Melbourne Chronicle

Independent (Cultural-Social ‘Periodical

Warsaw Ghetto( UprisingJ

and

World Jewish Day of__Remembrance
Commemorative lssue 1945-1977

In This Issue:

IRENA KLEPFISZ — DEATH CAMP

RON ABEL — YOM HASHUA — 1977

MASHA LEON — THE COMMERCIALIZATION OF THE
HOLOCAUST

GEDALIAH SHAIAK — WARSAW'S FIRST LESSON

SERGE I. LIBERMAN — “THE SURVIVOR”

AMY STONE — “SPEAK TO ME IN YIDDISH”
A PROFILE OF SHEVA ZUCKER

Published by the Jewish National Library and Cultural Centre “Kadimah”

Melbourne, Australia No. 2 [8] April 1977



qmnnlnmn IR NN NN NN NN NN NN NN

sAstronaut Travel Service Pty. Ltd.

T2 PR DR TINIONR D DPMM DIWIIRN

18th Floor, M.L.C. Building
Cnr. Collins & Elizabeth Streets, Melbourne, 3000.

Telephone: 62-0041
A.H.: B. WIENER 91-3885

Jetset Tours P ty. Ltd.

Package Deals

I NN NN NN

llqllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

T T

:

a 5@59“ T DN OUIMT SRODYYD IR BhDYD YT

i IR VN UBRINN - DRI - LIRP-IN

g UBRIMN - Y383 - SN - PPTIULS

: 18th Floor, M.L.C. Building |

£ Cnr. Collins & Elizabeth Streets, Melbourne, 3000.

: Telephone: 62-0041
- AH. B. WIENER 91-3885
i

AN NN NN ENEENNNEEEENN
Printed by E. H. Gibbs & Sons, 19 Niagara Lane, Melbourne, for the publisher S. Goldstein,
7 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick, Victoria, 3185, Australia




IRENA KLEPFISZ (New York)

the rebbitzin
pubic hairs

during the war the old rebbe

germans were known
to pick up infants

by their feet
it  first
swing them through the air

and smash their heads 1
i screamed

against plaster wals. my lungs

i knew

i could still hear
with a husband

when they turned

coming at me

hard to the wall

i am here with you
into the wall

cracking

her capsize beneath me

death camp

when they took us

to the shower i saw
her sagging breasts
and remembered
and turned my eyes away
her advice a woman

a scholar

sparse

on the gas i smelled
pressed myself
crying rebbitzin rebbitzin
and the advice you gave me
as the blood burst from
i watched
i screamed

her nails in women’s flesh
my blood in her mouth

when they dragged my body into the oven i burned
somehow .

slowly at first i could smell my own flesh  and could
i managed hear  them grunt  with the weight of the rebbitzin

to escape that fate.

it was sunny
was distinct
beneath

and they flung
her hair burning

when i pressed through

her on top  of me and i could smell

against my stomach

the chimney

and clear  my smoke

i rose quiet  left her

Yom Hashua - 1977

by RON ABEL

“... We are the torch bearers for the sur-
vivors, and for those who did not survive, but
desperately tried to live in order that they might
tell the story — the painful Haggadah of the
sufferings of our people. ...”

— DAVID MANN

Is it possible for us to see the Holocaust in
more than one focus, from more than one vant-
age point? The black view is indeed one which
comes first and most clamantly to our minds,

which has eaten into our mational consciousness
and which will be part of our racial memory for
as long as there are men and women who call
themselves Jews.

The darkness is too dazzling for us to look
upon it with a fived gaze. A man can go mad
considering if not the immensity of the crime,
then the littleness of it. Are we too small, can
our human consciousness not comprehend six
million murders? — then think of only one Nazi
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guard pushing only one Jewish child into one
gas chamber. Is that easier? One wishes to run
screaming from the thought, and multiplication
ceases to have any meaning. In faith there is
no lack of black views.

Historians have written that you can never
plan the future by the past. This may seem a
strange negation of a historian’s own craft, but
there is much truth in it. A moment’s thought
will remind us how seldom the experience and
memory of the past are called in and assist us
in our view of the future.

Had the world — had the Jewish world —
even remembered the past, remembered Pharoh,
remembered the Crusaders, remembered the
Cossacks, would they not have seen what was
coming in the 1930°’s? Would they mot, in the
words of one of the last radio appeals to come
out of the Warsaw Ghetto — stormed heaven
and earth, to witness, to avert the fate which
was rushing down upon them? The Holocaust
itself therefore is not something upon the mem-
ory of which alone we are entitled to plan the
future of the Jewish people. Our duty is not to
plan upon the memory of what happened, but
to plan upon what did not happen. We must fix
our backward thoughts and our forward views
not upon what our six million bothers and sisters
did in those years of fire and terror, but upon
what they did not do.

