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The World is yours to discover

with

“ASTRONAUT”

There are so many holidays to ALL. PARTS OF THE WORLD and Astronaut Trave]
Service has some excellent programs to take you to beautiful places. Such as/ the Yaatid
EAST with bustling cities, colourful street stalls. And unbeatable duty free goo ds,
There's Singapore for 10 days from only $504.30*. Or 14 days Singapore, Java o
Bali from only $727.10*. And you can choose from many other holidays,

Astronaut also entices you to the Pacific to swaying palms, beautiful beaches and golden
sands. The Pacific offers you the holiday of your life. How about 10 days, 7 nights 1
Sunny Honolulu from as low as $563.60 out of Sydney. And that's only ONE jdeq,

As for Europe, there are great opportunities for you to enjoy London's exciting pace of
life. Then sail into your dreams and head off to Italy, France, Austria — Europe is at i
disposal. Just think of itl 20 days in London and Europe from only $1,063.00*, And

there’'s more just like it.

Contact Astronaut Travel Service for further details

*Prices from Sydney and Melbourne. All fares subject to variation,

Astronaut Travel Service Pty. Ltd.

Telephone: 266-102
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Editorial

ROSH HASHANAH - 5737

SOME PRIORITIES FOR THE FUTURE

By RON ABEL, Executive Director, Victorian Jewish Board of Deputies

Mi Chayil el Chayil, “from strength to
strength,” is an ancient Jewish blessing of
goodwill. In the era through which we are
living we have need of such a blessing. Old
ideals are questioned and discarded; new ones
seem beyond invention. Dreams have grown
stale behind eyes dimmed by cynicism and
terrorism and violence do not reign in dark
alleys only, but are rampant at all times and
everywhere.

But we dare not allow ourselves to become
overwhelmed by fear or paralysed by panic,
nor dare we avoid taking the initiative when-
ever necessary and no matter how difficult.
Throughout their history, Jewish people have
always found the strength with which to face
the problem of the moment. We have always
managed to locate the particular resources
which would see us through. In the deserts
of the ages there has always been a Sinai over
which lightning has flashed and thunder has
struck; our lives have always been enriched by
the plangent voice of Hebrew prophecy. We
have treasured the noblest of mankind’s dreams
which speaks of the world of brotherhood and
peace.

Because we believe that our ideals — the
ethical precepts which we have been chosen
to preserve and teach; and the lessons of our
history have always been, and still are, valuable
to humanity as a whole, we treasure our Jewish
identity and seek the means to maintain and
strengthen it. Jews have never stressed their
uniqueness for its own sake, but because they
have known that it is as Jews that they best con-
tribute to the quality of the lives of all men.
Perhaps because of that above all else, we lay
such stress upon educating our children as Jews,
on promoting a love and knowledge of Judaism,
Jewish culture and Jewish history and upon
participating in the task of redeeming our people
whenever they are in need and finally and most
importantly in  rebuilding and fortifying
Zion. These times through which we are living
are not good times. We, Jews, have known

bad times perhaps more than most, therefore
we can reasure other men and ourselves that
they are mot the worst of times. We are equip-
ped to teach the world and perhaps most im-
portantly the youth of the world, the meaning
of hope and dedication to purpose and creative
survival. Our message is clear for the incom-
ing year, for tomorrow can be better if we
work towards improving today.

The Community has faced changes and
challenges throughout the year — challeng-
es which have crept upon us all and the Vic-
torian Jewish Board of Deputies has met these
changes and faced the challenges as the umbrel-
la organisation to the benefit of the community.

However, there are numerous areas about
which we must be concerned. There must be a
new means of communication and the large
number of highly educated men and women
must be motivated to contribute to the on-
going life and leadership of our Community
far more than they do at present. Our youth
and student population have their special re-
quirements and we must become more so-
phisticated in our approach in this area too
and be equipped with the means to encourage
their participation in the affairs of our Com-
munity. However, our most important task is
to co.ordinate the activities of the Community,
to keepl a watchful eye on its welfare and to
act on its behalf whenever necessary.

The fact must be stressed that we are part
of a total Jewish community of our time and
we share with all Jews their hopes and dreams
for a future when Jerusalem will be at peace
and all men will dwell securely in their lands.
To realize that dream we can do no more than
our duty, nor must we do less than our duty.
This must be the essence of our committment
and may it be blessed to proceed Mi Chayil
El Chayil.

May the incoming Year bring only health and
happiness to all members of the Jewish Com-
munity, and may Israel be blessed with lasting
Peace. L’'SHANA TOVA!
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Some Reflections on Israel, Zionism
and the Australian Jewish Community

by YEHUDA SVORAY, General Secretary, Zionist Federation of Australia

(Delivered to the Symposium of the Executive Council of Australian Jewry — “Australian Jewry
in the next 25 Years,” Melbourne, June 13th/14th, 1976

We are here today to try and map out a
middle range future — 25 years — of a small
Jewish community in one of the few corners
of the Western World which just might get
away in the next 25 years without world shatter-
ing turmoils.

But Jewish Life will not unfold in the future
in a vacuum. The coming years will be of tre-
mendous tension and change everywhere.

The active layer of Australian Jewry is most
thinly spread. The Jewish Academic to the
largest part is mot involved in Jewish affairs
and his guidance and participation in the
active life of the community is still marginal.
The great silent majority takes little part in the
life of the community beyond the role of dis-
interested spectator whose emotions might be
periodically aroused by dramatic events.

The question which must be posed, in my
opinion, is not only the survival of Australian
Jewry but the specific weight, the importance

of that survival.

The Jewish people will be confronted in
years to come with problems of an existentialist
nature: Whole communities will have to fold
up, communities will be dislocated, in Israel
and around it dramatic changes — often in-
volving choices between life and death — will
take place.

The question is not how Australian Jewry will
be able to muddle through but if it will have a
Jeadership which will attack the greatest prob-
lem of Jews in affluent societies: Apathy, with-
drawal, opting out.

The greatest danger I foresee for Australian
Jewry — first for the smaller communities but
to a significant measure also for the larger ones
— is the silent disappearance of the Jew. “Ohne
mich” — without me. You want a few dollars?
Here they are — but leave me alone. Israel?
Community? Leave me alone, I have to look

after myself.

