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EDITORIAL

RECORDING THE PAST
FOR THE FUTURE

Serge Liberman

The Jew is endowed with a dual talent that borders
on the realms of genius. The one is survival; the other
— memory. With respect to survival, history furnishes
evidence in plenty to render that fact beyond dispute.
As for memory, this is less emphatically remarked
upon, perhaps because it is not perceived —
understandably — to be as pressing.

““Memory’’ in this instance is not meant to reflect per-
sonal recollections of happenings in one’s own life —
though it is not entirely exclusive of these — but rather
folk memory which is the enduring repository of events,
traditions, laws and folklore that have been transmitted
through the generations — for the Jew, traditionally
beginning with the Creation. Within the current of
memory is included oral tradition, or oral history,
which, outside of basic Biblical or Talmudic tradition, is
necessarily diverse and has local colour (the traditions
of the Cochin Jew or Falasha or Yemenite Jew will
often be quite different from those of the Lithuanian,
Galician or English Jew), but it is also fragmentary,
regionally restricted and subject to wastage as one
generation passes, and past legends, histories and
customs are forgotten or unknown or unheeded by the
new.

History be’al peh has major limitations. Which ex-
plains perhaps the plethora of written material on
Jewish history (and, by implication, on religion, law,
literature, folklore, etc.) — both scholarly (Cecil Roth,
Ben-Sasson, Elie Kedourie) and popular (Dimont,
Potok) — that annually floods the bookstalls and
libraries, to repeat, revise and reinterpret events for the
modern reader, usually, though not exclusively,
Jewish. Koheleth writes that “‘of the making of books
there is no end’’, but though to him it is yet another in-
stance of futility (or ’vanity’” as he terms it), in the con-
text of this discussion, the making of books is nothing
less than a necessity. For memory to endure, history
must be preserved in print.

This may well beg the question, why is this dogged
re-recording of history ad infinitum, even ad nauseam
for some, so important? Our world is, after all, the here

The “Melbourne Chronicle”, published
by the Jewish National Library and Cul-
tural Centre ‘“Kadimah”,
with cultural, communal, social, political
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and now, a world ridden with social, religious, racial
and national conflicts, and with revolutions, coups,
ideological rivalries and power struggles often far
removed from everything that has gone before. To the
answer that by understanding the past we may come to
know how we reached the present, one may reply,
“Fine, so | understand, but that does in no way alleviate
the evils | have just enumerated’’. Or to the other
answer that, by knowing the past, men might learn not
to make the same mistakes, one may say together with
the cynic that the only thing one ever learns from
history is that one can never learn anything from it.
There is logic of a kind in the retort and one not merely
confined to the history-hating high-school student
swallowing knowledge for the sake of examination suc-
cess.

There are other, more positive, answers to the ques-
tion, but the one carrying most potency is that the
study of history (that is, the recording of events and
their ultimate preservation as memory) has to do with
nothing less than the acquisition and maintenance of
both national and individual identity, and, at a more
basic level, with a people’s very survival. History — for
the Jew, even more than language — becomes
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something shared, both vertically through and horizon-
tally across time. It is the cement that binds the
Yemenite to the Australian Jew, the Italian to the
English Jew, however different and mutually exotic
everything else — their customs, dress, behaviour,
world outlook, folklore and even synagogue
ceremonies — may be. Accepting oneself as a descen-
dant and carrier of the Jewish people’s past — allowing
for halachic rulings — is what distinguishes the Jew,
more than his language, his physiognomy, his culinary
tastes and even more than his belief in God (an atheistic
Jew still remains, legally, a Jew). Through knowledge
of one’s history is one’s identity the more likely to be
consolidated, and through the consolidation of that
identity is his survival as a Jew more readily assured.

The point will not be further elaborated.

What obtains on a large scale, however, holds also
on a lesser one. And here we turn to the local Australian
scene.

Barring any major international or local upheavals, it
is probable that Australian Jewry will both remain
relatively static in number (although some would
predict a decline) and become more homogeneous.
Traces may well remain, in one or two or three genera-
tions, of Anglo-Saxon or German or East European
origin, but these will inevitably be far less pronounced
than at present. The growth and influence of the
Jewish day-schools may impede the trend to some ex-
tent but it would be against the grain of proven
historical experience if the children and grandchildren
of many of today’s avowed Jews shall not have drifted
away from Jewishness by default, outmarriage or con-
version. This is in no way to condone such an eventuali-
ty but merely to reiterate a sociological fact (thereby af-
firming that history does have something to teach).
There may also be new Jewish immigrants to Australia
in the future (the source of which cannot at present be
predicted — one is referring here to mass migration
rather than small trickles as are now coming from
Russia), but in the main, the principles of stasis and
evolving homogeneity shall not be much disturbed.

The future task shall be to strengthen the Jewish
community — if its survival is to be regarded asa high
priority so that ““wastage’’ shall be kept to a minimum.
Unable to depend upon the influx of large outside
numbers into the community as occurred in the peri and
post World War 11 period, two other means, essentially
interdependent, shall need to be relied upon — educa-
tion and the forging of a tangible identity. The reliance
on education — Jewish education in depth and in
breadth, inclusive of history, religion, literature,
language (Hebrew and/or Yiddish), custom, law etc. —
is self-evident and shall not be dwelt upon except to
add that successful Jewish education shal[ contribute
to one’s identity as a Jew. But a human being, as well
as belonging to a genus, (in this context, Jew), needs
also to belong to a class, that is, to a smaller, more
homogeneous, well comprehended community In
which he encounters similar images of himself (here,
Australian Jew). There are sub-classes, to be sure, for
example, Mizrachi Jew, Lubavitch Jew, Liperal Jew,
and for many, these sub-classes may suffice in terms of
providing a secure unfettered identity. They are,
perhaps, the fortunate ones in that they may be spared
the heart-searching of less committed Jews. But they
do not represent the majority whose identification takes
the form of less tangible and organised means. If asked
the right question, the latter would certainly regard

themselves as Australian Jews (or Jewish Australians
— though it is not our intention to avow a Jew first or
Australian first); but the next question, a more subtle
one, would be whether they were Australian Jews by
virtue of their place of domicile alone or of a deeper
identification based on an understanding of how they
became Australian Jews. No idle question this. For it
turns the face once more to the history of one’s people,
in this instance, of the Jews in Australia.

Much has been written about Jews in Australia. The
journals of the Australian Jewish Historical Society, for
example, are dedicated to this purpose. Also there exist
substantial volumes by, inter alia, the late Rabbi L. M.
Goldman and Hirsch Munz, by Rabbi Israel Porush,
Rabbi John Levi and Dr. George Bergman on Australian
Jewish history dealing with Jewish communities,
synagogues and other institutions. A. projected
bibliography of Australian Judaica lists over 100
vplumes in English written by Australian Jews about
different aspects of Australian Jewry, quite apart from
many works of fiction and poetry in English and Yiddish
and of works about Jewish subjects by non-Jewish
writers. Added to this are numerous pamphlets, ser-
mons, reports, minutes and correspondence books of
various institutions which provide the raw material for a
host of historical studies into the community. Also, a
number of projects known to this writer have eitl"1er
been completed or are currently under way, among
them an unpublished study of the Kadimah a
preliminary survey of the Yiddish theatre in Melbourne
a venture into the history of Shepparton Jewry anci
research by a scholar currently visiting Melbourne into
the visits of emissaries from Jerusalem to Australia
before World War 1, into ““Yiddishkeit" in Australia, (b
which he means religious Jewishness), and into' thg
history of synagogues in Australia. All of these ma
seem parochial studies when set against analyses ofy
say, the emancipation of Jews in eighteenth-centyny
Eastern Europe or the mass migrations of Jews in the
early years of this century. Granted; but it s from
mass of such small studies that the requisite informaaj
tion, scholarly assimilated and presented, may be incor-
porated into a larger more unified whole that may give
the reader an insight into the past of the society in
which he lives and with which he may come to identify

But the writing of history is not an activity |eft to
others, to “them”, whoever “they” may be. Very te,y,
of those who have written on. Jewish history in
Australia have been trained historians or sociologists
Much of the work has been voluntary, performeq e
dedicated dilettantes (and no disparagement is intend.
ed by the word) who have flipped through page after
page of old newspapers, who have rummaged through
stacks of synagogue files, vyho have fO!]OWed chance
leads to make new discoveries, connections, contriby.
tions. Until a chief arises to erect the grand edifice _
the definitive history of Jews in Australia — 3 thousang
Indians shall have had to Ia_y the foungjations. Itis g field
open to all who have the slightest curiosity intq the loca|
past.

So much for the writing of history which depe
upon active research, though much more could be Sn.ds
Also vital is the recording of history by thoge Whi hald.
lived (or created) it. That is memoirs. The bk ave
period has seen a large influx of Jews into Australi -war
a revivifying of local cultural, communal ang relia-and
life. Yet, lamentably, few have seen fit to deSCribegtlﬁu-s
passage to Australia, the conditions as they fougg
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them, their difficulties, suspicions, conflicts, am-
bivalences, successes, etc., that they must have
known. Each life is a thing unique; each life is a book;
and only a stone has no story to tell. Personal recollec-
tions, observations and reflections are valuable
historical documents which not only instruct later
generations in the events and tenor of times past but
establish a chain of historical continuity which is what
memory as defined above is all about. As in the
previous editorial which dealt with the Holocaust and
cited Simon Dubnow'’s plea to record the bestialities of
the last war, his words will here be invoked again, albeit
in a different (mercifully different) context — ““Write it
down!”

The study of Australian Jewish history, concurrently
with that of Australian history and Jewish history in
general, coupled with the creative activity involved and
the enhanced self-awareness of Jews as part of a con-
tinuum may yet strengthen the self-identification of
Jews as Jews and unleash a deeper and broader
cultural activity in which, it is hoped — in emulation of
the American model — literary creativity may be one of
its finest and most consolidating fruits.

Given the success of the enterprise of recording
history and thereby storing memory, that second talent,
survival, as a community, may the more readily be
realised.

