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EDITOR’S GUEST

Towards a Framework for
Teaching the Holocaust

Paul Forgasz

A whole generation of young Jews in this
community is growing into adulthood without having
known of the Holocaust from first-hand experience. For
them it is part of history, but, as is often the case,
history has a tendency to dissolve into irrelevance and
its most poignant lessons can thus be lost. What is
more, in treating the Holocaust as an accepted ‘’fact of
history’’ many young people fail to accept what to their
parents and teachers may be self-evident: that the
Holocaust is relevant to their lives because they are
Jews. In the classroom, this gap in appreciating the real
significance of the Holocaust manifests itself in the
failure of students to understand why they must learn
about the Holocaust; at the same time, one has to also
confront the inability of teachers to explain this to them
adequately.

It is clear that the key to developing a framework
for teaching the Holocaust today, still lies in finding
satisfactory answers to the question “Why?"’ Once we
have sufficiently clarified to ourselves why we want to
teach the Holocaust and why our students should learn
about it, the problems of what and how to teach will
also be more easily solved. We must therefore ask:
what are our chief purposes or goals? What are the
chief values we are attempting to transmit in the
teaching of the Holocaust? What effect do we wish the
Holocaust to have upon the next generation of young
Australian Jews?

As parents and teachers we all have a sacred duty
to ensure that succeeding generations of Jews do not
forget the victims of the Holocaust. This must of course
be a central goal but it certainly cannot stand alone as a
reason for teaching the Holocaust — students need to
know why it is important for them to learn about and
remember the victims of the Holocaust today.

So, if our teaching the Holocaust is to possess any
positive educational value, the student must emerge
with a new awareness about himself and about human
beings. The Holocaust brought to an end a period of
history which began with a naive belief in progress and
human perfectibility. To use Eli Wiesel's analogy, the
Holocaust was a ‘‘negative’’ revelation, the
counterpoint of Sinai: At Sinai, he says, the whole
people were gathered; at Auschwitz too, the whole
people were gathered. At Sinai the greatest glory of the
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world was received; at Auschwitz the greatest horror of
the world was revealed. At Sinai God gave Israel the
Torah; at Auschwitz he took it back. In other words,
Sinai disclosed publicly how far man can go in rising to
God, and how far God was willing to descend to man.
The Holocaust however, revealed the depths to which
man could sink and the degree to which God turned
away from him. Both Sinai and Auschwitz thus
stretched the limits of man’s potentialities, each in an
opposite direction. It is this which the student must
become aware of in our teaching of the Holocaust.
Such awareness would hopefully instil in young people
a striving to improve the world in which they live.

Another important goal of Holocaust teaching
emerges from Emil Fackenheim’s concept of the
“‘commanding voice of Auschwitz”’. The command
which he hears from Sinai is that Jews are forbidden to
hand Hitler a posthumous victory. Hitler wished to
eradicate Jews and Judaism from history, and
Fackenheim thus argues that for the Jews to despair of
God and of Judaism because of Hitler would be
to aid in the fulfiiment of Hitler's goals. After
Auschwitz, Jews are under a sacred obligation to
survive. So, in learning about the Holocaust, th_e
student need not get hung up on the question of how it
could have possibly happened. Rather, our teaching
should propel him into being able to respond to the
question of ““what now?’’ Teaching the Holocaust to a
student should throw into relief certain furjd.a'me_ntal
questions regarding Jewish identity and civilisation,
thereby arousing in him a conviction of the necessity for
constant examination of the significance of Jewishness
in one’s own life. It must lead him to affirm his
allegiance to Israel and Judaism and to feel a sense of
personal responsibility for the reconstruction and
reinvigoration of Jewish life.

If one of our aims in teaching the Holocaust is to
instil a strong sense of Jewish responsibility within
students, then at the same time they must also be made
aware that their contribution to Jewish life must not
only be for themselves but also for those who perished.
In other words, a part of one’s Jewish life today must
be lived for those robbed of the opportunity to live for
themselves. This is not to suggest however that our
teaching aims should be such as to promote awareness
through feelings of guilt or duty. Rather, our goal in
conveying these ideas should be to _make the student
aware of the role that he can play in preserving and
developing the creative continuity of Jut'j’alsm. As
Professor Norman Lamm has suggested: ““The little
handful of Jews has got to be vigorous and creative for
an enormous population that might have been but
never was. This is the kind of charge, or”creatlve
ferment, that Holocaust teaching must lead to.

We have briefly considered the “‘why'’ of teaching
the Holocaust. It remains for some remarks to be made
concerning the question of content and of gpproach:
the “what’’ and ‘how’’ of Holocaust education. What
are some of the essential elements which need to be

* April 1981 1




integrated within a framework for teaching the

Holocaust?

To begin with, the Holocaust should not simply be
taught as a modern illustration of Jewish persecution in
a long chain of anti-Semitic incidents. Something of the
uniqueness of the Holocaust needs to be conveyed. For
example, students need to be shown that although
many more non-Jews than Jews were killed during the
Second World War, Jews were the only ones who were
killed solely because of who they were, not because of
what they did or believed. Religious and atheistic,
observant and non-observant — all went to their
deaths. This made the Holocaust a singular and
unprecedented event. Just being a Jew was a warrant
for death.

With the passage of time, the scope of
responsibility for the Holocaust must also be
broadened. The outrage of our students must not only
focus on the Nazis and teaching the Holocaust should
not simply become a means of condemning Germans.
Young people have to be shown that not only was one
particular nation guilty of allowing itself to be caught in
the paranoia of murder, but the world which witnessed
the terror of the Holocaust, stood by and remained
silent must also stand accused. Nor is there cause for
feelings of self-righteousness on the part of the Jewish
world. There were Jewish leaders and .communities
who also kept their silence in the period of the
Holocaust and will never feel completely innocent. In
broadening the scope of responsibility in this way our
aim should be to instil in our students a sense of
responsibility that will galvanise them to action in time,
should danger to the Jewish people ever arise again.

In the teaching of the Holocaust, it is important not
to make such teaching simply one unrelieved tale of
horror after horror. For the Holocaust to be grasped, we
often have to reduce some of its awesomeness to
credible proportions, lest the lesson be lost entirely.
Compilation and study of statistical material provides an
excellent example of the sort of danger latent in
attempting to teach the Holocaust as one large tale of
horror: It has been demonstrated that the murder of
millions conveys nothing to the young person; the
figure is beyond his grasp. It is far easier to identify
oneself with the fate of an individual, for one can
understand the feelings of an individual, justify his

surrender or participate in his struggle. The Diary of
Anna Frank for example, has proved to be more
eloguent than numerous articles and essays on the
catastrophe of the Holocaust. that is why the television
series ‘‘Holocaust’”, despite all of its Hollywood
trappings, can be a most effective medium in teaching
the Holocaust: it was concerned with the fate of an
individual family. The individual must be the main
subject in any attempt to explain and study the
problem. From the individual case the student should
be encouraged to search for and deduce the wider
implications.

At the same time an attempt must also be made to
highlight the elements of hope and creativity in the
Holocaust, for in the depths of hopelessness and
destruction Jews did manage to find hope and discover
creativity. The greatest instance of hope is, of course,
the historic meeting point of the founding of the State
of Israel and the Holocaust. One cannot be taught
without the other. However, in making such a
connection it would be totally wrong to suggest to
students that the State is, in some measure, a
compensation for the suffering of the Holocaust, that it
was created on the ashes of six million martyrs. Rather,
the connection between the two must be taught as an
example of Jewish creativity that was able to defy the
Holocaust and of a Jewish ability to discover hope and
reconstruct because of and despite persecution. There
are many other examples of Jewish creativity and
dignity which must not be overlooked in the teaching
process. The many instances of resistance and cases of
incredible courage of Jews in the way they gave up
their lives for Kiddush Hashem, must also become part
of the Jewish historical consciousness of our students.

The various points that have been considered all stem
from one fundamental point: In teaching the Holocaust
we want to force our students into an open, honest,
ongoing questioning of the meaning of Jewish
existence in the past, present and future. It is precisely
because of its mystery and unfathomability, that the
Holocaust can serve as a most powerful motivating
force impelling young Jews to think seriously about the
implications of their Jewishness. By focusing on this
mystery, we utilize the Holocaust as a positive stimulus
to greater Jewish awareness and concern.

THE RAPE OF THE HOLOCAUST

W. D. Rubinstein

During the past five years there have emerged in
full-blown form and frcm opposite ends of the political
spectrum twin movements which rape the Holocaust.
From the extreme right, a growing group of writers and
publicists who term themselves “'historical revisionists’’
deny that the Holocaust occurred. No gas chambers
ever existed; the six million Jews of occupied Europe
are still alive; the Holocaust itself was a gigantic hoax
devised during and after the War by ‘’Marxists’’ and, of
course, '‘Zionists’’. From the extreme anti-Zionist left
there is ever-increasing employment of the notion that
although the Holocaust certainly occurred, ‘‘Zionists”’
and “Zionism’’ collaborated directly in carrying it out.
Both of these theses, and particularly the first, have
achieved a measure of publicity in Jewish publications,
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including Midstream, but have never, in my opinion,
received the careful analysis they increasingly deserve.
Nor do | believe that many Jews, are aware of the sheer
wickedness and venom demonstrated by those who
propagate these theories, or of the considerable strides
in popularity and publicity they have taken on the right
and the left. Precisely because the Holocaust is now so
widely regarded as ‘‘the central event of the modern
world’’, the creation of alternate and competing myths
— in both the literal and Sorelian senses — concerning
the Holocaust which abuse and molest its victims, are
bound to multiply. Precisely because awareness of the
Holocaust by Jews and by others has increased so
markedly in recent years, the need to destroy its
credibility and reverse its implications has grown accor-
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dingly, just at the time when Holocaust survivors are
dying off and the remaining war criminals trundled into
court as apparently pitiable old men. And precisely
because the Holocaust is and will always remain so fun-
damentally painful for Jews, it provides a natural target
for those anti-semites who combine sadism and
viciousness with their bigotry. Lamentably, both of
these alternate Holocaust myths are bound to grow in
importance and popularity, though it is probably also
true to say that it is unlikely that either will ever truly
break through into the center-stage of genuine discus-
sion, much less respectability. Although at the present
time both myths plainly emanate from what can well
and truly be termed the lunatic fringe, it is in my opinion
imperative that Jews become better-informed about
their claims and their proponents before either can truly
emerge into the mainstream. They surely represent the
anti-semitic wave of the future, and we must be aware
of that fact.

For the past twenty-five or thirty years, successive
attempts have been made to whittle down, by means of
exceedingly dubious demographic arguments, the total
number of Jewish victims of the Holocaust. The best-
known of these works were those of a Frenchman nam-
ed Paul Rassinier which bore the curious titles of Le
Mensonge d’Ulysses, Ulysses Trahi les Siens, and
(more appropriately) his most complete work, which
appeared in 1964, entitled Le Drame des Juifs Euro-
peens. In Britain in 1974 appeared a booklet by one
Richard Harwood (the pseudonym of Richard Verrall,
an official of the neo-Nazi political party, the National
Front), Did Six Million Really Die? However, all of these
works were but prelude to the centrepiece and master-
work of this school, A. R. Butz's The Hoax of the
Twentieth Century, which appeared in 1976, published
by the (nonexistent but grandiosely titled) Historical
Review Press of Southam, Warwickshire, England. It
has since appeared in an American edition, published
by the equally unknown Noontide Press of Los
Angeles, and has risen swiftly to classic status on the
anti-semitic ultra right.

Every age and place has the anti-semitism which
best suits its nature. Just as The Protocols of the Elders
of Zion was a representative of the peasant societies of
old eastern Europe, and Alfred Rosenberg’s The Myth
of the Twentieth Century, with its pseudo-science and
mystic idealism, suited the normless students and
demobilized soldiers of Weimar Germany, so The Hoax
of the Twentieth Century is a product of the age of the
computer and the academic footnote. This work ex-
tends the pioneering efforts of Rassinier and Harwood
to its logical conclusion; it is, one is inevitably tempted
to say, the final solution to the Holocaust question. The
thesis of this book is that the Holocaust did not occur. It
was instead a gigantic, unprecedented hoax created by
"‘Zionists’”” and “"Marxists’’ operating through the Allied
wartime and post-war governments. The Nazis had no
program of extermination; Auschwitz and the other ex-
termination centres were chemical factories; the corp-
ses one sees in Holocaust photographs are typhoid vic-
tims. ““The ‘gas chambers’,” writes Butz, “‘were war-
time propaganda fantasies completely comparable to
the garbage that was shovelled out by Lord Bryce and
his associates in World War |"". Jewish losses during
the Second World War possibly totalled one million, but
these were invariably deaths caused by disease,
malnutrition, or general havoc during the closing stages
of the War. The people who suffered most during the
War were not Jews. According to the author, the peo-
ple who suffered most were the losers, the Germans
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(and Austrians), who lost 10 million dead due to military
casualties, Allied bombings, the Russian terror ....
Russian and French labor conscriptions of POWs . . .
and the vengeful occupation policies of 1945-1948.

