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Editorial
Survival and Re-Creation

By SERGE 1. LIBERMAN

There exist miracles in Jewish history which
tradition ascribes to the workings of a divinity,
of which the miracle of Creation is the most
awe-inspiring for man in general, and that of
survival the most wondrous for the Jew in par-
ticular. These are recognised, accepted, un-
derstood.

But what may be less clearly apprehended,
because too close, is the miracle, not of sur-
vival, but of re-creation of patterns of living
that could well have been rooted out of events
of a clearly-remembered past.

Thirty-two years ago, there ended a phase
of Jewish history comparable to — some would
argue, incomparably greater than — the ages
which saw the destruction of the First and
Second Temples. A remmant emerged, shaken
if mot shattered, inevitably depleted by what
it had experienced.

That this remnant should have emerged, as
from a cocoon into the light, to create new
communities and to reinvigorate flagging old
ones in all comers of the world, this was mir-
acle enough. The dry sociologist, ensconced in
untouched comfort, might reduce to herd in-
stinct the forces that brought Jews together into
communities where mere number restored secu-
rity to the individual hapless orphaned Jew. Let
it be granted that this be true. What can be
less ascribed to instinct is the quality with which
such communities have been imbued.

The creation of Israel and its transformation
into a modern state is, for the Jew in our time
the prime example. The emergence of a so-
phisticated American Jewry out of the unpromi-
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sing material of poor, tired, ‘huddled masses’,
‘the wretched refuse’ of her teeming shore, is
another. These are impressive indeed, and all
the more overwhelming when cognisance is ta-
ken of the sheer numbers, the human material,
the accumulated mass of individual energies that
went into the re-creation of living on shores dis-
tant from one’s home.

It would be fatuous indeed #&r compare the
Jewish commmunities of Australia, Argentina,
South Africa or Canada with those other mono-
liths. But the underlying principle still obtains.
Only the scale differs. The growth, proliferation
and consolidation of day-schools, congregations,
Zionist groups, welfare organisations and cul-
tural bodies, many supported and maintained
on a voluntary basis by scores of individuals
committed to their own vision of what is im-
portant, is testimony to the spirit which has,
despite enduring hell, nonetheless survived.

But lest it be thought that these organisations
are the be-all and end-all of an individual’s or
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a community’s life, let it be stated here that
these are still merely the foundations which,
once secure, are called upon to support a finer,
more magnificent structure which is culture,
creativity, art.

The ‘huddled masses’ laid the foundations,
their children consolidated them. The commu-
nity is ready for the third phase without which
its permanence, its character, and the inspira-
tion and conviction to continue cannot be guar-
anteed.

This journal may be too brittle, too paltry,
a thing to support such rhetoric, but it opens
its pages to just such creativity which, built
upon what has gone before, can ensure that
the miracle of survival and re-creation will, as
seen by a future generation, have made sense.

Serge 1. Liberman
June 1977.

Jewish Program on 322
(ACCESS RADIO)

Monday 9.00—9.45 p.m.

9.00 p.m. — News and Commentary in English
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Interviews and News from Israel.

9.25 pm. — Yiddish Program with Music.
Interviews and Community News.

JEWISH PROGRAM ON 3ZZ (Access Radio)
Tuesday — 9.00—9.45 a.m.

As above.
PROGRAM IN YIDDISH & HEBREW ON

3EA (Ethnic Radio)

Friday 3.00—4.00 p.m.
and Sunday 10.00—11.00 a.m.

3.00 p.m. — Yiddish Program with Request
Programs, Quizzes, Folklore.
3.30 p.m. — Hebrew Program with Music

and Talks.
7 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick, Vic. 3185,

BARBARA SCHENKEL
The Aliens...

To my friends

1.

We belong to nowhere —

And it shows in our dreams.

Our country of birth is behind barbed wires
And iron curtains...

It is hard to go back,

The people are different there now —

It is so many years since we left...

Our new country is just an emply room,
Love does not smile at us here,
Everything is strange,

People do not try to understand —
Here we will be aliens for ever...

2.

The earth that bred us,

The land of our forefathers,

Is far away

And it does not belong to us anymore.
Blood 1is spilt there,

And hate, and injustice.

We belong to nowhere — — —

3.

We are a lost generation.

Our parents did not have time

To rear us into manhoods

They were killed too soon.

Our children do not understand us
They grew up in a foreign land.
And now, ‘

When Death with a grin on his face
Waits behind our door,

We are lonely and afraid.

4.

We regress into our childhood dreams,

And this is the only safe place we know.

It is warm there and we need not be afraid.
If they only were not so far away...

These sweet dreams of our childhood.

Melbourne, 1977.
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Israel After the FElections

By YEHUDA SVORAY :

The rise to power of Menachem Begin and
his Likud Party has gladdened the many
staunch ‘supporters of the Revisionist section
of the Zionist Movement, has taken aback La-
bour supporters and has amazed those who
wished to bring about change in Israel through
giving their vote to the new Democratic Move-
ment for Change, headed by archeologist turn-
ed politician Prof. Yigal Yadin.

Initial reaction in what is ususally icalled
“world opinion”, expressed through the media,
has been rather rash, highlighting Mr. Begin’s
past as the leader of the Irgun Tzvai Leumi
who fought the British during the final, crucial
years of the British Mandate over Palestine.

Press reaction in Australia was rather more
cautious than its counterpart in Western Eu-
rope and America. At any rate all observers
had to agree that “vox popoli — vox dei” — the
voice of the people was the voice of God, and
that the “revolution” which seemed to have
taken place in Israel was a direct outcome of
the democratic system which gave the elector
a choice between different parties.

Incidentally while the Likud now prepares
to take over the government of Israel and La-
bour tries to recapture its breath after the elec-
tion defeat of May 17, another electoral con-
test is around the corner — the elections to the
13th quadrennial convention of the Histadrut,
Israel's General Federation of Labour.

When this article will be in readers” hands it
will already be after the elections which take
place on June 21. Although observers of the
Knesset election campaign, myself included,
have proven completely wrong in their predic-
tions when they said that Labour would
scrape in as the next Government, it stands to
reason to presume that within the Histadrut
changes wil be much less drastic. First of all,
DMC has very little standing within the Trade
Union Movement and can therefore not syphon
off the same amount of votes from ILabour
Alignment. Within the Histadrut protest votes
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— if they should at all become prevalent again
— would rather go to the leftist groups of “Shi-
nui”. It stands also to reason that some of the
voters who wished to “punish” Labour for its
mismanagement of affairs and to humiliate the
leaders because of the various scandals and
misdemeanours, were unpleasantly surprised
how far-reaching the “punishment” had become
and would therefore wish to somehow
redress the situation by voting traditionally at
least within the Histadrut.

Again, it must be stressed that when we say
that it “stands to reason” — there is always the
possibility that the predictions will come to
naught and events will take quite a different
direction.

There can, however, be little doubt that sup-
porters of the Histadrut will find their life work
endangered by the rise of the most vociferous
adversary of the ideas behind the Histadrut’s
extra-Trade Unionist activities. Within the His-
tadrut, therefore, a rallying of anti-Likud for-
ces might well be expected in the near future.

It should be mentioned that for the first time
Likud has presented a candidate for the post
of Secretary General of the Histadrut, Mr. Da-
vid Levi from Beit She’an to oppose the Align-
ment’s Yeruham Meshel. The DMC list includes
the former manager of one of the Histadrut’s
industrial complexes, Meir Amit, who left the
Labour Party a few months before the Knesset
elections.

Notwithstanding the Histadrut elections, it
now seems almost certain that Menachem Begin
will form the next Israeli Government. Agudat
Yisrael and Poale Agudat Yisrael, who have five
seats in the new Knesset between them, have
not as yet made up their minds to join Likud.
It seems that these two ultra-orthodox groups
will agree to support a Likud Government on
condition that Likud acts strongly on the ques-
tion of work on Shabbat and the problem of
conversion to Judaism, without actually enter-
ing the Coalition. Should Aguda join the Coa-
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lition, the Likud could master 63 votes in the
Knesset including the National Religious Party
(12), Shlom Zion of Arik Sharon (2) and Mr.
Flatto-Sharon (1).