Sometimes we lose sight of the fact that we
are dealing with a period of almost twenty
vears. The war against the Jews of Germany
did not commence only in 1933 when Hitler
came to total power. In the 1920’s already,
broken windows and broken heads cast long
shadows of events to come.

e = —- oo —

During the years that have passed, group
attitudes have passed through several phases. At
first, there was a sort of dumb horror, a desire
for oblivion, for non-knowledge, as the sheer
magnitude of what had happened began to be-
come apparent.

Then came a period: of questioning, of un-
easy looking over shoulders; of wondering. “How
could it have happened? Why did the Jews let
it happen so easily? Was there sufficient resist-
ance? Was there too much collaboration? How

could it have happened?”

I hope_and believe that this phase at least is
over for ever.

What did not happen in Europe, in the Holo-
caust? What did not happen was that the Jewish
world did not come to an end, and neither was
the Jewish spirit burnt into nothingness. What
the Jews of Europe did not do was to disinte-
grate. As flesh and bone, G—d help us, they dis-
integrated indeed. But as souls, as living Jewish
souls, they did not disintegrate. As the puppet
leaders set up by the Germans in the Ghetto
told his masters “I have no power in the Ghetto
— another authority rules there”.

And here is something to cling to and to teach
our children the values we inherited — the edu-
cation we strive for — the communal life we
seek and the vision of justice and future re-
demption which we pay for.

We come together on the 14th April to pay
tribute and to mourn the martyrs of the Holo-
caust, in solemn communal unison. Six million
Jews. G—d grant them rest — G—d grant us
strength to be their reserve and their witnesses
— and make us worthy.

The Commercialization of the Holocaust

by MASHA LEON (New York)

Is there a drought in Africa? Are millions
starving because Sahara winds have blown away
the top soil? Is there a flood in India? Is a min-
ority group seeking self-determination or libe-
ration from oppression? What do you do to
reach the seemingly comfortable, complacent,
“giving-saturated” American public? How do

you break through the barrier of indifference?

You oy Holocaust! You summon Ausch-
witz!

The Holocaust has been turned into a Pav-
lovian event for all reasons. Under an umbrel-
la of self-serving piety, “Madison Avenue”, the
media and special interest groups have been
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packaging the Holocaust for profit, fund-rais-
ing, public relations and even interference in
social planning. They do not understand the
Holocaust. They use it.

To illustrate this travesty, here are three ex-
amples where this Catastrophe to the Jewish
people was used as a catalyst for attention-get-
ting, for donations and for a distorted mis-
reading of American and Jewish history.

On Tuesday, February 17, 1976, the New
York Times carried a full page ad for Eyewit-
ness News program, “Suffer the Little Child-
ren,” with a headline that read: “It's not Ausch-
witz, 1945. It's New York, 1976.” The illustra-
tion was of a tiny starving infant. The copy
read: “There’s more to child abuse than bruises
and black eyes. There's physical and emotion-
al starvation. Incest. And, all too often, death.
And in almost all cases the people who commit
these crimes against children are the same
people who created them. Their parents.”

The Holocaust has no examples of mothers
beating their children because of their own un-
happy childhoods. To compare Auschwitz with
the “battered child syndrome” is to reduce the
planned, technologically sophisticated system
of mass execution to the level of an individual
trapped in internal rage and then unleashing
it at his own child. Auschwitz was a produc-
tion-line programme, carefully choreographed,
where children, en masse, had their brains
splattered against walls, were dropped, still liv-
ing, into flames or lime pits, were disembowled
before their parents’ eyes. It is an unfair and
anguishing analogy.

On late night TV, a public relations annunce-
ment by DROUGHT of Maryknoll Media Re-
lations, asked for funds for the hungry children
of Africa. The theme of this particular 30-secs.
spot was that the world had been silent when
six million Jews had died, and we must not
allow this to happen again, continued the voice-
over.

How do you compare, how to you equate,
the rampage of a deranged mnation with the rav-
ages of nature? The Holocaust was a man-made
calamity and human interference could have
averted its aftermath. Nature’s calamities are
rarely previewed or announced and man can
only stand by helplessly until the damage is

over — and then react. To put both on the same
value scale is to reduce the “Final Solution” of
the extermination of an entire people, to a cap-
rice of the elements.

Both the network and the Maryknoll group
lost sight of the chasm between their most com-
mendable intentions and the illustration they

held up as the attention-getter. They sought the

compassion of the listeners. Compassion is our
admission ticket to the human club. But by jux-
taposing the Holocaust alongside tragedies root-
ed in other causes, the public becomes unable
to feel for anything that is a lesser tragedy than
in the ‘millions. And the Holocaust becomes
another bad weather report.