There can be no doubt that religion consti-
tutes the mainstay of our Jewish existence in
the Diaspora, but unfortunately religion per se
is not the full answer to the phenomenon of the
apathetic, because religion in the mind of the
silent, uninterested majority is not a spiritual
deep, responsible experience, but a communirt};
service which is being taken for granted.

The subject of our debate is “Israel, Zionism
gnd the Australian Jewish Commurlity.:’ To give
:;_l p;oper per:spective let us ask: What wild
Zizm a;f:?of this community be without Israel and

Almost all Jewish institutions — schools
rities, tl}slocial organisations, clubs — ¢y ;
own ftheir existence and raj +
Without Israel and withoruilst(l)lr(le ?d:reoft OZ.IST%IGI'
most of the existing community life in thjlemsm
try would collapse and apathy, inacti o
hedonism would very speedily obli'terartOn a.nd
life in this country. e Jewish

It is therefore Australian Jewry
Zionism and Israel. Those forces
timidly try to wedge Jews from the attach
Israel and who at best are prepared to ar(rller}t o
importance of Israel as one of the centres orfmt Sy
ish life — would, if they succeed — deny Aus]ti:,l-
ian Jewry one of the most Important generat :
of vitality. S

We continuously speak about Zionism with
out trying to analyse again its meaning. A Zio )
ist is a Jew who believes in the necessity ofn—
national homeland for the Jews. If we defi .
Zionism — as it must be defined — ag the Nne
tional Liberation Movement of the ]ewi:};
people, then a Zionist is a person who believe
that the Jews are a Nation, that they need LibeS
ration and is prepared to become part of tha';
ideology.

When Zionists speak about “Liberation” th
regard only life in Eretz Yisrael as complete(z
“liberated” from a Jewish point of view — libe-

cha-
I:inuously

which needs

who hOWeVer
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rated in the sense that it is a life led by Jews,
with all aspects of existence being Jewish. Zion-
ists must regard the Diaspora as “Bondage” and
although they might not want personally to
leave their bondage and be liberated they still
believe that the idea as such has merits and the
reason for their preference of bondage upon li-
beration is their inability to make the choice be-
tween comfort and immediate security and the
long term benefit of a full Jewish life with full
Jewish responsibility and the inherent hardship
connected with life in the Jewish State today.

Those who try to narrow the definition of the
Zionist to those personally wishing to go on
Aliya do not render a service either to Zionism
nor to Aliya. They blur the basic difference of
outlook between Jewish ideologies.

Aliya is part of the Zionist idea. It is the ul-
timate self fulfilment.

Zionism in the community has many aspects
and only the surface has been scratched as far
as the Zionist potential in this community is
concerned.

Aliya does not have to be as small as it is
now — even if it is higher in proportion than in
other countries. With conditions right in Israel
with Group Aliya, Aliya of early retirement,
part-time Aliya — with Jews living half the year
in Israel and half of it here — and a much wider
Aliya especially of young people can become a
reality.

Is Aliya detrimental to the existence of the
Jewish community? The existence of a commu-
nity is not a value and an end in itself. There
is nothing specifically important in Jews resid-
ing in Thailand. in Hong Kong or even in Au-
stralia. The return of Jews to Eretz Yisrael is
the highest Jewish priority possible.

Should the community disappear because its
members went on Aliya then this should be
regarded as a most positive occurence. There-
fore what must be feared is not Aliya but as-
similation, opting out, apathy and non-involve-
ment with the burning Jewish issues of today.

The future of the Jewish People beyond the
next 25 years can be secured only if not viewed
as an exercise in self-preservation but as part
of a living world body.

Australian Jewry has a great chance of being
more than just a few thousand Jews in a far

flung continent. It has a chance to develop and
thrive and in some respects even take a lead.
It can do so only with Israel and with Zionism.

ADELA SHAW

by KARL DULDIG

The recent first one-man exhibition by Adela
Shaw at the Manyung Galleries was an out-
standing success. 1 am not surprised that most
of her paintings were sold almost immediately.

Adela’s love of Art dates far back into the
days when she was still a little girl in Poland.
Already then, when she was drawing from life,
her preference for portrait painting was evident.

Her ability and talent for Art probably saved
her and her relatives’ lives during the Nazi oc-
cupation. She had been ordered to do decora-
tive panels, and this work earned her recogni-
tion even, from the Nazis.

Arriving in Australia in 1947, Adela attended
vanious Art classes. She was a favorite pupil
of George Bell.

Her quality as an artist lies in her ability to
create portraits of amazing likeness to her sitter
combined with a decorative use of color. She
executed a number of portraits of well known
personalities such as: Rabbi Chaim Gutnick, art-
ist Percy White, Pastor Nolan and Mrs. Mena
Kozminsky.

As in the early days of her career she often
uses decorative motives of symbolic nature as
presented in the well known windows at the
Elwood Synagogue. The quality of these win-
dows commands respect for their tremendous
size and physical achievement. They are a plea-
sure not only to the Congregation, but to the
many visitors to the Synagogue.

At the Montefiore Synagogue Adela (—‘xecu'@d
meaningful windows each representing a differ-
ent Psalm of King David. One in particular, a
deep blue archway leading to what suggested
the Throne of David, based on the song David
Melech Israel Chai vkayam, King David lives
for ever.

A devoted family woman and the most hos-
pitable of Hostesses, Adela nevertheless finds
time to give of her services to various orgamisa-
tions, notably the first Jewish Artists Society,
Ben Uri, and now to the Bezalel Fellowship of

Arts, of which she is the corner stone.

[ Melbourne Chronicle
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THE POETESS FOR WHOM TIME RUN OUT

AMOR VINCIT OMNIA . . .

by GEDALIAH SHAIAK (Melbourne)

True and meritorious poetry will endure and
find its just recognition, even when those who
wrote it were unknown and since departed.

Such recognition is now accorded posthum-
ously to a young Jewish poetess in Canada, Anna
Shirley, whose volume of poems was recently
published in Montreal with the aid of a grant
from the Ministry of Culture and Education.

Adding significant weight to the volume
“Within Two” is a foreword by the eminent
Canadian poet Irving Layton together with an
appreciation by the late Lester Pearsons, P.M,,
and Nobel Prize winner for Peace.

