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EDITORIAL

A CULTURE
TO PRESERVE

Serge Liberman

What future Yiddish language and culture have in
Australia is ever a topic for speculation and dispute and
there are partisans on both sides of the proverbial
barricades keenly debating the issue, the one repeated-
ly asserting their continuation — and even invigoration
— the other predicting just as certainly their ultimate
demise. The one will point at the Yiddish press, the
Kadimah, Yiddish library, Yiddish theatre, Yiddish day
— and Sunday-schools, the Yiddish programs on radio,
the Yiddish-speaking artists and lecturers who visit
these shores; the other will indicate the shrinking
numbers of Yiddish-speaking “old guard”’, the meagre
participation of Jewish youth in Yiddish cultural affairs,
the curtailment of Yiddish as a subject at the College of
Advanced Education at Prahran, and at the decline in
Yiddish creative writing in recent years.

As in any debate, there is right on both sides when
discussion revolves around the visible and measurable
parameters to which they allude. But from these to leap
to firm predictions in an issue beleaguered by so many
variables — demographic, sociological, cultural and
educational — of both a qualitative and quantitative
nature, some of which are capable of extrapolation, it is
true, but others incalculably subject to the contingen-
cies of chance, is to risk, in time, being proven
precipitate, ridiculous or blinkered. Immediate local fac-
tors aside — the factors enumerated above — can
anyone rule out upheavals, in Israel, for example, or
Russia, South Africa or the Americas that might cause
an infusion into Australia of new blood and creative
powers such as revivified the stagnating Australian
Jewish community on successive occasions, in the
1880s, the 1920s and, most potently, in the aftermath of
World War Il. This is a long-shot and, for the sake of
wider world Jewry, not one for the least moment to be
wished for, but historical experience regrettably does
not make it far-fetched. And to return to the local
scene, can one wholly ignore the possible long-term ef-
fects of Yiddish day-schools on the present young who
shall in time take their place in positions of leadership
and social and cultural responsibility? Were that vision
of continuity of Yiddish not there among the stalwarts
of Yiddish education and culture, one could well argue
that the whole effort involving the investment of so
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much money, time, energy and dedication into the pro-
pagation of Yiddish institutions would be a sad exercise
in futility.

The most honest answer to the question whether
Yiddish will persevere — and, if so, for how long and in
what form — is the agnostic one: we cannot know.
What is less arguable is that, where feasible, its use and
continuation are to be actively encouraged — not to the
exclusion of other aspects of Jewish and secular educa-
tion and culture but as a supplement to them. For
strength, cohesiveness and growth in a community
depends in large part on the multiplicity of its posses-
sions and of its tools — and language is, if nothing else,
a most precious possession and a potent and malleable
tool — rather than wholesale conformity in cultural ex-
pression.

The truth, however, is that at the moment there
are many who are without Yiddish — general readers,
students, academics, researchers — and to whom one
source of literature (in its broadest sense) is closed.
Two projects, recently completed by graduate students
in Melbourne, come to mind, both valuable local
historical studies, the one into the first fifty years of the
Kadimah's existence, the other into the history of Shep-
parton Jewry. No attempt is here made to diminish the
works — given the limitations, they are well-executed
— but in each case, the researcher acknowledged
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openly and honestly the immense handicap that the
non-possession of fluent Yiddish imposed upon her pro-
gress. The hardened cynic might say — and has said —
“learn Yiddish before you attempt such research pro-
jects”’. Easy to say, but hard to achieve; and liable, if
the advice is followed at all, to turn the researcher to
other projects less dependent on the possession of Yid-
dish, thereby leaving important areas of local Jewish
social, cultural, and political history, not to add Yiddish
literature in Australia unexplored.

What is here argued for, then is the creation of
some scheme whereby the Yiddish sources may be
rendered accessible to those who may have recourse to
them but are unable to do so in the original — this
leading directly to the question of translation.

The author has been engaged in compiling a
bibliography of Australian Judaica and has gathered
together a sizeable list of local Yiddish writings of first
importance to the local Jewish scene. Novels, plays,
collections of poetry, stories, memoirs, essays, an-
thologies of fiction and non-fiction — these abound,
containing a wealth of untapped material between their
covers. Begging for wider readership are the stories and
novels of Herz Bergner, Pinchas Goldhar, Moshe Ajzen-
bud, Gedaliah Shaiak and Ber Rozen, the memoirs of
Mendel Balberyszki, Feige-Leah Bennett, Sheva Glas-
Wiener, the poetry of |I.M. Lewin, the essays of
Yehoshua Rapoport and Yitzchak Kahn, not to mention
the many highly-relevant articles in the Australian-
Jewish Almanacs of 1937, 1942 and 1966, in the
Zushtayer Zamelbuch of 1944, and in the Yiddish
periodicals — newspapers such as Di Post and Di Yid-
dishe Naies, and journals such as Oifboy, Unzer Gedank
and Di Melbourner Bleter itself {to name a few) —
which, appropriately selected and translated, could fur-
nish material in abundance for the researcher into any
of a countless number of areas of study — literary,
critical, social, cultural, political, ideological,

demographic, etc — thus far only partially, if at all,
open to him.

There may not be sufficient teachers in the com-
munity who can spread the use of Yiddish — for effec-
tive teaching is an art and, regrettably, artists are ever in
short supply — but there are still at least a considerable
number of people well-versed in Yiddish and English to
undertake the task of translation directly or to edit and
correct the more modest attempts of others into a more
polished competent form. As for sponsorship of such a
program of translation, three organisational bodies

_come immediately to mind: the Kadimah, the Australian

Jewish Historical Society, and the Jewish Museum of
Victoria, although any of the Landmannshaften, the
Bund and other groups may well be encouraged to pro-
mote such work, once the benefits were made clear. In-
evitably, the question of subsequent publication and
dissemination of such work arises. The ultimate aim, as
visualised, is not — and probably cannot be — com-
mercial publication, although perhaps some such result
may come about. Rather would a more attainable aim
be to store a sufficient number of copies of such works,
even in manuscript form, in a wide range of accessible
archives and institutions (e.g. State, university, college
and communal organisational libraries) well-indexed
and recorded to which the researcher may turn to fur-
ther his work. Alternatively — or concurrent with this
— there is no reason why private individuals or societies
interested in such material should not subscribe to, and
underwrite in part, such a project, receiving in turn for
their own use such works as are produced.

That some technical and administrative problems
exist is not here denied, but given the will and the trust
in the merit of the enterprise, such a venture could well
get under way. To risk losing what has so far been
achieved by a highly literate, highly educated group of
Yiddish writers might well, at a later time, be deemed
inexcusable.

ELIAS CANETTI:
Time Catches Up With an Author

The local response to the announcement of the
latest Nobel Prizewinner for Literature may well have
been “Who?!”" Were one to tour the bookshops in
search of the works of Elias Canetti, one might stumble
across his novel “‘Auto-da-Fe’’; one might perhaps (but
only perhaps) find his sociological study “’Crowds and
Power’’: and were one sufficiently erudite, one might
reach for the Penguin volume of Franz Kafka's “Letters
to Felice’’, there to discover between its covers
Canetti's luminous essay, “'Kafka's Other Trial"".

Elias Canetti is a peculiarly hybrid literary creature.
Born in 1905 in Rustchuk, Bulgaria, to Spanish-Jewish
parents (Jacques Canetti and Mathilde Arditti), his first
language was medieval Spanish. Following the death_of
his father when the boy was seven, his mother took him
to England, Zurich and Frankfurt to be educated. In
1928, he gained his doctorate (in chemistry) from the
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University of Vienna, and later, in 1938, settled per-
manently in England where all his writing has 'be:en ex-
clusively in German. Little wonder then that his impact
upon the English-speaking and -feadlng world has not
been particularly noticeable. Until recently, little of his
work has been available in English an_d he has been very
much the property of the literary elite. Gr_adually, an_d
particularly over the past three years, this neg{lect is
being rectified with the publication of Canettl’s col-
lected works in English translation by Seabury Press
abroad.

Not what do these works comprise?

Shortly after a visit to Berlin in 1929, Canetti plann-
ed a series of eight novels that were to form a “’comedie
humaine of madness’’. He had become not long before
intrigued by the behaviour of crowds, the catalyst being
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mass street marches in Frankfurt at a time of inflation,
and the seal on his preoccupation being set by the burn-
ing of the Palace of Justice in Vienna in July 1927. In
planning his fiction, he wrote: “It seemed to me no
longer possible to get to grips with the world by means
of conventional fiction. The world has fallen too much
apart, as it were, in all directions.”

