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Editorial
“OUR VOICE

It is just over 30 years now since the libera-
tion from the camps — and there 1s no forget-
ting. Our yearly witness is the moving ceremony
of our Warsaw Ghetto Commemoration.

Year by year, we come in our hundreds to
pay homage to our six million Martyrs. And
this year, there will be an even greater presence
— old and young — mingling together to link
the pain of yesterday with tomorrow’s hope.
Because this year, the programme caters for
both the Yiddish-speaking and English-speaking
members of the community, and also caters just
as importantly for the youth members of the
community, the majority of whom were not
even born at the time of the Holocaust, but who
will ensure that the future generations are re-
minded of the tragedy of our people.

TRADITION

The years have set their stamp of tradition
on our simple rituals of grief: the kindling of
six flames; the intoning of the Hazkarah by the
Cantor and choir; two compelling addresses,
this year one in Yiddish and one in English,
with a few choice recitations again in Yiddish
and English given by the children and by the
youth.

English and Yiddish . . . our English and
their Yiddish, our voice and theirs of yesterday
— the unforgettable. So fitting.

YIDDISH

Invariably, it is the Yiddish speaker who gives
the memory its haunting voice. The mama-
loshen of Yiddish is memory’s language, the
shtetl’s forked tongue of grief and laughter. The
sobriety of English knows none of its intimate
accents of pain, of longing, of hope; Yiddish
alone carries the familiar tone of Jewish life.

And so we gather together in the Melbourne
Town Hall and in the Carlton Cemetery, in con-
vocation, to mourn, but not only to mourn. To
gather strength and to guarantee our future;
each of us six million times magnified; each of
us six million times more determined; each of
us six million times sanctified by our tasks and
duties.

I wonder whether those present ever give a
thought to those on the Board of Deputies

AND THEIRS”

Communal Relations Committee, who have
laboured to make this Day of Remembrance
the notable occasion it is. It takes so much
thought and anxious planning over many months
to bring this vast assembly together.

TRIBUTE
This service to the community by the Board
and other sponsoring bodies should not go un-
acknowledged, and tribute is paid to each and
every member of that Committee who has con-
tributed so greatly to the programme of the
function which calls on the community ¢o

remember.
RON ABEL, Editor.
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M anifesto

“A Blue Flash caught my eye, a point peeped
from each fold,

Six points all bent — The Star of David Blue,

A sudden pounding took me by my throat,

My blood streamed stronger and hot words
leaped out,

There it is — there — the Badge of Honour
of the Jew.”

The Warsaw Ghetto uprising marks the end
of an epic and the beginning of a new episode
in the history of the Jewish people. It marks the
time when as a people, the Jews stopped run-
ning, but stood united in a common goal against
a common enemy.

Certainly Jews had fought in earlier times,
but as a single event it towers over all others
as a proclamation that the Jewish people would
not be destroyed, that the Jewish people would
no longer be the international refugee, that the
Spanish Inquisition, the expulsions from Spain
and Portugal, England and France, that the
pogroms, and the Nazi pestilence was behind
them. Not just an act of defiance in vain but an
act of hope.

We honour here tonight the fighters, not only
of the Warsaw Ghetto, but of every ghetto,
every concentration camp, every partisan group
that raised the Jewish flag in revolt. We com-
memorate their memory and the victory — the

[ Melbourne Chronicle

® April 1976 ] 1




victory of the survival of the Jewish people,
which led to the establishment of the Jewish
State — Israel.

The lie has been told that Jews walked
meekly to their deaths; but we remember not
only Warsaw, but Sobibor, Czestochowa, Treb-
linka, Bialystok, Vilno, and wherever resistance
was given. Party loyalties were forgotten, as the
single-minded belief erupted in defiance — AM
YISRAEL CHAIL

For the new generation, the Warsaw Ghetto
is in the dim past, but the message of the up-
rising stands still today as a monument of hope
and belief in the Jewish people. The heroes of
the Warsaw Ghetto did not die in vain, but
should pride in our heritage be lost, should the
creeping assimilation continue, should Jewish
history and culture be forgotten in an attempt
to be the same as our neighbours, should
parents no longer teach their children of Judaism
— then the Warsaw Ghetto will too be for-
gotten. It is our duty and each of us must act

as if we too were with the fighters — fighting
for the Jewish people.