Menachem Begin will be most anxious to cre-
ate as wide a coalition as he can possible mus-
ter. His suggestion to Labour to form a Natio-
nal Unity Cabinet was not empty gesticulation.
Mr. Begin knows as well as anybody the enor-
mous political, economic and social problems
Israel will have to cope with in the very near
future. He would like to guide the state with
as much national concensus as possible because
some of the decisions which will have to be tak-
en might be most hurtful — both in the econo-
mic field and in the political arena — and he
would like to take these decisions without hav-
ing to overcome too much internal opposition.

It seems however that such far reaching ag-
reement between the two major political par-
ties of Israel is not forthcoming. Labour has
been mauled too badly and besides — the posi-
tions both on economic issues and on the all
important question of the territories — seem to
be much too far removed to allow such all em-
bracing coalition.

Negotiations are now under way with the
Democratic Movement for Change. This group
which came out as the third strongest parlia-
mentary faction with 15 seats, has its raison
detre in change of the system of government,
of the economy, of social priorities, of moral
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standards etc. For DMC to sit in opposition
for the next four years would be tantamount to
opting for oblivion. Should Yadin’s party join
the coalition it would of course mellow the
otherwise quite wigid political stance of the
Likud orientated government.

A Likud government totally dependent on the
religious parties would naturally emphasise to
an even greater extent the disappearance of the
dividing line between State and Religion, pre-
cipitating the process of religious interference in
the lives of Israeli non-orthodox citizens.

It is more than difficult to predict now, even
before the new coalition has been established,
the path the future government will choose.
Most observers will agree that a change of
management was overdue in Israel. The new
leaders must be given a chance to prove them-
selves. Their political actions rather than their
declarations will count,

Israel needs a strong and determined govern-
ment. But it needs a leadership which will,
once in power, seek to further the interests of
all citizens and will act responsibly and maticul-
ously from the point of view of democracy.

A new era might have started in Isracl. Even
political opponents of Likud would hope it will
be for the better.

YEHUDA SVORAY is General Secretary of the
Zionist Federation of Australia.
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The Israeli Elections— Which Way to Peace Now??

By NORMAN ROTHFIELD

Discusion about the Way to Peace in the
Middle East is ‘painful fand depressing now
that the news comes to hand that Israel's next
Prime Minister is to be Menachem Begin.

Begin has said that he is ready to hold peace
talks, but he has also re-affirmed fis policy
that the West Bank of the Jordan is part of
the State of Israel. Thereby, the Arabs who
live there have little choice in determining
their future, and this is the negation of peace.

Any way to peace between two peoples re-
quires some understanding of the needs and
aspirations of the other side, or, even to put it
cynically, it requires respect for the economic,
military and political capacity of the opponent.
Beigin’s policy is not only to confront the Arabs
and to confront the United States and world
opinion as well. If a Frenchman with Beigin’s
background and credo became Prime Minister
of France, or a German like him became Chan-
cellor of Germany, Jews the world over would
denounce that man as an obstacle to peace.
While inevitably Jews will tend to be more to-
lerant towards an Israeli leader, this tolerance

should mot be mixed with illusions.

The Likud has criticised the Rabin Govern-
ment for being too soft with the Arabs. Their
formula for peace is to be tough. To under-
stand this, one should think of Arabs in three
contexts: — 1) Arabs who are Israeli citizens;
2) Arabs in the occupied West Bank and Gaza
Strip; and 3) the Arab states and the Palestine
Liberation Organisation.

1) ISRAELI ARABS

A common but superficial judgement can be
summed up by saying that — “The Arabs are
materially better off than they have ever been
or than are Arabs elswhere — and where else
do you have Arab communists sitting in par-
liament?” This rhetorical statement is not
without substance, but to probe deeper it is
necessary to examine the total life of the Arab
citizen in Israel. Who better to speak than the

former Minister of Arab Affairs, Shmuel Tole-
dano?

Speaking in April 1977 to the “Jerusalem
Post”, Toledano referred to the Israeli Cabinet
decision for the integration of the Arab mino-
rity which was a Jewish problem. He said that
efforts to implement the decision had been sa-
botaged by the Jewish bureaucracy and went
on, “When half-a-million people feel that they
are not equal, that they are not part of the de-
cision-making process, that is dangerous... Not
only do the Arabs not wield any power in the
political parties or in government, they seem
not to exist in the bodies which decide their
own fate”. ~He instanced the Histadruth
officialdom.

2) ARABS IN OCCUPIED LAND

It is when we come to the position of Arabs
in the occupied territories who are not Israeli
citizens, that the concept that Israel has been
‘soft’ on the Arabs becomes frightening. As I
write this article, I have at hand account in a
daily paper of conditions of Arabs in the West
Bank under military rule. It is something I
have personally witnessed in my travels — a
picture of distress and anger against the Israeli
military government. Sometimes the anger
bursts out, usually by acts of school children or
youths. The elders have had hopes of freeing
themselves of foreign rule through the help of
United States, the United Natioms or the good
sense of the Labour Government in Israel. Now
they are to bbe told by the new Ismaeli govern-
ment that they will never have self-rule and that
military government is here to stay. The con-
sequences cannot be foretold and the future
for peace is indeed bleak.

3) THE ARAB STATES AND THE P.L.O.

The Arab states, who carry the major respon-
sibility for rejecting the United Nations Partition
Plan in 1947, and for invading Israel, have in
recent years, and particularly since 1973, came
reluctantly to the conclusion that they have to
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accept Israel as a fact, and are ready, condition-
ally, to recognise Israel’s sovereignty.

But what of the PLO?

The PLO has two voices. Unofficial reportls
say that the PLO is ready to do a deal. Ready
to stop violence and recognise Israel if Israel re-
cognises the right of Palestinians to self-deter-
mination and to create their own state. President
Carter is the latest of these unofficial sources.
He says that if the Palestinians are given a home-
land (Carter’s ambigious expression), the PLO
will recognise Israel.

But the PLO official voice is its Charter, call-
ing for a ‘secular democratic state” for all Pales-
tine.

Recently, at its March Congress in Cairo, the
PLO pased by an opportunity to ease the way
to an Arab-Israel conciliation. In Israel, people
were watching closely the PLO Congress, look-
ing for a significant change in its policy. But the
changes, carefully studied by foreign observers,
were not considrable. Certain formulations were
modified and Yasser Arafat was given a free
hand to negotiate.

It should be remembered that discussions
had been taking place over a period of many
months between members of the PLLO and mem-
bers of the Israeli Council for Israel-Palestine
peace. These included such disinguished Zion-
ists as Major-General Matti Peled and former
General Secretary of the Labour Party, Lova
Eliav.

Although officially disapproved of, the talks
were favoured by a large section of Israeli opin-
ion. And the talks showed changing PLO opin-
ions with a strong posibility of compromise.
After these talks and before the PLO Congress,
former Prime Minister Rabin said even if the
PLO Charter were changed and a readiness to
accept Israel is expressed, there will be not Is-
racli recognition of the PLO and no Palestin-
ian state set up separate from Jordan.

This tough statement naturally strengthened
the voices of the PLO hardliners. But if the
PLO had risen above this provocation and let
the Israeli people hear what they wanted to
hear — viz. a revised PLO Charter — the cause
of peace (as well as the interest of the Pales-

tinians themselves) might have been further
advanced.

However, whether docile or belligerent, the
PLO is a factor which cannot be ignored in
any Middle East negotiations. The way to
peace requires recognition of facts, be they
pleasant or unpleasant. The PLO is recognised
by the Arab world and is part of it and a hund-
red nations accept it as the voice of the Pales-
tinians. When it has committed terrorist acts,
it has operated with Arab weapons and from
Arab territory and, on the whole, with the ap-
proval of the Arab states.

If Arab staes negotiate with Israel, they can
reject any terms proposed by the Israeli gov-
ernment, but they cannot (much as they would
like to do) decide who that government should
be. The position with the PLO is not dissimilar.
Israel can accept or reject Arab proposals, but
they cannot tell the Arabs who their represen-
tatives should be.

It is significant that such thinking has been
shared by such diverse politicians as Professor
Harkabi (adviser to Rabin), General Sharon,
and Major-General Matti Peled, Chairman of
the Israeli Peace Council. For years, an ob-
stacle to peace was Arab reluctance to accept
the fact of Israel's existence. It is ironic for
Israel to make a similar mistake. The path
to and peace settlement requires an acknow-
ledgement of the opponent. One can set con-
ditions for negotiations, e.g. mutual recogni-
tion, but each side must be allowed to deter-
mine its own delegation.

If President Carter, as many others, now
seems to believe that the PLO could be in-
duced to talk the same language as President
Sadat, the logical thing is to challenge the PLO
to prove it.

