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Editorial

ON HISTORY AND
ARCHIVES

Serge Liberman

The subject broached in the editorial article in the
preceding issue of this journal, ‘’Recording the Past for
the Future”, lends itself to further elaboration. What
will here be dealt with are some of the more practical
aspects of recording and retaining local history.

The most obvious source of material for history is the
self. There is little of self-aggrandisement or arrogance
or even of vanity in the putting of memoirs to paper
where these are less of the banal self-indulgent type
(e.g. the gastronomic — ‘“‘we dined on caviar for
breakfast’’, or the roll-call — ““Oh, just everyone who
was anyone was at that premiere/ball/dinner’’) than
those that depict in its diverse colouration the wider
canvas (historical, social, religious, cultural) against
which one’s life has unfolded. Recent worthwhile local
examples, albeit still cleaving to the magnet of the
Holocaust are the autobiographical writings of Matylda
Engelman, Maria Lewitt and Stanislaw Sattler. Apropos
of this are the eye-witness accounts of the Jewish
refugees recorded in Benzion Patkin’s ““The Dunera In-
ternees”’. On a broader, intellectually and artistically
more sophisticated scale — and which may well serve
as a model for a local Jewish writer of memoirs — is the
American Alfred Kazin's duet “’A Walker in the City”
and “New York Jew"’.

Another source, akin to the first, is the biography, a
very young art in Australian Jewish letters, although as
examples, Catherine Mackerras's ““The Hebrew
Melodist” (about Isaac Nathan), the respective works
by Sir Zelman Cowen and Max Gordon on Sir Isaac
Isaacs, and Alan Wynn's volume about Samuel Wynn
come most readily to mind.

Extending the scope beyond individuals, other
sources are provided by the plethora of institutions that
exist within the Jewish community. Many of these take
their existence for granted, accepting their role of fulfill-
ing their chosen function according to the dictates of
the day. That this must remain their priority can never
be questioned, but nor ought their historical
significance, the nature and ambience of their activities
within the framework of the community at large, both

The “Melbourne Chronicle”, published
by the Jewish National Library and Cul-
tural Centre “Kadimah”, aims to deal
with cultural, communal, social, political
and religious issues of interest and rele-
vance to the Jewish community.

In keeping with this aim, the “Mel-
bourne Chronicle” invites contributions
of articles, poetry, short stories, critiques
and reviews from all interested members
in the community. In particular, it seeks
to serve as an outlet for local creative
literary talent.

The opinions expressed by contributors
to the “Melbourne Chronicle” are their
own and do not necessarily represent the
views of the editorial committee or of the
Kadimah organisation.

Jewish and non-Jewish, be submerged. The
synagogues have been among the most historically-
minded in this regard — witness the studies, inter alia,
of the Great Synagogue, the North Shore Synagogue
and the St. Kilda, Ballarat and East Melbourne Con-
gregations. In the more secular field have been histories
of Mount Scopus College, the Maccabiah Sports Car-
nivals and the AJAX Football Club. One need only men-
tion the Boards of Deputies, the Montefiore Homes for
the Aged, the Kadimah, B’nai B'rith, the Jewish Press,
the Zionist Organisations (at all levels of organisation),
the Jewish Welfare and Relief Society, the Jewish
choirs and landmanschaften, not to mention the Jewish
day-schools, each with their philosophical and cultural
bents to indicate how wide the net of local history can
be cast.

There remain then the more conventional histories
and sociological studies to be written, models for
which, albeit imperfect and dating, have been set by
Hirsch Munz’s account of South Australian Jewry, the
Goldman histories of Victorian and New Zealand
Jewries, and the Medding analyses of the Jewish com-
munity of Melbourne.
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The conviction remains that Melbourne, as does
every society, contains a wealth of material, the prob-
ing for which is to history and culture what the drilling
of oil or mining of uranium is to the economy and
defence. Merely to reflect, for example, on the volume
of potential history contained in the memories of the
residents within the walls of the Montefiore Homes can
be awe-exciting. First-, second-, third-, fourth
generation Australian Jews, each, if aptly guided, with
a valuable story to tell; or long-serving officers with any
of the above-mentioned institutions; or communal
leaders, artists, writers, teachers. The question is not
where does one begin but where does one stop.

To pretend that all the information gleaned can be
husbanded into publishable print is, needless to say, to
be fitted with blinkers against reality. Much will not, in-
deed can not be published, for sound economic
reasons, both where a publisher is approached to put
out a worthwhile work or where self-publication is con-
templated. Publishability, however, whether in a journal
or in pamphlet or book form, is but one aspect of recor-
ding and preserving history. More manuscripts of all
kinds lie dormant in desk drawers and filing cabinets
than ever see the light of day, this fact not necessarily
reflecting upon or denying the worthiness of a great
many of them.

Accessibility to these manuscripts, or to copies of
them, is another important facet, and here one
broaches the subject of archives. The manner of recor-
ding and retrieval consequent upon the advances in
electronic technology has improved remarkably. The
printed word is faster to produce; audio-visual
developments have facilitated the permanent storage of
material in relatively space-saving ways in the form of

cassettes, tapes and microfilm. Resorting to these, im-
portant documents, a term embracing manuscripts
ranging from brief memoirs to full-length studies no less
than to minutes, letters, etc. of different organisations
may be stored in any one or all of a host of places 4
with the National and State libraries, university libraries
with local communal offices (Boards of Deputies'
Zionist offices), with the projected Jewish Museum o%
Victoria, with the Australian Jewish Historical Society
and with a number of institutions overseas, such ag thé
library of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Y|vQ
Yad Vashem, the Widener Library at Harvard Universit\;
which has an interest in Australian Judaica, and any
other bodies that may show interest.
On the local scene, the most logical, plausible and
least expensive scheme would — if reason be a guide —
to establish a central communal archival body financed
and administered by a number of organisations, such as
those mentioned above, who would have a distinct
stake in such a venture, but which would be accessible
to any other group or individual seeking information fo,
whateverproject they may embark upon. The present
difficulties in tracing detailed material, to judge from the
communications of a number of researchers intg dif-
ferent projects, is monumental. A central well-ryn
body, conscious of the importance of preserving loca|
history (in the broadest ramifications of the term) coylqg
go a long way to ease the task of the potentia| resear-
cher and contributor to the understanding of Australian
Jewry. As a bonus — and not one to be disparageq _
the existence of such archives might indeed stimulat
the individual with something to say but with umﬁ
now, no outlet for his contribution, to record that’Whicllw
is sadly mouldering within him, knowing that, if jt is tr
ly worthwhile, it need not be irrevocably lost. o

COCHIN — A GLORIOUS JEWISH PAST,
BUT WHAT OF THE FUTURE

by LYSBETH COHEN

Despite the violence and bitterness between Hin-
dus and Moslems that followed the division of the sub-
continent into India and Pakistan, historically India has
a long history of tolerance. Tolerance of different
religions, customs, races — the gengral acceptance
that peoples do have different life styles and
philosophies — and so long as they were loyal to the
local ruler, the State, the country as a whole, there has
never been any problem.

For Jews in India, this has been a particularly hap-
py history. It is thought that the earliest contact was
during the time of King Solomon, when.sh|ps called at
the Malabar Coast for cargoes of gold, silver and ivory,
sandalwood, monkeys, peacocks and spices.

The Bene-lsrael in Bombay trace their ancestry to
the destruction of the Second Temple by the Romans
and consider themselves to be descendants of one of
the lost ten tribes. According to tradition about a thou-
sand Jews landed on the Malabar Coast (part of Kerala
State) at that time.' Refugees came from Babylonian
and Persian persecution.

In 5th Century, according to Christia
apostle Thomas travelled to India to tell
about ““the coming of the Messiah’’ (Je
ed on a ship owned by a Jewish merch
ban and they were met on arrival by a
player.

There were some Christians in India alr

time, Syrian refugees from Persian persegsgg:t tﬂ?t
Jews and Christians were well-treated by their Host 3
given special trade privileges and were wealthy citizens'
For the Jews, accustomed to persecution th§.
tolerance, goodwill and actual welcome was quite 5
new experience. There was a fresh influx in the 15tﬁ
Century as the result of the Inquisition.

The Jews that settled in Kerala State were
land and privileges by the king, who designatgcria?r;(zic:
leader Joseph Rabban as Prince of the area. This was
all inscribed on copper plates at that time. (See enclos-
ed translation from the old Tamil language). Local tradj-
tion gives the date as 379 C.E., although some scholars
consider they belong to the 11th Century.

N tradition, t

the Jews the}:Z
Sus). He traye||-
ant named Hap.
Jewish gir| flute

2 Melbourne Chronicle ® August-September 1980




When the Portuguese came to India, they brought
their prejudices with them. They tried to persuade the
Syrian Christians to join forces with them, but this com-
munity refused and as a result they also suffered under
the Portuguese. The Rajah protected the Jews as best
he could from the Inquisition.

In the mid-15th Century the Jews moved from the
coast to Cochin, where the Rajah allotted them a new
site adjoining his own palace. The town they built there
became known as ““Jews’ Town'’ or Mattancherry. The
Paradesi Synagogue here celebrated its 400th anniver-
sary in 1968.

On that occasion dignitaries from all over the world
(including the Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Ghandi) at-
tended Services and Receptions. A seminar lasting
several days and dealing with various aspects of the
history and culture of the State and the contributions of
all races and religions living in the Cochin area was
presented.

A Dutch visitor to Cochin towards the end of the
16th Century wrote of the freedom and prosperity of
the Jews there. They had built **. . . very fair store
houses and are rich merchants, and of the king of
Cochin’s neerest counsellors . . . they have their hebrue
Bible and Moses Lawe . . . they are mostly white in col-
our, like men of Europe and have many faire women."”

The Rajah had appointed a Mudalier, or chief,
named Levi: he was regarded as a dignitary and kind of
magistrate. Succeeding Mudaliers became the Rajahs’
close and trusted advisers.

The Jews helped the Rajahs in their battles against
neighbours, but always refused to fight on the Sabbath.
The Cochin community has remained very orthodox.

When the Dutch came to India and besieged
Cochin, tradition tells they were assisted by a certain
Jew ““who made the clock of St. Thomas strike as
usual’’ to deceive the Portuguese.

The Dutch ruled Cochin for 125 years and cultural
and religious freedom was restored. A Jewish mer-
chant, Ezekiel Rahabi, was appointed to the Dutch East
India Company as Chief Merchant. The importance of
the area at that time was as a source of pepper and the
Dutch needed to make treaties with several kings and
princes of other States in that part of India. The British,
French and Danes were also interested in the pepper
trade. These contracts had to be renegotiated every
year and Ezekiel Rahabi was the man entrusted by the
Dutch to deal with local rulers. For nearly fifty years he
was the central figure in both economic and diplomatic
dealings between the Dutch and the Indians whose
State rulers would specifically ask for him to come in
person as envoy from the Dutch.

After his death the work he had been doing was
spread amongst several other Jewish merchants of
Cochin.

