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EDITORIAL

AN AUSTRALIAN

LITERARY JUDAICA -
ON RECENT BOOKS

(Part2)
Serge Liberman

The previous issue of the Melbourne Chronicle”
(December 1979) presented the historical works in the
(numerically and sometimes artistically remarkable)
crop of books by Australian Jewish writers or on Jewish
themes published in the last eighteen months. This arti-
cle will concentrate upon the fiction published in this
period.

The most “‘classic’’ of these works in the sense of
presenting characters, situations and themes in a direct
unencumbered manner is Judah Waten'’s collection of
sixteen stories and sketches “‘Love and Rebellion’1.
They are, in the main, simple, honest, smooth, com-
passionate stories that deal in a muted, often
understated, tone with ‘“‘ordinary’’ people in stock
situations — the father threatened by his growing
children who are developing in ways alien to his con-
servative thinking (““Try and Stop Them”), the lItalian
migrant who confronts prejudice from indigenous
Australians with an almost primitive response (““The
Knife”’), the separate ambitions of parents for their
children (“Well, What Do You Say to My Son?), the
young boy who worships his soldier-uncle who turns
out to be a chocolate hero with feet of clay (“War
Games”’), and the dedicated pusillanimous public ser-
vant who, having tasted the ecstasy of silent love and
experienced the headiness of rebellion, “could never
quite be the same again’’ (“Love and Rebellion”).
Waten writes with familiarity of migrants — their adap-
tation to the new alien milieu, their ambivalence
towards both the old traditions brought from home and
the ways of the adopted land, the departure from the
accepted cultural and ethnic norms, the hopes of the
new arrival and the injustices suffered by him in a
sometimes hostile environment — all of them perennial-
ly authentic issues.

Itis in their execution that their weakness lies.

In the telling of his stories, Waten's heart is, to

1. MacMillan $8.95

The “Melbourne Chronicle”, published
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employ again that most cliched of cliches, always in the
right place. His hero — whether he be Italian, Greek,
Jew, Aborigine or proletarian worker — is ever the
underdog, the abandoned, the oppresed, to whom he
extends a sympathy undoubtedly garnered as a
politically-aware, if still naive, boy to judge from his
autobiographical sketches ‘A Child of Wars and
Revolutions’”” and ‘“Read Politics, Son”. But partiality,
however fine-spirited, does not necessarily guarantee
interesting, exciting or memorable fiction. Indeed, it
may foster a superficiality that is devoid of the tensions
and ambivalences, of the conflicts and resolutions, of
which authentic lived experiences are forged. True,
there is irony, occasional illumination and the periodic
release and flight of emotion, but the overall impression
left by the collection is one of blandness, oversimplifica-
tion, caricature and predictability, none of which is
helped by a rather pedestrian style. Plinio’s response to
Tommy'’s taunts, for instance, in ““The Knife"" is virtual-
ly given away by the very title of the story; Sam Green,
in ““Well, What Do You Say to My Boy?", is too single-
dimensioned in his purpose; Uncle Aaron, in "A
Peaceful life”’, is too insufficiently portrayed to make his
desertion of his nephew Joe Becker and his depicted
remorse altogether convincing; and ‘“Read Politics,
Son”, for all its final irony, reads like an extended anec-
dote.
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Although their feelings are dutifully described, the
characters seldom employ their own lungs to breathe,
hearts to feel or nervous systemns to sense. Seldom do
they really, authentically, suffer the complexity and
turmoil of agonising decision, pain, disillusionment and
family separation nor scale with their own momentum
to the heights of hope and fancy and delight. In an old-
fashioned way, the author hands them the emotions
they ought to feel and the thoughts they ought to think.
Only occasionally does a character stand out as an in-
tegral personality. Minnie Green, for instance, however
simple; the author in his autobiographical sketches; and
certainly the real-life Ernest Hemingway and Alan Mar-
shall possess a third dimension, but in the main they
scarcely stir the blood, or the mind, with the thrust and
energy and resonance of satisfying fiction.

Energy is one of the qualities most abundant in
another collection of stories, that of Morris Lurie in
“Running Nicely and Other Stories’” 2. His irony,
humour and pathos are far more alive and flamboyant
than Waten’s; the settings — Australia, Athens,
England, Switzerland, Prague — more vivid and
diverse; the characters also pleasingly more varied and,
often, if not wholly eccentric, then certainly not devoid
of eccentricity. Consider, for instance, the rivalry
between father and adolescent son in out-drinking, out-
womanising and, finally, out-fighting one another
“Pride and Joy’’), or the histrionics of Dora Besser
whose husband has walked out on her (“Sunday Lun-
ch”), or "Rappie’’ Rappaport — that peculiar obsession
of Lurie's — finally “dying’’ a wrily pathetic death
(““The Death of Rappaport’’).

Of interest in this volume, when set against Lurie’s
earlier work, is the expansion in content and shift in
tone of some of his more ‘“autobiographical’’ stories.
There is, from past exposure, every reason to suppose
that his ever-recurring Friedlander, Leo Axelrod, Singer
and Moses Bornstein are fictional configurations of
Lurie himself. Restless, homeless, itinerant, searching
characters, often hounded by memories of a cynical
unloving father and the angry resentment at being
unappreciated, “‘put down”’, unloved. Provoked, as by
drops of water ever shaping and wearing away layers of
stone through ceaseless pounding, he is not above
thoughts of patricide.

In“Good Times'’, he is shaving his father with a Gillette
razor. His father’s sarcastic blows recur over and over:
“If you had to do it for money . . . you'd starve”, “’You
call this a shave?”’, “Wake me up next Tuesday . . . I've
got to go to a funeral”’. His father hurries him on.

“But still | move slowly, | don’t want to
finish. | know that when | do, he’ll only insult me
again, he’ll say it's the worst shave he’s ever had
in his life, he’ll think of something. | know all that
and still | go slowly, standing in this smell of
lather and water and the warmth of his body all
around, prolonging it, these last moments, when
| hold my father’s life, literally, in my hands.”’

However, there is a more conscious exploration of
the father-son relationship, an attempt to understand it,
than was apparent in, for example, his novel ‘’Flying
Home"" or such stories as ‘‘My Greatest Ambition”’ or
“Beacon in the Night'’ in his earlier collections or in the
Rappaport stories.

““One point I've never been able to work out
about my father: Does he love me? He's always

2. Nelson $7.95.

yelling at me. I'm dumb. | don’t study enough.
Then, when | win a prize at school or get terrific
marks for something, he changes his tactics com-
pletely. He switches to the physical side. ‘Why
don’t you ever mow the lawn?’ he yells”. (“The
Card-Players”).

Here is the stuff of lived experience — bgwilder-
ment, wryness, bitterness, ambivalence, clinging and
rejection, turmoil.

Father and son are alienated, but the alienation is
more pervasive. The impression left by many of the
stories is that, although the protagonist (in his different
guises) inhabits many places and encounters a host of
people, he is (with the exception of the Rappaport-
Friedlander relationship) on the outer. He is the self-
conscious observer and narrator of others’ dramas and
traumas: Singer in Port Augusta boarding with an
alcoholic murderer or accepting a lift from a truck-
driver, Moses Bornstein in the home of the histrionic
Dora Besser or among the Lanskas in Prague, never ful-
ly entering into their lives but repeatedly returning to
the memories and preoccupations that they evoke in
him, his own life glancing theirs and scurrying off at a
tangent. As one haunting example indicates: At the

Lanskas in Czechoslovakia, Moses Bornstein sits at the
table drinking tea.

“Moses gets that prickly feeling, that feeling
of falseness, of intrusion . . . When he looks up
he sees that he is sitting opposite the Polish lady
W_hO just then raises her head, and Moses looks
directly into his mother's deep, always sad eyes.

"“Oh, Moses, Moses”, she says. “What are
you doing with your Life? It's time. Decide.
Decide.”

(A Red Fox, A Polish Lady, A Russian
Samovar”’).

There is a greater diversity in these stories than in
previous collection and much genuine humour and
irony. In “’Skylight in Lausanne”, Percival who must
meet a deadline in completing a mathematics textbook
_flnds.himself locked out of his flat: a spy assumes the
|deng|ty of his quarry; an American is defeated by an
Englls.h winter, an artist is cheated of death. The stories
are \(lvaciqus, inventive, intense, multifaceted and,
ev?fn in their pain, entertaining. The prose is robust and
Switt.

By contrast, Lurie’s three plays under the title
“Waterman’"3 constitute a lapse. Only the title play
however improbable its setting — where an advertising
copywriter does his creative thinking in a bath — is at all
satisfactory. Here, satire is at its broadest, particularly
in its jocular prodding at a host of trendy fads or “right’’
causes — Yoga, meditation, Hindu breathing,
vegetarianism, fanatic conservationism and anti-
pollution lobby — none of themselves necesarily un-
worthy but rendering the proponent of these (the

copywriter’s wife Zelda) ridiculous when carried to ex-
tremes.