Only one of those projected novels ever came to be
written. This was '‘Die Blendung’’ {variously translated
as "'The Deception’’, "'Auto-da-Fe"’, and “"The Tower
of Babel"') which was published in 1935, while living still
in Vienna. Prior to this, Canetti had published two
plays: “Hochzeit” (“The Wedding") in 1932, which
depicts a group of human monsters vying for posses-
sion of each other and of the house in which they live;
and ‘’Die Komodie der Eitelkeit” (*’Comedy of Vanity”')
in 1934, which deals with the suppression of vanity —
and of mirrors — in a whole community.

It is his “Die Blendung’’, known in Australia as
““Auto-da-Fe"’, which is regarded as his masterpiece. It
concerns a scholar, a Sinologist, for whom words are
the sole reality, whose life is contained in the library
which fills his Vienna apartment. Only his books and the
treatises he writes about them hold any interest for him
at all. In the ways of the world, he is an innocent.
Through some mischance, he, Peter Kien, marries his
grasping house-keeper who, with the brutish caretaker,
Pfaff, conspires to oust him from his apartment and
library. Helpless in the jungle of the real world, Kien
sinks into the nightmare of underworld Vienna and, at
last, severed from his life source, a man destroyed and
insane, he returns to burn the library and himself. The
work has been variously seen as a confrontation
between self-immolating intelligence and brute sadism,
or between culture and the mass mind; as a symbolic
representation of the state of pre-War Europe; as the
work of a Jew shocked by cruelty and by those intellec-
tual shortcomings which enable cruelty to flourish;.as a
fragmentation of reality; and in its perception of the
triumphant bestiality that was to come as a book well
ahead of its time. A quarter-century was to pass
between its appearance in 1935 and its full acceptance
by the German reader.

Reviewers of the novel were far from unanimous in
their response to it. One wrote: 'Auto-da-Fe"' is a fable,
comprehensible and interesting only for the psychiatrist
but hardly for the general reader. Mr. Canetti seems lost
in the labyrinth he himself has created. 'To another, it
is an “over-stuffed highly complex novel, rigid with
symbolism in the best German tradition’’; while to a
third, “’Auto-da-Fe’’ belongs first of all in a case-book of
abnormal psychology. Secondly, it is perhaps symbolic
of the decay of moral and social responsibility which
pervaded Europe in the period between the wars. This,
therefore, is not about people who live in the world. Nor
is it about people who have renounced the world. It is
about people who, despising the world, create new
planets for their own pleasure and for the ruin of their
souls.”

Others have perceived more than this. “There is no
God", writes one, ‘‘from any theology; there is no light.
Only vileness enthroned, and reason nobly flying to its
own obliteration. (Canetti) with desiccated pedantic
caution reflects fantasy against fact, merges nightmare
with routine, cupidity with fanatical innocence, and so
establishes all his forces as one great hell that the ex-
hausted reader cannot after a few pages tell light from
dark or hell from hope . . . A mad magnificent work
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which we are not able to endure, which we are perhaps
right not to accept, but of which we dare not deny the
genius or the justification.” Another calls the novel “a
book of power, virtuosity and stature’’; and yet another
writes: ‘‘No-one, after reading Canetti’'s “’Auto-da-Fe"’,
could raise the slightest whisper of complaint about the
author's intellectual sincerity. Whether his bleak
prognostication of man’s fate be true or not, the author
delivers his uncompromising message with sledgeham-
mer blows. At the conclusion of the book, the reader is
left staggering, not only because of the story of
unrelieved mental horror and physical brutality, but
because of the terrifying implications of the author’s
sermon.”’

Those other seven novels Elias Canetti had planned
to illustrate the fracture of reality were never written.
When he had finished *'Die Blendung'’, he felt that this
“tour de force of despair’’ included and subsumed all
the others. He became increasingly preoccupied with
the psychology of crowds and of despotism. In the
preface to his diaries ‘‘Aufzeichenungen 1942-48",
published in 1965, he wrote: “The problem of masses
has occupied me since 1925, and that of power had
become associated with it only a little later.” He felt
that only scientific studies qualified a writer to deal with
such questions. He resolved to devote himself to
research in the psychopathology of power, to make “‘a
desperate attempt to undo the division of labour and to
think about everything myself, so that it comes
together inside one head and so becomes one thing
again. It is not all knowledge that | want, but the re-
integration of that which had disintegrated.”

The result of this work was ‘“Masse und Macht”’,
published in 1960, (“Crowds and Power” 1963, the
first direct product of decades of research, an analysis
of "power, especially as power manifests itself or
operates through crowds ... (the book examines) the
nature and process of the crowd in all the shapes it
assumes, its recurrent symbols and its embryonic forms
— the crowd crystal and the pack. The crowd is
displayed in action in primitive myth and ritual, in tribal,
racial and national groupings, in religion, in peace,
politics and war'’. For all the work that went into it, with
material brought from anthropology, sociology,
psychology, and psychopathology, the study was in the
main thought to be unscientific in its generalisations,
and sometimes preposterous, though highly original,
stimulating, impressive and written in a compelling
style. Apart from its tendency towards generalisations,
it was deemed too often to run counter to common
sense and common experience and to ignore the
seminal works of others in the field, among them
Durkheim, Allport, McDougall, Veblen, Le Bon and
George Rude. The conclusions notwithstanding, the
work was by one critic deemed “‘a work of genius, one
that is original in both conception and execution” that
would be studied and which would provoke its readers
to think for themselves.

While working on ““Crowds and Power”, Canetti
wrote a play “'Die Befristeten” (“The Numbered”’),
published in 1952, which he called “a textbook of
death’””. His collected plays ““Dramen’’ appeared in
1964, two volumes of his diaries “* Aufzeichenungen’’ |
1942-48 (1965), 11 1949-60 (1970), '‘Der Andere Pro-
zess'’ (“Kafka's Other Trial’’ 1969, Eng 1974), as well as
volumes of essays, character sketches, autobiography,
and a record of a visit to Marrakesh.

November-December 1987 3




“Kafka's Other Trial” examines the letters that
Franz Kafka sent to Felice Bauer between 1912 and
1917, a young woman to whom he was attracted and
twice engaged and with whom he finally broke. Canetti
is concerned with showing Kafka's personality as
revealed in a relationship of emotional intimacy, ever
stressful to the highly neurotic writer, and then with
demonstrating the connection between Kafka the man
and the books he wrote; that is, the transformation of
real events in Kafka's life and letters into their embodi-
ment in his fiction.

"The Conscience of Words" is a volume of essays
written in the main between 1962 and 1974. Most have
a literary orientation, with studies of Kafka, Tolstoy,
Buchner and Kraus, although included are also
historical and political essays, such as those dealing
with Hitler’s architectural dreams and the implications
of Hiroshima. In his preface, Canetti writes: ‘’The public
and the private can no longer be separated, they
overlap in ways that would never before have seemed
possible.”” He emphasises the power of words, the need
for people to fight for their humanness by expressing
their ideas in written form — in other words, by stan-
ding up for their convictions. He speaks of the
challenge of the writer, the representative of humanism
in a world that is at best materialistic, and at worst
dominated by the forces of evil. In their ability to bring
together apparently unconnected ideas into meaningful
sequences and in their insight into the intimate relation-
ship between public and private activity, the essays are
exceptionally rich.

“Eyewitness: fifty characters”” (1979), originally
“’Der Ohrenzuge: Funfzig Charactere’’ (1974), describes
fifty characters, fifty paradigms of human behaviour to
demonstrate how man’s individual and social being
frustrate psychological or sociological categories. It is a
set of fantastic character sketches, a human bestiary. It
reveals Canetti’'s talent for what he calls precise exag-
geration: “| am not interested,’’ he writes, ‘‘in grasping
primarily a man | know. | am interested only in exag-
gerating him precisely. . . . The book’s characters are
weakest when they are closest to recognisable types
and strongest when they gather scattered human traits
into composite monsters.” It is a book of wit and whim-
sy in which the “‘sketches read almost like the prologue
to a surreal 20th Century Canterbury Tales.’”

“The Human Province’’ (1978) is a collection of
meditations, epiphanies and idle jottings drawing upon
Canetti's vast reading and thinking in such areas as
literature, psychology, anthropology, comparative
religion and philosophy among other fields. His recur-
rent themes are those of survivorship, faith, freedom
and death, although there is much laughter and whimsy
here, too, which prompted one reviewer to call Canetti
a "‘prickly, ambitious, intelligent, sometimes silly man.”

“The Voices of Marrakesh: a record of a visit"”
(1978), originally ‘‘Die Stimmen wvon Marrakesh”
(1968), describes life in Marrakesh through a series of
vignettes, eloquently conveying the sounds, the voices
of terror and trust, pain and joy, in their mystery and
beauty transcending cultural barriers.

