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Australasian Jewish Students and
Confest '81: Setting a Stake in
the Future

Serge Liberman

It is gratifying indeed to record the advent of an
innovative forward-looking programme initiated by the
Australasian  Union of Jewish Students. This
programme has adopted the name of Confest ‘81 and is
the annual AUJS-Hillel Summer Conference. What is
different about this conference from those of previous
years is its emphasis — namely, active involvement
with the arts.

To quote the students themselves, Confest is a joyous
celebration of Jewish creativity in the arts. It is about
learning and experiencing and understanding the world
of Jewish culture. It aims to allow Jewish students to
discover how rich and vibrant the arts can be. Confest
is music; it is talking and discussing with writers,
painters, novelists and sculptors; it is the performing
arts — ballet, dance, drama; it is the bringing together
of 25 artists, writers, poets, sculptors, academics,
actors, dancers and musicians from around Australia
and overseas.

Among these artists are Chaim Potok, Felix Werder,
Louis Kahan, Jack Koskie, Nancy Keesing, Stan Marks,
John Bluthal and Professor Takamitsu Muraoka who
will participate in debate, panel discussions, lectures
and performances in their special fields and, more
important, will guide and advise students with ability in
the active personal — and this is the vital word,
personal, participation in the arts.

An ambitious project? Yes. A brittle project? Also yes.
A necessary project? Yes again. And again.

That the whole idea emerges from the students
themselves (rather than being imposed from “‘above’’)
is heartening in the first place. That they have remained
undaunted by the magnitude of the task — the
harnessing of so many personalities to one specific
place for one specified period — is to restore, if ever it
flagged, faith both in the tenacity of the students and in
their sense of priorities. For the arts do merit high
priority, no less than — and here one may be accused
of being naive or provocative or blinkered — communal
organisational activities through, for example, the
Executive Council of Australian Jewry or the various
State Boards of Deputies, no less than social and fund-
raising activities as through B’nai B’rith or WIZO, no
less than Jewish education either in the Jewish day-
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schools or under the auspices of the United Jewish
Education Boards, no less even than congregational
activities through the synagogues. This is not to
minimise the importance of any of these institutions but
to raise the arts to a greater parity with them. For the
arts — culture in the widest creative sense — engaged
in on a personal level have an immense potential to
foster and consolidate one’s personal identity and one’s
identification with the broader Jewish community,
once again no less than any of the other more social,
political, religious activities in the Australian
community. The arts are complementary to these other
activities; they add a dimension of depth to a society,
and what that society writes, thinks, paints, composes
often tells more enduringly how vibrant and viable — or
stagnant and fading — that society is than the number
of dollars that has been raised in this or that other cause
or how many children attend Jewish schools or how
many Jews have been Governor-Generals or mayors or
Members of Parliament or advisers to government
ministers.

There is no heresy in any of this. Nor in what is to
follow.
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If there are few Jewish-born artists in Australia who
have created works dealing with ““Jewish’’ problems,
characters and experiences from within, as it were, as,
for example, Malamud, Roth and Potok in the United
States or Dan Jacobson (originally from South Africa)
and Chaim Bermant in England, a large measure of the
blame must be laid upon the values and pressures
inherent within the Jewish community which have been
inimical or indifferent to the encouragement of such
activity within its ranks. One is reminded of Morris
Lurie’s introduction to his ‘“Hackwork’’ and of Judah
Waten’s “Well, What Do You Say To My Boy?"”
(particularly of the father in the latter) in which to want
to write is something of an aberration. "My son, the
sculptor; my daughter, the coloratura’ are scarcely as
koved — or naches-bringing as “’my son, the lawyer;
my daughter, the teacher”’, the same applying no less
to sons- and daughters-in-law. Also, which parent
wants to see his/her offspring ““for whom | have
worked my fingers to the bone’”” in a weatherboard
house or a flat, struggling over a sentence or a canvas
— enterprises fraught with more failure than success
and capriciously subject to chance and taste — when
the faculties of universities and colleges offer the
possibility of social standing, solid brick, double
storeys, and those other visible and tangible
appurtenances of success in the form of swimming
pools, private tennis courts, trips abroad, etc, etc, etc?
And which Jewish school, dependent on the parents’
purse, would dare to risk lower pass or honours rates in
favour of music appreciation and performance, or more
art and sculpture classes or internal creative writing
workshops conducted by paid qualified people
themselves involved in creative activity? Hundreds of
hours each year will be spent on Rashi in the schools,
thousands of dollars allocated for the purchase of
computers or the equipping of science laboratories and
sporting venues, yet how little is directed towards the

cultivation of the creative arts in Jewish schools — to
that Cinderella of education. The use of computers in
schools or the study of Rashi is not questioned here for
a moment. The age of booming technology demands a
knowledge of computer science; a rounded Jewish
education ought to incorporate Rashi and all that
biblical and Talmudic exegesis imply. What is argued
for is a modified perspective of education where the
academic is more evenly balanced with the creative,
where the mind is moulded along with the sensitivity
and the sensibility required by art, where creativity is
seen as something that not other people’s sons and
daughters engage in but as something to be nurtured in
one’s own children from their earliest years through to
their maturity. With pride amounting at times to
gloating or smugness, we point to this artist or that
composer or that writer and claim him as our own (i.e.
Jewish) — even if we are totally ignorant of his work —
but perish the thought that one’s own child should
follow as insecure and chancy a course.

Given this, it is all the more meritorious of the students
that they should be aware of that missing dimension in
their regular education. It is to their credit that they
should seek in a positive way to rectify the omission and
to make the pursuit of the plastic, musical and verbal
arts not activities for eccentrics or special people but of
well-adjusted everyday individuals who have been
sensitised here to look into depths of feeling and
thought within, as it were, the creative soul.

There remain here two wishes to be expressed. First,
that Confest succeeds in creating artistic ferment at its
conference, and, second, and, more importantly, that
the ferment is then carried into the everyday lives and
activities of the participants well beyond that “’joyous’’
week in February.

The students themselves may not see it in this light, but
Confest is an investment in the future.

STATUS OF JERUSALEM

By Israel Knox

Admittedly Jerusalem is holy to three faiths:
,luctlﬁlsm, Christianity, Islam. But it is not holy to them
In the same way and to the same degree. In Islam
&”twatixjs accorded Mecca and Medina, and Jerusalem
the iirs':rd holy city. The warrant for it is to be found in
"glorified\ﬁerse of Su.ra (chapter) 17 of the Koran:
Inviolabi PF who carried his servant by night from the
Worshi A .?ﬁe of Worship to the Far Distant Place of
“Far Di%ta t Pe Inviolable Place” is Mecca and the
ried his Sen le,',ce Is Jerusalem; the phrase — ‘‘car-
bl vant” — refers to Mohammed's journey to
fror & M on the back of his winged horse, and it is

e Temp|e M ’

throne of Allah, of the Almigne .~ 00 t© 10 oY

Hebron (southwest of i
Jerusalem) is also holy for
Islam because Abraharn, the first of the patriarchs was

2
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buried in the cave of Machpelah near Hebron. Abraham
had two sons, Isaac and Ishmael, and Arabs regard
themselves as the descendants of Ishmael. However,
without denigrating Islam’s religious interest in
Jerusalem and surely without deriding it, the fact re-
mains that Jerusalem is the third holy city for Islam,
although the magnificent Mosque of Omar is located
there.

For Judaism and Christianity all of what was
formerly called Palestine (the name given it by the
Greeks and Romans) is the Holy Land. For Islam the
Holy Land is Arabia, wherein Mecca and Medina are
located, and its most sacred object is the Kaaba, which
contains the black rock, believed by Moslems to have
been given by the archangel Gabriel to Abraham, and
which is the object of annual pilgrimage.
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Itis easy to understand why Jerusalem should be a
holy city for Christianity and Palestine the Holy Land.
According to the oldest tradition Jesus was a native of
Nazareth of Galilee (Mark 1:9 and VI:1), and the later
legend of his birth in Bethlehem was the result of the
dogmatic interpretation of the ‘“Old Testament’’ (for
Jews, the Hebrew Scriptures) as adumbrating the ad-
vent of Jesus as the Messiah. Bethlehem is famous for
the grave of Rachel but more significantly for the birth
in it of David, and the Messiah was to be of the seed of
David. The basis for the legend is a verse in Micah
(V:2): “But thou, Bethlehem Ephrata, though thou be
little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee
shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel.”
Although the verse does not correspond to the actuality
— Jesus was not a ruler in Israel — the dogmatic inter-
pretation held it to be a fulfillment of prophecy.

And Jerusalem was holy because Jesus consum-
mated his ministry there and it was there that his
sacrificial death occurred as a vicarious atonement — in
Christian belief — for the sins of all mankind and
specifically for the Original Sin, the disobedience of
Adam and Eve. There are churches, monasteries and
shrines in Jerusalem which date back many centuries,
and the Via Dolorosa — in Christian belief — the road
from the Mount of Olives to Golgotha over which Jesus
passed on his way to be crucified. Thus quite plausibly
Jerusalemis a Holy City for Christianity.

Yet it is also true that for Catholicism Rome is the
sacred centre, and is the home of the Pope as Bishop of
Rome, and upon its ground the Vatican is situated. The
role of Constantinople in Eastern Orthodoxy is not com-
parable to that of Rome in Catholicism, but the
Ecumenical Patriarch still resides in Constantinople (the
name was changed to Istanbul in 1930), and the beginn-
ings and rise of Orthodoxy are linked with it. As for Pro-
testantism, there is no city to ‘‘compete’” with
Jerusalem. But the emergence of Protestantism, and its
flowering, was contemporaneous with the growth and
affirmation of modern nationalism, and Jerusalem was
now an abstraction, a Holy City in the New Testament,
a holy city in a sacred book.