These emphasize the importance of the writ-
ing of the deceased poetess, who we had the
privilege of meeting in January, 1966, when she
was barely 16 years of age. Now, this January,
exactly 10 years later, her book of poems has
arrived on my desk.

It happens often that the fate of an author
is also the fate of his creative work. In this in-
stance, one is thinking: What does go through
a young creative mind with the premonition
of failing health that he or she must expect the
inevitable fate?

Does this affect the creative outpouring, or
on the contrary does it alleviate the inner urge
for self-expression despite illness when shadows
of the unknown are hovering?

Anna Shirley wrote her poems to the last
minute of her life, and never expected to see
them in print.

Unfolding the tragic story of the young
Canadian poetess, let us pause for a moment
and reflect briefly on our young aspiring Jewish
poets in Australia. Maybe her story will in a
way inspire them. So far to our knowledge

there is not on record one single book of poetry
or a novel published by a Jewish author of the
post-war generation. This is in striking contrast
to many books of verse and prose published in
Yiddish in Melbourne during the last two

decades.
Naturally we touch the problem specifically

of creative writing or Belles-Letters, to which
our post-war generation has not contributed a
work of merit, though there were promising be-
ginners, who published here and there a single
poem in a newspaper in the college years.

But their aspirations were later flung aside
for a more rewarding career in various profes-
sions or academic positions. This shortcoming
is obvious and conspicuously outstanding. Hav-
ing made this marginal remark, let us now return
to the author of “Within Two”.

* % sk

I met Anna Shirley’s father, Samuel Spigel-
man, a refugee from Poland in the tragic years
of the holocaust somewhere in a forced labour
camp in the tundra of Siberia. We became close
and trusted friends as far ag circumstances per
mitted in those cruel and unpredictable Ie)a.r-
in the struggle to survive. And we werg’ tl 2
lucky ones who did survive, but our ath: ”
freedom and the free worlds crossed. A

Just by sheer chance in 1959 i
read one of my articles in a NéwM;.orsl?lgiec?cjl]fm
daily (now defunct). He immediately cont i
its office and obtained my address, And SO a:;ted
many years of separation we found each ’oth o]
Subsequently an exchange of letters followzg
from which I learned about his family.

One particular letter disturbed me immense]
from which I formed the impression, that hi};
first-born child, a daughter, was troubled with
an acute blood condition. The parents didn’t
spare themselves, took the little girl to North
America to the best specialists and stayed with,
her for long spells in Medical Centres,

To my surprise, one day, I received samples
of her poems which she started to compose at
the age of 11. T found them quite promisin
and let know her father my opinion. ¢

* ok ok

In Jaunary, 1966, I visited Montreal and had
a reunion with my friend and met his daughter
the poetess. On a cold fog-shrouded afternoon

4 [ Melbourne Chronicle @ September 1976 ]




I arrived in St. Luc, an inner suburb of Mont-
real. I stood in the snow-blanketed street, next
to the house of my friend.

The shimmering frosty whiteness around
brought back memories of the vast emptiness
of the snowfields in the Arctic Circle, where I
first met Mr. Spigelman. A few minutes later,
after an emotional reunion, I sat in the cosy
warmth of the house surrounded by his family.

Naturally, my attention was turned to the
young poetess, a fragile and shy-looking girl in
school uniform with shoulder length blond hair.
Her blue and dreaming eyes attentively ob-
served me. Her pale oval face reminded me of
a portrait of Francois Clouet with a linear touch
of Modigliani. Her poise and reserved manner
was amiable.

Later, when I read some of her poems, I saw
from the corner of my eye, her searching eyes
awaiting my appraisal. I read some of the poems
twice, and each time they struck me with their
power of rhythm and genuineness. Anna Shirley
was at that time 15% years old.

Before I left Montreal, I told her father, he
should publish a volume of a selection of her
poems as a present for her 16th birthday. I felt
that such a gift would in many ways be an
incentive for her morale and strengthen her
spiritually in her predicament due to her failing
health. He promised to do so, and said that he
has already sent some of her earlier poems to
the renown Canadian poet Trving Layton seek-
ing his opinion.

Later I learned from a letter, that the Cana-
dian poet highly praised her poems. But in the
meantime my correspondence with Mr. Spigel-
man abruptly stopped. The reason for that I
learned much later.

On her 18th birthday, Anna Shirley went on
a trip to Israel with her parents. There she had
fallen in love not only with the country she ex-
tolled in many poems, but also with a Yemenite
yuo‘th she accidentally met, and whom she
married. Nine months later she gave birth to a
baby son. She adored children, but unfortun-
ately, time ran out for her to share much en-
joyment with her own child, because ten days
later she died.

This tragic news was conveyed to me at a
much later date, and T was stunned with shock

and dismay. I wrote to the bereaved parents and
urged Mr. Spigelman to publish Anna Shirley’s
poems in book form to enshrine her memory.

The news of the young poettess’s death came
to the notice of the general public through an
obituary in the daily press. Mr. Ken Seymour of
the C.B.C., was so moved by the sad story that
he wrote to her parents a lengthy letter which
is printed in “Within Two” as a preface, from
which we quote:

“I never knew Anna Shirley in her lifetime.
I was not fortunate. And yet I feel, through her
poems, that 1 know her almost as well as I know
myself. We met only in death. Her tragic death
at mineteen . . .

“...1 was so moved by the poems, and the
sad story behind them, I was inspired into mak-
ing a film for CBC Television.

“. . . It was the story of Anna, told through
her own poignant poems. And it resulted in a
flood of calls from people who had never known
her, asking if Anna’s poems were to be publish-
ed. This book is partly in answer to that de-
mand. But mostly to honour the memory of a
potential great Canadian poetess.”

In reply to a poem Inspiration which Anna’s
father sent to the late Lester Pearson, he answer-
ed with a lengthy letter in January, 1971, from
which we bring here an excerpt:

g It was a moving experience to read
Anna Shirley’s poems — the high quality and
beauty of which I did appreciate.”

Mr. Spigelman, a tailor, though with an ap-
preciation for literature, but inexperienced in
matters of publishing books, has not heeded my
advice to seek help from a known local literature
critic. But on the advice from one of his cus-
tomers approached an elderly unreliable contri-
butor of a Montreal magazine. Unfortunately,
this man turned out to be shrewd and a crook.
He took the manuscript, a selection of poems
already made by the poet Irving Layton who
resides far from Montreal. He promised in no
time to publish the book and asked in advance
a large sum of money to cover the cost.

