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EDITORIAL

ETHNIC AUSTRALIA:
A BACKWARD GLANCE

Serge Liberman

s If the present writer be permitted to indulge in a

taste of nostalgia, it is his wish to record that 1981
marks the thirtieth anniversary of his arrival to Australia
as an eight-year-old boy. Scarcely a startling revelation,
certainly not unique, he being but another drop in the
stream of refugees that converged upon the shores of
Australia in the post-War years.

What did that boy know, understand, anticipate at
the time? He still knew very little, understood less, an-
ticipated nothing at all. Australia was a country arrived
at because that was where papers and visas acquired
elsewhere directed him and his family instead of
Canada, the United States, Israel, Argentina, South
Africa or wherever other Jews went. An accident, one
could say in retrospect, but at the time, nothing
remarkable.

But he learnt this much early on — as an im-
migrant, and more, as a Jew, he was different from
those who were his indigenous Australian hosts. His ac-
cent, his mispronunciations, his way of dress, of eating,
of behaviour in schoolyard, class and street, set him
apart, not only as an individual but as a member of an
alien group, all the more so as he was merely one of a
handful of recent arrivals in his earliest school in
Australia. Early on, the ‘‘them and us' syndrome
became apparent; and the syndrome was a mutual one.
At school, he found himself among the ‘“‘them”,
separate from the ““us’” who were his peers in class; at
home, he was among the “‘us’’ as Jew and immigrant
while the boys at school and in his neighbourhood were
the ‘‘them’’. Two worlds revolved, two circles, only
their circumferences touching, firmer contact
prevented by suspicions, resentments, different
customs, histories and memories, and by fears, fears of
the skewed disdaining glance, fears of sneering epithets
of ""reffo”, "wog’’, “‘alien”, "Yid”, and worse. To live
quietly, unobtrusively; to exchange the basic courtesies
with one’s neighbours or work companions expected of
one — that was the sum of one’s desire for external
contact, and then to return to one’s cocoon within the
walls of one’s own home where there was at least some
sense of security, familiarity, poise. This was not, of
course, a syndrome confined to Jews alone — it was an
experience known at different times to Italians, Greeks,
Poles, Yugoslavs, and a host of other nationalities who
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descended warily, sometimes bewildered, down the
gangplanks at Port Melbourne’s Princes Pier. And dif-
ferences, barriers, were sustained by host and by im-
migrant population alike.

But thirty years on — the changes! To use a phrase
recently come to prominence — “‘Ethnic is in"’. Greater
elaboration of this is contained in Benzion Patkin’s
memoir in this issue of the Melbourne Chronicle. The
“them and d us’’ attitude still exists in many quarters, to
be sure, and sometimes it is adhered to vehemently in-
deed, even rabidly, but in the main it is now diluted, the
differences less blatant with the parallel growth and
maturation of the offspring of the generation of 1951,
both Australian and immigrant.

The growth of the ethnic press, the proliferation of
facilities for the active propagation of ethnic perform-
ing, pictorial and verbal arts; the emergence of ethnic
writers; the acknowledgement of the importance of the
ethnic contribution to Australian society as reflected,
for instance, by a recent State Government Reception
specifically for representatives of the ethnic media, to
which the editors of the Melbourne Chronicle were in-
vited as well, — these are merely some of the more
tangible forms in which ethnicity has become accepted
at the time.
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What prompts these remarks is the recent publica-
tion of a book, soon to reach Melbourne, and entitled
““Ethnic Australia’’, edited by Manfred Jurgensen in
Queensland. In this volume, twenty-four writers from
as far afield as Holland, Hungary, Russia, Austria, Italy,
Greece, Malta and Sri Lanka (as well as an Aboriginal
writer — though whether the Aboriginal is truly ethnic
or in fact the truest Australian is a long-standing item
for debate) have written in prose and poetry of pro-
blems of intercultural differences and adaptation to the
Australian way of life. Love, death, family, wars, the
holocaust, youth and childhood, broken ties with their
backgrounds — problems common to all migrant com-
munities emerge in the sharpest relief, not in the relief
of sculpture but of the more malleable written word
with all its plasticity of expression, form, and emotion.

True, an anthology of ethnic writing has appeared
before — Louise Rorabacher's “Two Ways Meet”,
itself a commendable volume; “‘ethnic’’ writers such as
Judah Waten, David Martin, Stephen Kelen, Walter
Adamson, Liliana Rydzynski and a host of others listed
in Lolo Houbein’s bibliography ‘‘Ethnic Writings in
English from Australia” have published before, but

somehow the time has never been so ripe for the
emergence of something even approaching a sense of
pride in being different, for it is the fruit of this very dif-
ference that, to this writer, has enriched Australian life

culture and literature and created an atmosphere where
one need not look warily over one's shoulder in
paranoic fear of a malignant stare or word. And out of
pride can the more freely and forcefully emerge the
creative flame, and it is an unshakable tenet of this
writer that it is creativity, more than its politics or
mineral wealth or landscapes that gives a society its
tenor, its prestige, and honour.

If, on arrival to these Australian shores in 1951, thijs
writer as an eight-year-old had anticipated nothing, had
he but been capable of anticipating or wishing for
changes that would come about thirty years later, then
the very changes that have taken place would have
been the ones he would have desired most ardently
There are pockets of intolerance, yes, but looking at the
scene from a grander perspective, were one given to
prayer, one would pray that the trend towardg
multicultural acceptance, tolerance and co-operation
be continued to total harmony.

Hebrew Prose-Fiction after the War of Liberation

by Gershon Shaked

The Native-Born Generation
It was only at the end of the Thirties that native-
born writers made their literary debut. These were ghe
children of immigrants who had arrived du.ring the first
decade or so of this century. The leading figure was S.
Yizhar whose first story "Ephralm_Goes Back to the
Alfalfa’* was published in 1938 in Gilyonot. The native-
born, unlike the earlier generations, were unilingual.
Writers in the diaspora, and immigrant writers, knew at
least three languages: Hebrew, Yldqwh and a European
language. The native-born were unilingual with their se-
cond language {English) being 1aL_Jght at school: not a
language they were broughg up with. Also, most of the
diaspora and immigrant writers had had a Jewish up-
bringing that included Bible and Talmud study. The
native-born were nurtured on the Bible_alone. Their
education was based on an anti-diaspora Zionist move-
ment and on an attempt to return to the same_cultural
foundations that had been established during the
biblical period of political independence as well as t0
those historical eras which best served as Eorrespon-
ding links between their own period and the “Return to
of the First and Second Temple). The

Zion”" (periods S ¢ ' -
writers and readers of this generation were raised ac

i ivi f a Zionist society
cording to the collectivist values 0 :
(mainlg those of the Labour Movement, the ;l(abll:utz,
the Haganah) and identified themselves wit dt ﬁse.
They accepted collectivist values and concretized them

in their literary works.
The literature, absorbe

mainly, that produced by the prece T
education was, more than for any other generation,

based on modern Hebrew literature, with Hebrew as its
natural language — both as spoken and as written.

d by this generation, was
ding one. Its literary
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Earlier generations had lived in diglossia, speaking Yig.
dish, Polish, Russian, some German, and writing ip
Hebrew, while this generation alone were able to matcp
spoken and written languages. It was the first genera.
tion that learnt Hebrew as an oral language ang
adopted various “clicks” (a literal translation of foreign
idioms) and barbaric words derived from Yiddish ang
from Arabic as part of its verbal range. Surprisingly, thig
generation in particular did not create a litera
language closer to the spoken one, but left an odd king
of gap between their spoken and written languages,
The main writers of this first native-born genera.
tion (usually called the *““homeland generation’” or the
“War of Liberation generation”, sometimes the
“Palmach generation’ because so many belonged tq
these crack fighting units of the Haganah) were g
Yizhar, Yigal Mossinsohn, Moshe Shamir, Nathar;
Shaham, Aharon Megged, Hanoch Bartov, Yehudit
Hendel, and Shlomo Nitzan. They all wrote short
stories, novellas and novels. They all believed, as |'ve
said, in the common values of the Labour Movement, ip,
the duty of a young man to build the country, to defenq
it with his body and to bind his destiny with that of hjg

fellows.

Most of the stories by these writers dealt with the
common fate of nearly identical heroes. On the heroism,
of Elik (Shamir's With His Own Hands) itis said that he
was born of the sea. This hero (the narrator’s brother
whose life and death are very typical of all the
“homeland generation’’) was born into a family withoyy
domestic conflicts. He is brought up in direct contact
with the natural environment and with physical laboyr
He studies at an agricultural school (the ideal school for
that generation), enlists in the Palmach, lives occa-
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sionally in the city, fights against the British in the
suburbs and is killed at the start of the War of Liberation
in an open van on the Tel Aviv-Jerusalem highway. The
character-type is legion: rough, daring and ready to
sacrifice himself. Mossinsohn’s Sergeant Green (in
Gray as a Sack) of Nitzan's Shaulik (Between
Themselves, Tongs With Tongs) are heroes that iden-
tify themselves with the contemporary world of values,
and are always to be found where society most needs
them. Some of these heroes are tormented, speculating
over the question of their right to a private existence
outside the collective circle. Such problems become the
subject matter for S. Yizhar's stories (“Ephraim Goes
Back to the Alfalfa”’, “Midnight Convoy”, ““The Grove
on the Hill”’). Nitzan's hero, Ezra (Shaulik’'s brother)
rebels against his father; he is perverse because he is
spineless. His father had set his stamp on him and he
cannot find his own way in life. Most of the heroes in
this generation follow in their father’s footsteps. Bar-
tov’s hero (in ““The Little Market”) may be in some con-
flict with his father, a petty tradesman who does not
fulfil his Zionist obligations, but he creates a collective
father for himself (in his novel Whose Little Boy Are
You? this is an uncle called Raphael), whom he follows
and works with. Megged in Hedva and / still believes in
pioneering values. Leaving the kibbutz is like being
banished from the Garden of Eden. The city is Hell.
Shlomik’s return to the kibbutz is like returning to a lost
paradise. Shaham’s heroes (“Corn and Fowl"”, "“The
Gods are Lazy’’, "'Us Forever’’) are war-heroes who
have varied conflicts about being fighters. The moral
problem is what to do about a hill that has seven mines
laid over it. Should he tell the reinforcements who turn
up about the mines? How should he treat his Arab
prisoner, with the mines there? These are war stories
(like the war novel of Abba Kovner, Face to Face) tell-
ing about the actual problems facing the soldier as a
man and the man as a soldier. In most of the stories
there is no authorial irony directed at the narrator, nor
by the narrator at the hero. The exception would be
perhaps Yizhar's stories in which the author views his
hero ironically for talking so much about breaking out of
the collectivist circle without really doing anything
about it, only to finally succumb to his instilled social
values. Stories on the War of Liberation were mostly
what Northrup Frye would define as social novels. The
heroes appeared as social personae. Man stood reveal-
ed in society, in his attitude towards it and as an active
member within it. The problems were social ones. The
authors recognized no one except those of their own
generation. Only with Nitzan and Bartov were the
fathers represented as real people. For most of the
novelists the heroes were the sons. These stories have
no epic profundity (since there is no generation conflict
here) and very often they do not have epic range either,
because the authors were unacquainted with other
people (e.g. members of other communities, ethnic
groups, new immigrants, Holocaust survivors) who
were outside their own narrow social circle. When
Moshe Shamir has his hero Uri meet a Holocaust sur-
vivor Mika in the novel He Walked Through the Fields
the author does not actually understand the heroine
who is not a member of the society he is used to.

The techniques used in these stories were simple
enough. The style was high-flown, both because the
authors valued their experiences as exalting and
because they had not yet created their own style, falling
back in descriptive passages upon the style of their
literary parentage (Agnon, Mendele, Berkowitz). Only
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in the dialogue was the influence of the spoken
language felt, and the heroes spiced their talk with
Arabic (which indicated that the hero was part of the
social elite — the sabras whose language was closely
related to Arabic) or with Yiddish (indicating that the
hero belonged to a lower level of society — the new im-
migrants who were not yet an integral part of the social
“set” of the "'select” few.