Throughout the centuries the Jews of Cochin con-
tributed to the culture of the area. They continued to be
respected and to enjoy a very good and comfortable
life. It is easy to understand, therefore, the bewilder-
ment of present day Indians at the exodus of this an-
cient community to Israel.

During my visit to South India, a journalist from
one of the big national newspapers put this to me very
forcibly.

I went to Cochin to do a story about the white
Jews of Mattancherry,”” he said. It is a beautiful old

town. The synagogue has sumptuous religious items
and furnishings, including hand-painted ceramic tiles
imported from China, the gift of the Rajah of the time.
They have been here for hundreds of years. They are a
wealthy well-respected community — and yet they are

COCHIN SYNAGOGUE
$1568-1968 ¢ BA/

TRANSLATION OF THE COPPER PLATES

Hail and Prosperity! The following gifts was
graciously made by him who had assumed the ti-
tle of King of Kings. His Majesty the King Sri
Parkaran lIravi Vanmar, whose ancestors have
been wielding the sceptre for many hundred
thousands of years, in the thirty-sixth year after
the second year, on the day on which he dwelt in
Muyiricote, was pleased to make the following
gifts. We have granted to Joseph Rabban the
village of Anjuvannam together with seventy-two
proprietary rights, tolls on boats and carts, a cloth
spread in front to walk on, a palanquin, a
parasole, avaduga, (i.e. Telugu) drum, a trumpet,
a gateway, garland, decoration and festoons,
and so forth. We have granted him the land tax
and weight tax; moreover we have sanctioned
with these Copper Plates that he need not pay
the dues which the inhabitants of the other cities
pay the Royal palace, and that he may enjoy the
benefit which they enjoy. To Joseph Rabban,
Prince of the Anjuvannam and to his descen-
dants, sons and daughters and to his nephews,
and to the sons-in-law who married his daughters
in natural succession, so long as the world and
moon exist. Anjuvannam shall be his hereditary
possession. Hail.

(Legend) “These copper plates represent the earliest evidence of the
settlement of Jews on the Malabar coast. They are in the possession of
the congregation of the White Jews, are deposited in an iron box,
known as Pandeal, in the Paradesi Synagogue and are guarded by the
elders.
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leaving all this. It is very sad — especially for the older
people. One lady asked me ‘Where are we to find
husbands for our daughters?” What makes them want
to go to Israel?”

| spent part of an afternoon with Mr. S. S. Koder,
the leader of the Cochin community. A tall, handsome,
gently-speaking elderly man, he spoke of the mental
trauma of people like himself. On the one hand, they
were as excited about the establishment of the State of
Israel as were less-well-situated co-religionists of
Eastern Europe and Jews of other parts of the world.
On the other hand, they watch helplessly as their sons
and daughters leave a magnificent inheritance and a
great tradition. They have no Schochet in Cochin now.
So they eat meat only when they can have a Kosher
supply sent down from Bombay. Otherwise they
slaughter their own chickens or eat fish.

His own children have gone to Israel — but they
return to India every two years, he says. Hundreds of
other Jews from Cochin have now become completely
integrated into Israeli life.

He tries to explain to his non-Jewish friends and
contacts. ““Their migration was not motivated by in-

tolerance or discrimination by Government nor by ex-
te(nz?l or social pressure, but by their deep sense of
religious fervour to die in the Holy Land.”

Pe_rhaps religious Hindus can equate this with their
own wish to go to the Ganges.

At the conclusion of the 400-year celebrations ten
years ago, a touching appeal was made by one of the
I(;)_ca| dignitaries to the Jews of Cochin not to leave In-

ia.

““Jews withstood all persecutions and emerged as
a nation, Israel . . . Jewry all over the world wish to set-
tle down in the Promised Land . . . Jews in Kerala also
wish to go . . . to join their brethren in Israel.” But "this
is the country where the Jews were welcome ang
treated compassionately. During their 1900 years of life
in this part of the world they could experience hospitalj-
ty and tolerance in the highest degree."’

Despite his plea, they continued to leave. In the
Paradesi Synagogue in Cochin there is a gold crown for
a Sefer Torah that was presented in 1805 by the
Maharajah of Travancore. Now the congregation is for-
tunate if forty people attend Services.

POLITICAL PRISONER 115029

(Part 3)

Towards the end of September the ghetto was
again perturbed. Again three more transports of 2%
thousand people each. On the 27th of September 1944,
on the day of my thirtieth birthday, | was summpned to
the first of the three transports. We were given to
believe, that we were going to work in the vicinity of
Dresden. | packed my best suits, shoes and underyvear,
some food and a birthday present from my wife (a
signet ring engraved with the symbol of Terezin) and |
lined up for the transport. The terrible moment had ar-
rived. | took leave from my beloved wife. There in the
courtyard of the huge barracks in Terezin | have seen
her for the last time. When and where will | see her
again?

With fifty other people | was put in a cattle wagon,
that had a small wire-grating under the roof. | did not
suspect that this train would take me to the most dread-
ed concentration camp — to Oswiecin. The journey
was dreadful. Fifty people with their luggage (everyone
had 3-4 pieces) in one wagon! We were sitting or lying
next to each other, squeezed like sardines in a tin. We
had to realize that this wagon was our dining room,
bedroom and — as we are only mortals — also our
toilet. They took us like cattle to the slaughter, not like
labourers to a new working place.

One of our co-travellers had brought with him a
map of Germany, so we recognized the names of the
railway stations and we knew where we were. Thus we

Parts 1 and 2 of this article were published in the preceding issues of the
Melbourne Chronicle.

(These memoirs were written in 1945 while the author was convalescing
at the hospital of St. Ottilien following liberation).

Arthur Matzner

saw that we were heading more and more towards the
East and that the promised working place was g Jie. We
passed through Gleiwitz; at this moment we
understood that we were being taken to Birkenay but
did not yet realize that this actually meant Auschwit,
We passed through Katowicz; our train slowed dowﬁ
and after a 40-hour trainride we passed quite slowly the
station building with the sign “‘Auschwitz’. Dead|

silence. The blood froze in our veins. It seemed that ng
one was breathing. The train stopped and the op-
pressive silence was interrupted only by the creaking gf
the doors and the shrill voices of the inmates of
Oswiecin in striped clothes.

The first orders were given: ““Get out and leave all
your luggage behind”. In the darkness (the time wa
about 3 a.m.), we slowly made out the outlines of thS
SS officers and among the striped ones others witﬁ
yellow armbands and black inscriptions: “Capo”. B
the behaviour of these people and from the fact .that
their sticks frequently landed on the backside of the or-
dinary “striped ones”, we rightly believed that these
people supervised the movements on the railway sta-
tion and they were underlings of the SS. On the plat-
form we were lined up in rows of five; our possessions
had shrunk to what we were wearing. The “striped
ones” emptied out luggage and threw the contents on
the platform. They screamed incomprehensible words
in fits and starts and in the first place attacked our food
supplies. Of course it goes without saying that even a
Capo has to get its own back. We saw them accepting
constantly something from the “’Canadians’’ (that was
the name given to this particular working unit which
was entrusted with the job of emptying the wagons of
incoming transports). Now it was obvious to us that we
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had to do with gangsters and murderers. Even the SS
men accepted presents from these “’striped ones’’.

It was still dark as 2,500 scared people were mar-
ching. A strong escort of SS men was a matter of
course; we had advanced only a few steps when | notic-
ed that in front of us something was happening that
slowed down our march. The more we were advancing,
the more we saw the outlines of two SS officers.
Everybody had to go past those two officers; one of
them asked a question and then pointed out with his
thumb which direction each passer-by had to take. In
this original way our transport was divided into two
parts. About 900 people were sent ‘‘to the left’” and |
was among them. The rest — about 1,600 people —
went ““to the right”. As we found out later this big
group of people were sent directly to the dreaded gas-
ovens. The old cynical prisoners called it ‘‘going
throught the chimney”’.

We passed through a huge gate into the Concen-
tration Camp (K.Z. Konzentrations Lager). All around
there was nothing to be seen but barrack-huts and
barbed wire charged with electricity. As we marched
along an SS man approached me and took my
wristwatch and my wedding ring from me. | realized in
time that it was not advisable to protest. This “’brave
deed’’ was performed on several others. | think it would
not be an exaggeration if | said that in Oswiecin every
SS man was a millionaire, since millions of people were
thus “welcomed’’. On this march from the railway-
station | found out that here human life had absolutely
no value. From one of the huts a woman appeared. She
stood there and watched curiously the arrival of the
new transport. This was forbidden. One of the accom-
panying SS men drew his pistol and a well-aimed shot
finished the life of this woman. There was no sound, no
screams among the ““old residents’’. This was an every-
day occurrence.

It was already day-break when we arrived at the
shower-huts, where another surprise awaited us. We
had to strip completely; so the last bit of our posses-
sions was gone. Personal documents were strewn all
over the floor. In vain did | ask to be allowed to keep the
picture of my wife and a small talisman which | had
been wearing continuously for the last seven years. The
answer given by the SS man was quite clear; he tore
the talisman off my neck and as it was a gold one he put
it into his pocket; the photograph of my wife he tore to
pieces. After having showered, our heads were shaved
and we were given ‘‘new clothes’’, which were marked
diagonally in oilpaint across the back with a huge red
cross. So were the pants. The external change of a de-
cent human being into a criminal was successful.

By the hundreds we were then taken to camp D,
Hut No. 43, in which there were 500 of us. All day long
we were not given anything to eat and until the evening
we were kept standing in front of the hut. In the bar-
racks there were no beds, so we went to sleep on the
cement floor. We were so squeezed together that we
could not stretch our legs. We slept sitting up, leaning
back to back.

In Oswiecin every newcomer lived under the sign
of the gas-chamber and the crematorium with its four
chimneys from where the flames are blazing day and
night. Here the perverse SS men give vent to their
sadism and bestiality in indescribable proportions. In
Oswiecin — in this hell on earth — the lives of millions
of men, women and children from all European coun-

tries were put to an end. After having arrived in this hell
many of them were driven insane and in their despair
they flung themselves on the barbed wire, charged with
high tension. Suicides, killings, mutilations were the
daily order in Oswiecin.

We were starving. Our rations were not even half
of what they should have been — in the morning, so-
called coffee (for 5 people in one bowl), at midday a litre
of soup ““served’” in the most peculiar pots and pans:
pots of all sizes, bowls, cans, pitchers, jars, even in a
washbasin. Such a dinner was rather complicated since
we did not have any spoons. In the evening we were
supposed to get 250 gr of bread, but we only received
150 gr. | was no exception and | too lived under the
threat of the gas-ovens, like every other newcomer.
The thought that perhaps — a few days later — my wife
too would be dragged into this hell threw me in com-
plete despair.

The fourth day after my arrival, the news spread
that in the near future a large transport was supposed
to leave Oswiecin for Germany. Nearly all newcomers
voluntarily reported for work because everybody had
the same wish to be out of this inferno. On the seventh
day we actually received ‘“new clothes”. On both sides
of the pants was inserted a piece of blue-and-white
striped material and the same in the centre of the back
of the coat. Towards evening we were taken to the train
— fifty people into one wagon. Altogether there were
1500 nameless people in this transport as nobody had
any personal documents; we didn't even have a
number. We could have taken any name at all; this fact
worried me a great deal.