In an article, “Ellis Island: Red, White and
Grey”, published in Phoenix (a Queens College
newspaper) in February 1976, the writer noted
that, “Ellis Island is a proper memorial to the
U.S. immigrant. It is a negative tribute to Ame-
rica; it serves as a conscience the way Ausch-
witz and Buchenwald remind the Germans of
their past.” The writer, a young Jewish woman.

The writer here used Auschwitz, again, to
make a point — and a most inaccurate one. To
compare those infamous concentaration camps
with their experiments, planned slaughter
houses, ovens and crematoria to Ellis Island —
is historical heresy. True, Ellis Island was no
paradise. It was on the same time-band with
child labour, fourteen-hour workdays, disease
and death, despair and discrimination on a level
no longer known in America today. The sweat-
shop was mo haven, but neither was European
serfdom, pogroms, religious or political persecu-
tion. The “stinking hold of the ship across the
Atlantic”, was but a momentary rite of passage
— to hope and future. It was not a sealed cattle
car en route to gas chambers or gallows.

Immigrants sought Ellis Island with a vision-
ary zeal. No man, woman or child went in
search of crematoria. Were it not for Ellis Island
millions of Americans — Jews — would have
been part of the Holocaust statistic. So why the
comparison if not to ditsort history?

These are but three of dozens of similar mis-
intercretations and misreadings and misuses of
the Holocaust. Auschwitz, Treblinka, Dachau,
Bergen-Belsen — the death factories of the
1940’s, have become easy marks any time some-
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one wants to champion an injustice, protect a
vested interest, make a point or enhance a poli-
tical or philosophical stance. It has become
cheap currency to display the Holocaust as a
mirror against a monetary crisis whose cause and
effect are an eternity removed from Hitler’s
nightmare. A nightmare, that cleverly juxtapos-
ed and staged, is used with Machiavellian skill
as an open-faucet means to empty pockets, re-
lease check-writing cramps or short-circuit legis-
lation or political action. I do not speak of Jewish
causes or Israel’s survival. Both have their roots
in the Holocaut and to refer to the nightmare is
usually justified.

But natural disasters and man-made horrors
do mot belong on the same agenda. To use the
Holocaust as a turn-on for guilt, is to loose sight
of how close the world came to the end of
civilization as we know it. A philosopher once
noted that the measure of a civilized nation is
how it treats its Jews. There has to be a Richter
scale for human tremors as there is one for
temrestial tremors. Otherwise our perspective
becomes dangerously distorted.

Is there police brutality (verifiable or not),
the it's “Quick! The Brownshirts, the Gestapo
aer upon us!” Does someone suggest zero popu-
lation, birth control, abortion, sterilization —
for valid or humane reasons — and out pops
Hitler’s programme of genocide. Meaningful
legislation meant to help, once tainted by the
spectre of the Holocaust, takes on macabre im-
plications and is discarded for fear of misunder-
stood intentions.

The horrors of the Holocaust, the concentra-
tion camp pictures, are a contemporary camera
exhibit constantly on display in our inner minds

and souls. These are the reminders of what has
been and must never again be allowed to
happen. The books and exhibits and films, if
written and created to give insights and mean-
ing to the Holocaust, to demonstrate to a new
generation, too young to remember or not yet
born, of what had happened are to be supported
and commended. But the Holocaust must mot
be allowed to be huckstered wantonly whenever
a new campaign — valid or not — needs that
extra “push”.

We must object to the Holocaust being used
as a “hard-sell” to get past the hard shell of
indifference on the part of a public saturated
by disaster and violence that the media spews
out daily in a volume too vast to digest.

To manipulate the public to respond to an
assortment of accidents, mishaps and misfortunes
through the seasoning of Auschwitz, is to de-
mean the deaths of millions and to absolve the
world of a sense of timeless guilt and responsi-
bility. The Holocaust, like the Inquisition-Ex-
pulsion, Chmielnicki’s Massacre — is a people’s
monument, a landmark of inhuman behaviour.

If each catostrophe is likened to the all-pur-
pose Holocaust, then you rob the minor dis-
asters of their unique tragedy simlpy by sheer
number differentiation. And you reduce the
calamity of a Totalitarian Regime gone Mad, to
a defective engine, a land-slide or a political
issue.

Man should not have to be flagellated con-
stantly to behave like a human being. One
should not summon the souls of the Holocaust
in vain.

Warsaw’s First Lesson

RECOLLECTIONS
By GEDALIAH SHAIAK (Melbourne)

A general adage insists that Time heals old
wounds and that scars disappear. We are in-
creasingly removed in time from those dreadful
events we describe further below. There are,
however, memories which are deep-rooted in
our consciences and minds which constantly

linger and haunt us.

