NG 4

LA
.

EPHRAIM BLUTH h

REV Sl LINK

MARIA LEWITT -

SERGE L. LIBER':MAN ‘

' KARLuDULDIG’- "‘

A swinﬁwsn

k,

St
= nok ABEL
. PAUL FORGASZ

| k]

:VI

L.

L PERETZ MAHKISH (Poem)

‘Independent Cultiral-Social Periadical

s
S s T R

P .." '- 3 o~ ¥ |/' :

'
e,
&

: CONTEMPORARY Al.)STRALIAN JEWS

‘ j’fusnAEL Sy OTHER WAR

."‘JEWISH L:lTHURGICAL MUSiQ — AN

ovEnptEw RS o

‘IDID IT ALL FOB YOU

: JEWISH ARTISTS OF AUSTRALIA
JACK KOSKIE. . %

Y

4

y ..r“,
Poa 1

“w
. B O

: FULFILMENT IR ',=,,ﬂ

' woam OF OUR. FATHEHS
BY lRVlNG HOWE (Book Revtew)

ln Thls Issue.,,..u_"- }':77"»"27

Rt o S

g E
k2 ‘
u"c:‘-'

i

pmce s; oo

: Pubished bx 'the

wisb Nauonal hbrary and Cﬂhurai (ome "Kadimah""

'}

'!)A

Melbourne Austraha

.

%

No 1 (12)

February 1978




“ORNTD, PYBRNDIND PORINSNI NN TPRIYRTION pw

ST, 11D IRT-PID BYY IR B LBING 8 ,1978 PP 0715 T NIRM™
IIPIPIND PMINPBOOY DRI PNYYD T

YU 66 °7
J1PRRTIRD Y37 nya%R yoyoay”

PVIP? WT DD IWPRBLEID DPT IPUBYBYRD DR IPIPVOIVINWN (1 BVTIRINL
SAIDRITINE PIIMPIoN
;DIROND (9PDINID TPT IR BN 10PN CYT IPIIBTRI (2
DPVIMYP TP B 19NN (3
D033 ST @

TINTBYPIINTN JOIRT BPWIMBRP [IRD WTIIBM 1D DYPIXRIMEI POPIVHY
DYT PN TS M APBYEY BWI BRMIBLYIPYD - AR, PR M
0’3 5 ,pyn wt12

JEWISH CULTURAL CENTRE AND NATIONAL LIBRARY “KADIMAH"

66th
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The 66th Annual General Meeting of the "Kadimah' will take place at the
Leo Fink Hall, 7 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick,
on Wednesday, March 15, 8 p.m.

BUSINESS:
Confirmation of Minutes of the previous Annual Meeting
Reception and Adoption of Annual Report and Balance Sheet
Election of Board of Management
. Any other business that may occur.

Note: Written nominations for Directors of the Board of Management should

be lodged at the office of the "Kadimah' not later than Sunday 12th March,
1978, 5 p.m.

Printed by York Press Pty. Ltd., 1-19 Hoddle Street, Abbotsford, for the Publisher
S. Goldstein, 7 Selwyn Street, Elst ernwick, Victoria, 3185, Australia
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Editorial
Contemporary
Australian Jews

BY SERGE I. LIBERMAN

It has long been this writer's belief that
the Jewish community possesses amongst
its members a wealth of talent and enter-
prise directed at ends less material and
self-interested than creative and utilitarian.
This belief was recently strengthened by the
publication by Rabbi Dr. Rudolf Brasch of a
book entitled *“Australian Jews of Today”.*
Unlike the earlier volumes by Peter Medding
(“From Assimilafion to Group Survival” and
“Jews in Australian Society”), this is not a
sociological study. Rather, it consists of a
series of pen-portraits of 34 Jews who have
become prominent in their particular fields,
the totality of which forms an impressive re-
cord and document indeed.

The book is a welcome eye-opener. Jews
have long congratulated themselves on their
contribution to the society around them and,
undoubtedly, with good reason. Business,
medicine, law are heavily endowed with
Jewish man-power. There are, too, we know
in a general way, Jewish artists, sculptors,
writers, architects, politicians. But the de-
tails, the prominent names and faces, escape
us. Ask any local Jew, or gentile, to name
Jews who have to some notable extent con-
tributed to Australian society and he would,
with probably little hesitation, point to John
Monash, Isaac Isaacs and Zelman Cowen.
Were he more aware, he might include in
his list such personages as Julius Stone,
Roy ‘Mo” Rene, Judy Cassab, George Drey-
fus, David Martin and Leo Port, but would
do so to the sad neglect of many other
illustrious characters who could well hold
the stage with those already mentioned.