Anna’s father, in his naivity, trusted him and
gave him the money. When after several months
there was no sign of the man, he started to in-
vestigate, only to find out, to his horror, that the
latter died of excessive drink in a mental hos-
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pital. It took Mr. Spigelman many months and
trouble to get back the manuscript form the
dead man’s widow.

This experience left my friend quite exhausted
and disillusioned, and he wrote me what hap-
pened. In spite of his past experience, I urged
Mr. Spigelman not to give up and to approach
an editor of a daily newspaper.

This time the task of publishing the book fell
into the competent hands of Mr. John Richmond,
literary Editor of the “Montreal Star”. The
volume, large size, printed on cream-white De
Luxe laid paper, was published at the end of
last year. “Within Two” contains 200 poems —
a number of them in French. In his appraisal,
Mr. John Richmond writes:

“Most of the poems are fresh, ingenuous and
ingenious ... There is an intentness, a sense
of joy, a tremor of tragedy stimulating thought,
moving the heart on level of genuine simplicity.
A simplicity, however, that reflects enlargement
and enrichment”.

The eminent Canadian poet Irving Layton
writes in his Foreword:

“The poems she wrote after 1966 indeed show
a development in oraft. and evidence of a wid-

omind of both subject matter and amotional

i w R i § 8 2 O
range. Didacticism has given way to moral prob

T

ing and uncertainty, facile optimism to doubt
and perplexity.

“Her visit to Israel and marriage were doubt-
less responsible for the deeper mote that now
enters her writing . . . This volume is her legacy
to a world which rudely cut her off in mid-
speech and prevented that full utterance which,
had fate been less cruel, assuredly ought to have
been hers. It merits consideration and praise.”

In her poem ISRAEL the poetess shares her
vision:

Where our Fathers lived and wept

Where foreign tyrants calmly slept

Where time hid in sand and dust

Was born a dream that tears couldn’t rust.

The poem “Sacrifice” is her own epitaph and
is an inscription on her tombstone:

I have laid my soul to rest
And locked it in its tomb.
Never more will it rise
My thinking to consume.

The poems she wrote almost to the last days
of her life seem to suggest that she knew what
fate had in store.

And so died a beantiful girl of 19, of heaut.

ful poetry for whom Time ran out.

£aneo Swim Suit eo.
Py, Lud

e

430.444 BRUNSWICK STREET,

FITZROY, VIC. 3065

Telephones: 419-1946, 41-2341
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NEW YORK, NEV YORK...

by MASHA LEON (New York)

The writer of the following article is the
daughter of MATVEI BERNSTEIN, well-
known in Yiddish literary circles in pre-war
Poland, and afterwards in US.A. A former
rabbinical student, he became an active
Bundist, then after the war, a historical writer.
Masha’s daughter, by the way, is also trying,
quite successfully, to follow in her grand-
father’s steps.

* ok k

The return address on the envelopes, address-
ed to my father at his office at the Folkszeitung,
always read New York, New York, U.S.A. My
father pronounced it Nev York, Nev York, be-
cause neither Yiddish nor Polish had a "w”
sound. What an incredible place, I thought, to
have its name repeated twice. I had never heard
anyone say Paris, Paris, or London, London, or
Moscow, Moscow. Years later I would learn of
the city, state designation, but in pre-war
Warsaw my childish mind’s eye envisioned a
eity 4o splendid, S0 special that it merited this
remarkable redundancy. T wonld gingeily ex-
amine each (’]l\’(*]()p(‘r That my father gave to me
(he was an avid stamp collector as well), and 1
would repeat to myself, over and over, Nev
York, Nev York.

While in kindergarten, and later as a first and
second grader in the Yiddish school on Kroch-
malne Street, whatever was great in America I
assigned to New York, New York. I invested the
city with all that was rightfully Hollywood's.
Shirley Temple and Trader Horm, Greta Garbo
and even Tarzan had apartments in the sky-
scrapers of the city. The streets were polished,
dancing floors for Ginger Rogers and the harbor
sprawned ocean-going liners on which people
drank, smoked and danced in top hats and
satin gowns. If you were wicked, you would be
gunned down by gangsters who were part of
the New York scenario. I even created a private
gibberish which I assumed all New Yorkers
spoke. It was peppered with many “gee’s” and
“swel’s and doncha’s” and was refined by a few
“dahling’s” and “ya bums”.

Later, during the war, words like “visa”,
“Washington”, Roosevelt, and “affidavit” were
added to the New York mystique. The hope of
eventually reaching that city sustained me
through bombings, escapes, firing squads and
became the heaven of my hopes and dreams.
I knew that if I survived, I would be rewarded
by being allowed to live in Nev York, Nev York.
As an eight-year-old watching the Germans
march into Warsaw, as a nine-year-old in Vilno
under the Russian boot, on the Trans-Siberian
Railroad and on the stinking Japanese fishing
boat, the “somewhere-over-the-rainbow”, the
rescue, |would eventually be Nev York, Nev
York. Once there, I would be able to forget and
my memory banks would be cleansed of the
wartime nightmares. I would learn to enjoy
without guilt at having been gifted with life
while my friends and family had been gassed.
I would become that enviable creature, a care-
free American teenager with bobby sox and
saddle shoes and sloppy joe and 1 would learn
to jitterbug instead of polka, to chew gum and
worry about whather the show our gehoot was
putting, on would be a success.

When T finally did set foot in the Big Apple,
it was Aungust 1946 and 1 was fifteen years old.
T had bheen sobered by the war and by the
separation from my father who had spent ‘lhc
war years as an unwilling guest of the U.S.S.R.
My mother and I moved into a furnished room
at’thc Belvedere House, a hotel on 112th St.,
off Broadway, where we awaited word that my
father was alive and would be able to join us.