_ For Judaism — and Jews — Jerusalem is a holy
city not only theologically but existentially. It was the ci-
ty that David established as the capital of his Kingdom,
and where Solomon erected the Temple, and the
history of the Jews in the First Commonwealth (to 586
B.C.E.) and in the Second Commonwealth (to 70 C.E.)
is inseparable from it. And after the destruction of the
Second Commonwealth it endured in their hearts and
minds as a memory never to be forgotten, as a presence
in all their wanderings, as a hope for its restoration
never to be abandoned. Even before Christianity, and
long before Islam came into being, the Psalmist
declared:

If | forget thee, O Jerusalem,

Let my right hand forget her cunning.

Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth
If | remember thee not;

If | set not Jerusalem

Above my chiefest joy (137:5, 6)

And Jews did not forget. In their prayers they turn-
ed toward Jerusalem, and never ceased to avow: Next
year in Jerusalem. It was their ‘‘chiefest joy’’ in death as
well as in life. To be interred with a little bit of earth in
their graves from Eretz Yisroel, and particularly from
Yerushalayim, was the devoutest wish of Jews, worthy
of all sacrifices. In Peretz’s beautiful story ““Three Gifts"
there is an episode wherein a Jew gives up his life as he
holds on to a simple wooden box which thieves, think-
ing that it is full of precious gems and jewels, try to
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seize from him, only to discover on opening that it con-
tains earth, just plain, ordinary earth. How were they to
know that it was earth from Jerusalem? How were they
to know what Jerusalem meant for a Jew, that it was to
be his ““chiefest joy’’?

The people and nations that adopted Christianity
took it ready-made from another culture and tradition,
and their histories as nations have no relation to
Jerusalem. The Jewish people as a nation and a people
has its roots in Eretz Yisroel, and its grandeur and its
agony for a thousand years were played out on the soil
of Jerusalem, and for almost two thousand years Jews
everywhere cherished the longing and the love for
Jerusalem.

Devotion to Jerusalem does not contradict
Judaism'’s orientation toward time rather than space.
The decalogue sanctifies time, a day — the Sabbath —
not a place. It is not geography, monuments in space,
but great events, moments in history, that Judaism
celebrates. Jerusalem was rendered holy not by might
but by the vision of the Prophets, because in its gates
the ideals of social justice and righteousness were ex-
tolled as nowhere else; and the promise was not that
Jerusalem was to be the citadel and crown of an im-
pregnable empire, but that “‘out of Zion shall go forth
Torah and the word of God out of Jerusalem’ (“of
Torah’’, that is, of learning and wisdom and moral
discipline, and ““the word of God", that is, the concept
of ethical monotheism, of universal brotherhood).

It was in Jerusalem that Isaiah proclaimed, as if he
were speaking to us, of our day: “'In that day there shall
be a highway from Egypt to Assyria . . . In that day shall
Israel be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, a bless-
ing in the midst of the earth . . ."" (23, 24). The realm of
value, the kingdom of spirit, transcends geography and
is not for a season in time, but as Abraham Joshua
Heschel tells us: ““Yet for the spirit of Jerusalem to be
everywhere, Jerusalem must first be somewhere.”

A Jewish land without Jerusalem is mockery, and
Christianity and Islam should not want, out of respect
for history, to sever Jerusalem from lIsrael, to divide
what is now a united Jerusalem. It is in this Jerusalem
that the holy places of Islam, Christianity and Judaism
are inviolate, for the first time in many centuries, are
completely under the jurisdiction of the various
denominations, sovereign within their limits. May
14,1980 (on the Jewish calendar: 28 lyar, 5740) marked
the thirteenth anniversary of the reunited Jerusalem.
The name Jerusalem denotes ‘‘city of peace” or
“possession of peace’’. May there be peace in
Jerusalem, in the Middle East, in the whole world in our
day.

The “Melbourne Chronicle” —
Subscription Form

Name
Address
Postcode

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: $6 for 1 year (6 Issues)

Please send remittance to:
“Kadimah’, 7 Selwyn St., Victoria, 3185
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Seventy Years of Yiddish Theatre in Melbourne (1909-1979) — (part 2)

It was after this second production that Weisberg
brought to Australia his brother-in-law Reuben Finkel-
stein and his wife from Buenos Aires together with their
children, three daughters and a son. In time, the whole
Finkelstein family was to perform in Yiddish theatre.
Their first play together was ““Holy Sabbath’’ staged on
the 26th of June 1911 and performed five or six times.

For some time, Weisberg worked together with the
Finkelsteins but later they parted company over
disagreement on the question of repertoire. Weisberg,
an ardent follower of Jacob Gordin, held that above all
they had to present Gordin’s works before the public.
Finkelstein was less particular.

Reuben Finkelstein

NOW,_the question of repertoire was not merely an
academic one. To appreciate this, one needs to digress
briefly to the American Yiddish theatre scene. There,
until the 1890's, apart from the homely, folkloristic,
tradition-bound works of Goldfaden, the Yiddish stage
was dominated by what Irving Howe calls “shund’’ or

:g;&‘)’ing Howe: World of Qur Fathers (Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich

Other sources:

Articles on Yiddish theatre by Chaim Rozenstein in the Second and

Thi NS h
dg'r:()j Australian-Jewish Almanacs 1942 and 1967 respectively (in Yid-

The.AustraIian Jewish Herald
Kadimah annual reports.
I. Taub: Samuel Weisberg — The Grandfather of Yiddish Theatre in

Australia in “’Melbourne Blete’’ (** o) P
tion)No‘4July1976,ne ete”” (““Melbourne Chronicle” — Yiddish sec-
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Nathan Ginter

trash. These were in the main hack pieces, usually
naive mixtures of historical pageantry, topical
references, family melodramas and musical comedies,
pieces written in a matter of days, often mere sketches
comprising a central situation and set speeches left to
the actors on the stage to pad out with asides and free
ad-libbing, plays that were either crude adaptations
from Russian and German nineteenth-century drama
sprinkled with incongruous homely Jewish touches or
bombastic and wildly inaccurate renderings of Jewish
history depicting the lives and heroics of such figures as
Joseph, King Solomon, Judas Macabbeus and Bar
Kochba. In these, there was a surfeit of burlesque, tom-
foolery, clownishness and degeneracy, and the theatre
was less a vehicle for the play than for personalities
such as the legendary Jacob Adler and Boris Tomashef-
sky to display their charismatic talents. As one critic
and playwright, Leon Kobrin, wrote: The theatre was a
place where ““clowns and comedians with glued-on
beards and earlocks, sometimes in long coats but main-
ly in royal robes with tin swords and crowns of gold
paper declaimed at the top of their lungs”’.

The quest for a better theatre in the 1890’s produc-
ed Jacob Gordin who saw Yiddish theatre at that time
as vulgar, false and immoral. He was the model of an
enlightened Jewish intellectual imbued with Tolstoyan
idealism, and intent upon lifting the masses out of
superstition into culture. For almost two decades, from
1891 with his first play ““Siberia’’ until his death in 1909,
he was a central presence in Yiddish theatre, a man try-
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ing to _make' Yi_ddish theatre like other theatres and
grounding Yiddish drama in the soil of common life,
translating and adapting the works of Hugo, Ibsen,
Gogol and Shakespeare, bringing discipline to a stage
too commonly marked by high jinks and chaos, in-
sisting on strict adherence to scripts, limiting the use of
ad-lib and attempting to create a system of painstaking
reheqrsals. Several of his plays, which bore the tag of
“realism’’, became standard in the Yiddish repertoire;
for example, “The Jewish King Lear", where an old and
wealthy Jewish father makes the same mistake with his
daughters that Shakespeare’s Lear made long before,
and I’I'ereI.e Efros”, also called "“The Jewish Queen
Lear” again telling of the ingratitude of children
towards their elders, and “God, Man and Devil”’, a
reworking of the Faust story in which Hershele, a poor
weaver, buys a lottery ticket from a salesman (the devil
in disguise), becomes a manufacturer and a cruel
sweater of labor and in the end, murmuring that “‘man
is like vapor that rises to the clouds and vanishes"
hangs himself in remorse.

These, then, were the kind of plays over which
Weisberg and Finkelstein parted comgan\;/. In the years
1911 to 1914, Weisberg staged a series of Gordin's
playsl,l tblese being “The Jewish King Lear”, ‘‘Mirele
Efros , "“Chasye the Orphan’’, “’Kreutzer Sonata’’ and
‘The Massacre”, all of which were performed several
times. Later productions of Weisberg were, among
others, “‘Herzele Meuches", Joseph Lateiner's “‘Don
Judah Abrabanel”, “The Converted Priest’”, ‘“The
Golden Land”, ““Bar Kochba'’, ““The Sacrifice of Isaac”’
and Goldfaden’s “’Shulamis”. He finally gave up active
theatre activities around 1915. In the seven years under
his direction, the most active stars performing with him
were Solomon Mendelssohn, Berensohn, Horowitz and
H_msy as well as the Finkelsteins. He was also aided in
his attempt to assert the superior Gordin repertoire in
Melbqurne by a young actor named David Reitzin, who
was bxlltle,d as ““the chief star of the leading American
theatres™. Reitzin was later to become Finkelstein’s
son-in-law. A large number of the plays which
Weisberg staged and in which, even after his formal
retirement, he performed were in support of the local
Jewish schools and other cultural institutions.