MOSLEMS AND JEWS

Rabbi Dr. I. Porush

There are some 600 million Moslems of many races
and nations in the world, occupying a vast area of the
globe, controlling immeasurable natural wealth, and
flourishing, it seems, in a process of expansion and
revival, whilst the Jews can muster only 14 million
souls, occupying a tiny strip of land and otherwise
fragmented and scattered over the four corners of the
earth, always in danger, always struggling for survival.

The present relationship between the Jews and the
Moslems can only be described as deplorable — a
““Milchemet Achim’’, a conflict between brothers or,
more correctly, between cousins. Is it not sad that the
recent resurgence in Iran of what looks like an Islamic
Regeneration should have generated intensified hatred
against Israel?

The story of the genesis of Islam in the 7th century
C.E. breathed, at least for a while, a different spirit, and
so did many older parts of the Qoran, the Islamic Bible.

Mohammed, the founder of Islam, not only thought
highly of the Bible (which he knew only superficially,
making many mistakes when quoting therefrom) and its
precepts, he also related himself directly to the teachers
and the teachings of Judaism and the ancestors of the
Jewish people.

He venerated the Patriarchs of Israel, especially
Abraham who as the father of Ishmael was the pro-
genitor of the Arabs, and acknowledged the Hebrew
prophets and their messages, just as he recognised
Jesus as a true prophet. He borrowed many of the doc-
trines and ethical laws of the Hebrew Bible, and above
all the monotheism of Judaism in its pure form. He ex-
pressed admiration for the ““People of the Book”
(meaning the Bible), an expression which has become
an epithet of the Jews’ love of learning.

Mohammed had hoped that the Jews — their
number in the Arabian Peninsula was considerable —
would acknowledge his divine mission and joyfully
follow his banner. The Jews, however, could never
believe that a gentile prophet had been appointed by
G-d to supersede Moses and to abrogate the Eternal
Torah, and to spread the new revelation throughout the
world.

His attitude to the Jews and to their teaching
thereupon became hostile. He moved away from
Judaism. He replaced the Sabbath with the Friday as
the day of rest, and introduced five daily Services in-
stead of the original three. He turned against the
Jewish communities in Medina, who failed to welcome
him, and all but destroyed the many Jewish settlements
on his furious march of conquest. The admirer became
an enemy; the teacher was branded as an “infidel”".

The word “Islam’” which is related to the Hebrew
word ‘“Shalem’’, i.e. complete, denotes ‘‘complete
submission”” to the Will of G-d. The confession of the
Moslem is very simple: “‘There is no G-d but Allah, and
Mohammed is the prophet.” Of course, the Qoran
prescribes also laws and rituals which Moslems must
observe, such as the circumcision (Ishmael was circum-
cised by Abraham at the age of 13), to practise charity
and hospitality, to fast during the month of Ramadan,
to go on a pilgrimage to the holy city of Mecca, and to
pray five times daily with the face turned towards Mec-
ca. In passing: The original order was, as in Jewish
custom, to face Jerusalem which was recognised as a
holy place since Abraham was commanded to sacrifice
there his son Isaac — the Qoran mistakenly speaks of
Ishmael instead of Isaac as the sacrifice. The prohibition
to eat pork and blood and the practice of a kind of
“schechitah’” are obviously derived from Jewish
observance.

In his book ““Kuzari’’, Judah Halevi describes the
voluntary conversion of the King of the Chazars to the
“truest religion’” Judaism after having heard exposi-
tions of the other faiths, Christianity and Islam, and
puts into the mouth of the Moslem Scholar the follow-
ing presentation of the essence of Islam: Unity and
Eternity of G-d the Creator of Man, the spirituality of
G-d, the acceptance of the Qoran as the Speech of
G-d and of Mohammed as the “’Seal of the Prophets”
who abrogated all previous laws and invited the nations
to embrace Islam, and that the pious will be rewarded
in Paradise and the disobedient condemned to dire
punishment.

Islam, being strictly unitarian — no images are, for
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instance, allowed in the Mosque — has not been
regarded in Jewish law as idolatrous. Maimonides, who
lived among Moslems, goes out of his way to stress
that the Moslems believe in One G-d only and, unlike
Christianity which accepts the doctrine of the Trinity, is
a pure monotheistic religion, a ruling which has con-
sequences in Halacha.

Islam and Judaism have had many fruitful contacts
on the long roads of their histories. The fate of the Jews
under Islam differed from age to age and from country
to country. Generally, however, one can say that there
was much less Jewish persecution under Islam than
under the Christian Church.

In Spain and in the Orient there were long spells
when the two Faiths lived together in fruitful harmony
and shared thought and culture, theology and skill.
When persecution in Europe was at its worst, Jews
could find refuge in Islamic lands amidst conditions
which enabled them not only to practise their religion
but also to be creative in philosophy, science and

politics. It is equally true that in many lands, such as
Yemen, the Jews suffered on the other hand severe
degradation and restriction for centuries on end.

Islam as a whole did not undergo a “‘Religious
Reform’ or a “modernisation”” in recent times. Some of
the Islamic nations in the Middle East, notably Turkey,
have tried to sweep away the ancient landmarks of their
tradition: polygamy, the harem, the veiling of women,
some of the harsh laws of the Qoran, the prohibition of
alcohol and so forth, i.e. to ‘‘Europeanise’ their

- societies in law and appearance. But by and large the

Western progress has by-passed most of the Moslem
peoples. When reforms were introduced forcefully and
at high speed by the Shah of Iran, the conservative
religious leadership revolted against this ‘‘falsification’’
of Islam and was able to oust the Shah and to stimulate
the “Islamic Revolution”” in the face of a surprised
world. Only time will reveal the significance and the
consequences of this revolution for Israel and for the
whole world. The fate of Jerusalem, in particular, will
thereby be highlighted.

JEWISH ARTISTS OF AUSTRALIA

BERTHA BUXTON

Adela Shaw

BERTHA BUXTON is a petite lady, with a deeply
sensitive personality, who has a warm courteous man-
ner and gives the impression of being a good doer in
everything she handles and does. This is a true compli-
ment to her abilites as an artist, in which work she likes
to communicate with the viewer.

Bertha, who came to Australia from France in
1939, studied art at the National Gallery of Victoria and
also with the prominent Master, George Bell. He was
the teacher from whom she learnt the importance of
drawing in which she distinguished herself.

She has returned to France on a number of occa-
sions, to attend the Academie de la Grande Chaumiere
to study under Professor Aujame and the Academie
Julian, and to work with Mac Avoy, Pierre Jerome and
Claude Schurr. Surrounded by these artists, she is
stimulated in her desire to create remarkable works of
artand to master the extreme delicacy of touch.

She began to love the modern technique in all
media and wished to conquer it entirely. She has done
so over the years of creativity using her imaginative and
disciplined manner.

In 1969 Bertha had her first one woman exhibition
at the Halmaag Galleries, Melbourne. Since then she
has devoted her time entirely to her painting and
translates the spirit of her own language and her own
expression in landscapes.

She has travelled extensively throughout Australia;
always sensitive to nature, she has fallen in love W|t_h
the Australian landscape in its endless variety. She. is
equally at home in oils, pastels, gouache and e_lcryllc,
but prefers a the medium of oil in which she achieves a
wonderful transposition of her experiences to canvas,
always imbued with her inborn sense of colour. Her
landscapes are currently exhibited in a number of im-
portant galleries.

Bertha has made a masterly progress by devoting
all her energy and power to her art and looks only at the
beautiful side of life through the splendour of her brush.

Her work is very much appreciated and is
represented in a number of private collections in
Australia as well as being recognised and acquired by
overseas collectors in New York, Western U.S.A.
Tokyo, Nagoya, Canada, Italy, Norway, the Philip:
pines, New Zealand and in her native France, in Paris
and in the Chateau de Fourolles. She is also included in
the Lansdown Edition of “‘Artists and Galleries of
Australia and New Zealand"’ edited by Max Germaine.
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POLITICAL PRISONER 115029 (Part 2)

~ Arthur Matzner

Next morning at five o’clock | set off again; this
time with the miller who put the horses to a cart in order
to accompany me. In biting frost we travelled towards
Spisska Nova Ves. The journey took five hours. Stiff
with cold we finally arrived at a small inn. Carefully | en-
quired about the safest and shortest route to Kezmarok,
where | was supposed to meet my parents. Together
with my faithful companion, the miller, (who insisted to
come with me as my guardian angel) | took a bus and
proceeded in my journey. Night was falling when we
alighted from the bus. | took leave from my kind com-
panion and eventually found the place where | met my
parents. They too had crossed illegally the border
between Yablunkov and Cadca.

A week later, two of my brothers also crossed the
Polish-Slovakian border. Thus all of us were happily
reunited; my parents, four brothers and my sister with
her husband; my eldest brother was in Prague at that
time. At the same time my fiancee too managed to
cross illegally the border between Tesin and Frydek.
She left for Kromeriz where after many, many months
she was united with her parents.

Life in Kezmarok was more or less quiet. It is true
that here too various restrictions were enforced, but in
comparison with occupied Poland life in Slovakia seem-
ed to me like heaven. Letters from my fiancee came
regularly. In 1940, in early February, she asked me in a
letter to come and visit her in Kromeriz. | accepted the
invitation. On the 14th of February | crossed the border
of Slovakia and the Protectorate between Cadca and
Stare Hamry, from where | travelled to Kromeriz. It was
a joyful reunion.

My visit was supposed to last one week; fate,
however, had different things in store for us. My
fiancee and her parents persuaded me to stay in
Kromeriz for good. Days and weeks passed and | was
still without work. My occupation consisted in keeping
my fiancee company. Among other things we went
shopping together. On one of those outings | met the
owner of a large store, where they sold groceries and
building materials. Adjoining a large storeroom there
was a factory for the production of concrete pipes. This
is where | started in May 1940 as an administrative
clerk. It was just a part-time job; | worked only in the
afternoon. In the mornings | was walking around the
storerooms, watching attentively the work of ex-
perienced master-workers. A few days later | tried my
luck as a cement worker. | produced a cement pipe and
lo and behold, it did not fall to pieces. This successful
experiment encouraged me to further action.