AT A PEACE CONFERENCE

The hurdle of getting a peace conference
started at the moment seems gigantic. Except
at the dictation of the super-powers. But if a
conference were held, the machinery for settl-
ing the Arab desire for the return of territory
and TIsrael’s desire for secure and recognised
boundaries should not be so hard to reconcile,
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provided there is genuine goodwill. Both sides
have a tremendous stake in freeing the area
from the threat of war.

There can be demilitarised areas, e.g. Golan
Heights, with mixed forces or neutral troops in
control, there being provision that such forces
can be withdrawn only with the agreement of
both sides (the farce of 1967 cannot be re-
peated). There can also be special alarm sys-
tems; specific contractual agreements made
face to face between the parties; no foreign
troops or bases on returned territory; provision
for leasing to Israel for five, ten or twenty
years, strategic areas such Sharm el Sheikh;
Jerusalem to be undivided but with special
Arab rights to be granted. especially in regard
to Holy Places; with diplomatic and economic
relations, tourism and open frontiers to follow
at appropriate times.

Such details, at the moment, seem like pipe-
dreams. We must remember, though, that the
war of 1973 was dangerous not only to the com-
batants. In the course of the war, the Ameri-
cans felt compelled to proclaim a nuclear alert.
The memory of this provides a serious warn-
ing to the major powers. They have a substan-
tial stake in changing a status quo which car-
ries the seeds of all-out war.

Since the Israeli elections, the danger has in-
creased. It is well to remember, however, that
the Likud, who received 43 seats, had a total poll
of less than 109 above that of the previous elec-
tions. And seeing that Israeli opinion polls have
shown a 2:1 ratio in favour of territorial com-
promise, the Likud can hardly claim a clear
mandate for annexation.

From all accounts, it seems that the vital
factor in the election was the parlous economic
situation. The electorate was angry with the
gavernment for the scandals, inflation, depres-
sed economy, incerase in personal hardship,
and the business manipulations practised in re-
cent years. But the underlying cause has been
the unresolved conflict with the Arabs which
has imposed a military burden of enormous pro-
portions on a small nation.

The way to peace, then, depends on those
who have to complete the coalition of Israel’s
new government (and all those who have any
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influence on that government) to abandon an-
nexation and urge not less but more effort to
reach an understanding with the Arabs; and
to drop idle talk of willingness to go to Geneva,
but face the basic conditions which would en-
able a Geneva conference to be a success. Cer-
tainly any Israeli government must look to ba-
sic security without the goodwill of the out-
side world, and with understanding that
Palestinian Arabs have the same desires for
national expression as have Israelis.

The burden of the past is heavy. On the
one hand, Israel’s history of 2000 years without
a home, crowned by the traumatic memory of
the holocaust. And, on the other hand, the Arab
fear of the Westerner in their midst, the me-
mory of imperialism and colonialism, and now
the shock of a new Israeli government with a
leader whose name they know well — Mena-
chem Beigin.

A Jew could look at the Greek-Turkish dis-
pute and could give helpful, friendly and pro-
bably sound advice. Can he do the same when
Israel is one of the parties?

Norman Rothfield is publisher of “Path to
Peace’.

NOTICE — MELBOURNE RADIO CALLED
ANTI-SEMITIC

Senator Wheeldon called Radio Station 3CR
anti-Semitic for rejecting ‘Paths to Peace’ from
its broadcasting.

Would anyone wanting information about
this or anyone who would like to help in some
way contact Norman Rothfield, Box 85, Fair-
field, Vic. 3078.
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WEVE ALL GOT PROBLEMS

REFLECTIONS ON THE MELBOURNE JEWISH STUDENT MILIEU
By ALAN UNTERMAN

On the surface, the Jewish tertiary student
in Melbourne is much like his counterpart in
other Anglo-Saxon countries. He/she is from
a middle-class background and not beset by
insuperable financial problems; is well integ-
rated into the secular industralised society of
which the University or College is a reflec-
tion; is aiming at a ‘safe’ vocation in the pro-
fessional world as lawyer, accountant, econom-
ist, doctor or dentist; and identifies a
Jew with varying degrees of commitment,
probably most often when the issue sur-
rounding the State of Israel's legitimacy
are at stake. All in all a well-rounded,
stable youngster, brighter than average, and
troubled by the kind of problems which are
the common heritage of young men and women
everywhere in the Western world.

This image is not simply a false perception
of what is, after all, a complex conglomerate
of different individuals about whom any
generalisation would inevitably be precarious.
It is, however, a surface image which is likely
to mislead the casual observer and lull him in-
to a state of complacency about the problems
facing the Jewish student. If one probes a
little deeper into the factors which make up
Jewish student reality, one finds a very differ-
ent picture emerging. 1 wish to set out these
factors, and the inevitable insecurity  they
breed, in a schematic way so that the real pro-
blems are not swept under the carpet.

By sharpening our perception of a situation
we 1may not necessarily be able to resolve its
inherent contradictions and weaknesses, but we
shall at least be able to realise the limitations
of any solutions we propose.

(A) ROOTS

The vast majority of Melbourne’s tertiary
students are the children, or at most the grand-
children, of European migrants. They are with-
out roots as Jewish Australians. Although they
have successfully adopted a thick veneer of

Australiana — an interest and, indeed, a passion
for football, surfing, beachside holidays, the
own-your-own syndrome, the sense of spacious-
mess, the parochialism, the anti-intellectualism,
the tolerance and the unwillingness to involve
oneself in matters outside the concerns of one’s
private world, the quest for materialism, status
and security — the have not inherited these va-
lues from their parents in a natural and bal-
anced way.

What is characteristic is the need to ovei-
adapt to Australian mores, to ‘make it" as fully-
integrated Australians, without the critical abi-
lity to evaluate the relative merits of the var-
ious features of the Australian way of life. The
need to be accepted is common to all citizens,
but is acutely felt by the children of migrants
whose parents have brought with them a dif-
ferent set of cultural values, attitudes and emo-
tional responses. Inevitably, the parental in-
fluence is not blended in a wholesome and cre-
ative way, but represents an unresolved sub-
stratum over which a ‘more Australian than
thou” cover is tightly drawn.

Ths young Jewish Australian  personality
emerging from this process is one in which the
Jewish and Australian components  structure
themselves in the guise of latent and manitest
personalities.  In ordinary circumstances, the
young Australian Jew is an Australian who hap-
pens to be of Jewish origin and backgreund. In
situations of crisis and threat, particularly when
Israel and Jewish ethnic existence is at stake,
the situation is reversed and we find the stud-
ent transformed into the Jew who happens to
be an Australian. This doeppelganger si-
tuation, where the student is possessed
of a double personality, indentifying at
times with his environment and peer group.
and at times with his parents and ethnic com-
munity, helps us to understand the in-built in-
stability of student life on campus. When, dur-
ing the annual ritual attack on the state of Is-
rael in the name of Palentinian liberation, the
young Jew is threatened, he responds totally
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and unreservedly. Tis unresolved Jewish com-
ponent takes over and he stands up to be count-
ed as a Jew and a Zionist. As soon as the
threat passes he resumes his all-Australian
stance and his Jewish identity becomes, once
more, an unresolved layer of the other half of
his personality.

Individual students do indeed see the double-
headed nature pf their existence, and being
unable or unwilling to live this way resolve on
emigration to Isracl, greater Jewish self-aware-
ness, or, at the other extreme, a conscious at-
tempt to eradicate their Jewishness as a way
out of the impasse. The majority of Jewish
students either do not perceive the incoherence
in their reactions, or are incapacitated in their
attempts to do anything about it. They cannot
find a balanced way of being Jews as part of
their on-going everyday identity mor can they
simply become fully Australian. It will ob-
viously take several generations wuntil there
emerges anl integrated, baalnced and seoure
Australian-Jewish personality with a specific-
ally Australian-Jewish synthesis which injects
his total ilfe-style.

B) THE HOLOCAUST TRAUMA

It is in the mature of traumas that because
of the severe psychic damage they inflict they
are often repressed and rejected by the con-
scious mind. The Holocaust is a shadow which
hangs ominously over all segments of modern
Jewry, but more especially over the children
of the survivors of the death-camps. To these
children of the Holocaust, the trauma which
the experiences of their parents’ generation
presents, an experience which is theirs vicar-
iously during their childhood and intimate con-
tacts with their parents, is an integral part of
their unresolved Jewish personality. Much of
the strength of their emotional feeling in res-
ponse to the threat to Israel is a displaced re-
action to this trauma. Israel under seige is the
Holocaust relived. Their inability to do any-
thing about the Nazi slaughter and its after-
math is transmuled into their inability to res-
pond to attacks on the Jewish state.