One of those recollections is WARSAW’S
FIRST LESSON which I encountered on that
fateful October day, 1939.

I remember the day when Gen. Brauchitsch’s
troops iswaggered b- icolumn atfer column —
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through the deathly stillness of Warsaw’s bomb-
blasted streets. German motorcyclists were
dashing to and fro to make sure that these
streets were clean enough to receive the invin-
cible German Army. Here and there were half-
charred corpses and pools of blood; hunger-
crazed people were tearing at a dead horse
with their bare hands. All that had to be re-
moved, so that the camera lens of the “Propa-
ganda Campaign” might not register undesirable
details.

Pilsudski Square was filled with German sol-
diers. For even an invincible army must take
a rest. Bare-headed Polish soldiers in dirty, torn
uniforms surrounded the field-kitchens. On the
other stide of the Square “Hitler Youths” from
the “Osthilfe” distributed soup and bread to
the hungry civilians who had gone without food
for weeks. The people reached out with their
hats or bare hands to catch a drop of soup, and
the cameras rattled, preparing newsreels for the
world to see how the victorious German Army
was feeding the starving population.

Surrounded by a silent, anxious group of
Jews and Poles, a dark-skinned Ibespectacled
soldier was holding forth. He introduced him-
self as Hans Mueller, a primary school teacher,
from Berlin; and he admonished his listeners as
though they were a pack of noisy schoolboys:

“But why the cool welcome? Where are the
flowers and the cheers with which the popula-
tion should have welcomed us? Is it not clear to
everybody that only the profound stupidity of
your Government forced us into this war? . . .
We are not fighting peaceful citizens . . .”

Across the road several youths had approach-
ed a German soldier, and one of them, bolder
than the rest, touched him on the sleeves and
mutteerd:— “Brot!” The soldier, redfaced and
clumsy, reached into his haversack and gave
him a piece of bread.

“There my friends,” and Mueller pointed to
the scene across the street. “There you have
seen one small example of the unbounding gen-
erosity of the German soldier . . .”

In the first hours of the occupation the Ger-
mans were not yet able to distinguish between
Jews and Gentiles. It happened that the youth
who got bread from the soldier was a Jew.
Some angry Poles denounced him at once,

shouting: “Jude, Jude!”. A short row followed,
the Jewish lad fled with his face bleeding and
one of the Poles snatched the bread. Hans
Mueller laughed:—

“We have nothing against the poor people,
we are your friends, your liberators, we come
to throw off the yoke of the bloated, grasping
capitalists and oppressors that sapped the very
marrow from your bones. I daresay we have
quite a job ahead of us here . . . helping you
to help yourselves, trying to re-educate you.
You should consider yourselves fortunate that
we have taken the trouble to come and help
you to clear up the mess. Why, then, this silence
this fear?...”

One of the listeners tried to explain: “What
would you say if a foreign army marched into
Berlin, and Berlin looked like Warsaw now?”
His sweeping gesture took in the shattered
streets and gutted buildings that showed their
skeleton frames against the skies.

“What?” roared Hans Mueller, no longer po-
lite and condescending. “That cannot happen!
Our Fuehrer and ourselves, all our people will
take care of that. For thousands of years to
come, Berlin will be the centre of the mew
Europe, of the New World. You're daring utter
such a probability?”

Hans Mueller drew his revolver, and the next
moment the questioner fell dead at his feet.
Thus the primary school teacher from Berlin
closed his first lesson in re-education in Warsaw.

His lesson revealed its true meaning the next
day. It was followed by an avalanche of horrify-
ing acts, atrocities and later the total butchering
of 3 million of Poland’s Jews.

With typical German functioning thousands
of centuries old communities were set on fire,
wiped out and their inhabitants deported to the
gas chambers. At the end, in implementation of
Hitler’s final solution for the Jews in Poland, the
Nazis embarked on their scheme to liquidate
the ematiated and starved remnants of the War-
saw Ghetto, and on 19th April 1943 set fire to
its ruins and stormed it with tanks and heavy
armour.

When entering the walls, the German troops
were met with the resistance and defiance of its
defenders, who alhtough ill-equipped with only
small fire-arms, presented the foe with stiff re-
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sistance. The defenders were small in numbers,
but hardened with determination and armed
with perseverance, ready rather to die with
dignity and honour as Jews and human beings
than in the gas chambers.

Hence the Ghetto uprising raged for long,
long days shaping its heroic course, till the last
of the starved and ematiated fighters died. But
in this unparalleled battle the Germans also paid
a high price with hundreds of dead troops and
destruction of their weaponry.

