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Silent No More

SONGS OF THE JEWS OF RUSSIA

by ERIC GOTTGETREU

This is the story of a song cycle recorded
in secret by an American scientist (introduced
to the people he met there — and to us — as
Ben Zion) on a trip to Russia.

Gripped by the tragic situation and mo-
tivated by a feeling of personal inolvement, he
took the risk of making the tapes in Moscow
and in other towns. Often he kept his recorder
cpan as he talked to the singers.

As we listen to the songs, we visualise a
scene at an OVIR office in Moscow where So-
viet Jews wrestle with the bureaucratic ob-
structions when they want to go to Israel. The
name of one of the songs set to a lively tune is
“Tel-Aviv Aunt” (Tel Avivskaya Tyotya). Free-
ly translated it runs like this:

I love my Tel-Aviv aunt

She’s the dearest aunt of all.

She sent her nephew a letter and
I took it to the passport office.

In that Ovir office sat a scowling ‘auntie’

Snarling at me: “Where do you want to
gOP”

“To Israel”, I replied, “to be with my
aunt,

For withcut her I cannot live!”

Stormy are the waves of the Mediter-
ranean,

They beat against the shores,

And there on the shore is my aunt,

Anxiously waiting for me to arrive.

Stormy are the waves of the Mediter-
ranean,

They beat against the shores;

All the Jews will be waiting there,

When finally 1 achieve my Aliyah.

After recording the “auntie song”, he asked
what the Jews do if they have no relatives in
Israel, and a voice from the crowd replied:

“Who doesn’t have relatives? All  Jews
have relatives. We're all family, Jews are Jews
and we're one family.”

This remarkable record (CBS S 648 36) with
explanations and translations in English, is
not a commercial one: Profits from the sales go
to a scholarship fund for Soviet Jews at the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem in line with
the wishes of “Mr. Ben Zion” and those of the
American Jewish Congress who sponsored the
vroduction by the New York Star Record Co.
Some of the songs were re-sung for the sake of
clarity by Theodore Bikel, who also did the nar-

ration, while the music was arranged by Issa-
char Miron.

Except for one song in Hebrew (“Next Year
in Jerusalem”) and two in Yiddish, all texts
are in Russian. The musical journey from a
land of bondage to the Holy Land of Hope
starts in front of the Moscow Great Synagogue
in Archipowa Street. It is Simhat Torah, and
we participate in the scenes of exuberant joy
typical of the Festival of the Giving of the Law
culminating in the singing of the old Hassidic
song: “How wonderful and pleasant is our in-
heritance.”

The next song, “May redemption come. ..
Messiah’s coming soon” is rendered by a group
of people singing in Yiddish. The prayer in-
includes the moving verse:

“When the heart is heavy let’s take a drink
to life / and when despair is at its lowest, let
us sing a song. / Even if the bottle’s empty
there is always water / Water is life, and life
is: Chai; what more does a Jew need?”

As the song comes to a close, we hear the
people talking to the visitor from the West:

“Every year its like this; they come and are

there — inside and outside the synagogue —
many people come. They come — the young

ones, they come to sing, to dance, to sing in
Hebrew.”

“Do you know Hebrew?”

“Yes, I know, I know, and they know some.
They listen to the Radio from Jerusalem.”

And after a pause:
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“Our life is very tough here, very tough.”
“Do you want to go to Israel?”
“Who lets us go?”

One of the following songs — rendered in
Russian — is called “Three hours flight” (Tol’ko
tri chassa) and runs:

“It is only threes flighi

To where my home and homeland are,

And waiting there for me

Are my family and friends.

Here the crowd is strange, there is no one
to drink with.

Their fatback and cabbage soup are really
noé for me.

Though there’s a complaint book in each
neighbourhood beer hall,

How do you register the complaints of
your heart? . ..

One of the men interviewed says:

“We know everything about Israel ... There
was a time when we used to pray three times
a day. Now three times a day we listen to Ra-
Dio Jerusalem. When you go there, give them
greetings, will you...”

“Holly city... city of my origins” is referred to
in the next song which seems to have been born
in the city of Kutaisi in Soviet Georgia:

“From Kutaisi to Jerusalem

It is not far, just a few hours away.

I send my city a greeting of peace;

I send her all my faith and all my love.”