Samuel Weisberg is rightly regarded as the grand-
father of Yiddish theatre in Australia. His activities here
were the stimulus to the development of other Jewish
cultural institutions in the community, among which
the “Kadimah” has already been mentioned. He was,
by occupation, a hairdresser, situated at 110
Rathdowne St., Carlton, and died on the 27th
November 1943 in his eighty-third year.

His brother-in-law Reuben Finkelstein had his own
approach to theatre. Not too particular about reper-
toire, he also manipulated the actual plays according to
his own sights. He gave them different names from the
original, declared himself the author of a series of
pieces which the public knew were not his, or perform-
ed familiar but ostensibly modified pieces in the name
of utterly fictitious authors. As an actor, he permitted
himself a series of liberties in order to draw public atten-
tion continually to himself. If all this be thought to be
charlatanism or an idiosyncrasy, let it be known that he
was merely imitating a long-standing tendency on the
American Yiddish stage where actors and directors
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alike modified the written piece, mangled it sometimes
beyond recognition, deleted scenes, added others and
took liberties against which Finkelstein’s efforts were
pale mimicry. Finkelstein’s wife, on the other hand, was
a plain, modest woman, a talented actress in her own
right who, nurturing a serious approach to theatre, con-
tinually demanded — fruitlessly, it would appear —
from her vain husband more integrity and responsibility
both as an actor and as stage manager.

Between the years 1911 and 1915 the Finkelstein
troupe performed a mixture of hack-works, though also
of artistically sounder pieces. Alongside Goldfaden’s
“Shulamis’’, one sees Lateiner's pretentious “Alex-
ander, Crown Prince of Jerusalem”; also against
Goldfaden’s ““Grandmother Yanke”, one finds grand
pieces such as “King Ahasuerus’’ and Leiner’'s “’Uriel
Acosta’’. Also staged were ‘“Hannele the Convert” (or
“Tate-Mame Tsores’’), “The Sailor in Danger”,
“yossele Miker” and Sharkanski’'s ‘Kol Nidrei”. In
1912, the actor Mendelssohn in the capacity of im-
pressario brought the Finkelstein troupe together with
David Raitzin to Sydney where they performed La-
teiner's ‘Alexander’’ and Goldfaden’s ““Shulamis” and
"Grandmother Yanke”. Each of these was staged
twice; each proved to be a financial disaster, and
Mendelssohn ceased his work as impressario.
However, the troupe remained in Sydney for a while
and played on its own account. Later, it travelled to
Perth and, it is believed, to several smaller states.

During the war vyears, Finkelstein repeated a
number of his productions. An amateur group perform-
ed "“Dos Pintele Yid" (awkwardly translated as ““The
Quintessential Jew’’), which Irving Howe describes as
"a piece of sentimental clap-trap’’, and even Weisberg,
together with Mendelssohn and some amateurs, staged
“The Jewish King Lear’” for the benefit of the Bikur
Holim Society. Nearly all plays were performed on
week-nights, mainly Mondays, as it was virtually im-
possible to hire a suitable hall for Saturday nights.

Between the end of World War | and 1925, there
was a hiatus in Yiddish theatre activity in Melbourne.
The professional actors went over to other occupa-
tions. Yiddish theatre could not offer sufficient material
sustenance. Immigration was virtually at a standstill and
to keep repeating the same repertoire of plays for such
a small community became impossible. There were
some pieces performed, but relatively few.

In 1925, however, there was a new upsurgée In
Melbourne theatre activity. The two most active groups
performing in Yiddish were the ""Kadimah Dramatic
Group” and the ‘“Yiddishe Bineh”. (The Kadimah
Group underwent about six changes of name N
subsequent years, but in 1941 once more regained its
original title of the ““Kadimah Dramatic Group'’). More
exciting than the mere upsurge of theatrical activity was
the maturing, the coming of age, the increasing
sophistication of the plays presented. The first Kadimah
performance, on 5th October 1925, was Sholom
Aleichem’s domestic drama ‘‘Scattered and
Dispersed”’. In 1926, through the efforts of a Mr.
Shechtov who had just arrived from Poland, a series of
one-act plays were staged: ““The World to Come'’ and
“’Only a Doctor’’ by Sholom Aleichem as well as David
Pinski's “To Each His Own God” and Peretz Hirsh-
bein's ‘“Green Fields'', the last a romantic-comic
pastoral in which a pious young man is cozily absorbed
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into a not-so-pious rural Jewish community, a charm-
ing, relaxed, pleasant piece that has kept its bloom, a
piece as remote from the burlesque of ‘’shund’’ as it is
from the realism, sometimes too serious, of Jacob Gor-
din or the later Asch and H. Leivick.

In March 1927, there came to Melbourne the artist
Jacob Ginter who had, behind him, many years of pro-
fessional theatre-work in Poland. His first production in
Melbourne with the Kadimah Dramatic Circle as it was
then called was Sholom Aleichem’s “Tevye the
Milkman™. In the same vyear, the Circle performed
David Pinski's ““Yankel the Blacksmith’’ in which the
lure of the flesh is dramatised in all its intensity and Gor-
din’s ““The Stranger”. In the years that followed, Yid-
dish theatre attained a still higher sophistication with
the amalgamation of the Kadimah Circle and the Yid-
dishe Bineh and with the extension of the repertoire to
include, among other plays, Hirshbein’s “The
Blacksmith’s Daughter’’, Gordin’s ‘“God, Man and
Devil”, “’Shlunke the Charlatan”” and ““Mirele Efros”,
Berkovitch’s “’From the Other World’’, David Pinski's
“The Mother”’, Sholom Aleichem’s “‘The Great Lottery
Win"" and “’It's Hard to be a Jew’’, and Sholom Asch’s
“The Landsmen”, “God of Vengeance’’ and ““Uncle
Moses" (dramatised by Pinchas Goldhar).

For many years the chairman of the “Yiddishe
Bineh", Jacob Ginter initiated the trend to have all
playbills printed in Yiddish and English and not, as had
been done until then, all-English except for the title of
the play which was printed in Yiddish. To do that was
difficult, as there did not yet exist a printing firm that
could print in Yiddish. Only one English printer, an
elderly man named Ford, a non-Jew, possessed some
Yiddish lettering. After much error and confusion in the
type-setting by the printer, Ginter virtually had to roll up
his own sleeves and set out the playbill. Ford’s was for
many years the only place in Melbourne and probably in
Australia where the printed Yiddish word could see the
light of day. This was due, it was believed, to old Ford's
weakness and affection for Yiddish; else he would not
have trouble_d so much with the little Yiddish printing
that he received. It was through him that the Yiddish
word was enabled to be printed in Australia. It is also of
note that it was largely as a result of the needs of Yid-
dish theatre that Yiddish was, at first, printed at all.

In 1936, Jacob Ginter's brother, Nathan, also a
professional actor, arrived from Buenos Aires. Together
with the Kadimah Dramatic Stage Union (note the new
name), he acted in Sholom Asch’s ‘“Mottke the Thief"
as well as in an artistic programme. Of Nathan Ginter,

the Australian Jewish Herald of 31st March 1938 had
this to say:

""He lives his part almost forgetting his real
self. There is not a moment of stillness with him
on the stage, silent or speaking, asleep or awake,
according to the design of the part he always acts
and acts artistically’” while Sarah Ginter, his wife,
the same critic Aaron Patkin wrote in another
Issue, Is “‘an actress with feeling, who possesses
a deep sense of stage craftsmanship”’.

b In that year, 1936, Israel Rotman produced Gor-
din’s  “Kreutzer Sonata”, Fraiman's ‘‘The Blind
Painter’” and Asch’s ““With the Stream’’, while in 1937
he also staged ‘The Jewish King Lear"".
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Nineteen thirty-seven, which saw the death of
Reuben Finkelstein, also saw the arrival of Abraham
Braizblatt, then a young folk-singer and recitalist from
Warsaw. He performed in two concerts of song and
recitations and at the invitation of “The Kadimah Yid-
dish Theatre Corner”’, staged a revue ‘‘From Beyond
the Sea”, followed by B. Orlanski’s social drama
“Blood”’, another revue “Of All That Is Good”,
Goldfaden’s “The Mischief Maker”’, Leon Kobrin's
"“The Wild Boy" as well as several one-act plays in a
series of cultural evenings held by the Kadimah.

Then two momentous events in the development
of Yiddish theatre took place in 1938 and 1939. Through
the initiative of the ‘Friends of the Yiddish School
Movement in Poland’’, Jacob Waislitz arrived on
January 26th, 1938. He had been one of the leading
members of the Vilna Troupe, a cast responsible for
many great contributions to the development of Yiddish
theatre. In the year of his arrival, he performed in
several artistic word-concerts as well as in several
pieces with the “Yiddishe Bineh”. Of his first ap-
pearance in public on the 5th of February 1938 at the
Assembly Hall where he delivered recitations from
Shakespeare’s “Merchant of Venice”’, Rudyard Kipl-
ing’s ““Boots’’, and from Peretz, Asch, Bialik and Lut-
zky, Dr. Aaron Patkin wrote in the ‘’Australian Jewish
Herald'":

Jacob Waislitz

“Jacob Waislitz, who is an exponent of the
best and noblest tradition of the modern Jewish
theatre, convinced us last Saturday that a real ac-
tor who was born into this troubled world with
the dream of a poet, an artist blessed with a true
love and devotion to his art, does not need any
particular setting, painting, architecture, even
music, to convey to the spectators the truth of
his artistry.... Jacob Waislitz is a great artist — he
brought here the Messianic message of the
cultural rebirth of our suffering masses. His voice
is the voice of true art and as such it must reach
every ear which is not deaf to the sound of hope,
freedom and culture.”’
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It was at Waislitz's suggestion, on the first anniver-
sary of the death of the famous Yiddish theatre director
and Waislitz's mentor David Herman, that the ‘Yid-
dishe Bineh’ became known as the ‘’David Herman
Theatre Group’’, the name under which it exists to this
day. He took an active part in a series of cultural even-
ings until towards the end of 1938 when he sailed for
Brazil. However, he was to return in 1940.

