack approached Sam, ‘‘What's eating you
up mate? Spit it out, you'll feel better. Stick
a finger down your throat,” he said showing
how, ‘“‘deeper, and you'll feel much better.”

Sam didn't need to stick a finger down his
throat. He was unable to hold back what was
eating him up and so started talking with short
hesitant words, short of breath. Finally the
story began to unfold.

Jack made it easier for Sam. He casually
rubbed the yellow tobacco in the palm of his
hand, separated the tobacco in the cigarette
paper, skilfully rolled it and holding it in two
fingers, licked the paper.

Sam finished relating the story about the
girl. He at once felt a sense of relief mixed
also with a feeling that he had lost something.
He even felt a little ashamed for revealing
himself like this, but it was too late. Jack
smoked his cigarette with a serious expression
on his face as if he was about to expound some
very important information; to do this he
needed an audience. He beckoned with his
hand and soon a group had formed around
Sam and Jack. Jack inhaled deeply and with
the voice of experience announced:

“Sam is in love.”

“Good on ya,” said the guys slapping him

on the back. ‘‘But that's not all,”” Jack con-
tinued, ‘‘Sam is in love with Chloe. You know,
that painting of the naked girl which was
found in the ceiling of an early Melbourne
brick house being demolished. It's now hang-
ing in its original state in the bar of ‘Young
and Jacksons'!”

“I've drunk there hundreds of times and
never noticed the painting,”” Jimmy said.
*““Who looks at the wall in a pub? You should
look in the barman’'s eyes to make sure he
fills your glass properly and without a head...”

The workers smiled and returned to their
machines.

YIDDISH POETS IN AUSTRALIA

By GEDALIAH SHAIAK

(Continuation)

Two other poets whose work is more pro-
lific at present, are Abraham Cykiert and Ja-
cob Rosenberg, both of Melbourne. Neither
of them has a book published yet. Both came
from Lodz, Poland, and shared in their early
youth the same experiences in the LLodz Ghetto
and miraculously survived. They arrived in
Australia in 1948, acclimatised themselves
and matured in the Jewish cultural environ-
ment of Melbourne. Here their similarities end.

Cykiert is the more outspoken type, tempe-
ramentally and emotionally. Rosenberg is re-
served, cooler and practical. Also their up-
bringing and educational backgrounds differ
basically, although they are almost the same
age.

Jacob Rosenberg attended the Yiddish
School in Lodz and comes from a working-
class family. From the Ghetto he was deported
to Auschwitz and from there to other concen-
tration camps, and luckily was liberated by
the American Army on 8th May 1945. He
later turned up in a D.P. camp in Italy whence
he came to Australia. He, too, made his debut
in The Jewish Post, in 1952, with a short poem,
“‘Traders’’, an outcry against warmongers,

His verse is of the emotional school, direct
and shot through with pathos. He also writes
essays and a book of his is in the making. His
poem, ‘‘Yash, You Are Cain', is an outburst
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of anger and scorn against the Poles. The name
Yash (Jas) is Australia’s Jack and Russia’s
Wanka. The poem was born after hearing the
outrageous news that the Poles had decided to
destroy the old Jewish cemetery in Lodz, where
his ancestors for generations had been laid to
rest. Upset by this news, he wrote his poem:

I recall the stormy days of May in Poland,

When in streets the masses fought for freedom;

And high above hung sky in bluish colour—

Red flags in streets were fluttering in wind

And people were surging forth like flowing
rivers—

A multitude of brotherhood, fidelity

With pledge and song of “Internationale”.

When May will come again to Poland,

And fields will turn green in flower,

Again will march my father and his comrades,

Arisen from their graves unknown,

Their bony limbs, fists clenched in anger,

Will spear you through with empty eyeholes—

You Poles, informers and betrayers,

Who then, at times of Jewish suffering and
terror,

Amused yourselves with slaying and their death.

iRosenberg’s poems and fables appear perio-
dically in the “Jewish News". The recent
verses obviously bear a more intense reality
infused with a message of his unwavering
faith in human values.

¥ ¥ ¥

Abraham Cykiert is a disciplined poet. He
attended the Lubavitch Yeshivah Tomchai
Tmimim in Lodz and but for the outbreak of
the war, he would have been ordained as a
Rabbi at an early age. After the liquidation of
the Lodz Ghetto, he was deported to Buchen-
wald, and subsequently to other death-camps.