From this day on | worked as a cement worker in
the morning and as a clerk in the afternoon. Thus |
made more money. | was happy in my work and it
seemed that my boss also was satisfied with me,
because at every fortnightly pay-day my salary increas-
ed. And so week after week passed in a monotonous

Part | of this article was published in the preceding issue of the
Melbourne Chronicle No.2 (22) (April-May 1980)

These memoirs were written in 1945 while the author Ju Dr. Arthur

Matzner was convalescing at the hospital at St. Ottilien following libera-
tion.

way. | only knew the way from home to work and back
again. In the evening, my fiancee and | used to take
short walks in order to be back in time, because Jews
were not allowed to be in the street after 8 p.m. It was
necessary to adhere to all restrictions, as even the
slightest violation of the existing ones meant the con-
centration camp and my turn for that would come soon
enough. Nevertheless, early in July | committed a ‘‘ter-
rible crime”. It was on a hot Sunday afternoon when
my fiance and | went for a walk. In the nearest cake-
shop my fiancee bought two cones of ice-cream. | ate it
and only a few minutes later | felt faint. Therefore we
returned home immediately; the nearer we came to
home the fainter | grew. In this condition | failed to
notice that we had crossed a small public park in front
of the Komensky school in order to take a shortcut
home. That was a “‘terrible crime’” as Jews were not
allowed to enter any public place with “greenery’’. The
next day | was denounced to the local Jewish ad-
ministration. My case had a very lucky ending as the
punishment was mild. A severe reprimand by the chair-
man of the Jewish administration.

| am a doctor of law and | had the opportunity to
see and hear lawyers of repute at the Faculty of Law at
the Masaryk University of Brno. But | never knew that
walking through a small public park could constitute the
factual essence of a criminal act, but only if the person
concerned belonged to a certain race. Those were the
"“civil rights”” of a citizen of the great German *‘Kultur-
volk’’, who wanted to spread this ruinous culture all
over the world.

Early in July my fiancee left for Prague. Her
girlfriend found her a good job in a shoe-shop. From
this moment on my lifestyle became even more
monotonous and sad. Here | have to describe a small
“disaster” | met with. However, future events proved
that this so-called “disaster’” was really a blessing in
disguise and probably saved my life.

The High Holidays were approaching which that
year fell on the third and fourth of October 1940 (Mon-
day and Tuesday).

I had an agreement with the manager of the
storeroom to leave on Friday the 30th September, 1940
for Prague to visit my fiancee. My boss did not know
about it. (Our storeroom with building materials was
about 500 metres away from the main shop and the
boss visited us only rarely).

The reunion with my fiancee in Prague after four
months and with my brother after two years was a very
happy one. Monday the third of October, | registered
with the Police Department in the Jindrich St., as was
every citizen's duty.

Here | met with a frightening surprise. | was taken
to a different office, where two police-officers, seated
behind desks, welcomed me with a downpour of in-
sults. | was informed by those two kind gentlemen that
the offence | had committed was to have left my per-
manent place of residence (Kromeriz), which, from the
1st of October was prohibited for Jews by one of those
perverse new laws. The police officer in charge im-
mediately passed the sentence: a fine of 2,000 krowns
or a fortnight in prison. In vain did | try to explain
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logically that | was innocent. | presented my return
ticket from which it was evident that | had left Kromeriz
on September 30th, that is to say on a date when this
prohibition was not yet in force. The commissioner’'s
answer was simple: “One word more and out you go”.

| was treated like a common criminal. | must add
that the fine of 2,000 krowns was — according to the
Public Proclamation — the highest admissable penalty.
| am under the impression that the Police station in Jin-
drich St., at the time, was administered by an “‘elite’’ of
Czech Nazis and Fascists. | borrowed the 2,000 krowns
from my fiancee’s employer and paid the allotted fine.

Now comes the heart of the matter: Since, dated
from the 1st of October 1940, Jews were not allowed to
leave their domicile, | was unable to return to Kromeriz.
This was a most awkward situation, because | really felt
deeply grateful to my employer in Kromeriz, who had
given me a job at a time when it was impossible for me
to find work.

There was nothing | could do than to apologize to
him in writing for having to terminate my employment
in this unexpected way. (Subsequently | was told that
only a few weeks later my employer in Kromeriz had
been arrested by the Gestapo, taken to a concentration
camp, where he died.)

Had | stayed in Kromeriz, | would have been
evacuated already in June 1942 to Theresienstadt
(Terezin) and from there most probably to the East. To-
day | know that this would almost certainly have meant
death. In Prague, however, | managed to stay much
longer.

I moved in with my brother, who, after his escape
from Hlucinsko, hit upon the idea to return to a craft he
had learnt in his youth: producing the uppers for shoes.
He bought a cutting-machine and soon had so much
work that he could not fulfil his orders in time. At once
and with gusto | set to work as apprentice to this tra_ide.
After six weeks | was able to produce my masterpiece
— a pair of uppers — completely by myself.

Winter was approaching and knee-high ladies’
boots came into fashion. We were kept so busy that we
worked day and night. My brother was pleased with my
work and | myself was satisfied to have learned again
another trade.

After seven years of courting | got married on the
9th of March 1941.

| did not stay long with the shoe-trade; thanks to a
chance-meeting | changed my trade again and became
a clerical worker. It was early in March 1940. | had been
invited for dinner to my wife’s employer. Walking
along, deep in thoughts, | bumped into a pedestrian.
While we both expressed our apologies | recognized in
him the eldest brother of the three “’Chudy’’, who — as
refugees — had passed through our house. We both
were happy to meet again after two years. During our
conversation | learned that Mr. Chudy worked in the of-
fice of the Jewish Religious Community. He advised me
to put in an application for a job with the J.R.C. gnd.he
promised to do his best to have my application
favourably received. In this way he wanted to show his
appreciation for the hospitality and kindness that he
had enjoyed in our house near the border. | hesitated,
not knowing how to decide. | knew that my brother
would not welcome my decision to leave his workshop.
On the other hand a job with the Jewish Religious Com-
munity would have certain advantages for me.

After some consideration | decided for the job in
the J.R.C. | applied for it and started work on the 6th of
April 1941. | worked as an administrative clerk in the
Central registry office. As it turned out later my choice
proved to be the right one. | was happy in my work. It
was just the period of time when one anti-Jewish law
followed the other. The official Jewish newspaper of
the Jewish Religious Community was nothing else than
a collection of prohibitions. The decree that Jews must
only live in certain districts of Prague, like for instance
Prague IV, later also Il and Xll, had practical con-
sequences for me.

I moved into Klimentska St., Prague II. Soon after-
wards we met a family living in the same house. | men-
tion this circumstance because that lady (and her
daughter) showed us so much kindness that we are
forever in her debt. She cared for us as if we were her
own children. She didn’t forget us even when we
already lived in the ghetto. Since she was an Aryan, she
was not allowed to send us parcels to the ghetto, thus
exposing herself to great personal danger. She wrote
me a letter even to the concentration camp and sent a
few parcels; unfortunately, | never received them
because a certain member (of the organisation Todt), tcs
whose address the parcels were directed had been
transferred at this time, so he couldn’t deliver them to
me. At this moment as | am writing these lines | know
nothing positive about the fate of this lady, of our
“mamina’ as we called her. | only know that she was
arrested by the Gestapo but released after three weeks
| hope I'll soon see her again to be able to reciprocaté
her kindness.

In September, the memorable decree of the exter-
nal labelling of Jews was issued; we were obliged to
wear the yellow star of David with the inSC‘riptiOn
“Jude”’ on the left side of our outer garment, gq we
were back in the Middle Ages. | remember exactly the
day when for the first time | stepped out into the street
of Prague wearing this label. | was not ashamed of the
yellow star and | did not feel humiliated. Those who .
vented this labelling should have been ashamed for the
changed the 20th century back into the Middle Agesy
The majority of the Czech population behaved extreme:
ly correctly. It was not the person wearing the labe| who
was considered an inferior creature. And today | can
make the statement that my label served severa| times
to my advantage.

One month later, in October 1941, the liquidation
of Jews in the Protectorate started. The so-called
““transports”’ began. That is to say, the enforceq
evacuations of Jews from Prague and later from the en-
tire Protectorate. This is how it was done: each time
one thousand Jews were issued with the “invitation’ to
appear with luggage no more than 50kg in the olqg Ex-
hibition building in Prague VII. The personne| depart-
ment of the Jewish Administration hac_l enrolled me _
against my wishes — with 25 other clerical workerg into
the group which was responsnblg for the SmMooth ey.
pedition of these forced evacuations from the Expip;-
tion building.

It was terrible to look at these wretch
together with the remainder of their possessions. ol
people, the sick, the young and children were |Yin' d
the dirty floor surrounded by their meagre possessi% o
One thousand people went towards an uncertajn fatensl.
took three days to expedite them. On the fourth by t
dawn the loading into the railway carriages on Yt:t
Bubenec railway station began. It was heartrending tg

ed people
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watch this slowly moving crowd leaving the Exhibition
building, walking towards the railway station —
escorted by ragamuffins and police. It looked very
much like the beggars march from ‘‘the Beggars
Opera”.

Every evacuee had to hand over at the Exhibition
building the keys of his house or flat, food ration
coupons, all personnel documents, war medals, in-
surance policies, documents of bank deposits, gold,
silver, money and watches. We (the personnel officers
of the Jewish Administration) worked under the perma-
nent supervision of the SS, who gave vent to their
sadistic impulses on the suffering participants of these
transportations.

The most dreaded of them were ‘‘Hauptschar-
fuhrer Fidler"” and ““Scharfuhrer Heindl”. | saw Fidler
tread on the feet of a two year old child to make the
mother confess whether she had money hidden in her
luggage. | can’t describe all the frenzies of these
sadistic men. The first five “transports’’ went to Lodge;
a few people were spared the miseries of this journey in-
to the unknown, — they died already at the Exhibition
building.

On the first of December 1941, one thousand young
men were called up; they were the first transport to
Theresienstadt. These were the pioneers of our modern
ghetto. My eldest brother was one of the young men. A
fortnight later it was my sister-in-law’s turn. The condi-
tions in Terezin were unknown to us. It was strictly pro-
hibited to have any contact with this town. In spite of
this early in 1942 the news trickled through to Prague
that 16 young men were publicly executed in Terezin.
The ““crime committed’’ was identical in all cases: con-
tact with Prague by writing letters.