The second major event was the arrival to
Melbourne on the 3rd of April 1939 of Rachel Holzer. In
Poland, Rachel Holzer had played in works of Sholom
Asch, Sholom Aleichem, H. Leivick, S. Ansky and
David Bergelson as well as in those of Tolstoy, Strind-
berg, Gogol and Arnold Zweig among others. Her so-
journ to Melbourne was part of a wider tour. She
delivered her first recital on the 15th of April 1939,
which moved Aaron Patkin to write in the ‘‘Australian
Jewish Herald" of 20th of April:

Rachel Holzer

(Rachel Holzer) “’is one of the few chosen by
God and nature to inspire those sparks of the
poet’s dreams with her own life, with her own
spirit and soul.... An actress by God's grace, a
woman of engaging charm and simplicity, she
conquered our hearts and told us in the holy
words of artistic truth that our sources of creation
are inexhaustible.... (With her), nothing is left to
mere chance, every movement of her body,
every vibration of her magnificent voice is con-
trolled by long schooling in stagecraft and in-
defatigable industry and perseverance."’

In the first six months of her stay in Melbourne, she
acted in Morozovitch-Shchepowski’s *“Three Women'’,
which had been translated by her husband Chaim
Rozenstein, and in Verneuille's ““Frau Advokat'’ with
Yasha Sher, as well as in many cultural evenings and
concerts. After those six months, she prepared to leave
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and to continue her theatrical tour in the wider world.
But the outbreak of World War |l compelled her to re-
main in Melbourne.

With the return of Jacob Waislitz in 1940 and the
pooling of talents of Abraham Braizblatt, the Ginters
and others, the standard of Yiddish theatre was raised
to an artistically high level.

From all accounts, Yiddish theatre around the turn
of the fourth decade truly began to flourish. In 1939,
Jacob Rotman directed David Pinski's “To Each His
Own God"’; the Polish Yiddish actress Sonia Zomina,
on a visit, performed in folk concerts and plays;
Abraham Braizblatt together with Nathan and Sarah
Ginter starred in Karl Sheinher’s “The Devil's Wife'’;
and on the Kadimah's invitation, Mr. Newman Jubal
from Vienna (the same who was to write the affec-
tionate “The Smile of Hershele Handle'’) staged H.
Leivick’s “The Poor Kingdom’’, A. Rudolph’s drama
“Power Through Fire’” and Gogol's ‘"Husbands’. He
followed that up in 1940 with Sholom Aleichem’s “The
Gold Diggers”’, Leon Kobrin’s “‘Riverside Drive’’, a
revue entitled “Chad Gadya’’ and Botashansky’s ““Her-
shele Ostropoler””. Nathan Ginter that year produced
"Tevye the Milkman’ and organised a number of con-
certs and cultural evenings, and two grand concerts
were held to enable the launching of Herz Bergner's
“The New House"' in Yiddish. That year (1940) also saw
the staging of Gordin’s ‘“Chasye the Orphan”, A.
Tsvoidzinski’'s comedy “‘Freud’s Theory of Dreams” in
which Jacob Waislitz and Rachel Holzer appeared
together for the first time, August Strindberg’s “The
Father”” with Rachel Holzer, and a series of plays in
which Jacob Waislitz either appeared or which he
directed, namely David Bergelson’s “The Bread Mill"’,
Chaim Gottesfeld’s ‘’Parnassah’’, Osip Dymov's
"“Yoshke Musikant’’ and H. Leivick’s lyrical “The Poet
Has Become Blind".

In 1941, the repertoire continued to grow, diversify
and mature. Among the plays staged by Abraham
Braizblatt, by the Yiddish-English revue artist Sam
Stern, by Newman Jubal, Rachel Holzer and Jacob
Waislitz were such pieces as Goldfaden’s “‘The
Mischief-Maker’’, “’Shlunke the Charlatan’’, Antoni
Slonimski's ““The Family’’, Katayev's ‘“Squaring the
Circle’””, Karol Capek’'s “Mother’’, V.A. Somin’s “At-
tentat’”’, Asch’s “Mottke the Thief”’, Bil-Beltzerkowski’s
“’Life Calls’” and Hirshbein’s ‘’Green Fields'’.

Of those who took part in the performances, the
most frequent were Faivl Jedwab, Berl Rosenberg,
Sam Podemski, Chaya Segal, and Judith Silman.,
while under the professional guidance of Rachel Holzer
and Jacob Waislitz, a number of new talents were un-
covered, among them Yasha Sher, Saul Oliver, Chava
Dan and Leah Zucker.

Yiddish theatre was concerned not only with per-
forming plays. It attempted to help materially a variety
of communal activities and particularly the furtherance
of Yiddish culture. Proceeds from the concerts were
donated toward the establishment of Yiddish schools in
the community, the creation of the first Yiddish
newspaper in Australia and, among other things, the
publication of a theatre lexicon, of Pinchas Goldhar's
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“Stories from Australia” (the first creative literary work
in Yiddish in Australia) and Herz Bergner’s “The New
House"".

To prepare a Yiddish play was a difficult enterprise.
Each performance was preceded by months of rehear-
sals, the actors were in the main amateurs who worked
in other occupations. With the progress of the war in
the early forties’, these difficulties were compounded.
In 1941-42, Japan entered the war and brought the
frontline to the shores of Australia. The country took
fervently to the task of defending itself. Men up to their
forties were drafted into the army, and of the Jews,
those who were not yet citizens were drawn into special
behind-the-front formations. There also reached
Australia at that time the horrible news of the Nazi
murders of Jews in Europe. Under such conditions,
which struck at both the personnel and the morale, for
ghe theatre group to pursue its work was a near-
impossible task indeed. Performances were seldom
held and, when they were, were conducted mainly in
aid of Jewish and non-Jewish causes and appeals.

This state prevailed into the late forties’. The new
immigrant stream of refugees from Europe arriving at
the turn of the fifth decade was, despite all the trauma
leading up to it, a shot in the arm for local theatre.
There arrived a number of gifted amateurs who, in time,
became involved with the stage. The David Herman
Theatre Group, now enlarged, resumed its activities.
The audience, too, was naturally bigger.

In the years that followed, it became customary to
stage at least three or four Yiddish full-length plays
each year, among them old favourites like Sholom
Aleichem’s ““The Big Lottery Win’’, Gordin’s ‘‘Mirele
Efros” and Goldfaden’s ““The Mischief-Maker’’, also
social dramas like E. Morris’s ““The Wooden Bowl!’* and
a variety of pieces not previously performed, new plays,
sometimes experimental and avant garde plays such as
Sigmund Turkow's “‘Sing My People’’, Bar-Yosef's
“On the Walls of Jerusalem’’, Moshe Shamir's ‘‘Beth
Hillel” and De Benedetti's “Red Roses”’. These titles
represent only a small selection of the plays performed,
but the range of the repertoire and the standard of the
acting and stagecraft made Yiddish theatre in
Melbourne the equal to that of Yiddish theatres in
Europe and America. As well as the above-mentioned
plays, there were many evenings given over to one-act
plays, revues, concerts, cultural gatherings, jubilee
celebrations, Purim plays and other enterprises. The
roII-chI of participants in these plays is a long one and
even if one were to mention, apart from Rachel Holzer,
Jacob Waislitz and the Ginters, the names of Rachel
Becker, Rachel Lewita, Leah Zucker, Mira Waislitz, Sig-
mund Brustman, Yasha Sher, Shie Tigel, Shmuel
Migdalek, Abraham Zuckert, Moshe Szmerling, Moshe
Potashinsky and Miriam Rochlin, there would still be

two or three times as many others standing in the
wings.

Sadly, Jacob Waislitz died in August 1966 but the
Group, albeit depleted, continued with its work.

Since then, the theatre group has continued to
stage one or two or three plays a year with the sole par-
ticipation of its own actors. More recently, however, it
has foll_owed a more active policy of bringing out to
Australia recognised names in the theatre world, either
to give solo performances or to act in plays together
with the local cast or to direct the local theatre. The
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Melbourne Yiddish stage has, in recent years, seen
stars like Ida Kaminska, Shimon Dzigan, the near-
octogenarian Jacob Rotbaum, Joseph Stein, Dinah
Halperin, Leah Koenig and 2Zvi Stolper of the
"Habimah”, Ethel Kovenska and Lev Kogan, Leah
Shlanger and Shmuel Atzmon. The repertoire has, to
the credit of the theatre, continued to expand and
among the plays performed have been Sholom
Aleichem’s ““Wandering Stars”” and ““The Heirs”,
Fisher's /A Day in Our Lives”, Ephraim Kishon's
“Ketubah’’, Aharon Megged’'s “Genesis’’ and Arthur
Miller’s “’Death of a Salesman”’.