That is the message tonight — the message
of the Jewish freedom fighters.

* % %

All members of the Jewish community are

urged to observe the 27th April with due solem-

nity by not holding any function of a joyous

nature on this day, and to kindle six candles on

Monday evening, 26th April, in memory of the
six million martyrs and heroes.

It is hoped that all members of the com-
munity will attend the Commemoration in the
Melbourne Town Hall, at 8.00 p.m., which is
being organised by the Victorian Jewish Board
of Deputis, in conjunction witht he State Zionist
Council, “Kadimah”, Katzetler, and all organisa-
tions affiliated to the Board.

The main speakers at this function will be
Mr. Ch. Lazar (Yiddish) from Israel, and Rabbi
E. Sultanik (English).

DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE

by JULIUS ROSETTENSTEIN

The Jewish people, throughout the ages, has
experienced its history together as one people.
At Sinai all the people were gathered together,
at Auschwitz all the people were gathered to-
gether, in 1948 all the people were exhilarated
as one by the establishment of the State of
Israel, and today when we are beginning to hear
once again the calls which through the ages
have come out for our destruction, all our peo-
ple are coming together. But this time we
come with a new determination which the
world, it seems, must yet be made aware of.
With Auschwitz and Warsaw, Riga and Treb-
linka in our past we are steeled with a new
strength, determined by a fierce resolve, com-
manded by a six-million-fold voice from our
past: We will survive.

We recall the innocence and heroism of those
who died at the murderous hands of the Nazis
and resolve in their name that the new voices
which call for our destruction will be stilled.
The world we share with each other and with
strangers is troubled and wracked with much
pain and agony. We Jews who know so intim-
ately the meaning of people being sacrificed for

ideologies and social systems, shudder in the
depths of our beings when we see the course
events are taking all over the globe.

A fact of contemporary history is that we
Jews have stared destruction in the face. We
have seen with terror what happens when might
becomes right, when people become numbers,
when a population becomes dispensable. Our
experience has shown us what dreadful destruc-
tion man is capable of. When we recall those
years of Nazi madness we remember how very
vulnerable we were, how ill defended. Then
our only bastions were our own flesh, the bodies
we lived in; our weapons were our hands and
our teeth; our children were forced to become
their own defenders; our cities were those of
the stranger; our refuge was the sewer, the
electric fences and death.

After the killing stopped, we mouthed silent
vows. We would be strong, we would find
cities of our own, we would never be vulner-
able againn. We could no longer believe that
man was a trust-worthy animal and we were
forced to distrust promises, guarantees and
undertakings. But despite all that, we still be-
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lieve a day must come when man can live at
peace with his fellows, when human trust can
displace human guile. We have always believed
in the world of children’s laughter and human
dignity.

However, the tragedy of Vietnam and Cam-
bodia, of Biafra and the Middle East, makes it
abundantly clear that the era we dream of, the
world we pray for is still not at hand. Despite
Auschwitz and the insight it gave us of man’s
dreadful potential to destroy, despite the know-
ledge we have after Hiroshima of the awful
weapons man has with which to achieve his
diabolical ends, he proceeds along his path un-
deterred. As Jews we must be especially wary
of what we see all around us. Man has learnt
nothing — we still starve each other, we still
burn each other, we still steal each others
homes, we still kill, murder and plunder — and
we still seek scapegoats and victims.

But the world must know, and by seeing to
it that we are not vulnerable, we must show
the world that this time the Jew will not be
cast out like Jonah to stop the storm. It is our
task to gird ourselves against the attacks on our
rights; to live on this earth to which we have
given so much. As much as there is place on
it for any other people, there is place for us too.

That is why we say, nol to the world’s re-
cognition of Arafat as though he were a redemp-
tive hero; that is why we say no! to the voices
of Arabia that call for our destruction; that is
why we strengthen ourselves, build the city of
Zion and cherish it so much in these fearful
times. Zion is the way we say yes! It is our
positive stake in the future about which we
have dreamed for all known time. From what
other people has such a dream as ours come
which knows that the peace and brotherhood
of man is the destination of life?