* Rudolf Brasch: “Australian Jews of Today — and the
Role They Have Played". (Cassell Australia $19.95.)
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The “Melbourne Chronicle”, published
by the Jewish National Library and Cul-
tural Centre “Kadimah”, aims to deal
with cultural, communal, social, political
and religious issues of interest and rele-
vance to the Jewish community.
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In keeping with this aim, the “Mel-
bourne Chronicle” invites contributions
of articles, poetry, short stories, critiques
and reviews from all interested members
in the community. In particular, it seeks
to serve as an outlet for local creative
literary talent.

The opinions expressed by contributors
to the “Melbourne Chronicle” are their
own and do not necessarily represent the
views of the editorial committee or of the
Kadimah organisation.
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What Rabbi Brasch has done is to add
detail to impression or, as it were, flesh to
mere bone. And he has done this in a read-
able, entertaining and generous way, select-
ing as his subjects personalities from a wide
range of fields, some as unexpected as they
are unusual. So we read of Jewish speed-
way motorcycle champion Lionel Van Praag,
of entertainer, billiard-ball manipulator, ven-
triliquist and juggler Maurice Rooklyn, of
master-accordionist and raconteur Herbie
Marks, and of 89-year-old Women’s Rights
campaigner and recipient of the United
Nations Peace Medal, Ruby Rich-Schalit. We
read too of enterprising innovators — for
example, Maurice Kellerman who pioneered
and expanded the correspondence edu-
cation movement in Australia, Peter Karmel,
renowned now for his report on ‘“Schools
in Australia”, John Saunders, pioneer of
Australian shopping centre complexes and
Martin Selley of Selley’'s Handiman Bar fame.
And then there are celebrities in more con-
ventional fields of endeavour — medical men
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such as Jack Hansky who has furthered the
unders.anding of gastro-intestinal hormones,
Oscar Szmalzbach who has developed the
fieid of forensic psychiatry, Harry Seidler, a
revolutionary in modern architectural con-
struction, Asher Joel, public relations expert,
politician Sydney Einfeld and publisher Israel
Horwitz.

The men and women assembled here
form a motley crew. That is part of the
fascination of the book. Another is their
diverse nature as Jews. No particular “type”
holds the limelight exclusively. Well-estab-
lished, long-settled Australian Jews such as
Major-General Paul Cullen and Dr. Maurice
Joseph are in the company of post-war
immigrants such as Judy Cassab, David
Martin, Oscar Szmalzbach. Some are pro-
fessed free-thinkers, others observant Jews;
some are already well-assimilated into their
surroundings, others consciously, willingly,
straddle bo:h the Jewish and the secular.
No two are alike. But what they do share

is a single mindedness of purpose, a capa-
city for hard work, the conviction that Aus-
tralia is their home and a sense — to quote
Rabbi Brasch — that ‘“no matter who or
what you are and where you came from,
if you are good at your job and genuine,
you can reach the top".

Although the auihor states that the book
was not meant to show how good Jews are
to Australia, that remains nonetheless one
of the conclusions that as a Jew one is
tempted to draw. What also emerges clear-
ly throughout the book is the awareness of
the freedom, the security, the openness and,
ultimately, the receptivity to new ideas which
Australia offers those with the will, talent
and imagination to create something worth-
while — a theme elaborated in a previous
editorial in this journal. )

Rabbi Brasch has written a pleasing, en-
joyable and edifying book which already

hints at a sequel.
January 1978,
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Israel's Other War

BY EPHRAIM BLUTH*

The movement toward a renewed Geneva
Conference and the ever-present threat of
yet another convulsive outbreak of war in the
Middle East have served to maintain the pro-
minence accorded to Israel’s security priori-
ties. But as the drastic economic measures
introduced in the waning days of October
have once again illustrated, |Israel faces a
formidable task in its struggle for economic
self-sufficiency — Israel’s other war.

The major economic problem which con-
fronts Israel is twofold: A severe deficit in its
balance of payments, coupled with a critical
inflationary spiral. The two are curiously
intermingled in a contradictory fashion. That
is, each tends to contribute toward a worsen-
ing of the other — yet their respective solu-
tions appear to be mutually exclusive.