In February 1942 the first transports from outside
Prague began. The first went from Plzen. In icy-cold
weather the Jews from the entire district of Plzen
started their journey into the ghetto. Several of the par-
ticipants died in the assembly hall, others died on the
train.

Transports went from Prague, then Kladno, then
Prague again, then Ceske Budejovice, etc. In this man-
ner | came to know all the so-called regional cities in the
Protectorate, because | had to assist everywhere with
the expedition of these transports. In the course of
these sad expeditions | learned to know Plzen, Kladno,
Hradec Kralove, Tabor, Mlada Boleslav, Brno,
Olomouc, Moravska Ostrava and Uhersky Brod.

The year 1942 brought us sad news. In March my
wife's only brother was arrested in Zlin and taken to
Auschwitz (Osvecin). Three weeks later the news of his
death reached us. At the same time my parents in
Slovakia informed me that my brother and brother-in-
law were taken to Poland. In May of the same year we
experienced the aftermath of Heydrich’s assassination.
At night the SS played havoc in the Jewish habitations.
K. H. Frank (the Protector) issued an order to annihilate
the Czech intellectuals. This was the time when Lidice
was razed to the ground. The lamentations of its
women and children, the innocently spilled blood of its
men clings to the hands of every Nazi. Lidice will
forever give evidence of Nazi bestiality and sadism.

In June the transports from Olomouc started. In
the first of the four transports from Olomouc the
parents of my wife were included. In order to ease
those fateful moments | did my best to help them
wherever | could and as much as my limited means

allowed. With tears in my eyes | bade them farewell at
the railway station. That was the last | saw of them.
From Terezin they went eastwards, where they too
became victims of the Nazi holocaust.

Weeks and months passed by. Transports were
leaving continuously, prohibitions and restrictions of
food rationing were increasing. A good night's sleep
was an unknown luxury since no-one knew when his
turn came. No-one knew when he will have to leave his
home and set out with his 50kg of ’possessions’’ on the
journey to Terezin. Many a Jew chose voluntary death
in preference to the ghetto.

Towards the end of February 1943 the last “‘coun-
try"’ transports are being expedited from Uhersky Brod
and thus all country districts of the Protectorate are
“cleansed”’. Those who remain are either the so called
Aryan half-casts (children from mixed marriages) or
mixed marriages. There are fewer and fewer ‘‘stars of
David” in Prague and by the end of 1943 out of 45,000
Jews only a few thousand are left.

The year 1944 started with sad news. From Poland
came a letter from one of my cousins in which she in-
formed me that two of my uncles (my father’s brothers)
with their wives and children had been killed in a small
village near Krakow. They had become victims of Nazi
atrocities. At the same time | heard that transports of
Jews from Slovakia were now in full swing. Therefore |
advised them to hide in a small mountain-village. Even
at this moment | do not know, whether they took my
advice. It is at presgnt my most anxious worry to find
my parents, my brothers and sister and my wife.

In May 1944, only about three thousand
"reinrassige”’ (the pure race) Jews were left in Prague.
By the end of this month news came from our Jewish
Administration, that these remaining people would
soon start on their journey to Terezin. And indeed, early
in June, the last three large transports left Prague for
Terezin. | was included in the third one. On the 10th of
June 1944 | made my appearance with my wife in the
Exhibition building. The moment had come when | had
to “expedite” myself. In the early hours of the 13th of
June we boarded the train and silently said farewell to
the “hundred spires’”” of Prague. We all had but one
thought on our mind: Will we be allowed to return to
our beloved ‘“mother Prague’’. The new statistics will
give a frightful answer to this question.

By midday of June 13th we arrived in Terezin,
where — after two and a half years — | met again with
my brother. The first sight of this newfangled ghetto
was terrible. The inevitable initiation of every newcomer
was the ““accommodation’ in the dirty attics of the
huge (former military) barracks. | thought that all the
%I_eas and bed-bugs of the entire world had assembled in

erezin.

| find it impossible to describe here in detail life and
conditions in Terezin. It would be a topic too com-
plicated to write about. It was a town of the sharpest
contrasts. The town of ’‘straight-lined streets and
crooked ways'’. On one side a coffee-lounge with
music, theatres with prominent artists, concerts by well
known musicians and singers, lectures given by medical
and legal men of authority, promenade concerts, and
on the other side thousands of people starving to death.
The SS liked to make films in Terezin, but only of what
they found suitable for their purpose. Hosts of old peo-
ple would crowd at the refuse tips to find some potato-
peelings; such things, however, were never filmed.
Such sights did not suit their criminal propaganda.
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On the 3rd day after my arrival, | was lined up for
work. Every morning at 5 a.m., accompanied by a
Czech gendarme we would be marched out to the
workplace about 2km away from the main gate. There
we worked with spade and shovel. After years of con-
tinuous fear, uncertainty and nervous stress, this
physical work in the fresh air was a real holiday for me. |
stayed in this working unit about six weeks. In August |
became a member of the police force in the economy
division of the Jewish self-government. The activity of
this police force consisted in the permanent checking of
the economical departments of the ghetto, in particular
the distribution of food, checking of kitchens, bakers,
butchers, grocery-stores, storage of bread, stores,
hospitals, etc. The range of activity was indeed a wide
one. My strict and honest checking brought me also
success and at the same time pleasure from hard work.

Soon | was known as a straightforward, uncom-
promising and unapproachable controller. As time went
by | ““earned” for myself a lot of enemies in the ranks of
cooks, bakers and butchers. But | never gave up my
principles that the work of the economical police could
only then be useful for the community if carried out
honestly. | lived with my wife very modestly and it hap-
pened more than once that we did not satisfy our
hunger. Cooks, bakers and butchers all offered me dif-
ferent food-products; but all these temptations were

useless. | left Terezin for a concentration camp with a
clean conscience; | never accepted any bribes from
anybody.

Like everybody else my wife lived in different bar-
racks in a cold attic right through the winter. In the
ghetto of Terezin men and women were separated. On-
ly the big wigs or those who enjoyed some favouritism
with the notables were living together. During all the
time we spent in Terezin my wife was engaged in
physical work (in the wood-depot, joinery, cleaning of
old people’s homes, hospitals, etc.).

In September 1943 | experienced the most
upsetting days in Terezin. From the commandatur
came the order to send a transport of 5,000 people from
Terezin to Birkenau; at that time | didn’t know yet that
Birkenau was in fact a part of the notorious concentra-
tion camp of Osvecin (Auschwitz). | was not included in
this transport. After this transport had left, life again
took its ordinary course. In May 1944 a new upsetting
event befell us. The “Commandatura’’ again ordered
three more transports with two and a half thousand
people each to leave Terezin. My brother and his wife
left Terezin for Birkenau in this trarisport. Unfortunately
I don’t know anything about his fate

(To be continued)

Seventy Years of Yiddish Theatre in Melbourne (1909-1979) — Part |

Serge Liberman

In 1892, there arrived in Sydney a very young man,
a worker from Warsaw, named Chaim Reinholz. Having
a fine voice and being familiar with the stage, he suc-
ceeded in becoming involved with the English-speaking
theatre. He toured about the cities with a number of
theatrical troupes, on one occasion, while in Hobart,
vanishing from the troupe and surfacing at the Hobart
Synagogue on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur to con-
duct the prayers when the congregation had no-one to
lead them. In 1905, Reinholz received Abraham
Goldfaden’s ‘‘Shulamis’’ which he had earlier not
known. It excited him considerably and he decided to
have it performed. Together with two ladies who knew
a little Yiddish, he established a choir of thirty people,
all of them non-Jews and rehearsed the piece with
them. His own role he sang in Yiddish, as did, in parts,
his two companions. Everyone else sang the text in
English, the text having been specially translated for
them. Reinholz, to his credit, did try to teach his non-
Jewish singers the Yiddish text, but without success,
for at the performance, they either forgot the Yiddish or
so badly mutilated it that no-one in the audience knew
what language they were using.

Thus, in 1905, in Sydney, was conducted the first
Yiddish performance in Australia.

For Reinholz himself, it was the first and I_ast at-
tempt at staging Yiddish theatre, although he did give
recitals of Yiddish songs for the benefit of Jewish com-
munal institutions. He wrote songs of his own as well,
mostly dealing with Jewish life in Australia, but in later
years these ceased to be sung, disappearing finally into
oblivion.

On Monday 2nd November 1908, there arrived in
Melbourne the actor Samuel Weisberg who came with

the intention of founding a permanent Yiddish theatre
in Australia. He had been born 46 years before on the
1st of May 1862 in Pyotrkov in Poland and by the time
he arrived in Australia he had wandered throughout half
the world with Yiddish theatre troupes. It had been ona
friend’s recommendation that he came to Australia to
test his luck in creating a local Yiddish theatre. That
may have been his ultimate dream but he soon came
face to face with reality.

In an autobiographical sketch,’ he writeg as
follows:

| arrived in Melbourne in November 1908 on the
““Vulcania’’. As | disembarked, | was approached b
a distinguished-looking Jew with a fine patriarcha|
beard, and he asked me, *Are you Mr. Weisberg?"

““Yes," | replied.

“My name is Malinski. | received a letter from
London informing me of your arrival and requesting
that | should meet you.’

| was pleased indeed by his cordial greeting ang
by his warm welcome to the new land. | thankeq him
sincerely and Mr. Malinski took me home with him
and introduced me to his wife and sjx love|
daughters. The table was prepared for dinner ang
the atmosphere was a festive one, as though the
were awaiting some important guest . . . y

Mr. Malinski was an intelligent, ea
peaceful man. He was of the kind that one
respect. Sitting at the table, we chatted
about different things. When we had finjg
went into his garden which was bloom;
flowers to catch a breath of fresh air.

SY-going,
can on|
Naturally
hed, we
Ng with
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It was a very hot day. As we sat on the garden
bench, Mr. Malinski said to me: “Mr. Weisberg, ac-
cording to the letter which | received about you from
my brother, | know precisely why you came to
Australia. | honestly regret to tell you that you have
made a big mistake."”’