And therefore, the world that fails to hear
Hitler’s voice speaking through the mouth of
Arafat and his Arab cohorts must know that
the small remnant of our people will not be
sacrificed for barrels of oil.

If the crunch comes, and God forbid it should
ever happen, this time history will have no
cause to whisper about lambs going to the
slaughter. The Jews are no longer vulnerable,
nor dispensable, nor disposable. There are no
longer any altars on which they are willing to

be made victims. Once in our history we were
chosen. It has happened again. All of us alive
today have been chosen, for the most mysteri-
ous of reasons, beyond answers, even beyond
questions, to survive. We will never know why
it happened that those of us who live today
were chosen to survive, and why those who died
were chosen to die — but one thing is sure, we
who live today were entrusted with the survival
of our people.

It is to truly honour those who died that we
enter into a covenant to preserve what has been
entrusted to us: the remnant of a severely
damaged but brave and magnificent people.
Our wounds are hardly healed, but we are
ready for the renewed hostility that begins to
face us. This time we know what the warnings
can lead to, and this time we are stronger for
that knowledge. We cannot afford to be way-
laid by rationalisations, by promises and under-
takings which are broken as they are uttered.
In this matter there are no two sides to the
story. Our survival instinct tells us that, and
our history supports iit.

For our part we must resolve to unify our-
selves where we are divided, to take common
action wherever we face problems affecting all
of us equally and to close ranks behind those
whom we charge with the tasks of communal
leadership. We need to accept the importance
of communal discipline and avoid the rivalries
and jealousies which tear a community asunder.

We recall that when the second temple was
destroyed the Rabbis of old blamed its destruc-
tion upon the internal strife which raged among
our people. It is our task to find the ways and
means of overcoming divisions because it is our
duty to be strong for the sake of the future
survival of our people. But it is not onl)" sur-
vival itself that matters, it is also the quality of
the surviving people that counts. To ensure that'
quality we must educate ourselves and ow
children in the meaning of Jewish lif‘e; we nll'lsit
find ways and means of intensifying IPWIS_]
commitment and we must find a means of posi-
tively and manifestly asserting the oneness of
the i)eople of Tsrael throughout the world and
in all communities.

% sk E 3 )
JULIUS ROSETTENSTEIN s Clzmrnzan
of the South African Jewish Board of Deputies.
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HAVE WE REMEMBERED THEM?

by LOUIS WALLER

More than 30 years have passed since the
end of the Second World War. Steadily the
members of those who participated in the war
diminish. So do the ranks of the surviving
victims. But time doesn’t only take its inevit-
able toll in human bodies; it also works on the
memories of the survivors, and more heavily on
the minds of those whose knowledge is second-
hand and third-hand. It seems to be harder
and harder to retain and maintain sharply and
vividly the recollections of those terrible years.
The “events of 1939-45" is a phrase which con-
ceals horror: destruction of European Jewry,
one-third of the Jewish people; the extermina-
tion camps; the battle of the Warsaw Ghetto;
the feverish and most futile attempts to break
of the Nazi stronghold and escape to Palestine;
the rest of the world’s reaction to all of this.
If all that is forgotten, or not properly remem-
bered, then this will be a final victory for Hitler
and will for us constitute our substantial parti-
cipation in our own demise. Forgetting is the
final obliteration, and the ultimate consignment
of those who perished to an unmarked grave.

Jews, we tend to tell ourselves with some
pride, have always appreciated the importance
of remembering, of nourishing and sustaining
our recollection of our history, to make it our
living heritage. Certainly our calendar seems to
bear that out. It's unnecessary to display com-
monplace learning beyond mentioning the
festival of Pesach, which emphatically reminds
us every year of our physical deliverance from
Egyptian enslavement and our spiritual emanci-
pation from the more insidious bonds of that
captivity. The rituals and practices of Pesach
have all been designed to imprint those mem-
ories indelibly on our minds, year by year, and
to make sure that each new generation of Jews
learns and remembers.