Finally, in “The Tongue Set Free: remembrances
of a European childhood’’ (1980), Elias Canetti gives an
account of his early life, the events, personalities and
intellectual forces that shaped him as a young man. In
this autobiographical volume, he describes the shifting
environments from Bulgaria to Manchester, from
Switzerland to Vienna. He writes about his multi-lingual
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home, the psychological impact of a patriarchal Jewish
family, and the circumstances surrounding the out-
break of the First World War and its aftermath. The
volume also deals with the changes in social milieu that
drove Canetti to equate the quest for his own language
— his own tongue — with the discovery of self. With its
interweaving fragments of dialogue, visual detail and
striking images, this memoir of childhood and
adolescence is witty, moving and intellectually
engrossing.

In due course, more of Elias Canetti's works will
reach Australia’s shores. The reader will then be in a
more enlightened position to judge the writings of a
man who in 1964 won the Literature Prize of the City of
Vienna, in 1972 the highly coveted Georg Buchner Prize
and this year the Nobel Prize for Literature. What will
emerge are, to quote the Swedish Academy, ‘‘writings
marked by a broad outlook, a wealth of ideas and
artistic power’’, also an abhorrence for war, for
totalitarian thought and practice, and for mass
psychology, particularly in this age which has
experienced a brutalities of fascism, nationalism and
communist dictatorship. This artist who in 1935 was
ahead of his time appears finally to have been caught
up with by time.

ALTER-EGO

Anne Parratt

Somewhere within the melancholy island
still walks the child
who is the man
clawing for sea roots

searching for eagles
building a tree house
or nest made of mountains
but he does not enter the temple of weeds.

BLACK NARCISSUS

Frederick C. Parmee

By night's mirrored waters
image upon image breaks
under the star universes

my black narcissus sleeps
where the soft water speaks
in the negative face of the world

over the dark surface
bubble by bubble floating
and | watch reflections
dancing on the ripples

deep pool of desolation

where my face stares back at me
out of the symmetry of circles

that spread to the edges of my world

centrifuge and centripetal

black heart of shining metal
...what grecian god condemned
its innocent pride

to greater introspection.
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WHERE IS YOUR BROTHER? (HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN HIM?)

In this International Year of Disabled Persons, this
article is of particular timeliness. (Ed.)

The first International Conference on Mental Retar-
dation was held at Melbourne University in August of
this year. Eminent overseas and Australian experts
shared their extensive knowledge and experiences
before an audience of 300 delegates. The conference
centred around five key issues:

1. The rights of retarded citizens and elimination

of discrimination.

2. Parents — their changing role; and community

attitudes — how are these to be changed?

3. The voice of retarded citizens.

4. Work experience and activity centres: where

are we going?

5. Mobilising social resources in the region: how?

A moving UNESCO film surveyed countries around
the world, stressing the Conference’s theme: ‘'People
need people” and ““No man is an island, entire of
itself’’. Central to all the lectures and panel discussions
and workshops were that:

1. Disability does not mean inability, and that

2. All individuals have the same basic needs —

— asense of competence and worth
— a need for independence and opportunity in
the choice of options

— to have fun

— acceptance for what they are and of what
they are not

— human beings first and above all, disabled
persons next.

Dr. David Vickers (Vice-President of the Canadian
Association for the Mentally Retarded, and a former
Deputy Minister of Justice in British Columbia) em-
phasised that the rights sought by persons with han-
dicaps were essentially no more and no less than those
sought by all people. Citizens who were retarded were
searching for equality and an opportunity to live full
lives in the least restrictive environment. These rights
and opportunities included: an appropriate education;
residence within, and not outside, the community;
support for community living; and an opportunity to
grow.

Dr. Stanley Herr (Human Rights Fellow, Law
School, Columbia University, N.Y. and Member of the
President’s Advisory Committee on the Handicapped)
called attention to international declarations and resolu-
tions and their potential utility for enhancing the rights
and status of persons with disabilities. Dr. Herr stressed
that special declarations (e.g. U.N. Declarations on the
Rights of Mentally Retarded Persons 1971) were intend-
ed to complement universal declarations. ‘‘Any
specifically-defined rights of persons with disabilities
are in addition to and not in lieu of other human and

legal rights."’

Ethel Temby, MBE (Victorian Association for
Retarded Citizens), highlighted the feelings of delegates
when she stated ‘Label jars — not people”. Although
the International Year of the Disabled Persons is almost
finished, there were still major attitudinal barriers that
needed to be broken down ‘‘Barriers to individual pro-
gress and development”, she said, “"are often the result
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of a misconception of the person with a disability.
Perhaps because he is not very articulate, he is thought
not to understand .... Governments erect barriers by
failing to respond with financial support to initiatives
that are innovative rather than for traditional purposes
.... Choices and the right to choose are accepted as
normal in most societies. Denial of these erects a
substantial barrier to personal development and pro-
gress through life”’.

The highlight of the Conference was a petition
presented to Senator Chaney by delegates concerned
with the Voice of the Retarded Citizen.

It was evident, as expressed by Gunnar Dybwad
(President of the International League of Societies for
the Mentally Handicapped), that “‘a new voice can be
heard in our movement. As yet, it is hesitant, unsure,
but it is steadily growing in strength. It is the voice of
those we once thought incapable of speaking; hence
our battle-cry used to be ‘we speak for them’. It is the
voice of those once considered ineducable, who are
now attending schools. It is the voice of those once
deemed unemployable, indeed deemed ‘incapable of
sustained effort’ who now bring a pay check for the full
week'’.

The delegates from the Glen Eira Hostel fervently
hoped that we would listen.

“\We felt that the Conference gave us our first op-
portunity to speak out in public. We need support in:

1. Employment — access to information about
employment, transport, and an improvement in work
conditions needs to be recognised. A fair day’'s work
should equal a fair day’s pay. We need to be given the
opportunity of choice of employment and equal con-
sideration without discrimination.

2. Education — there is an urgent need for train-
ing and access to further education facilities within
workshops, institutions and family homes.

3. Accommodation — the lack of choice of vary-
ing accommodation is the biggest problem faced by
people in the community. Jewish Welfare has been in
the forefront in assisting with accommodation for peo-
ple with special needs. In this hostel, there is an ex-
cellent support service for independent living. This is
particularly heartening as there is a strong move away
from institutionalised living and towards integration and
independent living.

4, Social life — social living again presents an at-
titudinal problem, especially within the Jewish com-
munity. We want our voices to be heard; we would like
to integrate with community groups — thatis, to join in
their functions, assist each other and form on-going
friendships with youth groups, neighbours, families and
friends. We are interested in starting a self-help group
in Caulfield and would be thrilled to speak to anyone
who could assist us. We especially need assistance in
achieving a more satisfying social life, and to overcome
stigmatisation, avoidance, segregation, neutrality,
discrimination, pity, charity, altruism, sympathy; what
we want is acceptance, understanding and empathy to
take their place.

These voices are loud and clear. But are we
prepared to listen?

In keeping with the perceived needs of the han-
dicapped, the time has come for the Jewish community
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to modify its attitudes, to mobilise its resources,
eliminate discrimination and achieve realisation of
people’s rights.

Parent-delegates at the Conference felt that there
was a desperate need to remove prejudice. At the turn
of the century, the prevailing attitude was that the
“eugenic menace’’ had to be removed, and this led to
segregation. In the 1940s, Hitler removed people with
handicaps to the gas-chambers long before he proceed-
ed systematically to exterminate the Jews. In 1981, a
lady belonging to the generation which survived the
Holocaust was still able to pass on her acquired wisdom
to the mother of a handicapped child: “It is a punish-
ment from HaShem, you know"’. That attitudes such as
these are prevalent is due to lack of correct information
and insufficient social interaction. Until a child with a
handicap is born into a family, that family belongs to
the unheeding population. Suddenly, the parents have
to cope, but are scarcely equipped for coping. In-
sensitive attitudes and the devaluing of people and their
worth are the barriers that need to be broken down.
Parents struggle not only against prejudice, apathy and
bureaucrasies, but also, sadly, against “‘what has hap-
pened in the past’’. Present services are based on chari-
ty, pity and welfare relief. The issues and times have
changed. Rights for equal opportunities are being
demanded, and participation, too, in an open society.
Current trends are towards community involvement.
Especially in the Jewish community, the time is ripe for
active desegregation in education, employment,
recreation and accommodation.

Bonnie Schultz (Consultant advisor to the self-help
movement for retarded citizens Omaha),
internationally-renowned self-advocacy pioneer,
assured the conference that the advocacy movement
was gaining momentum throughout the world.

"“To be ignored can be worse than being rejected.
To be within, but not‘a participant in, your community
is to be faced with the social barrier of loneliness and
isolation.’’

Yet, is there a rabbi in Melbourne who would
undertake the special “portfolio”” of supporting and in-
tiating assistance to parents, families and people with
special needs? One mother at the Conference express-
ecj an urgent need for temporary placement of children
with special needs, so that parents and siblings could
be relieved of the 24-hour care and pressure that ac-
companies these children. There is nowhere for these
children to go when parents become ill or break down
under the pressure. Crisis situations occur often, and
consistently the only comfort and assistance readily

la1\araié|ablt=,- comes from Catholic personnel, usually on
and.