The Warsaw Ghetto uprising demonstrated to
the world that the Jews infiicted the first signi-
ficant puncture in the shield of the invincib!-
Nazi army.

Berlin was shoked and furious and so was the

BOOK REVIEW

hierarchy of the Third Reich, as such a happen-
ing was totally unexpected.

Sadly enough, no other mation of occupied
Europe followed in the footsteps of the Warsaw
Ghetto, though being in possession of vast re-
sources of manpower and arms. History books
are silent on that fact.

In retrospect, the martyrdom of the Ghetto
fighters was not in vain, and came again and
again alive in more concrete instances the last
three decades in Israel.

Reflecting on the event, one must see the
Ghetto uprising as the first lesson Jewish fighters
taught the Germans in those fateful days in
April 1943, which spelt out a prediction that
their own doom was already in wake.

“The Survivor”

AN ANATOMY OF LIFE IN THE DEATH CAMPS, by TERRENCE DES PRES,

Oxford University Press

By SERGE 1. LIBERMAN

For one who, like myself, was born during
the war and grew to awareness long after, it
has been a source of ever-renewed amazement
and awe that a generation of survivors could so
effectively have reconstructed their lives and,
indeed, in many instances, have prospered de-
spite all. That these people should have re-
mained sane at all, speaks for the resilience and
will of human beings. It is to these latter quali-
ties, as manifested in the extreme conditions of
concentration camps, that Terrence Des Pres
addresses himself in this book.

In these camps, it was not enough for the
captors merely to kill. It was necessary, first, to
dehumanise their quarry, both to break their
spirit and to make it possible for them to do
what they did. The process of dehumanisation
began early. Men, women, children were crowd-
ed into airless box-carts where, over a period of
days, they became stifled by the rising stench of
urine, faeces and vomit in which they stood.
Arrived at the camps, those who survived the
journey were literally shorn of everything, even
their names, and became victims to the caprices

of chance. At all times, they were threatened by
and subjected to “selections”, to the whims of
their guards, or to dysentery starvation, exhaus-
tion.

Millions died but, also significant, many sur-
vived, chose to survive, refusing to be crushed.
The survivor stayed alive in body and in spirit,
enduring dread and hopelessness without the
loss of will to carry on in human ways, and he
stayed alive, too, to record in later years what
he saw and endured as both witness and parti-
cipant. Arriving at the camps, many suffered
total inner collapse wherein dignity, fortitude,
hope and the very spirit died prior to their own
physical death. Unable to adjust, they were the
most vulnerable to the loss of all desire to live.

Those who survived this phase and the cap-
rices of chance, disease and starvation passed
through a second stage, one of healing and
inner repair during which there was a turning
back to life and a renewed emergence of self-
hood. Daily rituals — of washing, of tying one’s
shoelaces, even of rising each morning when
exhausted sleep was the more tempting — as-
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sumed supreme importance; for to care for one’s
appearance meant that to remain alive was still
held as worthwhile. Life depended upon keep-
ing dignity intact, and this, in turn, depended
on the daily never finished battle to remain
visibly human. Not to care, whether as cause
or effect of inner breakdown, would have meant
rertain immanent death.

With this turning back to life, communal
activity and solidarity became possible. Under
threat of death, meetings were held, children
taught, medicines and arms obtained, the con-
demned concealed. Mutual help, gift-sharing
and moral support increased, the survivors sus-
tained, though without sentiment or special
hope, by some inner power which life provided
when all else had been stripped.

If all this was heroic, then it was not the
heroism of the traditional hero, both as fact and
in fiction, who knowingly chose sacrifice and
martyrdom in the service of some high ideal.
Rather, the survivor was heroic in his resolve
to live against all odds and to preserve intact
his integrity and humanness against a situation
where decency seemed stupid or impossible.
Survival became an act whose value extended
beyond the individual who survived.

Survival, too, became imperative. The sur-
vivor had a need, already nurtured in the camps
to record the events and make the truth known.
In the survivor's voice, the dead’s own voice was
active; the survivor’s scream was a way of
leaving a trace. His pledge to record became a
way, too, of transcending the helplessness which
withered hope and self-respect, and of offset-
ting the victim’s disappearance into oblivion and
silent anonymity.

“God has kept away from the concentration
camps,” writes Des Pres, “and what was done,
miraculous as it may seem, was done by human
mind and will.” There was something else be-
sides, some other element more basic still that
was innate, biologically instilled through inherit-
ance, and biologically effective through the
emergence of structures of behaviour,—evident
in all living things, whose main purpose was to
maintain the social basis of life. This represents
the second phase, that of adjustment, reintegra-

tion and recovery of selfhood. The survivor,
having turned back to life, fought merely to live,
certain that what counts is life and the sharing
of life. There was no other grand design or
established harmony in existence. Life had no
purpose beyond itself; life was its cwn ground
and substance; the entire aim of its vast activity
was to establish stable systems and to endure...