Unhappily, however, I don’t think we have
yet devised a satisfactory memory imprinting
procedure for the Holocaust. I dont by any
means deprecate the public memorial evenings,
which used to be called Warsaw Ghetto Com-
memorations, and which now tend to be called

Yom Hashoah Commemorations here as in
Israel. Very thoughtful orders have been pre-
pared to be used in synagogues and in schools.
These will have some impact on the young. It
may be that it takes time for these new com-
memorations to take hold. But we have had 30
years. It seems plain that we need to work
hard, as a community, on this. Indeed, it is not
putting it too high to say that effective com-
memoration of the Holocaust should stand in
the first rank on the list of priorities, not only
of our Jewish community, but of the whole
Jewish world.

In Israel, it has been done. The cerie sound
of the sirens marks the beginning of several
minutes’ silence observed throughout the coun-
try. People know. But is that something that
can be done in the Galut? Or do we need some-
thing analogous to the services on Tisah b’Av?
We have, as I've said, orders of service already.
A moving elegy has been prepared for use in
them by Rabbi Rosenfeld, in which he captures
the form of those we have inherited from the
past age, which are traditionally recited on the
days of mourning established in the Jewish
calendar. What we need is a determined and
united effort within our community so that join-
ing in the business of remembering will be an
acknowledged part of the pattern of the year.

There are subsidiary steps which may be
taken to support and underpin the main act of
remembering. One such step was initiated by
B'nai Brith several years ago. On a beautiful
site in Israel, B'mai Brith is planting a forest
of 6,000,000 trees, one for each of the Jews who
perished in the Holocaust. The whole is called
B'nai Brith Martyrs’” Forest. It is a very dif-
ferent physical memorial, quite unlike those
of marble and bronze which have been erected
in many Jewish communities through the world.
It is not intended to diminish them. Yad Va'-
Shem has a shattering impact. So does the
Paris Monument, but the living trees show a
special signal for those who come to look and
perhaps walk through the forest. A special sec-
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tion of that forest has been set aside quite
recently to honour the soldiers who fell in the
Yom Kippur War. So the Forest brings together
separate generations in the roll of Jewish
heroism.

Hagolah nimshechah me hashich’chah,
U’viz’chirah sod hage’vlah.

“Through forgetfulness our exile is prolonged.
In remembering lies the secret of our ultimate
redemption.” — HaRav 1. H. Kook

When we think of Yom Hazikaron at this time, we also think of Yom Ha-atzmaut, which follows

on so closely. Therefore: —

LET US NOT SPEAK OF

“SURVIVAL”

by YEHUDAH SVORAY

The State of Israel is 28 years old. Twenty-
eight in Hebrew is “koach” and “koach”, of
course, means strength.

‘When you leaf through some of the litera-
ture published in Israel and in the Jewish com-
munities throughout the world after the glori-
ous days of the Six-Day War victories, you feel
the immense pride, the elation, the “koach”.
Since then, and especially since the Yom Kippur
War, an atmosphere of gloom has set in and
again many fearfully look at the Mid-Eastern
map. They again see Goliath, armed to the
teeth, his armour made of oil wells and his
sword an economic power swaying even the
greatest of giants and making them tremble.
And there is Israel: that little David of the
Middle East, that mere speck on the map. You
hear the thunders of threatening speeches and
the lightening of possible surrender even by
the most staunch friends. And the question again
escapes anxious Jewish lips, bitten in anticipa-
tion and tension, asking the trembling question:
Can Israel survive?

The very question shows that the Jewish
people in the Diaspora has not grown up with
the State of Israel. It has not as yet grasped
the enormity of the revolutionary change which
has taken place in our lives. Israel is not a fleet-
ing thought, an airy-fairy idea, which exists one
day and is gone the next. It is a mighty fact,
deeply rooted in the soil.

It emerged from the greatest tragedy any
people has ever lived through, it was steeled in
continuous strife for its life, it has grown every

day, every hour and every minute since its
establishment. Will it survive?

If this small globe called Earth will survive
at all — Israel will survive with it. Never again
will there be a Middle East without a viable,
independent, strong Jewish State.