The actual quantitative involvement in acting of
the David Herman Theatre has declined. Many of the
regular members of the cast are involved in a variety of
administrative functions, either within the Kadimah
under whose auspices the Theatre has long been func-
tioning or with, for example, Ethnic Radio 3EA, the
chief among the latter being Yasha Sher. Also, there is
the inevitable ravage of age. One-time artists have
either migrated to Israel, as have done Abraham
Braizblatt and Abraham Zuckert, or have passed away,
or have simply grown too tired to pursue the arduous
round of rehearsals and performing that serious theatre
requires. The public appears to be sufficiently content
to be entertained by musical artists, comedians,
raconteurs and by imported films, particularly from
Israel, so that the demand imposed upon live Yiddish
theatre has abated considerably. Although it is too early
to expect very much from them, the arrival here of Rus-
sian Jews, many of them especially musically-talented,
has not as yet made an impact on the theatre scene.
There is a considerable number of young people in
Melbourne who speak Yiddish and there is a Melbourne
Yiddish Youth Theatre in existence. It has, in the past
few years, staged Itzik Manger’s “The Megillah”’, Ar-
thur Miller's ““The Price’’, Sholom Aleichem'’s ““The Big
Lottery Win"’, and a more recent Israeli play “‘I'll Meet
You in Two Weeks at the Kinneret”’. Those who care
for the future of Yiddish theatre place their hope upon
the youth.

EXPATRIATE

Do not be frightened
by moments of exile:

they are the wild seas
churning across
the hidden wounds of love;

they are the raped hearts
of estrangement,
the velvet eye of lust;

and what is the darkness of exile
but an unvisioned solitude

and sad naked hands
seeking peace?

Anne Parratt
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POLITICAL PRISONER 115029 (Part 4) *

Arthur Matzner

We were approaching the year 1945. The food was
becoming worse, the soup, made from potato-peelings,
thinner from day to day and bread-rations progressively
smaller. In addition to starvation came the cold
weather. My strength deteriorated, my feet swelled. |
was becoming a ‘““muselman’’.

On the evening of January 12th 1945, on the way
from work, | felt a piercing pain in my back. When | ar-
rived at the ambulance station (called ‘’Revier’’) | found
out that my temperature was 39.6. The doctor's
diagnosis was clear and straightforward: pneumonia. |
was received at the ‘‘Revier’’ suffering from pneumonia
and pleurisy. | still can’t understand how | survived
these sicknesses in my poor condition. Most probably |
owe my survival to my earlier healthy constitution and
to the excellent care of my doctor. This excellent
surgeon had been at one time the personal physician of
the president of Lithuania. At this moment, while | am
writing these lines, this excellent physician and my
"“saviour”” is occupying the room next to me and is
himself slowly recovering from the aftermath of typhus.
After having been ill for several weeks, my doctor in-
formed me that the crisis was over. But | was so
weakened that my heart began to give trouble. Attacks
of fainting occurred three times a week or even more
often. | was allawed therefore, to stay at the camp
hospital. About 60 sick men were lying with me at the
same time on the double-bunks in the hut. Altogether
there were about 300 desperately ill men in that camp.

I am grateful to my ‘‘saviour doctor’’ not only for
the good physical care but also for not sending me to
camp No. 4 in my condition of a “muselman’’. To be
sent back was tantamount to a ticket to heaven,
because — while camp No. 1 was already rid of lice and
typhus, both these scourges were still raging in full
force in camp No. 4. The sick ones and those unfit for
work, sent from various other camps to camp No. 4,
died here within 2-3 weeks. During the time | spent in
the “Revier’’ (104 days altogether) | was destined six
times to be sent into camp No. 4. Each time, however,
my “‘saviour”” doctor crossed my name from the list.

Life in the hospital was naturally monotonous, ex-
cept in the evenings, when we had our exciting
moments. One of the patients had excellent contacts
with the outside world and received almost regularly the
daily news. What that meant to us only former inmates
of a German concentration camp can appreciate. Daily
news were the calories which gave us strength and
hope for a better future.

One day we even got hold of pamphlets which the
English scattered from planes above our camp. It was
just the time of great military actions on the Eastern and

* Parts 1, 2 and 3 of this article were published in the preceding issues of the
Melbourne Chronicle.

t (These memoirs were written in 1945 while the author was convalescing at the

hospital of St. Ottilen following liberation. The original is in Czech. Dr. Matzen pass-
ed away in 1972.)
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Western fronts. Holding our breath we read the com-
ments of the commander-in-chief and the editorials of
the ‘“Volkischer Beobachter’’. We admired the speedy
advance of the Russian armies and the splendid tactics
of the British and American armies in the West. We
could clearly read between the lines that the German ar-
my was in a state of disintegration. Our fate, however,
was still unpredictable and each one of us was only in-
terested in one question: ““What does the SS intend to
do with us when they find out that defeat is inevitable?"’
In these moments we remembered the words of our
camp commandant: “If Germany falls, your fall will
come five minutes earlier’’. Since all the prophecies
concerning Jews expressed by the Nazis came true,
this prophecy also had to be taken seriously.

It was the middle of April. The Russians stood
before the gates of Berlin. The Americans and the
British were advancing irrepressibly. Nazi Germany was
in its last stages. In the camp there was a strained at-
mosphere. Some maintained that the camp would be
evacuated even before the arrival of the Americans,
others were convinced of the opposite. ‘‘But what will
become of us, the sick ones?’’ we asked. The next day
brought to plain answer: the 24th April at 11 p.m.
""Raportfuhrer’” Tampel — this multiple murderer —
gave the order: ““Tomorrow morning at 5 a.m. this
camp will be evacuated”’.

Our disappointment was great, and indeed, the
following morning, all able-bodied men and those
capable of a long journey were marched off under a
strong SS escort. Nobody knew where they were
taken; no-one knew what their fate would be. We were
told by the SS that all political prisoners would even-
tually “‘be exchanged in Switzerland’’, but nobody took
them seriously. As it was later reliably confirmed, Him-
mler — as late as 14th April 1945 — had issued an
order, according to which no political prisoner from any
concentration camp, should ever fall alive into the
hands of the enemy. But the catastrophe for Nazi Ger-
many and for these ‘’gentlemen’’ came so unexpected-
ly fast, that Himmler's murderous plans could not be
realized.

After the departure of the able-bodied men, the
mood among the patisnts in the hospital became even
worse. Everyone was asking: ‘‘What will become of us?
Will they shoot us? Will they burn the hospital down?"’
The whole day passed in this anxiety. In these fateful
moments my thoughts were continuously with my wife,
from whom | had absolutely no news. | also realized
that of all Czech inmates of camp No. 1 | was the only
survivor. Two days before the evacuation, a Czech
physician had been brought from camp No. 11 to our
““Revier’’. He had just survived pneumonia and was
completely exhausted. We knew each other from
Prague and | was glad that in those decisive moments |
had a compatriot at my side.

In the evening, news reached us that the hospital,
too, would be evacuated; all day long sick prisoners
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from all surrounding camps were brought in. Stretched
out in the yard were sick people, wounded ones, dying
ones and corpses. It was a horrifying sight. At about 10
p.m. that night ‘“Rapportfuhrer Tampel’’ burst into the
““Revier”’, revolver in hand, and chased us all out into
the yard. My legs were giving in from weakness. | was
standing next to my compatriot. After 104 days | was
again out in the yard for the first time. About 11 p.m.
we set off to march to the railway station (on the firm)
Motl), a distance of 5 km from the camp. That was the
march of the ““muselmen’”, the march of skeletons,
covered with skin only. It will always seem to me like a
miracle, what gave me the strength and what kind of
power helped me to overcome this 5 km march.

We climbed into an open wagon destined for the
transportation of coal. In these wagons sick prisoners
from camp No. 4 were already standing, sitting or lying.
Once again we came into constact with both scourges
of the concentration camps — lice and typhus. Soon
after midnight we left the railway-station in heavy but
welcome rain. | had the impression that the train was
loaded with the greatest quantity of misery and wret-
chedness that had ever been gathered together. This

train carried about 3000 candidates of death to an
unknown fate.

At night the train stopped twice and towards 7
a.m. it stopped again next to a small forest close to the
railway station “Schwabhausen’’, direction “‘Dachau’’.
We heard from far away the wailing of the sirens. An
air-raid. At the same time a military train stopped close
to ours. The soldiers were throwing pieces of bread
over to us. At 9 a.m. there was another air-raid. Anti-
aircraft defense fired from the military train at the ap-
proaching American airplanes. It seemed that this anti-
aircraft attack provoked the American pilots; next mo-
ment they dived to a height of about 50 metres and
bombarded the engines and the front wagons of both
trains. The consequences of this air-attack were terri-
ble; dozens of dead and wounded people now lay in the
open wagons, without any medical care. Among the
wounded were also several women. The fate of these
people was so much more tragic if we consider that
they died only a few hours before their coming libera-
tion. After this air-raid we left the train and tried to find

shelter from further attacks in a small forest surrounded
by the SS.

We could see the flames of the first two wagons of
the mllltg-)ry train. The crew had abandoned the train
and fled into the nearby village. All day long we were ly-
ing in the woods until, towards evening, a heavy
doyvnpo_ur set in. We were ordered to return to the
train. With my compatriot | climbed into the wagon, but
many others ignored the command and remained hid-
den in the woods. As soon as we boarded the train, |
could hear the leader of our transport — a certain SS
Obersturmfuhrer — ordering all SS men to get on the
train without delay, taking absolutely no notice of the
prisoners who had stayed in the woods. At this moment
it was clear to me that the SS were concerned only with
themselves, thinking only to save their own skin. We all
felt that the moment of liberation was near, the mo-
ment when we must act; that is, to do something to
save our lives. The first thing was to leave the train. We
jumped out, my friend and |, or rather rolled out of the
moving train, on to a steep railway embankment.

The train left and stopped at the station
Schwabhausen, at a distance of about 300 metres from
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the woods. However, soon after an outburst of rifle fire
set in. The SS had returned from the station and were
forcing prisoners back into the train. We, however,
were lucky to survive this last activity of the incensed
SS men. We remained hidden in the woods, from
where we could see the train leave the station. It seem-
ed, that for us at least, danger had been warded off.