“At the heart of our problems,” writes Des
Pres, “is that mihilism which was all along the
destiny of Western culture ... (and in which)
the value of life has been reduced to zero, to
excrement.” The survivor is evidence of some-
thing deeper, of a stratum of the human psyche
that is life-affirming and life-sustaining,.

“A. biological wisdom exists, prompting us to
know that in life’s own needs the spirit can find
a home. Not noble or god-approved, not espe-
cially dramatic or sublime . . . but rooted in the
plain happiness of work and communion with
others, and in the small shared universe of
physical joy which is our due as creatures of
flesh. And also this; that in birth and growth
and fruitfulness there is meaning enough to
quiet our hunger for high cause — concrete
significance, perpetually renewed i n the striv-
ing and sorrow and brief accomplishment which
living demands from day to day. The sun is
here, as survivors and condemned men know.
Life, the earth in its silence, is all there is. . . .

“And one thinks now of the survivor, not as
an emblem or a symbol, but as he is, in rags
and dirt, his face the face of anyone, his eyes
just barely bright. His soul lives in his flesh,
and what his body says is that the human spirit
can sink this low, can bear this torment, can
suffer defilement and fear and unspeakable hard-
ship and still exist. In our time, the fate of man
and the fate of life are one.”

Des Pres” book is articulate and resonant, its
attitude deeply reverent, its effect, despite the
pain, overall ennobling. Its faith is in man, in
man, and in man again.
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“Speak To Me In Yiddish”

A Profile

o/ Sheva Zucker

By AMY STONE

It had to happen. The student search for ways
to be Jewish in America has moved towards a
desire to be part of the Judaism of the students’
own parents or, more often, their grandparents.

For an increasing number of students, this is
coming to mean an interest in the Yiddish
language. Young Jews are getting their first
taste of Yiddish in college classrooms. This is
a “new” current in American Jewish life. Isaac
Bashevis Singer was right when he said, “We
Jews suffer from many sicknesses but never from
amnesia”.,

Some of the more active young Jews have
taken to promoting the use of Yiddish with a
missionary zeal. Their aim is to make Yiddish
part of Jewishness for young American Jews.
One of the young people at the centre of this
activity is Sheva Zucker, an evangelist for Yid-
dish who has been stumping college campuses
with an energy and enthusiasm matched only by
the Lubavitcher hasidim.

Sheva grew up in Winnipeg, with people
pinching her cheeks and telling her how cute
she was speaking Yiddish, so she always felt
that Yiddish was a warm, wonderful language.
Now, at 24, she may well be the world’s first
Yiddish-language field worker. With dark hair
and dark brown eyes that are animated when
she talks about Yiddish (and just about every-
thing else), Sheva Zucker is one of the best
advertisements going for Yiddish.

As she visits student and adult groups in the
United tSates and Canada, she finds that one
of the hardest things to deal with is the stereo-
typed notion of what an enthusiast for Yiddish
should look like. “Students expect me to be a
little old lady from the Lubavitcher hasidim
or someone waving the red flag of socialist revo-
lution,” she says. Sheva herself is interested in
Yiddish as an important part of her own secular
Jewish life.

Sheva is part of the Yugntruf (Youth for
Yiddish) movement, which has been bringing
the joys of Yiddish to students in North Ame-
rica, South America and Israel. Founded in 1964
Yugntruf has headquarters in New York and
many branches in other centres. It publishes a
quarterly magazine in Yiddish, and is doing an
upbeat business getting Yiddish close to people’s
hearts with T-shirts that have the word “Yiddish”
printed on them.

After years of feeling the need for a field
worker, Yugntruf was finally able to hire Sheva
when they received what they hope will be an
ongoing grant from the Zelitch Charitable Trust
in Philadelphia. Since the start of the school
year, Sheva has spread the word for Yiddish —
usually in English — to students at many col-
leges and universities in U.S.A. and Canada.
Besides the Yiddish language, Sheva has been
speaking about the folk-ways and customs of
East European Jews, and the future of Ashke-
nazic culture in america. “Actually, I spoke a
lot about the past” she says, “and America’s
Yiddish-language socialist movements.”

The first Yugntruf field worker is carrying on
a tradition of family firsts in Yiddish. Her mother,
Miriam Pearlman Zucker, went to the first Yid-
dish kindergarten in North America, though
the family had no idea it was an historic de-
cision. Sheva’s mother’s parents icame from
White Russia in the early 1900’s. “Zeide was
supposed to go to Texas, but he missed the
boat and came to Winnipeg — whatever miss-
ing the boat means,” Sheva says.