Picturing him in retrospect, we have a poet
of another mould. His background, Talmudic
education, and his tragic experiences give him
a wide scope of self-expression,

He made his debut at the age of fourteen
with a short poem in the daily “Nayer Folks-
blat’. His authentic reports of Buchenwald ap-
peared in ‘‘The Manchester Guardian”, in
1945, translated by Marian Gide.

Cykiert's prose style is lively, vibrant and,
to a point, controversial. His poetry has depth,
rhythm and a true dramatic ring. His verse is
a blend of the classic and the contemporary.

His vocabulary is interlaced with Talmudic and
mystic allusions, as illustrated in his poem

“Good Morning Man"':

In all my robes

I stand before thee—nude,
Thou see—

All roads

Are ploughed clods
Leading to nothingness.

At dawn a beggar crieth
Into my window;

You stealeth my house
And the ghosts

Who dwelleth within.

How lonely, O God

There is no one before whom to cry,
Everything is alien,

Even the ghosts

Aren’t anymore mine.

Good morning, man, good morning,
Let us go together, lonely

From house to house

And sings

We are orphans without a mother.

And perhaps someone will give us bread
And maybe an onion, too,

And from a window

A coin will drop

Wrapped in a soul.

His themes range from the individual to na-
tional and human relations. Cykiert dedicates
many of his poems to the martyrs of the holo-
caust, giving them various interpretations. His
verse is condensed and spontaneous, suggestive
and lyrical; his language imaginative and con-
templative and his metaphor extremely esote-
ric. Below are the first and the last stanzas of
his symbolic poem dedicated to the known
Yiddish-Russian poet Yosef Kerler, a poet who
fought for the right to leave Russia for many
years and only recently was fortunate enough
to reach Israel, where he is now settled.

A NIGHT LIKE THIS...

A night like this, aglow in Summer’s fever.
Midnight has passed. Aurora rises shortly—
Angel sleep reverts to a final nap;

The sun bears day in a fiery carriage.

A night like this. The silence weighs weary.
The sleep is gone, no need to be awakened.
I worship all my life secluded

In darkness—in search of discovering myself.
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Asleep in garden stands an old sick thorn, will under the skies of Old Jerusalem find the

With mystic-face veiled and hidden, desired haven for his self-expression and ly-
In mirror of remembrance there rical outpourings.
A sound had struck—first ray of morn. .
One must conclude that Yiddish poetry,
)n roads lies solace—whispers night to me: although not so abundant as Yiddish prose,
Know how to question when in search for thee. . .
published in the last quarter of a century,
Last year he wrote a series of poems dedicat- loses nothing in terms of quality.
ed to Old Jerusalem. It took him later many
. . k  k %k
months of painstaking work to put them on
special paper in caligraphic Rashi-script for ERRATA: In the poem of Yosel Birstein
publishing in an offset volume. , AT MY DOOR in the first issue of this Jour-
This grandiose project, however, did not nal, on page 1, were the following misprints:

materialise for the simple reason that he sud-
denly decided to settle in Israel. He already
left for Jerusalem.

Let us hope that this esteemed poet who

Line one should read:

ON MY BACK | BEAR MY ALIEN TAG.
Third line, 4th stanza:

for three decades graced and enriched in TO HEAR A WORD, A SONG WILL
many ways our cultura]l life in Melbourne, FOLLOW.,
P B S S B & & G B T S S S S G S B S S T

With Compliments of. ..

Grossma Wholesalers Pty. Ltd.

IMPORTERS & WHOLESALERS OF ISRAELI BRANDIES and WINES ness o
Also CHEESE, DRY FRUIT, CANNED FISH, NUTS and OTHER EDIBLE PRODUCTS
51-63 THISTLETHWAITE ST., SOUTH ME LBOURNE, VICTORIA 3205, AUSTRALIA

Telephone: 699-2299
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With Compliments of. ..

Tailors Trimmings Company (Aust.)

232 FLINDERS LANE,
MELBOURNE, 3000
Telephone: 63-3231
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The World is yours to discover

with

“ASTRONAUT"

There are so many holidays to ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD and Astronaut Travel
Service has some excellent programs to take you to beautiful places. Such as the exotic
EAST with bustling cities, colourful street stalls. And unbeatable duty free goods.
There's Singapore for 10 days from only $504.30*. Or 14 days Singapore, Java and
Bali from only $727.10*. And you can choose from many other holidays.