““You believe then, Mr. Malinski, that | shall not
be able to organise a Yiddish theatre here?"’

“Yes.”
’Are there no Jews here?”’

“There are, there are. But very few. In all of
Melbourne there are only some 200 families. Most of
these are English Jews or Jews who have been here
more than fifty years and who do not understand —
or do not wish to understand — Yiddish. Besides
that, they are dispersed in all corners of the city. And
where do they come together? In the synagogue;
and that only twice a year, on Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur.”

’Do you have no club? No cultural institution?”’
’Regrettably, no.”

"’Is there no working-class here? | mean, Jewish
craftsmen?’’
“There are some, but very few."”

’And where do they meet?"”’

“There are two Jewish hotels — or, as we call
them, boarding-houses — and there they come to
eat or to play cards . . . and to bet on the races."”

“As | see it then, Mr. Malinski, | have been mis
led, fooled. | met an Australian Jew in London who
told me that there are more than 10,000 Jewish
families here and more than 8,000 Jewish families in
Sydney, and that should | perform in Yiddish theatre
in Australia | would make a fortune in a very short
time. And as | have always been a pioneer
throughout the world to open a way for Yiddish
theatre, | did as he suggested. And now | seem to
have fallen in quite badly. | have travelled 12,000
miles, lost so much money, so much time, left a wife
at home. Think of my disgrace in the theatre world;
I'll be the laughing-stock of them all that | should
have made so bad a mistake."”

| sat for a few minutes in bewilderment and said
nothing.

| am sorry, Mr. Weisberg, that | have caused
you so much distress,’’ said Mr. Malinski. ““You ask-
ed me, and | had to tell you the truth.”

“’Oh, no Mr. Malinski. You have caused me no
distress. | am a different sort of man than you think.
| shall see for myself what | must do; | shall yet make
Jews out of gentiles. | shall yet stage Yiddish theatre
for them. And now, Mr. Malinski, you told me that
there are two boarding-houses where young men,
workmen, come together. Could you please show
me where they are? | wish to visit them."

Following the directions of Mr. Malinski, who
himself declined to accompany Weisberg because of
the ““bad repute” attached to the boarding-houses,
Weisberg walked along Cardigan Street in Carlton
where he met a man whom he “‘recognised immediately
to be a child of Israel.”’

This fellow-Jew took him to the boarding-house
where Weisberg introduced himself as a tobacconist
from London. But the ploy failed. As he writes further:

In the dining-room stood a long table surround-
ed with chairs. At about six o’clock came the diners,
all young men with different occupations — tailors,
shoe-makers, carpenters, tobacconists. As the
guest, | was placed at the head of the table. The
landlord, Abraham Berman, introduced me to the
others and told them | was a tobacconist. At the
table, the men spoke with enthusiasm mainly about
the races, for the following day was to be the ““hag
ha’susim”, the Melbourne Cup. The young man
who sat on my right also came from London. His
name was Reinholz . . .

As we spoke, several other Jews approached to
play cqrds. One Jew entered whom | immediately
recpgnlsed as Mr. Lubransky. | pretended not to
notice him, but he asked, “And who is this young

man?’’

“A tobacconist from London,” the others
answered.

He moved nearer the table and studied me
closely.

“No,” he said finally. “‘This is no tobacconist.
And | know I'M not mistaken. Hyman!’’, he then
shouted into the adjoining room. “Hyman, come
gg:je?!”Look at him closely. Don’t you recognise this

ird?

"On my life,” cried Hyman, “it's Mr.
Weisberg! Children, this is a Yiddish actor. | know
him from the Princess Street Theatre, from Adler’s
Company.”

The words ““Yiddish actor’”’ enthralled everyone.
They all stood up and surrounded me and plied me
with a hundred questions and the word spread like
wildfire throughout Carlton, the Jewish area, that a
Yiddish theatre troupe had come to Australia. In the
next half-hour, the room became crowded with
Jewish men and women trying to catch a glimpse of
me . . . There also came people who knew me well.
Foremost among them was Abraham Stone who
had been my prompter in Capetown, and also a cer-
tain Tshan from the ““Amateurs’ Club’’ in Johan- -
nesburg.

It suddenly became lively in the town. That
same evening, a provisional committee was found-
ed. We immediately sat down to important work
and, as the next day, Tuesday the 3rd of November,
was the sacred holiday ‘“hag ha’susim’’, everyone
had time to work out a plan. We sat together until
twoa.m.

The following day, the provisional committee call-
ed a meeting of respected citizens. At that meeting,
Weisberg proposed that, as he neither had a troupe
with him nor was he familiar with the local Jewish
public, a public reading should be arranged for the
following Sunday evening and that news of this should
be circulated among the Jews of Melbourne.

This was duly done. To his surprise, the hall was
packed. He was received, as he writes, “‘with a hearty
welcome and stormy applause.”’

| took my place upon the stage — he writes — and
carefully studied the faces so that | should have an idea
what to read to them — a melodrama or a scene from
life. | spoke to them briefly and decided upon *‘Gabriel”
(better known as ‘‘Hinke-Pinke’’). | tried my best not
merely to read, but | performed the first act with all its
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different characters and sang the songs myself because
| wanted to take the public by storm and win their sup-
port. After the first act, their enthusiasm was over-
whelming.

Weisberg had intended to read two pieces but the
chairman of the committee stopped him as he wanted
to get down to more serious matters. That same even-
ing, a club — the Lyric Club — was founded which
enrolled several hundred members, and 50 pounds was
collected on the spot. To Weisberg’s appeal that
suitable ladies and gentlemen of talent present
themselves before him for a future production of the
complete play ““Gabriel”’, there immediately registered
many young men and women.

Within a few days — Weisberg continues — |
succeeded in assembling the necessary ensemble
which prepared itself for the play ‘‘Gabriel’’. Also a
large choir of ten ladies and ten gentlemen did |
gather together, all of them with fine voices and
some musical ability. The trouble was that none of
the ladies knew a single word of Yiddish, neither to
speak, to read or to write. They had to write out their
parts with English letters. | was more fortunate with
the men. Nearly all of them could read and write Yid-
dish. However, | could not find a single primadonna
in Melbourne and one had to be imported from
Sydney, a certain Miss Dina Opitz. In the meantime,
| organised a choir of 20 Jewish schoolgirls and
taught them choruses from Goldfaden’s ““Shulamis’’
and from ““Bar Kochba'’ as well as solo roles and
Yiddish recitations. The opening night attracted an
enormous crowd. Fathers, mothers were delighted
to see their children singing Yiddish songs or reciting
in Yiddish. The atmosphere was most homely and
truly Jewish.

After several weeks of effort, Weisberg announc-
ed that on the 11th of January 1909, there would be
staged in the Temperance Hall, the first historical Yid-
dish performance of the operetta ‘‘Gabriel’”” by Joseph
Lateiner.

The operetta “"Gabriel” — Weisberg writes —
was performed with radiance and splendour. The
event was highly successful and even today people
are still talking about that first performance. After
the first act, the public pleaded that the play be stag-
ed again, and, indeed, four days later, this was done
with even greater success, both moral and financial.

The ““Jewish Herald’’ of January 22nd 1909 wrote
of the performance as follows:

(““Gabriel”’) is described as an operetta but is in
reality of an unclassifiable nondescript character,
partaking of tragedy, comedy, farce, vaudeville, and
a number of other things too numerous to mention
.. . Mr. Weisberg showed himself to be a comedian
of no mean accomplishments and his sallies were
greeted with roars of laughter and volleys of ap-
plause . . . Considering that Mr. Weisberg had only
about six weeks in which to train his company, none
of whom, with the exception of Miss Dina Opitz and
Mr. Hyman Reynolds (?Chaim Reinholz anglicized —
S.L.), had had any previous experience of the stage
— many of them knowing little or no Yiddish — it
speaks volumes for his industry and ability that he
succeeded in giving what was on the whole a really
interesting and entertaining performance.

What was not known to the audience or to the

critic of the “"Jewish Herald”” was the little drama that,
despite the success of the programme, was being
played out behind the scenes.

As Weisberg writes in the climactic finale of his
memoir: The actors called a strike. They refused to
go on stage until they were paid. The leader of the
strike was Hyman Reynolds who played the lead role
and demanded five pounds. He was paid the money
before the performance. The others were finally
placated with the promise by the committee that
they would be paid at the Club on the following
evening. This weighed heavily on my heart. |
couldn’t bear it. | instructed the committee to divide
the earnings amongst all the amateurs and refused
to take a single penny of that money for myself. |
went home, packed my things and prepared myself

for my journey back to England. | had had enough.
Finished.

Thus — he concludes — ended the first attempt
at Yiddish theatre in Australia.

In actual fact, Samuel Weisberg was incorrect on
two counts. First, as already seen, .his was not the first
attempt at Yiddish theatre in Australia. Chaim Reinholz
had preceded him by four years. More important still,
however, was the fact that Weisberg remained in
Melbourne and indeed took part both in the staging of
several more plays and in bringing out other members
of his family who were professional artists.

The success of this first Yiddish production in
Melbourne made possible the creation of an amateur
group under Weisberg’s guidance. Not only that. It is
worth noting that the first Yiddish cultural institution in
Australia, the “Kadimah’’, was founded in 1911 and
one may well suggest that the Yiddish theatre may have
stimulated Yiddish cultural activity in Melbourne and
possibly in all Australia. (Also worth noting is the total
opposition of the local rabbis who issued a call — an
unheeded call — for a boycott of the Yiddish theatre. If
one may draw parallels with the American experience
of the late 1890’s, it would appear that their opposition
stemmed from their attitude to theatre as a shameful
trifling and also, being at that time of a more Anglicised
nature, they may well have felt embarrassed before
their gentile neighbours by the overt display of an
essentially alien culture.)

The work around Yiddish theatre assumed con-
crete forms. The second production which Weisberg
staged was Jacques Halevy's grand opera La Juive”
(“The Jewess’’) also in 1909, which was performed
three times. Considering the small Jewish pogulatnon of
Melbourne at that time, this was no mean achievement,
Critical reviews of this production in the Australian
press were warm. Even ”Truth”_ newspaper, a widely-
circulated paper which was a mixture of cheap sensa-
tionalism, bawdy stories and anti-Semitism, praised the
production, but did add the rider that the piece was per-
formed in a “bastard” language. When Weisberg
complained to the editor over this insult to Yiddish, the
editor, far from retracting, replied that, to his way of
thinking, English, too, was, no less than Yiddish, a
bastard language.