“Mother’s family was so involved with the
I. L. Peretz Folk School in Wmnnipeg that
marrying into Zeide’s family was like marrying
into the school.” Sheva and her sister Rochele,
who now works for Air Canada, both graduated
from the Peretz School. “Here it sounds so
esoteric that we went to a Yiddish day school
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but there were 600 kids in the school when I
went. Canada’s not so much of a meltng pot as
the United States.

Sheva says she gets most of her Jewish feel-
ings from her father, who has been active in
Winnipeg's Yiddish community theatre, Yiddish
weekly newspaper, and Jewish public library.
She describes her father as “an old-style pro-
letarian intellectual,” a printer from the pro-
vince of Lublin in Poland. Before World War
I, Meyer Zucker worked as a printer in War-
saw, where he knew many of the Yiddish poets
whose books he printed. After Hitler’s rise to
power, he escaped to China through Russia,
Lithunia and Japan. Zucker spent seven years
in China, working as a printer setting Chinese
manuscripts and acting in Yiddish theatre. He
then spent eight months in Japan, until he was
able to leave for Canada.

Shevas’ father is stil active in the Bund. “I
always crack people up,” says Sheva, “when I
tell them how I learned about the Winmipeg
Bund, whose membership consisted mostly of
my father, my uncle, my aunt and a few other
homey faces.” As a teenager attending a Bnei
Brith conference in the States, Sheva stayed
with family friend and Holocaust scholar Isaiah
Trunk, who asked her, “How’s the Bund in
Winnipeg?” She was asked again in Montreal.
When she got home, embarrassed and indignant
— she demanded to know, “What’s this Bund
everyone’s asking me about?”

“Here I was,” recalls Sheva, “the daughter of
a Bundist — unaware. It shows the monolithic
way North American Jewry has gone. In East-
ern Europe, there were leftist Zionists, middle
of the road Zionists, Mizrachi, Anarchists,
Bundists. It’s a shame that people mnow don't
know there are all these alternatives”.

Although sometimes branded as such, Sheva
doesn’t consider herself a Bundist: “I'm too
much of a Zionist for the Bundists, but too much
of a Bundist for the Zionists. I'm very ambiva-
lent. I think of Israel as a special place, but I
thing of here as a special place also. People
think of Bundism as an anachronism, but it
should really catch on. It’s socialism with an
emphasis on where you are — ‘hereness’. Wher-

ever you are, that’s the most important Jewish
community.”

Sheva seems to have amalgamated the best
of both worlds. She describes her Yiddish school
as pretty Zionist: “I came home with Yiddish
songs about Jerusalem on my lips. When 1 was
ten, I had this incredible desire to go to Israel.
I remember asking, ‘Daddy, dont you want to
go to Israel” When he said, ‘Not particularly,’
I remember thinking, ‘My father must be the
only Jew in the world who doesn’t want to go

3

to Israel.

When Sheva finally made it to Israel three
summers ago, she was already fluent in Hebrew.
She had studied both Yiddish and Hebrew at
the Jewish Teachers Seminary-Herzliah in New
York and was capable of teaching both langu-
ages. She spent a month in Kibbutz Barkai, a
Hashomer Hatzair kibbutz where her mother’s
brother lives.

She says, “I'd like to go back to a kibbutz
for a while. I think it is as close to an utopian
society as you can get. As for living in Israel, I
can't see how it would make me feel any more
Jewish. T really don’t think the land is necessary
to make me feel Jewish, though I certainly feel
the magic Israel has for Jews.”

She still hasn’t reconciled the warm family
feelings she has for the Yiddish language with
her experience in the Columbia University
graduate Yiddish programine. “The Yiddish
academic life was very shattering. I had to ac-
cept the fact that not all people in the field are
Yiddishists; and that some see Yiddish unemo-
tionally, as an academic pursuit.”

With her emotional involvement in the lan-
guage, Sheva Zucker is one of the people most
likely to turn others on to the message of the
Yugntruf button she wears: Redt mit mir Yid-
dish (Speak to me in Yiddish). She sees a
Jewish language as a very important ingredient
of Jewish culture: “It’s not that the Jews sat
down in Eatsern Europe and said, ‘Quick, give
us a language because we have to be different
from the goyim’. The language developed be-
cause Jews had a need to express themselves
differently.