The other plays are of questionable, even bad,
taste, the Jangle Jangle’ of the first of these represen-
ting the sounds of vigorous ecstatic lovemaking on an
old rickety Victorian bed of a couple addicted to the
ceaseless acquisition of antiques. It is a manic romp
with some funny lines, but remains at best a burlesque
that overrides its more serious motif — of a marriage
held together by just this acquision and the escape
through sex.

3. Outback Press $12.50 cloth cover $4.95 paperback.
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‘A Visit to the Uncle”’, in which Leo, a Jewish boy
married to a gentile girl, visits his uncle on a Saturday
afternoon is patent caricature — a mean though ob-
viously wealthy uncle, a wife who typically plies her
visitor with a welter of cakes, a schnorring rabbi who
talks of tuches and tzitzes as he sees a beauty contest
on television. The play (quite apart from quetions of
taste) is badly flawed by serious oversights (and they
cannot be other than oversight, for as reality they do
not gel). A small point — donations to causes outside
Australia are not tax-deductible; but far greater and in-
finitely more basic, how is one to conceive of an Or-
thodox rabbi schnorring on a Shabbat afternoon, taking
money, writing receipts, etc.?

A regrettable blotin Morris Lurie’s prolific output.

With Harry Marks, one returns, as with Waten, to
the tame and the orderly. In his novel, ““Unicorn
Among the Wattles’", he tells a straight story, unlike
Lurie demanding little of the reader in the way of mental
or emotional exertion. It is in the main a calm engaging
tale, telling of the “dual loyalty” of a young English Jew
in Australia who finds himself torn — if “torn”’ is not too
strong a word — between his girl-friend/fiancee/wife
and his ““mate’’ from Gallipoli.

Early during the first World War, Bennie Friedman
fakes his age, changes his name to Michael Brown, and
enters the British Army, leaving behind his mother,
sisters, and his Jewish home to fight in Gallipoli beside
the Australians. Demobilised, he heads for Australia
where he finally settles in Melbourne. Here, he is
reunited with his former mate Stumpy whom he has
met in Gallipoli and also meets the girl Rosa who hails
from a three-day-a-year Jewish family. The mateship
between Michael and Rosa is beset by a few traumatic
bumps. Rosa’s mother disbelieves that he is Jewish at
all and indeed disapproves of him even, when she is
convinced, on account of his unmannerly, boisterous,
un-Jewish behaviour. The love between Michael and
Rosa is at first tentative. But, in time, it grows. And
even when, at the climax, Michael appears to be deser-
ting his wife and new born child the story twists and
Michael returns, renewed, to the bosom of his best
beloved”.

In short, what is called “a heart-warming story”’ or
“aniceread”.

What is particularly attractive about the book is the
evocation of the period and the accurate rendition of
the Australian idiom and life-style as well as the flavour
of Jewish home life, both in the case of the Bernsteins
(Michael’s future in-laws) and, more especially, in that
of his suffering mother whom he has left behind, a
character upon whom the most loving sympathy is ex-
pended.

The saddest aspect relating to the work is the
premature death of the author in 1977. This
posthumously-published book serves as a fitting
memorial to him.

Lilian Barnea’s “Reported Missing’® is again of a
different order. If it is included in this survey of
Australian Judaica, it is primarily because the authoress
is resident in Australia to which she came in 1966. In
tone, content, language, setting and imagery, it owes

4. Hyland House $9.95.
5. Collins $15.50.

nothing to Australian literature. But it is not displaced.
It is uncompromisingly and palpably Israeli, very much
in tune with contemporary Israeli fiction, particularly as
evidenced in the work of Amoz Oz who, in reading the
book, comes most readily to mind.

The story is set at the time of the Arab-Israel war of
October in 1973. Shalva, the wife of an American
physicist on sabbatical in Israel and a mother of two,
has a love affair with a young Israeli, Amos, who is call-
ed up for service and disappears — killed or captured —
in the Golan Heights. He is reported missing, thereby
permitting Shalva to engage in hopes of his ultimate
return.

These hopes are the source of all her subsequent
behaviour. Compulsively, she repeatedly seeks out
Amos’ widowed mother, if only to hear a word about
him; she attempts to relive and retrieve fragments of
her past; she plans divorce from her husband, ready to
give him up together with one of her children for Amos;
she alienates past friends, neighbours and family with
shameless devil-may-care panache; she attempts
suicide. Israeli-born and bred, she has married an
American and spent many years living in the United
States. On her return to Israel, she has become dif-
ferent from those about her, a rich bitch proudly flaun-
ting her American car, spoilt, tempestuous and ar-
rogant, a thorn in the sides of many who lead their own
troubled but regular lives around her. She is neurotic in
the extreme, falling just short of the precipice that
would plunge her into frank psychosis, into the abyss
where hallucinations and delusions replace, or indeed
become, reality.

The novel is unflaggingly exciting as an expedition
into Shalva’s mind. Precision in language, emotion and
physical description, both of characters and scenes, the
exact ring of modern-day lIsrael and its beleaguered
people elevate it to a high order of literary creation. One
would like to have added that it is also original were it
not for the fact that Amos Oz's ““My Michael”’ preceded
it by a good eleven years (Hebrew 1968, English 1972)
and one wonders what influence, if any, Oz's book has
had upon that of Lilian Barnea. For there are striking
similarities. Each has as its first-person narrator the
main protagonist — Hannah Gonen in My Michael”,
Shalva Miller in “Reported Missing’’. Both are highly-
strung sensuous women married to unimaginative
though not unworthy husbands largely preoccupied
with their academic work. Both suffer from intense
anguish in their quest, the one (Shalva) in reality, the
other (Hannah) through erotic fantasy for passionate
consuming love. But the similarities will be stretched no
further. Hannah Gonen does touch the other side of
sanity, that beset by sensual, vivid and violent
hallucinations. Also Oz’s book is, unlike Lilian Barnea's,
permeated by a more cosmic air of dread, depicting a
country ever under siege where a mere several
kilometres from Jerusalem rise the menacing moun-
tains harbouring Arab terrorists mutely waiting for the
opportunity to wreak havoc upon the Jewish state, and
transcends the turmoil, however acute, ever-coursing
through the life of the individual.

This is not to detract from the novel’s many merits.
Of the books discussed in this article, it is the most con-
sistently vigorous and exciting and sustained. One
looks forward to her next work.

Melbourne Chronicle
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The Left, the Right and the Jews
Part 1l

W. D. Rubinstein®

There are today about 68,000 Jews in Australia,
about 30,000 of whom live in Melbourne and Sydney
each. There were Jews in the First Fleet, and many pro-
minent and wealthy Jews in nineteenth-century
Australian society, although none attained a really com-
manding position until this century (when, as is well
known, two extremely important Jewish figures ap-
peared at about the same time, Sir John Monash and
Sir Isaac Isaacs). There was little active anti-semitism,
although unpleasant incidents (and remarks) were cer-
tainly not unknown. Perhaps the only “important”
manifestation of anti-semitism was cultural: the anti-
British, anti-rich, anti-"‘finance capital’’ anti-semitism of
Henry Lawson and the Bulletin school. It is interesting
to note that the New Guard movement of the 1930s was
not blatantly anti-semitic.

The Australian Jewish scene was transformed in
the 1930s and 1940s by the arrival of large numbers of
refugees from Hitler. Few, if any of these were English-
speaking; few would have settled in Australia had the
Nazis not existed; they were numerous enough and
alien enough to attract the classical victimization of pre-
judice, particularly during the austerity period following
the war. By weight of numbers, they utterly
transformed the demographic profile of Australian
Jewry: in 1967, it was estimated that 11,000 of 30,000
Melbourne Jews were post-war refugees from Hitler, a
number which presumably fails to include the pre-war
refugees and the children of both groups. These
refugees typically arrived penniless, without a single liv-
ing relative in Australia (or, thanks to Hitler, anywhere
else) and knowing literally nothing about Australia or its
way of life. Their success — which will be examined
below — must be accounted one of the most singular
achievements of any group of migrants to Australia in
its history.

Itis important to note that probably until the 1960s,
most opposition to this wave of migration (and to Jews
in general) came from the political right, while most of
their friends came from the political left, above all from
the post-war ALP government which had allowed them
to come. The most vociferously anti-semitic opposition
to these migrants came from organisations like the RSL
and from one Henry Gullett, the Liberal MHR for Henty
who on March 18, 1947 published in the Argus a letter
which Medding has described as ‘’the most vicious anti-
semitic attack ever made in Australia by a person in
public life’’:

The arrival of additional Jews is nothing less
than the beginning of a national tragedy . . .
We should remember that they are European
neither by race, standards, or culture . . .
These are the people who, at the direction of
international Jewish organisations, are being
foisted upon us who are to become the dump-
ing ground for the world’s unabsorbable.

In contrast, the ALP was looked upon by nearly all

1) This paper was originally published in Quadrant, September 1979
and is reprinted here in a slightly abridged form with the permission
of the author. Part | appeared in ““Melbourne Chronicle”” December
1979.

2) W.D. Rubinstein is Lecturer in Social Sciences, Deakin University.

Jews as friendly to their interests. In particular, Dr.
Evatt, who had the fortune to serve as President of the
United Nations General Assembly during the momen-
tous year 1948-9 when Israeli independence was
secured, has always been held in special esteem by
Australian Jews. In return, as noted above, Australian
Jews were loyal ALP supporters at this time.