The Melbourne Jewish student community
is fthus at its most intense, most committed,

most active when the Palestinian issue is rais-
ed on campus. It perceives this issue in an
cmotive perspective, a perspective inextricably
bound up with the suffering and impotence of
its parents’ generation. The emotion and in-
volvement, however, are a steam valve which
allows one dimension of their residual Jewish-
ness to maintain its uneasy equilibrium. Their
own life style and choices may have little con-
nection with a concern for continued Jewish
survival, and their reaction to the Palestinian
and Arab challenges is not a well thought-out,
rational affirmation of the value and meaning
of Israel reborn.

From the point of view of the Jewish edu-
cator some unnerring conclusions follow from
this analysis. Far from being a sign of com-
mitment and interest in things Jewish, the emo-
tionally pro-Israel response of many young
Melbourne Jewish students is precisely an in-
dication of an unwillingness to measure up to
their own unresolved internal polarisation. In
most cases, when sufficient emotional energy
has been burnt up over the issue to satisfy the
traumatised doepperganger, students have no
wish and no need to explore. themselves and
the issues and no need to explore themselves
and the issues any further.

C) INTERMARRIAGE

The relationship of the Jewish student to his
non-Jewish fellow-student is a problem area
which is usually resolved in one of two ways.
Either the Jewish student bands together with
other Jewish students, not necessarily as part
of a formal grovn, in order to foster security
and to limit contact with non-Jews — in which
case his interests mecessarity become parochial
and inward-looking, thereby preventing him
from learning to relate naturally to his essen-
tially non-Jewish environment. Or else, he jet-
tisons whatever meaningful Jewish invclvement
he may have in order to be aecepted fully as
a member of the wider student body.

This inability to create a synthesis between
two conflicting cultural elements has its reper-
cussions for intermarriage. Few Jewish stud-
ents are so totally assimilated either in their
own selves or family backgrounds that they
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can intermarry with ease. Their residual Jew-
ishness, however, may mnot act to prevent inter-
marriage, it may merely serves to create a cri-
sis situation in which the Jewish part-
ner searches ofr a solution where he
can preesrve his Jewish personality sub-
stratum whilst yet marrying a gentile. Be-
cause on the surface he is an Australian who
happens to be of Jewish origin, there is little
to prevent him from entering a situation which
intermarriage is the finevitable outcome. The
underlying resistance to the marriage is not
based on any rational assessment of the value
of separate Jewish cultural existence. It is the
feeling element of Jewish identification, often
strengthened by Jewish schooling, but un-in-
tegrated into his life-style of the Jewish part-
ner, which offers resistance.

The reason why intermarriage is not more
widespread is that many Jewish students are
afraid of associating with non-Jews, feeling in-
secure, uncomfortable or threatened by them.
They do not know why they do not inter-date,
but they feel that they can not do so. This is
a response with arouses antagonism both in
the non-Jew and in the Jew who can socialise
more freely. It is an attitude which the Jewish
student may well be challenged about, and to
which he has no rational answer. Whilst the
Jewish community may be glad that its youth
does not socialise and inter-date, it is clearly a
disturbing phenomenon indicative of a basic
instability within the psychic make-up of our
Jewish youth. The emotional response to Jew-
ish identification may weaken with time, and
when is does there will be nothing else to re-
place it as a factor making for continued Jew-
ish self-preservation.

D) RELIGION
Any prognostication about the viability of

Jewish life in Australia in the future must raise
the question of Jewish religious indentity. The
Melbourne community in particular will have,
in due course, to come to terms with the crisis
affecting tradiitonal Jewish patterns of life
and thought. Melbourne is, on objective gro-
unds, the most viable of Australia’s present
Jewish settlements, and it has a very heavy
vested interest in religious institutions and

structures. Yet it has failed to produce any-
thing like a form of Jewish religious life suited
to the conditions of Australia in the 1970s.

The older Anglo-Jewish model has been su-
perseded with the influx of European migrants
who arrived during and after the second World
War.  The Anglo-Jewish patterns of Judaism
failed to embody within themselves a regene-
rative process that could keep Jewish religious
life vibrant and communicable from one gene-
ration to the next. This is evident from the de-
mography of Melbourne and Sydney Jewry up
to the 1930’s. The community dwindled nu-
merically, the quality of its Jewish life and prac-
tice decreased, and culturally it failed to move
out of the stagnation of a Jewish-tinged accul-
turation to Australian mores. This is not to
denigrate the fine personality types who emer-
ged as leader of the Anglo-Jewish scene in
Australia. The Judaism which they created
was of a non-transferable kind, and itself was
dependent on a much more vivid and intense
environment into which they were born and
brought up.

Currently we are going through a period
which may be characterised as a religious, cul'-
tural heneymoon., The older generation mani-
fest an intense Jewishness deriving in part ]ﬁl‘()ll]
the Eastern European shtetl, and in part irom
the experience of the Holocaust. The younger
generation at university or college is living on
the borrowed time which this honeymoon .has
provided. It has developed no resources of ‘its
own to continue and build a future for Jewish
religion when the honeymoon is over. The
group of extremely orthodox Jews who —are
managing to extend the religious honeymoon
for their families, and cven to attract small
numbers from non-religious backgrounds, are
also producing a negative side-effect. They pre-
sent the community and the student body with
vicarious religion, with an extension ot t.he
shtetl in Australia. The shtetl and its Jewish
style is dead. The sooner its death is faced, the
sooner will its death lead to a new birth of Jew-
ish religious life in an Australian context. ‘

The prevalent Australian anti-intellectuall?m,
coupled with the Hasidic anti-intellectualisin
which is the heritage of most Melbourne Jew-
ish migrants (from Poland, Galicia and Hun-
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gary ), militates aaginst a cold hard look at the
religious situation. This is apparent in the
embarrasingly enthusiastic reception accorded
the Counterpoint teams of young religious Jews
from the North American continent. United
States Jewry is attempting to bridge a theolo-
gical and practical gap between traditional re-
ligious values and life-style and modern living.
Awstralian students are only presented with an
image of Judaism in their community which
they cannot accept and an Australian way of
life which seeks to ‘un-Jew’ them at every turn.
Most Jewish students have no interest in, and
understanding of, Jewish religion. They find
an uneasy Jewish identity in an ethnicity which
has no cultural content but strong emotive
overtones.

Without a stable and challenging religious

MICHELE NAYMAN

base to work from, Australian Jewry is dying
with the passing of each generatiom. Qur Jewish
school system may well produce ~Hebrew- or
Yiddish-speaking youngsters who feel for Isra-
el, react instinctively to anti-semitism, and
band together with fellow-Jews for security.
But it is failing to produce Jews who wish to
live and explore themselves in terms of Jewish
religious and cultural concepts. Few students
read books on Jewish history, philosophy and
religion, few Jews attend lectures on these sub-
jects, and only a handful pose to themselves the
leading questions surrounding Jewish —man’s
struggle with its own nature, his environment,
and his traditional beliefs.

ALAN UNTERMAN is currently Hillel director
in Victoria.

CONCRETE AND STONE, JERUSALEM

L

Concrete poetry: not shapes

but essences. In search of

a poetry which promises

life. This chair — it holds me;

this roof — is shields me;

and the lights burn with a phosphorescent
vigilance,

a scrutiny of the blind.

II.

The memory of a boy with soft shiny hair,
eyelids in shadow;

tossing his head like a very young foal,
tumbling into my shoulders,

tumbling into —

II1.

Nightfall.

The city sleeps and yet is alert, aloof;
the windows see mothing and everything.
The air is uneasy;

the walls wait.

And I? I sit and wonder at the concrete,
at the stories of the stone.

KUNEITRA, JANUARY 74

When the time comes to bury your-dead.
do mot count them —

numbers can convey no grief,

numbers can give no hope.

Mourn not your dead.

simply thank them,

and let the history of this place be that of
the living.

ENDPIECE

Please, no superficial poems:

no baskets of apples or wistful dawns,
or beginning that promise you love.

No easy similes or reassuring metaphors
of worlds which revolve around smiles.
Gone.