There are two immediate objections to this
remarkable theory. Firstly: why has no top Nazi ever
denied there was a Holocaust? And secondly, where
are the people — the six million Jews of occupied
Europe — who vanished off the face of the earth? Ac-
cording to Butz, the top Nazis all admitted to the
“Holocaust legend’’ as a form of ‘‘plea-bargaining’’ at
the Nuremberg and later war crimes trials (even though
most were hanged anyway), trials which were con-
ducted amidst torture, the mass forgery of documents
and general hysteria. The people, according to Butz,
are living as illegal immigrants(!) in the United States,
the Soviet Union, Israel, and elsewhere. The Jewish
population of the United States is not 5.5-6 million as
demographers believe, but probably 9 million, of whom
"at least 4,000,000 (live) in the New York City area
alone.”” Most of the ‘“record Jewish movement” to the
United States came during the years 1937-49 when, ac-
cording to Butz — but no one else — the United States
had a ‘’very open immigration policy.” It is true that the
readily-available official figures of migration to the
United States seem to suggest very little Jewish settle-
ment in the United States during this period, but many
came by way of South America and Asia.

We should not expect that the uprooted Jews
were particularly scrupulous in regard to legal creden-
tials . . . It should not have been difficult to arrange for
the creation of credentials which declared Jews to have
been permanent residents of various South American
countries, and possibly also of Canada. A side trip to
the country in question while en route to the U.S. might
have been necessary, but such a trip would have been
scenic anyway. South American countries would pro-
bably have been happy to cooperate, since the Jews
were not in the process of settling with them, and there
was no doubt bribe money as well.

Just who was responsible for creating the
Holocaust legend? The most important elements were,
of course, the world’'s leading Zionists and Zionist
organisations. There was, however, a considerable
Marxist input as well.

The Communist apparatus of the WRB (i.e., War
Refugees Board, which Butz has just described as "“an
instrument of the World Jewish Congress and other
Zionist organisations’’) was also one of the directors in-
volved, for the person to whom (Henry) Morgenthau
had delegated all of the Treasury’s powers in the areas
relevant to the WRB was Harry Dexter White, later ex-
posed as a Soviet spy . . . Itis also worth remarking that
the general counsel of the WRB, (Josiah) Du Bois, was
closely associated with the Communist agent, William
L. Ullmann, and was also a witness of White's will.

The world’s communist states also contributed to
the creation and maintenance of the Holocaust legend
by obligingly providing population data indicating a
decline of many millions in the Jewish population of
eastern Europe. Why the Soviet Union and its satellites
— the world’s most anti-Zionist and anti-semitic states
— should be so mindful of Jewish interests in this area
is not explained; nor, for that matter, does Butz offer an
explanation of why the four victorious powers at
Nuremberg, in their creation of the Holocaust myth,
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should have been so helpful to Zionism, especially as
the British lawyers and judges (previously thought in-
corruptable) represented a government which at that
moment was brutally suppressing the Zionist dream in
Palestine by any possible means. However, one takes
what logic one can from The Hoax of the Twentieth
Century and is grateful for it.

Butz goes on to discuss how those who agree with
him should reply to ““a Jew who claims to have lost
some relative or close acquaintance in the
‘holocaust’ *’, and suggests that there are several ways
to react to such a point. An obvious possibility is that
the man is lying. However it is more probable that he is
telling the truth as he knows it.

Butz then delivers himself of the following
sociological perspective on Jewish family life which
deserves to be quoted at length

A more important and plausible motivation for fail-
ing to re-establish contact held (sic) when a separation
of husband and wife was involved. A very large number
of marriages are held together by purely social and
economic constraints; such constraints did not exist for
a great number of the Jews uprooted by the German
policies and wartime and postwar conditions.

In many cases deported Jewish families were
broken up for what was undoubtedly intended by the
Germans to be a period of limited duration. This was
particularly the case when the husband seemed a good
labor conscript; just as German men were conscripted
for hazardous military service, Jews were conscripted
for unpleasant labor tasks. Under such conditions it is
reasonable to expect that many of these lonely wives
and husbands would have, during or at the end of the
war, established other relations that seemed more
valuable than the previous relationships. In such cases,
then, there would have been a strong motivation not to
re-establish contact with the legal spouse . . . This
possibility could account for a surprisingly large number
of ‘missing” Jews.

Perhaps the most basic question which might be
asked of this matter is just why the Zionists fabricated
the Holocaust legend. Butz provides two major
reasons. The first . . . naturally relates to Palestine. The
‘justification’ that Zionists invariably give for driving the
Arabs out of Palestine always involves the six million
legend to a great extent . . . When, in November 1975,
an overwhelming majority at the United Nations, in a
burst of clarity rare for that organization, endorsed a
resolution declaring Zionism to be a form of racism (a
truth as inescapable as 2 + 2 = 4), the U.S. represen-
tative . . . was reduced in astonishingly short order to
hysterical yapping (sic) about the six million.

The other reason is financial. The Holocaust
legend was devised in large part so that Jews could ob-
tain large amounts of money from the West German
government by fraud, as ““‘compensation’’ for murders
which did not occur.

As of 1975, the Bonn Government had paid Jews
about $2 billion worth of restitution and indemnifica-
tions of various sorts . . . Since this work has shown
that the ‘unspeakable criminal acts’, in the sense in
which that expression is used in the Luxembourg Trea-
ty, are largely a hoax, and, specifically, a Zionist hoax, it
then develops (sic) that Israel owes Germany a lot of
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money, since the proposed justification for the repara-
tions has been invalidated. .

This financial argument is frequently repeated, in
even more exaggerated form, by Butz’s associates. The
basis for the Holocaust legend was, however, laid by
Jews long before, specifically by the ancient rabbis who
compiled the Talmud. Their claim concerning the mass
murders of Jews by Romans . . . seems remarkably
similar to the spirit of our century’s hoax. In this con-
nection it may be noted that it is not really anomalous
that a Talmudic scholar such as Rabbi Weissmandel
plays a possibly significant part in the hoax. Also . . .
Rabbi Wise . . . may also have some claim to being a
Talmudic scholar. One suspects that such scholars
might have been exactly the type required to give birth
to the hoax.

| do not believe that any Jew can read The Hoax of
the Twentieth Century or any of the associated
literature which has grown up around it without a pro-
found sense of outrage, shock, and anguish which
amounts in force almost to a physical assault. When
this work received wide Australian publicity in 1979
through a letter to a local newspaper which restated its
central thesis, Yehuda Svoray, an Israeli journalist living
in Melbourne wrote,

| read the letter twice and | didn’t know whether to
scream out loud, to bang my head against the wall, or
whether to laugh insanely . . . My grandmother, my
aunt, my uncle and dozens of my friends and acquain-
tances were killed in Nazi extermination camps during
World War 2. | feel personally affronted, slapped in the
face, spatupon. ..

Butz and his associates have this effect wherever
they go; one can readily infer this by the increasing and
widespread references to this work in recent Jewish
writings, often quite gratuitously. Perhaps the most ex-
traordinary aspect of The Hoax of the Twentieth Cen-
tury, and probably the main reason for its current im-
portance, lies in the fact that it is, at least superficially,
not a crude or illerate piece of race hate literature, but
an apparently serious scholarly work which argues its
thesis in three hundred dense pages with hundreds of
footnote references to German and Allied sources. Nor
is its author a backwoods Ku Klux Klansman, but an
Associate Professor of Electrical Engineering at
Northwestern University near Chicago. To give the
author his due, it superficially makes its case with a
diabolical ingenuity indicative of a powerful if perverted
intelligence, and is likely to deceive a great many people
who are not professional historians or whose relatives
did not suffer under Hitler. It is unlikely, however, to
fool any academic historian or anyone familiar with the
canons of historical evidence, since, at its base, it is a
trick, the intellectual equivalent of a sideshow shell-
and-pea game which is undoubtedly very clever, un-
questionably designed to separate the yokels from their
money (or, in this case, from their sense and decency),
and, most of all, certainly an illusion. But behind this
facade lies what is perhaps the most appalling and
obscene piece of anti-semitic hate propaganda written
in English in the twentieth century.

If The Hoax of the Twentieth Century were the ef-
fort of a lone crank it could perhaps be dismissed as
unimportant. Unfortunately, it is the center-piece of a
growing school of ““Holocaust denial”’ literature which
its publication has spurred both to inspire and to
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organise. In Los Angeles in July 1979 there occurred an
event as disturbing as it is astonishing, the first public
conference to “‘proving’’ that the Holocaust did not oc-
cur. It was held at Northrup University and was attend-
ed by seventy delegates from Britain, Germany,
France, Australia, and Mexico, as well as the United
States. An organisation entitled The Institute for
Historical Review, (which sponsored the Los Angeles
conference) its address a post office box in Torrance,
California, now publishes a journal devoted to proving
that the Holocaust was indeed a Zionist hoax. This con-
ference passed a resolution declaring that ‘“the whole
theory (sic) of ‘the holocaust’ has been created and pro-
mulgated by political Zionism for the attainment of
political and economic ends, specifically the continued
and perpetual financial support of the military aggres-
sion of Israel by the people of Germany and the U.S."”’,
and ‘‘offers a reward of $50,000 to anyone who can
prove that the Nazis operated gas chambers to Kkill
Jews.”

It is in my opinion important that Jews pinpoint the
forces behind the anti-Holocaust movement. There
would seem to be at least three distinct elements
among this strange melange who title themselves
"historical revisionist’’. The first — but only one among
several — are the out-and-out crude ultra right wing
anti-semites and open racists, who, though diminished
in number, certainly still exist. One delegate to the Los
Angeles convention, a West German named Dr. Austin
J. App, “‘pointed out that no German has ever planned
anything as atrocious as the Morgenthau Plan —
Roosevelt's official plan to starve 30 million Germans —
or numerous other bloodthirsty plans urged by
“Talmudists’’ (sic) against Christian Germany.”
Similarly, the British neo-Nazi political party, the Na-
tional Front, has been extremely active in propagating
the ““no Holocaust’’ theory. The second element com-
prises a strange group of fringe historians, chiefly in
America, who have long termed themselves “’historical
revisionists’’. Virtually unnoticed by academic scholars,
they have long espoused the view that America’s
emergence from isolationism during the 1930s was a
mistake and that the Second World War was essentially
caused by Allied rather than Axis aggression. One of
the leaders of this school, Dr. James J. Martin (who at-
tended and spoke at the anti-Holocaust convention) in
1965 published a work entitled American Liberalism and
World Politics, 1931-1947 which described the shift of
American intellectuals away from isolationism in that
period (a phenomenon one would have thought unsur-
prising in view of the rise of Axis powers). Reviewing
this book in the New York Times (April 25, 1965) Pro-
fessor Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr. noted . . . the further
one gets in this curious work the more one comes to
feel that its controlling emotion is really the feeling that
the United States had no business opposing Hitler and
the ‘Nazis’ . . . This is a notable example of the pseudo-
scholarship to which the far right has for some reason
recently become addicted . . . If this book is a hoax, as
it may well be, it is the culmination of the sick joke. If it
is serious, it is perhaps another matter, as its author
would say, for clinical psychology.

Franklin D. Roosevelt — who was certainly no
saint — is a particular target of this school.

Closely aligned to the neo-isolationist strand in
"revisionism’’ is a thread which runs through the entire
movement. This is its anti-establishmentism, the con-
viction plainly held by many of this movement's
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members, that in proving the non-existence of the
Holocaust they have acquired secret knowledge about
one of the central events of history by which the
Establishment — dominated as it is by Jews,
academics, Marxists and Washington bureaucrats —
conspires to organise and dominate the polity of the en-
tire Western world. The most vocal Australian propo-
nent of the ““no Holocaust theme’’ distributes a
newsletter which is headed with Orwell’s quote ““Who
controls the past controls the future. Who controls the
present controls the past.”” Such a mental framework
should be familiar enough to Jews, for it was essentially
that of earlier anti-semites (like Henry Ford in America)
who argued that Jews secretly controlled the entire
world, from Bolshevik Moscow to Wall Street; thus
Butz and his colleagues view today’s Soviet Union as
necessarily aiding ‘‘Zionism’ by continuing to pro-
pound the Holocaust hoax (though it doesn’t).

The anti-Holocaust movement has been active in-
ternationally as well as in America, and it is probably fair
to say that it has achieved greater publicity abroad than
in the United States much to the anguish of the local
Jewish communities. In France, an Associate Professor
of Literature at the University of Lyons, Robert
Faurisson, published a long article in Le Monde in 1979
entitled “The Problem of the Gas Chambers or The
Rumour of Auschwitz’”’. Faurisson became convinced
in 1960 that the gas chambers were “‘a historic lie’’, and
for nineteen years he ““searched in vain for one sole
deportee who could prove to me that he had really seen
a gas chamber with his own eyes’”. Le Monde is
France's equivalent to the New York Times, and it is
astonishing that such an article could appear there.
Faurisson — rightly or wrongly — was eventually
dismissed from his academic post, a somewhat unex-
pected act in a country where government and left-
wing opposition vie with each other in their hostility to

The “Melbourne Chronicle”, published
by the Jewish National Library and Cul-
tural Centre “Kadimah”, aims to deal
with cultural, communal, social, political
and religious issues of interest and rele-
vance to the Jewish community.