The proximity of Columbia University, the
elegance of the apartments on Riverside Drive,
the architectural splendour of the Church of St.
John the Divine that I could see out of our 6th
floor window helped ameliorate the shoddiness
and depression of the hotel. The Belvedere was
a declasse “Grand Hotel”, not unlike dozens of
similar buildings ringing the University. It was
was temporary home for students, illicitly liais-
oned couples and men whose professions and
incomes were unidentifiable. It was permanent
residence for pensioners, a pre-Revolutjon Rus-
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sian countess, a former Ziegfield beauty, now
imprisoned in a fleshy cocoon, and a dozen re-
fugees from Poland — friends of ours who had
begun their odyssey in Warsaw in 1939 and met
up with each other in New York, New York
in 1946.

This was not the New York of my dreams
and hopes. This was not a happy city, a glitter-
ing metropolis. The hoped for rejuvenation did
not take place. The transitoriness of the Belve-
dere existence, the lack of privacy aggravated
my sense of rootlessness. The hotel offered
minimal amenities — mnon-descript functional
furniture and clean linen weekly. Each floor had
four kitchens that were shared by 24 tenants
and privacy was further diminished by having
all phone calls monitored by the switchboard
operator in [the lobby. Conversations on the
hallway extensions were often the entertainment
of the nearby room residents. Visitors were
scrutinized and announced at the desk and the
comings and goings were noted and commented
on by the hotel employees who next to tips
loved gossip more.

Nor could the hoped-for magic of New York
be found on the subway ride to and from George
Washington High School, or at the YIVO-
Scientific Institute on 123rd St. and Broadway
where I had an after-school job. If anything,
the work of that institution, a successor to the
parent YIVO in Vilno, where my father had
worked, and that had been reduced to rubble
by the retreating German armies, reinforced the
war for me and kept my wished-for New York
further from my grasp-

My assignment was to help cat.alogl'le a Pho-to—
graphic exhibit — the first of its kind in .the
United States — that visually brought the “Final
Solution” within eye and soul contact of /?me-
rica’s Jews. Pictures of atrooit'les, h-apglngs,
medical experiments, pits filled with bodles.sur-
rounded me by day and haunted me by night.
Is this what I had come to New York for? What
was to have been a dream — turned into a

nightmare.

Even away from the YIVO, I found it d.lHi
cult to forget and shed the past. Perhaps .1f
we had moved to another American city, this
confrontation would have been averted. But
New York, as many have discovered, is not an

American city. It is a self-contained conscious-
ness, a collection of dreams, hopes and visions.
It is like a children’s puzzle of a city within a
city. These are often divided by invisible walls
of demarcation where one neighbourhood and
one reality changes into another. It is a masque-
rade ball with wardrobes and props and scenery
and it is impossible for anyone to forget his
origins or why his parents or grandparents left
the “old country” when you chanced upon
Little Italy, the Lower East Side, Chinatown,
Yorkville and more recently, El Barrio.

This was also true of the Broadway I knew
in the 90’s, 80’s and 70s. As I walked from
112th Street to 72nd Street for pastry at Eclair’s,
[ often felt like a visitor in a cosmopolitan world
of shops, foods, cafes and stores owned and
operated and frequented by Jewish refugees
who had preceded us by five, ten or fifteen
years. The benches along Broadway broadcast
a babble of languages and their imposed ac-
cents on English made the original tongue
sound dulcet and preferable. Walking along
Riverside Drive I often felt that T was in Berlin
or Vienna, so much German was spoken, even
to the cats and dogs, following the impeccably
groomed Grand Dames of the Drive. The Thalia
Theatre on 94th and Broadway played European
pre-war and post-war films to an appreciative
audience that did not require subtiles of dub-
bing. We understood.

In school I found myself making friends with
girls whose names were Jenia, Blanka, Haling
whose backgrounds were similar to mine. WheI;
we spoke of the past or the war or of “when |
was . .. we did not have to explain how,
where, why. We understood.

Yet I was in a rage to leave all this behind.
To become a total New Yorker and therefore
an American. I tried and tried to break the
chain, but the imprint of Europe, of the war
was too deeply imbedded to be vacuumed up
with the superficiaities of dress, speech or man-
nerisms. But another deterrent was the Jewish
and Yiddish environment of my world. You
could not escape the past — the immediate past
of what was to be called “The Holocaust” — as
the more recent descendant of a heredity of
holocausts. It was on the walls and on the book
shelves at the YIVO. It was in the articles in
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the Yiddish press. It was in the teachers’ words
in Mittle-Shul. It was in everything I read,
thought, heard and touched.

How to escape these real and the psycholo-
gical perceptions that kept me tied to the past?
I wanted a rebirth, I sought amnesia by spend-
ing hours watching Hollywood movies not so
much for entertainment as for ionversion. When
I did go on a typical New York teenage date to
Radio City, the Roxy or the Paramount, during
the snack at Toffenetti’s, I could not be the
bubbly companion that my American-born
friends were. I felt guilty at enjoyving myself.
“Hey, this is America, this is New York. Snap
out of it! You gotta have a good time,” I was
told. Ha! Will T ever be able to “snap out of
it”?

My deliverance eventually arrived from the
very quarter, from the very people, 1 least ex-
pected to prove my rescuers.

The Hotel Marseilles at 103rd and Broadway
became the temporary shelter for the “sur-
vivors”, the D.P. and camp and slave labour
remnants. After a short stay, they would then
be transferred to private homes or apartments,
or would join friends or family in other cities.
As concentration camp survivors, the lobby
looked like a European Railway waiting station
movie set in post-war films. Families on suit-
cases, men in ill-fitting coats huddled in cor-
ners of the room, exchanging news and rumours.
Languages flowed with German and Polish
gaining ascendancy. Any moment Charles Boyer
or Paul Henried would make an entrance. Any
second the director would shout, “Lights!

Camera! Action!” But it was no movie set. It
was real.

As I became a familiar figure in the lobby,
the new amrivals and the two-three week resi-
dent “old-timers” began to invite me to some
of their social gatherings and dances. They were
spon'sored and run by former inmates of Ausch-
witz, Bergen-Belsen, Maidanek. They lived
me to become one of them and I did not know
why I kept coming back to the hotel when these
people were the tactile reality of the pictures
I was mounting during the day at the YIVO
exhibit. Here they were, the living, breathing
visual aids of the war. It was their world that

prevented me from becoming the future-orient-
ed New Yorker I longed to be.