Let us not speak of “survival”. Let us speak
of life and growth and development. Let us
speak about a renaissance of spiritual and
cultural values, which is around the corner. Let
us help this wonderful forest of three million
human trees to grow.

True: where there is life, there are prob-
lems. Where there is action — there appears
reaction. Israel is not a land of dreams — it is
a land of human beings. And these human be-
ings happen to be Jews — Jews like you and
me — with all our positive and our negative
attributes. Why do so many of us believe that
just because a Jew lives in the Holy Land he
will be devoid of all the drawbacks, the desires,
the darker-self, we are all endowed with?

Israel is running through a deep crisis. Part-
ly this is a crisis experienced by most western
countries today as a result of changing economic
and socio-political patterns. The crisis in Israel
is all the more apparent because of the con-
tinuous belligerent attitudes of all neighbour-
ing countries and the enormous material and
psychological pressure brought to bear on every
individual Israeli citizen.

It should not be forgotten, however, that
Israel has experienced crisis periods before, both
in the fifties and in the period preceding the
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Six-Day War it has overcome them only to be
strengthened.

What is really essential when talking about
Israel are the facts of life and growth: Within
the last 28 years the population of Israel has
more than quadrupled, a phenomenon unknown
in any other country in the world. At the time
of the declaration of Independence there were
about 640,000 Jews in the country (roughly 6%
of the world Jewish population), while the
Jewish population of Israel is now close to 3
milion (almost 20% of the world Jewish popu-
lation). Some will say that this is by far not
enough but it is still a deep change in Jewish
history and destiny.

Israel is almost self-sufficient for basic food
commodities and its advanced agriculture sup-
plies over 80% of the total food consumption.
This agricultural revolution happened to a peo-
ple who had become estranged from working
the land, a nation of shopkeepers, artisans and
traders.

The Jewish National Fund — better known
as “Keren Kayemeth L’Israel” — is now celeb-
rating its 75th “birthday”. This fund is partly
responsible for another wonderous change which
has taken place in Israel — the change of colour.
Green rather than yellow is now Israel’s natural
colour. The barren and denuded hillsides have
been covered by belts of greenery and forests
meet the eye everywhere. In 1948 the area
under forests was 53,000 dunams. In 1974 Israel
had forests expanding to 534,000 dunams. This
is the real “expansionism” of Israel.

Robert Rex Clothing

Leading Manufacturers of Men's Highest

Quality Top Coats and Raincoats

4th Floor
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Enormous advances have been made in edu-
cation, including tertiary education. When the
State was established there were only two insti-
tutions of higher learning in the country — the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem and the Tech-
nion in Haifa. These had 1,635 students. Since
then, five full-fledged universities and a number
of colleges have been established.

Industry has advanced from the primitive
workshop to the highly sophisticated electronic
and science-based industry. Israel’s army has
not only become a formidable force in the
Middle East but has maintained its character
as a true “Army of the People”, one of the facets
of life with which the vast majority of Israelis
identify, recognising the importance of the
Israel defence forces for the very existence of
the State.

A democratic society, with all its faults and
shadows but with its deep-seated values and
appreciation of the individual is existing and
developing. Many cultural achievements have
been scored.

Why do we say all this? Not in order to
minimise the problems or gloss over the difficul-
ties and drawbacks but to correct the distorted
picture we so often get by viewing Israel from
afar.

Israel, with all its problems, with all the
dangers and the turmoil, is a tower of strength.
It is OUR tower of strength. It is our Koach, in
the 28th year and for a long, turbulent but
hopeful future.

Robert Rex Clothing

4th Floor
360 LITTLE COLLINS ST., MELBOURNE

BYBYIRNE PBEOYT 1D JVINPIMSND BONN
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360 LITTLE COLLINS ST., MELBOURNE WORINGDIYT 1IN
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LOVERS

by MOSHE AJZENBUD

People tend to settle into routines — each to
his own, of course. And even when strangers
are by fate or circumstance thrown together, the
group formed by chance will settle into its own
collective rut. The male employees of “Clayton
Metal Works” were no exception. Every morn-
ing before starting time they’d form a blue-
overalled guard of honour in front of the gates
and discuss the cars driving into the factory
yard — guessing the mileage done by the
“bombs” and expressing expert opinion on the
newer models. And experts they were — they
knew their cars.