(To be concluded in the next issue of the ‘’“Melbourne Chronicle’’).

1. Samuel Weisberg: Reminiscences of Early Yiddish Theatrical Per-
formances in Yiddish in Australia (Published in the original Yiddish in
the First Australian-Jewish Almanac — Melbourne 1937).
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BOOK REVIEW

' COME SPRING by Maria Lewitt (Scribe 1980)*

Serge Liberman

War naturally brings out the basest that is in
human beings. Not only among the conquering
assailants — in them, a reality beyond dispute — but
also among the victims. Hunger, deprivation, separa-
tion, fear and the impulse to survive another day, and
then yet another, breed treachery, greed and brutality
in which the value of a human life falls beneath that of a
handful of paper notes, a loaf of bread, a kilogram of
sugar, a bottle of vodka. To those who have endured
wartime conditions and have survived, this is scarcely a
revelation. Nor are those sparks of human decency that
bring at least a little light to the more encompassing
bleakness imposed by war. Here, fellow-feeling, mutual
support and the readiness to take personal risks for
another redeem the worth of a life to square up,
however imperfectly, the balance sheet between infer-
nal evil and saintly good.

It is understandably easy for one who has lost so
much of family, of friends, and of youth to the war to
be cynical and to minimalise the goodness of men in
times of extremity. But the truth is that many Jews do
owe their lives to just such goodness, decency and con-
cern displayed towards them, both by fellow-Jews and
by gentiles, the latter, through their deeds, earning for
themselves the honoured title of “‘righteous among the
nations’’.

These reflections, scarcely new but nonetheless
worth reviewing, are evoked by a reading of Maria
Lewitt’s (forthcoming) autobiographical novel ““Come
Spring”.

The book tells of a Jewish family surviving on the
very outskirts of Warsaw during the war years when the
ghetto within the city itself was becoming progressively
rendered ““Judenrein’’ through almost daily executions
and deportations. What saved the family from a similar
fate was a combination of good fortune, courage and
enterprise and the existence around it of a number of
righteous gentiles. The good fortune consisted in the
physical appearance of the authoress (at the outset a
girl of fifteen) and her mother, the latter a Russian
woman converted to Judaism upon marriage to her
Jewish husband. This enabled mother and daughter
and the mother’s gentile sister to move freely, though
however warily, among the civilian population, they
while hiding and providing for the conspicuously
Jewish members of the family on the father’s side. (The
authoress’ father had been murdered in the very early
stages of the war). Courage — or was it sheer quick-
thinking audacity? — particularly on her mother’s part
came into play on repeated occasions when the family
was threatened with exposure, while enterprise
reflected itself in the many day-by-day improvisations
made to conceal from local Poles, underground fighters
and German soldiers the signs of the existence of two
families living in one house — among them three males
— when all outward appearance conveyed the
presence of four females only (the authoress’ sister be-

*Under the title ““Years Without Spring”, this book received the 1978
Alan Marshall Award.

ing the fourth). And lastly, there were those already
mentioned who from whatever motivation — love of
God or love of man — followed the dictates of con-
science and chose the far more difficult and dangerous
path of secrecy and integrity to the simpler
immediately-rewarded one of betrayal.

Maria Lewitt’s story is well-told. At all times lucid
and fluent, the language is precise, crisp and often
poetic without being forced. The characters emerge
clearly and remain consistent to their nature. Person,
incident, surroundings and thoughts blend harmonious-
ly. To the writer's credit, there is also no appeal to
maudlin pity or to cheap recrimination, no effusive ex-
cesses of emotion nor any hyperbole of description to
distort the admirable balance she has achieved in her
account. In an almost understated way, she has
managed to create tension and has let incident tell of
the courage, fear, resilience, suicidal despair,
treachery, meanness and compassion that existed
around her. The reader is repeatedly reminded of the
deportations, the killings and the concentration camps.
The wider magnitude of the suffering caused by the war
is ever alluded to, but it is not a book of horror and
agony. And perhaps this is just as well, if not inevitable.
Horror and agony are best handled by those who had,
as it were, “‘been in Treblinka”, that is, by those who
have survived the camps where horror and agony were
most sharply honed. To one, a teenager at the time, in
virtual hiding, relying for information largely on
newscasts, underground publications and the reports of
witnesses, the wholesale enormity of what was taking
place could scarcely be fully known or believed or com-
prehended. By adhering to that which was immediate
and close at hand unembellished by the later acquisition
of fuller and more grotesque knowledge, Maria Lewitt is
throughout her work scrupulously honest.

A lucid portrayal of life — and survival — on the
“Aryan side”’, the book is a worthy addition to its
genre.
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THE REUNION

a story
llana Nayman

“Taxi!” The old man scuttled animatedly up to the
circling taxi from the shadows of the dingy little three-
star hotel off the main square of Jerusalem, waving
furiously. “I’'m here, can’t you see?’’ His hat slid across
his forehead due to his frenzied gestures, and the white
wind-breaker, neatly folded over his left arm, slithered
to the ground.

“Oy, it will get dirt on it,”” he muttered, bending to
retrieve it. At the same time his hat hiked down his
forehead, obliterating his face momentarily. Fumbling
with the hat, he jerked into an upright position and gaz-
ed in the direction of the still circling taxi.

The old man stood in front of the hotel, a pile of
crumpled jacket and hat at his feet, an expression of
complete bewilderment on his face. From the jacket to
the hat to the taxi his gaze shifted, and he seemed at a
loss as to what to do first. With a flurry of movement,
he began waving wildly at the cab whilst bending to
gather his paraphernalia.

The cabbie caught sight of the moving shadows
and pulled up at the curb just as the old man had
reorganised himself, and was dabbing his face with a
crumpled handkerchief, heaving a little from the exer-
tion. His pill bottles rattled in his travel bag.

With as little exertion as possible, the old man
directed his baggage into the taxi with the cabbie’s
compliance.

Leaving the smelly little hotel behind, the
passenger reclined gratefully in his seat, then respond-
ed to the cabbie’s quizzical look with: ““Givah Tsor-
fatit.”

Smiling, the cabbie headed in the appropriate
direction saying ‘‘Be seder, Adoni.”’

The old man smiled: ““beseder’”’. He liked that
Hebrew word: everything’s in order; no worries; it's all
being attended to. The mere sound of the word
generated a relaxed feeling. He could sit back, the cab-
bie could do the worrying for a while.

“"Hakol beseder, huh?”’ The old man patted the
cabbie’s arm absent-mindedly, continuing to mutter,
ze tov, atah tov, huh?”’

This just about exhausted his Hebrew vocabulary,
but nonetheless he was very pleased to flaunt his
knowledge. He was a tourist in Israel, and no ‘‘greener”’
at that: his meagre crop of Hebrew words gave him a
sense of fitting into the atmosphere easily, nobody
would think he was a tourist.

““But you can tell those Americans,’’ he thought to
himself.

“Oy, Gott, those terrible checker patterns they
wear for trousers!”’ In his business he had never ever
bought such screaming materials. Thinking of his
business which he had built up in South Africa on his
arrival from Russia, so many years ago he shook his
head at the memory of the greenhorn he was.

“Then | was a greener.” But not for long. After
picking apart countless discarded and worn out
trousers, he had determinedly set out to make his very
own first pattern, and pair of trousers. That is how he
had built up his know-how. His business flourished. He

* rightly rethought the situation after being driven

fingered the trousers he was wearing, fine material, fine
workmanship.

He had been head of a big business. He'd learned
the Bantu tongue of his employees and had learned to
banter with them in Bantu, and make them his friends
as well as productive workers.

But he was nothing now, certainly not the boss he
had once been. After his wife, Era died, in a fit of
depression he had sold everything: the business, the
house in which all the children and grandchildren used
to gather, his piano. He had no identity, no home, and
little money.

His eyes regained focus on his surroundings just as
the last view of the hotel was disappearing.

What a lousy hotel it had been! In South Africa a
three-star hotel is something! This one wouldn’t even
rate with a one-star there! The beds are too terrible, and
that sour smell that haunts you wherever you go. And
the patrons! He blew out his cheeks on recalling the Mr.,
Heifenbaum who had accosted him at every meal, and
insisted on recounting his life story — not once, but
many times.

What he and his granddaughter were subjected to:
""Mr. Borochowitz, have you ever been to America?
Have you been to America? You haven't been to
America? It's vonderful.

"My son lives there. He's a doctor. He specialised
in London.

“"Have you ever been to London? You haven’t been
to London?

“Ach, it's not so vonderful anyway. My son, the
doctor, specialised there.

“"He learned about how to do anaesthetics for
operations.

""Have you ever had a long operation?

“Whew! | have, let me tell you my life story .
And on and on he talked. Naturally he had a daughhter
too — who was married to a dentist. Wouldn't yoy
know, a dentist!

The old man began chuckling as he recalled how
his patient listening paid dividends. When finally asked
what his son did, Mr. Heifenbaum looked quite
crestfallen at the response.

““Have you ever been to Australia Mister Heifen-
baum? No, if you had have you would know of my
famous son, a professor of surgery there."”

You could have knocked him over with a feather
The old man laughed: he hasn't got a-son-the.
professor. It's like inflation: it's professors that are
worth something today, not doctors.

““How glad | am that I'm not taking Jackie
terrible hotel,”” he thought, returning to the unpleasant
memory of it. At first he had booked in his son Jackie
and Jackie’s wife there, to save a little money, but haq

out of

long

to that

it by the smell.

Jackie and Dina were coming to visit their
daughter who was living in Israel. His visit to |srag) had
been doctored to coincide with theirs, and so the five of
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them would have a little reunion.

He was on his way to pick up his granddaughter,
Ziva, who was living in the student dormitories on
Givah Tsorfatit. It was approaching 3.30 a.m. which still
gave them ample time to make it from Jerusalem to
Ben Gurion airport to meet the aeroplane.