In keeping with this aim, the “Mel-
bourne Chronicle” invites contributions
of articles, poetry, short stories, critiques
and reviews from all interested members
in the community. In particular, it seeks
to serve as an outlet for local creative
literary talent.

The opinions expressed by contributors
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Israel. In Australia, the ““no Holocaust’" view received
extremely wide publicity when it was taken up by John
Bennett, a well-known Melbourne lawyer. Bennett's
case is especially remarkable in that he is not a denizen
of the native Ku Klux Klan, but the Secretary of the
local Civil Liberties Council. Bennett has described
himself as a ‘’fanatical supporter of Israel’ until reading
Butz. After an apparent quasi-religious conversion to
the no-Holocaust viewpoint, Bennett has disseminated
this theory as widely as possible, and has appeared on
Australian radio and television several times since early
1979. This has lead to a deep rift in the Civil Liberties
group he leads, as well as to a particularly agonized
reaction among the local Jewish community, half of
whom are Holocaust survivors or their close relatives.

For Jews, the most pressing questions of all con-
cerning ‘‘revisionism’’ are whether this movement is
likely to grow and spread, and how Jews ought to react
to it. As to the first question, my opinion is that it is
unlikely to prove more than a singularly disturbing
nuisance. It is unlikely — to say the least — to be taken
seriously by any reputable academic historian, who
would be compelled to address the awkward questions
(like, ‘where are the missing Jews?’) which Butz leaves
unanswered or answers in a plainly mendacious way.
So far as | am aware, no reputable academic journal has
ever published an article or reviewed a book by a
Holocaust ‘‘revisionist’’. Similarly, but for varying
reasons, no mainstream “‘interest’’ is served by, or even
associated with, revisionism, and it is likely to be shunn-
ed by the Establishment right (which is generally philo-
semitic), the moderate left, and the extreme left,
though for very different reasons. Jews ought to react
to revisionism in the only possible way: by stating and
restating the truth. | would personally welcome it if
some highly-qualified historian examined and rebutted
The Hoax of the Twentieth Century point by point. But
this is perhaps the most difficult thing for any Jew to
do, for he would surely regard such an effort as an
obscenity, an insult to the victims of the Holocaust
which degrades anyone who undertakes it. Yet | fear it
must be done.

Finally, it is perhaps worth making explicit at this
point precisely what it is in “‘revisionism’ which is so
appalling and repugnant to Jews. It is not merely its
chronic untruthfulness or even its defamation of the six
million dead and their living relatives. The most deprav-
ed feature of ‘‘revisionism’’ instead lies in its attempted
transformation of the Holocaust from the greatest
crime committed against the Jews to the Jews’
greatest crime the “"hoax of the twentieth century’’, the
greatest fraud in history, accomplished by “‘Zionists"”
and their dupes purely for political and financial ends.
Perhaps no anti-semitic libel in history has ever been so
bold in its aim or endeavour.

So much for the ultra right. There is now the far
left to be considered, and, more specifically, the man-
ner in which it rapes the Holocaust in a way equivalent
to the extreme right. Here the problem is surely
deciding among a surfeit of ways, for the various
groupings on the far left go about this in more ways
than one. The Soviet way — and, hence, what might
be termed the “‘orthodox’’ far left solution to the
Holocaust question — is of course to write it out of the
history books. This does not entail, as does the revi-
sionists’ activities, any elaborate rewriting of history,
but simply the cold death of silence always handed out
to the Soviet's unpersons and nonevents. Since —
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significantly — the Soviet Union does not deny the
atrocities committed by the Nazis, under whom 20
million Russians perished, Jews are merely subsumed
under the losses suffered by other nationalities. Thus 3
million dead Poles and 3 million dead Polish Jews
becomes 6 million dead Poles, and so on. What might
be termed the ‘‘radical’’ solution to the Holocaust ques-
tion consists of comparing Israel to the Nazis and
Palestinians to the Jews of occupied Europe, an
analogy now made with great regularity. Finally there is
the “liberal”’ or "‘universalistic’’ solution, to compare
any situation of suffering to the Holocaust, thereby
minimizing the Nazis’ specific intent of destroying Euro-
pean Jewry (and only Jewry) as well as cheapening an
event unique in history.

All of these are atrocious and perverse in their way,
and no Jew can fail to be offended by them. None,
however, is | believe truly analogous to the claims of the
right-wing revisionists, and it is a real tribute to the in-
genuity of the far left that, having already propounded
so many solutions to the Holocaust question, they
should discover another more wicked still. This is the
claim that “‘Zionists’’ collaborated with the Nazis
throughout their entire rule, including the Holocaust
period. This argument is now a stock-in-trade argument
of the ultra left throughout the English-speaking world.
In Britain, for instance, it is propagated by the British
Anti-Zionist Organisation (BAZO), an umbrella group
with considerable influence on the radical student left.
The use of the ‘“Nazi-Zionist collaboration’ line has in-
creased enormously during the past five years, and is
typically voiced in the most abusive and virulent
language imaginable. Speaking of the Union of Jewish
Students, the mainstream Jewish student society in
Britain, a typical article from Against Zionism,
B.A.Z.0.’s journal, noted there is little doubt that these
poor brainwashed kids have picked up a lot in the way
of learning Zionist techniques of slander from their sum-
mer sojourns to the Zionist state. But what can one ex-
pect from an outfit which is financed by the World
Zionist Organisation to the tune of at least 22,000
pounds (a year) as a propaganda and publicity outfit for
the new Zionist Nazis in occupied Palestine.

On Radio 3CR, Melbourne’s ultra left-dominated
fringe radio station, ‘‘Palestine Speaks’’ stated in June
1977 — Few aspects of Zionism are as treacherous and
inexcusable as the role they played during the Second
World War . . . Clearly World Zionism was saying: We
are interested in Zionism, not in saving Jews. They will
come to Palestine or as far as we are concerned they
can rot in concentration camps.

Of what do these claims of Nazi-Zionist collabora-
tion consist? The technique of the ultra left is an in-
teresting one. It glides effortlessly from claiming that
“In August 1933 the first official agreement between
Zionism and Nazism was signed (the Ha’'avara agree-
ment)”’, to 1938, when the Zionists sent Pino Ginsberg
to Berlin and Moshe Bar-Giland to Vienna, to sign fur-
ther agreements. Cooperation between Zionists and
Nazis on the basis of the secret accords signed by
Ginsberg and Bar-Giland operated smoothly until 1941.

Then came the Holocaust — a rather inexplicable
event, one might have thought, given the close friend-
ship between Nazism and Zionism. Never mind.

Not only did the international Zionist movement fail
to send arms or ammunition to help the ghetto fighters,
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but also many European Zionists helped to sabotage
Jewish resistance. Revisionist Zionist Jacob Gens
betrayed Vilno resistance leader Itzit Witenberg to the
Nazis . . . Hashomer Hatzair leader Abraham Gancwa-
jch gave weekly intelligence reports to the Gestapo and
headed a 300 man pro-Nazi ‘police force’ in the Warsaw
ghetto, while liberal Zionist Ephraim Barasz tried to pre-
vent resistance in Bialystok by withholding information
on Nazi plans from the ghetto inhabitants.

"“The last known Zionist-Nazi agreement’’, and the
one which the ‘“‘collaborationists’’ make the most of,
was the Kastner Affair, which emerged into world-
wide, notoriety in Israel in the 1950s.

A second charge frequently made by the collabora-
tionists is, if anything, still more extraordinary. The
Zionist demons, it is frequently alleged, deliberately and
cold-bloodedly murdered large numbers of other Jews
to further their ends. It was the Haganah, according to
this view of history, which blew up two hundred would-
be immigrants on board the ‘Patria’ in November 1940
to prevent its departure from Palestine; similarly two
hundred victims did not suffice the Zionist propaganda
purposes. On 24 February 1942, the ship ‘Struma’
which was loaded with 769 illegal Jewish immigrants,
exploded in the Black Sea . . . By a strange coin-
cidence, the Haganah officer, David Stoliar, was the
sole survivor of the explosion.

It might be asked why the Zionist monster was so
ready to collaborate with the Nazis and murder other
Jews. Two reasons, it would seem, account for this.
Firstly, Zionism is simply a form of Nazism. This is, of
course, a contention frequently found in the Soviet
anti-semitic propaganda machine — it is here that we
find such claims as that Nazi leaders ‘sought to create a
pro-facist Jewish state in the Middle East’’, and is im-
plicit, if not explicit, in the 1975 U.N. resolution terming
Zionism a form of racism. Also implied in this argument,
and a major key to understanding it, is the suggestion
that Zionists regarded non-Zionist Jews as sub-humans
who could, quite rightly, perish if they persisted in their
views. Secondly, Zionism is not interested in the
liberating of Jews but exclusively in bringing Jews to
Palestine: Jews who did not wish to go to Palestine
were intrinsically of no interest to Zionism. Zionism
prescribed immigration to Palestine as the only answer
to anti-Semitism, it criticized and rejected any struggle
for emancipation, civil rights legislation, etc . . . The
fiercer the struggle (against Nazism) became, the fur-
ther apart did the Zionist organisation stand from the
rest of Jewry.

What is one to make of all this? There are three
points, | think, which must be kept in mind by Jews
when approaching this latest, sickest perversion of the
Holocaust and of Jewish aspirations. Firstly, collabora-
tion with Nazism was the one option never open to
Jews. Zionist or anti-Zionist, Jews were a priori
subhuman, and went to their deaths indiscriminately,
without regard to their views on the future of Palestine.
As Nazism became ever more extreme and uncom-
promising, so any possibility of “‘collaboration’”” —
whatever that might have meant in the best of cir-
cumstances — diminished accordingly. Secondly,
"Zionism’’ was a movement without a sovereign na-
tional base until 1948. Its leaders had little or no
freedom of action, and were subject to severe repres-
sion and restriction by the British colonial masters in
Palestine as well as to anti-semitism wherever they lived
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in Europe. It is thus fundamentally misconceived to
blame ““Zionism’’ in any way for events over which it
had absolutely no control. On the contrary — and plain-
ly — had Israel existed as a sovereign state in the 1930s,
the situation would have been altered fundamentally
(and for the better), and millions of lives would have
been saved. Thirdly, by Zionist “’collaboration’’ with the
Nazis, proponents of this view often mean nothing
more than that both had a common desire to see
Europe’s Jews removed elsewhere. Conceptually, this
is as misleading as to claim that both physicians and
germs have a common interest in spreading disease
(else the doctor would be out of a job) or that both ar-
sonists and firemen have a common interest in assuring
that a burning building is an empty-one, so that their
are no witnesses, the other, so that there are no
victims.

Although the “collaborationist” line is the true
parallel to the ““no Holocaust” thesis propounded by
the ultra right, there are certain respects in which the in-
tent of their propagandists is materially different. While
the ‘““no Holocaust” thesis is deeply offensive to all
Jews, the ““collaborationist”” argument is designed in
part to sever Jews from the Zionist movement.
B.A.Z.0. makes great play about having Jewish sup-
porters. Its literature contains a petition endorsing its
views which ‘““people of a Jewish background” may
sign, and it claims to have 120 Jewish supports in Bri-
tain. The self-hating radical Jew is, of course, a
thoroughly familiar figure, and this claim may well be
accurate. Secondly, and more importantly, these
charges of Nazi-Zionist collaboration are plainly design-
ed as a smokescreen to mask the very real history of
Nazi-Arab friendship and collaboration, most notorious-
ly in the case of Haj Amin el Husseini, the anti-semitic
Grand Mufti of Jerusalem and Yasser Arafat's
predecessor as leader of the Palestinians.

However, the parallels between the ultra right and
ultra left assaults on the Holocaust greatly outweigh
their differences. Both distort history, rewriting it selec-
tively to the detriment of Jews. Although elements of
both can be found in anti-semitic writings published
during the 1950s and 1960s, both have emerged in full-
blown form only recently. In the case of the “’collabora-
tionist”’ line, the key publications appear to be a choice
piece of Soviet anti-semitism, ‘‘Danger: Zionism'’,
which appeared in an Odessa periodical in 1975, and a
semi-scholarly article by an East German journalist
Klaus Polkehn, “The Secrets Contacts: Zionism and
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Nazi Germany 1933-1941", published in Beirut's Jour-
nal of Palestine Studies in 1976, a magazine which
mixes serious scholarship with P.L.O. propaganda. This
latter article, described as ‘‘particularly vicious’’ by Dr.
Jacob Gerwitz, claims inter alia that Eichmann visited
Palestine in 1937 as a guest of the Hagana despite his
own admission at his trial that he came to make contact
with the Grand Mufti, and asserts that the Irgun offered
Hitler a pact under which Palestine would become a
facist Jewish state allied to Nazi Germany. As with the
“no Holocaust’’ thesis, the ‘‘collaborationist’”’ line is,
naturally, extremely offensive to Jews, especially to the
Jewish Holocaust survivors who know that “‘Zionist”
and "‘anti-Zionist’’ Jews invariably died together just as
they often fought together. The publication of a par-
ticularly mendacious article with the screaming headline
“Zionism and Nazism’ in a Melbourne student
newspaper in April 1980 produced a storm of anguished
replies from Holocaust survivors, several of them both
Zionists and courageous resistance fighters in the ghet-
to, and — as with Butz and his associates — the
““collaborationist’’ claims produces this effect whenever
they are made.