The novels are mostly written in realistic or
naturalistic techniques in the manner of the Soviet
novel, a great influence on this generation which had so
admired Soviet Russia and its fight against Germany in
the Forties. Many Russian stories and novels were
translated at this time, such as Sholokhov's Quietly
Flows the Don, Beck’s Men of Panfilov, etc. Israeli fic-
tion in this generation had not yet been influenced by
the modern trends in Western literature. Moreover, in
the preceding generation there had been several writers
who were far more modern (Agnon, Gnessin, Vogel
and others) than these younger writers who had
regressed in terms of literary techniques.

Turning Point and Transition

When the state was established and its institutions
set up the dream became reality, but it was a reality that
differed from the dream. The collectivist values of a
radical anti-urbanist society did not stand the test of a
new urban society. The old “pure’ Yishuv was inun-
dated by new waves of immigration, the period of
austerity brought about economic corruption. The
young state created a new bureaucracy that quickly
grew into an old one. The youngsters returning from
the war were disappointed in the dream that had come
true, and the literature of the Fifties and the early Six-
ties is one of disillusion. As with any “ideological disillu-
sionment’’ the results were satirical, nostalgic, elegiac,
or works in which the authors tried to lay new founda-
tions for personal existence. Since the collectivist
values had been undermined, it was necessary to find
viable individual values. Since the ““hero” type had
disappeared, an anti-hero of the new reality had to be
found — especially since it became apparent that with
the new waves of immigration, the Diaspora and its
mentality had not disappeared after all, it was indeed
something impossible to ignore because it was no less a
part of Israeli life than the native-born youngster
himself.

At first both the older and younger writers produc-
ed satires on the new period of corruption and social
decline. The historical novels of Moshe Shamir, King of
Flesh and Blood and David’s Stranger, are novels of
disillusionment, of harsh disappointment in sovereignty
and statehood. It was a disillusion with the “logic of
sovereign rule’” which had cast aside all other moral
principles. Alexander Yannai (King of Flesh and Blood)
and King David (David’s Stranger) are national heroes
who are viewed, in the human sense as negative
heroes. The “logic of sovereign rule”’ destroys their
moral character, and this view reveals Shamir's own
disillusionment over the establishment of a state that
does not embody moral principles. Bartov's The Sou/
and the Stock and Tammuz’'s Enclosed Garden, Meg-
ged's Hedva and I, David Shahar's Gold and Honey
Moon are novels and collections of stories describing
the disillusionment over corruption, while showing
through the denunciations those emergent longings for
another kind of reality which is none other but the very
same anti-urban purity of the Yishuv period prior to the
War of Independence, whether it be a farming settle-
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ment of lovers of the land (as in Tammuz's Sands of
Gold) or of kibbutzniks who are content with their lot
however small, renouncing private life for the general
good.

The deterioration of values was described at the
time mainly by a series of satires under the caption of
“Uzi's Opinion’” written by Benjamin Tammuz and
Amos Kenan in the daily newspaper Ha‘aretz. These
exposed major images of the past (such as Yerahmiel
the Mapainik) and major values of the “"Zionist” past as
being no longer suited to the new times. The novels
gave expression to this revolution in values.

Concurrently with these novels there appeared the
grand confession of Pinhas Sadeh, Life as a Parable,
which stressed the principle of individuality. This novel
was heavily influenced by Nietzsche, Jacob Franck, the
New Testament, and Kierkegaard. The principle of the
hero-narrator (Feldman is Pinhas Sadeh) is the right
that comes through wrongdoing: the hero sleeps with
numerous women in order to find God, going in search
of himself and of God in Israel and in Europe, and
modelling his life on that of Jesus. This is in total devia-
tion from the tradition of the pioneer novel. The hero is
a thorough introvert, never willingly involved in the
social life of the country and has no interest in bulldlpg
it but is entirely centred upon constructing his own in-
dividual personality.

A similar significance can be attributed to the novel
and the stories of Yehuda Amichai (/n this Terrifying
Wind, Not of this Time, Not of this Pface_}. {-\r_mchaa is
one of the poets who changed the poetic idiom. He
rebelled against the tradition of Alterman wl:lfch was
based upon a high-flown poetic diction, “poetic
metaphor, schematised metrics and normative
language. Amichai went over to a sub-normative
language and to dialect, introducing low-brow material
into poetry, destroying metrical patterns and t?ecomlng
anti-metrical. His pathos is restrained and his poems
celebrate the anti-hero who is forced to become a
fighter against his will, who wished to love but was sent
instead to the battlefield. His poetry is that of the non-
committed whose commitment is thrust upon him. Itis
an expression of disillusion that generates an attempt to
create a circle of personal experiences out of love and
suffering. In the stories and in the novel he deals with
anti-collectivist experiences: the very personal deat_h of
the ““narrator’s’”’ father, and of his friend (in the stories);
the desire of the hero (Yoel) to redeem himself from the
traumas of the War of Independence and the Holocaust
by fleeing from his wife, the daughter of his comman-
ding officer in the war, to a foreign, non-Jewish
woman, and by returning to Germany in order to con-
vert the trauma into an ordinary childhood experience.

David Shahar also began a search for his own per-
sonal loss of time. His is a search for the ancient
Jerusalem of the old Yishuv, his own Jerusalem which
is unrelated to the general Israeli Yishuv or to its values
(The Palace of Shattered Vessels, Caesar, etc.). Shahar
reveals (as do Rachel Eitan and Nissim Aloni) that side
by side with the pioneer Yishuv that was historically
predominant, there were other forms of existence:
Jerusalem life in the Mandate period, a Jerusalem of
traditionally orthodox and of Levantine Jews as well as
various types of pioneers and fighters. Nissim Aloni
reveals, in stories about his own neighbourhood, the
Old Jaffa quarters which were also an ancient Jewish
settlement quite distinct from the pioneering set-
tlements. These were different childhoods, uniquely
personal experiences independent of the collective ex-
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perience. Shiomit Har-Even follows the same trend later
with her City of Many Days, in which she reveals Man-
date Jerusalem with its ancient Sephardi (and Arab)
families. With Amichai, Aloni and others, language
became freer, less stylized and literary. The gap
between the different language possibilities is still evi-
dent in Rachel Eitan's novel The Fifth Heaven, which
deals with a more marginal childhood, life in an in-
stitution. The descriptive passages are still written in
the high style, while the dialogue is sub-normative
(slang) and even borders upon a phonostyle that im-
itates the spoken language of marginal youth in Israel,

These works broke through the circle of routine
subjects and laid the groundwork for a long line of
young writers who initiated a new period in Hebrew
literature. I
The “Statehood” Generation in Hebrew Literature

This generation did not grow up in the Yishuy
period and entered the statehood period without look-
ing back in nostalgia. It saw the new lIsrael with all its
strengths and virtues as well as all its weakness and
defects. This generation returned once more to a cer-
tain state of bilingualism. The native-born generation
was to a certain extent opposed to being bilingual, the
war against the British being such that young men did
not join the British army. The new generation found
itself isolated and its problems not very different from
those of the Western world as reflected in modern
literature. It tried to return to the West culturally, in
order to return to itself. This generation was no longer
anti-Diaspora. It had not received the anti-Diaspora
education the previous generation received and used to
justify its existence in the country. The existence of the
State of Israel was, for this generation, as self-evident
as was the coexistence between lIsrael and the
Diaspora. In addition, the previous generation had not
yet fully understood the Holocaust, and it would take
several years before the experience could sink in and be
grasped. The statehood generation confronted the
Holocaust and began to mourn for the murder of the
Jewish people. In this generation survivors of the
Holocaust joined the ranks of the writers, and began to
recount their experiences. The Holocaust, the
persecuted and the refugee became once more both
literary subjects and literary heroes. Writers such as
Yona (a Holocaust survivor) and Alexander (her Israel-
born husband) Sened wrote about the Holocaust in
their book Between the Living and the Dead. This is an
attempt at a historical portrayal of a group of young
boys from a Polish town: what happens to this group
before and after the Holocaust, as it confronts the Ger-
mans within the Warsaw Ghetto and outside it, trying
to retain a human identity under inhuman conditions,
One of the heroes comes to Eretz Israel and some of the
survivors reach Israel later on. The main part of the ac-
tion concerns the loves and lives
of a few boys and girls and their teacher facing cruelty
and death. This novel, like Uri Orlev's, The Lead
Soldiers and Until Tomorrow, or those of Shamai
Golan, The Guilty and The Third Watch, is still written
in the naturalistic manner with the latter two describing
the experiences of children in the camps or escaping
from Poland to Russia.

Of special note are the stories of Aharon Appelfeld,
who since the sixties has published a long list of story
collections and novellas (Smoke, The Fruitful Valley,
Frost Upon the Earth, The Skin and the Gown, Years
and Hours, Badenheim 1939, The Age of Wonders,
etc.). Appelfeld sees beyond realism. Nor does he
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describe the Holocaust itself. What interests him is the
anti-hero, the Holocaust survivor who cannot escape
his past, a past that pursues him at every turn
(“Bertha’’, "“Slowly’’, ""Reparations’’, etc.). His heroes
are indelibly marked by the Holocaust. They flee but
never escape. They are the antithesis of the sabra-hero,
unable to take their fate into their own hands and to
create a new way to dominate life and the environment.
All they have learnt is the law of survival (““In the Isles of
St. George”'). Their adventures are generally minor in-
cidents, symbolic expressions of larger experiences.
The trauma is revealed at every step. Appelfeld’s
writing technique is impressionistic. He does not try to
create realistic effects but an atmosphere made up of
trivia, which convey more of an emotional than an ob-
jective message. The Appelfeldian experience is too
tremendous to be fully described, so it deals with peo-
ple who are much too small and inferior to be portrayed
as heroes leading a full life. The short story and at most
the novella form is appropriate to these stories, woven
as they are of interlacing strands of motifs and a
multitude of minor situations charged with great
significance. With Appelfeld's “heroes” the Jewish
prodigal son returns to Israeli literature. His heroes bear
greater resemblance to those of Agnon and Brenner
than to the heroes of Yizhar, Shamir and Megged.
From the point of view of literary history, this is a rever-
sion to the world of the fathers and grandfathers in-
stead of to the world of (younger) fathers and elder
brothers.

The anti-hero did not enter Hebrew fiction solely
with the Holocaust survivors. The younger writers sud-
denly found that the country was full of anti-heroes in
whom heroism was merely a mask behind which hid the
frightened Jew of every day. It would seem that with
the disintegration of collective values, human colours
became grayer, and it was no longer possible to divide
things into black or white. The portrait of the new hero
appears for instance in the stories of Yehoshua Kenaz
and Yeshayahu Koren. Kenaz wrote a novel called After
the Holy Days, which describes the slightly insane
world of two sisters and their father in a small village
settlement. The provincial family is characterized by
frustration, isolation, erotic impotence and lack of con-
fidence. The stories of Kenaz, like those of Koren (who
also writes stories about village life) are composed in a
very precise style that closely approximates the spoken
language (in contradistinction to the stylized, lofty man-
ner of the previous generation). The descriptions are
never complete and leave numerous gaps. The stories
{as well as the novel) have an impressionistic effect.
The characters are quite unusual, but the style does not
allow for any melodrama. Some of the writers of the
previous generation (Bartov in Whose Little Boy Are
You?) also tried to write about characters on the
margins of society instead of at its centre, even though
their style was even more richly stylized and less
economical than that of Kenaz and Koren. Three
writers (Yehoshua, Oz, and Kaniuk) tried to give the
anti-heroic figure symbolic dimensions. They stopped
writing about sociological experiences and ceased
describing their heroes as representing social levels, but
for all they did try to get to the roots of Jewish
existence in the country.