The two-year interval between the War’s end
and their arrival in New York had transformed
most of them from the pictured walking corpses
in Life Magazine and the YIVO Exhibit, to vital
and good-looking teenagers and young men
women. They laughed, they joked, they danced
and sang. They flirted and wanted to make love.
How could they, I asked myself? After what
they had experienced they were acting like
irresponsible Americans.

In the Workmen’s Circle Mittle-Shul, Michl
Gelbart kept screaming at us students to: Re-
member! Remember — as we recited “In Var-
shever Ghetto Is Haint Chodesh Nisn” — while
these former camp inmates were shouting:
Forget! Forget!

At one of the dances a young girl in her early
20’s, blond, pretty and blue-eyed (did she sur-
vive because she looked Arian? I asked myself
silently), caressed the microphone as she de-
livered the popular songs of the day with the
aplomb of a Dinah Shore or Frances Langford.
Dressed in post-war high fashion — padded
shoulders, high hairdo and platform shoes —
she was like the thousands of pretty New York
girls one admired on the streets and on Ythe
subways. Her song delivery was rich with New
Yorkese inflections and she was totally immersed
in her own loveliness and talent. Her manager,
with a numbered tatoo on his arm, was urging
the band to keep time with his protege. He was
telling all who would listen of the contracts a'nd
bookings he was arranging, how he was gomg
to make her a star. A star! — My God! She had
just taken off her yellow star of death and now
her concern was to become a star in a spotlight.

I envied them. Not their past, but their ability
to shake off the past, to live for the present and
future, to become instant New Yorkers. I wante'd
to talk about the war, to ask them about the].r
experiences, they wanted to go on with t}.w busi-
ness of living. Jobs, money, girls, boys, trips, fun
— that’s what the conversations Were about. I
doubt that any of them had been as committf»d
to coming to New York the way 1 had beo-n. Yet
it took their vision to open my €yes and it was
my encounter with their rage to live like New
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YIDDISH POETRY — HAIL!

by JOSEPH LEFTWICH

I have just returned from Rotterdam, attend-
ing a world-wide gathering of poets, “Poetry
International 1976”7, held in Rotterdam. Signifi-
cantly in Rotterdam, the city of Erasmus, —
Erasmus of Rotterdam, the great free spirit who
dreamed of a brotherly union of cultures, the
free word, spoken and written.

Stefan Zweig, who wrote a book “Erasmus
of Rotterdam”, confronted him with his hatred
of forced uniformity, what the Germans who
followed Hitler called “gleichschaltung”, with
Luther, who became the authoritarian Leader
of the Germany of his time, with many of the
traits that Hitler had, including his antisemit-
ism. Stefan Zweig told me once that he had
meant in the book to identify himself with:
Erasmus, with Luther in his mind identified
with Hitler, the culture destroyer.

A, gathering like this in Rotterdam is sym-
bolic too, for Hitler had destroyed Rotterdam,
razed it to the ground; and we were meeting
in a new Rotterdam, splendidly rebuilt — Hitler
defeated, dead. And Erasmus, with the toler-
ance he preached, typical of the Dutch people,
back on his pedestal. Erasmus of Rotterdam.

Poets came with their poetry from all the
countries of the world — Britain and the U.S.A.,
France and Germany, Soviet Russia — the fam-
ous poet Voznosensky, who told us he had tried
for seven years. till he got permission to leave

Yorkers, like Americans, that freed me of my
inability to become one with the City.

% % %

My three daughters are New York-born and
bred and I am ready to defend the city at the
drop of an epithet. During my travels across the
U.S. — when asked where I come from, I say,
“New York” with emphasis. When pursued, be-
cause someone detects a speech pattern or a
nuance of an emphasis on a letter or phrase
that implies “foreigner”, I repeat the fact that
I am a New Yorker. “Fumny, you sure don't
sound like a New Yorker”.

You bet your sweet life I am — a New Yorker,
a Nev Yorker, what's the difference. It's home.

Russia, where he is returning — to his home
and his language; Poland, Hungary, Turkey,
Irak — yes, Arabic Irak; Mexico, Indonesia,
Japan — and Israel, represented by the Hebrew
poet Dan Pagis, and the Yiddish poet Abraham
Sutzkever.

Though all the poets, from all the different
countries, read out their poems in their own
language, with a Dutch translator following
with a Dutch translation for the large audience
who had come to listen — Rotterdam put Poetry
International first on its list of the week’s at-
tractions for tourists, and the large hall holding
800 was each evening full to capacity (my eye
has just caught a line in today’s “Times”:
“Though not many people read poetry”) they
seem still to like hearing it being read, Poetry
International this year gave pride of place to
Yiddish poetry, to Sutzkever’s poetry.

Sutzkever's poems were translated not only
into Dutch, but into all the languages repre-
sented, English, French, German, Russian
Polish, Hungarian, Spanish, Turkish, Arabic’
Indonesian, Japanese. Sutzkever endured Ion.g’
sessions in the “Poetry Workshop” as it was
called, making clear to each different translator
what a particular word or line he was mot sure
about meant, so that it should be correctly
transmitted. Among Sutzkever’s treasured pos-
sessions now is one of his poems a Japanese
poet translated and wrote out for him on a roJ)
in Japanese picture characters.

There was a kind of newspaper issued for
the Poetry Festival, reporting the day to day
events, including some of the poems read by
participants. Among them I found a poem by
a Dutch poet named Polack with the heading
“A Bissele Yiddish”, and among the Dutch lines
a line in Yiddish: “Mit a Bissele Yiddish ken
men durchmachen a Velt”. I remembered as [
read it walking with Sholem Asch through the
streets of Amsterdam years ago, during an In-
ternational PEN Congress held there, and Asch
pointing out to me how many signs on the
shop windows bore the name Polack, and ex-
plaining that the Jews who arrived in Holland
as refugees from the Chmelnicky pogroms —
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identified themselves by adopting the name
Polack, from Poland. Another Dutch poet, a
Jewish girl Judith Hertzberg, who translated
and read out a number of Sutzkever’s Yiddish
poems, told me her own Yiddish is poor, but
her parents knew it well and to her grand-
parents it was their mother tongue. She herself
was more at home with Hebrew.