. A practical solution must be found now, and rely-
INg on our community resources. These are the ques-
tions to be resolved:

1. Where do our Jewish persons with special

needs go to kindergarten? to | lay?
Al » to school?, to play?,

. Who and where are their friends?
- Where do they pray?
. }N;hat community activities do they participate
in
5. r]\'!he?re is your brother? Have you forgotten
im

W N

Citizens, and has initiated a community-based salf. help resour

h , ant 2 - ce grou
in the Caulfield area. She is herself the mother of a ret;rded «':hih:l.gErnlFz
ly Elbaum has had a long-standing interest in, and involvement with,
retarded persons.

A TALE OF TWO ACADEMICS

Wilfred Burchett and other Stalinoid apologists
once attempted to underplay the genocide in Cambodia
by Pol Pot. More recently, crackpots of the far Right
have attempted to suggest that mass extermination of
European Jewry by Hitler was a fraud. Merely making
the fact of the Nazi genocide ‘‘controversial’’ is the aim
of the neo-Nazi movement. Inactivity by forces of
moderation on the local and international scene and the
active participation of men like the guru of the inter-
national Left, Noam Chomsky, with the chief French
“revisionist’’, Robert Faurrison, have permitted the
spread of this pernicious neo-Nazi claim.

Faurrison was found guilty of incitement to racial
hatred and violence, subsequently given a three-month
suspended sentence, fined 5000 fra_nqs and orqert_ad to
pay 10,000 francs to three anti-racialist organisations.
The French prosecutor, in summing up, said that “to
deny the existence of gas chambers is to kill a second
time those who died.”” (London Times 4th July).

Chomsky’s support for Faurrison can be _t(acgd
back as far as late 1979 when the French revisionist
wrote to the New Statesman:

“Noam Chomsky, the famous Jewish pro-
fessor of Jewish origin at M.1.T. (Massachusetts
Institute of Technology) is aware of the research
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Michael Danby *

work | do on what the revisionist historians call
the ‘gas chamber§ and genocide hoax’. He in-
formed me that Gitta Sereny had mentioned my
name in an article in your journal. He told me |
:l\gc‘l/ been referred to in an extraordinarily unfair
_ This unpublished letter to the editor was first
discovered in Australia when it was circulated by John
Bennett, secretary of the Victorian Council for Civil
Liberties, another apologist for Hitler's mass extermi-
nation programme. It prompted W.D. Rubinstein of
Deakin University to write to Chomsky pointing out the
“nature” of Faurrison’s *‘work’’. A vituperative cor-
respondence ensued during 1980. Chomsky was forced
to face the nature of the scholarship he was supporting.
He knew whom he was supporting, though later claim-
ed in I.LH.T. 2/1/81, | am not really familiar with what
Professor Faurrison says'’.

Renowned historian Lucy Dawidowicz hinted at
Chomsky's assistance to the neo-Nazi in Commentary
magazine (December 1980). The foremost student of
Soviet affairs, Leopold Labedz raised the genocide-
denying activities of Hitler and Pol Pot by both the
extreme Left and the Right, terming them “les extreme
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se tauchenet’”. This kind of Right-Left symbiosis was
typified by “libertarian” terrorists like Meinhof who said
during her trail:

“Auschwitz meant that six million Jews
were killed and thrown on the waste-heap of
Europe for what they were — money Jews (Geld
Juden)”. (Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung 15th
Dec 1977).

But Chomsky did not stop there. Together with a
number of French far-Leftists, he signed a petition on
Faurrison’s behalf. (Locally, the French revisionist case
was taken up by the League of Rights).

Alberto Cavallori, the Paris correspondent for the
Italian daily Corriere della Sera, explained Chomsky's
activities in terms of his refusal to accept that his theory
of linguistics proves that the Gulag descends directly
from Rousseau. Jean Paul Enthoven of La Nouvelle
Observateur said Chomsky's support for Faurrison and
his crackpot "‘no-gas-chambers’ fantasies was linked
to Chomsky's defence of Faurrison’s right to speak and
was a case of the extreme Left joining the extreme
Right. Pierre Daix explained in Le Quotidien de Paris
that Chomsky only took up Left-wing causes to clear
himself of the reactionary implications of his “'inatism"’.
Foulek Ringelhed's response to the whole affair was
“Faurrison nexista pas’’ (Faurrison doesn’t exist).

Chomsky then went to the extent of writing an in-
troduction to Faurrison’s book. Fascist anti-Semitism in
France symbolised by the bombing of the French
synagogue this year was the socio-political context in
which ‘““the cold Bostonian’’ (Chomsky), this unilateral
liberal, wrote politically useful prefaces for neo-Nazi
theoreticians. Admittedly, Chomsky belatedly tried to
withdraw his introduction but this only served to
underline the evil he had wrought. Martin Peretz wrote
in the New Republic that Chomsky "is agnostic about
the Holocaust and a fool about genocide”.

Leopold Labedz’ article in the February 1980 issue
of Encounter argued convincingly that it was Chom-
sky’s original apologies for Pol Pot and his refusal to zag
when the Soviet/Hanoi line zagged that brought him to
the holocaust-denying activity. One of Chomsky's
Australian supporters tortuously explained in “The
Age” that the “distorted and frequently-fabricated
reports’’ (of refugees from Pol Pot) just happened to be
hideously close to the truth.

At first, Chomsky defended his support for Faur-
rison by arguing that he was simply “defending his
(Faurrison’s) right to say it” (Nation). This special
pleading by Chomsky on the grounds of civil liberty was
shown to be arrant hypocrisy by Australian scholar
Stephen Morris, now at Harvard University. Morris,
writing to the liberal New Republic of 11th April, ex-
plained thatin a (successful) campaign by the far Left at
Columbia University to deny Dr Henry Kissinger an
academic post, Noam Chomsky was a principal speaker
at a seminar held on April 26th, 1977, designed to ex-
clude Kissinger for his views. Chomsky is entitled to his
views that Kissinger is a war criminal, but his selective
historical amnesia raises doubts about his total commit-
ment to academic civil liberties. W

Chomsky changed tack by describing those who
would not tolerate Faurrison’s views as the “Com-
missars of Literature’ (New Statesman 14th August).
In fact, the issue at hand was Faurrison’s right to use a
respectable academic post to disseminate false pro-
paganda against an often-abused minority, propaganda

Metbourne Chronicle

which a French court had found to be legally
defamatory.

It is Chomsky himself, perhaps, who best con-
demns his own actions. Writing in “"American Power
and the New Mandarins”, he prophetically stated that
by accepting the presumption of legitimacy of
debate on certain issues, one has already lost
one’s humanity.

NOTES
Noam Chomsky, bornin the U.S. in 1929, a Jew, is Professor
of Linguistics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Robert Faurrison, born in England in 1929, holds a doctorate
from the Sorbonne and is an Associate Professor of Literature
at the University of Lyon in France. The book referred to, to
which Chomsky wrote his introduction is “Memoire en
Defense Contre Ceux Qui M’Accusent de Falsifier I'Histoire. La
Question des Chambres au Gaz'' 1980.

A further treatment of the association between Noam Chom-
sky and Robert Faurrison is published in “Quadrant’”’ October
1981, in an article by W. D. Rubinstein entitled ’Chomsky and
the Neo-Nazis"'".
* Michael Danby is Associate Editor of The Australia-
Israel Review

Fiction is also the business of the Institute for Historical
Review in Los Angeles, a front established by William
McCalden, a British neo-Nazi, to “prove’” that the
murder of six million Jews by Nazi Germany in World
War Il did not occur. It has enjoyed quite a bit of media
play. To hype its cause it offered a $50,000 prize to
anyone who could prove that Jews in fact had been
gassed in Auschwitz. A survivor of Auschwitz whose
family had perished there provided the evidence. When
denied the prize, he sued. McCalden never showed up
in court to contest the case. All in all, a sordid episode
engineered and played up by a malicious racist. What is
disturbing is not that such people exist, but that they
can achieve so much publicity for themselves and cir-
culation, even respectability, for their views. A recent
Washington Post report of McCalden's disappearance
ends matter-of-factly: “The institute argues that
perhaps 350,000 Jews died of disease and war injuries
during WWII but not from any intentional extermination
campaign.” Another newspaper report dignified this
nonsense by granting it the coveted epithet ““controver-
sial”. Why the generous dispensation of legitimacy to
such obvious cranks? “If the revisionists are successful
in rendering the Holocaust just another matter of
debate,”” wrote Yale psychiatrist Walter Reich recently,
“then no piece of history is safe . . . all human ex-
perience is conveniently subject to ideological inter-
pretation or wishful negation, and we become nothing
more than what we believe.’” Reich ascribes our will-
ingness to pay any attention at all to these cranks to the
“peculiarly contemporary (notion) that everything is
debatable and that nothing should be accepted as true
that was not personally seen and experienced.’’ Every
generation likes to believe that the world started with it.
This generation, raised on "Eyewitness News", condi-
tioned by the instant replay, and spared the illumination
that comes from tedious historical study, tends to be
even more ahistorical than most. All the more reason to
build memorials that are not afraid to speak
unambiguously from one generation to the next.