Before boarding the train each person was given a
loaf of bread, 10dkg of bad sausage and 12 dkg of real
margarine; we were happy to sit in the wagon. These
were peculiar wagons destined for the transportation of
the army. The journey from Oswiecin was much more
bearable than the one to Oswiecin, if only for the fact
that it meant the fulfilment of our wish; to be away from
that hell — and also for the fact that our carriage was
“luxuriously” equipped. It even had a toilet. The train
took off and through a little barbed-wire window we
saw for the last time, high above, the blazing flames of
the Oswiecin crematorium. At this moment | asked
myself: ““How many more innocent victims will these
flames devour? When will the civilised world put an end
to these Nazi horrors?”’

Of the 50 men in the carriage about 35 were Czechs
and the rest Viennese. We made ourselves ‘‘comfor-
table”, so that each could find a position in which he
could stretch his legs. The train moved in the nocturnal
darkness with great speed and stopped only at the big
railway stations. Nobody knew where we were
heading, even our two SS guards — both Rumanians
— maintained that they did not know the destination of
our journey. Our fate was in God’s hands. We passed
through Upper Silesia, approached the frontiers of our
homeland and then passed through Moravia. We
travelled from the northern tip through Olomouc,
Prerov, Hodonin, Breclav and from there to Vienna. A
strange feeling, a strange pain overcame us when we
looked at the beautiful autumnal countryside of our
homeland through the barred and wired window. God
only knows when and to whom it will be granted to see
this “Paradise on earth’”” again. To-day | am partly able
to answer this question. Of the 35 Czechs travelling in
this railway carriage only two will return — of whom |
am one.
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The train stopped in Prerov; | remembered that in
Rikevice lived a good friend of mine from my High
School and University days. | was firmly resolved to
jump out of the train after Prerov. | went to the toilet
and inspected the small window. The thick iron bars
and the double barbed wire, however, thwarted my
plans completely. At night we passed through Vienna
and then further on towards Linz. These were hours of
anxiety and uncertainty for that was the direction to the
dreaded concentration camp Mauthausen. But the
situation was clarified when the train stopped in
Salzburg, this wonderful place at the foothill of the
mighty Alps.

We continued in the direction of Munich. The train
stopped close to the city. We heard distinctly the blar-
ing of the sirens; there was an air-raid on Munich. We
heard clearly the droning and the rumbling of the
bombs and the rattling of the anti-aircraft guns. After
this unexpected delay the journey continued. We pass-
ed through Munich and after another two more hours
the train stopped again. After 52 hours of travelling we
got off on the platform of a smaller railway station.
Huge black letters on a white board read “Kaufenng'.'.
The railway clock showed 10.35 p.m. We lined up in
rows of five and under heavy escort of the SS, we left
the station. | was in the first group of 500 people.

We marched for about half an hour along the
highway, then turned into a narrow dirt-road. In the dis-
tant hills | saw some lights. The nearer we came the
clearer we recognised in the darkness the outlines of a
smaller camp, surrounded by a solid barbed wire fence.
Now we all realized that we are again in a concentration
camp. Shortly after our arrival fifty people at a time
were taken into oblong underground barrack-huts; a
narrow aisle divided the hut into two parts. On -both
sides of this passage, 50 cm above the ground bare
boards were erected. These were suppose;d to be our
beds. On each side lay 26 men. We were lying fully clad
and pressed together one against the othe(; | rolled up
my coat and used it as my pillow. We were informed by
our "‘Blockal tester”” (the man in charge of block No. 43
— a young doctor from Kosice —) that we belonged to
the concentration camp Dachau and were now a work-

ing unit of camp No. 4.

We were hungry but, even more, worn out. After
midnight | fell asleep unaware of the fact that months
later dozens of people would be dying daily in this very
camp. On the fourth day after our arrival we were Ilqed
up for work: shovels, spades, axes, carts for moving
sand, gravel, cement, iron, in short, we had to perform
the hard labour for a huge building firm by the name of
Holzmann. This was our work. It took us an hour to get
to our working place. At the station there was some
pushing and shoving at the start of the journey as
everybody tried to get a seat and that was a welcome
opportunity for the SS to deliver blows upon us. Our
““capos’’ weren't tardy in this respect. We reallzeq .that
before the arrival of the train the SS deliberately divided
us into different groups in such a way that at the boar-
ding of the train everybody had to pqsh forw_ard, which
again gave the SS an outlet for their brutality. | never
pushed my way forward, but still did not escape the
blows. | was punished for being the last one. “Whoever
wants to beat a dog will find a stick.”

At the camp No. 4, at the firm Holzmann, 600-800
prisoners worked daily.

The alarm was given at 4.15 a.m.; from 4.45-5.45
we were lined up for roll-call (Apell) and then marched
to the train. Breakfast was “’simple’’, half a litre of black
coffee. We worked for 12 hours (from 7 a.m. till 7 p.m.)
under the strict supervision of the O.T. (Organisation
Todt). Blows accompanying the work were a common
occurrence, of which nobody took any notice. On occa-
sions | saw the overseer hit a prisoner on the head with
a shovel or iron bar. It was scarcely surprising
therefore, that every day after work we carried back a
dead body and several injured men. They were the vic-
tims of these maniacal overseers. Also it goes without
saying that accidents happened daily. Enormous ex-
cavators, cement mixers, machinery for bending iron
carts for the transportation of cement were the majn,
cause of these accidents. We returned from work at
8.30 p.m., then came the never-ending queuing in
rows of two for dinner. Altogether there were about
1500 prisoners waiting for their food. This enormous
queue moved forward only extremely slowly.

In front of the kitchen were placed barrels of soup
The prisoners were handed a bowl into which the Coolé
dished out one litre of soup. (Sp-called potato soup
vegetable soup, milk soup or similar). Whether one golt
a thick one or a thin one depended on luck or on being
on good terms with the distributing cook. The fooq
distribution was interrupted daily by the lack of bows-
that meant we had to wait until the first few hundreg
had finished eating and returned their bowls. During the
first two months of our stay we were twice a wegk
issued potatoes cooked in their skin. Periodical beatin s
of prisoners accompanied the food distribution. The
Capos and the O.D. (Ordnungs Dienst — 3 gor¢ o
disciplinary police) were always able to find a reason:
we did not keep the lines correctly, we advanceq eithn_
too quickly or too slowly, we held the bowl too high er
too low, etc. or

We arrived back at the hut between 10-11 P
After dinner we were given by our “blokous’ (g t"?
Czechs used to abbreviate the word “’Blockaltester”) 5
ration of bread with a supplement for the next day Aa
the beginning, the daily ration of bread was aboyt 50(;
gr, later 400, then 300 and even 200 gm a day; the
was a supplement of 15 gm butter or margarine or :;8
gm of sausage, artificial honey (Ersatz), cheese a
other foods. This supplement, however, was never f Tld
distributed, because “‘the blokous” who alloted the é’ y
ly rations also had to live and it was an unwritten |al<
that he was living at the expense of ys Ordinaw
prisoners. About a fortnight after our arrival we wafy
registered and each of us was given a number which ere
wrote with white oilpaint on our coat and overcoat ,\VXe
number was 115029. | believed in number 9, and m,
number ended with number 9. Would numbér 9b n
me good luck? ring

Winter started early. Towards the end

and the beginning of November a thick blankc()eft Sfcégger
had already covered the countryside and the first fr \sl\;
had set in. My shoes were in such poor condition t?owat
my toes protruded from my right shoe. In spite of that, |
had to go on working in snow and frost. The frostbite
on my toes of my right foot will always remind me of
the winter 1944-1945.

Thus days and weeks went by as the food got
worse and our physical strength diminished. Finally the
greatest scourge of every camp found its way into
camp: lice. During that time (20th November 1944) |
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was enlisted into a transport of 450 men who had to
leave camp No. 4 and were transferred to camp No. 1.,
situated 5 km. away. Conditions in this new camp were
even worse than in camp No. 4. The regime here was
much stricter; periodical beatings dogged every step;
roll-calls (Appells) were held twice daily, in the morning
and in the evening, and lasted much longer. Labour in
this new working place (for a firm by the name of Motl)
was much harder and the 0.D.’s played havoc with us.
Our huge ““commando’’ returned daily to the camp with
dead bodies or wounded people. Quantitatively and
qualitatively food was worse than in camp No. 4. |
worked for a few days in this murderous working unit;
then | was placed into another group and until | was
taken ill | rotated between four different working units.

Men died and collapsed at work like flies. Lice
literally sucked our blood. There was a real plague of

them and no way to get rid of them. Since Oswiecin |
changed my clothes (after four months) for the first
time. Another scourge appeared in the camp, which cut
down even the strongest man — infectious diarrhoea.

The Czechs in camp No. 1 became rare; all my
fellow-countrymen (looking like “muselmen” — can-
didates of death) had died or were taken to camp No. 4.
This camp had been converted into a camp hospital,
where typhus was widespread. The number of victims
of this fatal illness was horrendous. This disease was
spread by thousands of lice. For Christmas we were
given a beautiful gift: a delousing station. At last we got
rid of them. Delousing was repeated fortnightly. Only
one who experienced personally this terrible scourge
can appreciate the blessing of a delousing station.

(To be concluded)

FRANK KNOPFELMACHER — A conversation

Earlier this year, the interviewer, Mr. Michael Danby, in correspondence with Dr. Frank Knopfelmacher who
was abroad at the time, submitted to him a number of questions. Both the questions and answers are presented in the

following:

Michael Danby: Dr. Knopfelmacher, in 1965, you
appeared in an article written by Jim Spigelman in
““Venture”, (the annual journal of the National Union of
Australian Jewish Students) in which he dealt with the
fight at Sydney University preventing you from taking a
Professorship there. Since then, Paddy O’Brien’s book
““The Saviours’ appeared and pointed to your intellec-
tual influence on students emerging from Melbourne
University through the 50s, 60s and 70s. What is it that
you have sought to impart to your students, and have
you been successful by your own standards?

Dr. Knopfelmacher: My main aim with students
has always been to teach the subjects for which | am
most qualified, that is, philosophy, psychology, and
social theory. Though | have become an “expert”, |
suppose, | do not believe that there is such an academic
discipline. “‘Political scientists’’ are journalists who can-
not write and need a captive readership for their gar-
bage. | can write. In Australia | got into politics more or
less by accident: | found myself in a university
(Melbourne 1955) which was at the time almost totally
dominated by the Stalinists, at least in the areas in
which | was appointed to teach. They tried to destroy
me and | fought back. | suppose that my Stalinist
threshold toleration was pretty low, due to my past
history, but in 1956, when | fired my first salvos, | didn’t
embark on something | intended to do when | came to
Australia. The upshot of my activities at the time was
the setting up of what amounted to as a political
countercourse focussed largely, though not entirely, on
Soviet and communist affairs, which were then
presented in a particularly scandalous manner, in the
Politics department. The communists retaliated and the
result of their actions was severe damage to my
academic career and the death of an invalid wife.