Most important of all the parallels, however, is the
fact that both focus on the Holocaust, and moreover in
a particularly inhuman and repellent way. For the
""collaborationist”” line transforms the nature of the
Holocaust in precisely the same manner as does the
““no Holocaust’’ theory ““the greatest crime ever com-
mitted against the Jews now emerges as the Jews’ (or
Jewish nationalism'’s) greatest Crime”: Not ‘‘the hoax
of the twentieth century’’, but the auto-genocide of the
twentieth century, in which the perfidious and
demonical Zionists helped to murder one-third of their
entire people to accomplish their racist ends.

Several major conclusions, | think, can be drawn
from the emergence of these twin assaults on the
Holocaust. Perhaps the most striking, and most signifi-
cant, is that they are mutually contradictory — and not
merely contradictory, but flagrant and palpable an-

tithesis in every way except their offensiveness and
mendacity. Indeed, a particularly macabre black
humorist has a sketch to write in which advocates of
both the ‘“no Holocaust’’ and ‘‘collaborationist’”’ lines
are brought together to explain how, on the one hand,
“Zionists’’, so recently allied to the Nazis (if not actual
Nazis) could have reversed themselves to fabricate the
Holocaust legend with the Soviet Union and other
““Marxists’’. In this very antithesis lies, | think, a source
of considerable strength to us, and, | think, something
which should be stressed whenever one or another of
these historical ‘‘theories”’ is presented.

Secondly, it is, of course, no coincidence that the
target of both right and left in their contradictory claims
is “Zionism’’. Israel — the Zionist achievement — is the
very symbol and focus' of Jewish success in the con-
temporary world, and all anti-semites naturally attack
Jewish power and achievement in order to weaken the
Jewish people as a whole. ““Zionism’’ and ‘‘Zionists"’
are of course also convenient and universally-employed
code-words among anti-semites unable, in today’s
climate, to make direct and unqualified attacks as such
upon the Jewish people. Indeed, the invention and use
of the term “‘Zionist”’ in this context is one of the great
achievements of post-war anti-semitism.

Finally, we should not, | think, deceive ourselves
about what these vicious, brutal, and loathsome at-
tacks upon the memory of the greatest crime in modern
history mean or portend. They mean that the Holocaust
itself is no longer, as it were, out of bounds or off-limits
to anti-semites, and that anti-semites no longer demur
to intrude upon our private grief. They have, as it were,
raised the ante of viciousness. In considering the
writings of Butz and his left-wing counterparts, we are,
once again, looking into the very pit of hell, into a
universe where the victim is not merely no longer the
victim, entitled at least to some compassion or con-
sideration, but has instead become the criminal. Anti-
semitism, in short, like poverty and death, is always
with us, a truth we should understand as clearly as did
Herzl and the other founders of Zionism.

A GOOD PLAY AND ITS DARKER SIDES
On Ron Elisha’s ““In Duty Bound’’
by Yehuda Svoray

The theatre is not the dramatised version of a
political, sociological or ideological treatise. It does
not perform the function of a newspaper editorial. It
cannot presume to raise problems in their totality or
attempt to suggest solutions. It would be wrong,
therefore, to burden a play like Ron Elisha’s *‘In Duty
Bound' * with duties it cannot fulfil. It would be
wrong for the audience to expect the theatre to
assume a role it does not claim to have and can never
be expected to play.

Theatre is a form of art. Its first and foremost
function in modern times is to entertain. This does not
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mean that the theatre can or should be devoid of
ideas or that it should not carry a message. Even the
simplest kind of comedy or melodrama will have an
underlying philosophy or message. But Theatre that
does concern itself only with the message and does
not entertain, theatre that fails to capture the au-
dience’s interest is bound to fail miserably.

When people ask ‘‘“Why did the playwright not
write something else than what he has written?"’, they
reveal a lack of the basic understanding for the ge-
nuine creative process. A playwright, a novelist, a
poet writes what he or she must, what he or she feels
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or wants to say. We might like it, we might criticise it
but we have no right to suggest that the creator of a
work of art should exchange his own ideas, his own
thoughts, his own way of expression for ideas,
thoughts or modes of expression that are not his but
reflect what he thinks others would like to hear or see.
An artist who works that way is not an artist; he is not
a creator — he becomes a hack. He plays up to the
audience, he tries to please. When ideology and
politics come into this creative process — we get the
repulsive system of a commissar directing the arts.

“‘In Duty Bound"' is a good play — it has many in-
gredients of an interesting drama, it keeps the in-
terest of the audience, it wishes to express certain
ideas in theatrical terms. True, it is not a pleasant
play, it is bitter and critical and provocative but so are
many modern plays from Brecht, through Pinter to the
Australian Williamson.

““In Duty Bound’' has caused an enormous wave
of controversy in the Jewish community. Everyone
talks about it — even those who never saw it. This is
definitely a good measure of a play's success: It
pleased some, it enraged others but it left nobody
cold.

An important contributing factor of the play's
success is that the actors of the Melbourne Theatre
Company who played in *‘In Duty Bound'' did so with a
deep sense of responsibility, with an astonishing in-
sight and humour in spite of their non-Jewish
background. Roy Lawler in particular, playing the
father Simkhe, excelled in the portrayal of this rather
tragic figure.

One could perhaps point to six central ideas that
come up in Ron Elisha's play: Parent’'s attitude
towards their children, intermarriage, the image of
Melbourne Jewish society, attitudes towards Israel
and Zionism, the impact of the Holocaust and the
failure of Jewish education.

For many viewers of this play — especially for
non-Jews — ‘‘In Duty Bound’' will come across as a
play about the tyranny of parents, their utter lack of
understanding of a new generation, reared in a new
country, in a new culture. It will appear to many as a
play about the clash of prejudices and of religious
bigotry. Interestingly many among the non-Jewish au-
dience found the play appealing because they
themselves had experienced similar situation in the
clash between Catholics and Protestants or others.
The same would go for intermarriage between Greeks
and Australians, or any other religious or ethnic
groups for that matter. Many young Jews will likewise
see the play in this light and will applaud the author
for his vigorous attack against the tyranny of Jewish
parents, wrapped in good intentions and coached in
terms of survival but basically egotistic in nature.

The play does not intend to take a stand for or
against intermarriage as such, but it attacks the
underlying prejudice. Since the author seems unable
to come up with deeper and more convincing
arguments that the mother being *‘ashamed to walk in
the street’’ or the father ravelling in the thoughts of
the beauty of a Jewish wedding — the play tends to
come down quite clearly on the side of intermarriage
even if this is not the declared intention of the author.

Jewish Society in Melbourne — and this is a very
clearly localised picture which might be valid in other
places too — is portrayed on the stage of the
Melbourne Theatre Company in the strongest and
ugliest terms: It is uncultured, uncouth, nouveau-
riche, bound together by insincerely held religious
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beliefs and exuding a tremendous prejudice against
the non-Jewish world around it.

This is an indictment of the community. The
author will rightly claim that he was not undertaking a
sociological study of the community but describing
characters he knows. He put composite characters
on the stage — each embodying some traits, some
characteristics of Jewish society. And many of us will
be able to agree that such traits, such characters in-
deed exist in our midst.

But in art as in law the truth must be said. For a
piece of art to be considered worthwhile it must speak
the truth, all the truth and nothing but the truth. *“In
Duty Bound' tells some truth — but it does not say all
the truth and so it distorts it almost beyond recogni-
tion.

The play was written a few years ago. Israel and
Zionism are a fact of life in every Jewish home. In Ron
Elisha's play they appear as a mere caricature. For
Fanya, the mother, Israel is no more than some kind
of Jewish Brotherhood of St. Laurence to which you
send old rags or other donations.

Jack, the doctor-son, who is the main pro-
tagonist of the play, does not like Jewish girls: ““Oh,
they are materialistic and Zionistic and humourless
and insensitive and... just plain stupid’. Since
nowhere in the play is anything said about ‘‘Zionism"’
the insertion of this word in the context of repulsive
human characteristics must create the idea that
Zionism is — in the mind of Jews — as repulsive as
materialism, humourlessness, insensitivity or plain
stupidity.

But the most resounding attack on Zionism by
Ron Elisha is in what he does not say: Answering his
father who asks for respect for the ancestors Jack
says: ‘‘Respect? Respect for what? Respect for their
dying? | can't respect someone for dying. I'm sick to
my stomach of hearing about Jews dying for their
beliefs. For once in my life I'd like to hear about them
living for their beliefs. For once in my life I'd like to
see them show some respect for life, not for death...”

This speech could, of course, have been the
natural opener for a resounding reply, a self-evident
argument for Israel, for Jewish life, for Jewish
creativity even for the positive aspects of Jewish ex-
istence in the Diaspora.

And what does the father come up with? *'Digni-
ty”, Simkha says, ‘‘Dignity is in the hearts of its vic-
tims... And if you want to know, Yankel, it is only in-
side a gas chamber you will find real dignity..."”". This
is what the relatively positive character of the play
has to say about Jews and Jewish survival in a play
about Jewish life in the Eighties.

The Holocaust appears as the bleak back-drop of
this home in Melbourne. It becomes the raison d’etre
for everything — for going to Shul on Tom Kippur
and... for asking the son to refrain from marrying out.

The relatively positive Simkhe does not recoil
from exploiting the Holocaust to fight his fights. The
thinking theatre-goer might be excused if he hears in
these lines the faint call of those who claim that the
Jews are exploiting the Holocaust to always get it
their way, with all the connotation of such argument.

If Jack has anything to tell us — it is the
message of the utter failure of Jewish education. A
young Jew who has grown up in a Jewish home in this
city, born in Israel to boot — who is as empty as a
blown-out egg of anything Jewish. What an indictment
of Jewish education, of Jewish life. Is it true? Is it,
anyway, even part of the whole truth?
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Is ““In Duty Bound' an anti-Semitic play? This is
a strong, blunt question to which the answer is equal-
ly blunt: Yes, it is.

“*Anti-Semitism’’ is defined by the Columbia En-
cyclopedia as ‘‘a form of prejudice against Jews,
ranging from antipathy to violent hatred’"."”

| am not claiming that the author is anti-Semitic
(although one can be, as we know, Jewish and anti-
Semitic at the same time) and | am totally convinced
that any thought of anti-Semitism was furthest from
the thoughts of the actors or the Theatre Company
who saw in this play an interesting drama on some
problems of Australians of Jewish faith.

_ This play is anti-Semitic in certain of its at-
tributes, — it is so not because of the intention of the
author but because of what it says and portrays.

If this play was written by a non-Jewish German
or Frenchman or Russian nobody in his right mind
would define it in any other way.

The fact that it was written by a young, well-
Teanmg, angry Jew does not make it other than what
itis.

Lately the ‘‘Melbourne Theatre Company”
presented a play entitled ““Once a Catholic’’ which
dealt with Catholic education. It was clearly anti-
Catholic. The company was entitled to play that anti-
Cathp}lc play just as it is quite fair to play this anti-
Semitic play. Jews have the right to criticise the play
and to be upset about it.

When a playwright wishes to convey a message
he does so through the characters of his play, that is
he puts it into their mouths. The ‘‘Jewish message’’
as expounded by the three main protagonists —
Simkhe, Fanya and Jack — is negative, garbled,
death-ridden, bigoted.

~ All Jews on the stage are an almost equally
miserable lot. Even the father has nothing to portray
but weak commonplace and compliance with the oc-
casional use of the all-powerful box of Holocaust
photos. The son, the prototype of the rebel is no more

thtahn the negative of his parents. He has no message
either.

The one exception of the positive character is
the non-Jewish girl, Christine who is clever, unselfish,
self-sacrificing all through. She is the only one with
whom the author seems to wish to identify.

There is not one outright positive Jewish
character on the stage and since in this context the
stage and the stage only is the world — there is
nothing good to be said about Jews here. Of course
Elisha was not out to create ‘‘violent hatred’’ against
the Jews of the stage, but he was out to create — will-
ingly and cold-bloodedly — antipathy towards them.
And creating antipathy towards Jews is, by definition,
an act of anti-Semitism.

A possibly even worse aspect is the strong
bigotry of the Jews in the play towards the non-Jews.
Wlthtcl:)ut' repeating the endless expressions against
the “'Shikse" by Fanya — the point is most strongly
made that Jews harbour a tremendous prejudice
against non-Jews. It is a valid point, an important
point. But against the background of the general
repulsive picture of the Jewish family this utter and
almost physical hatred of the non-Jew must again be
seen — if looked at in an analytical fashion — as anti-
Semitic.