The countryside was enshrouded by cold and
darkness. In the distance we could see flames leaping
high into the air. Probably the Germans, on their
retreat, had set fire to a storehouse. We two lay stretch-
ed out next to each other in the wet ditch. Continuous
rain increased our suffering during these crucial
moments. Halfway through the night another train ar-
rived, consisting of five wagons. Many prisoners board-
ed this train. Our decision, however, was firm and ir-
revocable: we stayed in the woods; nobody would get
us back into the train.

It was day-break, the 28th April, 1945. Around us
lay deadly silence. Only now, with increasing daylight, |
could see this indescribable horror. It was not mere illu-
sion; it was not a fata morgana; it was sad and horrible
reality. All along the railway-tracks dozens of corpses
lay. The sight of these lifeless skeletons was heart-
rending; it was a picture | will never forget. Those were
prisoners who could not survive this transport or were
victims of the air-attack. In the forest were wounded
people, lying in the wet and the mud. We could hear
their moaning, their pleas for help. But no-one helped,
because no-one was capable of helping.

Little by little, the woods became animated, as
people were cautiously creeping out of their hiding
places. Then we started to search the military train. In
the compartments we found, amongst other things,
provisions of all kinds: bread, jam, artifical honey, all
sorts of tins, liqueurs, wine, cigarettes, tobacco, etc.
With an extreme effort of their last strength the
prisoners climbed into the wagons.. It looked like an at-
tack on the train. People who had been starving for
months and years threw themselves on the food. They
started pillaging and plundering, the likes | have never
seen before. The fact that after years of starvation it is
possible to eat something more substantial than watery
soup and more than 200 gm of bread a day, deprived
the prisoners of their sanity. Only someone who has ex-
perienced in his own body the pain of hunger, who has
himself starved for years, can imagine the scenes that
took place. It goes without saying that | too was in the
same mental condition as all the other prisoners,
therefore no moral or ethical reasons kept me from
plundering. | did not take part in it, simply because | did
not have enough strength left to push my way through
this frenzied crowd.

| have never seen a starving person observe the
proverb: Do not eat your fill, stop half-way. Everybody
stuffed himself, everybody over-ate. Buckets of jam
and imitation-honey were “emptied’”” by hand. This
unexpected and enormous intake of food could not be
digested by the organism of these wasted people. The
result was instant and painful diarrhoea. Many people
paid with their lives for this over-indulgence on the day
of their liberation.

The young and capable physician from Lithuania
(who is now in charge of the hospital for former political
prisoners in St. Ottiien — where 1 am now
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recuperating) took charge of the remaining prisoners.
Those who were still strong enough to hold a spade ora
pick dug graves and helped to bury more than one hun-
dred dead bodies. The others were taken to the nearby
village Schwabhausen. The majority of the prisoners
were temporarily ‘““housed’” in the empty carriages at
the railway station.

As for me, | moved with my compatriot into a small
cottage, close to the station, which had been occupied
before by Italian O.D.’s. Late in the afternoon, the crew
of the small garrison stationed in the village left. This
was, for us, of course a good sign. Soon after, the head
of the local gendarmerie appeared in our cottage and in-
formed us that he had ordered for us by telephone a
train from Dachau, which was supposed to arrive in
about three hours’ time. This was an unexpected disap-
pointment for us. But by the evening the train had not
arrived. During the night we arranged a permanent
guard upon the station. The person on duty was sup-
posed to wake us the moment a train approached the
station. | was on guard from 10 p.m. till 2 a.m. No train
arrived — We were saved! | am unable to find words to
describe my feelings. Only someone who has lived
through and survived the torments and miseries of Ger-
man concentration camps can understand the deep
significance of this fateful moment.

On the 30th April 1945 the first units of the
American army passed through the village. On May 1st
| set eyes for the first time on an American soldier. He
was an American of Jewish faith. On the same after-
noon we were taken in trucks, during a heavy snow-
storm, to the former military lazaret St. Ottilien.

And now after many, many months | am again ly-
ing in a clean, white bed and | am slowly recovering
from the aftermath of pneumonia, pleurisy, heart-
trouble and altogether from the consequences of the
concentration camp.

My “‘earthly remains’’ by now weigh more than 44
kg (this being my weight when | arrived at the lazaret). |
_hope | will be soon completely recovered. My mind,
however, is heavy with great anxiety. Where and when
shall | find my parents, my brothers and sisters and my
wife?

In the life-story | have just recorded, | consider that
the saddest experience was the moment | said goodbye
to my wife before my departure from Theresienstadt to
the concentration camp in Oswiecin. So far, my hap-
piest day was on the 9th May 1945. On that day the an-
nouncer of the B.B.C. announced — on the waves of
the ether to the whole-world the never-to-be-forgotten
good tidings: ““The war, this second, terrible world war
has ended.”” World enemy No. 1 — Nazi Germany —
has been shattered, defeated on all fronts, and has un-
conditionally capitulated.

Yet on another front, on the front against the
defenceless Jewish men, women and children, Nazi
Germany had achieved complete victory. The losses
suffered by the Jewish nation in this war are greater
than the losses of all the military powers together.

| am concluding with a question, that only the next
generation will be able to answer: ““These enormous
losses in human beings, will they be the last victims of
this unfortunate nation?’’

Former Political Prisoner
No. 115029
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Promised Land

| wish my grandparents
whoever they were,
from whatever Goshen
had not brought their children to America;
| wish they had found the passage
to Palestine —
the ancient tongue would fit my throat,
holy land would be my inalienable companion;
| could cease this strangeness.

Born in a foreign nation, it was hard but good to me:
it keptits promises (in its way,

it flows with milk and honey)

but its not worth saying what | dreamed of in L.A.

| danced like a hasid over Australian farmland,
my first land, Adam’sland. . .

but Zion

uproots the second generation

(each of my life’s generations).

Grandparents
whoever you were
whatever your dreams
from whatever Goshen,
you led your children out, gold-eyed,
into the wrong promised land.

Allen Afterman

A Day Like Any Other Day

Girls cycle to school over the cobblestones

they're resealing;

| hear the morning’s traffic flowing on

the newly paved Trastevere.

From upstairs people run down punctually,
espresso wafts from the cafes.

Swollen this morning, the organs of sex have wilted,
across the lane the saw starts up

like any otherday. . .
Ordidn’tit happen?
Last night, and the whole day before,
weren’t a million children murdered?

The pavement is spongy and uneven.

The new asphalt is like a sodden blanket. . .

This morning

my ankle sinks through into my boy’s charred skull,
and | cannot extract it —

Allen Afterman
Rome
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THE STREET-WALKER

Solomon Shulman

“Dear Vasil”, — she traced laboriously in her
uneven, rounded hand and drew an exclamation mark.
She cocked her head slightly to one side, admired what
she had written and her lips moved in accompaniment
as she read "“Dear Vasil!"”” Then she shifted the tip of her
tongue to the left and began a new line. “Maria sends
you ardent greetings from Moscow, the capital of our
country.” This sentence was a long one and took half a
minute. Again she tipped her head to one side and re-
read it. She thought for a minute, dipped the pen in ink
and t.ried to correct the “’c”’ of country to a capital. The
nib picked up some dirty blob, and the *’c”’ spread into a
large blot. She bit her lip in vexation and set about
removing the blob from the nib, carefully, with two
fingers. She wiped her fingers on the hem of her dress
and had another go at correcting it. She rounded off
the blot and drew a curved line from it. The result was
hardly a capital, more a blind, fat, arrogantly gross ‘‘c”’.
She looked at it for a few moments, sighed, carefully
folded the piece of paper, tore off what she had written
and began all over again. ‘“Dear Maria!’’ she wrote. The
tip of her tongue again strayed left. ‘‘Passionate
greetings from the Black Sea and Vasil!”’. A bee crawl-
ed along the glass above the table. Goodness knows
how it got there. It carefully shifted its fine legs and
turned its head comically as if sniffing a trail, like a hun-
ting dog. She began observing it. The bee crawled
across the face of the orderly citizen the other side of
the glass. He was holding a telegram with the address
clearly visible — Mogilyov region, Bobruisk district,
Proletarian Village Council, Kolkhoz *“Lenin’’ lvanova,
Ustina lvanovna Mother arrived safely Love Koly - . The
bee crawled off the telegram onto the milky fluorescent
lamp attached to the table and turned transparent
amber. She stretched out a finger to touch the bee, but
it flew away. Then looked back at the lines of the letter.

Passionate greetings from the Black Sea and Vasill”’
she whispered to herself, her lips moving as she read,
and added — “‘and from all my friends on the ship”.

Vasil didn't exist; rather, there were any number of
Vasils, but they were nothing to do with her. Whereas
she was the Maria Vasil was writing to. Occasionally
she went as far as posting the letters to herself, but not
often. Mostly she finished them off, put them in her
pocket and set off home. At home she would re-read
the letter several times. Next day she would read it
again, thoughtfully, pausing to imagine the Black Sea,
the huge. white ship with the romantic name ‘‘Shota
Rustavellll", which she had seen on a magazine cover,
and Vasil standing on deck, waving to her. Alongside
him were his sailor friends. When she got sick of a letter
she hid it under the linen in the chest of drawers. On the
rlght hand side were her letters to Vasil, and on the left
his letters to her. Her correspondence with Vasil had
been going on for five months, ever since she had read
a magazine report on a Black Sea sailor who had
dlstlng|shed himself in rescue operations on some
forelgn'shlp. “Probably American’’, — she had thought
at the time, imagining people screaming and drowning,
and Vasil rescuing them. Before Vasil she had cor-
responded with Fyodor. But he was nothing what-
soever to do with the sea. He was a geologist. Then she
had dreamed of taiga forests, bears, all kinds of danger
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and a bearded Fyodor with laughing white teeth. She
studied geologists in magazines and found them all to
have ginger beards and laughing white teeth. When
Vasil appeared on the scene, she didn’t exactly forget
Fyodor, but she did bundle up all their letters and hide
them in the bottom drawer, to make room for Vasil and
a new life. One day she plucked up courage and really
did post off a letter to Vasil's address as given in the
magazine, but there was no reply. The letter must have
got lost. She didn’t post any more. It was better that
way. More reliable.