A. B. Yehoshua was influenced by Agnon (The
Book of Deeds), Kafka, Frisch, and Camus, and began
writing abstract stories detached from time and space
( The Death of the Old Man). These were strange stories
revealing the other side of the Israeli spirit.
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While shamir’s heroes were full of vitality and libido, the
stories of A. B. Yehoshua were filled with the death
wish. The readiness for destruction or death becomes
almost a test of manhood with this writer (“An Evening
in Yatir Village*’). In contrast to the realistic and impres-
sionistic stories discussed so far, a surrealistic air
predominates in his early stories. The technique is a
grotesque one which the author seems to relish, and
the reader can sense the lyrical pleasure that the author
derives from such grotesque situations. So long as
these stories remained abstract and entirely unrelated
to reality, they had no bearing upon lIsraeli life. In his
next book, Facing the Forests, the writer comes closer
to realities, and it is uncertain whether the stories are
realistic or irrealistic. The heroes are uprooted intellec-
tuals, footloose and vagrant, far removed from the
heroes of Shamir. A student serves as forest watcher
and anticipates its being set on fire by the Arab worker
who is supposed to be co-operating with him, The ex-
pectation is fulfilled, and the lonely, indifferent student,
who is preparing a thesis on the Crusades, enjoys the
conflagration. A historical interpretation of the story
points to a strange sort of justification for the Arab side
in the Jewish-Arab conflict. It is a kind of exposure of
the dark side of the Zionist experience or a revelation of
the self-destructive tendencies of the Jewish intellec-
tual, who is hardly different from all intellectuals all over
the world. The story A Poet’s Continuing Silence
reveals, in the relations between a father and a son, the
perverted lust for life of an ageing father embodied in
the son born in his old age. This perversion can be
taken in the personal and social sense at the same time.
A story such as “Early in the Summer of 1970" is an ex-
pression of a father's ambivalent attitude towards his
son’s death. The father has rebuilt his personality
around his status of a bereaved father and is both disap-
pointed and afraid when he finds out that his son is
alive. The ambivalence of states of existence (such as
love, cancer disease, old age, bereavement) is what in-
terests Yehoshua. Ambivalence is an expression of a
typically western experience, and is very different from
the anti-urbanist literature of the romantic pioneering
movement.

Yoram Kaniuk, like Yehoshua, tends towards the
grotesque, and brings out the grotesque aspects of the
new lIsraeli in three quite different novellas such as The
Acrophile, Adam Resurrected, The Story of Aunt
Shlomzion the Great. The first novella portrays the new
figure of the uprooted person, someone who has left
the land of his fathers, Israel, emigrating to the United
States where he becomes a grotesque figure living a
grotesque marriage and losing all orientation. The se-
cond novella describes the obsessions and longings of a
Holocaust survivor who flees to an insane asylum in
Israel to get away from his memories and feelings of
guilt at having remained alive by debasing himself (liv-
ing a dog'’s life with one of the camp commanders) leav-
ing behind all his loved ones. The third story is a grotes-
que about people of the old Yishuv, farmers whose ties
with the land are pre-Zionist. This is a grotesque at-
tempt to “learn’” about what binds the Jew to the land
(when the son is already an emigrant) without it being a
consciously ideological bond. As in Yehoshua's stories,
marginal man so to speak, is here brought forward as
the one who is at the very heart of the emotional and
spiritual life of the country. Marginal characters of this
type (with masculine impotency as a common point of
origin) are tentatively created by Orpaz as well (in
stories such as Ants and in other stories).
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Of special importance are the stories and novels of
Amos Oz. Oz utilized the most ordinary material, the
most implicity accepted commonplaces of Israeli reali-
ty, and refashioned it. The kibbutz, the university, the
War of Independence are the sacred cows of Israeli ex-
perience. Amos Oz showed the other side of the coin.
From a social point of view his stories show that the
most ““moral” society of all (kibbutz society) is one in
which the most extensive forces of passion are active
(Lands of the Jackal, Elsewhere Perhaps). The kibbutz
framework is very like a pressure cooker that represses
human passions, but these mount up and break
through, with older men accosting and seducing
younger girls, and where society violates nearly all its
taboos. In both these stories, as in My Michael, Amos
Oz is fascinated by evil. The fascination of the bad, the
weak and the ugly in a world where the norms are the
good, the strong and the beautiful, is the central sub-
ject matter of his stories. The fascination of evil exists
even in a Crusader story such as Unto Death or in the
stories of The Hill of Evil Counsel. Here it is the mother
who runs away with the English admiral, and the
messianic-minded neighbours who are semi-fascistic,
that are so emotionally alluring for the young boy who
knows in his mind that truth and goodness are on the
other side, the side of his weak father who lacks
charisma. lsraeli society, which prior to the establish-
ment of the state had been brought up on affirmative
values and positive identification with social reality,
suddenly discovers that evil hides beneath good, and
that the forces of passion, negation and destruction
(social deterioration, betrayal, fascination of the Arab
world, the mania for destruction) are forces which can-
not be ignored; and if we are to coexist with them, they
must be converted into a part of human reality through
the medium of art. Amos Oz filled this important func-
tion. His style (like that of Kaniuk) is expressionistic,
rather elevated, tense, sarcastic and tending towards
the grotesque. He tends towards consistent ironisation
of the hero by means of the narrator (in the short stories
and in Efsewhere Perhaps) and when he uses a narrator-
hero (Unto Death and My Michael) these are highly
complex figures, who have an ambivalent relationship
to reality, or whose attitude (Hannah in My Michael)
reveals strange and varied relations between the nar-
rator and the world he is creating.

Ambivalence, the grotesque, delicate impres-
sionism and surrealism are typical aspects of this new
fiction and achieve a most delicate expression in the
works of Amalia Kahana-Carmon. Among the writers of
the native-born generation, S. Yizhar was the most
modernistic and complex. His novel Days of Tziklag (a
long two-volume novel on the lives of ten soldiers dur-
ing seven days in the War of Liberation) was written in
the stream-of-consciousness mode, and succeeded
more than any other writer before him in creating a
detailed, precise picture of Eretz Israel landscapes. In
her power of evoking scenery by means of an extremely
delicate stream-of-consciousness technique, Amalia
Kahana-Carmon continues Yizhar's approach, but
whereas Yizhar's heroes are of the very ordinary sort,
very collective in type and lacking in individuality, her
heroes and heroines are outstandingly unique. They are
also marginal types: a lone woman, a high-school girl
who falls in love with a teacher (/f | Have Found Favour,
N’ima Sasson Writes Poems), a woman going through
the crisis of her forties, rejected by her husband and still
seeking for the grand experience of her life (Moon in
Valley of Ayalon). All her heroes and heroines are
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solitary people trying to arrive at a unique dialogue,
sometimes successfully but mostly failing in their at-
tempt. Kahana-Carmon is able to describe the world of
the War of Liberation (/ Thirst For Your Waters, O
Jerusalem), yet her heroes are not heroic, but simply
isolated people on the margins of existence, desiring a
human experience which is independent of historical
experience, even though they continue to live that ex-
perience.

Dan Tsalka (The Bassoon Tree), also uses a fairly
delicate impressionistic style to describe heroes who
exist on the borderlines rather than at the hub of
existence, but they try their best to circumvent
historical experience rather than to exploit it to the full.

Recent years have brought growing fame to Yit-
zhak Ben-Ner (The Man From QOver There, Rustic
Sunset), who returns to the historical and collective ex-
perience in a new way. His heroes live this experience
after having gone through all the spheres of hellish
isolation. They are the solitary people who are drawn in-
to real historical experiences (such as the Yom Kippur
War in “Nicole”), yet are no longer identified with it but
instead are hurt by it and forced to confront it. Ben-Ner
returns to some extent to a certain realism (extremely
refined), a kind of neo-realism of an artist who has
known, as it were, all the other techniques, and has
returned to the old way, because the new ways have
been exhausted and perhaps because it is time to go
back and confront reality in the way most appropriate
to direct confrontation — the way of realism.

Thus Israeli fiction has returned from a simple col-
lectivist realism to a complex, individualistic one. As in
any literary process, the dialectics have brought about a
return to the prior thesis in a new form, after the ab-
sorption of the antithesis.

Summary

In this brief summary we have described only a
small part of the literary scene in Israel over the past
thirty years. Tammuz’s trilogy of disillusion (The Lives
of Elyakum, Castle in Spain, The Book of Visions), the
neighbourhood story describing the disappointed war
veterans by Yehudit Hendel (The Street of Steps), the
community stories of Tabib (As the Grass of the Fields)
or of Ben-Ezer (The Quarry) were not mentioned in this
survey just as many other writers and stories that were
omitted. We wished to indicate five major trends: a) the
typical collectivist story; b) the disintegration of the col-
lectivistic story, with the search for the self and the
satire, following the disillusionment; c) the in-
dividualistic story which turns into a symbolic story that
looks back onto collectivist values from a new vantage
point; d) the purely individualistic story which utilises
poetic techniques; e) the return to a mature realism.

These trends are not merely diachronic, and are
not clear-cut and straight-forward. Many of the writers
who published their works in the sixties had already
begun writing in the fifties and many who began in the
forties went through one trend after another in the
course of their development.

This has been a subterranean passage, but it
reflects through the spectrum of art a young-old society
in its becoming and its struggles.
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Changes in Australian Outlooks

(Pages from a Diary)

by Benzion Patkin*

A renewed mass migration to Australia by Euro-
peans followed the end of World War Two. There were
at first, refugees from countries occupied by the Soviet
Union, such as Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia, from
Poland and East Germany, to be followed by
Ukrainians, other Russians and still others who were in
camps in Western Europe, and refused to be repatriated
to their former homelands for fear of repressions by the
Communist regimes. This wave of migrants included
many East European Jewish survivors of the Holocaust
and other Jews who had spent the war years in Siberia,
the Urals, Turkestan, Kirghiziya and other Soviet
Republics bordering on Asia.

These migrants were followed by others from Cen-
tral and Southern Europe. Suddenly, many languages
not previously heard in Australia, — at least, not in
public — were now heard in the streets, on trams,
trains and many other places where people usually
assembled.

While the press and radio speculated about the
length of time necessary to “assimilate” the "New
Australians’’, the migrants began to organise
themselves into national societies, associations, unions
and fraternal groupings.

For the average Australian, the post-World War
Two migration from Europe was something of a
dramatic phenomenon. If, on the arrival of the first
waves of migrants, the attitude of Australians to them
was benevolent and even patronising, the subsequent
masses of migrants evoked a kind of hostility among
*old Australians”’.

The Federal and State Governments in those:days
had to embark upon special educational programmes to
explain to Australians that Australia needed above all to
increase its population. The Australian factories and
farms needed workers to increase production and, what
was more important still, Australia needed manpower,
the result of the lesson learned by the sudden and un-
provoked entry of Japan into the War in 1941, which
found Australia completely unprepared in defending the
home front while its limited army was fighting many
thousands of miles away, in the Middle East.

It took a long time for the average Australian to
become accustomed to hearing more and more foreign
languages in the streets and in public places and most
particularly in factories and workshops.

The newcomers also introduced new customs,
new foods, new styles of dress. In short, they made
themselves felt in many branches of day-to-day life.
Most migrants resisted attempts towards assimilation
into Australian society as was propagated repeatedly by
the media, by the trades unions, by individual intellec-
tuals, and by the various organisations formed to assist
the new migrants to adapt themselves to a new en-
vironment in a new and, to them, alien land.

Even at the International Club', the expression of
"“assimilation’”” was becoming more and more
prevalent. Discussions about ““assimilation’” were often
broached at functions, private gatherings and around
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the tables at the International Balls and Festivals held
annually at the Melbourne or St. Kilda Town Halls or at
the Palais De Danse.

It was customary for the Club to have on such oc-
casions special Guests of Honour, among them the
Prime Minister and his wife, other Ministers and their
wives, the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress, University
personalities and other distinguished members of the
community.

At one such Festival-Ball, an unusually large
number of national groups, wearing their colourful
national costumes, performed lively national dances
and sang national folk-songs.

The Guests of Honour on that occasion included
Mr. Harold E. Holt, the Minister of Immigration, and
Mrs. Holt, Sir Richard (later elevated to Lordship) and
Lady Casey 2, the Prime Minister, the Right Hon. Mr.
(later — Sir) Robert and Dame Pattie Menzies, Mrs.
Herbert Brookes, the Club’s Président, my wife Hemda,
myself, and other members of the Executive. We were
all sitting at what was called at The Top Table.

“‘How long, do you, Mr. Patkin, think it will take all
these New Australians to assimilate?’’ | was asked by
Lady Casey.

“| don't think’’, | said, “that all the people here,
dancing their national dances, wearing their national
costumes, and many others who are not here, will ever
want to assimilate, if assimilation means to forgo their
mother tongue, their culture, the ability to com-
municate with their friends and relatives in their home
countries, and to renounce their own heritage and
traditions.

““What is wrong'’, | continued, “‘with my Hebrew
or Yiddish languages, with being able to read the Bible
in its original, or to read Israeli newspapers and books
by Israeli authors, or for Greeks, Italians, Dutch and
others to be able to do the same in their own
languages?