If this play was to be shown in Germany or
France, in Poland or in Russia it might have terrible
connotations.
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In Australia, with a very low threshold of anti-
Semitic feelings, we are lucky that these anti-Semitic
features of the play were probably not seen in that
fashion by most of the theatre goers.

| would think that some people in the audience
would even admire the courage of Jews to present
themselves with all their blemishes in an effort to fight
against the darker side of their being.

Others, as mentioned, would regard the play as a
allegory upon intolerance in general, a farce about
prejudice with a Jewish theme.

The anti-Semites will probably be confirmed in
their anti-Semitism. Some people will slight anti-
Semitic tendency will go away muttering ‘‘Bloody
Jews, they are getting what is coming to'them’’. And it
is those few who might be tilted — even if they are on-
ly a few — | would be worried about. Even if the au-
dience does not leave the theatre with an urge to beat
up Jews, they will definitely not — in the vast majority
of cases — become greater lovers of Jews.

To dictate to an author what to right is cultural
dictatorship. But a writer, a playwright, a poet does
not live in isolation. The playwright creates a living
thing, a Golem, if you will. Once born — once created
— itis not his anymore. It has life of its own.

And it is to the play — not the playwright — that
we should address ourselves at all times.

But the playwright has the responsibility. He has
the right and duty to write whatever he feels he must
write. But once he says what he says and creates
what he creates — he should know what he does.

And if people criticise the play or reject it on the
grounds of what it does not say as much as on the
grounds of what it says — this too is their right and
duty.

Beyond the criticism one thing should be stated,
however: Ron Elisha's ‘‘In Duty Bound'’ jolted us all. It
tells us about the prejudices in our own society, about
the shallowness of our terms of reference, of the in-
sufficient understanding of our Jewishness, of the in-
ability of many of us to come to grips with our lives in
a new country, facing a new Jewish generation. And
to an author who has made us think we can say only
two heartfelt words: ““Thank you"'.

A WOMAN SO RARE
by Allan Blankfield

Oh to behold a woman so rare
Both a tigress and a lamb,

A queen of distinction

Her head up high;

With magnificent stature

And elegance so fine —

Yet a past so scarred.

Oh her voice is so sweet

And her breast so warm,

With heart of gold

So beautiful and gracious is she;
Encompassed in love and intrigue
Such a treasure indeed,

And a monument to mankind —

"“"JERUSALEM"!
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JEWISH ARTISTS OF AUSTRALIA
RUTH SPIVAKOVSKI

by Adela Shaw

Ruth Spivakovski is a superbly confident and fine
artist. She is also a person of unusual quality with
words and in fine behaviour. In her art she reaches a
satisfactory result when searching for the existence
of the third dimension, especially in the strong con-
trast of light and shadows when she uses a black pen-
cil like a brush. This is a unique medium of her own in-
dividualism and clear thinking.

She is very much interested in the world around
her whether the subject is a young beautiful face, or
the middle aged couple in bathers on the beach (as
has been showing in her latest exhibition at the Ma-
nyung). In both, she is most precise in expressing
very well executed forms.

Perhaps a much more difficult technique than
using oils, is the one she applies with her complicated
toning, when black fuses into grey then becomes a
clear white then again a hue of misty fog.

The very latest work of this talented artist is very
much inspired by Bragque's cubistic form as in the por-
traits of ‘‘Bettina’’ and ‘‘Liliana’’.

Ruth Spivakovski was born in Germany of
Austrian parents who arrived in Australia in 1939. She
married the late Issy Spivakovski in Melbourne. He
was born in Russia one of an extraordinarily gifted
musical family and was a fine musician and teacher,
and also on the music staff at Scotch College for 29

years. As Ruth is herself a musician, and is surround-
ed by a rich collection of books, records and music, it
is no wonder that her paintings and sculptures have
that melodic charm and language of rhythm. Her
background and list of merits include the following:
she studied in the Kunstakeademy in 1937 — Vienna;
she worked as a fashion designer in Australia; she is a
member of the Victorian Artists Society, Malvern Ar-
tists Society, and Vice-President of the Bezalel
Fellowship of Arts. Every year she joins a group of fif-
teen artists in the South of France (artists who are
from all over the world) just to work in the province of
the country of Cezanne, Dufy, Gauguin, Picasso etc.
She has had one woman shows in France: Vaison La
Romaine, Seguret, Avignon), Germany: (Hamburg,
Augsburg), Australia: (Melbourne). She has exhibited
at the Caulfield Art Centre (where she won first prize
for drawing), at the Malvern Artists Society, Victorian
Artists Society, and the Manyung gallery; she is also
represented at the Caulfield City Council Collection
and in private collections in Australia, UK and Europe.

Ruth Spivakovski is mentioned in the book “‘Ar-
tists and Galleries of Australia and New Zealand'' by
Max Germaine.
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WHO WILL LISTEN TO US?

Sara Lieder

| met Marsha again the other day in Toorak Village.
My friend Fania and | were out shopping and walking
past a boutique, when she came out of there. She knew
Fania too so she stopped and we chatted for a while.

It was a beautiful autumn day. A day when the red,
gold, and yellow of the leaves, the green of the grass,
the deep blue of the cloudless sky, seemed almost too
garishly bright to be real. When the air was still and
somehow fragrant, the warmth of the sun only mild. A
day when one felt like hugging oneself, congratulating
oneself for being alive.

“l had no idea you knew her,” Fania said, after
Marsha walked away.

““l don't really know her,”” | replied, ‘’l mean | only
know her from the Film Festival. She’s one of my Film
Festival acquaintances. | usually meet her there every
year and we go out sometimes for meals together, in
between sessions, but | never see her socially or
anything like that. She’s a singer,”’ | added.

A singer?’’ Fania was surprised, ‘’You sure you're
not mixing.her up with someone else? | never heard her
sing and | have known her for ages. She's my ‘ship-
sister’. We came on the same ship to Australia.”’

“I'm not mixing her up,” | insisted. “’She told me
she was a singer and that she was lucky."”

“Well,” Fania shrugged, “‘I’'m not sure about that.
They're alright financially, | suppose, and her son’s a
doctor, but they had an awful lot of troubles with the
two daughters.”

I don't mean lucky now,"’ | said, “’I mean lucky in
the war.”

“In the war? In what way?"’

I didn’t really want to talk about it. It was such a
pleasant day, but I'd started on it and Fania was in-
terested, so | told her, and while telling felt myself slipp-
Ing away from the bright afternoon back to a June
evening some ten months ago, from the sun-bathed

Toorak Street to an Acland Street cafeteria filled with
the Festival crowd . . .

~Marsha sat opposite me in the cafeteria, fidgeting
V\(|th the buttons on her Persian lamb coat, smoking
Cigarettes, criticizing the film we had just seen, com-
plaining about the slow service in the cafe.

Do you watch television much?’’ she asked.
“"Sometimes,"’ | replied.

“Have you seen Holocaust?"’ She lit a cigarette.

"Yes,” | nodded.

: So she smiled, /I, amongst others, becoming
news’ again after all those years.”’

""Why? Were you in the camps?’’ | asked.
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“’Oh, yes. | lost all my family there at the first selec-
tion. My father wasn’t with us anymore by then, but my
mother and my two sisters. | was the only one left,”” she
stared into space. “Of course, it was a matter of
chance. Sonia, my sister, looked much better than I,
but it was me they’d sent to the other side. Everything
in camp boiled down to chance, like that dress | got.”

““What do you mean?”’

"Well, after the people on the right side were led to
the ovens, they took those of us who were left to have
showers, to shave our heads, and so on. Then a piece
of clothing was issued to each. Only one piece, mind
you, no underwear, and that piece could have been
anything: a jacket, a sweater, a dress of any length,
even a child’s dress. No regard for sizes. | got a silk
evening dress, miles too big for me and too long, so
later on, | had a piece cut off and two bras made of it
and panties.”’

Did you do it yourself?”’ | asked.

““Me? No, | couldn’t sew but there were plenty in
camp who could. | went without half of my bread-ration
for a while to pay for it and it was murder, but it was
very important how one looked in camp — for the
selections, | mean — a matter of life and death, actual-
ly. If one looked half-decent the chances were better, of
course. | had a pocket made for the dress; pockets were
important in camp. Yes, | was lucky, take my singing.”

“Your singing?”’

"It saved my life. Each time | sang for them they
gave me a piece of bread and the capo never laid a
hand on me, and she was vicious, let me tell you."’

“What do you mean?”’

“Well, that first day in camp | was on the bunk,
squeezed amongst strange women, shivering in my thin
dress, my head shaven, half-dead . . . The train trip to
the camp . . . four died in our carriage on the way . . .
then the selection . . . you can imagine . . ."”

I can’t, | thought.

"’So, suddenly, a girl from the upper bunk address-
ed me. She recognised me from the ghetto. | used to be
a singer, oh, nothing great, but | sang whenever there
was a concert in the ghetto; we organised concerts
there at first.

"Anyway, this girl said she would tell the capo |
could sing and the capo might ask me to sing at the par-
ty. There was a party that night.”’

A party? In the camp?”’

“Not for us,” she laughed, “for them: the capos,
the blockaltestes. They lived well, you know, had their
own room, as well. Why, they divided the bread-rations
amongst us so if they only stole a piece of each ration . .
. one could get anything for bread . . . of course, each
piece stolen meant someone’s death but who'd care . .
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. yes, well . . . And the clothes the capos wore! There
were millions of suitcases piled up in camp and some in-
mates worked with clothes, sorting them. Everyone
dragged suitcases to the camp and you’d be surprised
what people’d pack into their cases. | remember one
blockalteste had a dressing gown ['ve never seen
anything like that, pure silk and lace, must have been
French.”

’So, anyway, this girl told the capo about my sing-
ing and the capo herself came to see me. She gave me
a kerchief to cover my shaven head (they let me keep
the kerchief, which was another piece of luck) and she
said to come to their room at eight. | was half-shocked
and thought how am | going to sing. | thought |
wouldn’t be able to open my mouth. But you know
what? | was able to open my mouth; | was able to sing. |
did as | was told and went to their room. They had a
nice room; the table covered with cloth, spread with
food, with things | hadn’t seen for ages: white bread,
and butter, and even sausage. There were quite a few
of the capos there, all beautifully dressed. They said
they wanted me to sing romantic songs, pop songs,
about love and that . . . so I sang . . . | sang for them . .

"Strange,”’ Fania said, after | finished, ‘| never
knew she could sing

“An interesting story, but there were so many
unusual stories in the camps. Come to think of it |
believe, | never told you what happened to me in my
first months in Auschwitz.”

Oh, yes, | remembered with dismay, Fania had
been an inmate of the concentration camp herself.
Frankly, | didn’t want to hear what happened to her in
Auschwitz. Not right then. Not on that glorious autumn
day and when all was right with my world. | was out
shopping for clothes; we were going on an overseas trip
in afewweeks. ..

"“Or would you rather,” Fania asked perceptively,
probably noting my expression, ‘‘we changed the sub-

ject? But tell me something,”” she stared at me
thoughtfully, ““if even you, who only escaped this par-
ticular trip through hell by sheer chance, don’t want to
hear about it, who do you think,”” she asked, her voice
beginning to tremble, “‘will listen to us?”’

GIRLIN YELLOW GALOSHES

A girl in yellow galoshes

went walking on a rainy day

Simplicity ignores the women washers

who work with no delay,

but wonders what she will be

when she’s older

a washer they all agree

just like her mother told her.

Simplicity laughs inside

she’ll never join the women washers

for they’re bound and tied

and there's much freedom in her galoshes.
—Annette Buchbinder

What is distance

but letters learning

of the others’ existence
concerning thoughts
that are equally shared
and experienced
voices aired.

If the distance grew small
the unity would not fragment
nothing would change at all
for the sake of sentiment,
and the beauty of life
— a toothless smile
will always reappear
if lost, in a while.
—Annette Buchbinder

THE MASTER PRINTER

Alan Collins

He had heard it on the wireless a few weeks back
and ever since then its simple melody but frightening
words beat on his mind like a ceaseless metronome.

""Who's that lurking ‘round the corner . . . could
that someone be Mack the Knife?"’

De-da-de-da-de-da and so on. The rest of it did not
interest him; it was the lurking round the corner that
stayed with him like a broken record. Only it rose in
volume inside his head as he approached the corner of
Druitt and Sussex Streets at 7.25 every morning. In bib
'n brace overalls that hung like a slack sail on his thin
frame he struggled down the street against the biting
wind that blew up from the Pyrmont wharves, then
turned the corner into Sussex Street. Only a few more
steps to go to the printery where he was a second year
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apprentice, run up the old wooden stairs to the sound
of the ricketty flatbed machine and. . .

‘Gi's a zack or I'll throttle ya'.

The filthy bundle of rags with the wild red hair
planted itself in the boy’s path. One armless sleeve of its
jacket was stuffed into a pocket but the other fastened
on the boy’s arm like an eagle’s claw.

‘Ya little bastard | know yer've got a zack, ‘and it
over or I'll do ya propers’ ‘elp me.’