In my poem there are no streetlamps
of images, no words which shape

the city-scape of dreams:

just the solitude of air,

and a gratitude.
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Pinchas Goldhar, the Pioneer of the Jewish

Creative Word in Australia
By YITZHAK KAHN

It is nearly one hundred vyears since the
great Jewish migration from Eastern Europe to
the New World began. The mainstream, as is
well known, flowed towards North America,
where numbers soon ran into millions. The
migration to other lands was, by comparison,
much smaller, while to Australia came only a
trickle from that massive migration tide.

It is necessary to underline this fact when
considering Pinchas Goldhar’s stories of Jewish
immigrant life in Australia, as it is also vital to
recognise the enormous contrast between New
York and Melbourne to understand the lone-
liness and insularity experienced by many Jews,
torn as they were out of the Jewish-Polish cru-
cible and transposed upon a sparsely-populated
continent lying isolated, far from the% world at
large, let alone the Jewish world.

When Goldhar writes of his hero Benjamin,
that “he did know what to do with his empty
evenings and wandered between the dark rooms
of his silent wretched house, sighing deep and
long”, he was not describing the exception but
depicting rather the hollow fewish existence
experienced by the Jewish newcomer from
Europe. Joe Benjamin (in, the story “Old
Friends”) is, for Goldhar. a living corpse, as is
his friend Isaac Green. Their lives became rust-
ed and shrivelled, through weariness and
through indifference to everything about them.

To be sure, these characters whom Goldhar
paints in a state of personal and national dis-
integration are not entirely representative of
the westernized Jewish element which at least
created something — particularly in the field of
philanthropy — and laid a foundation for a Jew-
ish community according to a limited percep-
tion. But just as Mendele Mocher Sforim had
wanted, with his sharpest satirical colours to
paint his Kabzansk characters and focus a Ju-
piter-light mpon the “Yiddishe torbe”, so did
Goldhar, through his Benjamins and Greens,
want to startle and warn of the dangers that
threatened the young community. It is as if

the author had asked himself in a state of de-
pression, “Are we not all destined to become
gangrenous here? To be dried out of all our
human and national juices as happened to
Benjamin?”

Neither uprootedness nor separation
living springs were the main troubles that plagu-
ed the Polish Jew in Australia. Nor even the
difficult economic conditions which he en-
countered in his new home, but his loneliness,
his alienation, the standing on the empty sub-
urban streets of Melbourne where for hours
on end not a living soul would pass, let alone
a fellow Jew.

In America, whole Jewish Shtetls had been
transplanted. “Men of Kuzmin” met each other
in the shops and in landsmanschaften, where
one could talk out one’s heart and forget for a
while “the bread of affliction”.

from

That was not so easily found in Australia. In
this sub-tropical continent, the Jew had to
search with a light for a httle warmth of the
spirit; he suffered his uprooted loneliness day
and night. It is this element that found expres-
sion in the stories of Goldhar.

Pinchas Goldhar came to Australia in 1928,
having served his literary apprenticeship —in
Lodz. He had studied journalism with the
Warsaw Wszechnica and worked for a while
with the “Lodzer Tageblatt”. Here he took
his first steps in the literary world, particula.n'ly
in his poems and songs in which one perceives
an echo of those stormy times and the con-
temporary modernistic experiments in the spi-
rit of the “Group”. We are reminded of those
times, where from the new literary Mount Sin-
ai: Peretz Markish, Melech Ravitch, Uri VAN
Grinberg and Moshe Broderson stormed down
with their new Tablets of the Law.

All this Goldhar left behind him
settled in Australia. Not only did he shake off
his contrived verses and his “sins of youth” po-
etry — Australian reality did not permit itself

to be viewed through the rose-tinted glasses

when he
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which he had brought from Poland — but he
was also struck dumb for at least the first ten
years in the new country.

In 1987, Goldhar published in the first Aust-
ralian-Jewish Almanac, his first story “The Pion-
eer”, which gives us the key to his deep pessi-
mism in depicting the hard-edged local terrain
and the struggles for survival and continuity.

Sam Rotman, the main character, is a pion-
eer on an estate, a farm in a remote wilderness
set in the midst of empty pastures. On that es-
tate, he experiences bitter and difficult times.
But he does not break, for he feels upon his
shoulders the hand of history. He harbours
within himself the mission to establish a Jew-
ish settlement, to make productive the Jewish
luftmentsch.

His neighbours — Irishmen, Chinese — re-
gard him with astonishment: What does this
ty Jew want; what naive fantasy has possessed
him to create in the wilderness a settlement for
Jewish ffarmers? With justice, hfis neighbour
O’Brien asks him, “What do you care so much
abouth the Jews foi?.. Theyre doing as they
fit. Whose business is it?”

It is difficult for the Irishman O’Brien to
understand the pioneering impetus of a Sam
Rotman. He understands the practical nature
of the city Jews, and views with suspicion the
impracticalities of those who bear a mission to
provide for all. He says openly to Sam Rot-
man:

“Youre a strange people, you Jews. Rest-
less, always worrying, serious. Why don’t you
take life easy, simply, as it is? Why do you ask
of things more than they can give? You your-
self, for example. You've become a farmer, that
is all right, be a farmer then. But youre makin’
out of your few acres a whole isue. And the
worst part of it is that the issue has become
the main thing, and the farm itself and your
whole work somethin’ of no account”.

The only one who understands him is Jean,
O’Brien’s daughter. But in her speaks the logic
of the heart, her feelings towards him giving
a special importance to his plans to become a
true Australian pioneer.

Goldhar, in his story, touched the root of the
the problem of mixed marriages. Sam Rotman
tries with all his energies not to become in-

volved with Jean. Both belong to different
worlds which may co-exist as neichbours bnt
not in the same household. “What's going on
with me, the devil take it?! T am a pioneer;
here T want to build a Jewish settlement, and
vet I go play love with an Irish shikse!” With
all his logical power, he knows that a Jewish
farmer must have a Jewish house. He must
overcome his feelings for Jeam, just as he has
resolved to fight the wild Australian elements.

Sam Rotman loses the fight. He has been
ready for the greatest sacrifices, has suffered
and tormented himself, a figure alone on a
farm, the greater part of which lies under wa-
ter. He has been ready to sacrifice his feelings
towards Jean and to marry the Jewish girl Rosa,
in order to establish a Jewish farm and raise
a Jewish generation. — It is with this thought
that he comes to the Zelman family. But here
comes his disillusionment. Rosa rejects both
him and his crazy plans for a Jewish settlement,
and Mr. Zelman rejoices at his luck at being
able to return to the city. A small thing — he
has been appointed shammes at the synagogue
‘Anshei Tzedek’ in Melbourne. And those Jews
whom Rotman dreamed of turning into farmers
envy Zelman his stroke of luck. “Some compa-
rison — a farm and a city; remarked Mr. Zelman
in a patronising tone. ‘A man ought to say I-

Sam leaves the Zelmans a crushed man, re-
havdil a thousand times.”
jected not only by Rosa, but also by those Jews
with whom he had wanted to build a settle-
ment.

Sam Rotman embodies faith, idealism, up-
building. He seeks a creative Jewish life with
roots in the soil, but he has, so- to speak, no-
one with whom to share his table. His struggle
is a lost one — that is Goldhar’s conclusion.
Sam returns to Jean. “They stood hard against
one another, their shadows merging into the
darkness.”

It was this darkness that the writer saw
when he confronted the new Jewish reality. It
was with pessimism that he looked upon the
prospect of a creative Jewish life on the Aust-
ralian continent. But rather than calling for
passive submission, his call was to maintain
one’s position, to the end.
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“The last Minyan”.

“The last Minyan” is one of Pinchas Gold-
har’s most craftsmanlike stories. It depicts a
gold-city in Australia, to which, like other gold-
seekers, came Jews from all parts of the world.
In their settlement, Wattlehill, they have built
a prayer-hall and have brought a rabbi from
England, Rabbi Cohen.

Goldhar paints with strong colours the lands-
cape and the adventurist elements which came
to try their luck at Wattlehill. He depicts the
voyage to the town at a time when no train
had reached there and the journey had to be
made by post-wagon.

“The wagon was crowded. A gathering of
gold-seekers travelled with the rabbi. They sat
together, an excited and sweaty lot, in unbut-
toned shirts and rolled-up sleeves. The wagon
was full with their tumult. They laughed, shou-
ted one above the other, smoked ceaselessly
and drank beer from the one glass, sticky with
sweat and froth...

““Here’s to luck in Wattlehill!’