Over the next two decades, these migrants (and
other Jews in Australia) in general prospered ex-
ceedingly during the long post-war boom. | have per-
sonally heard many bitter-sweet tales of such migrants
working sixteen-hour days in the 1940s and ‘50s to
establish themselves. In a 1967 occupational survey of
Melbourne Jewish males, of a hundred and forty-six
non-British born (of a total of two hundred sampled)
only 14.49 per cent were in the skilled manual category
and only 8.28 per cent in the unskilled and semi-skilled
class. At the time, 15.87 per cent were in the high
managerial and professional, 29.98 per cent in the lower
managerial, and 29.98 per cent in the skilled/super-
visory (which included estate agents and restaurateurs)
categories. Melbourne Jewry was already predominant-
ly domiciled in the south-eastern and eastern suburbs to
the virtual exclusion of the inner western, or northern
(predominantly working class) suburbs. These are men,
let us remember, many of whom had been liberated
from Auschwitz only twenty-two years before; some
still bore their concentration camp numbers tatooed on
their arms. The other side of the coin was a remarkable
— indeed, almost unbelievable — degree of freedom
from hard-core poverty. Only twenty-three ‘‘multi-
problem families”” were known to the Australian Jewish
Welfare and Relief Society, the main Jewish welfare
organisation, in 1969. This society dealt with only three
hundred cases of all kinds — including the elderly,
situational crises, and newly-arrived migrants — in the
first six months of 1969. )

Before turning to the matter of left-wing anti-
"“Zionism”, it is perhaps worth discussing the question
of right-wing anti-Semitism. It is probable that the type
of anti-"‘alien horde” anti-Semitism met with in the
1940s has now virtually disappeared. As | see it, right-
wing anti-Semitism, in so far as it exists at all, comes
from three sources:

a) Traditional anti-Semitic business practices and up-
per class snobbery, as evidenced by the (apparently
continuing, though this has been disputed) exclusion of
known Jews, particularly those with foreign-sounding
names, from the Melbourne Club and the like (though
not, of course, from Australia’s elite public schools). As
Encel has pointed out, as late as 1960 the Melbourne
Stock Exchange had no Jewish members — at which
time, after public outcry, it gave way;

b) The anti-Semitic League of Rights — whose in-
fluence, of course, is confined to the lunatic fringe;

c) The peculiar (and rather pathetic) groups associated
with the post-war Baltic immigrants, and who publish
the curious journal News Digest — International.

It is especially pathetic in that its anti-Semitism
causes it gratuitously to lose the support of Jews who
would otherwise share and support its thorough-going
(and right) anti-Sovietism; its proprietors carry the pea-
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sant anti-Semitism of pre-war Estonia and Lithuania to
contemporary Australia. Like the Jews, the Baltic
migrants to Australia have prospered greatly and are an
influential voice on the Liberal party’s right-wing, par-
ticularly in New South Wales.

Left-wing anti-*’Zionism’’ has existed in strength in
Australia only since the mid-1960s; despite this, it is
now immensely stronger and more dangerous than the
remaining manifestations of right-wing anti-Semitism,
precisely because of its ability to infiltrate the
mainstream left (as well as the fringe left). Furthermore,
it is especially attractive to the young and ar-
dent, and among student radicals. It clearly represents
the ‘“wave of the future’’ so far as there is a perceptible
domestic threat to Australian Jewry from any quarter.
Again, the utter remoteness and irrelevance of the Mid-
dle East and Zionism to the bulk of the Australian
“‘working class’”’ must be kept in mind, as well as the
force and strength of anti-"’Zionism’’ for the Australian
left. As Dennis Altman wrote in 1975:

In the past couple of years support for the
position of the Palestine Liberation Organisa-
tion has become a central threat for those in
Australia who wish to be identified as being on
the left . . . This is most marked among the
young left, for whom Palestine seems to have
become an issue of prime symbolic impor-
tance, and one by which leftist credentials can
be measured.

There have been five main sources of left anti-
“’Zionism'’ in Australia in the contemporary period:

a) Whitlam's “‘even-handedness’’ on the Middle East;
b) The Australian Union of Students (AUS) and other
student groups;

c) The socialist left in Victoria (and elsewhere, e.g.
Troy in W.A.);

d) Melbourne radio station 3CR;

e) Fringe left Trotskyite and Marxist societies and
groups and their publications. (For reasons of space, |
will not discuss the fifth of these sources here.)

There are many inter-relationships between these
sources: a key figure on the anti-Zionist left like, for in-
stance, Bill Hartley, is prominently involved with several
of these areas simultaneously.

Whitlam’s Middle Eastern policies surprised and
shocked Australian Jewry, who had given him majority
support in 1972. For Australian Jewry, the Whitlam era
was felt to be a period of betrayal, a disaster which
began with Whitlam's shifts in voting at the U.N. and
ended with the celebrated ““Iraqgi Loans Affair"” which
became public after the government’'s dismissal.
Although “Australian Jewish leaders had felt con-
siderable unease about Whitlam before 1973, it was the
Yom Kippur War of that year which caused the ir-
revocable break: Whitlam refused to make any
statements condemning Arab aggression, and strongly
criticized U.S. arms shipments to Israel but not Soviet
arms lifts to the Arabs.

The following years saw the near-admission
(reportedly defeated by one vote of the Federal
Cabinet) of PLO spokesmen and the admission of
Palestinian ‘“‘students’’ organisations. As Medding put
it, “The visit of the PLO students was marked by
physical attacks upon Jewish students demonstrating
against the visit by well organised left-wing Trade
Unions and New Left students — part of a vocal pro-
PLO group within the ALP. Their influence reached into

the National Executive through their spokesman Mr.
Hartley, who narrowly missed election to the Senate in
1975.” Australia’s vote in such international bodies as
the UN, ILO, UNESCO and the International Women'’s
Year Conference, changed from unequivocal support
for Israel to Australian support for the PLO or Australian
abstention on issues attempting to legitimise the
Palestinians.

Whitlam held a series of personal meetings with
Jewish leaders in an attempt to patch matters up: these
had the opposite effect. At one of these meetings,
Whitlam stated his belief that the Balfour Declaration
was a mistake. He alienated Jewish leaders further by
equating Israeli retaliatory raids with Arab terrorism, by
suggesting that Australia now had more Arab im-
migrants than Jews, and that this was to be “‘borne in
mind’’ when putting pressure on the government. He
warned the Jewish community ‘‘not to introduce such
divisiveness” (i.e., lobbying for Israel) into the political
scene. Finally, he claimed that he ‘‘worked daily with
many more Jews than Arabs’’. As Medding remarks,
the results of such a stance was that by 1975 ““(for) the
first time in Australian Jewish history . . . a Jewish issue
determined the voting choice of the majority of
Australian Jews." resulting in a massive swing to the L-

NCP in 1975 and 1977. .
With the deposition of Gough Whitlam as ALP

leader in early 1978, saner counsels came to prevail in
the Australian Labor Party, and a concerted effort was
made by the new ALP leaders to woo the Australian
Jewish community and others, like the Balts, who were
alienated in the Whitlam period. But the damage had
been done, and it is probable that large numbers of
Jews will never return to the ALP fold. o

Whitlam, whatever his faults, is a national politi-
cian and hence a member of the political mainstream.
With the remaining sources of anti-"’Zionism’’ we leave
the mainstream and enter the lunatic fringe. But — and,
again, let us invoke the ‘‘non-equivalency’’ principle —
such groups have an influence on the mainstream left
far greater than one might guess in advance. The first
source we will treat here is the Australian Union of
Students. Student politics in Australia, as elsewhere, is
always murky and frequently unpleasant. As nearly
everywhere in the Western world, too, control of the
national student body (the AUS) is in the hands of an
extraordinarily extreme, doctrinaire and unrepresen-
tative left-wing clique who, though often
demonstrating sectarian opposition to one another,
form a solid common front against ‘‘imperialism
(Western democracy) and the middle class. With the
passing of the Vietnam War, the Middle East came, for
a number of years, to be the central international issue
agitating the AUS. The AUS together with its sister stu-
dent associations in other countries make up perhaps
the most truculently and passionately anti-"Zionist”
groups existing in the Western world at the present
time, and among the most dangerous, given the unfor-
tunate fact that many of the future “leaders of society"
will almost certainly emerge from them. Opposition to
the extreme anti-"'Zionist'’ line pushed by the AUS and
other student organisations necessarily devolved upon
a beleaguered and outnumbered Jewish student con-
tingent who often found themselves the victims of
openly anti-Semitic attacks and even physical violence,
and who felt every extreme manifestation of anti-
“’Zionism’’ as an attack upon their dead relatives in
Nazi-occupied Europe and on Jews everywhere. These
students generally lacked the unlimited time of the pro-
fessional student agitators.