In introducing Sutzkever the Poetry Interna-
tional paper started with the words, “The sixty-
year.old Sutzkever”. Indeed, Sutzkever is no
longer the young man in his twenties whom I
first got to know before the war, when he lived
in Vilna, through Zalman Reisen, the brother
of the great poet Avrom Reisen. He repeated
the words “sixty-year-old” with with a sad shake
of the head. “Incredible,” Sutzkever once wrote
to me, “I am 57. My grandfather at my age had
written immortal works, seforim, works of great
religious thought. How can I compare my poems
to these? The grandchildren are not equal to
their grandfathers.”

I look back to an article of mine about Sutz-
kever when he was 50 that appeared in the
South African “Jewish Times” with the date line
24th January, 1964, with a drawing of him by
Berry made when Sutzkever had been before
that in South Africa. I spoke in that article of
Sutzkever’s part in the resistance in the Vilna
Ghetto and then as a partisan in the forests
round Vilna. And I recalled a letter Sutzkever
sent me — “In the Ghetto I prayed, in a poem,
that T should succeed in reaching the round
figure 30. And now I have to reconcile myself
to the thought that T am 50.”

That 50th birthday was an event. There was
a big gathering in the Habimah in Tel Aviv.
Zalman Shazar, then President of the State of
Israel, read a poem he had written for Sutz-
kever, “To My Friend”. Chagall, who illustrated
one of Sutzkever’s books of poems, said, “I love
Sutzkever like a brother”.

He has had endless recognition and laudation
in the Jewish world, in the world of Yiddish
literature — and the world of Hebrew, for his
work has appeared in a Hebrew edition. But
this recognition now in Rotterdam, in Poetry
International, by so many poets from all coun-
tries and all languages, his entry into the great
world, came to him like a revelation that, as T

saw, left him staggering, bemused. In the words
of one of his poems:

Memory’s waves carry with them my Odyssey,
Together with the years, years, years.

Where to? I have not taken Troy.

But he took Rotterdam.

BOBBY DARLING

Short Story
by MOSHE AJZENBUD

It was just about midnight when the meeting
ended. The table was strewn with resolutions,
plans and questions that had been scribbled
down and then forgotten — evidence that stu-
dents had been assembled here to discuss a
forthcoming confrontation with the university
administration. Although the conference had
taken place in Jean’s room she hadn’t particip-
ated, confining herself to recording resolutions,
washing glasses, serving sandwiches, and telling
her friends to keep the noise level down. Like
the others, Jean was in favour of the confronta-
tion, but something inside her made her fearful
of the possible repercussions.

So now she was opening the windows wide
to let out the cool haze of cigarette smoke that
was clinging to the curtains, furniture and walls.
Outside, car doors slammed, engines revved . . .
and all was silent. Jean was sure everyone had
left, but nevertheless scanned the street. Th:en
she glanced at her watch — it was still early.
Oh, Bobby . . .

It was just then that she realized her appre-
hension at the meeting had been grounded in
anxiety for Bobby. She had wanted the gather-
ing to be in her room only because she wanted
to be closer to Bobby.

— Your reasoning, Bobby had once told h'er,
is exactly like your mother’s, so what’s the point
of leaving home?

— The point, Jean replied, is a certz}‘i'n guy
who my mother predicts will ruin her “invest-
ment”.

— All women fulfill basically the same role
in life only the means change from one genera.
tion to the next.
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When the phone rang it was no great effort
to transfer her thoughts.

— Bobby darling, Jean declared, imagine, you
spent the whole evening inside the four walls
of my room but the ocean of the morning kept
us apart.

— Sentimental romanticism, where did you
pick that up?

Jean tucked her feet under her and sunk
deeper into the lounge chair.

— If you could see beyond the voting hands
at tonight’s meeting, you'd understand that I'm
a sensitive person who has some feeling and
warmth.

Jean was incapable of telling him this to his
face, but at this hour of the night, snuggled in
her chair, it came easily, even mischievously.

_ TU'm familiar with that line, Bobby said, and
it’s too late to be wasting time on it. I'm tired
and in my pyjamas.

— If you want inspiration for your dreams,
remember that a warm heart beats beneath my
breasts and that my lips can kiss as well as
criticize.

— You spoiled middle-class kid — Bobby
could no longer take it — we're on the verge of
an important breakthrough and youre throwing
yourself at an imaginary god. What are you
dreaming of when you stand naked in front of
the mirror?

_ I didn’t know you spied on me through
the keyhole.

The telephone was suddenly silent. The boy
is touchy, Jean thought smilingly.

Misha R., Jean’s father had never bothered
to look into his children’s room, even when he’d
had the time, because he knew there was no
hope of making himself heard above the blast
of the radio. When, once, he tried to speak to
his daughter of co-existence, that is, so that he
might have some peace in the house, she pursed
her lips and sulkily told him he had no feeling
for the music’s thythm. Then Misha felt asham-
ed, not only for himself but for all the genera-
tions before him and answered back:

— I regret that my grandfather and my grand-
father’s grandfather didn’t live in the jungle
and didn’t give me the chance to run around
naked with the other savages and ward off de-
mons by banging monotonously on drums.

— Sarcastic, said Jean, and turned down the
music.

— Now a person can read the paper in peace.

— You and your paper.

— You should find out yourself how Jews
live in the world — what do you think, you fell
from the sky? You are also a Jew’s child.

— You and your Jewish problems. What
about Vietnam? What about the negroes in
America? The famine in Pakistan and Biafra?

— I am glad to see that at least you know
your geography There is hope yet that you will
matriculate.

— You and your sarcasm.

* % %

University opened a new world for Jean.
Meetings, demonstrations, protest marches, sit-
ins, barricaded administration buildings A the
newspapers were full of these happenings.

— When do you have time to learn? — Misha
asked, wanting to understand his daughter, be-
cause by his logic fighting for more privileges
or becoming a representative on one of the

faculty boards would not make his daughter a
computer expert.

— Uni’s not just for study, Jean tried to ex-
plgin to him, there’s more. There’s a social life
Misha said philosophically: )

— Even if you could turn the university up-
side down, you would change nothing but its
shape. You want to run the world, but you
haven’t the patience to grow old — you are
afraid there will be nothing left.

Sitting in the lounge chair Jean remembered
what had happened in the university cafeteria
one lunchtime. All the tables were taken and
the usual drone of youthful voices was filling
the hall. Suddenly Linda, from second year
lhumanities, had climbed on to a table and,
keeping in time with the studens’ handclaps,
began to undress.