They were also experts on women — or so
their comments implied. It could well be that
car-watching was a cover up for “bird”-watch-
ing, since some of the cars they were sizing up
were driven by the girls from the production
office. There was an unmistaking similarity be-
tween the comments made about the girls and
those expressed about the cars. As a somewhat
elderly bloke with a lined face remarked philo-
sophically:

— An old car is like an old wife — you can
still ride it — but you don’t enjoy it so much.

The girls were young. As they got out of their
cars, the mini-dresses displayed slender shapely
legs and the wind in the open yard would play-
fully knot and ruffle their hair.

The watchers had an appreciative eye both
for the youth and beauty of the girls, as well
as for the shape and symmetry of the metallic
bodies with their tamed horsepower. These
machines, let loose by technology to conquer
cities were endowed with seductive powers and
evoked in men a strong desire to possess.

Day in, day out, the same cars would glide
past the gate and the same girls would come
out of them — still the men were always there,
and always had something to say. They never
tired of the subject, as they never tired of their
daily bread. '

One day, however, a novelty appeared. A
Jaguar — no less, went past the gate. No strik-
ingly elegant new model, mind you. But there
was no mistaking its aristocratic origin: solid,
sumptuous — status on wheels. As if reluctantly

it joined the rows of the lesser breeds in the car
park. Its driver was a woman — not as young
as the other girls, say in her late twenties — but
her gait, her clothes and even the faint hint of
a smile on her face matched the Jaguar’s re-
spectability.

She worked in the production office and sat
near the window processing cards on a calcula-
tor. As if by sheer coincidence, the boys had
now to make more frequent trips to the tool
shed, the way which led past the production
office window:.

Judy became the talk of the plant. There was
something mysterious about her. Her aloofness
was resented somewhat and yet respected.
Everybody was curicus — who was she? What
was she doing here? But even the first-aid nurse
who voluntarily assumed the role of receiver,
custodian and distributor of confidential per-
sonal news items was stumped. So, everybody
had to content themselves with merely watching
and providing his or her own answers.

On some occasions the Jag would be driven
by a man of about forty-five to fifty. He would
park at the usual spot and stay a while talking
to Judy. Fortunately, it seems that couples have
always something to talk about, even though
they had lived together for years. Before leav-
ing the car, Judy would extend a cold cheek for
a dutiful peck. It looked like accepting the kiss
of a father bringing his kid to school — the
kiss of family bond, paternal love and concern,
the “behave yourself and stay out of trouble”
kiss, the kiss of home and security.

The men didn’t like the way Judy absent-
mindedly extended her cheek. Deep down the
husband in them was offended. They too kissed
their wives hurriedly before leaving for work —
but it wasnt the same. Somehow they — and
their wives as well, they believed — managed
to convey something with that kiss — be it
gratitude or annoyance, resentment or satisfac-
tion. They sensed that Judy’s kiss was non-com-
mital and expressional — convention.

— Jeez, can’t she put a bit of life into it? —
George remarked trying to demonstrate how it
should be done.

— Forget it — someone tried to brush it off —
she probably didn’t get it last night.

— Does she have to work at all, or is it just a
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bloody excuse to leave the house? — Eric asked,
hitting the nail on the head.

But Judy came to work regularly and mostly
driving the Jag herself. Eventually she has to
go out to work, after all.

E T

During the morning-tea break the girls would
pass the workshop. They were followed by the
men’s stares. No matter how old a man is, he
still has the need to watch the girls go by. The
younger ones look in anticipation, the older ones
— reflect and brood.

Judy looked like a hen among chicks. And
not only because she was older — Judy was
different. Her smile — the smile of a ripe, ex-
perienced woman was more alluring than the
shapeliness and freshness of youth. Even the
slight wrinkles around her mouth seemed to
conceal something. She never blushed when
fellows expressed their admiration with wolf
whistles. She looked them straight in the eye-
making them feel rather uncomfortable. Her
steely gaze implied: really, dad, what surprises
do you have in store for me? And truly, most
of the “boys” sported grey hair. Quite a few
had smooth bare skulls, which reflected the
glare from the lights suspended above the
machines.