The boy wedged his packet of sandwiches under
his arm and looked around helplessly but it was useless.
The only other souls in sight were more bundles of rags
that left the hostel and gathered in tight little knots to
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light their bumpers. Every monring of this week and for
many past weeks this reeking wreckage had bailed him
up for his sixpence. He dug into the bottom of his
overalls and handed over the small coin that
represented his bottle of milk and cake. The derelict let
go of his arm, grabbed the sixpence and ran back to join
the other outcasts. Having paid the price of his ransom,
the boy fled across the road into the dark doorway of
the printery. He had tried alternative ways of getting to
his job but no matter which way he went, the metho
sodden creature straddled his final approach. And that
was the way the apprentice’s day started — robbed in
the street and ridiculed in the composing room.

The big wooden framed clock on the comp room
wall showed exactly 7.45 as the boy tied on his dark
blue apron and stood at the stone outwardly ready for
the next assault on his miserable existence, but hunger,
tingling nerves and fear of the day ahead gave him an
ineffable tiredness that would worsen as the long day
progressed. Across the stone from him the foreman
waited wordlessly. The morning ritual commenced.

‘Good morning master,” he said.

‘And how was your bacon, Hyman? Done nice and
crisp was it with not too much fat, eh?” Hyman,
Hyman, Hyman. He had begged his father to put down
Harry on the apprenticeship indentures, but no, it had
to be Hyman. Hyman Rose, son of Sholem Rose.
Sholem Rose whom everybody knew as Sid.

Hyman waited until the lump in his throat eased
then replied as he had so many times before that he
didn’t eat bacon — master. The foreman, his knife
whetted in the boy’s bile, turned to the work to be
done. The three foot square of steel chaise on the stone
was packed tightly with columns of classified directory
advertisements. Hyman's first task this morning was to
handset the final corrections then wheel it down the
composing room to the clattering flatbed press. The
master watched him pick out the type from the dusty
cases, lock it into the setting stick then transfer it to the
type forme. Soon it was done, the quoins drawn up
tightly and between them they manhandled it into a
trolley.

‘Now, Hymie Bacon, you can wheel that down to
the machine by yourself can’t you, eh?” Hyman nodded
dumbly, took a firm grip of his awkward load and set off
for the fifty yard trip. He steered it among the type
cases and then up the slight rise caused by the century-
old floor’s settling timbers.

‘Hymie, you forgot the proof’, the master called
after him.

The boy turned around; in an instant he lost his
balance on the heavy steel forme. It crashed to the
floor._ Slugs of type, tiny handset letters, the wooden
packing around the thousands of lines of type all ended
up in a pyed mess with Hyman sprawled breathless on
thga top. The crash was heard from one end of the
printery to the other. Machinery stopped, the hands
gathered around the luckless Hyman. The machine
room apprgntice helped him to his feet with a mock
sympathetic comedy, ‘Oy vay Hymie, you've done it
ziss time!” Hesitant laughter rippled through the group
to be cut short by the foreman'’s icy ‘Back to work all of
you.’ He planted himself in front of the terrified Hyman
and in a voice of contempt said:

‘“You don’t work on Saturdays do you Hyman?
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Against your religion or something, isn’t it? Hymie, my
boy, from now until the job is finished you will come in
every Saturday and re-compose that forme until, dear
boy, it’s just the way it was originally.’

He turned his back on Hyman’s weak protestations
and went back to the composing room.

Hyman shovelled the hideous mess onto a galley
then followed the master back to the stone. The master
surveyed him over the top of his glasses for a few cold
minutes then pointed to the gilt edged card that lay in
front of him.

“You know what that is, Hyman?’ he asked.

The boy knew well enough. It was a Masonic in-
vitation, one of hundreds of Masonic printing orders
that flowed through the place. The master was in facta
Masonic Master. Hyman had set many of the grand
looking cards for installations all over Sydney.

‘Yes master.’
‘You write Jewish, don’t you, Hyman?’ he asked.

Yes, only it's called Hebrew but — butl don’tdo it
very well,’ the boy answered.

‘l am going to give a lecture on the inscriptions on
Solomon’s Temple, Hyman, and this invitation would
look grand if it could have that inscription in Jewish or
Hebrew if you will.” He patted down his few remaining
hairs and visibly swelled. ‘| want you to set the Hebrew
words for me. You can go down to that Jew printer in
Redfern and get the type set and bring it back.” The
master took a piece of paper and wrote on it in block
letters:

THE MIGHT OF THE SQUARE,
AND THE BEAUTY OF THE CIRCLE,
FOR THE GLORY OF GOD

‘Now don’t dawdle, Hyman, and for Christ’s sake,
be careful not to drop the type.’

What a relief it was to be outside again even if the
morning was bitter. Hyman half ran to the George
Street tram, but once settled into his seat, he began to
think. ‘I know something the master doesn’t,” he mus-
ed. ‘I can read and write Hebrew — well not too well —
but (and the sheer enormity of it restored the colour to
his cheeks) enough to set anything | like!” The tram rat-
tled and jerked its way up the Haymarket and after each
stop Hyman'’s first realisation of power grew stronger
and more audacious. ‘I could set it all backwards, even
upside down, and he wouldn’t have the foggiest idea.’
But what if he asked somebody? Perhaps showed the
proof to Mr. Jacobson when he comes in for his invoice
books. No, he won’t do that; he makes faces at him
behind his back. Hyman hugged the piece of paper to
his chest as though it was an elixir for a new lease of
life.

The tram stopped near the brewery and he got off
and ran full pelt to the narrow street where
Rosenblum’s decrepit print shop was squeezed in
between tall buildings that looked like the jaws of a vice
ready to close in on it. At the end of the passageway,
barely passable for the stacks of yellowing paper, he
found Mr. Rosenblum bent over a galley of type. An
eye shade reduced the glare of the single light bulb but
the man’s head cast a shadow over the type so that
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wherever he worked on the galley the light shone
elsewhere. Mr. Rosenblum stretched out would have
been a tall man, but if you bend over a printer’s stone all
week and over your prayer books on the Sabbath . . .
well . . . tall is tall only when you stand straight. Hyman
knew this; he also knew that Mr. Rosenblum was really
not old and was quite strong. After all, on Sabbath who
lifted the Torah high above his head and held it steady
for quite a long time?

‘Mr. Rosenblum, good morning.’

The printer looked up from under the eye shade.

‘Ach, it's you Hymele, in the middle of the day?
What are you doing here?’

Now was the difficult part. Hyman had wrestled
with how to explain that he wanted something set that
wasn’t quite . . . well, firstly, it wasn’t what he was sent
for, and on top of that it was going to be his very own
pay-back. He would tell Mr. Rosenblum the whole
story, how he had spilled the entire forme of directory
type, how the master would make him work Saturdays
that would stretch maybe forever. Would he sym-
pathise? Would he, more to the point, allow Hyman to
set the words he had decided on?

Hyman drew a deep breath and told Mr.
Rosenblum of the events of that morning. He added lit-
tle bits here and there, not lies, just extras taken from
other occasions and woven into the day’s experience.
While he spoke, he watched his friend’s face for a
favourable reaction. So far all he got was Mr.
Rosenblum sucking in his cheeks and expelling his
breath slowly through pursed lips.

‘So, listen Mr. Rosenblum, | wanttoset. . .’

‘Hymele, Hymele, in this ear | don’t hear so good,
and right about now | take a glass of tea. Then | make a
delivery so when you leave please close the door behind
you.” He stood straight and looked down at Hyman, his
face impassive. Then he was gone.

The boy looked around the gloomy room, took up
a setting stick and went to the type cases. He stood
before the open drawer for a long time, picking up
pieces of type then discarding them. He pictured in his
mind the mountain of mixed up type of the ruined direc-
tory pages, the derelict that terrified him every morning.
Then, slowly and deliberately his fingers selected the
type and letter by letter he built up the means of his
revenge.

WORDS

Serge Liberman

When he had begun to lose Rita, Shraga Sztayer
was now no longer sure.

Driving along Burke Road from Caulfield towards
Balwyn, where his daughter lived, he peered through
the swollen rain, drew in his shoulders to gather
warmth and thought of her. He considered turning
back — his purpose in going might be madness
anyway — but he knew that his mind, unless
satisfied, would yield him no peace. Despite his
gloves, his fingers were numb and crops of
goosepimples bristled over his skin. Outside his win-
dow, a tram clattered by and the wet road hissed
metalically under the wheels. The idea of approaching
his daughter for money appalled him and he felt the
shame of it to his teeth but prayed that, despite their
distance, she would not be too severe.

In the hold of a subterranean agitation, he
thought of Rita.

A child of his middle years, she had always been
far closer to her mother — when she let herself come
close, at all — whose slender, balanced, gentler
features she had acquired. But where Esther, his
wife, had been constrained and withdrawing, Rita
bore herself with an assurance that, although com-
mendable, became progressively more unsettling.
She did not fuss, was forever uninhibited and spoke
her mind with a brashness that bordered on the ar-
rogant. Up to her adolescent years, she had been
manageable enough, if not wholly compliant, but with
the first signs of quickening maturity, she became im-
petuous, haughty, severe. It became evident that she
had few friends and when he had confronted her well-
meaningly, at thirteen, with that observation, she had
retorted with dour abruptness, ‘“They're all dumb,
dull, dreary’'.

“‘But every person needs some companion’’, her
mother had counselled, seeking to penetrate the girl’s
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fortifications in her own quiet retiring manner. She
suffered from ‘“‘nerves’ at the time and Dr. Tauber,
himself drawn and sallow from overwork, had advised
her to avoid all stress.

“| can get by, the girl had answered, straighten-
ing imperiously so that her forming breasts bulged
firm.

Rita ‘‘got by, winning admiration, if not affec-
tion, for her superlative scholastic performance, her
debating skills, her clearly superior intellect. But she
remained, at bottom, a person alone.

If she had, however, suffered from her
aloneness, she had not been one to show. But he did
perceive in her the transmutation of her isolation into
the pursuit of pleasures private and deeply personal.
She read widely and deeply, nurtured an early interest
for theatre and symphony concerts, played the piano
with some proficiency and, following his own exam-
ple, had, at fifteen, taken to writing verse of con-
siderable maturity and poise. To his own ‘‘Ashes of
Time" which had just been published and which he
had given Rita as a gift, she remained distinctly cold,
even critical.

“Always the same, the war, the camps, the gas-
chambers, always the black side of life.”

Across the yawning chasm, he had tried to ex-
plain.

“A poet writes about what is deepest within his
soul. That, Rita mine, after what your mother and |
have been through, is deepest in mine."

Her nostrils had flared as she blew down her
nose.

Where the chasm was bridgeable, it was Esther
who, urging tolerance in the daughter and
forebearance in the father, had straddled the gulf of
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years, of interests and of temperament that stretched
between them.

To Rita, whom she approached with a gingerly
tread and with a deferential reverence for intellect,
she said, ‘‘Rita, my precious, your father, yes, your
father and | have experienced worse than hell. It hurts
us more than you can know, precious, to see you turn
your back on that.”

While to Shraga, eighteen years older than
herself, a war-widower when they had met and mar-
ried in Paris, a man governed more by intuition and
emotion than by reason, she had counselled, *‘She is
only a young girl, Shraga. It is not for us to impose the
burden of our past upon her shoulders. It can, Shraga
mine, be ... be suffocating.”

That sense of suffocation, he came to appreciate
too late, possessed not so much his daughter as
Esther herself. It was about this time that her
“nerves”, for many months precariously poised,
crumbled into what he was much later to describe as
““the rubble of a disintegrated soul’’. Receding into
the straits of narrowing orbits, she slept badly, suf-
fered recurring nightmares, gave way to fits of weep-
ing, and walked about devitalised, dazed by the suc-
cetshsion of remedies that Dr. Tauber had plied her
with.

' ““Everything is so futile, so meaningless’, she
said when she could be drawn out of her consuming
silence. ““When | remember Mauthausen ..."”

He tried to reach her.

“We survived'’, he said, bending over her,
touching her cheek with consoling fingers. Her lips
trembled. He probed the depths of eyes increasingly
remote and found himself floundering. *‘That is suffi-
cientinitself’’, he added.

""We survived, yes. But for what? What for? It all
gets swept away. Living, breathing, suffering, having
suffered.”

“There is the future to think of. And Rita. And us.
What has passed...”

““What has passed is part of us. Forever. Your
own poems, Shraga, are witness to that.”

The August light, a calm luminescent glow, free
of harder edges and touching delicately, might have
repudiated her despair, but failed.

““My God forgive me, but the life He gives us is
empty, hollow, without meaning."’

He began to caress with words. ‘“‘Look around
you Esther. Everything is alive. Out there, millions like
ourselves are laughing, working, making plans. Suf-
fering, too, yes, and sick and crippled and seedy, but
glad in spite of that of being alive. That is far from
emptiness.”

““Shraga, my precious, you whose cup has
always bee.n SO full, what do you know of emptiness?
Emptiness is inside, in here, in the soul.”

. She stopped coming into the shop, talked at
night with her murdered parents, startled easily, as if
wounded by every sound. Dr. Tauber fed her will pills

In September, she gassed herself.
That had been eleven years before.