It was eleven p.m. — the best time. The huge hall
of the Central Post Office no longer buzzed with peo-
ple. All the couples waiting for rendezvous had met and
gone off to dark corners in Moscow's parks, or to par-
ties, and the fifty odd glass windows of the Post Of-
fice’s main counter closed at eight. Only at the far end
of the hall one window carried on a sluggish trade. The
cleaning lady, her polisher making a racket, moved the
stools away from the tables. The black cord stretched
out like a snake behind her. The polisher left a wet strip
in its wake. Maria looked at the wriggling cord and
remembered the geologist. ““There are a lot of snakes in
the taiga’”’, — she thought.

“Aunt Kate, make some tea,’”” came a shout from
the window on duty.

""Right,”” answered Aunt Kate and the polisher fell
silent.

The stools were well back from the tables, as if
somebody with legs five metres long and a long thin
back were planning to sit at the table. Maria visualized
him writing. He looked like an enormous question mark.
Or perhaps the stools were planning to march to the
exit, and that is why they had stepped back from the
tables.

The tables were like boxes, with blank partitions at
the sides, and stood right down the centre of the hall,
about forty metres. Each had a partition in the centre,
to screen writers on each side from one another.

During the day there were masses of people
writing away. They shifted feet behind those sitting
down, waiting for them to leave. Still more jostled
around the telegraph windows. Huge queues wound in
and out and shrewish voices argued as to who was
behind whom, and who had jumped the queue. But
now the whole enormous hall was almost empty. Five
people were writing and another five or so sitting
around with nothing better to do. Aunt Kate, ap-
proaching with the humming floor-polisher gave the lat-
ter a malevolent look, muttering something to herself,
either “come on . . .” meaning — get along, or ‘this is
no place . . .”, which meant the same thing. Therefore
the people with nothing to do also made an attempt at
putting pen to paper, utilizing the telegram forms lying
on the tables.

For some reason the letter wouldn’t come today
and Maria contemplated her surroundings, although
pretending to write. She knew this hall as well as she
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did her own place. As well she may, coming as she did
day in, day out, year in, year out . . . Aunt Kate knew
her too, but never spoke to her. At first she regarded
her inimically and suspiciously, and doubtless even
whispered “‘a street-walker’”” under cover of the
polisher’s noise — but when she divined Maria’s secret,
she softened and stopped paying attention. . .

On her right, two tables along, sat an old man with
grey stubble on his face, dressed in a threadbare padd-
ed jacket. From his appearance you would expect him
to be a peasant or a drink-sodden labourer, but his pen
moved so fast across the paper that it betrayed a literate
man. ‘“"He must be educated,’” Maria thought to herself.
That was just how she imagined slanderers — un-
shaven, with feverish, caustic eyes. How was she to
know that the slanderer is well-fed, smooth-shaven, sit-
ting at a large desk lit by a pleasant lamp, not in the
half-empty hall at the Central Post Office. Whereas the
unshaven, with their feverish eyes, scribbling away in
the Telegraph Office are not slanderers, they are plain-
tiffs, pouring out their twisted destinies on long sheets
of paper and expending their last few coppers to
despatch these closely-written pages to the unrespon-
s}i1ve upper echelons. Maria had no means of knowing
that.

Further down a soldier slouched backwards on the
table, legs spread out insolently. Paying no attention to
Aunt Kate's dirty looks, he was subjecting the il-
luminated clock to a melancholy examination.

“l wonder if he's from the Black Sea Fleet?”
thought Maria, and ran a hand through her hair. Her
hair was long and black and ended in tight springy
curls. She was very partial to these curls — at home she
often looked at herself in the mirror, shaking her head
to make the curls jump.

Maria bent over the letter and shut her eyes. She
wanted to picture the Black Sea, just as she had seen it
in the cinema. The picture theatre ‘‘Science and
Knowledge'” was on the ground floor of their building.
That was where she went in the daytime. It cost ten
copecks to get in. The sea lapped on the screen, white
birds flew overhead with throaty cries, the sun shone,
and Maria imagined herself walking along the beach.
Her body was dark elastic and tanned, her legs were
long, shapely and brown. Everybody turned to look at
her and she felt beautiful. And she was beautiful —
black brows, black eyes, her face pale and transparent,
and dimples in her cheeks. During the day, when she
would sit for long periods in her first-storey room, half-
hanging out the window, young men often struck up a
flirtatious conversation with her, asking ‘“What are you
doing tonight?”’. She would laugh and reply ‘‘l haven’t
decided yet!"” or “I'm meeting someone’’. At the time
she would believe that she really was meeting
someone. The young men suggested meeting. She
would laugh again and reply — ““I’ll think about it!"’

These were pleasant summer hours, provided of
course, it didn’t rain. When it rained, everyone hurried
past without stopping. In winter the windows were
sealed up. It became sad and dull, there was only the
Telegraph left. It was warm there.

Maria made painstaking preparations for these
summer hours at the window, as for the Post Office.
She let down her hair and washed it in a basin.
Sometimes she would borrow a little shampoo from her
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neighbours. She had lots of neighbours — there were
eight families in the one flat, and she asked them in
turn. Asking was awkward, but they were well disposed
towards her and would comply. After all she didn’t get
in their way, she didn’t jostle in the kitchen or pick quar-
rels, although she had the right — the kitchen belonged
to everybody. There were even eight gas rings, one of
which was hers, Maria’s, and her own electric light
hung over it. Nor did she occupy the bathroom or toilet
at peak hours, when everybody was hurrying to work
and queueing up. She would go later, when the flat had
emptied. Occasionally she would help the old woman
next door, and be given a rouble, but Maria never asked
for it herself. For all that she had her own corner in the
long dark corridor. It contained a broken chair, housing
a cardboard box of potatoes underneath, and a basin
and floor cloth on top. Alongside it lay a brush. The
others had wooden chests with old possessions and
shoes, fastened with large hanging locks, but she didn’t
have a chest. On the whole she was at peace with her
neighbours, only once did she have any unpleasant-
ness.

It was a Sunday, and everyone was at home. The
doorbell rang and she went to open it. It was an old
man and a girl of about thirteen. The old man was blind
and said nothing, while the girl said something in a soft,
almost inaudible voice — about a flood or a fire. She
was very thin and dirty, but her eyes were round, and
sad with bitter yearning. A knapsack hung across the
old man's shoulder. Maria was taken aback and invited
them in. They crossed the threshold and stood
awkwardly. Maria stood there too, not knowing what
to do next. The little girl looked at her with her round,
icon-like eyes, holding on to the old man’s torn sleeve.
The old man sighed.

“Who is it?"" asked a neighbour, emerging from the
kitchen.

“’Some beggars,’’ replied Maria.

"Get along, get along,”” said the woman, coming
closer. “We haven’t got anything to eat ourselves . . .
God will provide . . ."”

The old man shuffled on the spot, and, bowing,
began to back away. The little girl lowered her eyes and
wiped her mouth with a dirty fist.

“But . . ."” Maria protested. She wanted to say
more, but didn’t know what to say.

“You give them something, if you're such a
millionaire,”” said the woman, bearing down on the beg-
gars and showing them towards the door.

“As if they were the only ones hanging around!
They'llburgle usyet. . ."”

The girl’s face crumpled and tears crept down her
cheeks. She pressed up against the old man and
likewise backed towards the door.

Maria felt herself go cold. She hastily thrust a hand
in her pocket, felt the crumpled rouble note and pushed
it into the little beggar-girl’s fist. The fist tightened into
a small nut. The icon-eyes looked gratefully into Maria’s
face. The dirty little mouth unexpectedly pressed a kiss
on her hand . . . The lips whispered something about
God’'s grace. . .

The neighbour snorted angrily and went back to
the kitchen with: Ragtail lady! She lives on charity
herself, and she’s throwing roubles around . . .
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The door closed, but Maria still stood there. She
was overwhelmed by a heavy, gnawing sense of pity
and suddenly felt an intense wave of revulsion from
poverty. She got some soap, and not daring to move
the hand which bore the beggar’s seal of gratitude,
aware that she was doing something mean and wicked,
went to wash her hands.

For the rest of the day she didn’t leave the room,
didn’t even go to the window as through the partition
she could hear the deep voices of the neighbours in the
kitchen discussing the effrontery of her action over the
rouble. That night she dreamed of the little girl and the
old man. Fangs grew out of the old man’s mouth. She
woke up and didn’t go back to sleep . . .