At the end of the recording the yearning and
hope rise to a pitch of religious fervour: in the
hymn-like song “Pharao — let my people go!”
(“Otpusti Narod Moy!) we hear the desperate
cry: “Let the Jewish people go to their home
land! Do not force my people to face destruc-
tion once again!” — and the Hassidic tune “Fear
no one” (Nye bayussa) assert:

[ fear no one

And I believe in no one
Save in God alone!

There is no one, no, no one
But he alone,

Only God alone.

One of the last scenes leads us once again
into the Moscow Synagogue. It is Passover and
Ben Zion’s ingenuity allows us to hear a Russian
Jew giving the first Hebrew lesson io his three-
year-old daughter who is riding on her father’s
shoulders. He teaches her the phrase: “Le-sha-
nah haba’ah bi-Yerushalayim”™ — Next year in
Jerusalem.

The toddler repeats the sentence slowly —
syllable by syllable — but correctly.

And the father implores: “Say it once more,
once more.”

J. Kahn’s Portrayal
of Judah Waten

by GEDALIAH SHAIAK

Yitzhak Kahn, “Chats” with Australian
Writers. York Press, pp. 324.

“Chats” with Australian Writers,” by Yitzhak
Kahn, enriches our Yiddish literature to a new
dimension.

Since the publication of his “At Crossroads”
(1971), devoted to Yiddish classic literature
and contemporary writers, including the out-
standing local Yiddish authors, Kahn now turn-
ed to another important subject, the interpret-
ation of Australian literature.

This is a “first” in Yiddish on the theme with
a deep insight and imaginative understanding
of the author and the subject matter.

After years of painstaking research, he has
shed a light on the work of the most celebrated
Australian writers.

In his large gallery of pen-portraits he includ-
ed Henry Lawson, Alan Marshall, Norman Lind-
say, Judith Wright, Morris West, Patrick White,
Judah Waten and many others.

It is worthwhile to mention that Kahn has
already written a lengthy essay about Patrick
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White in his book “At Crossroads”, and recog-
nised him as a true representative of Australian
literature, many years before he won the Nobel
Prize for literature. It should be added that I.
Kahn is the recipient of the 1975 Fellowship
Award from the Australian Board for his recent

book.

In our appraisal we are mainly interested in
Kahn's examination of the works by Judah Wa-
ten and the manner he is exploring the problems
of Jewish migrants in Australia.

We are doing so by translating from the Yid-
dish a major part of the essay as quoted below:

“..Among the many books written by Judah
Waten the most forceful ones projects the bat-
tling of the Jewish migrants in Australia to
adapt to the new land.

They are faced with the difficult dilemma of
striving to adopt the "Distant Land” (title of
his book) and to be adopted by the country it-
self. The title of his first successful book is
“Alien Son”.

Judah Waten has written on  other themes
with lesser or greater success, but the “passport”
by which he entered the Australian literature
and for which he became noted as a writer with
a position in literature however remains his Jew-
ish theme and the migration problem in Austra-
lia, from which, ncta bene, he keeps now at a
distance.

As he himself once related, he was influenced
by the late Pinchas Goldhar to write his remin-
iscences in fiction form of his childhood in Au-
stralia, which covers the period of World War 1.

He wrote his first short story (1946) which
was printed in the Australian anthology “From
Coast to Coast”. Encouraged by favourable re-
views, he began to write a series of short stories
about Jewish migrants in Australia, that were
published in book form under the title “Alien
Son”, in 1952.

This first successful book was later published
in a popular edition of several thousand copies
and afterwards translated into many languages.
The author won recognition as the first Austral-
ian of Eastern European origin who wrote in
English.

Justifiably, attention was paid to his thirteen
short stories, because they came from the pen
of an “inside” man, a writer of Jewish migrants
from Odessa, who settled here before World
War I. Judah Waten was two years old when
he arrived in Australia from Palestine with his
parents.

In his first book we meet him as a young boy,
the narrator of characters and problems he en-
countered, and as an observer with a sharp eye
who sees clearly what is going on around him.

The boy easliy adjusts himself to his new
environment, but it is quite different for his
parents. They suffer from hcmesicknes as well
as from language and cultural barriers. He is
a witness of the endeavors of his parents and
other Jewish migrants trying to adjust them-
selves to the new experiences of life in Austra-
lia. His mother would like to go back to Rus-
sia, she doesn’t understand the language and
the way of life here. To her eyes everything
appears repugnant, in great contrast to her pre-
vious way of life in the old home with its cul-
ture which she brought along to the far off new

land.