Dr. Frank Knopfelmacher is Reader in Psychology at the University of
Melbourne. Michael Danby is currently Information Officer with the
Victorian Jewish Board of Deputies.

| cannot judge the fruits of my labours. | suppose
that some young men in key positions in the public ser-
vice and in the media now may have received their
ideological basis from me.

During the Vietnam war, the pro-democratic posi-
tion could be stated in relative physical safety
throughout the academy and supported by reasonable
arguments. One person who did not like me much tried
to mock me at the time by calling me Defensor Oc-
cidentis — defender of the West. | suppose, like the
old Contemptibles and the Rats of Tobruk, .thl.s sort of
abuse has now become — as we are all sinking, and
more and more of us know that we are sinking —
something of a badge of honour. On a nose-count, |
think | influenced mainly Catholics, presenting a
political alternative to Charlesworth then and to the Na-
tional Civic Council, and also some Jewish anti-
communists.

M.D.: Your articles on universities may have pro-
mpted the serious re-evaluation of the aqadem/c world
and more recently of the new L eft-dominated student
world. Entebbe, you argued, may have had the
unintended consequence of spelling the end of the
Australasian Union of Students (AUS). Four years
later, the AUS seems totally paralysed and there seems
to be a strong anti-totalitarian flavour on campus.

But far from arguing that students (a{rd /nqeed,
academics) should stick to their books in their pfirt/cy(ar
field of studies, you have argued “that universities
should be the centres of critique — of intellectual
debate . . . Itis possible and legitimate to stick to one’s
narrow specialty and become what the German radicals
call a fachidiot — specialist imbecile”. And you have
argued against the Left’s bid for {'nte//ectua/ hegemony
based on the model of Gramsci. Is there not a con-
tradiction?

Dr. K.: | agree. My attitude to universities is per-
sonally ambivalent. My vocation which | love and which
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| chose at the age of eleven is that of an academic
teacher. Yet | also know that the group to which |
belong — the academics — have done untold harm to
the cause of human freedom and are today the principal
agency of communist totalitarianism in the West. They
are the fuilty men, certainly not the trade unionists.
Universities are today the principal institutional centres
of moral and social disintegration of free socieities.
Concerning critique, yes, | believe that it is one of our
prime tasks in universities. This is not the same as striv-
ing for hegemony of any one particular ideology, the
task proposed to intellectuals by the totalitarian intellec-
tual, Antonio Gramsci. Gramsci was both a noble and
brilliant man as well as a martyr and an evil influence for
he was in deep error. Good and noble people may err —
they are the most dangerous seducers when they do.
There is no contradiction in advocating critique, and
opposing totalitarian indoctrination and the establish-
ment of clerical monopolies, such as those which
Gramsci envisaged.

M.D.: Your fascination with Catholicism was, ac-
cording to one writer, more an attraction to a way of life
or milieu rather than to a body of propositions. Yet your
split with the NCC-DLP complex, believing that serious
anti-totalitarianism was being discredited by the NCC’s
“yearning for the catacombs”. Even recently, you
remarked that “the communist issue has been used
recklessly and dogmatically for ulterior motives for
years by hung-up religious fundamentalists in the NCC-
DLP complex”. You have since been called by NCC of-
ficials a rootless cosmopolitan, an adventurist, and a
chief without Indians. Has this sharp political opposition
to the NCC-DLP changed your attitude to Catholicism
since the 60s?

Dr. K.: My attitude to Catholicism is one of fre-
quently admitted and never retracted pgarso_nal and
cultural sympathy. It is rooted in personal kinship deter-
mined by my ethnic origins in a Jewish cpmmumty ina
small town in central Moravia — Kremsier — where a
closely-knit Jewish community existed in qlgse sym-
biosis (based admittedly on business and politics rather
than on religion) with the Catholic Church since the
reign of King John of Luxemburg in the 14th Century.
The letter of tenure by King John establishing a Jewish
community in Kremsier was issued at the request of the
Prince Archbishop of Olomous, whose main _reS|dence
was Kremsier. My native district in Moravia is in an out-
and-out Catholic area, in folklore, architecture, imagery
and language. Culturally, | am, therefore, a Catholic, a
born one, thatis, for | did not choose my native dlstrlpt.
The social structure of Moravian Jewish communities
was totally different from that of the Polish shtetl, not
only since the Enlightenment but for the last 600 years.
It also differed from that of the German J?ws. Bphe-
mian and Moravian Jews were sui generis until the
holocaust consumed them.

My attitude to the NCC was and remains political
rather than religious. My cultural ““Catholicism™ helped,
in that | had no hang-ups about their religion either
way. Itis not |, but they, who have changed. The cause
was Vatican Il. That ill-omened Council polarised the
Catholic world, permitting the modernist Catholics to
turn into de facto atheists and even communist
totalitarians. And conversely, it produced a fundamen-
talist backlash among the conservatives (e.g. Ar-
chbishop Lefebvre) whose Australian variant included
most of my allies. The fundamentalist backlash made
Australian conservative Catholics politically non-viable

in a culturally largely protestant industrial society.:| had
it out with them, in a friendly but firm manner, during
the 1972 election campaign which they mismanaged
catastrophically. There is nothing personal in all this on
my side. If some of them now hate me, | can only con-
clude that they have never understood my reasons for
working with them.

M.D.: Early in 1977, you drew attention to
Australia’s reaction to the Indochinese refugees, to the
racism of the far left and right. While Eric Butler (Chaijr-
man of the League of Rights) attacked you, you
restated our ““moral obligations to the refugees”, \Was
Australia’s reaction to the refugees any worse than that
of other Western countries? Are we really “a pampered
larrikin people, a sort of lumpen Rhodesia in the South
Pacific”’? What ought our attitude to the refugees pe

Dr. K.: Concerning the refugees, Australia has
special obligation, for unlike other countries, say
England or Germany, it was a participant (and a major
one) in the Vietnam War, which it helped to lose. The
refugees are, therefore, either our comrades-in-arms or
their kinsmen seeking succour from the Peril which the
Liberal-Country Party Coalition used to win eight
Federal elections. They are splendid migrants, harg-
working and intelligent, unlike many of the driftwoog
types making it here from the stable European socigites
such as Britain. For stable societies exude the unstable’
Societies in the throes of socio-economic catastrophe
and enemy invasion exude the bravest and the best.

M.D.: Bill Hartley and his PLO-oriented Sociajsts
have become a focus of hostility for the Jewish com-
munity. Do you think that his importance has been
overrated compared with other issues?

You were critical of Australian Jewry’s handjin o
the orchestrated campaign by the Council of Civil [ jhey-
ties’ Secretary John Bennett to deny the Holocaust
Your analysis of the Butz/Bennett “Holocaust was 4
Hoax" stand exposed Bennett’s purpose to turn the un-
precedented Nazi genocide into a topic of legitimate
historical “’debate”.

In your contribution on the 40th Anniversary of the
Kristallnacht, you described it as “our sacred dy to
defend a l'outrance, our only truly religious imperatiy.
— the State of Israel”. In that speech, youy pfedictez
the anti-Holocaust-mongering of the Far Right, What
should our response be to this new phenomenon)

Dr. K.: My attitude to lIsrael is determined by

status as a Holocaust survivor — a sdlitary one_ q;

e g » 9iv
cousin or an uncle here and there dispersed osere'?ha
globe. | am neither objective about it — for | go no(i

want to cheat — nor do | wish to link it with the rest of
my political commitments. | rejoice at the contin eot
fact that being pro-Israel and pro-Free Worldg 4
together. They might diverge; unlikely but IogicaQI;I0
possible. | shall then try to serve two gods (which onz
can) by trying to make for dialogue between them.

For me, Israel is a huge monument to a destroyed
existence of which my family’s was among many? éur
period of grace — the thirty-odd years when beiﬁg an
anti-Semite amounted to identifying with a defeated
loathesome enemy — is coming to an end. The struc.-
ture of the Jewish people and their habits, as well as
their peculiar role in European history is bound to revive
the “normal” attitude to Jews which range from mild|
suspicious indifference to overpowering hate. b
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There are two answers which one must attempt
though they are unlikely to succeed: personal assimila-
tion and political assimilation. The latter is called
Zionism — i.e. making the Jew statistically and
psychosocially normal in his own land. Personal
assimilation for a Holocaust survivor is both impossible
and, if attempted, obscenely undignified. One’s pro-
geny is, of course, another matter. One’s children
should be given the choice of becoming either
Australian ‘“goyim’’ or Israeli paratroopers. The middle
road is both repellent and leads to stigmatisation and,
ultimately, Auschwitz.

Concerning Bill Hartley, | still remember the days
when he was the darling of the Melbourne Jewish Left.

May | add, in consolation to my Jewishly and com-
munally active friends that my (and Koestler’s) program
is quite harmless. For nobody will listen to us on things
other than Israel, where we are not only on the side of
the angels but on the side of the hawks among them.
The horrors will come again.

M.D.: When Willi Brandt and Bruno Kreisky sat
down to honour Yasser Arafat, the New Republic blunt-
ly described this tragic image as ‘““Socialists and Cut-
throats”. Was this meeting not symbolic of Europe’s
““Finlandization” — its neutralisation between the ham-
mer of the Warsaw Pact conventional military superiori-
ty and the anvil of Arab oil blackmail.

Dr. K.: The Begin-Kreisky incident has two
aspects: a confrontation between a neutralist Austrian
Chancellor and a head of state whose country is
threatened by a power bloc towards which the Austrian
Chancellor tries to remain neutral. If the two politicians
were Presbyterians or Frenchmen, the matter would
rest there. Since they happen to be Jews, the inevitable
element of comedy, induced by our lack of civility in
public places had to come out, and for a brief period the
world was entertained by a global replay of the
Hollywood movie The Sunshine Boys, two can-
tankerous old Jews having a go at one another in
public. It has nothing as such to do with Finlandisation,
etc. The mutual dislike of yekke and Ostjude may
have been an element, though | understand that Begin
is very much a prosce-pana (a knightly ‘“‘Polish
gentleman”’) of pre-1914 vintage.

M.D.: While in America, your review of Charles
Reich’s The Greening of America appeared in the
Wall Street Journal; on your return to Australia, you
wrote several shattering pieces on the collapse of
morale in America during the Vietnam War.

But recently, you said that the American Jewish
liberal intelligentsia has become pro-America, pro-
defence. This was, you said, “’because blood is thicker
than ideology and if the anti-Establishment ideology of
American Jews is going to result in the weakening or
destruction of Israel your ideology tends to change”.
How extensive is this “turn’ in America? President
Carter’s policies and pronouncements, particularly on
Israel, don’t tend to reflect this. His foreign policy,
Brzezinski notwithstanding, is more what Commen-
tary called the “"World According to Andrew Young”,
with the Ayatollah Khomeini in line for sainthood, the
PLO a Levantine civil rights outfit, and the Cubans only
teaching the Africans gymnastics. Are the neo-liberals
the precursors of things to come or have the Chom-
sky’s, Rubins, Berrigans et al mortally wounded the
American Republic and the West?