Behind the hammering rain, the shops and street
were |ost to greyness, bereft in the downpour of their
sharper forms. Where there were trees, their crests
swayed frenziedly, while above, the sky, in places
black, lowered with what to Shraga Sztayer was
envenomed malice.
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They had come to comfort, his friends. Barfuss,
Zeitelbaum, Aronowicz, Glust. Simcha Lamdan the
critic had laid a hand on his arm and Feierberg the
printer had pressed his hand. And he, the mourner,
had been abundantly grateful. And grateful again
when Rita, now sixteen, sat beside him on her mourn-
ing stool and, in a surfacing of intimacy, said with a
choke in her voice, ‘‘Father, we shall manage."

“The language of reunion has no sweeter
tongue’’ he wrote long after,

“Than love laid open, bared and sung

Between two kin, strangers sharing,

Come close, come close, touching, caring."”

How much it had cost Rita to come so close, he
could only guess, but knew the effort to have been
considerable. For, the week of mourning over, she
regressed into the cocoon of her former ways and
became again resistant, unreachable, severe.

Long-secluded, Shraga Sztayer began in time to
emerge from the shell of mourning. The shop, the ex-
igencies of daily routine, the brief snatches of Rita's
company while she was still at school had thus far
sufficed and sustained him. But after eight months,
with Rita now staying back at the university to study
or attend plays or write for ‘‘Farrago’, the hollow
evenings became less bearable. He rooted about for
phrases, fragments of verse — which he had upon
Esther's death consigned to the darkness of his
drawers. He began to write again, and in his solitude
reached deep into his pain. Night after night, he filled
the sheets before him, jotting, striking out, arranging
and rearranging, creating out of the amorphous dust
of memory an edifice of suffering in which Auschwitz,
uprootedness and death echoed repeatedly to drown
out whatever softer voices had once entered his
verse. Sometimes the telephone rang, and he let it
ring. Sometimes a friend — Aronowicz, Feierberg,
Glust — came to visit, but he ignored the summons of
the door-bell and stayed in his room instead, behind
drawn blinds, to spin out his private web of anguish.

In this way did months of evening pass.

Rita no longer blew down her nose at his creative
work — and he credited that to her developing maturi-
ty — but neither did she show particular enthusiasm
for it. She merely circled orbits different from his own.
He saw it in the titles of her books: Elements of
Psychology, The Shaping of Personality, Foundations
of Social Psychology. He saw it, too, in the theatre
reviews she wrote for ‘‘Farrago’’, in the predominant-
ly non-Jewish company she kept, and in the mode of
dress — kaftan, beads, sandals — that she assumed
in her third year at the university.

“Rita’”’, he had said one day when she had
transformed her hair into an African friz, *'I don't want
to criticise, but you're all the time growing away from
me."”’

“That may be, Father’’, she had answered with a
shrug of a shoulder, “‘but I'm sorry, | can't live in your
past.”

His daughter, at nineteen, was a handsome girl,
if made somewhat ridiculous, he thought, by the fad
of fashion that she sported. To his regret, Esther's
rounder, gentler features in Rita were hardening —
the cheeks rising a jot higher, the nose a whit sharper,
the chin a trifle sturdier — but a visible innate
elegance adhered to her, the more striking for its
severity.

“l don't ask you to live in my past, only to
understand it and not look away. It is your past and
your people’s past.”
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‘I know all that.”

“*And it doesn’t mean anything to you?"’

‘“Yes, but it's not everything."

Nathan Rubin had been more forthright. A post-
graduate student of biology and Australian-born,
though of post-war refugees from Poland, he was
twenty-four, highly earnest, and solid, with huge
shoulders, a thick unruly tide of black hair, a ripe
voice and an intelligence behind the rising brow that
was confident if not always correct.

“‘Auschwitz has become ab obsession with your
generation’’, he had said on their second or third en-
counter.

“‘An obsession? It's the embodiment of evil in our
time. Can any man, of any generation, now ignore it?"’

Nathan Rubin with Rita beside him sipped tea,
then said, ‘Il am not ignoring it. | see it ... | regard it
from a different, even a biological perspective.”

Shraga Sztayer studied the younger man'’s face
for traces of irony or misplaced jest but Nathan Rubin,
he decided, was too humourless behind his heavy
glasses to be anything other than serious.

“Biology'’, Nathan Rubin explained, ‘‘holds the
key to the understanding of life’'s processes. Not
philosophy, nor metaphysics, but simple, humble
biology. Behaviour all comes down to genes and
genes to molecules and one day we shall understand
such events as war, murder, love, loyalty in this way."

““And martyrdom, and Auschwitz?"’

“Everything."”

“You talk out of books', Shraga Sztayer said,
“but ... | have experienced.”

Nathan Rubin was relentless. ‘‘Yes, yes', he
said slowly, thrusting his bulk forward toward Shraga
Sztayer, ‘‘but experience when extreme — | see it in
my own parents — can be a narrow-minded teacher’’.

How deeply the younger man had wounded,
Shraga Sztayer never disclosed. But after that, he
stood back from Nathan Rubin and accepted him —
tolerated him — only because Rita, in love with dour
intellect, loved him in her way and he, the father, was
unable to dissuade her. In due course, Nathan Rubin
and Rita were married and for three years, painful to
himself, they had lived in Boston. When they returned,
it was to a university lectureship for Nathan and a
Masters' degree for Rita. Their ideas had not changed
but they were more observant of tact, he noticed, and
had mellowed in their manner. Rita was then twenty-
four and he wondered whether she might soon settle
into motherhood.

At the top of Burke Road, Shraga Sztayer turned
into High Street where he stopped to buy Rita a box of
Red Tulip. Chocolate was one weakness she had
never given up.

With Rita away, his shop sold and time his most
enduring companion, Shraga Sztayer had continued
to work on his poems. He fed them with memory, ex-
perience and pain and there were moments when, in
the heat of inspiration, he throbbed with the pulse of
his own creation.

For a long time, until well after Rita had returned,
he showed his poems to no-one, but when he did, now
confident of their final shape and their force, he was
unprepared for the criticism which they brought.
Feierberg, the printer, was guarded and even Simcha
Lamdan, the critic, distinctly cool. Having expected
better of his friends, he withdrew from their company,
conspicuously detaching himself from them, and
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nursed his disappointment in private. But it was Bar-
fuss who, hitting the hardest, drove him most solidly
upon the ground of his own resources.

A man of forty, the publisher's balding head
shone, his thick lips were moist and his glasses
glinted. His father and Shraga Sztayer's, ship’s
brothers, had been friends.

“The poems in themselves are beautiful, Shraga,
but the public, yes the public, is a fickle beast. And —
look, Shraga, we're close enough for me to be frank
— the poems, apart from their beauty, well, they
aren’'t exactly empty but they don’t say anything
anymore.”

““They don't say anything?!"”’

Shraga Sztayer had risen to his feet where he
teetered as he slapped the sheaf of papers that made
up his manuscript into his palm.

‘‘Listen’’, he said, ‘‘here, to this!

‘There are silences that fill the soul
Where love, where faith reside in wordless wor-
ship...” "

“‘Shraga, | told you already’, the publisher
placated with a rhythmical lilt, pitying with his whole
expression but remaining inaccessible, ‘‘they are
beautiful, but ... Shraga, I'm sorry.”

“A fig for your beauty. What lies here is my
soul.”

‘| believe you, Shraga, but the public ..."”

Barfuss stood at the door, his hand poised on the
knob ready to open.

“The public’’, Shraga Sztayer had said. “The
public simply doesn’t want to listen.”

Barfuss dropped his hand and lowered his head.
He toed into a corner of carpet that had lifted.

““No, Shraga, that's not it. | hate to say it, but for
all their beauty and their good intentions, your poetry
has become too abstract, too remote, too — | hate
the word — too sterile for the general reader.”” He
raised a palm. ‘““‘No, before you speak, listen to me.
Europe, Auschwitz, Siberia — they're behind us. The
people, yes, the people are tired of the same rework-
ed themes. Your ‘Ashes of Time’ ten years ago were
appropriate. They were good poems, substantial, sen-
sitive, significant. But today ..."" He paused, then with
his hand again cut across whatever Shraga Sztayer
was beginning to say. '‘Our reality today is Australia
not Poland, Israel and not the vanished shtetl. Our
problems are of identity, belief, culture, affluence, of
children turning away, of parents unable to reach
them. A poet who wants to leave his mark must adapt
and respond to change, and progress in the same
direction as society around him. Withdrawal, retreat
into the warp of exhausted themes is escape from his
fundamental responsibility."’

““Exhausted themes! Barfuss. Joel. | lost a wife
and child in Auschwitz. There is only one true theme
for the Jew of today. Auschwitz and survival. In our
time, the rest is commentary.”

“Now tell me this'’, Barfuss said, pointing at the
manuscript in Shraga Sztayer’s hands, ‘‘how do you
hope to reach the youth in this way? It is they, after
all, who must bear the burden of our continuity. They
won't read your poems about the War, not even the
best of them. It's hard enough to persuade them to
read Yiddish, let along Yiddish poems about a war
they haven’t experienced and will never, can never
understand.”’

“‘But | can't stop writing."”’
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‘| know, Shraga, | know. That is every writer’s
curse. His protest against oblivion, his striving after a
dustbowl! of fame. But am | not right? Take your own
daughter now.”’

Shraga Sztayer winced and felt the need to de-
fend. ‘'But Rita is different.”

““Oh? And how?”’

Challenged to express, he had found the dif-
ferences immaterial. He nodded at Barfuss, con-
ceding the point.

**You see, Shraga’’, the publisher pressed home,
though not with malice, ‘‘even your daughter is of her
generation.”

Shraga Sztayer now stood by the door.

‘“You leave me no choice’’, he said to Barfuss
who, sitting on the edge of the desk, suddenly looked
bored.

“*No choice?”’

He saw Barfuss turn up his hands and raise an
eyebrow as if to say, ‘“That is your decision, not
rr}lfne", and angry, beaten, hurt, he left the publisher’s
office.

What was from the first an impulsive declaration
gave seed in the days that followed to further
burgeoning thought. The idea, increasingly per-
suasive, clung to him tenaciously and, in its way, he
made enquiries, calculated his resources — wanting
by far — thought of his friends, shilly-shallied
between alternative courses of action and, in a night
of sleepness brooding, decided with a desperate
thrust of his imagination to borrow from Rita to
publish his poems. His decision soldered into the
solidity of resolve, he determined to act quickly lest
the vigour of his decisiveness begin prematurely to
wane. He set out in the late afternoon when certain of
finding Rita at home. He prayed only that she should
not be too hard.

Shraga Sztayer arrived at Rita’s house during
another downpour. Enshrouded by the prematurely
darkening light, the house normally elegant in its
russet brick and stylish high-arched windows looked
excessively subdued. Before it, the dull shrubs,
bushes and trees sagged heavily under the pelting
rain and along the path lay broken leaves and severed
petals beaten flat in the soil that darkly smudged the
concrete. He smelt the rain among the foliage and
from somewhere more remote came the rancid
sicklier odour of burning rubber.

To his disappointment, he saw both Rita’s and
Nathan's cars in the carport. He had hoped to catch
Rita alone.

It was Nathan Rubin who opened the door. Ob-
viously surprised, he looked at Shraga Sztayer, then
at the rain and again at the visitor, his father-in-law,
before him.

“Come in", he said, moving aside his bowed
massive frgme from the doorway. Shraga Sztayer
caught a hint of a smile, but only a hint. More con-
Spicuous were the high forehead puckered deeply
between the eyebrows, the tightness in the jaw and a
distant, unmistakable hurt in the eyes behind his thick
heavy glasses. ''Yes, come in, give me your coat.”

““You are home early’’, Shraga Sztayer said, to
make conversation.

““Yes'', Nathan Rubin said, ‘‘it is unusual’’.

From the kitchen Shraga Sztayer heard the hiss
of something frying and smelt fish and eggs along the
hallway. Rubbing circulation back into his bitten
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hands, he walked towards the kitchen where through
the doorway he saw Rita, her back to him, bending
over the sink and rinsing celery under running water.
When she turned upon his entry, she straightened,
reached for a tea-towel and exclaimed, ‘‘Father’".

“It is nothing, nothing’’, he said, placating with
his hands and laughing weakly. ‘A man alone gets
lonely, wants to see his daughter.”” He heard
Nathan’s heavy tread behind him.

Rita squinted, unconvinced. A loose curl of her
black hair had worked itself over an eyebrow and with
an upward puff of her lips she tossed her head to
restore the rebellious wave. She wore an orange
apron with flowers into which she reached for a
tissue.

“Well, sit ... sit down'’, she said. In her cheeks,
her chin, her eyes, Shraga Sztayer saw her mother.
Despite the years, the resemblance stayed.

He sat down. Rita turned to the stove, pre-
occupied — even annoyed, he thought. Nathan Rubin
drew back a chair and set his mass into it, spreading
his thighs and dropping his hands between them.

‘A miserable day'’, Shraga Sztayer said, again
looking for conversation.