The main theme in the short stories is the
migrants’ thirst for knewledge, people who
breathe with nostalgia as expatriates living in
foreign land with the past of their old country.

The subject covers the period of 1914-1918,
the years of World War I, which was entirely
different in many ways — to the years of World
War I — and the post-war mass-immigration.

At that period (before and after World War
I), the new migrants were less than one per
cent of the country’s general population. And
those who came from Eastern Europe were
seen by the populatiorr as an “exotic plant”,
particularly in the small provincial townships.

Against this background Judah Waten
draws his subject and the problems of Jewish
migrant families.

The author recalls the provincial townships
of his early childhood, after his parent’s ar-
rival in a small town near Perth, W.A. He pens
their experiences with a subtle characterisa-
tion, permeated with human warmth, pathos
and light comedy. thereby revealing his mo-
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ther’s uncompromising attitude which caused
him a lot of embarrassment, but tries to ap-
preciate her reasons why she doesnt like to
learn the language of the country. She was
afraid that this would bring temptations to
her family for whom she was ready to sacrifice

her life.

Thus the author shows his understanding
for his mother’s loyalties and her concern to do
everything in her power to secure the welfare
of her children.

Hence, the “challenge” she encounters in the
new land where everything is in striking con-
trast to the old customs.

It was much easier for his father. Endowed
with his belief and optimism, he sets himself
towards the new land, which he tries to adopt
with almost youthful naivity.

He views his countrymen in a new perspec-
tive, full of confidence in a secure future.

He says to Mr. Sussman: “We belong to the
new earth. It has sucked us in, whether we
knew it or not.”

He rejects categorically the nction of re-
turning to Russia: “What are you running
away from? What will you achieve?”

It should be stressed that, individually, the
problems of the pioneering migrants were al-
most identical to the last Jewish post-war im-
migration which arrived here as a result of
the holocaust.

Naturally, for them the road back lies in
ruins and there was no question of going back
“there”.

However, the obstacles reflected were in
many ways similar to those of the pre-war
vears in spite of the fact that the economic
conditions of settling here were incomparably
better after the last war.

Moreover, aid was offered to them by the
Jewish Welfare Societies. The new arrivals
found in the big cities, like Melbowne and
Sydney, established Jewish communities with
social and cultural institutions where the mig-
rants found warmth and attachment.

All these things were non-existent at the time
of which J. Waten recounts in his early work.

In these episodes and descriptions he is por-

traying the men and women he recalls from
his early childhood.

The portraits of Mr. Smutkevitch, the old
Hirsh, Benny, Uncle Isaac, the Black Lili —
a gallery of images interwoven in diverse situa-
tions, motives and descriptions which give the
author scope in penning a picture of migrant
families, parents &ind children, their conflicts
and divisions.

At that period the children used to live in
two worlds. The Jewish world of their parents
and the Australian world: the school, the child-
ren’s books, the street and everything that offer-
ed them new things in contrast to their Jewish
environment.

The author’s father used to trade as a ‘Bettle,
oh’ and the young boy very often used to climb
unto his father’s wagon and take the role of a
translator.

On one such trip, his father met the Austral-
ian poetess Kathrine Suzannah Pritchard.

The boy listened to their chat, dorrecting
his father when the latter used wrong expres-
sions.

We learn also about the attitude of many
non-Jewish personalities towards their Jewish
neighbours.

The young narrator describes them very
sympathetically and in warm terms.

“Alien Son” has the qualities of a sensitive
realism. The characters emerge on the pages
full of expression, warm and human.

Some lines are penned with thin humor and
understanding, introducing individual charac-
ters with their weakness and strength.

The national colour has a universal projec-
tion, as in the story “The Neighbours”, where
Benny defies Mr. Smutkevich: “As his broad
back and bowel legs became smaller in the
distance Benmy ran out into the street as if to
follow his father. Then he stopped. There was
a look of anxiety in his dark, nimble eyes and
we did not speak to one another as we walked
on, but neither of us knew that there could be
no reconciliation with the ways of our fathers.”

There is subtleness and affection, revolt of
the children against their parents and their

authority; the conflict between the migrant
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parents and their children born and raised in
Australia, who embody an entirely different so-
cial and cultural world.

The children leave their parents, make good
themselves and achieve prosperity but without
mtellectual ideals.