From “‘New Republic"”
May 23, 1987
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JEWISH ARTISTS OF AUSTRALIA

BEN ELISHA

Ben Elisha recently held his fourth exhibition of
paintings, much acclaimed by public and critics alike.
As often happens after viewing a pleasing exhibition or
reading an absorbing book or listening to stirring music,
one is inclined to wonder: what sort of person is this
painter, this author, this composer who so uniquely and
mysteriously can touch chords of our understanding
and our feelings?

The painter under consideration here is Ben Elisha
who paints at odd hours of an evening or on weekends,
the same as Dr. Benjamin Elisha who keeps strict
surgery hours during the day.

This combination of doctor-artist is not entirely
unusual. | have repeatedly reviewed exhibitions of pain-
tings by members of the Art Society of the Australian
Medical Association. What subjects do these doctors
paint? — Cadavers? Post-mortems? Patients? Nothing
of the sort: mainly flowers, still-lifes, landscapes or, as
in Ben Elisha’s case, subjects of pure fantasy. Perhaps
art is for the medical men a form of therapeutic
escapism from a daily routine of necessity taken up with
sickness, sadness and suffering.

Ben Elisha was born in Jerusalem some 36 years
ago. His mother’s family had been living in Palestine for
two generations. Deeply orthodox, they were part of
the Mea Shearim establishment. His father, on the
other hand, came from Tashkent, in Uzbekistan,
Russia, which was a pleasant-enough city to live in, ex-
cept, perhaps, for Jews. Accordingly, the numerous
members of the Elisha clan felt that a change of scenery
was due and moved to nearby Persia, later to become
Iran. They were not to stay there long. They responded
to the call of Palestine and the clan moved there.

It was here that the second-generation Jewish
Palestine girl, an orthodox, well-educated, multi-
linguist and the young immigrant-builder from Russia
met and married and, like Noah and his wife, had three
sons: Ben, the artist; Dan, the builder; and Ron, the
playwright.

The War of Liberation of 1948 brought changes not
only to the country but also to the family. Elisha Senior,
an ardent Anglophile, wanted to emigrate to an English-
speaking country — England, or Canada, or Australia.
Existing family ties with Australia decided their choice.
A succession of impressions suddenly seemed to
tumble upon him: a small boy who had never seen the
sea now boarding a ship bound for Australia; a small
boy brought up in an entirely Jewish community now
meeting “others’ for the first time; a boy unable to
speak or understand anything other than Hebrew ex-
posed to a babel of incomprehensible sounds. These
impressions were simply stunning, Ben Elisha says.
They overshelmed him, producing a deep sense of in-
security in him.

On the boat heading towards Italy as a port of call,
there was a woman artist whom Ben recalls having
watched with amazement and wonder. A new world
opened up before him. When the family reached Sicily,
he begged his father to bring him some coloured penc_ﬂs
from shore. Here began the artist's first flirtation with
painting.
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by Ken Bandman

But the flirtation proved brief. In Australia,
energies had_to be mustered to counter the insecurity of
living in an alien place, to counter the loneliness and the
taunts and ridicule hurled at him as an immigrant boy, a
reffo, an outsider unable to defend himself because he
could not speak the local language. That feeling of in-
security never left him, whether he was at Melbourne
High School or Melbourne University as a student or,
later, as an intern at Ballarat Base Hospital. There was
scarcely time through all these years and the
subsequent ones of acquiring expertise, establishing a

medical practice, getting married and raising a family to
give himself over to painting.

. However, in 1976, Ben Elisha underwent a “‘crisis’’
in his life, though he does not mention the details. Dur-
ing this period, he attempted to paint portraits of his
daughters. He may have been trying to clarify his
thc_:ughts at the time, or to divert himself through
painting. To his astonishment, his wife and his
daughters liked his paintings, and while he himself was
also pleased with the results; he knew it was not “reali-

ty” he wanted to paint, but rather thoughts, dreams,
impressions, fantasies.

. He turned to watercolours, painted butterflies pull-
ing carts, elon_gated mannequins appearing from
nowhere, crazy fish smoking cigars while flying through
the air, more butterflies, this time incarcerated in large

transp_arent cubes — these and many many other
fantasies.

The enthusiastic reception accorded to him by the
public amazed him. And yet, the public’s reaction was
perhaps not too surprising: the daily news, the realities
bear down so heavily on people that they seek escape

into a betu_er more pleasant dreamworld which Ben
Elisha as artist provides,

Recently, a well-meaning friend advised the artist,
who has never had a painting lesson, to “’study’’ pain-
ting. Well-intentioned though it may be, this advice
could well be harmful to the natural spontaneous talent

of Ben Elisha expressing itself in i i
o S B g itself in ingenuity of fantasy
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TURNING POINT~*

We had been living on the kibbutz for several
months when the heat hit us. It came in the form of the
“chamsin’’, that stifling, dry wind that sucks the energy
and chokes the breath. With it came the millions of tiny
insects that one was constantly finding in one’s hair and
eyes and mouth.

By this time many of us in the Australian group
were beginning to dream of steaks and Vegemite and
Saturday afternoons at the football. As for me, | began
to wonder desperately if the dry passionless wind was
going to stifle me forever.

| was just eighteen that year: fresh out of school,
green as a young stem and brittle as an ancient one. It
was the year that the world shifted on its unsteady axis
for me, and turned itself upside down.

By the time the chamsins began to blow, | was
working in the apple orchards with my friend Yossi
Goldberg. Of course, Yossi's given name was really
Joe. But soon after we had arrived on the kibbutz, he
had announced that from now on, he was to be known
as Yossi only.

“Yossi,”” | once heard him tell an American
volunteer worker, 'is short for Yossef, of course.
Joseph. Jacob's favourite son. That's me.” He grinn-

ed.

Yossi was a charmer. He had a contagious sense of
humour that managed to be bitter and affectionate at
the same time. Within a short time he had befriended
just about everyone. Even those who found him
irritating couldn’t help liking him.

Yossi and | became special friends. We grumbled
to each other about the food, the work, the kids in the
group. We shared an unusual empathy. Together, we
shared an insane, zany world that kept us both sane.
We were like brother and sister. Our friendship
blossomed like flowers in the desert,

“Can’t you feel the power of this place?’’ Yossi
waved his arms about exuberantly. Around us rose
pock-marked, puckered hills, ancient rocks reflecting
the day’s heat fiercely and mercilessly: the outer edge
of the desert. We strolled down the road that led to it.
Two soldiers, bronzed and tall and darkly handsome,
were approaching from the other direction. An aura
seemed to surround them: strength, companionship,
even love.

“David and Jonathan,’ | muttered.

“What?"' Yossi was startled.

The soldiers were within touching distance. One of
them caught my eye, seemed to wink. His dark eyes
flamed and smiled at me. | suddenly felt very hot. | grew
out of breath. Yossi kept his eyes glued to the ground. |
kept my eyes glued to Yossi. The soldiers passed. Yossi
put his arm around my waist.

““Everywhere you look,” he said, "you see
solidness. Real-ness. These hills have been here for
millions of years. You could imagine you were in an-
cient Canaan out here. Land of milk and honey, of-how
does the rest go? And we're a part of it. Living in it.”

Do you really want to be part of all that?"’ | asked,
surprised.

Yossi's face grew suddenly fierce. *’I wish | could,”’
he said.

Melbourne Chronicle e
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“Ah, but would they want you?" | mocked affec-
tionately, digging him in the ribs, and we both laughed.

But the chamsin was sweeping over me like a rush
of blood to the head. | had to stop wearing contact
lenses because of the hot dryness. My eyes became in-
flamed. | became almost feverish. The pregnant
women, the husky, black-eyed soldiers and the sultry
adolescents of the kibbutz all jumbled themselves
together in my head and came to disturb my sleep in the
hot blackness of my room.

And | began to dream of Yossi at night.

It was as though Yossi had fallen in love with the
kibbutz, with the land itself, with its history. He soon
showed himself to be the best student of Hebrew
among us. He rolled out those ancient gutturals as if he
were Moses himself. He took to climbing up to the
highest point near the kibbutz, where he would gaze
down at the harsh contours of the wilderness in the
distance, seeming to lose himself in its ancient, gnarled
austerity. The hills stared back at him, like stern,
skeletal faces, judging, commanding. He knew they
were heartless, those faces, almost cruel, but he seem-
ed to be entreating something of them: mercy,
perhaps, or some sign of softness. He was running into
the arms of those hard unyielding hills like a false lover,
like an erring son longing for acceptance from his im-
placable father.