“’Nu, Jackie needs to save money? He can stay at
the Hilton after all.” The old man had thought it might
be nice for them to stay in a three-star hotel and not
waste money on five-star schmaltz, but he was the one
short of money, not Jackie.

He'd never had to count his pennies before. When
Jackie was a little boy, after the hard times, of course,
nothing was ever too much money: Jewish welfare,
JNF, schools for the children, books, clothes . . . but
now he was an old man without a business. But a book-
ing at the Hilton was a much better idea. He grinned at
the cabbie, ‘’Hakol beseder, huh?”’

The cabbie replied with a good-natured grunt. He
had very Israeli features: an olive skin, a head of dark,
curly sabra-dich hair, a good-natured grin and a sixth
finger attached to his right hand, he smoked inces-
santly.

“All these young Israelis smoke too much,”
thought the old man. I wish | could tell him in his own
language.”

Givah Tsorfatit came into view. It was built in the
new part of Jerusalem, adjacent to the Mount Scopus
University campus. The apartment blocks were clean
and new looking, not like the blocks standing on the
border between the new and old areas of Jerusalem.
These old apartment blocks still bore the wounds of the
1967 fighting. Gun shots had scalloped out bits of ce-
ment and stone and could still be seen, in areas like
Shmuel Ha'nari.

Coming to a standstill in the taxi the cabbie tried to
comprehend the explanation the old man was giving.
He understood the English word ““granddaughter’’, but
not much else. He was moved by the old man’s extraor-
dinary effort to communicate intelligibly with him. He
used not only his voice, but his arms and eyes and his
whole personality for communicating.

| go, you wait, beseder?”’

With that, the old man climbed out of the taxi, and
peered up at the ninth floor.

Oy, Gott, if that lift is still broken like the last time,
I’d better take a vitamin pill.”" In the darkness he had
trouble seeing his way and tried to improve his vision by
squinting. At the same moment he tripped over a step
he had not seen, and completely lost his balance. He
saw instantly he was going to fall, but before he had
time to worry about protecting his face, he automatical-
ly raised his left arm, on which he had so neatly folded
his white wind-cheater for the duration of the journey.
Fearful of getting his wind-cheater dirty, his left arm
abandoned him to fall flat on his face.

For a moment he lay still. He felt the warm sensa-
tion of blood, and an overwhelming flood of
helplessness began drowning him. Why didn’t the cab-
bie come out to help? A tear mixed with the warmness
of blood, and the desire to sob was checked. With a
tremendous heave, he managed to climb out of his pro-
strate position. Feeling unsteady on his feet, he turned
a full circle before gaining his bearings. Uncertainly he
moved in the direction of the taxi, foregoing the effort
of negotiating nine flights of stairs in the darkness. Fid-

dling ineffectively with the cab door, he was unable to
open it.

The cabbie couldn’t understand why the old man
was trying to get in on the driver's side. He wound
down the window and spoke in Hebrew. The old man
wrinkled his brow at the sound of the foreign language,
then finally appraised the situation. In his confused
state he had momentarily forgotten that Israelis drive on
the passenger side; he was trying to get into the car
from the South African side.

By this time the cabbie was peering in con-
sternation at the blood. He rushed to open the door and
reach for a weapon, as he feared the old man had been
attacked. From the old man’s explanation, he
understood that he had only taken a fall.

With great compassion he led the woebegone man
to the other side of the car, speaking all the time in
Hebrew, asking how he felt.

The old man understood nothing, only that his face
was sore, and that he was helpless and humiliated and
lonely. He felt so lonely. If only Era had been there, she
would be patting his hand and lamenting in Yiddish,
and he wouldn’t be feeling so forsaken. But her death
had left him at the mercy of the strangeness and caver-
nousness of the rest of the world.

In the meantime his granddaughter had heard the
taxi pull up, and after waiting for the lift that never
came, braved the stairs. She was quite excited to be
going out to meet her parents after all the time that had
lapsed since she had last seen them.

It had never been difficult adjusting; student life
was so easy and friendly and exciting. New students
came every year from South America, England, France,
Scotland, Ireland, Germany, Holland, South Africa and
even Japan. Nearly every student had a different
translation of the Bible in their Jewish History class,
and they nearly all picked up bits of each other's
language.

She herself lived in a flat with another Australian
girl, a Canadian girl, three South American girls and a
French girl. At first it had been impossible to follow the
housework roster put up by the Spanish speaking girls,
but as her Hebrew improved, so she could ask them
what it all meant, picking up snippets of Spanish in the
meantime. But there was the Spanish spoken by the
Argentinians and the Spanish spoken by the Peruvians
and different sounds again came from the Chileans.

It was with a start that she saw her grandfather
wiping blood from his face in the taxi.

“Zeida! What's happened?’’ He only mumbled
something about his hat. She looked to the cabbie for
elucidation.

“He fell,” he explained in Hebrew. ““Are you the
one he came to collect?”’ he continued. She nodded,
patting her Zeida's arm and biting her lip: she had no
band-aids or any disinfectant in the flat.

The cabbie had been rummaging around in the
boot, and came up to Ziva and her grandfather bearing
a first-aid kit. Relieved, Ziva told her grandfather he'd
be fixed up. He insisted on muttering about his hat, and
Ziva went out into the darkness, and found it lying on
the ground, the white jacket beneath it.

Returning them to her Zeida, she noted the
tenderness with which the cabbie was touching a cot-
ton wad to his nose and chin.

“To save my jacket, which falls on the ground
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anyway, my face is a mess,”’ he moaned to Ziva, as he
smoothed the creases from the white cloth.
He winced as the cabbie finished the dressing,
placing two band-aids on his nose and two on his chin.
“Ziva, Ziva,” her Zeida said urgently as he
remembered something.

“l won't stop bleeding because one of the pills |
have to take is an anti-coagulent, oy, the blood . . .
maybe the driver has a coagulent tablet, ask him, ask
him.”” The driver hadn’t, which was fortunate, as ran-
dom pill-popping didn’t strike Ziva as being clever.

Light began thinning the darkness, and with a jolt,
Zeida looked at his watch and pushed the cabbie away.

“We must go, we'll miss the ‘plane.”’

Ziva sighed unhappily and climbed into the back
seat. Gratefully she thanked the driver for his care who
replied reassuringly that her Zeida would be fine, and
not to worry.

All in their places, they set off, slowly. Ziva sat in
the back, but leant forward, holding onto Zeida’s arm.
He continued patting his nose and chin, with a much
bloodied handkerchief, fearful that he was going to lose
all his blood. He began a very detailed description to
Ziva about his fall, then fell silent.

The old man began crying silently again, leaning
forward in a hunched shape, dabbing at his eyes. The
driver looked at him with concern then asked Ziva if he
was in pain. Ziva translated the question to her Zeida,
who shook his head. It wasn’t pain causing the tears to
flow, but an overwhelming feeling of sorrow.

“Who really gives a damn for this old man?’’ he
kept thinking. “I feel so lonely that | must suffer even
these little episodes by myself. An old man with an old
wife is still a person. But an old man with only
memories of a dead wife is a lonely animal, crying out
for his memories of past warmth and companionship.”’

His tears came a little faster. The cabbie shook his
head and sighed, saying to Ziva: ‘‘I’'m so sorry. It's such
ashame. He was so full of eagerness before, so excited
and bubbling, so nice.”” After a while he added: “‘Ani
boche she ze lo kara li bimkomo."”

The literal translation of the Hebrew moved Ziva. It
wasn't just: ‘I regret that it didn’t happen to me instead
of him”, but it meant something more compassionate
and human: "'l weep that it happend to him and not to
me instead.”’

She told this to her grandfather who smiled at the
cabbie through his receding tears and gripped him firm-
ly on the hand, one human touch to another.

“You're a good boy: Atah tov me’od."”’

Their journey continued, the city of Jerusalem fall-
ing away, giving rise to desert on the right. The
highway wound through the hills, looking so soft and
still and quiet in the half-light of falling day. The old
man’s sadness seemed to escape into the Judean Hills,
and his mood lifted.

He reiterated the story of his fall a second time to
his granddaughter, this time embellishing it with
dramatic details. His sense of humor returned and he
began prodding the cabbie for details of the land they
were passing through.

Along the way, the driver pointed to the Monastery
of silence standing as still and as steadfast as the hills,
part of them.

“There you cannot speak,”” he told Ziva.

"“A visitor must not utter a word,” Zeida replied
with a twinkle back in his eye.

““Certainly no place to puta Jew.”’
3 Their conversation seemed to flow easily, although
Ziva needed to translate most of it for her Zeida.

At the airport, the old man insisted the driver join
them for coffee.

"A doctor like you needs energy for his next pa-
tients."”’

This acted as a reminder to the driver to redress the
old man’s wounds. The bleeding had stopped, but the
band-aids were sodden. Those the cabbie removed, fell
onto the ground in an unsightly mess, alongsided with
the wrappers of the fresh ones, and the little bottles of
ointment.

“An onlooker might think someone got killed
here,”” he remarked good-humoredly to Ziva.

In the waiting lounge, the three of them sipped
coffee. After unloading their bags, the old man had put
his arm around the cabbie’s shoulders and suggested,
with Ziva's translation, that he wait with them, then
take the whole family back to Jerusalem. So, back in
went the bags, and the three of them traipsed into the
lounge, the cabbie temporarily becoming part of the
“mishpawcheh”. Together they sat.

You smoke too much,”” Zeida said to the cabbie.

""Zelo tov.” ’

"I smoked for forty years, lo tov!” he shook his
head, patting his chest.

"Ziva, how you say ‘cigarettes’ in Hebrew?

And how you say, ‘too much’?”’

With the eagerness of a child, the old man turned
to the cabbie, fired with new means of communication.
He liked the boy, and appreciated his compassion very
much. He wasn’t very talkative, but he exuded such
human feeling.

*Cigariyoth,’’ said the old man.

"The Israelis: Yoter midai. Too much.”’

The cabbie only shrugged with a smile.

“In my work it’s impossible not to smoke. Long
hours, boredom. They keep you awake, pass the time.
You have to do that in the army a lot, too. Yoy learn
that you have to smoke.” Looking at his watch, he con-
tinued: "I began work yesterday at 3.00 p.m. and have
worked non-stop until now.” The time wag ap-
proaching 5.00 a.m.