Was this the social life she had so passion-
ately defended before her father? All at once,
curled up in the lounge chair she had taken
from home, Jean felt the loneliness of the night
and the loneliness of her strange room. Some-
how, the heated earnest discussion she had ob-
served a few hours before seemed pointless now.
She was unmistakenly longing for her home,
where someone worried about her, where she
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belonged to a family; where she could find
warmth. She again recalled the arguments she'd
had with her father. In his sarcasm, Jean felt
certain, there was no bitterness. She was even
able to detect in him a grain of humour.

It was mearly a year ago that she had left
home, but right now it seemed more like a

century.

‘A quiett scratching at the door intruded on
her revery. Was there a mouse somewhere?
Then she heard two quick knocks, silence, and
another knock. She leaped from her chair and
rushed to open the door. She couldnt believe
her eyes. She threw her arms around his neck
to convince herself he was really there.

— Bobby darling . . .

“'m not needed anymore syndrome”

(Not quite a film review)

by Mrs. MALVINA MALINEK

“Have you seen the film?” I kept being asked
this so often, that eventually I arranged to park
the children at a nearby “James Bond” mara-
thon, and with reluctant husband in tow (be-
cause I'd been assured it’s good for him to see
it, too), we went to a matinee of The Memory
of Us.

The film is a very sympathetic portrayal of a -

classical 35 year-old woman and “suburban
neurosis” sufferer. It is about a modern hand-
some “with-it” couple, fun loving, cheerful,
eventually with the prerequisite average of 2
normal children (a boy and a girl, of course)
climbing up the success ladder, lovely home
with housekeeper, etc., etc. Could anything be
more idyllic?

The trouble starts when he guiltily confesses
to the first extra-marital straying, Her main pro-
blems, however, really manifest themselves the
day her youngest starts school and in spite of
tears and protestations, soon forgets momma,
and is lost in her own new world. The days
suddenly stretch long and empty in front of her.

Her friends invariably find solace in the usual
fitness classes, and shopping expeditions, but
actually get their main “kicks” out of extra-
marital affairs! Since these activities are not to
her liking, she is well and truy lost and miser-
able. She tries all forms of escape: her old boss.
but he is not interested in giving her a job; a
course of study, but what? She tries to immerse
herself in reading, but the children, once home,
don’t give her a moment’s peace and her pati-
ence is diminishing daily. Eventually she doesn’t
bother to get out of bed, because there seems
no point to it!

The husband throughout is baffled — he
simply doesnt understand what SHOULD
bother her (he’s too exhilarated with his success
in the business world and his girlfriend). Yet
she feels empty, and can’t explain even to her-
self why!

When she eventually escapes for a couple of
hours daily to a motel room alone, where she
dreams, reads, experiments with photography —
he starts imaginning an affair, follows her and
creates a scene — more because his male ego is
hurt, than anything else. To explain, she fab-
ricates a boyfriend, only to have him admi‘.t to
a girlfriend] When he suggests a “swinging
party, she “picks up” a bum on the street, pays
him and invites him over. It is no't“ for her,
however, and that night she “opts out .

It is a sad, almost hopeless story, that affected
even my husband profoundly — I wish it were
fiction, but unfortunately is so common tOd'fl,V,
that it is by far not as unreal as we would like
to think. Her trouble, of course, was that:

1. she had no inner resources to call on — home
making, special interests, hobbies, profes-
sion, etc. — at the time of need; and

2. her peer groups all found their release in

selfish pleasures and sex, which was also not
of interest to her — and thus she had no one
to influence her towards a meaningful con-
tribution to society.

Therefore, she felt, in her words, a parasite!
Many women would not be able to understand,
or identify with this character. .

At the age of 35, many of our older Jewish
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European mothers here were busy trying to sur-
vive a war with their families, let aone be bored
(but they are often bored and lonely now.) The
mother coping with a neecssary job and family,
would wish she had her problems! While the
satisfied housewife and mother who needs little
else, would soon say “she should have got rid
of the housekeeper”. None of these really help
to solve the problem.

The real satisfaction in life for the type of
woman portrayed, would come from an inner
feeling of being needed herself, and herself only
— not as wife, or mother, or housekeeper — but
as SHE with a mame, a personality and an
identity of her own! Since she could not re-
enter the workforce because she was not parti-
cularly qualified to make it worth her while
(either financially or as stimulation), she should
have offered her services voluntarily. Herein,
lies the answer for many of the “suburban neu-
rotic housewives”.

Voluntary service may be of a direct nature,
i.e., as a Welfare or Community Service volun-
teer in any of the Institutions of a community;

or an indirect one, such as joining an organiza-
tion whose fund-raising activities help as much
the volunteers to keep busy as it helps the vari-
ous bodies (hospitals, Israel, Old Age Homes,
Childen’s Centres, etc.) it may support. Women
(and men) who, because they have a consci-
ence, contribute to society voluntarily (often in
addition to careers and families), are the most
respected (and least neurotic) members of
society.

Therefore, if you are a woman, and ever feel
“not needed” ring the National Council of
Jewish Women immediately — WE NEED YOU
and what is more — you will be placed accord-
ing to your meeds, and no matter what your
interest, there is a programme to suit you in
Council. Remember, “voluntary service is the
rent we pay for ‘our place on earth’.” There is
no reason today why any housewife should suffer
from “suburban neurosis” because the whole
world is wide open to her, and the character
portrayed in the film chose the most negative,
the most hurtful to her family who loved her,
and the most unnecessary road in the end!
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United Carpet Mills

DDUDIND PPIDNIPOYY

BYT 9P 8B
WANBYIPBIN-DITINT 1IN

5 AUSTRAL AVENUE, PRESTON, VICTORIA

Telephone: 480-1333

DEL-MONTI SUITS

MAKERS OF FINE QUALITY MEN'S SUITS
SUITS DIRECT FROM WORKROOM TO YOU

£ * *

154-156 HIGH STREET, PRESTON, VIC, 3072
Telephone: 44-0567

200 WHITEHORSE ROAD, BLACKBURN, VIC. 3130
Telephone: 877-3316

1st FLOOR, 8-10 McRAE STREET, DANDENONG
Telephone: 791-4435
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