Melbourne Chronicle

° February 1980 5




Pro-Palestinian feeling blossomed in the AUS
especially in the years 1974 and 1975. By ‘‘pro-
Palestinian feeling” the AUS meant not some state-
ment of sympathy for the Arab refugees or some for-
mula calling for the “restitution’’ of Palestinian rights,
but the dismantling and abolition of the State of Israel
and its replacement by a secular, democratic state. One
AUS-passed resolution (which was overwhelmingly re-
jected by a vote of affiliated campuses) demanded the
“rejection of racist legislation such as the present
Zionist ‘Law of Return’ ”’. This same resolution contain-
ed a clause that “To counter the present media bias,
AUS should continue to use its resources to present to
both. students and the general community . . . (the)
continuing oppression of the Palestinian people . . .”" In
early 1974, a number of such pro-Palestinian and anti-
Israeli resolutions was put to a vote of affiliated cam-
puses, together (thanks to the mobilisation of Jewish
student groups) with a pro-Israeli series of resolutions.
The pro-Palestinian motions were rejected among af-
filiated campuses by counts like 52-205, 43-214, and 14-
2(_)4, while the pro-Israeli resolutions carried by even
higher percentages, of which 220-7 and 220-5 are
typical. A key clause stating that ““AUS recognizes
Israel as the national homeland of the Jewish people”
was carried by a vote of 208-16, with 18 abstentions.

Nothing daunted by this rather surprising turn of
events, the leadership of the AUS became more intran-
sigently pro-Palestinian still. By the following year, as
Altman puts it “support for the Palestinian position had
become virtual orthodoxy among the AUS leadership . .
To be a "“Zionist” (i.e. in effect to support the con-
tinued existence of Israel, even with greatly reduced
borders) was a term of abuse, and the AUS executive
behaved as if the policy had already been ratified . . ."”

It was in 1975 that the AUS invited a delegation of
Palgstlnlan “students’” to tour Australia, an event
which led to fights between pro- and anti- PLO
demonstrators. As Altman has accurately pointed out,
some of the intensity and intransigence of the pro-
Palestlr)lan sentiment among the AUS leadership can
be attributed to the influence of Trotskyites (who are
particularly anti-"’Zionist”’) in key leadership positions,
but pro-Palestinianism had by this time become, more
generally a ““factor (of) rising importance . . . on the
Australian left”. In 1975, for instance, the Australian
Young Labor Conference — the ““youth wing'’ of the
mainstream ALP — adopted a resolution calling for a

demopranc secular state of Palestine’’, and similar
resolutions have been passed more recently.

.. During the whole struggle over the Middle East, it
IS Important to remember that the very considerable
resources of the AUS (not less than $350,000 in 1975)
raised by a compulsory levy on all students at affiliated
campuses, whether they agreed with AUS policy or
not, were, in effect, hijacked into the service of the “‘ex-
treme left and pro-Palestinian causes’’. The AUS could
afford to employ a travelling contingent of Palestinian
and.pro-PaIestinian speakers; its newspaper, National U
(whlch _Altman has described as ‘ardently pro-
Palestmna_q"), was distributed free to all students at
every affiliated campus. In 1975 the AUS hired the
noted Victorian left-winger Bill Hartley, probably the
number one Palestinian spokesman in Australia, as its

Educational Research Officer” (1) Even after the strug-
gle_had somewhat died down, major links between
radical Ara.b sources and the AUS leadership remained
and were, indeed, strengthened. In early 1977, the 1976
President of the AUS (and its first woman President)

Tasma Ockenden was hired as a “‘research and public
relations officer in the foreign information service of the
PLO" in Beirut.

Jewish students, on the other hand, had no such
organisational resources — they were all but
unrepresented at most non-metropolitan tertiary in-
stitutions, and were often subjected to hysterical
physical and verbal abuse. One prominent Jewish stu-
dent leader, for instance, was at one time physically
assaulted at an anti-PLO rally, and later libelled (in the
strictly legal sense) by National U, for which he received
$5,000 in damages. Anti-Semitic (not merely anti-
“Zionist’’) letters and statements, often of the most
hysterical and abusive kind, appeared in student
newspapers and on bulletin boards. Altman (who
describes himself as “‘both Jewish and non-Zionist’’)
notes that even Jewish radicals ‘‘felt very uncomfor-
table in this situation and often felt impelled to question
just how far a Jew can refuse to identify with Israel.”

Despite these disadvantages, Jewish student
groups did a remarkably effective job of neutralizing the
anti-Zionism of the AUS executive; eventually, they
were instrumental in leading to the mass exodus of af-
filiated campuses from the AUS which — together with
that body’s own intransigence and incompetence —
will probably cause it to collapse entirely in 1980.
Perhaps the main lesson to be drawn from the AUS af-
fair is that the Jews should not underestimate the very
considerable strength of philo-Semitism (or, at least,
anti-terrorism) in the general community, a resource
which they can draw upon whenever threatened.

The anti-"‘Zionism’’ of the socialist left in the ALP,
particularly in Victoria, is an altogether different matter;
unlike the AUS, we are dealing with a permanent body
of adults, with men and women of influence and stan-
ding in the community. The ‘‘socialist left” is no
bogeyman of right-wing editors and politicians at elec-
tion time. It really exists, and its influence within the en-
tire ALP is considerable. For instance, on 11-12
November 1978, a vote of the Victorian ALP executive,
dominated by the extreme left, defeated a motion
deploring the treatment of Soviet Jews and dissidents.
It was defeated because, in the words of Bill Hartley,
acknowledged leader of the Victorian Socialist left,
demands for better treatment of Soviet Jews were led
by ‘“Zionists’” and the Soviet Union was a ‘‘working
class state”’. Hartley is probably the key figure. He has
frequently made statements attacking ‘‘parliamentary
democracy” in the name of ‘‘real democracy’’. Despite
his extraordinary record, Hartley is a long-time member
of the Federal Executive of the ALP and of the Victorian
ALP State Conference. He was a Victorian Federal
Senate candidate in 1975, when he was narrowly
defeated. :

Hartley is probably the best-known Australian anti-
Zionist, pro-Palestinian and radical Arab supporter. By
occupation, he is the “/Iragi Newsagency’s’’ Australian
correspondent. He has railed against Israel and Zionism
on innumerable occasions, often in the most in-
temperate and extreme terms: “‘Israel is a huge ghetto
founded on a monstrous injustice;’’ *’. . . Zionism is a
reactionary movement, it's a racist movement . . . In
economic terms, Zionism is a driving edge of im-
perialism . . .”” Hartley is also said to use his Iraqi funds
to take Australian trades union leaders on expense-paid
tours of the Middle East; he was, as everyone knows,
the intermediary between the Iraqi government and the
ALP during the 1975 Federal Election. Probably no one
man, even Whitlam, has made it more difficult for a
Jew to support the ALP in contemporary Australia.
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Although Hartley is the most vocal and notorious
member of the anti-Zionist wing of the ALP socialist
left, he is far from being the only one. Anti-Zionist let-
ters frequently appear in Labor Star, the monthly
newspaper of the Victorian ALP. Aside from the Israeli-
Palestinian issue, some of the stories published in Labor
Star are quite extraordinary for a social democratic
mainstream party, and would have done credit to Na-
tional U in its palmy days. A November 1978 story un-
critically lauded Colonel Gadaffi and his ‘’socialist
revolution” in Libya. A May 1977 story on ‘““The
American Connection’’ by Joan Coxsedge attacked the
ClA’s alleged espionage links in Australia. Coxsedge,
who was elected to the Melbourne West (Legislative
Council) seatin 1979, is another well-known doyenne of
the socialist left. Another major facet of the socialist left
is its tie-in with many trades unions: an interesting and
important topic which cannot be developed here. Final-
ly, although Victoria contains the bulk of the Australian
socialist left, important elements exist in other states.
For instance, John Troy, MLA for Fremantle, W.A., is
as intransigently and vocally pro-Palestinian as any
Australian politician. In late 1978, he was refused pre-
selection in the next Federal Election, largely because of
his controversial views.

The socialist left is obviously not the driving force
in the ALP at the present time; the Federal party as a
whole has shifted considerably to the right since the
early 1970s, while the most successful state ALP
machines, above all thatin NSW, contain few elements
of the socialist left. It is almost certainly constitutionally
impossible for “’socialism” to be enacted in Australia,
even if the political will for such a move existed, which
obviously it does not. Yet the danger of the socialist left
continues to exist. If one argues that (especially in Vic-
toria) the importance of the socialist left waxes when
the ALP is out of power, and wanes to the vanishing
point when it is in (a proposition | would broadly ac-
cept), it is nevertheless also true that in tirelessly work-
ing for the ALP in seasons good and bad, it builds up
substantial credits which any ALP government is bound
to honour. Furthermore, as a “‘youth movement’’ and a
movement of “‘intellectuals’’ it represents the wave of
the future. | would be genuinely surprised if its in-
fluence did not grow in years to come, particularly if the
economic recession continues.

The final source of left-wing anti-Zionism that we
will discuss here is presented by Melbourne radio sta-

tion 3CR. { ;
3CR was given a limited commercial licence by the

ALP government in 1975. It describes itself as a com-
munity radio station and claims a hundred and thirty af-
filiated groups as member organisations. Finance
comes from more than three thousand listener sponsors
and affiliated organisations, including trades unions.
The Federal Government and such groups as the Music
Board of the Australia Council have made substantial
and essential grants for its operation. It operates from a
low-budget office in Collingwood, and can be heard
throughout Melbourne. Its listeners are said to number
twenty-five thousand though this figure is probably
greatly inflated by the audience of its non-controversial
musical broadcasts.