In Judah Waten’s writing one feels a certain
despair as well as affirmation. On the other
hand he brings cut the humanism in the Jewish
migrants homes.

In one of his stories he remarks that home is
“where the fire gives warmth and light.”

Though, intuitively he does not consider him-
self as a Jewish writer (but as an Australian of
Jewish descent), he found in the Jewish mig-
rant homes the fire which gave warmth and
light. And he successfully shaped these homes
into several of his books.

Significant is also the fact that drew particul-
arly the non-Jewish reader to his writing. It was
precisely the Jewish migrants of his “Alien Son”
who have acclimatised themselves in the foreign

land ...”

In the above essay 1. Kahn refers further with
the same objectivity to two cther books of J.
Waten involving Jewish characters: “Distant
Land” and the “Unbending”, mentioning brief-
ly his other books “Share of Murder” and “A
Conflict of Time”.

The latter deals with the depression period
in Australia in which the author manifests his
political credo, in almost the same terms as he
stated in a T.V. interview “Spectrum” many
years ago.

Although J. Waten “keeps now more of a
“distance” from the Jewish scene, as Kahn puts
it, he has not run away too far and returned
again to the subject of Jewish migrants and
their offspring with his novel “So Far No Fur-
ther”. This movel is written in a different vein
and attests to the fact that the problems of Jew-
ish Society is deeply engraved in his conscious-
ness.

Space does not allow us to elaborate further
on this subject and we will illustrate his credo
by quoting two extracts trom his “So Far No
Further”.

“It was difficult to avoid the conclusion that
the Jews were a complex and subtle people

who possessed an unusual social and econo-
mic mobility. They had an ability to rise
quickly sometimes reaching the uppermost
strata in less than a generation” (p. 18).

“°T felt rather disturbed when I left Rome,
said Frank. I didnt feel any better after see-
ing Hochhut’s Representative in Cologne. It
was a marvellous production. I began to think
about the Church’s role in one of history’s
greatest mass murders, the murder of the
Jews, and the Church’s attitude to the nuc-
lear menace. It's remained ambiguous. Un-
derstandably enough, it didn’t say anything
about the bomb because it didn’t want to
offend its great patron, the USA.

‘Remember this; Kevin intervened, ‘what
the Austrian Catholic Adolf Hitler did to the
Jews was merely carrying to an efficacious
conclusion what the Church has been preach-
ing for centuries. The final solution precisely
corresponds to the Jew is an accursed, etern-
ally tainted being who must be extirpated
from human civilization.’

With a malicious smile Kevin watched Paul
wince. That good Catholic was in love with
a Jewish girl. One day he would remind Paul
that the ubiquitous Dr. Sheehan disapproved

of Catholics marrying non-Catholics.” (p.
147).

Waten belongs today to the echelon of cele-
brated writers of contemporary Australian lite-
rature and has won solid recognition at home
and abroad.

And Kahn in his essay concludes:

“There are debates about which of his works
is the most original. Many think “A Share of
Murder”, others “Season of Youth”. However in
my opinion, I feel that Waten found his full li-
teracy expression in his novels of Jewish migrant
life”.

In examining Kahn’s “Chats” we find a sense
of distinctive knowledge of the author of the
Australian literature and perception of the sub-
ject matter.

It is fair to conclude that Kahn’s “Chats™ will
be appreciated by Yiddish readers the world
over.
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The House on Garibaldi Street

by ISSER HAREL
Reviewed by S. LIBERMAN

Whether or not the capture of Adolf Eich-
mann in Argentina by the Israeli Secret Service,
and his deportation and subsequent trial in Is-
rael in 1961, were either morally or legally jus-
tified has been dealt with in a number of books
already. Gideon Hausner, who was chief pro-
secutor in Eichmann’s trial, and the late Han-
nah Arendt, whose book “Eichmann in Jeru-
salem” arcused widespread controversy upon
publication, are but the most familiar of many
who have dealt with the question.

In this latest book, “The House on Garibal-
di Street”, Isser Harel, former head of Mossad
and the man in charge of the capture operat-
ion, casts only occasional sidelong glances at
the moral and legal issues. His chosen brief is
rather to detail, step by step, the complicated
plot to trace, capture and deport the man from
Argentina.