*If assimilation means to give up one’s own identi-
ty, | am against it. But | am for integration. Any
newcomer to Australia, by contributing the best of his
heritage and culture and trying to absorb the best that
Australia can offer, thereby permitting an interchange
of moral and cultural values, can only enrich the life of
Australians, and themselves as well.”

The Holts, Mrs. Herbert Brookes and others at the
table expressed their agreement with what | said.

| had never thought this way about assimilation”,
Lady Casey said. I would certainly not like to an-
tagonise anyone, particularly newcomers from Europe.
| am sure that Australians can learn much from them
just as they can learn much from us Australians."’

Not many years later, the Government and the
people of Australia have completely changed their at-
titudes. Not only has the expression '‘assimilation”
become less frequently seen and heard, but national
minority groups have been given every opportunity to
open their own clubs, to establish their own societies
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and even to appoint teachers to help immigrant children
overcome language and communication difficulties
with their elders and their peers.

What twenty or twenty-five years ago would have
been considered impossible — e.g. signs over shops,
solicitors’ offices, doctors’ surgeries, etc. in Greek,
Italian, Arabic and other languages — has come about,
and it is now scarcely a thing of wonder to see ethnic
newspapers and journals in many languages published
in Australia displayed in newsagents and in newspaper
kiosks.

Moreover, the Australian Government went much
further in helping the many and various ethnic groups
safeguard their individual cultures by establishing, in
1975, two radio stations for the sole use of these groups
and managed by them. One of these was the ill-fated
Access Radio 3ZZ which, called the ““Voice of the Com-
munity”, was used to present information relating to
their communities to the Australian community at large.
The other, 3EA Ethnic radio, has as its aim the propaga-
tion of ethnic culture in the form of national folklore,
music, literature, as well as the presentation of news,
interviews and discussions pertinent to the particular
group. Thus, in one day, a wide range of programmes
in Yugoslav, Greek, Spanish, Turkish, German, Jewish
and Slovakian languages may be heard, while on the
following day, a totally different assortment of
languages may be heard. :

Similarly, there exist schools in which as many as
ten to twenty languages may be heard and where
specially-employed teachers are engaged to help
students cope with their work. Courses in colleges of
advanced education have been established to train
teachers in teaching English as a second language.
University departments and faculties have for some
considerable time been actively engaged in a wide
gamut of issues that fall under the umbrella of “ethnic
studies”” — demography, language, assimilation, in-
tegration, acculturation, education, health care,
employment for migrants, etc. The position of Commis-
sioner for Communal Relations has been created to look
into aberrations and injustices that may affect migrants

to Australia; State Ministries of Immigration and Ethnic
Affairs have been very active in promoting the welfare
of Australian migrants — among other ventures, it has
this year in Victoria published a catalogue of the local
ethnic press; an Ethnic Arts Council under the
auspices of the Australia Council Community Arts
Board has been established, its major publishing ven-
ture being its substantial, though regrettably in-
complete, Ethnic Arts Directory; anthologies of ethnic
writings have appeared and are continuing to appear,
and, more important, to be accepted; the works of
“’ethnic writers’’ are being more widely published and
read, either in journals or in self-contained books,
whether they be poetry, stories, novels or
autobiographical works.

Such have been some of the results of the changes
in Australian outlooks in the post World War Two era.

* Benzion Patkin is author of ““Heritage and Tradition: The Emergence
of Mount Scopus College’” and of “"The Dunera Internees’’,

1The International Club was founded in 1932 by Mr. and Mrs, Herbert
Brooks with the idea of making it a “’second home"" for people of many
lands and nationalities, for them to mix together and thus promote and
strengthen international friendship. This Club was in close liaison with
the Australian League of Nations' Union and later with the United
Nations Association of Australia.

2pAccording to Nancy Keesing's anthology “'Shalom: Australian Jewish
Stories” (published in 1978 by William Collins) and her other book
“John Lang and The Forger's Wife”’, Lord Casey who was Governor-
General of Australia from 1965 to 1969, was a descendant of Lang's
convict grandfather, John Harris.

" .... John George Lang (1816-1864), who was Australia’s first native-
born writer of fiction, was descended from one of those First Flget
Jewish convicts; indeed, he had the rather rare distinction of being born
at Parramatta, near Sydney, a second-generation Australian in 1816,

John Harris, Lang's grandfather, was transported to Australia for steal-
ing eight silver spoons valued at 3/1d. He is regarded as the first Jaw to
set foot in Australia and was later to become the first Jewish police of-
ficer in New South Wales, Indeed, he is credited with being the
Colony’s first Australian Policeman (Jewish or otherwise).

THE“"HAZOMIR” CHOIR JUBILEE

Shmuel Bennett

Concurrent with the jubilee of the oldest Yiddish
cultural organisation in Australia, the “Kadimah, the
jubilee of another well-known organisation in Yiddish
Melbourne is being celebrated. This is the ‘“Hazomir"”
Choir which has earned for itself a fine reputation, not
only locally but also abroad.

Even in America, with its Jewish population of
millions, are there few Yiddish choirs, and these few
struggle for their very existence.

Thirty-five years ago, a group of enthusiasts of
Yiddish song and music, led by the late Michael
Sanders, founded the ‘‘Jewish Men’'s Choir’, an
historic event for Yiddish Melbourne. The Choir was
fortunate in being able to procure the services of con-
ductors of European background and training whose
musical and artistic standards were high.
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Later, the Choir was re-organised and formed into
a mixed choir. This enabled both an expansion in reper-
toire and an improvement in the quality of its work. As
with any cultural organisation, the Choir, too, had to
wrestle with a number of problems — technical,
material and organisational.

The “pioneers’ of the ““Hazomir”’ Choir, each of
them devoted cultural workers, were faced with many
difficulties, not the least of which was that of attracting
members with either musical training or talent.

In 1947, when the Choir was founded — very soon
after the end of the Second World War — the newly-
arrived immigrants were too preoccupied with trying to
make a living in a new land, to establish homes, to learn
a new language. This proved inevitably to detract
potential participants from involvement with the Choir.
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Yet, the Choir did have successes in acquiring as
members singers who had, “in der heym”, (at home),
sung in either synagogues or folk choirs.

The first conductor was Henry Portnoy who show-
ed great devotion and energy at rehearsals which were
held on Tuesday nights in the Communal Hall, attached
to the Melbourne Hebrew Congregation Synagogue in
Toorak Road. Gradually, the Choir gained recognition
and prestige in the Jewish community. At its Annual
Concerts, it attracted a substantial number of “fain-
shmeker’’ harsh critics of Yiddish song and music.

The first concert was held at the Union Theatre at
the Melbourne University, and thereafter the Choir was
invited to participate in important Jewish functions,
such as Israel Independence Day celebrations, Ghetto
Memorial evenings, along with diverse cultural and
social programmes. One important event in the history
of the Choir was its appearance in the Sydney Town
Hall under the direction of well-known Felix Werder. An
audience of several thousand, among them the late Dr.
H.V. Evatt and Harold Holt and other leading per-
sonalities, received the Choir with a standing ovation.

Throughout its existence, the Choir has been for-
tunate in the calibre of its conductors — Henry Port-
noy, Felix Werder, Dolf Brenner, Pinchas Sharp, Jac-
ques Berlinski, Baruch Kalushiner, Ben Segaloff and
Adrian Bartak. Each of them, academics and first-rate
musicians, strove to maintain a high standard both of
repertoire and performance. Its present conductor is
Adrian Bartak who is young, energetic and enthusiastic
both at rehearsals and in concerts.

“Hazomir” has been invited to many functions,
both Jewish and non-Jewish. It has sung on Ethnic
Radio, at the Festival of All Nations, and at the Interna-
tional C'f'19ral Festival “Zimriah’* in Israel. At the “'11th
Zimriah in 1979, a group of 73 *‘Hazomir” performers
(choristers, conductor and pianiste) contributed a
specially-selected varied and rich programme of Yid-
dish, Hebrew and English songs. Though small in
number, compared with others — 21 choirs from
ﬁbroad qn‘q a similar number from within Israel itself —
; Hazon:nr was nonetheless well-received. Particularly
interesting and rewarding were the concerts given in
the various kibbutzim where not only the ““vatikim”, the
veterans, but al_so the second and third generations ap-
preciated the Yiddish repertoire and warmed especially
to Wal_tzlng Matilda”, Many former Melbournites,
now resngent in lIsrael, became, as it were, “‘camp
fsollowers at the various concerts in Tel Aviv, or in Kfar

aba, where the *Zimriah’’ participants from abroad
Wwere accommodated. Also impressive was the Choir's
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appearance at a concert in Jerusalem in its magnificent
concert hall, the “’Binyenei Ha'oomah"'.

Heartened by the Choir’s success in the “*Zimriah’’,
the choristers have come more than ever to realise the
importance of regular attendance at rehearsals in order
to maintain the standard attained in Israel.

The 35 years of ‘“Hazomir’'s”’ existence has in-
evitably seen many changes. Each conductor has
brought new ideas and new plans which have pro-
gressively enriched the quality of the repertoire, not
only from the Jewish treasury of folklore and song, but
also from the classics. Over the years, the Choir has had
the good fortune to have in its ranks fine soloists (par-
ticularly from amongst Polish and Russian immigrants)
who have enhanced and brought greater prestige to
“dos Yiddishe lied".

The Choir is in the happy position that throughout
its existence it has had devoted and untiring members;
it has had the free use of the Communal Hall; and it has
had the continued sponsorship of the “Kadimah’. At
the regular Tuesday rehearsals, the attention .and
discipline of the choristers are clearly evident. A
number of the present choristers are both pioneers and
veterans of the Choir, despite the fact that most of
them are particularly busy people with many private
concerns that require attending. But for all that, they
are convinced that the Choir has a key role to play in the
community as an important cultural instigution. With its
repertoire of Yiddish, Hebrew and English songs, the
Choir can appeal to all sections of a Jewish audience.

Itis difficult, within the framework of a brief article,
to enumerate those who have contributed to the suc-
cess and continuance of the Choir. Mention must be
made of the founder of the Choir, the late Michael
Sanders, the long-standing president Chaim Goldberg
and the pianiste Miriam Rochlin who, from the very
beginning has almost continuously accompanied the
Choir at rehearsals and at performances. Among others
who have given valued service to the Choir have been
the Jewish-French composer Jacques Berlinski, and
soloists such as Danny Kleinman, Stanley Berkoff, Max
Jedwab, Steve Goldberg, Sylvia Portek and Rachel
Podemsky. Over the last few years, a very important

role in the administration of the Choir has been played
by the ever-energetic and tireless Sarah Pell.

If Yiddish Melbourne can be proud of its many and
diverse institutions and organisations, along with the
community’s congregations and day-schools, then the
*“Hazomir’ Choir must be counted as holding an impor-
tant position in this, the “Jerusalem of Australia”.
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JEWISH ARTISTS OF AUSTRALIA
ALBERT KRANTZ

It has been said that “‘every artist writes his own
autobiography”’, and in the pattern of Albert Krantz's
life one can identify a quality of creativeness and skill
that defines the man.

Born in 1928, Albert arrived in Australia at the age
of ten and showed prowess in art by winning first prize
in the Silver City Combined Art Competition. In
Melbourne, he gained further honours in both the
academic and sporting arenas, involved in cricket, ten-
nis and athletics, and achieving pharmaceutical status
as a Fellow of the Victorian Pharmaceutical Society and
as Honorary Member of the Societies of Pharmacy in
New York and California. His other accomplishments
include those of Foundation Member of the AJAX
Squash Club where he played pennant for many years,
Public Relations Officer of the Elwood Talmud Torah,
and President of the Bezalel Fellowship of Arts.

. Inart, he was awarded the Fripp Prize for a par-
ticularly fine set of illustrations of his lecture notes in his
academic year. His artistic talents were later
acknowledged in stage decor and in make-up techni-
ques. Frank Sinatra was among his subjects and Albert
still values an autographed photograph and record
album as a token of the help which he gave the actor
while in Australia. Albert and his wife, Joan, worked
together on the project.

As a former President of the Bezalel Fellowship of
Arts, he achieved considerable success in fund-raising
and as representative of Bezalel in Israel. A Bezalel

1. Caesarea
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by Morris C. Davis, C.M.G.

Ll ot byt

2. Miniature

Scholarship exists in the name of Albert and Joan
Krantz.