“"Omelette?”

“’No, thanks.” | helped myself to toast, and went
to find a place on one of the long tables in the com-
munal dining room. It was another stifling and op-
pressive day. The crowded air of the dining room
weighed on my chest so that | felt | could hardly
breathe. | was just biting into my first slice of toast
when something made me lift my head. There was
Yossi at the door, surrounded, as usual, by a gaggle of
giggling girls. There was no doubt about it: Yossi had a
way with girls. They seemed to feel at ease in his
presence. They were attracted to him as bees are to
honey. And for his part, Yossi seemed totally relaxed
with them.

“Becky!’’ He called out when he saw me, and after
getting his breakfast, he came over to join me.

“| see the pig’s at it again,” | said with mock,
sisterly scorn, eyeing his full plate with some awe.

He returned the insult, and we continued chatting
and playing the fool in our usual fashion until it was time
to return to the orchards. We rose. He turned to me,
hesitantly touched my arm. The nervous suitor, taking
the plunge.

“You know this wedding that’s on tonight . . . Will
you come with me? I'll come round to your room and
pick youup..."”

He wasn't exactly speaking very loudly, but it was
obvious that everyone on our table, and probably the
next as well, could hear us. They were all suitably im-
pressed.

Sowas .

We left the dining room, laughing at one of our
private jokes, hand in hand.

| was falling in love with Yossi Goldberg.
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And suddenly the dryness ended. The heat turned
humid and sultry. It was in its way just as uncomfor-
table as the dry chamsin weather, but unaccountably, |
felta strange relief. A heavy, choking weight was lifting
from me. | felt freer. | was opening up, a green shoot in
the cracked and burning desert rock reaching up ten-
tatively towards the sky.

But | was very vulnerable. | had never had a
boyfriend before. The idea of revealing my feelings to
Yossi was simply unthinkable. | felt with a dreadful cer-
tainty that | would be rejected. That my own feelings
had gone beyond sisterly limits into some other dark,
frightening region, | knew. But Yossi remained hidden
to me, his real feelings locked away behind some wall |
could never quite penetrate. He had never kissed me.
His arm around me had always been chaste and
brotherly. | would be making an utter fool of myself if |
expected otherwise.

Oh yes, | would surely, surely be rejected.

A muggy, sweltering night. Stars pricked the rich
velvet blackness of the sky like tiny candle flames.
Yossi and | strolled around the kibbutz to escape the
suffocating indoor heat. We held hands. Sweat trickled
stickily between my breasts. Cypress trees swayed
slightly in the light breeze, rocking gently, like lovers,
back and forth. | almost fancied | could hear them
moaning ecstatically, softly. | felt free, elated.
Something in me was about to explode.

| wish you could know the real me,”” Yossi was
saying. He had been in a strange mood lately: morose,
almost anti-social, as if struggling with some secret in-
ner enigma. He was poised and quivering, like an arrow
ready to be loosed.

“I’'m not really confident inside at all.”” Yossi con-
tinued. ““Or honest either. Inside I'm a coward. Just a
plain, unadulterated coward.’" His voice was bitter.

| said nothing. | merely held his hand, lightly strok-
ed it. And suddenly a great wave swept over me: Rain
in the wilderness, bringing relief, stillness. Some barrier
inside me fell. My pulse was pumping crazily in my
throat, but | took myself in both hands and offered it, a
gift.

"l don’t care how bad you think you are, Yossi." |
said quietly. "I like you. You mean a lot to me. | care for
you.fF

Silence. The sweet tang of orange blossom came
to us from the fields. | felt Yossi’s hand reach out in the
semi-darkness.

“There's something | have to tell you."”

| hardly heard him. The world had exploded for me.
| had done what | had most feared, and | had not been
rejected. | had not been rejected.

"*Something that I’ve told no-one else."’

The sharp, earthy smell of animals reached us. It
was an honest, warm, wholesome smell. Mingled with
it was the acrid, intensely sweet smell of rotting orange
peel, used as animal feed. | realised that we were on the
path that led to the sheep pens.

“I've hidden it and tried to deny it all my life. And
this year. Yes, especially this year."

| could hear the small rustlings and night noises
coming from the sheep pen. A lamb baaed softly. | said
nothing. To speak now would be to shatter the web of
closeness that was building around us.

Yossi suddenly stopped. He dropped my hand
quickly, as if expecting certain rejection.
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“I'm a homosexual,’’ he said.

| thought | could hear a lamb whimpering in sud-
den pain somewhere in the night. Otherwise, suf-
focating, thick, unbearable silence.

"l thought | could deny it, kill it, by becoming part
of all this. The world that everyone here is part of. |
wanted to drown in it. But it didn’t work. It's not my
world. It rejects me, I'm an alien in it. An abomination.”’

| suddenly realised how hot, how intensely,
unbearably hot it had become. My whole body was
drenched in sweat.

"From now on,"” Yossi said, ‘'no more double life,
no pretending. No more running after false gods. And
no more Yossi either. From now on, it's only Joe, the
way it really always has been,"’

| listened. | listened to it all, and | experienced it
with him as he spoke. His pain. His fear. His anger. And
his new-found joy. And | knew that Joe had given me
something very special. Something priceless.

But the smell of rotting orange peel was over-
powering. It stung my eyes. It was sweet, sweet. |
realised that my mouth was filled with tears. | ran. | ran
back all the way we had come, Past the sheep pens.
Past the fields with their delicate scent of orange
blossom. Past the dining room with its choking, stifling
air. All the way across to the other side of the kibbutz.
Huddled alone in the darkness, | felt the world lift itself
from its foundations and turn itself upside down.

And somewhere in me, | felt some green and
precious growing thing begin to die.

* “Turning Point" won a prize in this year's State of Victoria Short
Story Competition.

HOLOCAUST

Pauline Lyons

| cried three million pristine tears.
That soap will not cleanse history
or wash away my grief.

I young and safe

in an indulgent country,

knew no yellow stars

and "Aunty’’ Goldstein

comes for lunch.

In 81’ | am my brothers keeper
and don‘t lower my eyes

or passive, turn away.

DAVID SINGING

Pauline Lyons

Denying the cold entreaties of winter,

the wan sun persists in a think spring warmth.
The awakening soil speaks with floral promises
and fences blossom barbs, fe;;tooned

with invisible vines of electricity.

Hydrangea heads flower from smoke stacks,
wafting the smell of carrion

past the lively playing band. )

The striped pajama clad man, lifts his head

as if listening to David singing.

{Treblinka}
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YOU MUST TELL JESSIE

The normal cheeriness of the Greengold’'s family
room was rapidly dissipating, as if a dark blind had been
pulled over the windows shutting out the sun. Even the
burnt-orange curtains which echoed one of Van Gogh's
sunflowers in the print on the wall seemed to have lost
their gaiety. In fact, the atmosphere, never very warm
when Jessie visited anyone, had rapidly become frigid.

Jessie sat upright in a dark green upholstered
chair, her tailored beige dress pulled down well over her
knees, her pepper-and-salt hair freshly set.

Ruth, conscious of ruffled hair and crumpled cot-
ton frock, regarded her flushed six-year-old with
despair as his bright voice continued.

“And in our new house there'll be lots of cup-
boards and Mummy'll be able to keep the kitchen oh, so
tidy.”

The gleam of battle glinted in Jessie Greengold’s
hazel eyes, the same colour as her youngest brother’s
but lacking their liveliness. Richard had been entertain-
ing her while Ruth made some tea for the unexpected

visitor.
“Hmmm.*" The thin lips compressed together. ‘A

big kitchen.”

ook - ' began Ruth, then shrugged. What was
the use? She knew Jessie. They all did. Jessie spent Fri-
day nights with each member of her family in turn —
and she was due at Ruth’s and Tom'’s the following
week. That was the time when family plans were
discussed — or when Jessie expected them to be.

If Jessie were not informed of the plans of every
member of the family she became filled with bitter
resentment. When any of them did confide in her she
was full of well-intentioned but unwelcome advice. If
someone was contemplating moving, Jessie would
consider at length the suitability of the area, the pros
and cons of single, two-storey or split-level houses.
When a baby was expected Jessie would have a list of
“only possibles’” names and of who should be invited to
the Brisitalicise, if it was a boy. If a holiday was propos-
ed, Jessie would be thrilled to organise it. After all, she
always told them, she was unmarried and had plenty of
time to help her family. So her [ong—s_uﬁermg relqtlves
usually tried to present her with faits accompli, on
which occasion she invariabiy_adopted an aggrieved
”nobody—tells-me-anything" attitude.