Although it claims to be a ““community access”
station, 3CR in its charter included the principles of a
“’pro-working class bias’’ and ‘‘opposition to racism in
any form’’. In practice, the operation of 3CR quickly
passed into the hands of an ultra-left-wing clique,
generally described in most accounts of the station’s
career as ‘“Maoists’’. This was and is reflected in the

ultra-extreme left-wing bias of all its many political pro-
grammes, of which “‘East Timor Calling”, “‘Turkish
Workers”’, ““China Today’’, and ‘‘Lesbian News'’ are
typical examples. It quickly became involved in Middle
Eastern affairs in the form of allowing three stridently
anti-"‘Zionist”” and pro-Palestinian weekly broadcasts.
The most extreme of these, ‘‘Palestine Speaks”’, is the
voice of the Palestine-Australia Solidarity Committee.
(The head of this group Neil McLean, was at one time
President of the AUS). Since Gerald L. K. Smith, the
right-wing rabble-rouser of the 1930s, left the airwaves,
it is hard to imagine that there has ever been a more in-
temperate, uncompromising or prejudiced radio pro-
gramme in any English-speaking country.

Regardless of the extent of the inaccuracy,
libelousness, or flagrant lies broadcast by this pro-
gramme, ‘“‘Palestine Speaks’’, (or any other on 3CR),
Jewish supporters of the State of Israel had no right of
reply. Regardless of the harm which such broadcasts
might do to Jewish-gentile relationships in Melbourne,
the management of 3CR had (until the public hearings
of the Australian Broadcasting Tribunal into the con-
duct of 3CR ed.) categorically refused to moderate or
tone down its anti-*‘Zionist” stand.

As is well-known, finally exasperated and utterly
frustrated in their efforts to come to some compromise
with 3CR, the Victorian Jewish Board of Deputies suc-
cessfully persuaded the Australian Broadcasting
Tribunal to grant a public hearing on the anti-*Zionism”
of 3CR. It should be noted that the right of Palestinians
to present their case was not in dispute, as long as sup-
porters of Israel can also present theirs. It is the in-
temperateness, the incivility, and the utter failure to
permit dissenting viewpoints to be heard, that was the
matter at issue. Furthermore, the intemperateness and
extremism of 3CR’s broadcasts caused many observers
to conclude that what was being broadcast was not
anti-"’Zionism’’ but anti-Semitism pure and simple.

So much for the extreme left in contemporary
Australia. Let us, by way of contrast, briefly consider
the Establishment right. So far as | am aware, without
any exception whatever, no section or segment of
the Establishment right in Australia is anti-“Zionist”. On
the contrary, as elsewhere in the Western world, the
mainstream right in Australia is actively (and, indeed,
enthusiastically) both philo-Semitic and pro-Israeli. The
Fraser government has completely reversed the “‘even-
handed” policy of Whitlam, reinstituting a down-the-
line pro-Israeli voting policy in the UN and similar
bodies, despite the greatly increased threat of oil
boycott; Fraser (and other L-NCP ministers) have made
frequent reference to that fact. Individual L-NCP
ministers have made gratuitous (and quite extraor-
dinary) statements claiming admiration for the Jews
and their achievements. Contacts and links between
the government and Jewish groups and leaders are
close, despite the enormous cultural distance between
the typical L-NCP minister and the typical contem-
porary Jewish leader. A final point of note is that the
government has quietly accepted an increasing number
of Soviet Jewish refugees: over a thousand currently
arrive each year.

In the cultural and media sphere, a glance at the
mainstream and Establishment right press will confirm
the fact that anti-Semitism has been replaced by philo-
Semitism. The Bulletin *‘tore the lid off’" Radio 3CR in
June 1978 when it reprinted Sam Lipski’'s expose from
Quadrant, (June 1978), and frequently contains pro-
Israeli stories (as well as continuous attacks on ter-
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rorists and leftists generally); the Australian has also
published an expose of 3CR (January 1979). The com-
mercial television stations in their news coverage reflect
the generally pro-Israeli and anti-Palestinian line of the
American (and, to a lesser extent, British) sources from
which they derive — at least in so far as serious foreign
news surfaces at all in the ocean of trivia, localism, and
sport. At a humbler — but probably no less important
— level, a magazine like the Australian Women’'s
Weekly (which claims the largest newsstand circulation
of any publication in Australia) frequently prints pro-
Israeli and pro-Jewish stories, as well as stories of
Jewish and lIsraeli interest. Such examples could be
multiplied indefinitely.

A fact which should never be forgotten is that
there can be no real or permanent alliance between
right-wing anti-Semitism and left-wing anti-*’Zionism”’.
Neither will directly touch the other; each regards the
other as anathema. So long as this remains true, the re-
maining anti-Semites of the extreme non-Establishment
right and the new and powerful anti-*’Zionists’’ of the
extreme left can never join forces; indeed, they are
each at great pains to distinguish their own beliefs from
those of the other extreme, even when, rhetorically,
they are virtually identical.

An excellent example of the reluctance of right and
left to join forces is provided by what has become
known as the “Bennett affair’’, a curious and indeed
grotesque incident which shook Melbourne Jewry in
early 1979. John Bennett is a well-known Melbourne
Ieggl aid lawyer and Secretary of Victorian Council of
Civil Liberties (VCCL). He has little or no previous
record of any kind on Jewish or Middle Eastern affairs,
except that the VCCL has opposed the admission of
PLO spokesmen to Australia. In February 1979 Bennett
published in the Age one of the most astonishing and
shocking letters | have ever read, which deeply shook
much of Melbourne Jewry. It claimed, in essence, that
there was an international Jewish conspiracy which
prohibited the sale of pro-Palestinian books and other
works antagonistic to its point of view. The real sting,
however, came in one sentence wherein Bennett claim-
ed that among these censored books was the
unspeakable neo-Nazi work produced in England by
"“Professor’’ Butz, The Hoax of the Twentieth Century
(published by the National Front) which claims that the
Holocaust was a hoax engineered by ‘‘Zionists”’ and
Marxists — despite the fact the Nuremberg Tribunal
and many other trials have produced literally tons of
documentary evidence of all types concerning the reali-
ty of the Holocaust, that there exist many thousands of
accounts of the concentration camps, both by survivors
and by former Nazis, and that the 6 million European

Jews have not been seen in this world for thirty-five
years!

When pressed on the Butz work, Bennett admitted
that he now believed that the concentration camps
were hoaxes — that Butz was correct — and has since
repeated this on television. Two federal senators, and
doubtless many others, resigned in protest from the
\{CCL over Bennett’s stand and his continuing connec-
tion with a civil liberties group. The most interesting
thing about the ‘“Bennett affair’” is the reaction of the
extreme left anti-"’Zionists’’ to it: while they have ac-
cepted Bennett's contention that the Palestinian case is
censored in Australia (although they seem to have little
difficulty in being heard), they have outspokenly re-

jected Bennett’s championing of the neo-Nazi Butz —
despite the fact-that if the Holocaust can be shown to
be a ““Zionist myth”’, the strongest of all weapons in
Israel’s propaganda armoury collapses. Melbourne’s
anti-"’Zionist”’ radio station 3CR — to its very con-
siderable credit — passed a resolution disassociating
itself from the Butz work and condemning Bennett; a
number of pro-Palestinian spokesmen who appear on
3CR have written to Melbourne newspapers attacking
Bennett and Butz. Even Bill Hartley has attacked the
Butz book on his 3CR programme ‘“’Par Avion"’. To the
extreme left in Australia, at any rate, the neo-Nazi label
is sufficiently odious and sufficiently frightening to
deter any alliance.

These points — and doubtless others of a similar
nature — should not be lost track of. There is, to be
sure, the other side of the coin. | am equally sure that
anti-"Zionist”” and left-socialist strength in the
mainstream socialist parties is bound inexorably to rise
in years to come. This will occur, in my opinion, as the
Vietnam generation inevitably works its way through to
positions of authority, and as the revival of explici_tly
Marxist thought, evident among Western Socialist in-
tellectuals for the past fifteen years or so, works to
make Marxism more acceptable and widely-known. In
the long-run (although not perhaps in the short-run) a
continuing economic recession will make this process
more likely still. So, ironically, will another generation
of predominantly conservative electoral victories.
Unless there is a genuine and universally accepted
peace treaty in the Middle East, and if the stalemate
there continues, | would expect most mainstream
socialist parties in the Western world to have adopted
explicitly anti-Zionist platforms by 1990, if not earlier.