“‘Take this for Wattlehill’, spat an old man
with thin yellowing whiskers which dripped
over his lips. ‘Ask me’, he said, clapping him-
self on the chest. Tm a gold-digger from way
back, from Ballarat still. Those were the days!
We swept up gold and lived, the deuce take
it Came as actress from the stage. from the
great theatres. Was that a woman, let me tell
you! When she started to dance and sing her
songs, the men leapt out of their skins. We took
off her dancing-shoes and filled them with
gold, that she could dance naked, he he! And
she did it, the bitch, but with guns in both
hands, making sure that no-one would touch

>

her’.

““An old man, and he tells such stories’, grin-
ned a sun-burnt traveller. ‘Ya’ ought’a be asha-
med of yourself in front of this holy man’, and
he pointed at Rabbi Cohen, who sat through-
out squeezed into a dark corner, pre-occupied
with a book.

“The crowd burst into crude laughter. The
old man winked, looked at the rabbi and shook
his head.

“It God’s chosen are going to Wattlehill,
then that must be allright. In Ballarat in my
time, you couldn’t find any there, oh no!’

“Rabbi Cohen sank deeper into his comer
and hid his face with his book as with a
screen.”

This is a vivid picture of gold-seeking in
Awstralia, of the reckless elements, Jews among
them, and of the Rabbi who travels to serve
the community at Wattlehill.

The gold gradually runs out and the folk
move on to seek their fortunes in other places.
Wattlehill remains without a Jewish minyan.
The rabbi then hires a minyan (with payment
for all who come to pray), bringing several
Jews from an old-age home in Sydney.

The hired minyan goes on strike, demanding
a rise in their pay, and refuse to keep to their
‘job’.

A last worshipper remains, but there is no
living minyan. “ ‘In what way are we different
from the dead? ”, asks Selig Hirsh, a member
of the hired minyan. “‘Is this life really liv-
ing? ”.

Rabbi Cohen prays in the empty, abandoned
prayer-hall refusing to leave his post, even when
he is the last, standing firm like a ship’s captain
in a shipwreck.

That was Goldhar’s credo for the Jewish
writer, embodied here in Rabbi Cohen. One
may question the contrived ending of “The
Last Minyan”. When Rabbi Cohen puts on his
robe, switches on all the lights as on a holy
day, and begins to pray in the empty prayer-
hall, the story rings of melodrama. But the
point of the story is this — the resolve to adhe-
re to holy principles; with obstinacy to cling to
Jewishness; and to refuse to break merely be-
cause of the indifference of a hired minyan t*(?—
wards sustaining Jewish continuity and survi-
val.

Goldhar’s pessimism is very undcrstundul')lc
when one considers the anaemia of the ]ewnﬂsh
community in his time. The fluid state of the
new Jewish life, its facelessness, the absence ol
readers, and of a creative Jewish circle in gen-
eral — everything together sorely oppressed t].xe
writer-pioneer, Goldhar. And that which did
exist did not afford much hope. As he wrote
his ‘Stories of Australia’ before the war, he
could not have foreseen the inflow of new
blood, but only the sure path to a blank wall
— decline through neglect, as with the Benja-
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mins, and indifference to Jewish continuity. as
seen in the hired minyan or among the Jews
of Sam Rotman’s proposed Jewish settlement.
If this is what happens to the old generation,
which came with the traditions of the old
home, then what can one expect from the new
generation?

“The Circumcision”.

Jack Silver finally persuades his gentile wife
Kathleen to have their son circumcised. He is
in seventh heaven as he runs around trying to
arrange a brith with attention to all particulars.
Goldhar depicts with humour how Jack, the
Jew, lives through the Judaisation of his son,
and portrays his complexes as he boasts about
“Lane”, that it is she, “my Christian wife who
is pestering me... it is she who wants a brith
with all its flavour... what do you say to that?”

But it is not from the humorous angle that
the writer deals with the tragic problem of
mixed marriages. He has in this short story,
highlighted with deep symbolism the spiritual
climate awaiting the Jewish child in the new
community. There is a dramatic moment, on
the day of the circumeision, when Kathleen
lives through the experience of the child, seeing
him as being brought as a sacrifice to an alien,
unknown God. “Suddenly she heard the voice
of the reverend as, solemnly he sang a drawn-
out mwelody with incomprehensible and secret
words, after which there came an abrupt and
gasping cry. She began to tremble — they are
harming her child! At the end, as she is handed
back her child, she hastily marks the sign of
a cross over him. That is the object of the
story, the final action that tells more of the
coming generation’s national destiny than a
host of articles.

This is one-time Jewishness then: — a cir-
cumcision, Bar Mitzvah, tea-spoon Sunday-
school Judaism, and then a whele life in o
non-Jewish alien world, as symbolized in the
cross, which the child sucks with its tirst milk.
It is the face and form of the new Jewish gen-
eration that trouble the educater, writer and
cultural worker.

When Goldhar wrote his stories, there had
not yet been established a single Jewish day-
school nor any youth organization that could

create a Jewish environment. No wonder then
the pessimism which, like a shadow of hope-
lessness, stalked the Jewish writer.

When Goldhar depicts the immigrant Jew
and his anxieties on the new soil, he does not
do so as a mere observer, but rather from his

own experience, portraying the Jew’s bewilde-

red encounter with a mew life-style, and the
strangeness which created so much dread, com-
pounded by incomprehensibility and uprooted-
ness. And then, even before he has tasted even
a little of the new life, he is suddenly visited
by an uninvited guest — the angel of death.

“A Funeral”

This is one of Goldhar’s strongest stories,
which captures artistically the collective con-
fussion and fear, which in turn takes on a mys-
terious character in the bizzare homelesness of
the grave. In the old home, death did not so
disturb the psychical balance of the collecitve.
The idea that a generation comes and a gener-
tion goes had always been evident and natural.
But here, on the new soil, the death of an im-
migrant became associated with the country’s
savage alienness and the bitter disappointments
which were encountered repeatedly in this
golden land.

“With heavy, mournful steps the crowd pas-
sed up and down, staring one another in the
eyes and muttering: “Golden opportunities, in-
deed”... “Much good it was coming out here!”
Death assumed nightmare proportions.

The spokesman of the confused mass is
Moshe the Hawker. He expresses the general
unhappines of the immigrant folk and their
rebellious mood against the officiating rabbi
with a back<to-front collar like a Christian
priest, whose car ds driven by a gentle
driver. “Some country!... That a gentile should
be employed at a Jewish funeral!”

The arrival at the cemeterv where the Jew-
ish section is next to the Christian one with
its crosses and holy figures towering over the
graves, evokes a cold shiver in the traditional
Jews. The earlier murmurs swell into louder
voices: “Where have we been led? It's a cem-
eteryl... May God preserve this country, spat
out Feivel furiously.”

The writer has in this story, brought out the
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conflict between the Westernized Jewish elite
and the immigrant mass, the “green ones” who
despise the country. But its deeper meaning
lies in the interweaving of the fear of the new,
strange life with the fear of death in a strange
and hostile place. “‘Strange soil, this’ sighed
Moishe the Hawker as he took a handful of
earth and rubbed it between his fingers, look-
ing at it thoughtfully. ‘Altogether different
from at home.””

The stresses and conflicts between old and
new immigrants, between members of families,
between settled folk and greenhorns, between
parents brought out to Australia and their
children, — although not new, motifs receive
an authentic individual stamp in Goldhar’s sto-
ries. But it is characteristic of Goldhar that in
his “Stories of Australia”, he has left out con-
siderations and representations of the (old
home. Did he not, like other writers, feel the
nostalgic pull of his childhood and youth. To
be sare, he did. He says, throgh one of his
characters, “One’s true home is where one is
born”. But he held that his own artistic mission
was to establish the new structure and edifice
of the Jewish community on Australian found-
ations.

And this he did with talent and artistic res-
ponsibility.  Neither orally mnor through his
writings was the ever too verbose. On the cont-
rary, a high degree of condensation shines out
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of his works. In a few words, he creates a liv-
ing person. Not only Jewish types, but also his
Australian neighbours does he portray in spare
lines, — as for example, the Irishman O’Brien
who, in o few strokes, emerges before us in
full measure.

During the war years, Goldhar brought out
his inner bond with the ravaged people in
Europe, — creatively rooted out of memory in-
cidents and pictures of his childhood years,
(“The Sale of Joseph”), and described, and
gave form to, the fear in the shadow of the
swastika which showed itself in Australia am-
ongst the refugees from hell (“The Restauran-
teur Mendel”).