“The words have layers of meaning attached
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to them. Theyre intriniscally tied to religion
and history. If you want to have a really good
understanding of the last thousand years in
Eastern Europe — hasidism, anarchism, folkism,
Zionism — you should know Yiddish. The sec-
ular Jews in Eastern Europe couldn’t get away
from the traditional Jewishness of the language
and they didn’t try to. They spoke about the
martyrs of the Russian Revolution as the
kedoyshim and referred to May Day as the
workers’ yomtov.

“Yiddish is tan emotion-packed language.
There are really good curses and really good
affectionate words. When I think of people I
like, I always think of them in Yiddish terms.
I feel most fluent when I can stick in words
from both English and Yiddish, though it’s an
academic abomination. Not that other langu-
ages arent emotion-packed, too. It's not a
competition.”

When people ask her whether she’d choose
between Yiddish or Hebrew as the Jewish lan-
guage, her answer is the same: “It’s not a com-
petition. Do you choose between your father
and your mother?” She believes that “Hebrew
should be the language of Israel, the language
to bring all the Jews together. But for the
diaspora, Yiddish has historical continuity.”

The new interest in Yiddish among college
students spread to members of the Havura
movement, and a group of students, including
Sheva, started a Yiddish house. Sheva lived
there when she was studying at Columbia.

As a Yiddish field worker, Sheva is continu-
ing to act on her belief that “it’s important to
create an environment where it makes sense
to speak Yiddish, with meetings to go to, holi-
days to celebrate with Yiddish songs and Yid-
dish poetry to read.” Part of the appeal of the
language for her is its specialness. She wonders
if Yiddish would still seem so special if every-
one spoke it, but she doesn’t consider that a
possibility shell ever have to deal with.

Between field trips, Sheva runs the Yugntruf
resource centre, answering letters from around
he country, such as one from California asking
whether to get a Yiddish typewriter, and de-
veloping the selection of teaching and research
materials which include Yiddish puzzles, Ha-
gaddas, song books, dictionaries and a biblio-

graphy she has compiled of Resources and
Materials for the Yiddish Student and En-
thusiast.

Out in the field, Sheva continues to work at
overcoming the student belief that anyone who
speaks Yidish must be from the shtetl or the
modern equivalent in an Orthodox community.
She has been doing her best to add the secular
element, explaining that at the turn of the cen-
tury in America, Yiddish was the language of
Jewish socialist movements, with Yiddish poetry
and demonstrators on picket lines chanting their
slogans in Yiddish. Even so, at the end of her
visit to a student group in Montreal, where she
had spoken in impassioned terms of the glorious
tradition of the proletarian struggle carried on
by Jewish socialists in the Yiddish language, one
of the students still wanted to know if she was
from the Lubavitcher hasidim.

She is not discouraged. “I see my job,” she
says, “as making people aware that Yiddish ex-
ists and that Eastern Europe was not all a
horrible shtetl existence.” She is not worrying
about the life expectancy of the Yidish langu-
age. When people tell her, “Yiddish is dying,”
she answers, “Well, youre dying, too. Some-
thing is alive as long as someone’s interested
in it. Yiddish is going to be alive as long as I'm
alive. And after that, I don’t really worry.”

People see her as a missionary, Sheva admits,
but that is certainly not how she sees herself:
“I'm not one of those Yiddishists who thinks
Yiddish will save the world. When you offer
people a language, you can’t promise them
they’ll be happy. It's a weird thing to try to
sell. Knowing Yiddish makes it a nicer, more
beautiful world for me, but I can’t expect other
people to relate to Yiddish the way I do. They
didn’t have my family, my home, my school.”

As to how Yugntruf’s first field worker will
assess her effectiveness, Sheva says, “I'll know
there are concrete results if students come to
study Yiddish in the Columbia summer pro-
gramme after they’'ve heard about it from me,
and if there are more subscriptions to the Yugnt-
ruf magazine, and more requests to help start
Yiddish courses. Maybe, three years from now,
people will decide to study Yiddish because I
put the idea in their heads.”
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1977 Y7200 303 17D 1943

VICTORIAN JEWISH BOARD OF DEPUTIES

JEWISH DAY OF
REMEMBERANCE

FUNCTION COMMEMORATING THE WARSAW GHETTO UPRISING
and in tribute to the SIX MILLION MARTYRS OF THE NAZI HOLOCAUST
THURSDAY, APRIL 14, 1977, AT 8 P.M. AT THE ST. KILDA TOWN HALL

Speakers: A. ZELEZNIKOW — yiopbisa
Dr. ALAN UNTERMAN — encLisH

Full programme in Yiddish, Hebrew and English

Auspices: VICTORIAN JEWISH BOARD of DEPUTIES
“KADIMAH”
STATE ZIONIST COUNCIL
KATZETLER

HAZKARAH: Carlton Cemetery, Sunday, 17th April, 2.30 p.m.
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