The large clock in the Post Office struck loudly.
Maria looked up. There were four zeros on the clock —
zero, zero, zero, and zero. The last zero had crept up
and in its place a one appeared. The number eight
emerged lower down the face, making eighteen, then
came “September’” and more figures — 1973. Maria
reflected that in ten days it would be her 25th birthday.
On her birthday she usually took all her photographs
out of the chest of drawers, laid them out on the bed
and tried to recall the past. She had not known her
father, and her mother had died six years ago. She used
to work at a cement factory. One day she didn’t come
home. She was taken straight to the morgue. They had
llvgd in the same room as Maria did now, and the
neighbours were mostly the same, although one old
man had died. At first they all pitied Maria, but then
they got used to it. She got a pension of thirty eight
roubles a month and she managed to live. During the
dqy she hardly ever went outside, she mostly sat by the
window, and if she did go out, it was only to the shop
for the old woman next door or to the cinema on the
ground floor. But when evening came and it grew dark
she would smoothe her hair, throw over her shoulders
the b!ac_k gypsy shawl with red flowers and a fringe that
was a gift from the old woman, and, head down, so as
not to meet the gaze of passers-by, she slowly made
her way towards the Post Office, keeping as close as
possuble_to the walls of the houses. She didn't like peo-
ple 'quklng at her. At the Post Office she pulled her
chair right in close to the table and looked up to survey
the hall. These were pleasant hours. She wrote letters
and watched the others, wondering about them and
herself too. Sometimes she felt that something special
vyould happen that evening, and then she was impa-
tient for darkness to fall, so she could go to the Post Of-
fice. Occasionally strange men would address her, and
she answered them willingly. One day a group of
students joked with her. They were sending someone a
telegram, which they read out to her for her opinion.
The telegram was obscure, but amusing. She laughed
and said she liked it. It was fun. One evening a fat man
sat down beside her. He was drunk but in control of
himself. He began talking about something or other and
then invited her for a beer. She hesitated for a moment
and accepted. She had never drunk beer before, but
she didn’t tell him that. They walked one block, but
then, with a sideways look at her, he took a taxi, which
took them to the hotel “Balchug’’. She assumed they
would go to the restaurant, where she hadn’t been
before either, but the man said that he lived here and
that they could have beer brought up to his room. The
maids looked after them, whispering, as they went up
the stairs. Beer actually was served in the room, vodka
too. He drank some vodka and was now completely
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drunk. She drank some too and felt lightheaded as from
childhood laughter. She was awoken by a loud knock at
the door. A voice announced sternly: ““Comrade, it's
time for guests to go.”” She was lying naked on the bed
and so was he, except for a singlet. He lay asleep on top
of her, his face pressed against her stomach. She
crawled out from under him and began to dress. He
woke up and sat on the bed, watching her.

“Why didn’t you tell me it was the first time?’’ he
asked. She didn’t answer.

“All right, don’t be offended,”” he said, getting up
to see her to the door. She wasn’t offended, he wasn’t
a bad man, but her heart stirred with anguish, like a
cold Medusa.

““Hang on,” he said at the door and padded back
on his bare feet into the room. He got something, came
back and slid itin her pocket.

“You'll get a taxi back,” he said and patted her
cheek. ““You're a good girl, don’t fret . . . Life’s a
bastard...”

It was night outside. She wanted to walk, but her
legs ached. The driver sat reading the newspaper in the
lighted cabin.

""Well, are we off?’’ he asked.
She gotin.

“Have you got any money?’’ the driver looked at
her in suspicion.

She felt the crisp note in her pocket and handed it
to him.

“So he wasn’t a miser,”’ joked the driver.

. . . Maria would have continued this train of
thought, but she was interrupted by a voice which
brought her back to the Post Office. Beside her stood a
Caucasian looking man with a suitcase. The enormous
hall was empty, but he wanted to sit there.

“It's free,"’ said Maria.

’

“Thank you,” responded the man gallantly in an
un-Russian accent, and sat down. ““Are you writing a
letter?”

"“Yes,”' she replied and dipped her pen in the ink.

"“To your boyfriend, no doubt?”’ inquired the man,
leaning on the table and smiling into his black
moustache. She smiled too and looked at him. A bald
patch stretched across the centre of his head, thin hair
circling it like nimbus.

"To my fiance,”’ she said, ‘‘on the Black Sea . . .”
“Is he there on holiday or working?’’ the man en-
quired.

“Working,"”” she said, ‘’He’s in the Black Sea Fleet

’

“A wonderful place,” said the man, “I'm from
there myself, from Sukhumi, I'm here on business . . .
Have you been to the Caucasus?”’

“No," she said.

“Tut-tut-tut,” clucked her neighbour. ““"When you
come, you'll be my guest! Wine, fruit, sun, sea — as
much asyou canstand . ..”
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Maria laughed:
“*And how will | find you?"’

“The name is Otar,” he rose slightly, ‘““Otar
Chegoshvili. Ask anyone in Sukhumi — anyone will
direct you. And you name?"’

““Maria,”’ she said.

"Pleased to meet you,”” he said. ‘’Are you a visitor
too or do you live here?”’

“llive here,”" she said, “‘on Old Arbat St. .. ."”

’So you are a Muscovite,”” smiled the man. “I like
Moscow girls, they like a bit of fun,’” and he winked.

Maria burst out laughing again and tossed back her
curls. ““He's not bad’, she decided ‘‘he’s rather
jolly ..."”", and she suddenly felt good.

“Do you live with your parents?’’ enquired the
man.

"No, by myself,”” said Maria, ‘‘with neighbours."’

““Would you care to have a drink?’’ said the man,
slapping his case. “What a wine | have brought with
me.”” He rolled his eyes . . . “Aaaa! You'll lick your
fingers ... Tsinindali ... Grape as clear as a tear-drop."’

Maria was suddenly warm and happy. She
hesitated, not wanting to accept too rapidly, and tilted
her head to one side. His eyes slid over her face, her
figure and even tried to look under the table, to see her
legs, but they were concealed from him by the parti-
tion.

“All right,” said Maria, ‘‘but beer would be bet-
ter.”

She really didn’t care about the beer, she just
threw thatin.

“Fine,” the man quickly concurred. ““But where
canyou getit at this hour?"”’

Maria didn’t know either, but to keep the conversa-
tion going, said:

“In the Balchug . . . That's a hotel . . . They are
openlate...”

“It'll do,”” said the man, gettingup — “‘Let's grab a
taxi.”

She looked up at him. He stood waiting and smiled
into his black moustache. She dawdled a little, thinking
something over, then moved back the heavy stool and
swaying slightly, rose, her eyes riveted to his face. The
smile under the black moustache froze, then curled into
a snarl. Perplexity and fear showed in his eyes. This
lasted a second, no more. He croaked something in a
strange language, jerked his head, and spat under his
feet, turned abruptly, and his heels clattered noisily on
the tile floor, as he ran towards the exit, not once look-
ing back, waving his case as he ran. The clatter of his
heels echoed from the high ceiling and the far walls of
the huge empty hall.

Maria stood rooted to the spot, staring at the spit-
tle on the floor. She went white, her neck retracted, her
curls shook . . . She gasped. . .

“You Bastard,”” she suddenly shouted after the

fugitive in a hoarse peasant voice. Her teeth bared in-
voluntarily.
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Her voice echoed back off the walls of the empty
hall, the last sound booming wrathfully, like a shot at
the fugitive’s back. But the back disappeared.

A head thrust out of the lone working window.

Maria swayed from right to left as she sat down
heavily on the stool. On the table lay the unfinished let-
ter. "Passionate greetings from the Black Sea and
Vasill"”" A drop of moisture fell on the page. Maria tried
to brush it away with a finger, but it smudged. So she
screwed up the sheet of paper and threw it under the
table. Then she stood up, and rolling heavily from
shoulder to shoulder, like a goose, her head lowered,
she moved slowly towards the exit on her tiny
misshapen legs. The enormous door of the Post Office
creaked plaintively and let her outinto the night . . .

Here are three pictures,
You painted them for me.
Did you know?

HEARING,

Minds hear, sitting still,
eyes closed but stirring
the heart listens to sounds
from India, China and Peru,
beauty
blossoms inter-mesh.

Still sounds move minds

beneath the folds of skin and bones

soft sounds are the ground pearl-powder
which stop you growing old.

FEELING,

Rain sweet on a warm window

of you

with you
pressing the wet-brown leaves
of a twisted tree
to you
woven

and this is the best poem
channelling
growing.

BEING,

This is a picture
of a flower in your eyes
is that strange?
| touch. | feel
not the flower you sent me
but the dream
you planted in me.

Anne Parratt
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Cursed Tree
Yehuda Svoray

You cursed tree

How do you dare to stand so silently

In your deceptive green

Near Sveti Urh

The church of bloody murder?

You should be red as blood

And all your cursed branches and your roots
Like skeletons that fell the horrors of the dead
Which you once held in your green arms
And letit happen.

You cursed church

Why do you stand with steeple to the sky
When you should be destroyed

Your stones ground to the earth

And trampled in disdain without a memory
Your stones have heard the cries and hidden the
unthinkable

thinkable

And letit happen.

You cursed cells

With your small barred and ugly eyes

Through which the summer breeze now floats so
pleasantly

With song of birds that sing of life and joy:

How were you not ashamed to have your walls washed
clean

Of blood and brain and fragments of the bones
Of those who here did breathe the last small tear of life?
How did you not collapse in shame,
In undermining streams of blood?
Itis so tranquil here,
So bloody tranquil,
In Dobrunje
The place of horror —
Now a park.
I think of you, O Milko Kosin
| cry for you Professor Sturm
I try to not forget you all
Who now are pictures smiling on the wall.
For here you cried or cursed
Or just stood silently with open eyes
And prayed for better days for us.
So let me raise my glass
Of blood-red Refosk wine
And drink to you, my brothers, dear in fate.
lama Jew, you are Slovenes —
But we were murdered both
And left with sorrow and with hope.

From “Nema Problema” — Snapshots of a Journey through
Yugoslavia

Ljubljana

27 May 1980
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