His predominant interest in the field of art is as a
miniaturist in colour. His sense of colour is strong and
he possesses a particularly original style in calligraphy.
Similarly, vibrant oils extend the range of his talent;
Israel and historic events are among his prominent
motifs.

To Albert Krantz, painting is a part of a very broad
brush-stroke of his life which he fills with many facets
of glamour, joy, colour and excitement. His home is a
repository of fine sculpture. Here, in his home, one sees
Albert the artist, family man, friend and artisan. Here,
his wife, Joan, plays a very important part — an
hospitable hostess and help-meet to Albert, making
possible his achievements as creative artist, pharmacist
and friend of Bezalel. Their children, Andrew, Vivianne
and Janine round off a joyful, finely-balanced family.

The Bezalel Fellowship of Arts wishes Albert
Krantz well.
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“BECOMING"”

Catherine Hoffman*

“Airl Ah, airl” the old man commanded from his
rioting throat in which the cancer raged. "l can't
breathel’’ he spat, accusing the daughter who stood.

“1t will choke, — ah, choke me!" he gasped then
wheezed in a stab of pain, drinking in the air's
deliciousness which was momentarily returned to him
again.

He slammed furiously into the chair, all expression
exhausted from his face.

In the door his daughter stood demolished by what
must happen. Despite her terror, she would be witness,
— perhaps even tonight, — to a mystery as great as life
itself. Now she stood crumpling before her father, an
old, trembling man.

“Father,” leaning forward, almost touching, “it
will not be allowed to happen,’’ she almost proclaimed.

*|ike bloody hell!’”” He cursed this insult, his life,
the illness, his daughter’'s pious affectations, himself.
“It will end probably,” he made a choking gesture, “in
an agony — unsuspected!”

His face was blotching on the room’s contracting
air. They looked at each other from the brink of
themselves.

Silence prevailed.

.. God is merciful, ..."”" the girl muttered.

But the man who had not feared (certainly, he had
not loved), either God, or man, or life itself, lifted his
head in its full genre of rage. And yelled;

*Rubbish! It will end in the ugliness with which
everything has happened!"” He stamped his slender,
nervous foot in short, impenetrable stabs.

Shocked, his daughter bent her head. Because
despite everything, the greatest gift was still that
anything was at all when it might not have been.

Anna stood stiffly hovering, tearing at her hands.
“Please, father,”” she came lumbering huge with
helplessness, ““don’t, don’t think that.”

He turned away, cutting her out of his distress.

““No, don‘t, don't, don’t,”” she begged.

Then Albert Mane, shrunk in his chair, had a
curious sense. Through his pain he looked at his
daughter’s bared face. It was open with suffering. Grey
with shame. The truth hit him slowly; it was from his
blasphemy she suffered — not for his fear or pain.

“All right, Anna,”” he touched her face and
dismissed her, perhaps for the rest of what remained to
him of life. Her soft and impersonal cruelty was beyond
measure. So he said, because to him nothing mattered
now. “'All right then. Perhaps you're right.”

Conceding her point as truth was his way of
delivering the final barb. But in her innocence — or
stupidity, — she hadn’t even sensed it. Indeed her face
was actually calm.

Now his daughter was standing up from where she
had been crouched. But it was happening in him again,
— not exactly pain, — but the soft, ineffable perishing
in all his fibres. Albert Mane shook in his chair. His
whole body was rent.

“But it's choking — choking me!” He was livid
that pain brought him so close, for how terror made him
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relent. He almost reached for his daughter’s hand in the
failing dark.

Immediately she was down beside him again.

“It's no use, no use, nothing is,” he raged, furious
at the ritual way the cancer was prosecuting its ends.
“You will be left to nothing — a spinster with bills, —
this poverty, — this mess, — with nothing, — just
waste in theend ...”"

Somewhere in the dark she was scrabbling after
his hands. Wanting to hold, to say something, to right
his mistake. But he managed to elude her strength. To
avoid her clasp he rummaged for his handkerchief and
spat out phlegm.

She stood up spectrally, now that what could hard-
ly be implied had actually to be said.

| can’t t-tell you,”” she stammered over their years
of unconfidence and contempt, 'l can’t tell you f-father
how happy | am — and trust in things — even in the
goodness of life ..."”

Her mouth, disfigured by her faith, disgusted the
old man. He snorted a little, embarassed for the way he
had distressed. And by how this solemn, grey-eyed
daughter failed to interest him more than formally, even
at the end.

Then his frail, feverish head was shaking, sinking
into the fitful sleep into which he was sometimes allow-
ed to escape.

Anna got up. She went to the window. Twilight
was purpling in long rushes of cloud. She folded her
arms. Against the laboured whiffling of her father's
breath, things seemed to be eluding her grasp. Tumbl-
ing away ruinously in a great avalanche, a catastrophe
of light. Focus was slipping her mind; reality drifting its
frayed skeins from her hands. Was it possible, after all,
that her father's crumbling life could shatter all the
monuments of faith? That love would crumble like a
colossus in the quake of this imminent end?

No, no, she bashed the window softly, softly,
palpitating, breathless. Standing, heaving, daring, de-
fying the imminent.

It was August 28th. In the garden below the time-
sworn transformation had happened. The soaked and
melancholy sheen of trees blooming in the twilight rain.
And over all the soft assurance of greenness prevailed.
No, no, — the girl affirmed, or pledged; she would not
accept. Seeing again how forms could, by the grace of
some lights, acquire a temporary, internal radiance.

And vyes, yes, life would win. She wanted to
believe and did; because death might inflict a flaw on
the world in the perfection of which it was in-
conceivable that anything should perish.

Suddenly, there was a motion behind her back.

In the chair her father was awake. His eyes open-
ed. His gaze met her face.

Somewhere that evening, at the crux of some in-
finite perspective. Albert Mane's eyes and those of his
daughter met. They beheld. And locked at last, recon-
ciled in the necessary.

She knew then. And turned.

The sick man sunk away.
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After pulling the brocade of the curtains (he would
have wanted that,) and putting on her childish pink
dressing-gown, she just sat. Watching the father’s pur-
ple, scalpel-mutilated face.

Anna’s hands were clenched.

So her father was dying in the end.

After a while her fists opened, her fingers spread.
Anna sat still beneath the ablutions of lamplight, having
then almost accepted the fact.

She sat through the night without expression. She
was seeing again how the tumors had swollen on his
neck. These merciless mutations would grow inwards
to deny him air at the end.

And now his hands were reaching just after that.

“Oh air! Air!"”" The father groped up from the
hallucination of sleep. He clutched at his face. He was
staggering upwards, hoary and desperate, his daughter
pawing at his sleeve as he ran. Down the stairs and into
the garden, their bodies were wrestling for air.

The man and his daughter were stumbling along,
groping through the cold garden'’s air. Where, beneath
the winter silver, his courage and self-possession,
breath came slowly again. He was breathing thinly,
squeaking even, as the gusts of air were rebuilding his
will.

“There,” she gasped “there, you see,’”” more
breathless than the choking man, ““it has come again.”

“Yes,” he said. “Yes.” And took the arm of his

daughter and they walked together for the first time in
the open air.

. They walked and walked. They almost paraded.
Like their arms, their wills were linked in a perfect bond
of perfect desire that he should live.

Nature, like life, had been neither gift nor presence
for the man. But now in the night of this unarrived spr-
ing, he couldn’t help seeing how the whitely burning
branches of the almond were baring their limbs, almost
as if for him.When he had never seen such things!

“"Look,"” he even grunted at the daphne burgeon-
ing at his feet.

He remembered now how it had riled him last
autumn to see Anna planting them on her knees. Now
his heel-tread crushed sage. It broke perfume into the
pouring wind. So, his girl, lolloping beside, bent and
gathered the nights’ flowers for him.

““How nice,” he murmured at her bouquet
inadvertently.

They walked beneath the willows arm in arm. The
lashes of the willow were perspiring strands of jewelled
light. Air was coming faster now to his red, feverish
mouth. Above their heads the moon was pouring

waterfalls of light in whose brilliance tree and branch
were transmogrified.

“It is better, then, isn't it?"" his daughter asked
now, still featureless with fright.

“Yes,” he replied, absorbed by the way that the
willows were becoming shivering highways of rainlight.

Watching their quicksilver branches stirring with
commencements, it struck Albert Mane that he was be-
ing offered an alliance with some perfection. He stood
palpitating for a second. But the world, costumed in
such transparencies, did not edify. Nor beauty, finally,
protect. So, patting his daughter on the arm, he said,

“Its cold. Let's goinside.”’
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In the room again, she placed the flowers into their
arrangements. While the old man, crumpled and throb-
bing now, was granted sleep’s oblivion again.

Once, in the night, the father lifted his old and ruin-
ed head and said,

“l am not afraid, Anna. | don't regret. Only,”" he
touched and held her hand, “only my heart aches."’

Then slipped down through the misery that was
distorting his face again.

Towards dawn Anna was still squatting beside
him. Now she took his hand. Sorrowing for the man,
her father, to whom so little had been made evident.

Now Anna bent her head. Her lips touched the
ashen substance that was her father's hand.

As she continued kneeling beside him, there began
within her the slow thrashing of a consuming ecstacy.

Could it be, — she held the lesson of her father's
hand to her lips, — that the point of life was just to be,
to be expanding, manifold, to be, — her head bowed,
almost shattering on that simplicity, — continuing?

Yes, she decided. Yes.

After a time she went from the room where pain
and process would arbitrate over continuity.

For a while she moved about the kitchen, touching
and being re-assured by the given shape of things. The
bronze of the taps. The dishrack’s melancholy iron. The
forlorn begonia she had coaxed into a potted life. The
glass of Milo tinkling against her dull garnet ring.

Eventually she was strengthened by the per-
manence and integrity of even the plastic napkin rings
among the cutlery.

A little later, she returned to her father, though not
only because it was necessary.

Before re-entering the room Anna stiffened outside
the glass. Her nostrils contracted. Her sweat broke out.
She stood stiff in panic. Because the mystery had arriv-
ed. Or was arriving.

The father, opened up on the chair, was receiving
its entry.

She flew into the room, extinct.

“Oh no, father! No not yet,”* she crashed down by
his feet.

‘Oh no, no, no, no, not before, — she grasped his
hand, commanding it to be, “Not — oh — no — no —
no — not not before springl”’

Then the daughter who could not stay its process
folded out on the ground. She lay face down, mo-
tionless, her dressing-gown spread all about.
Somewhere, with his hand in hers, she heard from
above,

“ .. itisn't ... isn't here ... it's not here ... its not,
Not,-cii”
She remained prostrate, her face buried in the
carpet’s coarse pile while the mystery passed overhead,
without pain or message to become part of the old
man’s silence..

So, Anna, her cold father's daughter, stood up at
last.

At the end, all about, it was dark.

And then she was tearing, crashing through the
dark house.
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“But — it's full of it!"* she mumbled accusing, cry-
ing with shock at its mercy and praising, stumbling in
her lolly-pink dressing-gown (which was not the least
part of the total revelation,)

“Oh fulll Fulll Fulll” her fists tore at air, the
brocade of the curtains, tearing in an ascension of light
on tables and chairs.

*Oh but it's full of it! Everything — oh Father its
fulll Full! Full ...""

Her fists hit and smashed where light had spilt in
the sheerness of its magnificence. Her fingers snat-
ching at the corners of furniture, weeping, or even
caressing, where each segment of wood simply shone
in an emergence of textures, which seemed to be con-
tinually becoming.

*Catherine Hoffman's "’Perilous Journey'’ was recently published.

A HEAD FOR A MILLION

By M. Ajzenbud
Translated by A. Cykiert

Grisha Karpienko was a tall broad-shouldered
fellow with a huge hairy chest that showed behind his
open shirt. With his every breath, it was apparent that
beneath that linen shirt an engine was at work. His
square flat face with its short nose and narrow eyes set
deep behind hairy shields belonged to someone who
was Kalmiki, very Kalmiki.

Leaning heavily on the desk before him, his
shoulders rose high, reaching to his ears. His red neck
was more prominent than ever and its deep stark
creases reminded one of a wrestler.

Standing there, he looked through slitted eyes at
the man on the other side of the desk, the Director of
Grain Supply, Piatagorski. His lips parted, he gave the
impression of speaking, but the actual words came out
after a delay.

““So you need workers, | hear?”’, he said.