Let us conclude by returning to a matter raised at
the beginning of this paper: the gap between Jewish
numbers and their achievement, above all their grossly
disproportionate  membership in the ‘‘small” and
“large” elites. Our contention is that this g_reatly
enhances Jewish influence and power in the issues
which Jews regard as vital to themselves, above all, of
course, the continued survival of Israel. But let us make
no mistake about, and state with equal directness, the
truth of the matter as we attempt to place these _facts in
an ideological perspective: this ‘“gap” can exist only
under capitalism, precisely because capitalism is ine-
qualitarian. Furthermore (and the statement we have
just made is thus only half the truth) in the capitalist
system as it obtains in the Western democracies, there
are alternate and important columns and centres of
power besides the government. The most important of
these, needless to say, is the economic: the power
presented by personal and corporate wealth. And here
the Jews (or, rather, certain Jewish individuals and
families) achieved economic power long before they
achieved political power, or even political rights.

It is thus these two essential elements of Western
capitalism: its built-in inequalitarianism and its plural
modes of power — which advantages the Jews, pro-
bably (indeed, certainly) more than any other system.
For the main, problems faced by the Jews are two: their
microscopic numbers, making them too small to be a
major force by weight of numbers (except in a handful
of areas predominantly Jewish settlement), and the
perpetual curse of anti-Semitism — a disease which
took its most atrocious and full-blown form in this cen-
tury in the ““most civilized’’ nation, and which even to-
day is virulent and widespread in the world’s second
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most powerful country. Only the inequalitarianism and
plurality of power-centres of capitalism makes both of
these factors irrelevant. And, in my opinion, these two
facets of capitalism, which are generally held to be
among its greatest faults (particularly its ine-
qualitarianism) are among its most redeeming and for-
tuitous features.

On a theoretical level, socialism attacks, first and
foremost, and by definition, these very two features. It
attacks inequalitarianism in the name of equality; it at-
tacks power pluralism in the name of the nationalisation
of the means of production. Under a thorough-going
socialism, the two safeguards against anti-Semitism
and (I believe) annihilation through lack of numbers
would be lost.

There is, naturally, a socialist response to this: | will
consider it at length in the book which will follow from
this. The only remarks | should make here concerning it
is that | believe that this reply fails: it has been over-
whelmingly vitiated by the historical experience of this
century. What the socialist (or equalitarian) fails to
realize is that for the Jews, equality is not enough, so

strong and so pervasive is the historical burden of anti-
Semitism. At the present time, given the undoubted
weight of numbers which prevails among the Third
World and communist bloc countries against Israel, the
Jews — one-half of one per cent of the human race —
cannot possibly hold out against such a force by weight
of numbers alone, any more than Israel can expect to
win a vote in the United Nations General Assembly
whose voting in recent years might indeed serve as a
prototype of what the future holds for the Jews and for
Israel in a truly ““equal’” world. This is the central issue
to which the socialist seeking rapprochement with the
Jews must address himself: why, to the Jews, equality
is not enough and cannot be enough. Because of the
poignancy and tragedy of Jewish history, enough is
never “‘enough’’. But these are purely theoretical con-
cerns: ‘‘socialism’” is most unlikely to come to the
Western world. And so long as the present socio-
economic structure of the Western world continues to
exist, for the Jews, | believe, the future is bright.

This material will appear in book form under the same title, to be
published by Crown and Helm, London, later this year.

THE MONTEFIORE HOMES FOR THE AGED

The Montefiore Homes for the Aged began after a
meeting of Jewish citizens in November 1848 resolved
that ‘‘a Society be formed forthwith . . . to assist the
poor and distressed in cases of sickness and medical
aid, and a weekly stipend to maintain themselves . . ."”
By 1854, the Society had 199 subscribers with
subscriptions revenue totalling 173 pounds 3 pence,
and a year later the balance was 316 pounds.

In 1860, the Society recognised the need for a
building for the care of the aged members of the Com-
munity, and two years later received the first Govern-
ment grant of 300 pounds per annum. 1870 saw the
Montefiore Home, named after Sir Moses Montefiore*,
opened in St. Kilda Road on land granted by the Vic-
torian Government. The Home consisted of several
small cottages. In the intervening years to 1949, addi-
tional cottages were erected by generous benefactors,
including a new wing made possible by a generous be-
quest of the late Cr. Baron Marks.

In 1955, a substantial bequest was received from
the estate of the late Mr. Sol Green as well as munifi-
cent donations from the Voluntary Helpers Shop,
Camberwell. The introduction of the Aged Persons
Homes Act granted pound for pound contributions for
all buildings. A new Wing was added and named in
honour of the late Mr. S. J. Slutzkin, the Society’s
President from 1944 to 1952. The Society could then
accommodate 70 people including eight infirmary beds.
The synagogue was included in this new Wing.

The Jacob Danglow Memorial Wing was con-
structed in 1963 to accommodate an additional 74

e Sir Moses Montefiore was born in 1784 in Italy and grew up in
England to become an eminent banker and founder of the Imperial Con-
tinental Gas Association (which made possible the first gas lights which
illuminated the streets of London). His generosity was boundless. He
gave vast sums of money to help his fellow Jews in many parts of the
world and endowed settlements, hospitals and other institutions in
Palestine and in England. He died in 1885 at the age of 101.

residents. This wing included 48 hospital beds with a
permanent staff of 17, including the Matron. Sections
were allotted also for physiotherapy and craft activities.
The estate of the late Mrs. Mira Kraus provided funds in
1968 for a major new wing, in memory of her husband
Mr. George Kraus. This bequest, together with
generous contributions from the Community and a
substantial subsidy from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, enabled the Society to erect a modern building to
accommodate 100 additional residents.

Today, there are more than 360 residents and
hospital patients at Montefiore, and with the planned
addition of the new Smorgon Family Wing, its scope
will be extended further still in the care and rehabilita-
tion of old people.

For someone on a first-ever visit to the Montefiore
Homes, there is one over-riding and immediate impres-
sion — the warmth and the welcome. This is no run-of-
the-mill geriatric centre. It is rather, every bit a home
where elderly people go to live. Montefiore offers a
warm welcome to Jewish aged from all walks of life,
and all receive the best that a sympathetic, concerned
and skilled staff can offer. They provide a depth of ser-
vice and medical help which ensures that every need is
met, every comfort provided, and every solace offered.

The skills and advanced techniques found at the
Montefiore Homes are widely-acknowledged. Recent
conferences of world authorities in Gerontology
recognised the work carried out at the Homes in the
treatment and rehabilitation of aged people and
declared that it was amongst the most advanced in the
world.

Medical and paramedical care in the Hospital is of
high standard. Aside from the highly-skilled full-time
medical staff, the Homes has available the services of
leading specialist consultants in all areas of medicine af-
fecting the aged.
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The sensory stimulation techniques developed at
Montefiore have been adopted by similar organisations
throughout Australia and abroad.

The use of occupational therapy and advanced
physiotherapy to stimulate sensory competence is one
of the major factors in the success rate. The objective is
to keep patients and residents mentally alert, stimulated
and keenly interested in life. To achieve this, patients
are kept busy in programmes which involve art, craft,
the use of music and community singing, and the latest
in physiotherapy equipment and technique.

Expert care extends into many other areas as well:
¢ dietary supervision in the preparation of special
meals for patients and residents having special
diet requirements
* speech therapy for patients with speech pro-
blems complicating strokes and other
neurological disorders
® socialisation through newspaper-reading
groups, music groups, discussion groups and
special outings
® social work assistance to deal with the special
problems of the aged
® skilled geriatric nursing
¢ a Day Care Department for scores of day pa-
tients
® a dedicated band of volunteer workers who
assist the staff in the difficult task for caring for
the aged at the Homes.

The work at the Montefiore Homes does not rely
entirely on the ““technical”’ or medical side for its suc-
cess. There is great emphasis placed upon the social
aspects of caring for the aged. In fact, much of the
Social Work Department’s time is spent on liaison with
the families of elderly people, helping them to adjust to
changing circumstances and the often rapidly-
deteriorating state of health of their loved one.

Social worker Halina Laurie is at the centre of this
activity and often has to tread the difficult, sometimes
harrowing path towards solving the intricate social pro-
blems associated with old age.

She gives several telling examples:

There is the case-history of the two devoted
daughters trying to cope with a totally incontinent
mother. One would take the ‘’day-shift”’, providing

meals, feeding the patient and doing all the washing
and housekeeping. The second daughter would leave
her own family in the evening to take the “’night shift’”
and provide the intensive nursing that such patients
cannot do without. This, says Mrs. Laurie, was placing
tremendous strain on the daughters’ own domestic
situations. When this became intolerable, the mother
was reluctantly placed at Montefiore.

But even then the problems were not over. The
daughters suffered almost overwhelming guilt at having
to hand over the care of their mother. The Social
worker’s task was to prove to them that their mother
was receiving better medical and emotional care than
they could possibly offer, and that they had done the
correct thing by themselves and their own families by
handing over the responsibility to the Homes.

On the sunnier side, there is the instance of a Rus-
sian immigrant who came to Australia to join her
children. Since everyone else in the family worked dur-
ing the day, the sick and elderly Russian woman sat
staring at the world outside through a front window
completely unable to communicate. After two years of
loneliness and mounting frustration at the lack of com-
munication with other people, her family applied to
have her join the community at Montefiore. She had
been there only a short while before she composed a
short daily prayer. It went: “Please God, now that |
have plenty to eat, now that | am warm, now that | have
aroom to myself, please let me live to enjoy it"".