Dr. K.: | think that the American Jewish in-
telligentsia has done a lot of harm to the free world and
to America in the past. Pampered in a free country, and
especially privileged and over-protected, partly as a
result of the Holocaust which consumed us but from
which they benefited, (as a famous Jewish-American
literateur Diana Trilling admitted), they failed to
perceive in time that the main enemy is on the so-called
Left. Since World War Il propelled many of them into
intellectually hegemonial positions, they could do a lot
of harm.

| believe that the obvious dependence of Israel on
the USA and the more openly antisemitic character of
the Soviet regime has finally brought them up to date
emotionally and politically. Since 1973, the American
Jewish intelligentsia has been overwhelmingly, a force
for the good. One Chomsky does not make a sewer.

M.D.: You have argued that we need a de facto
military strategic alliance with China to counter Soviet
advances in Angola, Ethiopia, Laos, Yemen and
Afghanistan. Why do theories that the Chinese leader-
ship contains unstable factions and the “sudden’”
discovery of the totalitarian nature of the Chinese dic-
tatorship notimpress you?

Dr. K.: Without Stalin’s Russia, the democracies
could not have defeated Hitler. Today’s situation is
analogous: without the reserves and the manpower of
China, we cannot hold our own against Moscow. We
just haven’t got the resources or the will to go it alone.
Also a major communist ally splits our very influential
fifth column. It is either a loveless marriage of conve-
nience between the greatest reservoir of technology
and the greatest source of manpower, or else a sequen-
tial separate burial of the unwilling couple. Politics is
not only the art of the possible, but morally, the
defence of the bad against the worse.

M.D.: Richard Pipes, Head of the Russian
Research Centre at Harvard recently told a group of as-
tounded Stalinists at a Melbourne University seminar
that no-one in the Eastern Bloc believed in the New
Soviet Man. He existed only in the fantasies of a
diminishing number of Western Marxist intellectuals.

To paraphrase Koestler, the ruling Soviet leader-
ship consists of Gletkins rather than Rubashovs. The
Andropovs, Ponomarevs and Sudiakarovs do not even
have the moral advantage of unsullied intentions. They
do not even believe in the appalling “summary of the
ethic of Bolshevism (Marxism-Leninism). ‘What
vileness would you not commit to exterminate vileness.
Sink into the mud, embrace the butcher, but change
the world. It needs it.” ”’ (Bertholt Brecht).

But what is the alternative on the Soviet scene?
Solzhenitzyn autocratic clerical nationalism? Or the
tough-minded liberalism of Sakharov?

Dr. K.: For reasons too long to expand here, the
USSR must expand or perish. In its present form it is
neither tameable nor liveable with, though it can be
caged, as it has been for a time, by our intact First
Strike Capacity. Solzhenitzyn is not an autocratic
clericalist. He is a splendid Pravoslav Christian who
does not always understand the Latin-AngloSaxon
West, though he often does. An old Russian syndrome
Like all men, he is fallible. Like all orthodox Christiang.
he believes in the power of ideas and, hence, believes
that erroneous views lead to bad policies. He is inclined
to attribute Soviet evils to the prevalence there of of-
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ficial Marxist-Leninist dogma. Sakharov disagrees: as a
liberal, he is more sensitive to the deviously ““func-
tional”” feature of ideologies, and attributes the Soviet
evils to the vested interests of a power elite, rather than
to ideology. | agree with Sakharov on this. The practical
consequences of this divergence are small. Both men
are brave fighters for freedom, and advocate a tough
policy towards Soviet totalitarianism. There are
theoretical differences between an orthodox Christian
and a Westernised liberal. But there is complete prac-
tical consensus on action.

(References relating to this interview may be obtained by writing to Mr.
Michael Danby at Australia-Israel Publications, 584 St. Kilda Rd.,
Melbourne 3004).
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37th Anniversary of the Treblinka Revolt

(1943-1980)

The death factories of Treblinka were established
in a beautiful little forest near Malkinia in the district of
Sokolov. In 1942 | came there together with my family
and my Jewish community.

| was standing naked near the so called "“Bath
house”’, when | was kicked and beaten by an S.S.
man and pushed out of line. | was told to carry dead
bodies from one place to another. So | became a porter
to carry the corpses to the ovens.

| suffered, but wanted to remain strong so | could
some-day make them pay for what they were doing to
me | could only dream about it. Then in May 1943 the
last transport from Warsaw Ghetto arrived —
thousands of young men and women.

It happened that after gassing one large group,
four young men survived the deadly gas. Unable to
believe what | saw, | started to talk to them. They told
me of the heroic fights with the Germans in Warsaw
Ghetto. This gave me and my group moral support to
start thinking and planning a revolt. We organized a
secret committee, and decided to destroy this place.
We needed explosives, and plenty were stored in heavi-
ly guarded storerooms.

One of us — a plumber Salzberg was called to ob-
tain or duplicate the keys. An opportunity came as he
was called for some repairs to the storeroom by an S.S.
man. He made duplicates of the keys.

We organized three fighting groups: twenty men in
each group. Dr. Leichert was in charge of all groups. He
was a former captain of the Polish army. Active par-

Chaim Shtajer

ticipants were: Dr. Chorazyski, engineer Galewsk;j
engineer Sudowicz, Salzberg and Zella a young mar,
from Czechoslovakia.

As fate helped us, we were ordered by the German
S.S. to clean up the place near the ammunition
storerooms.

For days we lingered around the storeroorhs tak-
ing out boxes of explosives, machine guns and ’other
ammunition, hiding and mixing these weapons among
the rubble we had to clean up.

A Jew in charge of disinfectants poured 25 |itreg of
benzine into his machine and with this he sprayed
liberally wherever he could, specially the ammunition
storerooms.

Three-thirty in the afternoon we reported to oyr
leader that we were ready, and fifteen minutes later the
first explosion occurred. We killed in this explosion the
Oberscharfuhrer Kittner and the Kapo Kuba.

At the same time 25 grenades exploded, and to the
sound of machine guns, fire started in all four corners of
the camp.

With all our strength and with any weapon we had,
clubs, boards, scissors, knives, we fell onto our tormen.
tors and killed everyone we laid hands on.

The fight lasted three hours, in the end all of us
who survived tried to escape.

Of 1,000 Jews, at the time of the uprising in
Treblinka, only 20 survived.
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All the Storms and Sun-Sets

This story won second prize in the Short Story Competition conducted
by the Zionist Federation of Australia and New Zealand in 1978.

‘Israel’, my mother would say, ‘our poor, tiny
Israel.” And whenever she did, it reminded me of a day
long past, when as a young boy, | brought home a kit-
ten — all scrawny, frightened, with dull coat and sad
eyes. Mother fed it on milkk and while it slurped
voraciously, she looked at her freshly scratched arms
and mumbled ‘kitten, you poor, little kitten’.

There is something about my mother | can’t quite
understand. Her constant moaning, sighing, shudder-
ing — her emotional overflows. Her very own mixture
of contempt yet consideration towards people, even
issues.

My childhood, when | think of it, was crowded
with images. ‘Horror stories’, as my father called them.
‘Stop it he would urge. But my mother would just look
at him in her specific mournful way.

‘My son has to know’, she would insist. ‘| was told
of pogroms, he has to know of Hitler and Our War.”

For she always refers to the Second World War as
‘Her War'.

The pieces of jig-saw kept on sinking in my mind.
Wretched people, hunger, army boots, finality of
death, unheard of brutality, squalid streets.

‘And what’s more, we were having Literary Even-
ings . . . You know where? . . . In Warsaw Ghetto . . .
What do you say now, you Ober Huhem?’

Fragments of a puzzle which was my parents’ past.

On a day | told my parents I'll visit Israel, mother
stopped in the middle of whatever she was doing, like a
horse would stop suddenly when sensing danger. It
took her a while before she set herself in motion again.

“It is all Israel needs. If it hasn't had enough trou-
ble without you. All it needs is you."

‘Mama’ | tried to explain.

But she became a torrent. Pouring out her views of
girls who couldn’t find themselves husbands, of all
drop-outs, of all heart-broken, spoiled, selfish, pighead-
ed, who belonged to my generation. Israel, the remedy,
|srael, the answer for everyone. An escape route.

Sowhen | arrived in Israel, | sent my parents a letter.

‘That thumping of the heart’, | wrote, ‘the tears in
the eyes and the urge to kiss the ground you told
me so much about, didn’t happen.

‘The Israeli custom officer radiated just about the
same amount of warmth as any other officer at
any other international airport. Sure, it felt good
to be let out of the claustrophic capsule after be-
ing cooped up in it for what seemed to be an eter-
nity.

‘As for my luggage, no problem. My rucksack
proved to be not too heavy. The only item which
weighs on me is the address book with names of
your friends you instructed me to visit.

‘I promise nothing. Will see how many I'll
manage.

by MARIA LEWITT

‘It rained on arrival. Was met by your cousin Ber-
tha. She fed me on chicken soup in the middle of
the night. Her flat is stale and gloomy — like
herself.”

| posted the letter and on the way to Jerusalem
regretted sending it.

Tree covered hills. Mile after mile. Planted as a
memorial to Six Million Martyrs of my mother’'s War.
“’Coniferous ones symbolize children’, explained our
guide.

Mixed trees, like a mixed crowd. Strong next to
weak, tall to short, notable next to ordinary. Some,
reaching to the sun, others pointing their arms down.

That willowy one would be my mother’s cousin
Janka, who managed to matriculate and worried
because her feet grew too large . . . And that one on the
side would be my grandfather who never trusted big
crowds. So after all, he had set his roots down in
Jewish Sail. A loner, notalone any more.

The faces, the episodes, the world which was,
emerges.

Fragments, pieces, as always puzzling.

Shouldn’t have really sent that letter. | wished |
hadn’t. And | also wished for the day when family
groups will bring laughter to those tree-covered hills.

A new life in the shade of the forest, in the shade
of their people. For now those hills seemed so very
quiet and dark and dense and solemn.

Jerusalem was all | expected; gold and white,
fascinating, interesting, intriguing, oriental and
modern.

What | didn’t like were TV antennas out of place in
the Old City. And burning eyes looking at you from flat
roofs.

Following you, following you.

What | loved were old olive-trees. Remembering
King Solomon and the Temple. Still there. The trunks
curved with furrows, dry, twisted.

Who leaned on you before, who sought your fruit,
who dreamed in your shade, who plotted?

All the storms and sun-sets.

All the armies who passed you with a song, with guns.
All the prayers whispered by ardent lips, prayers of
love, of concern, of revenge.

Those trees stirred my mind like mother’s literary
evenings.

| visited places, | visited my parent’'s cousins,
friends. | kept on looking them up because my parents
wanted me to meet them, or wanted them to meet me,
or for whatever reason.