To Piatagorski, the fellow was a god-send. After
all, in the backwash of middle Asia, in the summer of
1943, it was scarcely easy to find a strong healthy man
in possession of all his limbs, such as was needed for
the task Piatagorski had in mind. Those who might
have been capable of doing the work had long since
been despatched to the front lines; the others, healthy
men too, were covered by “Priority’” and could not be
touched.

Piatagorski sized up the other fellow. He was
somewhat perplexed and sought an answer to one mat-
ter that was not in the paper that the man had
presented to him.

“Grisha Michailovitch Karpienko, he mused aloud.
You are Grisha Michailovitch Karpienko?"

The document before him was creased and tat-
tered. It had been carried about, doubly folded, in
Grisha’s pocket for some considerable time and its four
parts had reached a stage of near total separation.

A Polish citizen, according to the papers; from the
vicinity of Lvov; the document itself issued not in Lvov
but at a transit-point: in Vorcuta, where Grisha had
been released from camp.

Piatagorski, the Ukrainian Jew who had been en-
trusted with the supply of grain, hoped that the fellow
was also Jewish. He felt the need to be of service to
those tattered and hungry refugees who roamed the
market of the small Uzbek township, refugees watched
by cunning Uzbekies who had already wizened up to
that strange mob without a Kopek between them and
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who had sticky fingers for anything that could be lifted
by touch.

But that expression! That typical look of the
Kalmik. Could it have anything in common with
Jewishness?

“*Grisha Michailovitch Karpienko'’, Piatagorski said
again, ‘““so your name is Grisha Michailovitch
Karpienko."”

Grisha's speech was accented, heavy, coming in
spasms from some deep abyss.

“Yes", he said. “From near Lvov ... Jewish ... a

refugee ...”

Piatagorksi was satisfied. He knew what he
wanted to know. He ordered his secretary to complete
an application form for the fellow. Then he turned
towards the corner of his desk and began to write.

“Application accepted. Request applicant be sup-
plied with rations and despatched.”

But there was an item that troubled Piatagorski:
the matter of arms that was part of the job. The car-
bines given to the watchmen who guarded the grain
were not meant to be used — they didn't fire. It was
better, then, to rely on one’s fists. But Piatagorski did
everything according to the letter of the law, so even
though he knew that the arms were ineffective, he add-
ed ** .... and supply a carbine ...."”" for the law required
that the grain be guarded by a man with a carbine.

After the document had been completed, signed
and sealed and later became official and approved, into
the record was entered the statement: “Grisha
Michailovitch Karpienko has been duly appointed as
watchman over the grain which the surrounding collec-
tives are to supply to the Governmem.'He has taken
upon himself to guard the Government's possessions
with his body and his very life.”

* * %

It was still summer, but the wheat was already be-
ing harvested. A row of two-wheeled carts was being
drawn along the “‘collection”’ road to the site where the
wheat was to be handed over to the Government.
Piatagorski had arrived early at dawn, despite the
hellish heat and the absence of shade anywhere.
Nobody in that late year of the war had thought of
building a storage shed for the grain. The sacks were
tossed on to scales and emptied afterwards on an open
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heap in the middle of the dry field which had been
cleared for the purpose. The sole preparation had been
the spreading of straw mats to indicate the place for
dumping.

The wheat gleamed golden in the sun and the
Uzbekis kept cursing ' Ananskil "’

As the day passed, the golden heap turned into a
mound. Piatagorski had sent telegrams to the Central
Office: ““Trucks are needed to cart away the grain. We
need trains before the rains start.”

The replies were cold and formal. ““Budit, they'll
come.”’

Piatagorski was aggravated. ""What does it mean
— they’ll come?”’

When Grisha, assuming his duties, arrived before
dusk with his carbine on his shoulder, the mound had
turned into a mountain. It was impossible to look over it
while to walk around that mountain of grain was a long
trek. Grisha woke as if from a long heavy sleep. He
placed his hands against his temples, as though in pain.

“My head?”, he muttered. "“For this here pile of
wheat to risk my head! .... Ha! Better to call it quits
right here and now. What? Risk my life for them?!’

But then, removing his hands from his head, he felt
the warm loaf of bread hidden beneath his shirt. The
bread changed his mind.

“What is the use of a head when lower down the
stomach is empty? What wisdom is there in a head
above an empty belly?"’

He remained.

The moon above was dim, like a small kerosene
lamp, yielding little light. He could scarcely see his hand
in front of his eyes and only the shadows themselves
appeared darker than the darkness. _

Grisha put down the carbine, leaned back against
the wheat stack and relaxed. The evening was warm.
Silence enclosed him. Slowly, like a man with unlimited
time on his hands, he began to break off pieces from
the soft bread he held concealed and ate. .

He remembered his instructions: “Shquld a th!gl
appear, all you have to do is call out ‘Halt or I'll shoo?l

What followed depended on the thief's reaction.
“*Should he panic and run, the problem will solve itself.
On the other hand, should he be cunning and know that
the carbine was last fired when Napoleon entered
Moscow, then in such a case, brother, you have no
other way out but to grab the fellow by the throat and
squeeze ...."

But no thief came. Grisha finished the loaf of bread
and was glad that there was no need to grab anybody
by the throat. . )

Around midnight, sleepiness came over him. His
legs were weary from circling round the wheat stack.
He was ready to give up. But the surrounding silence
came suddenly alive with the long drawn-out call of
some beast. From the opposite direction, a similar call
responded. "

“Jackals!””, Grisha muttered, becoming alert.
"‘Bleeding jackals! Now, of all times, they feel the urge
to sing! To hell with them!”

The next thing of which he was aware was that the
sun had risen and the sounds of the night had ceased.

* W

The walk back to the township was pleasant —
some ten miles or so. Grisha handed over the watch to
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the relieving guard and started out for home, to his
hovel of dirt and local mud that was ““home”. It had a
small window and a squeaking door. He shared it with
his countryman David ‘‘Batiar’’. Together, they were
the proud owners of a straw mat on which they slept
and which nurtured a myriad of fleas, and of a cotton
blanket which had once been filled with real cotton
wool — in those good times far back in the past.

_"Use the head on your shoulders,”” David '*Batiar’’
said to Grisha “and we shall both survive to see the
liberation .... Now look, all you have to do is tie the
cuffs of your pants and fill them with wheat. The rest
you can leave to me. On the market, it's worth ....""

"“No", Grisha said. “’I can lose my head for that. |
had enough in camp.”

“You should be fed fodder,” David ‘‘Batiar”
sneered. ““It would go with your brain ...."

But later that night, when he was alone, thoughts
chaotic thoughts, ran through his mind. ““Don’t be a
fool .... don’t die in a camp .... Live and see the day of
liberation ....” Yet how easy David “‘Batiar’’ can
organise it all .... He has ideas .... But no, remember
the words of that convict — what's his name — who
sawed down the trees in the forest: “’One cannot reach
lt.;p }(o"the gates of Paradise by climbing on another's

ack.

. Preoccupied with his thoughts, Grisha hadn’t
noticed anyone approaching until he could see in the
darknef.;ﬁ the shadow of an Uzbek and his donkey ap-
proaching.

"“Karaptshook!", he called out, grabbing the
carbine.

But the Uzbek and the donkey kept approaching.

"Kursak’propal", the Uzbek pointed at his own
stomach, indicating that he was hungry.
“Baranschook!”, he said, opening the palm of his hand
and beginning to enumerate on his fingers, “Ismail,
Akhoonby, Mustafa ...."”

Grisha came to understand that the Uzbek had five
hungry children at home.

“Ananskil”, Grisha screamed back. “Who asked
you to produce them? There is a war on .... and you
are busy making children!

When the Uzbek brought out of a pocket some
bank notes, Grisha's tone mellowed.

“All right, make it fast and go to hell .... and don't
come back again. | don’t want to see you anymore ...."

When the Uzbek and his donkey disappeared in the
darkness laden with two sacks of wheat, Grisha relaxed
once more. “Well, David ‘Batiar’, he smiled to himself,
“What will you say now?"”

Several nights later, the same Uzbek reappeared.
This time, he had come with two donkeys.

“Karabtshook!", Grisha said, drawing a hand
across his throat.

The Uzbek did not go away. “Belmida”, he said in
his own tongue, either not having understood or been
deterred. “Kursak”, he added, again indicating his
stomach.

The money that Grisha obtained from the Uzbek he
entrusted to his companion, the "‘Batiar”. “Should they
find the money on me,” he said by way of explanation,
“they may ask me where | gotit all from. And then ...”

The ““Batiar”’ hid the money behind a brick in the
primitive stove which stood unused in the corner of the

September-October 1981



hut. In that hollow, he kept the “’bank”, while to the
market he went with only a few notes, as if to say:
“This is all | have left from my monthly advance.”

Slowly, first Grisha and later David “Batiar’’ were
able to parade in khaki boots, fashionable at the time.
Once bare-footed boys, half-naked with tattered
clothes, they had risen to be among the upper crust.

The summer remained hot and dry. Of the Narpay,
that otherwise broad bustling river, all that remained
was a small narrow rivulet. The trucks did not arrive.
The grain was not moved to the silos and the wheat
glowed golden, a temptation, in the field.

Piatagorski cabled to Central Office repeatedly.
""The wheat tempts the inhabitants’’; “We need trucks
before the rains come’’; “’Send trucks."”

The replies were cold and formal.

“’Budit — there will be trucks."”

“What the hell do they mean by Budit — it will
be?”, he fumed, recognising that implicit in the reply
was his continuing responsibility for the grain.

But he argued with himself. “’If someone’s head is
in danger, why should it be mine? Haven't | sent
telegrams to Central Office? Haven't | warned them? |
have copies of all my cables. And have | not placed an
armed guard on duty to protect the grain? | have taken
all precautions. If ever they should point their finger at
me, then .... If there is an endangered head, then it sat
on the shoulders of the guard.”

As for Grisha, sitting in the dark, he now awaited
his newly found friend, the Uzbek or whoever else
managed to find his way to the wheat. He had practical-
ly come to know all of them by now,

But it was quiet. No-one came. Grisha had become
used to it. Used to the emptiness. To the darkness. He
leaned on his carbine and rolled a cigarette.

Suddenly, the jackals started to howl.

“Suddenly. Always suddenly. Without warning,"”
Grisha thought. He was accustomed to the howling but
this time it sounded different. He felt it. There was more
fervour in it and the cries were more penetrating and
coming closer.

“The carbine,” he thought. But immediately it oc-
curred to him that the carbine was meant only to
frighten off people. Howling jackals would not
understand its meaning unless it could really spew out
flames. Grisha pressed his back into the mound of
wheat.

*Let my back, at least, be secure,” he thought.

But in that instant, Grisha felt himself assaulted
from all sides.

“Bandits ....| Basmatshes ....l"

Somebody pushed a rag into his mouth. His arms
were twisted behind his back. He was helpless. Too
late, he remembered the stories told in the tea-houses
of the Uzbek bandits.

“Bashka propal!”, one of the thieves said,
thrusting a long knife towards his throat. ‘‘Bashka
propall”

Grisha felt his end had come, but they did not harm
him. They had intended merely to frighten him, to scare
him out of his wits. He felt a handful of notes being
thrust into his hand and a finger placed upon his lips, in
warning to remain silent.

Then, with scarcely a sound, the caravan of
thieves with their donkeys went off into the night, as if
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for Grisha it had all been a dream. But the banknotes in
his hand told him that a dream it had not been.

Later, he befriended them. They even drank
together. The thieves made nightly visits and carried
away more wheat.

Grisha and David “’Batiar’’ took to wearing brown
leather shoes in the American style and fur-lined leather
jackets.

“You beaut bastard, you ‘Batiar’,’”” Grisha said with
affection to his companion. ““Where do you get all this
stuff? Even at the market one doesn’t see such things."’

The “‘Batiar’” had learnt tricks of his own. The im-
portant thing was to find out which factory was the
recipient of the ‘friendship’ parcels sent by the Workers
of the United States to the Workers of the Soviet
Union. The matter was not simple. High Party members
had a hand in it. But once the nod was given, the rest
was easy.

“Tshepooka', the ‘Batiar’ said, with a grimace
that indicated that although much could be told about
it, it was better not to speak.

Returning home in the mornings, the money
secured around his body, Grisha trembled with fear.

“How much is in the ‘bank’ now?"’, he would ask
the ‘Batiar’.

David stroked the stove fondly.