Since Goldhar’s premature death in 1947, the
local Jewish community has undergone an en-
ormous change. The tens of thousands of Jew-
ish refugees who settled in the community
brought a transfusion into all parts of Jewish

life. The local community is in every way dif-

ferent from that in Goldhar’s day. But this does
not necessarily give ground for optimism. We
are still far from a satisfactory situation, parti-
cularly in regard to the younger generation
(despite all our day-schools). But for Jewish
culture on Australia, Pinchas Goldhar remains
the pioneer and founder of the Jewish creative
word.

Translated by S. Liberman

from I. Kahn’s “At the Crossroads”.
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Man and His Dog

Short Story :

by MOSHE AJZENBUD

To begin with he wasn't different from the
other boys in the shtetl; he had a home, a fa-
ther, a name. And being endowed (or burd-
ended?) with these pre-requisites a Jewish boy
had to study the Torah.

So Chaim went to Cheder. But, somehow
he couldnt get on with the Holy Writ. The
Book couldn’t penetrate Chaim’s world, and
Chaim felt a stranger in the world of the Scrip-
tures. It wasn’t all Chaim’s fault — he had no-
thing against the Cheder. It was the Cheder
rather (and the Melamed) that tried to upset
Chaim’s order of things, to swallow and con-
quer him. He would have yielded, perhaps, but
tthat other Chaim inside him resisted.

It wasn’t a fair fight. Chaim was blessed
with strong arms, broad hands and fingers like
pitchfork spikes that could grab and hold like
a vice. His breathing was deep and he had
lungs like a blacksmith’s bellows. Not for
him the stale air of the Cheder cellar.
He was drawn irresistibly outdoors to the smell
of the pines in the forest and of the clover and
freshly cut hay in the fields. Even the Melamed
had reluctantly concluded that it was prefer-
able to allow Chaim to leave through the door
than to have him take the Cheder apart board
by board.

Chaim was also the owner of a dog; and
believe it or not, it was given to him by his
father. Chaim was then about ten (or may be
eleven) years old. Chaim’s father, Dovid-Meier,
was a hawker. He did the round of the niegh-
bouring villages in a cart or sleigh, depending
on the season, and bartered earthenware, glass-
ware or beads in exchange for rags, flax, bristle
and occasionally a dozen eggs. His customers-
suppliers were the village women alerted to his
presence by his hoarse shout of “rags, glass,
beads...”

Dovid-Meier was a tall, lean Jew with a

sunburnt face chaffed from the wind. In the
loneliness of the early hours, riding along the
dirt track he used to be overcome by a strange
yet profound longing which would drive him
off the cart. He would walk barefoot in the
damp morning dew looking in wonderment at
the green earth and marvelling at the beauty
and tranquility of the life sprouting around him.
The wet sharp grass gathered around his toes,
cutting, the skin, but he didnt mind; he could
feel the living earth tickling him, swallowing
up his steps. After a while the mysterious long-
ing that pressed in his chest ready to burst
would dissolve like the moming mist and, ref-
reshed he would jump on the cart, urging his
horse with a ringing “gee-up”.

It was from one of these trips that Dovid-
Meier brought the pup and left it in Chaim’s
charge. Dovid-Meier never really knew why
he brought the dog home — did he need a dog
to guard his treasures? Well, it was one of
those things, you know.

One day at dawn he entered a familiar
barn where he used to be given .a friendly wel-
come by the wolflike she-dog. .She now lay on
a bundle of straw, a litter of whimpering pup-
pies jostling and shooving at her side. She lick-
ed them with motherly love and now and then
looked up: at Dovid-Meier as if pleading his
forgiveness for not being able to greet him in
in the usual manner. The owner of the barn,
a friendly peasant, later presented Dovid-Meier
with a puppy. Unable to refuse a gift, Dovid-
Meier took it home. Father and son agreed that
since the dog was a sheep-dog with a wolfish
streak, he should be known as Wolf.

Chaim grew and developed rather well for his
age. When his father used to return from the
country Chaim would unharness the horse like
an experienced coachman and ride it to the ri-
ver for a drink. With a happy yelp Wolf would
follow after them. Like Chaim, he also enjoyed
the clean river water; he even tried to play
with his own reflection — but it always dis-
appeared as soon as he tried to catch it. Omn
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the other hand he quickly caught the knack of
catching fish. When Chaim drew his rod into
the water Wolf lay stretched out on the shore
and like Chaim didnt move a limb — just
watched and waited. As soon as the fish began
to bite Wolf emitted a bark sensing that it
had been hooked, and he would begin to jerk
the line. With the fishing over, Chaim and
Wolf would have a swim down the river,
splashing and playing, bringing the place to
life with the hollering of one and the barking
of the other. No wonder then, that it was only
about his fourteenth birthday that Chaim
finally mastered his prayers.

“Why should we fool ourselves, a rabbi he
will never become” — Dovid-Meier explained
to the Melamed justifying his son’s leaving the
Cheder — “as long as he will manage to say
the Kaddish...”

At Kopl the blacksmith’s Chaim had his
first taste of real living. He learnt to heat a piece
of metal until it was white hot and could be
moulded and hammered into any shape want-
ed, from a horseshoe to a plow. On market day
Kopl's yard was full of peasants who came
to have their horses shoed or the wheels of
their carts and wagons girded with iron rims.
Kopl was then in his element. He would moist-
en his palms to give them a better grip on the
hammer, and with a lot of swearing and curs-
ing force the rim onto the unyielding timber
of the wheel. The struggle over, Chaim would
steer the wheel towards the wagon with Wolf
trying to catch it and barking playfully.

While waiting for the horses to be shoed
the peasants would with great care and delibe-
rate movements roll their smokes, trying at the
same time with short and usually unfinished
sentences to start up a conversation.

“After I was released from the Austrian
camp” — tries one for an opener.. “Yeah, it
was at the time we returned from Germany” —
interposes another, instantly losing the thread of
his yarn. Yet the discussion nevertheless gets
started, and invariably centers around the
War. Chaim then pricks up his ears; he heard
a lot about the war before, and wants to know
more about it. “What was all the fighting about?

— he suddenly asks. They all become un-

easy and look around in bewilderment. The
one whom Chaim interrupted is thrown into
confusion and scratching his head mumbles:

“And how would I know?..., surely, there
must have been a reason.. There must have
been something to fight about...

That wasn’t much of an explanation, even
for Chaim. He may not have been much of a
scholar, but he could think. From the dis-
disjoined bits of conversation supplemented by
the knowledge of the world around him and
aided by his own imagination he arrived at
his own theory of war:

A skunk breaks into the roost at night; in
the morning the peasant finds his fowls killed
and eaten. So what does a sensible farmer do?
He sets a trap, captures the skunk; skins it and
sells the hide. The chickens are gone, the skunk
is dead and the farmer is also worse off than
before. This is war. There are no winners —
only losers.

EE S

Dovid-Meier no longer went to the count-
ry. Kopl's yard was deserted. Without asking,
Chaim knew the reason. Even Wolf sensed that
the world had changed, somehow, and was
content to lie safely behind the fence peering
through the cracks.

Dusty grey tanks dhugged noisily alo.ng
the road followed by army trucks packed with
soldiers in steel helmets. The sky was filled
with metallic birds. “The Germans are taking
over the country” — Dovid-Meier stated the ob-
vious in a deep cracking voice. ~Chaim was
bursting to go outside and have a closer look
at the unfamiliar sights but his father warned
him to stay put—better to wait and see what the
Germans were up to. Dovid-Meier himself,
however, didn’t heed his own advice and. sat
out one day through the back alleys to find
some food, as well as to pick up a lot of news.

He hadn’t gone far when a German officer
suddenly appeared from a lane. Apart from
Dovid-Meier and the drunken German the
street was empty.

Sensing !danger, Dovid-Meier looked for
an escape. It was too late. The officer peered
into Dovid-Meier’s frightened eyes.
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“Tew?!”

Silence.

“No-0-0-0, you are not a Jew. You are a
bird. Are you a bird?...”

Dovid-Meier remained mute. The officer
knocked on a window and the head of a fright-
ened woman appeared.

“You... look here, is that a bird?”

“That’s a Jew...”

“No,” the officer persisted, “this is a bird,
it may soon fly away.”

And although the “bird” didnt make the
slightest move, the officer shot Dovid-Meier
dead.