Astronaut also entices you to the Pacific to swaying palms, beautiful beaches and golden
sands. The Pacific offers you the holiday of your life. How about 10 days, 7 nights in
Sunny Honolulu from as low as $563.60 out of Sydney. And that's only ONE idea,

As for Europe, there are great opportunities for you to enjoy London's exciting pace of
life. Then sail into your dreams and head off to Italy, France, Austria — Europe is at your
disposal. Just think of it! 20 days in London and Europe from only $1,063.00*. And
there's more just like it.

Contact Astronaut Travel Service for further details

*Prices from Sydney and Melbourne. All fares subject to variation.

Astronaut Travel Service Pty. Ltd.

MELBOURNE SYDNEY

18th Floor, M.L.C. Building, 4th Floor, Piccadilly Court,
Cnr. Collins & Elizabeth Streets, 222 Pitt Street,
Telephone: 62-0041 Telephone: 266-102
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With the Compliments of . . .

DEL-MONTI SUITS

MAKERS OF FINE QUALITY MEN'S SUITS

* * *

SUITS DIRECT FROM WORKROOM TO YOU

154-156 HIGH STREET, PRESTON, VIC. 3072

Telephone: 44-0567

200 WHITEHORSE ROAD, BLACKBURN, VIC. 3130

Telephone: 877-3316

1st FLOOR, 8-10 McRAE STREET, DANDENONG

Telephone: 791-4435

L]
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With Compliments of ...

Semel Hosiery Mills

68-72 BAKER ROAD, COBURG, VIC.

Telephone: 35-2302

With Compliments of ...

M. Sanders & Co. Pty. Ltd.

IMPORTERS, DISTRIBUTORS OF TAILORS' TRIMMINGS
COTTON, SILK, WOOLLEN & WORSTED PIECE GOODS

CARLTON HOUSE, 289 FLINDERS LANE, MELBOURNE, 3000
TELEPHONES: 63-8866 (3 lines)

UNIQUE SHOES

71 PAISLEY STREET,
FOOTSCRAY
A. DOREMBUS

EENNIUEENNE AN G NN AN NN NN AN NI NI AN AN NNNEESOENEEORNEOER

347-4155
[ _|

Phone:

Stephen Manufacturing Co. [T

116 Bouverie Street,
Calton, Vic. 3053

|

“DISTINCTION ORIGINAL REGD.”
BETTER CLASS LADIES' COATS

STEPHEN GOLDBERG

Lewins Shoes

188 NICHOLSON STREET,
FOOTSCRAY

Telephone: 68-1960
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With Compliments of ...

FOR FREE HOME DELIVERY RING 94-2542

S. Rushinek

DUINT WD WONLIPIVIND

JOVIRN PR MDY MDD LYVIORNY YVOYa
CONTINENTAL BUTCHERY
BEST QUALITY MEAT, POULTRY & SMALLGOODS

223 BARKLY STREET, ST. KILDA, 3182

With Compliments of ...

Blicways

LADIES' CLOTHING MANUFACTURERS
23 WANGARATTA STREET, RICHMOND

Telephone: 42-4688

With Compliments of ...

Goldy’s

COFFEE LOUNGE AND RESTAURANT
CONTINENTAL MEALS SERVED

212 LITTLE COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE, 3000
(opposite Victoria Hotel)

For bookings phone: 63-1034 Props. Mr. & Mrs. A. GOLDBERG
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With the Compliments of

M. RECHT ACCESSORIES

TRIMMING FOR THE CLOTHING TRADE

126-132 FLINDERS LANE, MELBOURNE, VIC., 3000
Telephones: 63-7457, 63-8583

LYGON SHOE STORE

A. KRYWIATICKI
FOR QUALITY AND STYLES LOCAL AND IMPORTED SHOES
323 LYGON STREET, CARLTON, VIC.

Telephone: 347-6813

H arry’s Shoe Store

235 BARKLEY STREET, FOOTSCRAY
Also at

60 IRVING STREET

With the Compliments of . . .

TOPIAL TAILORING

636 GLENHUNTLY ROAD,
CAULFIELD
(Cr. Glenhuntly Road & Clarinda Street)
STAFFORD & ELLINSON
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