“(Close to a million,”” he said; ““and come the libera-
tion, then shall we make a living .... Home in Lvov ....
There shall we come to life again ...."

Grisha was comforted. After liberation, he would
buy a house close to Lvov and two cows for milking. He
would surely get remarried. There would be enough for
that too, although after the marriage with Golda, he
doubted whether he would ever take another wife.

* Kk K

After the incident with the bandits, Grisha was cer-
tain that he had nothing more to fear. His only concern
was that the “‘Batiar’” might be caught with the loot
and, under interrogation, start "‘singing’’, even though
he knew that his companion was not a stool-pigeon.
David, his “’Batiar”’ could tell the most brazen lie with
such conviction that anybody listening would take it for
gospel truth.

One cool, starry night, a lone rider came on a
donkey. The rider, cutting across the field, approached.

*"Hey, you Uzbek devill"”’, Grisha cried out, “Where
do you think you're going? Do you want me to shoot?”’

The rider stopped. As Grisha approached, the rider
tore off the Uzbek cap and tossed a head.

A womanl”’, Grisha called out in surprise.

“Say,” the woman said in a clear Russian voice
“you're quite an attractive fellow.”

She dismounted from the donkey and threw off
her caftan. Her body, so white, appeared before him.
He saw that she was practically naked. With soft arms,
she embraced him about the neck and filled him with
the aroma of woman. The aroma cut off his breath. His
hands felt incapable of embracing the softness that in
turn held him, that soft rush of heat that forced itself
upon him.

“Call me Nadia,”” the woman whispered. "“Come,
my dear .... you are a strong man, .... Come...."

Her whisper rolled within him like a stone
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cascading down ancient mountains, its echo
reverberating in the silence and awakening the ancient
stony mass of mountain from sleep.

Grisha threw her upon her caftan and fell on to her.
She accepted him. She teased him and after a time, he
reached into her like a stone at the end of its descent.

Afterwards he felt at peace though his hands still
clung to her.

“You ‘tshoodak’, she giggled and wriggled out of
his clasp.

Grisha filled her sacks with the golden grain. He
loaded the sacks on the donkey’s back. From a hidden
pocket in his pants he pulled forth some banknotes and
stuffed them into her hand.

“Will you return?,’”’ he asked.

“You ‘tshoodak’,” she called out once more,
disappearing into the night.

Alone now, Grisha remembered his marriage to
Golda. It had started off well enough. There was even
some logic in the marriage. Two lonely human beings,
just released from camp. Lost somewhere amongst
stony mountains at the very edge of the world. They
could do little but wait for the flood to end, and decided
that they might as well wait together. It would, of
course, be easier that way.

But more. Golda had also been healthy and strong.
Her cheeks were always full of colour, although one
could not say that she was never hungry. She was also
ever cleanly dressed, though, admittedly, far from well.
In those long barracks, they had been neighbours. They
had gone out once or twice. Outside they had rested
against a large boulder which had been broken away on
one side. Here, they embraced. Grisha became excited.
He became drunk with expectations, with a desire to
become one with Golda, to feel her tremble under his
body. But at the last moment, she thrust him away.
““That remains secret until the wedding'’, she said.

Returning from the marriage ceremony that had
been conducted by a Bukharian rabbi, their lorry over-
turned in a water-hole in the mountains. Golda’s face
looked as if she had fallen on a grater. The wounds
were open and bleeding.

The following day, the driver of a passing truck
saw them and took them to their destination .... )

Now reliving the escapade with the Uzbek girl,
Grisha threw his carbine over his shou]der with a sense
of great importance and resumed circling the mo_und of
wheat. His job was an important one, he told himself.
He carried a carbine and had sigqed a paper of suqh
significance that obliged him to risk his very head in
order to protect the Government'’s property.

But by dawn, the incident of tI_'ne.pr_ecading night
filled him \zith anxiety. He felt as if his insides had been
twisted. In his throat he felt a burning constricting sen-
sation as if a rope was being tightened around lt.” ”

“\We'll both hang,”’ he said to the':'Batiar , "'yes
we will, may our liberation be so certain.

“Nuts!’’, David reassured him. '

Grisha walked over to the “’bank’’, put in his hand
and felt for the sack with the money.

“*How much do we have?’’, he asked.

“Soon it will be a million,” his companion replieg.
Just a little more and then we’ll be off .... and that'll
be that."”
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To Grisha, the money alone did not seem worth
the risk. It would have been much better to simply take
Lhe saé:k, share the spoils and leave before trouble

rewed.

“What if they notice that the Uzbeks have too
rnuqh grain?,” he asked himself. ““Then, surely, there'll
be fire and smoke."’

But he could not bring himself to leave. He longed
for Nadia.

That night, she reappeared. He recognised her
shadow wpmagiately. He grabbed her and clung to her
and fell with his lips upon her breasts. He held her with
all his strength, feeling the coolness of her body, his
lips, thirsty, sucking.

“Go away, you ‘tshoodak’”’, she whispered into his
ear with a smile and pressed him to her small body.

When, finally, he released her, he did so with great
care lest she were a china doll that might break into a
thousand pieces. If he were to break her, his life would
not be worth living. He touched her and felt his body
dissolve into hers. He felt that at last his ship had an-
chored at a shore after having gone through a great
storm. From this shore, he would never leave again.

“Come away with me,"” he said to her, “‘far away
where nobody can take you from me."

This time, she remained with him until sunrise.

"Forget your fancy dreams about taking me away
anywhere. Even at the end of the world | cannot hide
from Sergei. Seriozha would find us anywhere. "’

"Seriozha?"’

She was a soldier's girl, he learnt. Her Seriozha
was due to return from the front any day now and were
he to find them, he would cut them both to pieces
without a second thought. ““Just like that,” she said,
with a swift motion of her hand. ““Seriozha doesn’t
move anywhere without his knife in the side of his high
boots. So you don't play fancy games with his property
.... But tell me, have you never been with another
woman? You're always so .... hungry.”

__"There was one,"” he said, “’but she carried herself
with her secret, as she called it. She played the virgin
with me .... Nothing before the wedding. But after-
wards, she acted like a saint hewn from stone .... as if
one were expected to cross oneself before her .... |t
cost me three rubles and | got rid of her."”

“You fool"”, Nadia said. “A man like you should
hah\n_'a been able to tame her. On a wild horse one uses a
whip.”

““With force, one can get only fire out of a stone, "
Grisha answered.

““Your tongue is like a razor,”” Nadia said, biting her
lips.

At sunrise, Nadia covered herself with her caftan,
She pushed her hair beneath her cap and drew the
donkey away from the mountain of wheat where it had
been feasting.

Afterwards, Grisha felt reborn, full with a new zest
for living, indeed with a lust for it. It seemed to him that
all that had passed before these few hours was mean-
ingless and that only now had he discovered that lifg
was worth living. For thirty-two years, he had not
known. She had awoken, this Nadia, hidden energies in
him, energies that had lain dormant until then, and out
of his awareness. He had been led into a new world by
her, one begun long ago by the mere taking of a single
rib from Adam’s chest and transforming it into woman,
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Since that creation, every male had become caught in
the resulting mystery of procreation, in that ever-
recurring will for renewal or the leaving behind a mark
of having been on earth.

The next night, Grisha said to Nadia: “’A passport
.... One can buy a Polish passport from those who have
been released from the camp. Let us leave together.
We will assume a new name. We will live somewhere
close to Lvov .... We'll have a home .... two milking
cows .... a farm ...."”"

"“You ‘tshoodak’”’, Nadia smiled. | belong here.
There is no happiness in far-off lands."”

Grisha wanted to persuade her, but couldn’t. He
needed cunning, ingenuity, such as David, the "“Batiar"’
possessed. And though intuition told him that he ought
not to reveal the matter to his companion, it was only
he, the “Batiar’’, who could in his name persuade her.

There was nothing to lose, he decided, in such a
conversation with him.

It was quiet when he returned home. Too quiet.
The nail on the wall where David's clothes usually hung
was bare. Its very nakedness seemed to tell all that
there was to tell.

Agitated, yet hoping, Grisha touched the stove.
The brick concealing the ‘bank’ yielded easily. He put
his hand inside the hollow, sought the sack, but could
not find it. The ‘Bank’ was empty. Something within
him died. He stared at the square opening. It looked like
a grave, a grave into which a body, his own, was being
lowered.

Immobile, he sat on the ground until late in the
afternoon in mourning for the dead man, himself, who
had passed into eternity. He was witness to his own
funeral.

That night, Nadia refused to take his money.

“Wheat'’, she said, “one can eat. Even Seriozha
can’t look into the stomach. But money — oh brother!
— All men’s troubles come from money. If he were to
see me with it.... Imagine it .... "Where did you get it?’,
he would ask, followed by a knock to the teeth. ‘Who

BOOK REVIEW

gave it to you?’, and then a fist in the ribs. ‘So you
whore around while | am fighting?’, and the blood spills
everywhere.”

The night had become cooler, longer. Autumn was
already in the air although it had not yet started to rain.
Piatagorski still waited for the lorries to take away the
grain before the rains came. Grisha, too, waited, waited
for the liberation. But there was a war in the land and
one remained helpless before it.

Two weeks later, when Nadia came on her donkey,
Grisha carried her off the beast as usual, took her in his
hands and felt a dampness in her face. It was salty,
bitter.

“Have you been crying?’’, he asked, disturbed that
he had not been present when she might have needed
him.

“Seriozha has returned,” she said sadly. “He's
somewhat cut up but he has all his limbs and a new
knife in his boots. He told me about the Germans. They
make knives which are so sharp that a man can shave
with them. Sharp. Very sharp.”

At that moment, his whole world became a single
dark night that swallowed up Nadia and her donkey.
Dawn was rising but he scarcely noticed it.

“Finished!”’, he murmured, “‘it's all finished."”

He grasped his throat and thought back to the
beginning of his assignment.

“For a piece of paper .... a signed paper to guard
the property of the state .... To risk my head forit ....
Finished. No more home .... no more Lvov; no cows,
no fields, no millions, no Nadia .... Only | .... alone ....
and for myself ... For myself alone .... Enough!”

With a swift movement, he thrust the carbine into
the wheat. He pulled his belt tightly around his waist
and threw a sack over his shoulder.

“To hell with itl’’, he said into the void. “'To hell
with it alll”

And he set off into the field, heading eastward, in-
to the direction where the sun had begun to rise.

HORROR AND CONCERN

Yossi Berger Conversations with Snakes Neptune Press, 1981
Hustrated by Kirsti Berger

by Judith Rodriguez*

”Conversqtions with Snakes” by Yossi Berger
illustrated by Kirsti Berger

These poems ride unashamedly on the urgency of
their subject-matter, which is the existence led by
schizophrenic patients in a psychiatric institution. Yossi
Berger, as a ra§aarcher doing postgraduate work, has
had th_a experience, known to revolutionarias'and
humanitarian people of all kinds, of finding that
observation of the atrocities of the human condition is
not enough. He feels impelled to speak for the
sufferers.

His short preface contains a comment of the ut-
most interest: It also needs to be said that at times |
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(Neptune Press 1981)

found that readers of these poems could not easily
identify the speaking voice; is it the patient, the nurse,
the writer or who? Good!

The acceptance in that “Good!”’ shows a hearty
endorsement, not of confusion of roles, but of the unity
of the human race in confronting derangement and suf-
fering. Indeed, not just in confronting suffering, but in
doing the suffering.

The snakes of the title bedevil the speakers of the
poems. On the voices go and on, talking out
obsessions, mixing them with observed circumstances
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— the paraphernalia, schedules, and inmates of the in-
stitution. They talk in bursts, clusters of short lines,
crowding curses and pleas, nightmare vision and fact
oppressively together.

If you know as little as | do about the behaviour of

such patients, you will be repelled by descriptions like

A man with plaster on both arms,

From his fingers to his elbows

STOPS.

48 stitches in his face

some torn off, bleeding,

by his own fingers.

Food crusted on his short moustache

like yellow flotsam

at a deserted foreshore;

pupils as wide as caves;

unshaved he stands there staring,

a fresh bandage around

the finger off which he tore out

with his teeth

the nail off the bone to the quick

off the mind, without a sound ...

But feeling takes an extraordinary turn when he

meets a shuffling, absent old woman:

Fish gulp for air

all around, lazy

but watchful.

He begins

a slow shuffle

down his track

in the corridor,

with the old woman

grasping his plaster

with one hand

and four-legged tent

with the other.