Chaim didn't weep at his father's grave.
Aided by the older Jews he haltingly recited
the Kaddish. Then he went home. For hours
he sat on the floor with Wolf’s hairy head on
his lap. They barely moved. A silence en-
gulfed the house — the eery calm before a
storm.  Now and then Chaim’s glazed eyes
would lose their far-away expression and he
would peer into the dog's dumb eyes looking
for a gleam of sentience. And then he felt that,

scmehow, the dog understood.

* * *

A tfew days later, on an early hazy morn-
ing a military patrol found the officer’s body.
His face was unrecognizable, his uniform torn
to shreds. On his neck were the deep reddish
marks of fangs.

Gunfire awoke the sleepy town. People
were driven out of their homes, shouted at,
sworn at and interrogated. The houses were
searched. At first the townspeople were too
frightened and confused to understand what
the soldiers expected of them. But apparently
a few talked, someone mentioned a shooting
like the other day. The Germans surrounded
Dovid-Meier’s house and iset 4t alight. The
dry weatherboards burned like cinders. A near-
by house also caught on fire, but no-cne darcd
or bothered to fight the flames.

Fear gripped the shtetl.

Wearing a grey peasant jacket, with a
piece of dry cheese and half a loaf slung in a
sack across his shoulder, Chaim waded through
the high reeds along the river bank. The sound
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of shooting reached him from the town. Hid-
ing behind a thick bush he tied his clothes in
a bundle. Then he swam acress the river and
went into the forest. He walked on aimlessly
with only one thought in mind — to get away
from there as far and as fast as possible.

Wolf lost Chaim in the commotion. During
the shooting he hid in the high grass in a near-
by paddock. After the house was burnt down
he went to the river where he picked up Cha-
im’s scent. Smelling the damp earth he ran
around in circles, but got nowhere. Unable to
pick up the trail he lapped some water, rolled
himself up and fell asleep. Only his ears re-
mained on the alert.

* k%

Winter came early that year. Frost cov-
ered the forest and at night trees split from the
cold with a groan. The peasants put up the
shutters of their barns and filled the stables
with enough fodder to last throughout the
freeze as well as to provide protection against
the cold. Traveling became dangerous as the
tracks were covered with deep-snow and the
forest was full of wolves. When pressing nece-
ssity drove them, after all, to make a trip to
town, the peasants would set out in twos or
threes.

“The wolves came with the cold from far
away” — the peasants would say, crossing them-
selves — “maybe even as far as from Siberia”.

Despite all the clever traps set by the
peasants — no beast was ever caught. And no
matter how fast they bolted the stables they
still found ravag-d sheep in the morning. Ru-
mours were spread that scmebody saw whole
packs of wolves, dozens of glittering  eyes
dancing in the forest at night. These proved
to be tall stories. The few peasants that man-
aged to catch a glimpse of a strange beast in-
variably described it as a brown-furred animal
with white flecks and an evil fire in its eyes.
Stil, no one was certain whether there was
one beast only or a few look alikes. The whole
country side lived in fear of the wolf. The
forester, a man mnot usually given to supersti-
tion and known as the best shot around, was
forced to admit, after he fired at the thing once

@ July 1977 ] 19



or twice and missed: “It's not even a beast —
it is a cunning forest-devil”.

The peasants longed for spring when the
wolves would return from whence they came,
retreat with the cold.

* ¥ ¥

Weeks, months, maybe years went by.
How could one keep track of time when a
whole world was being bled; when an age
seemed to dissolve like morning mist — but
one fateful moment could seem to last a life-
time.

Chaim found lodgings with an elderly pea-
sant, at a lonely hamlet. He toiled in the fields
— ploughed, sowed, carted manure, cut the hay.
Each minding his own business, the farmer ne-
ver inquired into Chaim’s past, and Chaim
kept his memories to himself. And with time
these began to fade. Chaim was forgetting
the skunk in the chicken roost and the war
that orphaned him. Even the memory of Wolf,
his only friend began to blur. “If he were alive”
— Chaim decided once — “he would have
found me, somehow...”

One year, in the spring bandits appeared
in the area. They roamed the forest and raided
the isolated outlaying hamlets, robbing the
peasants of everything that could be carried
off. No one dared to stand up to them. Life
and property were on the cheap, and lawless-
ness and violence, the faithful companions of
war, reigned supreme.

They caught Chaim while he was work-
ing in the fields. They took him, his horse,
cart and all to their hideout in the forest. It
was there that they discovered he was a Jew.

“Ah-ha, passing yourself off as a peasant?
As one of us? Hasn't your kind caused us
enough trouble? It's ’cause of the goddamned
vids that we have to lead a life of the wild
beasts in the forest. This is the Jews’ war, it’s
vour bloody mob that started it, it's vou the
Hun is after and taking it out on us”.

Although the reasoning of the Ukrainian
bandits eluded Chaim — “how can you blame
the neighbour for what the skunk did to your
chickens?” — he remained silent.

“Let’s string him up” — came the obvious
suggestion.

“No good. It's getting warmer, now — the
carcass will stink. We'll leave it to the forest —
give the critters a break”.

Chaim was made to dig a hole in the
ground. He threw spadeful after spadeful of
earth, beads of sweat dripping from his fore-
head. Time came almost to a standstill, with
each minute stretching into eternity.

Chaim stopped thinking. With machirnci
like motions and the perseverance of a beast of
burden, he dug deeper and decper. It wasn't
until nightfall that the two bandits guarding
him, told him to stop. They tied his hands to
his sides and dropped him upright like a pole
into the grave. ‘Skilled farmhands ‘that ‘the'y
were, they filled the hole in no time — until
Chaim’s shoulders were level with the ground.

“Tried to fool us,, eh? You can pass off as

wolf, now, ha-ha”.

They smoothed the soil around his neck
and left. His head was sticking out of the
ground like a stump of a felled tree. Horror en-
gulfed him. To fall prey to the wild beasts of
the forest without even being able to move a
limb — a death like this he had never imagined.
He felt a glacial cold at the roots of his hair. It
wasn’t just ordinary fear. It was a feeling much
deeper and horrible — that of total ]1()‘])6.1655—
ness. The inevitable death could come in a
number of shapes, each more unthinkable t'l.mt
the others — hunger or thirst; heing eaten all\"e
by wolves; being bored through by worms mn
search of food; being devoured slowly by ants
— those tiny ravenous creatures that could eat
a body to the bone. Chaim had seen it once
when he and Wolf were romping in the forest.
He had found a dead squirrel, put it on the
end of a stick and shoved it into an anthill —
only the skeleton had remained afterwards.

He shook his head as if he already felt the
ants crawling into his eyes, swarming in his
nostrils, getting into his brain. The mere thought
of it ran a shiver down his spine. The cold
carth pressed against his body on all sides. His
limbs became like lumber. After a while he

dozed off — only his ears still functioned. As
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fromi a distance he could hear the rustling of
leaves, the frightened squal of a bird that in
its sleep slipped dewn a tree-linib, the other
night sounds of the forest. Now and then he
would open his eyes with a stant and then again
uneasy and watchful slumber would follow a
a stale of drowsy wakefulness. Suddenly from
between the trees he saw a glimmer — two
specks of light, the size of pinheads. His eyes
strained to follow the glow which seemed to
waver, disappear and reappear again, all the
white getting closer and closer. And then a
dry twig creaked nearby. Chaim sensed that the
end was near. The wolf... those ravaged sheep...
it’s true after all... the thing that spread terror
around the farms...

A hot wave hit his brain, his heart began
beating faster, and with all the strength still
left in him he let out a spinechilling scream.

The beast stopped, listening,

“Maybe 1 frightened him off” — hope re-
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turned to Chaim. He roared again. Suddenly
the branches creaked and Chaim felt the hot
breath of the animal and the smell of fear. He
closed his eyes.

A warm wet tongue began to lick him. He
held his breath. But the beast didn’t tear into
him. It kept on licking his face and ears with
the tenderness of a dog licking his pups. Chaim
opened his yes again and hot tears rolled down
his face.

But Wolf had heard the call before it
even passed Chaim’s lips. The dog started
scratching and throwing the freshly dug soil
around Chaim. After a while he tried to pull
Chaim’s arm and when it wouldn’t budge, he
kept on digging with a fierce animal persist-
ence.

It was nearly dawn when -Chaim, released
from his tomb put his arm around Wolf’s head.

Man and his dog found each other again.
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