“What's your name?” the cabbie asked Ziva,
withdrawing another cigarette. ’And yours?”’ he asked
the old man, after repeating Ziva's name.

““Shlomo,”’ he replied, giving his Hebrew name.
Era used to call him Solly.

“I'm Doodoo.”

They all nodded at each other happily.

“My name,” said the old man “is from, Kin
Shlomo: Solomon the King. It's good that an old man
has a king’s name."”’

“Me too!"’ grinned Doodoo.

“Doodoo, from David: King David.””

“And David doctored Solomon!" pronounced the
old man triumphantly.

““No Zeida!"" giggled Ziva.

“That was Saul. King David played the harp for

14 Melbourne Chronicle

° June-July 1980



Saul. Solomon came later.”” They all shared in the mir-
th, the old man pleased that he had caused the humor.
Once in the limelight, he always sparkled. He became
gregarious and charming. His smile lit up his face, giv-
ing him the appearance of being happy and relaxed. He
told a Yiddish joke he remembered, which neither
Doodoo or Ziva understood very well, neither having
much Yiddish. Zeida was disgusted with their ignorance
of Yiddish and made a painstaking effort to explain
anything. Whether the joke was funny or not, Ziva and
Doodoo couldn’t help laughing at the old man’s expres-
sions and gestures.

Ziva went to check the flight details. On her way
back she felt disappointed to learn that the flight was to
be delayed two hours. But as she watched Zeida’s pale
complexion, thinned hair, short stature (although his
hat always added a few indignant inches), trying
everything to communicate with Doodoo: a tall, dark
Israeli, no common language between them, she felt
that the three of them could spend a very happy two
hours together.

Doodoo immediately suggested he take them out
to breakfast.

“| know this place in Tel Aviv where they serve
Borkess: Achi tovim b’aretz — the best cheese buns in
the country!” He whipped them into the cab (metre
turned off) explaining that this place was open all night,
and all the cabbies went. Only the cabbies were
privileged to know about it.

It was a tiny little bakery. Doodoo walked in, call-
ing out for the owner.

“|tshick! Bo hena.’’ A voice hailed from the back.

Go away Doodoo, I'm cooking,”" Ziva translated
for her grandfather.

Doodoo went round the back, shaking his fist. The
two of them appeared, Doodoo, his arm around Itshick,
the fat little cook and proprietor.

The borkess were hot and the smell filling the little
place was as satisfying as the taste.

On leaving, Ziva was amazed to hear Zeida ex-
change a few words in Portuguese with Itshick.

““How do you know Portuguese, Zeida?'’ she asked
in amazement.

“Ach, you pick some up here and there."”’

Doodoo was also impressed.

| didn’t know Itshick was from Brazil,”” he remark-
ed to llana.

“He's been here thirty-five years, no wonder you
can't tell,” the old man said playfully to Doodoo.

“Years you know him. Me, | speak with him five
minutes, and know more about his life.”’

On the way back to the airport, Doodoo told Ziva
what a tremendous character her grandfather was.

“You're lucky to have him,” he said.

Ziva thought about all those years she hadn't ever
really known him, having grown up in a country so far
away from South Africa. But his visit to Israel had given
her time to get to know him a little. She was moved by
his sadness at the recent loss of her granny, and recur-
rent depression, but du_rlng the times he brightened up,
one was amazed at his talent fpr languages and for
communicating with strangers, his sense of humor and
his appreciation of small things.

“Those toilets are fantastic!”” Zeida had said, back
at the airport. *’For a little country like this, to have such

good toilets! In South Africa, the airport is so big. They
don’t attend to the toilets. But here, there’s a little shelf
for your bag, and a hook to hang your coat and hat, and
there’s real soap there, not that stuff you have to squirt.
And there are clean tiles everywhere . . ."”’

It was also with tremendous surprise she
discovered a number of his personality idiosyncrasies
were hers. It gave her a strong feeling of her origin to
find that her personality resembled that of her grand-
father’s, her grandfather having been an unknown enti-
ty to her for so long.

* * *

The ’‘plane landed, the reunion was happy.
Doodoo offered to take them all sight-seeing around
Jerusalem anytime at all. He didn’t charge for the trip
home.

Ziva's grandfather died a year later, but only after
having rediscovered some happiness for himself
beforehand. He remarried, a woman who had been
widowed fifteen years before, and spent the last nine
months of his life with a companionship that chased of
his depression, and caused him to blossom. He had
been a 76 year old man in bloom.

He travelled with his new wife, visiting Ziva’s fami-
ly in Australia, travelling to Israel a last time. But he just
wound down and down until he died in his sleep by sur-
prise one night.

The biggest tragedy that struck Ziva on hearing
about his death, was that he had taken to his grave
without imparting to anyone and especially not to her
his vast knowledge of languages accumulated through
a lifetime. Born in Russia, Russian was a language he
had spoken fluently, up to the day he died, never losing
the fluency although he had left Russia as a very young
man.

Zeida had also picked up a number of native
dialects in South Africa, not to mention his English and
of course Yiddish which he spoke to his wife all of their
married life. Where he had picked up Portuguese Ziva
didn't know, and she was sure that there had been
more, so much more. . .

A note of interest to readers

If you have written and published in English, you may fall within
the limited categories of the bibliography Ethnic Writings in English
in Australia, published by the Adelaide A.L.S. Working Papers,
Australian Literary Studies, English Department, University of
Adelaide, of which a 3rd edition is now in preparation.

This bibliography lists writers who are of non-Anglo backgrounds
and write English as a second language in Australia. Translated work
can only be listed if it was translated by the author or largely so.

Published writings listed are autobiography, drama, novel, short
story and collected poetry. Performance is regarded as publication in
the case of drama.

Publication details required are as follows: title, publisher or journal
(with volume and number), place of publication, date of publication.

Biographical details are also listed with full name, country and date
of birth, date of arrival in Australia, education and career. Also sought is
information on other literary activities and of awards.

The bibliography reaches major libraries, Australian Literature
courses in universities and schools, educational planning institutions
and interested individuals.

If your work falls within the categories listed above, send the re-

quested information to the English Department, University of Adelaide,
South Australia.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir,

My attention has been drawn to your esteemed
journal published by the Kadimah in Melbourne and
lately to some book reviews. Among them is the one of
Benzion Patkin’s ““The Dunera Refugees’’. (Melbourne
Chronicle No.9 (20) December 1979).

This is the second book by Mr. Patkin following the
previous one in which he apparently succeeded in ’put-
ting over’” Australian Jews that he had been the
founder of the Jewish Day School in Melbourne. Ap-
parently, he has had no competitor in collecting and
writing the actual reports and historical facts. Un-
criticised, he dared, in his “Heritage and Tradition”’, to
write, despite Mr. Oderberg’s acknowledgement of my
pioneering work in establishing the first modern Jewish
Day School in Sydney (the North Bondi Jewish Day
School), that ““a sub-primary and primary school for
many years, (it) later closed down’’. This slyly infused
footnote is a typical figment of Mr. Patkin’s mind, as
everyone interested in the facts knows that my school
developed continually and is today known as ‘“Meriah
College” in Sydney.

However, my purpose in this brief note is to shatter
the impression in his second publication that he was, as
it were, ““the champion of the refugees’’. This is an ab-
solute fraud and falsification of historical facts aimed at
taking credit for things in which he had no share
whatever. Mr. Warren Usden in the ‘’Jerusalem Past”’
of December 21st, 1979, has written a devastating
review of the book, pointing to the contradiction and
depicting it as an altogether disappointing *‘chronicle’’.
In this connection, | published in the ““Jerusalem Post’’
the following: | was the first professing Jew to be
released “'on parole” to take up a position at the Central

Synagogue in Sydney. The day after my release, |
made it my most urgent business to solicit the aid of the
various Jewish authorities and, above all, the help of
Bishop Pilcher of Sydney, who had expressed a pro-
found desire to solve our problems. As a result of those
efforts and my subsequent visit to my fellow internees
in Tatura, they were classified, at my suggestion, into
four categories, a listing of which we forwarded to the
Australian Government. The lists included those
desirous of returning to the United Kingdom, those
desirous of helping the Australian war effort (later call-
ed “Labour Corps’), and those desirous of migrating to-
Palestine or to North America. Although | was per-
sonally in possession of a non-quota certificate for Eretz
Israel, the authorities did allow me to leave Australia.
This prompted me, after having secured promises for
the first three groups, to press the Zionist Federation
to help obtain certificates for the remaining group,
albeit a smaller fraction of less than 100. It was at this
much later stage that Mr. Patkin, as an official of the
Zionist office, made his efforts. Needless to add, Mr.
Patkin’s attempts to slander me by asserting that ‘’Rab-
bi Blumenthal misled the Jewish community and the in-
ternees by stating that no help would be forthcoming"’,
is belied by all facts.

Only people not conversant with the facts will buy
Mr. Patkin’s attempted self-glorification about his true
share at the end, whilst he had done nothing whatever
regarding the release and fate of the great majority of
the former Dunera internees.

. Yours sincerely,
Rabbi Dr. H. E. Blumenthal

Jerusalem

“A Snake came to my
water-trough”

(D. H. Lawrence)

Anne Parratt

Long damp grass observes the subtle timber
lengthened strips of shadow
entangled bars of light
we are the zebra at the waterhole
our coats are striped.

Unpacked dead not yet firewood
and locked gate forever closed
all good to be behind
or else to be hyenas snuffling
at the base of the rondaval.

Soft sh_apeless night
screening
the tawny surfaces
Cainis prowling in the jungle
to feed upon his neighbour's wife.

In communication

the smell of blood from the fresh kill
is the signal

each predator not brave enough

to do the deed himself

plunders another shadow

while nipping the heel of hell.

Altitude

Anne Parratt

In the plumes of the pampas grass
roots are invisible
and the waste
which nurtured her unseen,
unseeing save through
her elevated eyes

but |
headless on the low ground
coiling comfortably
shifting stomach sunken into
the prickles and slow-breathing
watch
the moving of the mulch heap
feathering the sky.
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