She stares at the mind

beyond the caves.

A tender smile

erupts on her withered face.
Through inflamed gums
she tells him
that she knows
that he'll be alright.
“Oright” he mutters
and presents the old woman
to a reluctant nurse.
("’Arms of Concrete’’)
It might seem that this is a limited mode, condition-
ed by fresh observation and not likely to develop.
However, there's more to Berger's work — an edge of
compassionate irony that may well carry him on beyond
the immediacy of the present theme.
| fish for normality
behind darkened eyes
that look for tender hands ...
This instinctive
measure of control and normality
is now become a case history
of a young man with thick glasses,
who is neither a clear
nor pure nor definite case
of anything,
but is becoming a clear case
of an old man.
(“Fishing")
The sober control of atrocious knowledge, and the
variety which keeps me reading with interest to page
67, are guarantees for the future. Kirsti Berger supplies
line drawings of appropriate desperation, of which
those on p. 19 ("’Snake Infants’’) and p. 45 (**Machine-
gun Guitar"’) strike me as strong renderings of symbolic
horrors, and the illustration to ““Arms of Concrete”,
already quoted, translates the difficult realistic descrip-
tion which is a principal strength in the poems.

*Judith Rodriguez is a well-known Australian-Jewish poet and poetry
editor of "Meaujin*,

BOOK REVIEW

“THE JEWS"

by Raymond Apple (Thomas Nelson Australia $9.95 — in the series, “MAKING AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY")

The series ““Making Australian Society”, of which
Raymond Apple’s “The Jews” is one of more than
twenty component parts, is a creditable attempt to
avoid the social dissonances which beset so many other
diverse and multi-cultural societies. Each volume, made
up of some 112 pages, deals with a particular ethnic
group, highlighting its participation and contribution to
politics and the environment, to primary and secondary
industries, as well as to the professions. The success of
the series will be in the extent to which it heightens the
awareness of the indigenous community and of each
ethnic community in turn to the existence and sen-
sibilities of others in their midst.

The volume, “The Jews" is ideal — within its limits
— particularly for non-Jews, who need to know about
us; it is particularly useful for students and their tutors,

18 Melbourne Chronicle

by Louise Rosenberg*

for the social observer and commentator, as it is for al|
self-doubting Jews. The book is informative, but
although to the Jew it may not add anything significant
that he does not know, the book does help admirably to
define more clearly his identity.

From the outset, Rabbi Apple takes up the
challenge to describe and interpret the universality of
the Jewish way of life for a wide reading audience, His
first two chapters, entitled “Who are the Jews?"" and
“What does Judaism Believe?’' vividly, crisply and
methodically introduces these “peculiar’ peqple with
their long tradition of persecution and of having been
misunderstood. To Rabbi Apple, the Jews are not a
race, nor merely a religion. The Jews are “‘a people who
were given a religion”’; Jewishness is a way of life and
“the Jews”” common experiences and shared aspira-
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tions have increasingly cemented their bonds as a
people.”’

“The Jews'' aims to clarify the position of Jewish
citizens in Australian society. They are an integral, but
nonetheless distinct, part of that society. The earlier-
mentioned common experiences and shared aspirations
have moulded a distinctive identity. The author points
to the value of Jewish ethical teachings — a central
feature in the life of all Jews — in the forming of human
relationships at every level.

The text of the book is clear, concise and vigorous,
and is accompanied by more than fifty excellent ap-
propriate illustrations. It makes for credible, compelling
reading, as much for its colourful accounts of the ex-
ploits and contributions of pioneering Jews as for their
flaws and weaknesses, individually and collectively,
none of which is ever shirked or “glossed over”. In the
chapter entitled ““Agony and Ecstasy”, the author
records the resentments of “‘established’’ Jews against
the refugee immigrants and of having to absorb them
into their own midst, first in the Depression years of the
1930s, then in the post-War 1940s. But the increases in
population, increases which more than trebled the
Jewish community, brought rewards when many of the
newcomers ‘‘served their new country well .... working
in essential occupations and contributing especially as
scientists and research workers in the war effort ....
Others set up new industries and manufactured goods
which previously had to be imported, particularly op-
tical and precision instruments. Yet others helped to
develop new types of textile and engineering projects.
Besides which, they brought with them a resurgence of
Jewish learning which engendered new vitality and im-
petus to the communities’ religious and educational
needs.

Rabbi Apple’s story continues, recounting how the
Jews of Australia withstood — nay, gained new

A Letter to the Editor

strengths from — the vicissitudes of life which
developed from a pioneering environment, with its ebbs
and flows, to become part of the country which
“*substantially influenced the United Nations’ delibera-
tions on the Palestine problem in 1947 .... and steered
the debates towards the vote that eventually brought
Israel into being’’. Thus, “‘Australia was fittingly one of
the first nations to give recognition to the State of Israel
when it was proclaimed”’.

Whilst names of individual Jews in this book are
not of primary relevance, some salient examples of men
and women who were trail-blazers and who contributed
notably as a direct result of their Jewish backgrounds
might have been included specifically rather than
through abstract allusion. Those who are mentioned —
Monash, lIsaacs, Sir Zelman Cowen, Samuel Alex-
ander, Jacob Joseph and prominent ministers of
religion — are already well-known and widely-recorded
and all readily identified as Jews. But it might not have
been inappropriate to name those in the various fields
of endeavour whose efforts have considerably advanc-
ed Australia’s development — men like Barnett Levey,
Sidney Myer, Isaac Horowitz, as well individual Jewish
artists, writers, actors, educationalists and politicians,
not to mention the many men and women prominent in
medicine, law and the sciences.

Rabbi Apple has made good use of the archives of
the Australian Jewish Historical Society (of which he is
a vice-president) and particularly of the researches of
the late Dr. G.F.J. Bergman, to whom he has dedicated
this book.

There is a useful index to the book and an impor-
tant list of suggestions for follow-up activities to
enhance the understanding of Jews and Judaism. The
book is highly recommended.

* Louise Rosenberg is Honorary Secretary of the Australian Jewish
Historical Society.

Further reflections on a book

The book by Reverend William Katz, *’Ein Judisch-
deutsches Leben 1904-1939-1978", reviewed by this
writer in the previous issue of the Melbourne Chronicle
(June-July 1981) has led to speculations of at once a
broader and a more personal nature beyond the scope
of mere review.

Reverend Katz, it was noted, is ultimately an op-
timist, who, following Maimonides, believes without
reservation in the salvation of mankind and, in a more
practical way, says to his contemporary German Karl
“"Have a look at this. This is what your parents did. How
can you get that egg off your face, unless you tell your
children that it (The Holocaust) was an indefensible mo-
ment of indulgence of sadistic lust; and unless you
purge your soul, by confession together with a resolu-
tion that it must never happen again, not here, nor
anywhere else?"”’

Reverend Katz in his attempt to answer the puzzle:
“‘How could it happen?” points to the injection into
children’s minds of anti-Jewish venom in the form of
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Erwin Frenkel

the crucifixion story. However, he is much milder than
Pope John XXIIl, quoted in the “'Catholic Herald" of
May 14, 1965 and in *‘The Jews and Ourselves” Sum-
mer issue of 1965. Here, Pope John XXIll said, ““We are
conscious today that many centuries of blindness have
cloaked our eyes so that we can no longer see the beau-
ty of thy chosen people nor recognise in their faces the
features of our privileged brethren”. ““We realise that
the mark of Cain stands upon our foreheads. Across the
centuries our brother Abel has lain in the blood which
we drew, or shed tears we caused by forgetting thy
love. Forgive us for the curse we falsely attached to
their names as Jews. Forgive us for crucifying thee a
second time in their flesh. For we know not what we did

At the funeral of Pope John XXIII in 1963, one of
the attending cardinals was heard to say: It will take us
fifty years to undo the damage he did."

There was no need for the cardinal to worry undu-
ly. A few months ago, Pope John Paul Il consoled Arab
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Christians who had complained that they had been of-
fered $5000 a head to leave Israel by saying: “| know
how you feel. You are in the same position as the
Poles.” “*Really?”’, one is prompted to say. Who offered
Poles $5000 a head to leave? In fact, how many of them
would be permitted to leave even if they had to pay?
And how many of them could you see for dust, paid or
not, if they were permitted to leave?

Still, the picture is not uniformly bleak. On
February 6th, 1981, Dr. Michael Novak, the U.S.
representative to the U.N. Commission on Human
Rights, a distinguished Catholic theologian, philosopher
and author, replied to attacks on Israel by Arab
representatives, in his first speech before the Commis-
sion: “Our delegation is new’’, he said, “but the
charges heaped against Israel before this commission
are old. They have long since been aired, objectively ex-
amined, and discarded in the dustbin. The State of
Israel is a fact. The Egyptian-lsrael peace treaty is a
fact. The Camp David Accords are a fact. These are
realities to which passion must accommodate itself.”
He even managed to cull a note of optimism from the
often depressingly-ugly proceedings of that assembly.
He said: “We all know that pearls come from oysters,
silk from worms, butterflies from caterpillars — and
great human vision from poor human clay”.

This, perhaps, is the optimism the kind of which
Reverend Katz shares. And yet: if facts were to speak, a
recent survey in Germany, reported in “‘Der Stern”, has
shown that 50% of the people still harbour some feel-
ings against the Jews, while 1/3 have strong feelings
against them. That is the average. It is worse with peo-
ple aged 60 and over, though more encouraging among
the younger Germans. It would be wrong to think that
these figures are peculiar to Germany. | suspect that
they apply to all Western countries. Hegel, one could
say, was right. The only thing that history teaches is
that neither people nor government ever learn from
history.

Counsellor
Jean Thornton

She sustains parents

who retreat from problems
behind a screen of valium
or advance into violence

she counsels schoolgirls
whose lives encompass acts
she would once have found
unthinkable

her Jewishness lends compassion
however vile the deed

however terrible

the consequences

but this generosity of spirit

leaves her emotionally threadbare
with now protection

against personal blows

who then is to counsel
the counsellor?

20 Melbourne Chronicle °

Je commence, je commence
Barbara Giles

Summer’s spilling over
into winter now,

fallible, the lilac

purples leaf thinned bough.

Rumpled rose is blowing
in wind too warm to blight
and the freaked nasturtium
dares the frost to blight.

Summer’s late, I'm lucky

the cold delays,

crowding a summer’s blooming
into leaf-fall days.

Parent imperfect
Barbara Giles

We give our little child
what the beasts give
shelter and food,

a warm nest and our love.

Then child encounters world
we, ignorant monitors

blind leading blind, must tell
less than he needs, construe

Law that is not of the heart,
out of our fault, show truth.
The ancient dragons hiss,

the timeless whores cajole.

And years have dulled us
before the prodigal shows,
warm at his breast, the amulet
given in childhood, love.

€gg

stephen j williams

Something about them
is difficult to touch

with their bloody insides
awesome and fragile

treat lovers delicately

their skin is strong

but thin

as they move from room to room
with their soft soft edges

like shadows

and internal affairs of eggs

that at the slightest jolt
display their dark insides
rich with confusion
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Would | say hello next time |
meet her in the street
Susan Bacsi

| met a little lady

quite by accident

we talked of cooking and ornaments
and brass candlesticks

she walked with her husband
arminarm

she asked if | lived near here

and would | say hello next time

| meet her in the street

the light was dazzling

the street bare

with little shade

as | walked

| thought of the why of it

and of a time

when | talked to a student of philosophy
and poplar trees turned thin silver-sided leaves
to a pale winter's sun

and we talked of youth and maths

and the sabbath

and he smiled the smile of wisdom

and laughed

the laugh of joy

the gardens were neat

the units modern

and for a moment a glimpse
of some darkness

for the why of it

puzzled me

the why of it

puzzled me.
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J.P.O.
Trimming Co.

THE UNCOLN VILLAGE

WITH COMPLIMENTS

All kinds of Trimmings for the The Lincoln Village
Clothing Trade. @ahquet Roome
236 Balaclava Road, .
CAULFIELD
TRAK ARCADE
Bus. Tel. 509-4970 445 TOORAK ROAD, TOORAK 3142
A.H.523-7153

TELEPHONE 240 8278, 240 8279

DIANA

Coffee-Lounge
237 FLINDERS LANE, WITH COMPLIMENTS
CITY.
VISY BOARD CO.
PTY.LTD.
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