Beginning with chance fragments of inform-
ation pieced together by a blind Jew living in
Buenos Aires and relayed to an acquaintance
in Hesse, West Germany, the search for Eich-
mann is set into motion. The first undercover
agents are despatched to Argentina. Clandest-
ine enquiries are made, facts established, false
leads discarded, new ones pursued with dogged
perseverance. Everything is checked and re-
checked, the agents maintaining a low profile
and working with painstaking caution and ut-
ter secrecy. For the price of error or inadvert-
ent leakage is too high.
aroused might lose the pursuers their quarry.

The book reads like an adventure story. Ex-
citement mounts, once as the dragnf-t closes
about the unsuspecting Eichmann, seized fin-

A hint of suspicion

ally as he walks along his customary way home
from work; and again as plans are made, and
carried out, to smuggle the captive past Arg-
entinian customs officials at the airport. A host
of individuals become involved in the operat-
ion, among them local residents, expert forgers,
make-up artists. a doctor, airline personnel, en-
gineers, an electrician; some implicated know-

ingly, others pnzzling over the purpose behind
the strange tasks they are recruited to perform.

Most are survivors of Europe who have a
personal emotional stake in Eichmann’s capt-
ure. The planning is meticulous, contingency
plans are many, diversionary tactics abound.
The story ends with Prime Minister Ben-Gur-
ion’s announcement to the Knesset and the
world that Eichmann has been captured and
will be brought to trial.

Harel, in passing, offers a few insights into
the nature and workings of Mossad, and, most
interestingly, of its agents. These are not ludi-
crous Bond-type heroes but human individuals
vulnerable to fear, anxiety, despair, and rev-
ulsion, as when they are in inevitable physical
contact with their captive and must tend to his
most intimate biological needs. Even Eich-
mann, hated by all who are invelved in his
capture, is portrayed in a human light, albeit
as a pitiful, cringing, obsequicus man whose
strength was not his character but his Nazi
uniform.

This is an interesting, readable, lucid and
probably definitive account of Eichmann’s cap-
ture.

Jacob Rothaum’s Exkibition

I did not know the distinguished personality
of Jacob Rotbaum in Poland nor of his reput-
ation as a painter. This lack of knowledge was
remedied the moment I went to the exhibition
at the Kadimah and stepped into the gallery
where his canvasses were on display. The exhi-
bits were beautifully hung in the well-lit gal-
lery and aroused a gratifying sensation among
the viewers.

I felt as if I was in a room full of people,
rather than surrounded by inanimate canvasses
representing realistic faces depicting all walks
of life. With this presentation, Mr. Rotbaum
contributed great knowledge to us the viewers,
for still and moving faces mingled together in
harmony. In fact there was no sharp contrast
between the viewers and the portraits.

Mr. Rotbaum is greatly concerned with the
communication between the viewer and the
representation of his expressive portraits — joy,
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laughter, and sorrow executed in fine lines;
subtle colours of burned sienna, ochres, seldom
blues and greens and occasional violet.

It is significant that this exhibition helped to
educate the public in Melbourne to a further
appreciation in art and created an appetite for
more exhibitions of this kind in future.

“The Cheder Boys™ — an individual genius
created the expression of the dreamy eyes of
one boy, while his companion had the passion
of something mischievous. Only the eye of a
creator could give them this strength of ex-
pression.

“The sad Jew” — sensitive to thoughts of the
sad past; in this human face one could read
the history of the suffering Jew as only a true
artist like Jacob Rotbaum could depict.

“Smiling Negro” — strong — very strong sec-
ret depth in the eyes that glow with spiritual-
ism.

“The Brazilian Girl® — Dbeautiful in her
youth.
“The Rabbis” — an interpretation of deep

learning. This is a special art to study the
studious.

I was greatly impressed by the high stand-
ard of drawing and the great imagination. esp-
ecially in the representation of theatrical char-
acters. Mr. Rotbaum is very confident in his
work and thus in the theatrical sketches, he is
aware of the tension behind the made-up faces
of the actors, again wonderfully drawn in the
academic pattern of traditional approach.

He is an important creator — a dramatist
with genuine dramatic power with a lifetime
of devoted study, analising the character of
every age and status of living persons.

ADELA SHAW
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18th Floor, M.L.C. Building
Cnr. Collins & Elizabeth Streets, Melbourne, 3000.

Telephone: 62-0041
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AN NSRS NNEN NS EEEERNENENEE NN ANENNEENENENENEENRE

Jetset Tours Pty. Ltd.

Package Deals
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