For Tom's sake, Ruth had always tried to please
her sister-in-law but now it seemed that her younger
son, home from school with a bad cold, was about to
cause a crisis. He certainly had not inherited Tom's
tact, prattling like this about their little private dreams.

Jessie's eyes hardened. ““Tell me some more about
this new house.”

The appeal in Ruth’s brown eyes was lost on
Richard. He grinned, warming to his subject.

mwell — it'll have a big garden so we can kick foot-
balls and be near a beach so we can have a swim after
school in the Summer, and there’ll be all sorts of elec-
tric things to help Mummy.”

#Oh." Jessie's nostrils twitched and sniffed. “And
when do you move into this new house?"’

“Not for ages.” He rummaged in his pocket for a
tissue and blew his nose. ““Not until after the trip
overseas."’
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by Lysbeth Rose

Heavens, thought Ruth unhappily, now there really
will be trouble. What memories these children have!
Months ago on one cold wet Sunday afternoon when
the boys were playing with their train set, she and Tom
had outlined an imaginary tour, visiting all the romantic,
historic and exotic places in the world that had ever
titillated their spirit of adventure.

Glancing at Jessie she recognised the danger
signals — the back stiff as a broom handle, the slight
drumming of taut fingers on the leg of the chair.

She tried to speak casually. “’Don’t pay any atten-
tion to him. He's making it up.”

“That is as may be, Ruth, but it does seem odd to
me that a new house and a world trip are being planned
by my brother and his wife, that even the children
know, but nobody bothers to tell me. It really is too bad
that | should hear about it in this way. In normal cir-
cumstances | would be delighted to give you a farewell
party before you leave, but —"*

“Please, Jessie —'' Ruth was becoming more and
more upset. ‘I can assure you we are not con-
templating anything of the kind."’

“0Oh, come now —'’ She turned to her sniffly
young nephew. ‘‘Perhaps Richard would like to tell me
where you are going.”

""Oh, everywhere,” he breezed. “England and
Mexico and Paris and Bali — just everywhere."

Ruth could cheerfully have throttled him. Trust the
little blighter to play up to a willing audience.

“*And when are you all going?"’

“0h, we're notall going, Aunt Jessie. Johnnie and
me’ll be at boarding school. We'll have to have our
names on all our clothes and write letters to Mummy
and Daddy.”

Ruth’s heart sank further. Tom was very fond of
his eldest sister. After their mother had died when he
was still a little boy, Jessie had cared for him particular-
ly. Ruth had always been surprised that Jessie had not
resented Tom marrying, that she had accepted her with
apparent affection. But now Jessie really seemed hurt
and offended. Ruth felt like tearing out her hair by the
handful.

| suppose the school is already arranged. | sup-
pose there was no thought that | might look after the
two boys for you." Jessie's voice dripped icicles.

“ Jessie — really this is too silly.”” She should have
stopped Richard long before this damage was done. “I
can’t think what has made him say all these things. of
course the school’s not arranged. Neither do we have
tickets for a trip. Nor are we buying a new home."’

But from Jessie's unyielding expression it was ob-
vious that nothing Ruth could say would alter her opi-
nion that they were planning something important and
that she had not been consulted. She felt like weeping
for sheer frustration. Despite years of efforts of
friendliness now in one brief half-hour Jessie appear_ed
just as upset with her as in the past she had been with
other members of the family. She could imagine Jessie
visiting Don or Robyn or Allan later in the week and
relating it all with juicy embellishments, feeling more ill-
used as she did so, until it developed into one of those
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“Things'’ the others had warned her about ever since
she and Tom had been married.

For months Jessie had refused to speak to Robyn
and Ben because they had not told her immediately
they suspected another baby was on the way. Then
there was the time when Don and Esther bought a new
car — and Jessie had stayed in her house, sulking like
Achilles in his tent, refusing to look at it when they call-
ed, because they had not told her in advance. Ruth,
always hoping that it would never happen to her and
Tom, had been extra careful not to hurt Jessie in any
way. She did not like upsetting people, in any case, and
she knew how Tom would feel if Jessie had one of her
“Things’” with them. Tom would blame her. And now
Jessie seemed really hostile.

“There must be something in all this,"” she said stif-
fly.

““All right,”” said Ruth, ""Yes, there is. But not the
way you think. It has all been discussed by Tom and me
and the boys have probably heard some of it.”” She
breathed a little prayer. “‘Richard — tell Aunt Jessie
when all these interesting and exciting things are going
to happen.”

"Why — when you win the lottery, Mum."”
Ruth could have hugged him on the spot, but she

did not. She just looked at Jessie and Jessie looked at
her. They they both burst into laughter.

A LONG DISTANCE CALL

Hello Aaron my father, Anna my mother, hello my
sister Helen, my brother Adam. |'ve been thinking
about you, thinking about myself, about family and
belonging. | look at the word and realise that long is in
the middle and ing is continuous.

I've been thinking about family, familiar famine.
Yes, I've been thinking; always did, but moreso now
that there’s time and space between us. Funny the way
we used to send cryptic messages to each other. You
have to learn to sort out the cutlery, learn to distinguish
between the parfait spoon and the apple corer, the
steak and the butter knife. But the knives don’t hurt any
more. Not here. There's space and time and other
dimensions. A different equation. | never did like lines,
the parallel ones, | mean. | prefer circles. Circles touch.
Your own and others overlap, if you want them to. You
don’t have to compare, don't have to follow the other
line if you don’t want to.

It wasn't always like that, was it? Not in the black-
berrying days with mother with her apron full of rubies
and black opals; or in the mother-of-pearl summers as
we walked along the shores of Port Arlington and
Rickett's Point. Nor in the hammock swaying among
the eucalypts as magpies strutted over the hard earth
and kookaburras laughed at their pomposity as father
smoked his pipe and contemplated paradise among the
bracken in the Dandenongs.

Remember the frogs at Ranleigh Park, Helen? How
they used to hide under the rocks then jump onto the
lilly leaves that floated on the pond; how we used to fall
asleep with the frog chorus singing bass in the pond’s
gallery? The palm trees outside our windows that rustl-
ed stiffly, becoming giant tarantulas scuttling across
our bedroom walls when the occasional car passed
beaming its lights upon the palms. And the monastery
bell up the hill; we would listen to its sound — grave as
the high walls, mysterious as the tiny door let into the
gate.

And the river, Adam, and the mulberry tree you
claimed as your own, picking its leaves for your
silkworms: the delicate golden threads they span and
your hands as you fingered the strands. How we swung
from the willows onto the high river bank, then out over
the water, back, and out over the land. We used to
squat in the furrows eating peas in the pod. Tried to fall
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like cats from the garage roof. You dreamed you were a
concert pianist as your fingers ran ecstatically over the
keys in the dark, and you forgot to eat. You were grand
then, and in the dance. And your hands made stone
articulate, later, when you were a man with the sould of
a child.

I used to stand on my head against the kitchen
wall: a child yogin. The warm air in the kitchen and the
smell of baking scones in the wood stove. | wrote my
brother’'s name on the misted window as | perched on
the window ledge waiting for him to return; fearful of
cars and blood, Adam'’s blood on the wet road, so |
wrote his name so that it would take form.

This is a long distance call. A very great distance,
but it always was, wasn't it, my father? But |
understand. Now. Your world was so well ordered,
your paths straight, the gravel evenly swept. Your
clocks kept time.

You covered your face and softly cried when your
mother closed her eyes in her final rite of passage.
Hooded eyes, like yours, her skin sallow, yours fair, but
with the glow of the Australian sun upon your cheeks.
She was committed to ritual, spoke with God. You
couldn’t speak with her; were no god, except to mother
who worshipped at your altar, daily sang your praises.
You couldn’t speak with your father either. He shat-
tered every idol. Destroyed his own image as well. Only
with mother could you communicate your dreams,
show her your wounds and scars. We only heard the
growlings of your fears.

You gave us a head-start; taught us to be rational.
But it was mother who taught my soul to fly. Later | ac-
companied it. It's a pity that you never learned to fly.
You had crossed so many borders, seeking stability, not
ideas.

You dreamed a dream in which you felt the soil
with your hands, became a part of the land, helped
nature to flourish. Impossible in Europe. For a Jew. You
wanted space, between yourself and the neighbours;
distance, between you and authority of the oppressive
European kind; between you and ideas that might
disturb your mind. So you cradled your body in a ham-
mock and lullabied your mind under the shade of the
eucalypts while mother nursed your hurt. So that she
didn’t have time to nurse ours, and only in her eightieth
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year did she have time to nurse her own. By which
time, the grooves of her memory had become worn,
and the Melba songs of her youth and her own soul’s
music became interwoven. And she forgot to sigh.
Before others.