What was so exciting about a grey head?
After all, she had one at home. Finally this too
became a routine. She got used to the whistling,
which was rather good-natured, and as far as
she was concerned — peremptory and imper-
sonal; and the men got used to her gaze which
kept them at arm’s length.

% ok %k

“Long” John would have easily been dis-
missed as the last person one could suspect.
He was tall and thin with a sparse grey halo
around a shiny bald head. Ascetic like — his
other nickname was “Saint John”. Despite his
height he wasn't very donspicuous, and you
most certainly wouldn’t call him distinguished.
He spent most of the day at his desk, busying
himself with the store ledger. Besides, he had
a wife and kids and thus, his own share of
troubles. Yet he would glance up now and then
when he heard the whistling.

Lunch time “Long” John and Judy would

leave the office together: he — sometimes with
a lunch-bag in his hands, she — playing with
the car keys. That seemed quite natural and no
one paid much attention, at first. Lunch time
everybody was busy. Someone always hitched
a lift either to the shopping centre, the bank or
the corner shop. “Long” John got a lift from
Judy — so what?

But like every community “Clayton Metal
Works” had its share of busybodies who liked
to mind everybody’s business but their own. And
somebody else’s business one usually took to the
first-aid centre, where one could stay and hear
a lot while waiting for the doctor. It was there
that the first hint was dropped that “Long” John
and Judy were sweet on each other — they work
at his table most of the time: they drive around
together each day during lunch hour, they talk
a lot to each other . . .

From a mere hint it became before long an
established and undisputed fact, and the two
began to be referred to simply as — the lovers.. ..

g ES B

A cloud of anxiety settled over “Clayton”. On
the surface it looked like business as usual, but
the foremen were tense and irritable and ad-
dressed the men in clipped sentences. Quality
control became stricter and the examiners
raised hell over a measly “thou” of an
inch. There was obviously less work and the
breaks between jobs for setting machines be-
came longer. Those who followed the Exchange
found clear proof in the papers — as if the
signs could be mistaken:

— “Clayton” shares are diving. Before long
they’ll start giving them away — and there won't
be any takers, either. And then the “Finance Re-
view” published the Directors’ Report which
showed that the Company sustained heavy
losses.

The atmosphere became leaden. In anticipa-
tion of the storm people became quieter — the
machines noisier. The wolf whistles stopped as
if the girls ceased to exist. The machines
seemed tol run faster as if everybody tried to
prove their eagerness and devotion to duty.

— There was a time — recalled Laurie — when
they really looked after a bloke. A good worker
was hard to get and the bosses wouldn’t dare

Melbourne Chronicle
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rub you up the wrong way, ’‘cos you'd tell
‘em where to go. But now . . . with your grey
hair you may as well apply for the pension;
who’d offer you a job?

There was no need to answer that one — they
all knew it too well. Quite a few remembered
the depression:

— My old man used to bust a gut trying to
feed us — remembered Wally — there were five
of us. When we had some bread with jam it
was like a picnic.

The ghost of the depression was never really
laid to rest and now it was haunting them:

— I might have been about thirteen or four-
teen — George was saying — me and my dad
used to queue up at the Salvo’s soup kitchen.
My old man was a brickie. Real good with his
hands; did a bit of shearing too. We used to go
out to the country looking for work. If we were
lucky we’d bring home half a sack of spuds . . .
The others listened silently to George’s recol-
lections and their own experiences of those days
came to mind.

“Bluey” the foreman — his name was Bill and
he was a red-head — always used to stick his
nose everywhere for faults. Now he suddenly
realised the precariousness of his own position
— if the workers get the sack, who'll need a
foreman? On the other hand, if he became even
stricter, maybe the management would better
appreciate his usefulness. Utterly confused he
simply darted from machine to machine with a
vacant look on his face.

The feeling of insecurity was all-pervasive,
yet in every heart a spark of hope flickered —
“It will pass me by”. ‘

Benny couldn’t help recalling the feeling on
the eve of “selection” thirty-two years ago in a
world which he tried to forget. He couldn’t
share this feeling with his mates. It made him
feel lonely and in turn more insecure — he
could hardly concentrate on his work.