“You promise, you call on Borys? Is he handsome! |
nearly fell in love with him myself . . . Good man, good
friend. | hope lIsrael is kind to him.” — My mother’s
voice always in the background.
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Borys lived in an old part of TeI-Aviy, far fro_rn
sophisticated new quarters, far from the noise and glit-
ter of Dizengoff.

Small groups of men, talking, gesticulating.

The streets, the houses — not always clean.

And old people, so many old ones; carrying almost
empty string bags.

And shops, as if transplanted from Eastern Europe.
Some locked due to the owner’s military commitments.
The displayed goods sprinkled with dead insects and
dust. The note already curling up at the corners, as if
stained with nicotine.

Borys’ flat was small. He himself a head shorter
than me. An old, greyish-bald man. His eyes alive, but
just. Luckily his English was passable.

We sipped tea from tall glasses. He asked me if
mother is still so beautiful, if father is still so head
strong? ‘What are your plans? If you want to settle here

‘I don’t. | simply came to see. That's all.’

‘Pity’ he said, his hands shaking. ‘Yes, Ghetto. |
often think of those days. When we were together,
your mother, little David . . .” he pounced itat me.

‘Who is little David?’

Borys picked up a cigarette, ‘I should not be smoking’
he apologised. ‘So they never told you? Typical of
them, dreamers, as always . . . | have to tell you now,
no? In few words, your mother’s first husband and their
sonwere . .. how you say it? e-x-t-e-r-m-i-n-a-t-e-d? By
Hitler's men.’

‘Oh that. | knew it. Except for the name’, | lied.
‘Sure?’
‘Sure.” | drank my tea.

. 'We had our dreams, you heard about our dreams?
Like the end of the War. To settle in Palestine, among
our people . . . Not many lived to see this miracle hap-
pen.’

"You believe in miracles?’ | felt numb, like when hit
hard. Bruises and pain were still to come.

His wife set the table. A tactful woman, but im-
possible to remember. She served some food. | wasn’t
hungry. | told them | failed my exams.

‘Big deal. | heard of bigger tragedies’, Borys of-
fered his sincere condolence.

‘Funny, so have l.’

"You should see our young people. They have their
studies disrupted by conscription all the time. It is much
harder for them and somehow they manage.’

‘I'll manage too.’

‘I am sure you will. You are your mother’s son after
all. And your father’s.’

A few days later, Negev. Whisked through in a
comfortable bus. Sand, sand, sand. Crazy rock forma-
tions. Stones — big and small, huge and tiny, but
stones everywhere. A few acres of cultivated land.
Green, as | have never seen green before. Even
greener, because the whole area around was so dull
and hostile.

Kibutzniks. Growing eucalyptuses in the sand of
the Negev.

I welcomed the gum trees and suddenly wanted to
go home.

But | stayed. | kept my eyes open. | made myself
see all. | wanted to chase away the image of my mother
and her little son. | wandered through the deeply buried
alleys of my labyrinthic self.

So when my parents argue, then stop when | ar-
rive, is my mother’s first life the cause? And when she
cries because of me, is her little boy the true reason?

Jerusalem again. Military Cemetery. Rows of
uniform graves, as if ready for inspection. Little varia-
tion in ages. From late teens to early twenties.

My contemporaries. Never to be heard, never to be
known. Only in minds of their people and mine.

Visiting friends, relatives. Constantly urged to
come back again. Endless cups of tea, endless advice,
endless hospitality. Greater in their small flats than in
our spacious houses. The tea always in tall glasses. A
custom which must have been initiated during Polish,
or Russian, winters, where a glass of tea meant to thaw
frozen insides and hands at the same time. How typical
of my parents’ friends, to carry on the tea ceremony in
the blasting climate of Israel. Why not beer instead?

Sonia with a wrinkled face, a dull husband, a funny
girlish smile, two sons in the army and the best honey
cake.

‘I believe you knew my parents in the Ghetto?’

‘Oh, yes. Your mother was the soul of our Literary
Evenings. She told you about it? You know?’

‘Yes, | was well briefed.’
No reference to little David.

‘Some people like going back to their past. | don't.
| rather look to the future. Unless you prefer to speak of
your parents as they were . . . Painful recollections.
Who needs them? You better tell me of them as they
are.’

No reference to mother’s first marriage.

The husband came to life only when | was leaving.
He wished me Shalom. Sonia insisted on walking me to
the bus stop, so we went down together.

"You want to see my roses? | want to show them to
you. Come, follow me.’

Tiny patch of dry sand and a few half dead bushes.

‘My husband wanted me to grow egg-plants. Prac-
tical. Maybe he was right. But once in a lifetime, |
wanted to do something . . . unpredictable, foolish,
beautiful . . . You like them?”

‘Sure | do.’

‘It took me a long time. Look, buds. If the. hamsirl1
leaves them alone, | will have my first flowers this year.

‘And if not?’

She stood there, looking from her roses to me,
smiling her funny smile. ‘I will start all over again. It's
the only way, no? For me the whole Israel is like my
garden. Hard to blossom, yet coming to bloom.’

Back on the plane. After stringent customs search.
All my trinkets turned inside out and then repacked effi-
ciently by a pretty apologetic girl.

Shalom, Shalom.

Tomorrow, home, tomorrow, my parents, and fac-
ing the future.

The roaring of jets. The stewardess serving food
on plastic plates, smiling her plastic smile. People
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queueing in front of toilets, or already stretched on
empty seats. Some listening to the piped music, or
drinking.

The view from my window is obstructed by a wing,
can’t see much. | lean in my seat. Images crowding my
solitude, as always. Keeping check on wing.

Clouds shift, like the mist over Kinnereth. Unear-
thly light where everything might be possible. Quiet,
only water rippling the surface. Sun penetrating, sen-
ding rays, sharpening lights, confusing shades.

Rounded Judean Hills, overlapping each other.
Bedouins in their keffiyehs, followed by women, all in
black and scores of children. One moment in full view,
next, nowhere to be seen.

Sometimes a man on a donkey and a herd neither
of goats nor of sheep. Must have been left by mistake
by Noah.

The empty wilderness.

And in the Negev | have seen shapes, ruins, open-
ings nobody else has seen, for my eyes have been
open.

The mystic wilderness.

Had my parents settled in Israel, where would |
have been? On the frosty slopes of the Golan Heights,
on the sandy banks of the Suez Canal, or another name
and age in the Military Cemetary?

Would | have walked hand in hand with my girl
through Jerusalem Museum, or rushed home for Sab-
bath with a bunch of flowers for my mother?

Would | have taken the windscreen wipers off my
car, just as a precaution, because at long last we were
nation with all kinds of people, standing on our own
feet, looking forward, so we must have our own thieves
too.

| slept again, ate again, thought again. Crossed a
dangerous zone between reality, reflections and
dreams. | dreamt of my mother’s shining knights turned
into greying shaky old men.

Let the weather be kind to Sonia’s sons and the

guns remain silent for ever, so the boys will return to
their mother’s roses.

Let the old people’s string bags never be empty.

And may there always be samovars next to
Yemenite hookahs.

Let the new projects grow, even if every door must
bear the name of the donor.

And let little David’s memory stay alive in archives
of Yad Vashem as a proof to those who dare to doubt
the mass genocide which took place in my Mother’s
War.

The plane started to descend. The wing is active
again, the jets screaming, or was it my inner voice?

| greeted the little boxes, the network of streets,
even the traffic, all growing in size. Closer, closer to the
ground.

We land on stable Australian soil. Home.

Customs, sliding doors opening then slarnming
shut. | catch sight of my beautiful mother and my
strong-headed father.

All clear. Going through.

‘Good to have you back, son, father's voice
vibrating. Mother all over me. Kissing, hugging. ‘Hi
mama.’

‘My son, My Ober Huhem,’ she heaves. ‘And how
was Israel?’

‘Itwas 0.K."

TRUTH AND ARTISTIC LICENCE

In the popular mind talent is incompatible with
wrong-doing. Talent is a gift from the gods and is,
therefore associated with wholesomeness. Hence the
tendency to overlook human weaknesses in talented
people. We also want to believe that they are less prone
to bigotry and prejudice and when unable to ignore a
display of bias, we try to rationalize it and look for ex-
cuses. With understanding and forbearance too, do we
treat deviations from veracity in works of art. This is
called making allowances for artistic licence. What
might otherwise be described as distortion (or worse)
becomes an ‘‘artistic truth’’, the latter presumably
transcending mere adherence to factuality. Artistic
licence is probably a good thing. Born out of a primor-
dial desire to escape the harsh realities of life and of the
need to appease the gods and induce them to intervene
on behalf of mortal man, artistic expression tended to
beautify and extol both the suppliant as well as the
benevolent spirit. Thus artistic licence came to imply
embellishment, addition of a touch of grace. With the

G. Goldberg

exception in the case of art of the absurd and propagan-
da ""art”, artistic licence does not cross a certain point.
It may embellish, it may present an exaggeration of ac-
tuality, but it cannot stand the truth on its head.

A skilfully written and produced play — ““Bent”
has recently completed a successful run in town. Itis a
play about homosexual love and the transformation of a
young cynic into a considerate human being. Were it
only that, one could agree with the experts that it is
good theatre. Unfortunately, the playwright has in-
troduced extraneous material which renders the play
obscene. Before even seeing the play, one was given a
jolt by the reviews. These mentioned briefly that the
main character, in order to receive better food in a con-
centration camp (the play is set in Germany, after the
Nazi rise to power) passes for a Jew. The jarring effect
of this sentence set off the brain’s protective
mechanism with all the usual evasive rationalizations.
The most acceptable was that the playwright, for some
reason, sketched a single episode in which the
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homosexual inmate on finding himself in a
predominantly Jewish group of prisoners, pretends to
be one of them in order to receive equal treatment at
the hands of their capo.

Having seen the play, | realised that the imposture
was not a minor feature of it, but rather a pivotal one.
The main character discards his prison jacket with a
pink triangle for one with a yellow star in order to
receive better treatment, not at the hands of Jewish in-

mates but from the S.S. and capos with black triangles
(habitual criminals).

What we know from eye-witnesses about the con-
centration camps, belies the plausibility of non-Jewish
prisoners (presumably sane) attempting to survive in
the guise of Jews. It is also an obvious untruth like that
should become such an inordinately important setting
fora play.

Itis difficult to explain what artistic merit is gained
by the introduction of a Jewish element into the play at
all (including the greedy Jewish landlord); how the in-
credible notion that Jews were given preferential treat-
ment helps to appreciate the real plight of homosexuals
in Nazi Germany, and whether the same dramatic effect
could not be achieved by making the main character
more plausibly pass for a thief or murderer, since this
category of prisoner by all accounts belonged to the
camp aristocracy.

There are some theatre goers who claimed that
maybe, in this or that camp (or section), Jews were
treated less harshly than homosexuals; that this or that
S.S. officer hated the latter more than the former; that
in the thirties (in which the play is set), before the Final
Solution was conceived, it was somehow different. But
it is beside the point. The play was written and is being
staged now, in the post-Auschwitz era. The use of
earlier sporadic incidents of more lenient treatment of
Jews (even if such could be confirmed), as the scenario
of a play set in Naziland, becomes in view of the
subsequent destruction of six million Jews, a perver-
sion of the truth as well as an artistic lie.