For the first time we embraced. She wished me im-
possible happiness, golden dreams on which she had
nourished me. Her dreams that had nourished her soul.
Golden mirages. She believed in them. She had to.
Otherwise a blanket grey death of the spirit. She believ-
ed in the man-myth, the protective shoulders that take
the force of the blast. So she sheltered behind his fury.
And was strong.

| long to see you, mother. | do not see you here,
although | see my father's shoulders in a crowd, my
brother’s face in others, so that | am not alone.

It's hard to belong when you never have, not to
anyone except yourself. The trouble is, | don't like
lines, not parallels. I'm not sure that | like circles either. |
prefer the shape of arches. There’s room to move under
them. Graceful arches, particularly ancient ones. The
farther away in time the more romantic they become.
You see only beauty and wildflowers growing at their
base. You can distance yourself from the events,
romanticise history, uninvolved, though not detached,
like a surrogate family.

BOOK REVIEW

SERGE LIBERMAN: 'ON FIRMER SHORES'

The welcome publication of Serge Liberman’s col-
lection of short stories ‘On Firmer Shores’ should be
seen as a reassuring acceptance of diversity in
Australian literature today, even in cases where the
subject matter shows little preference towards the
Australian scene, but rather deals with a selected iden-
tifiable group.

Serge Liberman’s stories are very Jewish in the
best Jewish tradition.

He was awarded the Alan Marshall prize in two
consecutive years which illustrates the acclaim of the
literary merit of his writing.

Serge Liberman’s ‘On Firmer Shores' is dedicated
to his immediate family and ‘to the generation before us
that gave us life’.

A reader of this collection becomes more and more
aware of the dedication which sums up so well the
philosophy behind his writing.

He writes about people: young, old, sick, people in
conflict with themselves or in constant search of
answers, people trying to understand, if not necessarily
accept in full, the values of others. Regardless of
whether his characters are positive, or not, they are
always treated by the author with inside knowledge and
loving understanding. This compassion and the con-
tinuous search for a deeper perception of times and
people, especially those of the Second World War sur-
vivors is amazing in a young man. There factors alone,
though very commendable, might not have been
enough to justify a publication.

What makes Serge Liberman a unique writer is his
superb command of the language and his sharp power
to relate the incidents and the characters to the reader.

His style varies, from very simple narrative to the
deeper philosophical approach.

‘Home is where the feet run most freely, and |

make my home anywhere, whenever there is dirt,

whenever there is dL_Jst’, \ .
says the young narrator in ‘The Two Years in Exile'.
This sentence takes us immediately into the world of a
boy whose confusion between home and the outside
world unfolds as the main theme of the story.

“The Kitchen’ is seen through the eyes of an elder
boy. The background is a boarding house, and the
kitchen, a meeting place of all its inhabitants.
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by Maria Lewitt

‘Through him, (Morris Nussbaum), the kitchen
became for me, peopled with Galicians, rabbis,
Uzbeks, peasants, black marketeers, and railway
guards and sometimes | fancied that | could feel
the iciness of a Siberian winter or smell the
typhus-ridden corpses in Novosibirsk or taste the
golden corn ripening in the Uzbek Spring.’

~ Serge Liberman can create the atmosphere almost
immediately. In ‘The Ghetto of T.’, the decay and the
remoteness of the place become palpable when we
read:

‘The number of people with guide-books and
cameras diminished. The sounds of living reced-
ed and, as if suddenly, | was in the heart of the
Ghetto. | found myself in a courtyard of cob-
blestone and shadow where there stood two
wells and a bronze tap from which water dribbled
upon the stone at its base. No one was to be seen
and there lingered the hollow silence of a temple.
Only the dripping tap disturbed the calm, and a
cat licking its paws in a doorway.

Sometimes, there is a tendency to over-
sentimentalise the characters, like in ‘Two Letters’, and
‘The Juggler’, but they are rather exceptions and Serge
Liberman, through his skill, manages to prevent the
stories from failing.

His talent shines in his ability to sum up the whole
theme in one telling sentence. In ‘Before the Law’, the
young law graduate thwarted by family pressure in his
attempts to become a writer reflects:

‘| had become a lawyer, yes, but | no longer loved
my father.’

A collection
recommended.

| would love to see a novel written by Serge Liber-
man which would allow him to expand and look at
life also from a more optimistic angle.

‘| would tear a page from my exercise book and
write, write words that to me were musical and
splendid and exalting, childishly maudlin words
that to my awareness sang with the rhythm and
lilt of poetic magic.’/‘The Kitchen."/

Please continue!

worth reading and highly
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Letters To The Editor

Below is printed a copy of a letter sent by Mr.
Moshe Ajzenbud to ““The Australian” in response to a
feature which appeared in its Arts pages.

Sir/Madam,

The Weekend Australian of 11-12 April published
an interview by Andrew McKay with the playwright
Ron Elisha.

The interview gives the impression that a certain
episode — the “trial’’ in an Elsternwick hall provides the
most significant clue to an understanding on Ron
Elisha’s literary career.

As one of the organisers and speakers at that func-
tion | wish to clarify some aspects of that so called ““lyn-
ching party”’.

In Eastern Europe the “literary trial” was a widely
accepted form of discussing newly published books or
plays, a form which gave an opportunity to a greater
number of readers and theatre patrons (as distinct from
professional critics) to express their opinions.

The ““trial” referred to in the interview was organis-
ed by the Jewish National Library and Cultural Centre
— “Kadimah’, a well known serious cultural institution
established 70 years ago. The function was held in its
own hall in Elsternwick. Some weeks before the “‘trial”’
a meeting was held to prepare the function. Present at
that meeting were Mr. Ron Elisha, Messrs, Svoray &
Ringelblum and myself. The roles of ““prosecutor’’, “ex-
perts’’ and “‘witnesses’’ were allocated, particulars as
to time allotment to the speakers, language used by
each (English or Yiddish) etc. were fully discussed. Ron
Elisha has not been tricked into his ““martyrdoom’’. We
invited him and gave him an opportunity to express his
viewpoint as a playwright. This task, however, was per-
formed by Mr. Lawlor rather than the playwright
himself and the audience listened to the former atten-
tively and respectfully.

Unfortunately, Ron Elisha in his contribution to the
proceedings assumed the role of an expert on Jewish
history, a role the audience felt, he was ill-equipped for.
What does he, born in Israel and brought up in a free
country like Australia know of our Eastern European
Jewish experience, and how well does he understand
the little he knows? The outrage of the audience was
not fuelled by the play (which, after all is not so "*hot’’)
but by Ron Elisha’s pronouncements on the lessons of
Jewish history, which he also repeated in the interview
with Andrew McKay — something has been "“wrong”’
with the Jews for 2000 years. Something is indeed
"'wrong’’ with us — our insistence on remaining Jews,
and it has been going on for more than 3000 years.
Many have tried to “‘rectify’’ this “‘wrong’’ attitude,
many still do. The inducements and methods may vary,
but the objective is always the same.

The “Kadimah’’ has provided Ron Elisha with a
forum to express his views on his literary work. He ac-
cepted the invitation but missed the opportunity.
Rather than admit to this failure he chose to present
himself as the victim of a “*kangaroo court”. It may be
good publicity, but it is far from the truth.

Yours faithfully,
M. Ajzenbud.
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SONG/FOR SAM

Mal Morgan
i of the
geneaology
of fixer fiddler
rabbi and tree
in heraldic mist
from over the hill
in the chagall print
where the winged cow
stares a bovine quiz
at the half-moon truth
in the blue
of a timeless sea
where my father bought a kid
for two farthings
which came to lay
on the golden plate
that the head of the baptist knew
where the philosophical lizard
blinked at the sun
in the distance of lightyears
from the mythical stars
when you and i were
daing it together
times several small
years ago
sam

MAKING A POEM

Frederick C. Parmee
‘No se sino las cosas que los pajaros pierdon’ Neruda
The forest is bright with birds
which from hidden branches
pattern the silence | walk in

birds of brilliant plumage
pecking at stray strands of the world
to make nests in inaccessible places

| know only the birds’ song
and only through their songs
there is nothing more

but | hearand | am

close and small as wayward birds
that move in rejection

of outstretched fingertips

flashes of ephemeral light
among the whispers of green shade
balanced intricacies of sound and motion

forces in shadow agaipst the sun
the forest spaces are filled
with their cries shrill and strident

Poet and catcher of songs

walk among these bright birds

but if you should capture one

know that its flight and song are done.
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WITH COMPLIMENTS FROM:

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
ESTHER "KADIMAH"
and ON ITS 70TH ANNIVERSARY
ALEC
NADELMAN Mr. Sam Pearl
WITHTIE BESTWISHES WITH COMPLIMENTS FROM:
’KADIMAH"* ON THE OCCASION Phillips Shirts
OF ITS 70TH ANNIVERSARY
Pty. Ltd.
* CLOTHING MANUFACTURERS

FAMILY
RUBIN KAUFMAN

274 Lit. Lonsdale Street
Melbourne. 3000
Phone 67-3000 67-4753
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