The sequel to this story was the old lady’s deter-
mination to become an Australian citizen before she
died. Still unable to speak English, she wrote down the
Oath of Allegiance phonetically in Russian, and recited
it at the naturalisation ceremony. She had indeed
become an Australian citizen.

The Socialisation Department operates an outpa-
tients and Day Care service which provides an average
of two days’ day-care per patient, and up to five days
per week in times of crisis. This care, as for residents
and in-patients, involves group therapy and socialising,
occupational and physiotherapy, coupled with regular
testing and medical supervision.

The result is that many elderly Jews who would
otherwise be institutionalised or who would lead excep-
tionally lonely and deteriorating lives are maintained at a

Total annual expenditure (ESMAtEd) . .. ... .......uunee et e e e $3,700,000
Foodicostsi(estimated )iy ber iSRS TR R e el $340,000
VVagesipaldiie:ic: sl it ST S AN e - s AR e $2,600,000
NUmber{ofistaff ! R T e L L e iennevianas 300
NUmberofipatientsicaredlfor s s L st e ihs e s innaans 153
NUMBBT O TOSIIENIS CATOANON % ok o A el T N T it v s e dianannaiss 210
HUmMbEROr daYICATOIDHUANIE - - = & i 2 ol o o s s I u A et st sinenssssnrnnsannns 60
Numberiof admissionsiduringlyear . & . st L o e eee e se s tsanneasans 102
BT COtagO 0T PDENBIOMEIE! =85 s 7 5 e o L s el 3 s Bt o o o A e b shid 58k & s 56 vis s sannsbasnnnnnnnnnnes 83%
AVeragelageiof resiten s ey i i vl e N il o svaanaa e b 80
o | R I R 96
Average weekly number of Occupational Therapy treatments . .. ... .........ee e eeenoneeennenens 377
Average weekly number of PhySiotherapy treatments . .. ... ... .......ouuun e e eeeeeineeenns 485
Average weekly attendances in Sheltered Workshop .. .............uuuuut et 102
Average weekly number of StImulation treatments . .. ... .. ... vttt ettt 325
Average weekly attendances in Socialisation Activitios . .................c.uiuiuinenenenenanenannn 325
Average weekly number of Meals prepared . . ... ... ......c.uuiii it e 9,000
Average weekly number of Individually Prepared DietaryMeals . ...................c.ccoviiinenn.. 1,650
Average weekly number of Chiropody treatments ... ... ... .....uiutineeeneennenneenneenneenneenns 40

10 Melbourne Chronicle

° February 1980



"“plateau’’ or awareness which allows them to achieve
as much as their capabilities will allow.

The most significant cost at the Montefiore Homes
is Staff — there is a high ratio of staff to patients and
residents, and labour costs continually rise. For in-
stance, the Homes' financial expenditure in 1978 was
more than $3 million, of which more than $2 million
wentinto wages. (See accompanying table.)

Montefiore Homes provides a comfortable accom-

modation to both single residents and couples, and en-
courages them to bring to the Homes their individuality
and touches of ““homeliness’’. Each room has a call
system connected directly to a central supervision point
manned 24 hours a day, so that residents need never
feel alone. But the most important factor at the Homes
is the spirit of belonging, of ‘“‘community”’. The Plaza
area, the gardens, the frequent entertainments held in
the main lounge — all help to weld Montefiore’s small
community together, to give it pride and a feeling of
belonging.

THE ELW0OOD SYNAGOGUE WINDOWS
OF ADELA SHAW

At the Elwood Talmud Torah, sixteen works
of art adorn the walls of the Synagogue. They are
the work of Adela Shaw who was born in Poland
and settled in Melbourne in 1947. It was during the
war-years and during the German occupation of
Poland that Adela Shaw developed her talent in
decorative design, although her work has
developed remarkable versatility in diverse forms
of pictorial art.

The sixteen windows she designed and
donated to the Elwood Talmud Torah both
enhance and beautify the ‘Synagogue and ex-
emplify her talent and sensitivity.

SHEMA
This window is dedicated to
Jewish martydom depicted by
the “Shema’’ — the essence of
the Jewish creed — being
the seventh day he rested and greeted by Angels as it ex-
ceased from work (Exod. plodes heavenward in a blaze of
XX17). fire.

SHABBOS

It is a sign between me and the
children of Israel for ever, that
in six days the Lord made the
heavens and the earth and on

PESACH

These symbolic works illustrate the main Holy
Days celebrated in the Jewish calendar, depict
also in two windows the twelve Tribes of Israel,
and commemorate both the Israelites’ 40 year
wanderings in the wilderness and the creation of
the modern State of Israel. They are of a pro-
digious size and represent an immense physical
and artistic achievement, earning for Adela Shaw
from Rabbi Chaim Gutnik the accolade as an
Eshes Chalonos (Lady of the Windows), thereby
comparing her to the Prophetess Dvora who, by
contributing to the Beth Hamikdash huge candles
and ornaments, became known as Eshes Lapidos
(Lady of the Lights).

SHAVUOT

The festival celebrating the
historic event of the giving qf
the Torah on Mount Sinai.
Represanted by the tablets wutg
Commandments an:
the Ten o

The festival of freedom com-
memorating the exodus from
Egypt. Observe the month of
Aviv and keep the passover un-
to the Lord thy God for in the

month of Aviv He brought thee the words r

forth out of Egypt by night V'NISHMA", the response 0

(Deut. XVII). Israel when accepting the
Torah.
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SUCCOTH

The festival commemorating
Israel’s 40 years wandering in
the wilderness living in booths
and protected by the clouds of
glory. And you shall take the
fruit of godly trees (Etrog) bran-
ches of palm trees (Lulav) and
boughs of thick trees (Myrtle)
and willows of the brook
(willow.) (LEV. XXI1140).

TU BISHVAT

The fifteenth day of the
Hebrew month of Shevat tradi-
tionally designated as the “New
Year of Trees””. When new
fruits are eaten and the addi-
tional blessing of
“Shehecheyanu” is said.

TWELVE TRIBES

Two windows depicting the
division of the people of Israel
into twelve tribes, their Hebrew
names and their designations
as expressed in the blessing of
Jacob (Gen. XLIX) and Moses
(Deut XXXII1.)

SIMCHAS TORAH

Celebrated on the last day of
Succott ‘Shmini Atzeret’ ex-
pressing our joy with song and
dance for our most precious
possession the Torah.

Window depicting the festival
of Purim as described in the
book of Esther. And these days
of Purim shall not pass from
among the Jews, nor the
memory of them ever be
forgotten from their seed.
(Esther X28).

TISHAB'AV

Window dedicated to the Ninth
of Are the day commemorating
the destruction of the first and
second temples, and the pro-
phetic assurance that this day
will in the future become a day
of rejoicing.

ROSH HASHANAH

And in the seventh month on
the first day of the month you
shall have a holy convocation
you shall do no work it is a day
of blowing the Shofar unto
you. (NUM 29). Com-
memorating the anniversary of
creation hence the Jewish New
Year.

CHANUKAH

The minor festival com-
memorating the victory of the
Hashmonaim in their revolt
against their Greek aggressors,
the repurification and kindling
of the ““Menorah” in the Tem-
ple, the song “Maoz Tzur”
sung after lighting the Chanuka
Candles is inscribed in the
Menorah.

WAILING WALL

The ‘'Kotel Hamaravi'’
(Western Wall) from which the
““Shechinah’ has never
departed as depicted by the
wings above the wall, to which
the eyes of Jewry is turned in
prayer and supplication and
thanksgiving.

YOM KIPPUR

Day of atonement. For on this
day shall atonement be made
for you to cleanse you, from all
your sins shall ye be clean
pefore the Lord.

TWELVE TRIBES

Two windows depicting the
division of the people of Israel
into twelve tribes, their Hebrew
names and their designations
as expressed in the blessing of
Jacob (Gen. XLIX) and Moses
(Deut XXXIII.)

ERETZ ISRAEL

This window is dedicated to the
modern state of Israel depicted
by its symbol The Menorah, the
Blue and White flag with the
Magen David. The land flowing
with milk and honey
represented by the agriculture
of Israel and the strength of the

Sabra.
AM ISRAEL CHAI The people
of Israel will live forever.



WELL-BEHAVED FLOWERS

John Berger

On every Saturday morning when everyone wore
their best and fattest clothes, their biggest smiles, and
most expensive jewellery, my friends and | would climb
the mountain. The Carmel of the Bible; Elijah’s retreat
and victory. In fact, we had all climbed the many green
and wet steps that led up to what was called Elijah’s
cave. There were always swaying women who looked
like dark tents, standing in the black corners of the cave
weeping secret wishes and desires to God's favourite,
the one plucked off the Mount like a hair from milk.
Their voices would stretch from one clear drop of water
to the next. Mossy voices growing on a legend. Elijah,
for whom a cup of wine was saved on the Passover
table; Elijah of the hope and expectation, Elijah of sur-
prise and of strength.