And then, the actor who portrayed the principal
characte_r in the local production confirmed unwittingly
the suspicion that ‘though this be artistic licence, yet
the is method in it'. He was quoted directly in a widely
circulated publication as having this to say about the
play: “I for one didn’t know homosexuals were treated
worse than Jews. I'm sure it's going to open many
peoples eyes."”’ According to the interviewer the actor
went on to say that . . . Max (the main character) tries

to convi'ng:e the regime that he’s a Jew, so he can have
more privileges . . .

These are the words coming down to us from the
lofty heights of Parnassus with the sound of authority
of a pronouncement ex cathedra, no less. There is no
nonsense here — none of that “artistic truth’’ and
"“dramatic effect”” stuff. It's the truth, in the everyday
sense of the word, and it's an eye-opener.

It could be argued (though not very convincingly)
that the actor does not necessarily reflect the
playwright’s views and intentions. it is enough,
however, that that's the way he perceives them, that
that’s the message that he, who portrayed the principal
character, received and the play manages to convey.
“Bent” is thus not merely a play which is making use of
artistic licence for dramatic effect. Under its theatrical
guise and in a subtle form it belongs to the genre of
history revising writings.

“Ikh bin in Tremblinke nit geven’’. But, as a Jew |
consider myself as one of those who by sheer accident
alone missed being there, and as such | prefer to look
for the truth about the Nazi camps to those who by
sheer fluke survived “‘Treblinka” rather than to a
playwright — however talented, or to an actor —
however skilful, neither of whom could possibly have
an inkling of what it meant being a Jew in Central
Europe during those fateful years, let alone in a Nazi
concentration camp.

Our forefathers erected a fence around the Torah.
Likewise, we the generation of contemporaries of the
Holocaust must erect a protective wall around its
history. Every breach, however small, in this dam must
be mended, lest the scum of revisionist distortion
covers the memory of the tragic events. At present, on-
ly the survivors are best qualified to prevent that from
happening.

"“Bent’’ may not appear to matter that much — the
enormity of the crime committed against our people is
not diminished by the suggestion that a Jew may have
received a less watery soup in camp. We know that
many of the victims of the Final Solution were taken to
the gas chambers directly from the cattle trucks,
without being registered as camp inmates, and, thus
without being given the opportunity to enjoy the
relative “‘benevolence’” of ‘‘poofter-bashing’” S.S. of-
ficers and food dealing capos.

We know that. But will those succeeding us, know
it, too?

No Jewish child or grandchild should ever have to
rely on a fictional piece of writing about any aspect of
the Holocaust for lack of recorded authentic survivors’
testimony.

For their sake let us keep the record straight.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

In 1978, Chaim Potok, popular author of four
earlier books (The Chosen, The Promise, My Name is
Asher Lev and In the Beginning), published his history
of the Jews entitled “Wanderings”. A handsome
volume, it tells of the Jewish people within the succes-
sion of civilisations that both harboured and oppressed

them — from Mesopotamia and Egypt, through Greece

and Rome, Islam and the medieval Christendom to the
modern secular world.

The book is scholarly and rich in detail, but not
above criticism. Below is printed an open letter to the
author by Mr. Felix Rosenbloom delineating one
notable shortcoming. (Ed.)
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Melbourne Chronicle ® August-September 1980




AN OPEN LETTER TO CHAIM POTOK

Dear Mr. Potok,

My name is Felix Rosenbloom. | am 58 and | have
been living in Melbourne, Australia, since January
1952.

| always enjoy reading the works of modern
American Jewish writers, yours among them. | have
read three of the four novels that you have written (the
fourth, The Promise, is unobtainable here) and enjoyed
them immensely. | consider you a gifted and exciting
novelist, with a fresh and original style, you know your
subjects intimately and write about them with great
feeling and warmth. No one could doubt your deep
knowledge of Jewish History and heritage, as well as of
the other great civilizations which have influenced the
progress of mankind.

Some time ago, | purchased a copy of your first
non-fiction book Wanderings, and hungrily commenc-
ed reading and admiring this very large volume. | feel
that the book is meticulously and painstakingly planned
and is magnificent as far as the narrative, design and il-
lustrations are concerned.

Nevertheless, | would like to take issue with you
about one particular aspect of your book, an aspect
that hurts me deeply and will undoubtedly hurt many
more. The passage in question is your treatment of the
Holocaust, the end of European Jewry.

In the first three books of the volume, you narrate,
very eloquently and in great detail, the story of the
Wanderings, from Sumer to the Promised Land;
through Egypt and the Exodus to Canaan with ensuing
Statehood and then exile to Babylonia; through
Classical Paganism, Islam and Christianity, towards
Secularism of the Modern Era.

In book IV, “Inside Modern Paganism’’ you con-
tinue to narrate absorbingly, although more hurriedly,
the story of the Modern Era. Within these last 64 pages
you manage to spin the gripping tale of Jewish life in
Europe.

Near the end, (p.377) you start to describe, with
great love and care, the story of Zionism. Beginning
with the ““Hibbat Zion”’, Pinsker then Herzl, you con-
tinue in great detail with the rise of political Zionism un-

til the Balfour Declaration and further developments un-
til 1939 (p.388). Altogether, this part takes you over ten
pages, out of which you allow seven for Theodor Herzl,
his road to Zionism and his search for support of his
idea among the wealthy and might of his time.

Immediately following, on page 388, is your
description of the Holocaust. It takes you the grand
total of seven lines — followed by four lines about
how your family reacted to that event. That is all the
space, Mr. Potok, that you have allowed in your large,
lovingly written and beautiful volume, for the six million
Jews who perished in Europe, during the Nazi era.

Please do not misunderstand me. Although | am
formally not a Zionist, | do love Israel, | do care for it
very much and will always support it. However, it is an
indisputable fact that the Great Powers in the United
Nations, granted lsrael's Nationhood in November
1947, partly as a “"Wiedergutmachung’’, for what they,
the world, felt was their co-responsibility for the six
million dead Jews.

Are you, perhaps ashamed to write about them
because they were the ‘“gentle Jews'’, in whom you do
not believe? Has it ever occurred to you, Mr. Potok,
that it was only an accident that you, personally were
not among those ‘‘gentle’” Jews? The simple fact is that
your parents were lucky to gain admission to the
U.S.A. They, the ““gentle’” ones, couldn’t manage to
get out of Europe between the Wars because the world
was closed to them, even Palestine under the British
Mandate.

In the Hagaddah we repeat every year: “‘Because
of what the Eternal did for me, when | came forth from
Egypt”’. Why don’t you and all the other Jews who
weren’t there, feel the same about the Holocaust? Is it,
perhaps too painful to write about the total passivity of
most of the American and English Jewry, during those
tragic years?

| do hope that my criticism does not offend you,
Mr. Potok. I'm sure that you owe an explanation to the
many thousands of ghetto and camp survivors, most of
whom have great respect for you as a person and ad-
mire your undoubted talent as a novelist.

Yours faithfully,
Felix Rosenbloom

THE DUNERA INTERNEES

| was amazed to read in Rabbi Dr. H. E. Blumen-
thal’s Letter published in the Melbourne Chronicle, of
June-July 1980 issue No. 3 (23), statements and
references to myself and to two of my books, also
quotes supposedly from them which do not even exist.
1) Blumenthal writes: *. . . Patkin . . . apparently suc-

ceeded in “putting over’’ Australian Jews that he

had been the founder of the Jewish Day School in

Melbourne . . ."”

On page 3 in my book “HERITAGE and TRADI-

TION’’, the first paragraph of Chapter 1, begins A
Jewish Day School was in existence in Melbourne

for thirty years, between 1862 and 1895 . . .”" That
school was founded 40 years before | was born.

If, however, Blumenthal refers to Mount Scopus
College, which opened its doors as a Day School
on February 7, 1949, | suggest he shall look at page
5, par. 6, of the same book, where he will find: “’In
November 1933, at a meeting of the lvriah Society
... lintroduced a resolution to start a Hebrew day
school . . ."”” In other words, it took almost 15%
years to bring the idea expressed in this (my)
resolution into reality.

How it happened and what transpired, Blumenthal
can find in the book itself if he will read it attentive-
ly. I still have in my possession a letter from Rabbi
Blumenthal, received from him on 9/1/1947
(quoted in my book on page 95) which reads in
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2)

3)
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part: ““. . . just as a ‘silent observer’ let me express
to you my sentiments of the idealistic tenacity of
purpose that marks your perseverance for a Jewish
Day School . . ."”

| still have all the documents, on the basis of
which “HERITAGE and TRADITION’ was written.

Referring to a review of my second book
“DUNERA INTERNEES"”, Blumenthal states inter
alia ”’. . . Mr. Warren Usden in the ‘Jerusalem Post’
of 21.12.1979, has written a devastating review of
the book depicting it as an altogether disappointing
‘Chronicle’ . .."”"

Rabbi Blumenthal does not care, apparently, to
realize that any reviewer has the right to express an
opinion and in case of Warren Usden’s review, the
latter writes in part: “’. . . Instead of presenting a
straightforward narrative, the author relies on
reprinting personal testimonies as the
statements often overlap and sometimes con-
tradict each other . . .”” This was the idea of writing
the book — to tell the personal impressions and
reactions of as many individuals as possible, be

they academics, artists, religious, atheists,
Ziopists, communists, young boys, old
businessmen, Rabbis, etc. etc., who spent

together two months on the hell-ship ““Dunera’’
and thenin camps, in Hay and Tatura, in Australia.

Rabbi Blumenthal, it seems to me, for reasons
known to himself, did not quote from Usden'’s
review: “’. . . Patkin deserves credit for highlighting
a little known episode of World War Il . . . crucial
observations are made but left unexplored, impor-
tant questions are suggested but left unanswered.
However, Benzion Patkin has earned our gratitude
for his personal efforts to free the internees."”’

| agree that many observations and important
questions about the Dunera and other episodes of
World War Il have yet to be explored and
answered.

Referring to release of internees to proceed to
Eretz Israel, Blumenthal states, inter alia: *. . . The
day after my release, | made my most urgent
business to solicit the aid of the various Jewish
authorities . . . to solve our problems . . . Although
| was personally in possession of a non-quota cer-
tificate for Eretz Israel . . . this prompted me . . .
after having secured promises for the first three
groups, to press the Zionist Federation to help ob-
tain certificates for the remaining group, albeit a
smaller fraction of less than 100 . . ."”

a) The smallest group to leave for Eretz Israel
numbered 13. It boarded the ship at Port
Melbourne on March 22, 1942.

b) The largest group numbered 37 men who
boarded the ship at Sydney after spending
some days at a camp in Liverpool (See pages

168-169). Altogether, about 150 internees
migrated to Eretz Israel between March 1942
and mid-1943.

c) Blumenthal did not obtain his release from in-
ternment until about March 1942, one year

4)

5)

6)

after | had already received certificates for as
many as wished to emigrate to Eretz Israel.
There was also the problem of shipping, ac-
commodation availability for civilian
passengers, as well as other difficulties. It
must be remembered, it was the worst period
of World War ll.

d) Any letters, cables, telephone calls, messages
sent or delivered to the Zionist Federation by
anyone from anywhere between March, 1941
and February, 1945 had to be sent to me
and/or received by me. No letter or any other
approach by Blumenthal about certificates for
migration to Eretz Israel was received by the
Zionist Federation at that period of time.