The expected finally happened. One after-
noon the paymaster appeared with the box of
envelopes, although it wasn't pay-day. The fore-
men started to approach the men at the
machines and work benches. A few weeks ago
it would have meant asking people to work
overtime. This time it meant something else.

[ Melbourne Chronicle e

The machines stopped. It was “selection” time
at “Clayton Metal Works”. To the workers at
the factory it was “Black Friday”.

The following Monday the place looked like
a town stricken by the plague — the structures
were intact, but the people were gone. Idle
machines have a sad look about them — they
remind one of corpses. A while ago they were
full of life and movement — now they are still.

But the show must go on. Those who were
spared went back to work. Here and there
machines revived, noisily resuming their rhyth-
mic motion.

People adapt easily. The survivors slowly re-
laxed. The guard of honour in front of the
factory gate re-formed and again took its place
every morning before starting time.

After the tension was gone they began dis-
cussing the casualties. Someone pointed out that
the Jaguar was missing. Judy wasn’t at her desk
in the production office — “Saint John” was gone
too.

— Somehow I don’t think they were retrench-
ed like the others — said the “Pom”, an elderly
man, slightly stooping after years of bending
over the machine. The others neither argued nor
agreed, since nobody really knew what hap-
pened.

The full story was finally released, as was to
be expected, within the confines of the first-aid
centre and retold one morning at the gate:
Judy’s husband noticed marks on her neck; she
claimed they were mosquito bites, but he
wasn’t to be fooled easily — or maybe she
blurted out a giveaway word or two. So, instead
of going to work he went to the “Clayton” office
and made a scene.

The siren went off and the men began mov-
ing inside.

— Oh, come on. Quit stalling — someone
yelled — what happened next?

— Nothing much — Arthur continued — until
the big boss found out. What with all the
troubles the place had . . . and with a shrug
of finality that seemed to seal the fate of the
lovers, Arthur cut the story short —

— They chucked them out . . .
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VICTORIAN JEWISH BOARD OF DEPUTIES

JEWISH DAY OF
REMEMBERANCE

FUNCTION COMMEMORATING THE WARSAW GHETTO UPRISING
and in tribute to the SIX MILLION MARTYRS OF THE NAZI HOLOCAUST

MONDAY, APRIL 26, 1976, AT 8 P.M. at the MELBOURNE TOWN HALL

Guest Speaker: Ch. Lazar (Israel)

Full programme in Yiddish, Hebrew and English

Auspices: VICTORIAN JEWISH BOARD of DEPUTIES
“KADIMAH”
STATE ZIONIST COUNCIL
KATZETLER

HAZKARAH: Carlton Cemetery, Sunday, 25th April, 2.30 p.m.

VATV ANV VA

VAV VVVV VIV VL VY

C RESTAURANT
99 ACLAND STREET, ST. KILDA
Telephone: 94-2722
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L. R. Reed & Co. Pty. Ltd.

163 COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE, 3000
63-9765 (10 lines)

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT SPECIALISTS

SALES & MANAGEMENT ALL SUBURBS

Directors: LEON GOLDMAN & RICHARD MELZAK

With the Compliments of . . .

DEL-MONTI SUITS

MAKERS OF FINE QUALITY MEN'S SUITS
SUITS DIRECT FROM WORKROOM TO YOU

* * *

154-156 HIGH STREET, PRESTON, VIC. 3072
Telephone: 44-0567

200 WHITEHORSE ROAD, BLACKBURN, VIC. 3130
Telephone: 877-3316

1st FLOOR, 8-10 McRAE STREET, DANDENONG
Telephone: 791-4435
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United Carpet Mills
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Telephones: 62-5729, 62-1895

T. & M. Honig (Aust.)
P1v. Lip.

TEXTIIL.E IMPORTERS

AND WHOLESALERS

2nd Floor
325 FLINDERS LANE,

MELBOURNE, 3000

5 AUSTRAL AVENUE, PRESTON, VICTORIA

Telephone: 480-1333
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