Rita, turning over two fish fillets in the saucepan,
nodded weakly. “'It's a miserable day all right.”
Nathan bit his lip and sighed. Outside, behind him, a
shrub of tall hydrangeas struck against the window.
The rain continued to fall. Shraga Sztayer had seldom
seen his son-in-law so pensive and untalkative. He
saw his own coming as a mistake, wondered again
how he might set about his purpose, and remembered
with a jolt Barfuss' words and wondered for the first
time whether the publisher might not in fact have
been right.

““You might as well stay for dinner”, Rita said,
not looking at him.

Shraga Sztayer wavered. ‘‘No, no, | didn't intend
to stay. But a cup of tea | will have."

Nathan Rubin stood up. ““I'll make it, darling"’, he
said to Rita. Then setting the kettle upon the flame, he
bent over Rita — he was enormous against her —
and said in his deep ripe voice, ‘““Can | help with
anything else?”’

Pursing her lips, Rita shook her head and
squeezed his hand. Nathan remained standing beside
her as she prepared the salad.

Shraga Sztayer felt himself an intruder. Such af-
fection between them he had not yet seen. Such af-
fection towards himself, Rita his daughter had never
shown. And he wondered vaguely how they had ac-
quired what to him had been so unsuspected. Uncom-
fortable he rooted about the room. He smelt the fish,
tasted the garlic, and his gaze came to rest upon
Nathan's briefcase leaning against the buffet.

‘ “TQII me, Nathan’, he said, looking squarely at
his son-in-law and sensing here the cue to his own
purpose. ‘‘How is your book coming on?"’

He expected Nathan Rubin to become the lec-
turer again, ready to thrust himself forward in a
delivery of sound. But Nathan merely turned to switch
off the gas.

“My book?"’, he said. He seemed distracted. ‘‘Its
tdha'y will come. Besides ... it's not the most important
ing."”

__Three months earlier, when setting out upon
editing his papers for inclusion in a text, he had been
effusive, exuberant, almost arrogant. ‘‘Biology pro-
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vides insights that other disciplines never can’’, he
had said. ““That is what my book’s about.”” Now the
fire was gone.

“It's not going too well then'’, Shraga Sztayer
said with what almost sounded like satisfaction.

““Biology can explain, elucidate’’, Nathan Rubin
said, pouring water over the tea-bag in the cup. *‘But it
;nlakes disappointment no more bearable or less pain-
ul.”

“That's what I’'ve always believed’’, Shraga
Sztayer said and wondered whether Nathan Rubin,
the encrusted academic might be turning to his own
view.

Nathan placed the cup in front of Shraga Sztayer
and offered him sugar and milk. He remained stan-
ding. Rita tossed the salad and rinsed her hands.

““You're sure you won't eat with us?"’, she asked,
her tone weary, subdued.

“I'm sure, I'm sure.”” Then in a burst, he came
out with it. "I wanted to tell you. My own book is
ready. Yiddish poems. Fifty of them. I'm calling them
‘In Dust We Fade’, and intend to publish them myself.

He had hoped they might be less cool.

“That's nice", Rita said, reaching into the cup-
board for plates.

““May it be in a good hour'’, Nathan Rubin added.
His heavy black brows were knit and he showed the
flickerings of a smile. ‘*About the War? Auschwitz?"

Shraga Sztayer nodded. ‘‘And some very per-
sonal poems’’, he said. Barfuss, he remembered, had
called them beautiful, but empty, abstract, remote.
The publisher hounded him.

Rita prepared to set the table. She drew a deep
breath. ‘“Nathan, will you please bring in a
tablecloth?”

Nathan Rubin, nodding, left the kitchen and walk-
ed down the hallway where he opened a cupboard
and rummaged about the shelves.

Shraga Sztayer, recognising opportunity, sat
upright. He had Rita on her own. He looked at her. The
face, though serious, was still beautiful, as it had
always been. It was also a little mellower than in
former years. The cheeks were high but fuller, the lips
softer, the chin rounder. Only her eyes seemed dif-
ferent, having gathered dark, duskier rings that even

recently had not been there. It occurred to him
fleetingly that she may have been crying. He stood
up. He thought briefly, bitterly about his manuscript
waiting to see the light. He remembered again the
fifteen-year-old girl blowing down her nose,
remembered Esther whose life had been suffocated
out of her, remembered the years he had spent alone.
And he saw now how Rita had matured, in a way he
had not expected. Rita, the schoolgirl, the student,
the orphan was a woman now and, in a distantly
familiar way, he felt distinctly proud.

He walked over to her. She had her back turned
to him again as she placed the food on the plates. In
the hallway, Nathan had found the tablecloth and was
lifting it out of the cupboard. He remembered his
poems, the anguished creations of his loneliness.
“God, give me strength”’, he prayed. *'If not now..."”

““Rita’’, he said.

He reached out to touch.

At the sound of her name, Rita’s shoulders
quivered and her head shook. Suddenly, Shraga
Sztayer couldn’t understand. She was sobbing.

He turned her towards him. He saw her face in a
pained grimace, her hands tearing at a tissue.
““Father, Father’, she said, ‘‘| didn't want to tell you
— why should you be troubled too? But | must, | can't
help it. Nathan, too, is terribly upset. |'ve been having
tests, three months now, and Dr. Gelbert told me the
results this morning. It's been such a miserable day.
Father, oh my God, do you know what it means to find
out you're ... you're sterile?"

In her grief, he felt her come close. She fell upon
his shoulders. She smelt of celery and faintly of
chives. Behind her, against the black sky, he saw the
pages of his manuscript fall apart and scatter and all
his labours — the careful words, the polished
phrases, his anguish over death and Auschwitz —
come tonought. Whether it still rained, he couldn’t
tell. The wind blew hard and he heard the hydrangeas
beating against the window. He felt the taste of dust
on his tongue as more than she to him he clung to her.

“‘Rita, my daughter”’, he said touching her hair,
her cheeks, her shoulders, “‘my child. Oh God, my
God, how well | understand.”

Book Review (1)

A WINDOW TO THE INEFFABLE

A review of Michele Nayman’s short stories faces you can’t find again (1980) and poems What You Love

You Are (1977). (Both released by Neptune Press)

by Anne Wroby

Mostly young, not youthful, Michele Nayman's
characters, bare-faced, passively confront us. Peter,
Brenda, Laurie and Gideon are among them. They are
all strangers to their world, paradoxically sharing
familiar strains and expressions, internalized and ex-
ternalized, of disillusion, anguished disappointment,
premature fatigue, loneliness, crisis and suffocation.
These people are real and alone, barometers of a
modern consciousness faithfully recorded in Miss
Nayman's collection of short stories, faces you can't
find again. The stories are not superficial creations
representing observations from the diary of an un-
sympathetic sociologist. Nor are they well-worn sym-
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bolic statements or dry metaphoric formulas. Simply
and seriously effective they are tales told from the in-
side: tales of people searching for life often impotent-
ly trapped into accepting its substitutions, whether it
be in escapist drug taking, unsuitable sexual relation-
ships, psychotic self-pitying rebellion or isolated her-
mitage. We may or may not recognize their names
and echoing voices; we may or may not wish to
understand them, but we do nevertheless identify
with and are touched by them. If some of the dialogue
seems stereotyped and cliched that is because what
is being experienced is truly as meaningless as it is
cliched. Peter is resigned to non-productive despair
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and says of himself, *‘| am a B-grade movie-script’’.
We first meet Peter appropriately enough to his condi-
tion down on the floor. Another story — a synopsis of
a woman’s life, we are not told her name and of
course it does not matter — is fittingly titled Cliched
Story, because that is what it appears to be and is for
that narrator. These people in growing older have lost
their dignity and self respect and most of the time
they shamefully plod through life uninspired,
presumably till death chooses them. Carol in Story of
a Marriage is resigned to a carefree life, she knows
the risks but still persists. ‘““Carol dies before she
turns forty-seven. Doctors have warned her that she
must lose weight, that the strain on her heart is too
great. Carol in her characteristic way makes no at-
tempt to change her habits.”” Does Carol willingly
choose death?

This spiritual destructive lethargy is inevitable as
it is endemic of Western communities. It infects the
air of the cafe's in Melbourne, the streets of New
Orleans, the often travelled alleyways of the corners
of life of “*‘somewhere city"'. Its catalystic movements
shockingly permeate little Damien’s and Sebastian’s
hearts, and they are only children. — *“The two boys
looked at each other, without speaking, for some

time. ‘| wish daddy did love mummy,’ said Damien
quietly, ‘I wish he did'.”’ The story is titled Beginnings.
Not all Miss Nayman's characters remain lost to the
world. Some are .reassured by their own inner
strengths, others by the love of their friends and fami-
ly at home. Faces you can’t find again builds on emo-
tional depth and intensity rather than scale, and
displays an admirable tightness to good effect.

The poems What You Love You Are by its very ti-
tle suggests a sentimental turn around from the short
stories. Indeed some of the poems are sentimental
and of vogueish nature and inspiration but despite
this their sincerity is still in key. Liek the short stories
the poems are free flowing exercises in thought and
feeling of an almost painterly tradition where realism
is her vocation. Stylishly readable it is disappointing
to find a number of the poems suffering from or-
dinariness and over-ambiguous directions which can
often be disconcerting for the reader. Mostly based
on imagery of lasting impressions, the poet's distinc-
tive mark of creative and thematic concerns and
lessons in good sense make this diversified collection
an essentially worthwhile pleasing reading ex-
perience.

by Anne Wroby.

Book Review (2)

A MELBOURNIAN MINI-SAGA

A review of ““Thousands of Years through the Eyes of a Child"” by Yetta Rothberg (Foundation for
Australian Literary Studies)

by S. L.

Pleasure is always gained at the emergence into light ot
a work that depicts familiar landmarks which time has en-
dowed with special significance. Carlton, in Melbourne, was
fqr three or four decades following the 1920s the local ver-
sion, albeit on a scale manifold reduced, of the lower East
Side of turn-of-the-century New York in the sense that it was
the focal point upon which Jewish migrants from Eastern
Europe converged, sank their first roots, made good — or
foundered — before moving on to the “‘better”” suburbs to
the south and the east of the city. It was a milieu still too
scantily described or incorporated into local writings
although Pinchas Goldhar and Herz Bergner (both in Yiddish)
have done so as have Sam Lipski and Arnold Zable in brief
evocative memoirs published in “The Bulletin’ (January
1966) and the “*Melbourne Chronicle’ (September-October
1977) respectively.

Carlton — particularly that section of Drummond Street
cramped between Faraday and Elgin Streets — and later St.
Kilda form the settings of Yetta Rothberg's novella
““Thousands of Years through the Eyes of a Child”.

The narrative, although told in the third person, in its
precision of geographic and architectural detail and intimacy
of feeling, reads like a highly personalised memoir told by the
chief _protagonist, Deborah. In sharp, sometimes lyrical,
often imaginatively tingling prose, the novella tells of a family
— father, mother and six children — living, struggling, grow-
ing, developing in Melbourne. There is fortitude, frustration,
isolation, death, intra-family conflict and, with time, the
disintegration of the family as a cohesive unit.

What begins as a potentially happy memoir filled with
the promise inherent in childhood evolves by story’s end into
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a muted bitterness and a haunting question: *‘What was the
purpose of the exercise?'' — the exercise of struggle, effort,
rancour, hope. The stages are barely perceptible, the impact
therefore of the end being the more potent when this realisa-
tion dawns. The writing is compressed, perhaps too com-
pressed for all that is contained within the story. Only
Deborah, her brother Max and the peripheral Ella are given
names. The other characters, despite the occasional in-
sights offered into them, remain shadowy and intangible.
One asks that they be given more flesh and complexion and
psyche. Also allusion too often predominates over
demonstration, leaving effects that are cryptic and elusive.
One begs for more substance in the depiction of brothers’
quarrels, for the stages, however briefly described, of the
eldest brother's separation from the concrete world,
presumably into insanity, for more interaction between the
many members of the family which must have been the stuff
of reality.

The novella offers tantalising glimpses of what could be
a vast canvas, or, to modify the metaphor, it is a scaffold
upon which a magnificent concrete narrative edifice could
be constructed without any of the lyricism, imagery and sen-
sitivity being diluted.

The story is delicately and aptly illustrated by Mary
Hammond.

Complementing the novella is a shorter slighter anec-
dotal story "'The Great Wall, or Waiting for Hank!"", telling of
a woman's adventure on a sight-seeing trip in China.
Readable though it is and at times vividly pictorial, by its very
nature, it does not probe as deeply and as feelingly as the
preceding family mini-saga.

° April 1981



State Zionist Council
of Victoria

\\\
ZIQN

invites the community to
celebrate

ISRAEL’S
33rd ANNIVERSARY

on Sunday, 3rd May 1981
at7.45 p.m.

at the
Palais Theatre, St. Kilda

GUEST OF HONOUR
The Prime Minister of Australia
THE RT. HON. J. M. FRASER

In the presence of
The Ambassador of Israel
H.E. Mr. AVRAHAM KIDRON

GUEST ARTIST
SHIMON FARKAS
who will thrill you with his
magnificent voice
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