Rabbi Blumenthal accuses me of an attempt to
slander him and quotes a paragraph which does
not even appear in the book. It reads (in his letter):
“Rabbi Blumenthal misled the Jewish Community
and the internees by stating that no help would be
forthcoming.”’

Whilst | do not wish to enter into any cor-
respondence with Rabbi Blumenthal, | _wish
anyone to point out to me on which page in my
book appears the quoted sentence.

Rabbi Blumenthal remarks in the last paragraph of
his letter about: . . . Patkin's self-glorification . . .
whilst he has done nothing whatever regarding t_he
release and fate of the . . . former Dunera in-
ternees.”’

Whilst | never claimed having done much, little or
nothing, the answer was given by nearly 120 ex-
internees who live in Israel — some of thqse who
migrated there in 1942-1943 — when they filled one
hall at Beth Sokolow in Tel-Aviv, on Sunday,
December 23, 1979 where | was guest speaker.
Only those who are no more alive or very o[d and
sick could not come to the never-to-forget Mifgash
(Reunion). All bought my books. Rabbi Blumenthal
was also invited but did not come.

My last comment is that whilst Rabbi Blumenthal’s
letter is full of slanderous, defamatory and untrue
statements, | do not intend at present taking any
action against anyone. | wish, however, to point
out that my book THE DUNERA INTERNEES
(nearly 6000 copies) was practically sold out within
a short time after publication (September, 1979). A
couple of hundred copies are held by the
publishers for special orders.

Blumenthal may be interested to know that 6

newspapers in Israel, 23 newspapers and journals in
Australia and, at least 10 or 12 in England, Holland,
United States and elsewhere have serialised and/or
favorably reviewed the book. And in addition, | per-

sonally

received most complimentary letters and

telegrams from many parts of the world, including
Australia.

Yours faithfully,
BENZION PATKIN
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THE CLOWNS

by Shoshanna Keller Corrin

| sometimes wonder if it is possible to change one’s
character? Probably not. Perhaps modify, rather than
change? Temper your excesses of spirit, your wild en-
thusiasm, your impetuosity. But how to do all that
without destroying the poem in you? The yin and the
yang out of balance.

My destiny, inescapable. | don’t will it; it just hap-
pens. A clown in Bombay: when the elastic snapped as
the call was announced, ““Will all passengers travelling
to Rome on Flight 981 please board the aircraft.” So |
tied a knot. Lost my suitcase. Arrived in Rome clut-
ching my pants.

Tumble around the world’s arena. Trip over your
feet. Adjust your falling pants. Do a somersault. Grin.
Turn your bitterness into a joke. Be a good trouper;
entertain people; some will laugh with you. Forget the
others. Self pity is emotional blackmail. Effective
though, if you're a clown. In fact, it's expected of you.
Tears and laughter. The trembling lower lip, as appeal-
ing as a small child’s endearing smile emerging through
the tears. But maudlin in an adult; ridiculous. Unless
you are a professional clown.

How Joel laughed when | told him of my
discovery. How, after fifty years | suddenly realised that
| was a clown; had been a clown for most of my aduit
life without knowing it.

‘Stop it!” he said. ‘You're killing me! I'm not allow-
ed to laugh. I've just had my stitches out. It hurts to
laugh.’

| could see him on the telephone, holding his
stomach, covering the sutures protectively with one
arm.

‘|'ve got to go now,’ he laughed, and winced. Not
in revelation. He didn’t realise that | only wanted to
stretch out my hand across the wires to touch his
clown’s soul.

He, with the deep furrows along his cheeks and his
wide mouth and humorous eyes. |, with my nose. Two
clowns ought to recognise each other across the wires.
Even if it's out of professional camaraderie. Recognise
the space between the trapeze swings, the grit in the
sand as we tumble, the laughter of the crowds, the
smell of greasepaint with which we mask ourselves.

He walks out into the garden, picks an overblown
rose, plucks its drying petals, dropping them along the
footpath as he saunters down the long silent street.
Remembering his entertaining days, the smart women,
the perfumes, the bars in foreign ports. Blue Moon and
Summertime. The Rabbi act: dinner jacket worn back
to front and a borrowed Homburg. Flicking the lead,
metres of it, like a lariat about his prancing feet, holding
the microphone with his other hand. And the laughter.
And the clapping.

And the emptiness after the trip when there were
no more ships. The space between the last peak on the
chart and the zero dive into despair, until the angel ap-
peared in white muslin, standing there under the mar-
quee.

Then the space closed in, shrank around your con-
tracting heart and you said, ‘This woman is mine. This
is my Eve. This, my garden.’

So they gathered the fruit and laughed while the
birds circled above their heads, and they sank their
teeth into the peaches and apples and plums until the
trees were bare in the winter when the space came
back, and you felt like a clown after the show when the
crowds have departed, and you face the mirror as you
wipe off the paint.

“You fool,” you say. ‘You clown. How could you
believe in miracles? In a Garden of Eden with no
serpents. In everlasting summer with no nimbus clouds
to darken the skies of your hopes?’

You innocent child, | weep for you as | weep for
myself, for my lost childhood, for my dreams. But you
know that there’s got to be winter before the spring and
the buds, before the summer and the fruit and the filling
iq of the wide deep space. It's a part of the game, the
circus game.

Imago

The face in the figured ground, familiar sensual face,
faun angel from some Leonardo corner,

eyes side-long, damp tendrils of hair twining

to take me,

| see you, familiar and feared,

an ordinary angel, masked

as my daemon, unaware and smiling.

| meet you, you don’t know me, gentle, uncomplicated,
liking me, not recognising

what | expect from that disguise you wear.

Whichis? | don't know. | am afraid of you,

of your complicity, in pact

to tear the feathers from those angel wings

and sly-eyed sink the spiritin the flesh.

But wings . . . Their weight and spreading

at my shoulder,

ready to launch myself on Heaven . . . Yet| sway,
I'll lose my footing if | learn to fly.

Cry

Angels ineffable, | call your names,
Azrael, Michael, Raphael.
He has need of your wings about him.

To shelter against knives, rigors, vomit,
the wise physicians,
denials, the iron, the unction.

Dark feathered hide the abyss.
Pull Death over his head
warm, like a mother’'s womb.

Barbara Giles
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Yom Kippur

Alone

with guilt and puzzled mind
she sat

and wondered why she felt
confused and strange
alone

with guilt

atall.

Every year this day came round
And every year she sat with mother
listening — she listened.

The clothes were new

The words the same

The faces holding back emotion
just as though a smile would
give hypocrisy away.

And then outside the hungry ones
Complaining that the day was slow

Who do you fast for anyway?

That's what she’d like to know.

She felt alone with what she felt

and showed her feelings openly

For the hundreds who denied theirs
were so dutiful and sad.

Guilt-ridden they protected children,
told them they must fear and ask
forgiveness for their thoughtlessness,

their lack of tact, respect forelders . . .

Can you tell a child you're right?
You — projecting disillusion
You — who cannot free yourself

From hang-ups long implanted there . . .

How many can respect the children
Born into a different time

With ideas that are not the same
Thank G-d?

Karen Marisa Cohen

And down below her father praying
brothers praying
strangers praying
Well, she wonders, which one gives
a thought to what he's saying?

Around her ladies talked
Then they reclined to cast a solemn face

As though this were the way they should appear

upon this day.

Alone

she thought about religion

No more guilty for her thoughts
and eager to express herself

to those with open minds.

And those who couldn’t cope
with confrontation

would just block her out
would never think of reasons
for the empty seat they saw.

Judgmental they would peer across
tutt-tutting at the vacancy
condemning what now threatened them
condemning

without trial.

And pity was expressed
towards the mother

trying hard

pretending

no

she didn’t hear them scorn
in whispers

of rejection.

Alone

with guilt and puzzled mind
she sat

and wondered why she felt
confused and strange
alone

with guilt

atall.
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burlon hosiery pty. Itd.

MANUFACTURERS OF MEN'S, LADIES’ AND CHILDREN’S SOCKS
408 LYGON STREET, EAST BRUNSWICK, VIC. 3057
Telephone: 387 1433

Our firm extends best wishes to all our customers, friends and relatives, for the
New Year.

Haross Press

COMMERCIAL & COLOUR PRINTERS

SPRMWIINN
SM2IPINT PR NN F0N0

232-234 HIGH STREET,
NORTHCOTE, VIC. 3070

Best wishes to all our customers,
friends and relatives, for the New Year.

bachelor’

modern clothes for men

RETAIL DIVISION OF SIX LITTLE TAILORS PTY. LTD.

231-233 bourke st.,
melbourne, 3000
phone: 63 3183

Best wishes to all our customers for a happy
and prosperous New Year.
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UNITED CARPET MILLS PTY. LTD.

Manufacturers of

HIGH QUALITY TUFTED BROADLOOM,
AXMINSTER, WILTON

5 AUSTRAL AVENUE, PRESTON, VIC., 3072
Telephone: 480 1333

M. RECHT
ACCESSORIES

TRIMMING FOR THE CLOTHING TRADE
126-132 FLINDERS LANE, MELBOURNE, VIC. 3000
Telephone: 63-7457, 63-8583

w

HAPPY NEW YEAR
to
FRIENDS and CUSTOMERS

S. ERLICH

PTY. LTD.

IMPORTERS « MANUFACTURERS
DISTRIBUTORS

FOOTWEAR

563 VICTORIA STREET,
ABBOTSFORD, VIC. 3067
Telephone: 42-0758
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ROBERT REX

MEN’S OVERCOATS

Makers of High Quality,
Hand Tailored Men's
Wool Top Coats and Raincoats

4th Floor, 360 Little Bourke Street,
Melbourne
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PHONES: 380-5723; 380-8776

), | BON-FOOD COMPANY

l PTY. LTD.

G. WEINBERG
MANAGING DIRECTOR

51 WESTON STREET, BRUNSWICK, VIC. 3056
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA A.H. 53-5477
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Goldys

COFFEE LOUNGE and RESTAURANT
CONTINENTAL MEALS SERVED

212 LITTLE COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE, 3000
For bookings phone: 63-1034
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The Commercial Bank of Australia Limited

The CBA extends greetings to all Jewish Clients and the whole Jewish
community on the occasion of the Jewish New Year 5741.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DAVID KEYS
DISTRIBUTORS

REGISTERED OFFICE
522 CHURCH STREET RICHMOND, 3121

P.0. BOX 171, RICHMOND, 3121

Our firm wishes all our Clients a
Happy and Prosperous New Year.
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