Today was my Saturday. | was up walking on the
deserted path, early in the morning well before any liv-
ing soul was pampering its body. The familiar path was
wet and cold and suddenly became hostile. Grass and
vines would tug at my heavy and tall shoes, every frog
watched me and burped obscenities at me; diving in-
sects would appear from the rising sun and travel along
the speckled beams probing through the leaves, and
shoot past my eyes. Everything in my path was dripping
with water. My socks soon were soaked, my shoes
wrinkled. | kept glancing over my shoulder for some
hostile and angry being. What had | disturbed? Why
have these forces not bothered me before? | noticed
that by then | was almost running. The path twisted up
the side of the mountain higher and higher and closer to
the open field of wild red poppies and white and lilac
smiles that hung in the air off the soft winds. | longed to
reach the open and light-soaked field of small rocks and
grass. But however fast | ran and climbed the further
the pocket of light seemed to be.

| stopped and looked toward the bay to my right.
Enough of this panic! Cold fingers ran up and down my
back; | waited for pain and expected pain yet | knew
there would be none. Slowly but well | conquered my
fear of nothing. Though still unsure, | tempted the
spectres of my mind to cause me to panic again. They
could not.

Then | saw the distant waters of the bay shine in
long strips of white light pointed directly at my eyes; |
could feel the small heat under my eyes. | began to feel
the wet socks, my toes began to itch with cold and
wetness. | was also wet down the middle of my back —
but | now realised that this was sweat, | had been
sweating in a panic! My hands were swollen but very
pleasantly warm. | blew long streams of rich steam from
my mouth towards the slightly curved enormous
horizon — the trains of my hot air ended in mid-air,
suspended a million miles from anywhere. | could hear a
few birds by now, and some insects — the sound track
had been now switched on.

The climb became harder now and | began to heat
up. By the time | reached the Persian temple with its
gold dome | could have been travelling for two thou-
sand years pushing my own ambition and desire in a
timber wheelbarrow with a clumsy wheel on a reversible
front.

The birds whistled in different tones near the
gardens of the temple. The insects were not there; not
a living soul was in my hurried inspection. | was always
afraid of the dark shadows that shuffled normally
around the beautiful gardens of this temple, clipping
shrubs or digging the rich earth or collecting well-
behaved flowers. | walked past the very green gardens
a little faster and was relieved when | heard the insects
again. | was so far up the side of the mountain now and
| had passed all that was human or remotely human —
all that was ahead belonged to the mountain and rains
— it was too late to turn back, so | pressed my shoes
harder into the squelching soil, and like a frog bounced
harder into my next step.

The path was disappearing now, rocks grew larger
and larger across it. Some of the largest had to be
climbed over. | could only see the blue waters of the
disinterested bay when | was up on the large rocks. It
lay there at the base of the coast like a bitch spread on a
carpet suckling her temporary pups. | thought of flying
then. | would just stand up on the slippery rock, spread
my arms out — like this — and just jump. | carefully sat
down, my compulsion frightened me. | wasn't sure that
| would not do it — just by accident perhaps! The green
tops of the trees right at the bottom of the mountain,
near the black snake of black asphalt that was the road
leaving Haifa going south to Tel Aviv, were inviting with
their woolly appearance and seductive softness. | was
again tempted by this feeling of abandon many years
later on a flight to Australia, high above thick appetising
white clouds; | almost wanted to get out of the droning
plane and walk onto them. A kind of seductive tickling
in the pit of the stomach and a freezing terror in the
mind — but seductive, God, seductive! trembling, |
groped my way down the rock back onto the path.

There were only two points of safety, one back in
the valley with the puppets, the other at the top of the
mountain, just past the very old, deserted, overgrown
and fenced mine-field — the field of the flowers.

The last few hundred yards | ran wildly and aban-
donedly. | passed under the small tunnel of shrubs and
ancient trees, and | had at last arrived. | was at one cor-
ner of a huge field of wild flowers and grasses. A field
the size of a football oval but with no visible edge. On
almost all sides there was an extremely sharp drop of
shiny and sterile rocks. As far as | could see there were
crowds and groups of blood-red poppies inspecting the
long grasses with a nod; hundreds of white and lilac
cyclamen like snobs of the rocks with upturned noses.
There were no sudden movements, no violent sounds,
even the birds and insects were sleepy up here. | climb-
ed up on one of the highest boulders at the centre of
the field and quietly listened to my blood rush through
my veins. My heart was the largest sound in this world.
The flowers sparkled at me, teasing movement and
decision. It was their world and | was merely and
forever an intruder. An intruder despite what | thought
or did. Perhaps it was my thinking in fact that made me
alien to this world. | had no roots in it, nothing of it nur-
tured me and expected me. Why then was | so often
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drawn to this self-sufficient and guiltless world? What
was my place in it? A rabbit jumped a few times only a
few yards in front of me, stopped, looked at me
curiously, made signs at me with its ears and hurried off
to another corner. How long could | stay here? And for
what purpose? Ultimately | would have to pass the old
minefield on the way down, and the persian temple and
reach the asphalt of the road and the cars and buses
and people and screams and noise, demands, desires,
needs and frustration all mine to have and behold. | felt
sick.

| picked up a stick and waved it around my head. It
shrieked murder. | clipped the red crown off one of the
poppies with the thin end of the screaming stick. The
field began to murmur in my ears, my heart pounded in-
sults at the mute boulders. The cyclamen was a smaller
and tougher flower to decapitate so | mutilated it with
the thick end of the stick. Sap began to squeel and bub-
ble out of injured and bruised stems. A small yellow
flower grew everywhere in free and careless abandon;
wherever the sun reached, ‘there it grew in the sparkle
of a dumb blonde. | harvested whole circles and circles
within orbit of my sickle-like sweeps of the world
around me of these yellow blondes: hundreds and
thousands of these fell at my feet. | picked up a handful
of bleeding stems and smelled the oozing sap, it was
lemony; it tasted lemony and was refreshing. | walked
in the fields of my victories amongst the vanquished
sucking noisily the lemon sap to the rhythm of my heart
and gushing blood.

It was at that moment of power that | noticed that
there was an orchestra of growing sounds around me
— suange and foreboding. | placed the stick in front of
me like a flag of property and waited for the calm to
return. Instead of soft winds and cellos through the
grass, the drum of my heart wouldn’t stop and the sap
from the victims at my feet trickled finally out of
mutilated bodies into the ever present soil. It was time
to leave. Slowly | retreated without turning back or
ascerting myself at the holocaust left behind. The wild
orchestration behind me increased in volume and
screeched in my ears like wild violins in discord. | gently
leaned the stick on a small boulder and began a slow
run down the path.

The bay in the distance had huge shadows on it,
creating a deep green camouflage-net over the entire
sea. The path looked different running down it; | could
hardly distinguish it from the rest of the crowds of
growth. | ran faster and faster like a wild rabbit in
desperation. The drumming in my ears increased from
minute to minute, louder and louder, hundreds of
waterfalls were falling and eroding the soil in my veins. |
lost the path; the Persian dome of gold disappeared. I
ran into darker and darker pockets of leaves and bran-
ches, into puddles of ancient breeding beds and cling-
ing webs of carefully engineering traps. When | ran into
a barbed wire across my path after running for so long
that | was soaked in boiling sweat or blood or sap or
frustrated tears, and covered in a kaleidoscopic coat of
pollen, | thought that | was back at the old minefield. A
cold terror seized my mind, | could get lost here forever,
I could run around and around and around and around .
. . | heard voices, on the other side of the small enclos-
ed area, across the terror and metal, behind another
barbed wire fence | heard human voices speaking! | had
to do it. | lifted the wire and walked in. Step by slow
step that evolved from a well of fear and hope | crawled
inch by agonising inch forward towards the voices. |

watched the small molehills that might cover a metal
death. | could visualise myself blown to pieces, bits of
me hanging off the mocking trees; satisfied frogs sitting
on my bare bones, my blood making interesting pat-
terns in the small dark puddle that probably spawned
me in the first place. | had been standing and listening
for a few minutes — the voices were gone. My imagina-
tion was creating worlds of torture for me — for itself.
Quietly | began to weep for a life thus abandoned to the
winds and erosion, for a despair all of my own. Then |
grew angry at once. Without cause. Angry at the absur-
dity of my predicament, angry at the pity, at my pity of
myself. In challenge | jumped ahead and landed with a
thud — | ran the rest of the way, wildly and alone and
moaning. | jumped the low barbed wire fence and ran
forward to the thick shrubs.

| found myself standing on the asphalt road | saw
from the top of the mountain — right next to a green
bus stop. There were four people staring at me like a
group of surprised lifeless marionettes. | crossed the
road away from them, looked up at the mountain at the
back, took a deep breath to calm my racing heart and
began the walk back to my father’s house.

Untitled Pieces
Shana Sackuville

Torn cinders of mind

breeze across my turn of thought
but/ can’t quite touch the

worlds within their mist. . .

Within a broken eggshell

| thought | caught a sigh

and then the voice of no-where
spoke its sound. . .

The day weaves its way along,
each mood giving rise to an extra
thread. . . and the tapestry

is laid down.

True communication needs no words
but subtle minds delicate enough
to transmit meaning.
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