BALANCE OF PAYMENTS DEFICIT

A country’s balance of payments can be
likened to a household budget. If your pur-
chases (imports) exceed your income (ex-
ports), then your household budget is in the
red — and, if you were a country, you would

* “Ephraim Bluth, a Senior Economist at the Ministry
of Finance in Jerusalem, is presently working as
Aliya Shaliach in Melbourne, and can be reached
at the Beth Weizmann Community Centre.”

have a deficit in your balance of payments,
If your household budget was out of whack,
you could help balance it in one of three
ways. You could get another job or have
your wife enter the job market — thus in-
creasing your income; or you could solicit
gifts from your friends and relatives; or you
could borrow enough to cover the difference,
This, of course, assumes that you could not
reduce your purchases in any appreciable
way. ;

Israel does all three. In a continuing effort
to increase ‘“‘income’ (exports), Israel offers
its manufacturers significant benefits and
subsidies to encourage production for export
and attempts (not always with success) to
maintain a high level of wages in export-
oriented industries, so as to attract a larger
work force.

These efforts notwithstanding, the deficit
in Israel’s balance of payments does not per-
mit the luxury of long-term solutions, Import
bills must be paid now — so Israel turns to
its friends and relatives for help. Contribu-
tions from World Jewry, German Reparations
and direct grants-in-aid from the United
States; as well as economic and military
credits from the U.S.A., the European Econo-
mic Community, the International Monetary
Fund and the International Banking Com-
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munity are the sources of finance Israel de-
pends upon.

But for how long can Israel rely upon
the ability of its allies to finance its deficit?
Recognition of the inter-relationship between
the economic and the political dependence
upon the United States has had a sobering
effect on Israel’s leadership, as today’s news-
papers clearly show.

Although they succumb to the urgent
need to beg and borrow at every oppor-
tunity, Israel’'s economic strategists from all
sides of the political spectrum are neverthe-
less united in their belief that the necessary
Improvement in the balance of payments
(and the subsequent reduction in dependence
upon the United States) can only occur
through a long-term programme to restrain
imports and to simultaneously expand ex-
ports.

The key to such a programme has always
been to maintain the profitability of exports,
relative to the sale of the same commodity
on the local market. Thus, if faced with a
choice to sell his wares in Israel or abroad,
the lIsraeli manufacturer will always choose
the more profitable avenue — and Govern-
ment policy has been to ensure that his
choice will be export.

In order to manipulate the market forces
so as to produce the desired results, Israel’s
economic planners have used two main
weapons: the rate of exchange and direct
subsidy of export. The recent decision of
the Israeli Government to float the Lira and,
at the same time, cancel export subsidies
is not so much a departure from existing
policy, as it is a refinement which has been
long overdue.

INFLATION

The Government’s struggle to reduce the
deficit in the balance of payments has been
complicated by a spiralling rate of inflation.
As explained previously, the expansion of
exports depends largely upon the mainten-
ance of the profitability of exports — relative
to the prices a producer could obtain for
his wares on the local Israeli market. When
prices in Israel continue to reach higher and
higher plateaus, the effect is to reduce the
attractiveness of export sales. Why should
any lIsraeli producer sell his goods abroad,
if he can realise a similar or at times even
a higher profit on the local market? Why,
indeed?

Due to the high rate of inflation (which
ballooned to 54% in 1975, fell to 38% in
1976 and will probably reach 35-36% in
1977), Israel’s economic architects have re-
sorted to periodic devaluations to counter-

act the debilitating effect inflation has on
export profitability. This devaluation strategy
was refined in 1975 and frequent mini-
devaluations took the place of periodic
massive alterations in the formal rate of
exchange.

Now, with the institution of the float, the
Israeli Lira will probably undergo almost daily
fluctuaiions; but as long as inflation remains
high, these fluctuations will almost certainly
be in one direction only — downward. It
is a curious, but unhappy fact that while de-
valuations (large or small) do indeed correct
an imbalance in the short-term, they also
tend to worsen inflation. This, in effect,
negates a major portion of the advantage
exporis derive from a devaluation.

This is true because Israel, as a country
poor in natural resources, is largely depen-
dent upon the import of raw materials for
manufacture. In fact, it has been estimated
by Israel’s Central Bureau of Statistics that up
to 65% of all Israel’'s export is derived from
the direct import of raw materials. Although
devaluations make exports more profitabie,
it also makes imports more expensive. Since
imporis comprise nearly two-thirds of Israel’s
exports, devaluations therefore increase pro-
duction costs which are then passed on to
the consumer in the form of increased prices.
Devaluation, then, only worsens inflation —
which leads to ano'her devaluation and
further inflation. No export-oriented pro-
gramme can never be successful, if the de-
bilitating effects of inflation are ignored.

If one then jumps to the conclusion that
the solution to Israel’s balance of payments
deficit is directly linked to the reduction of
its inflationary rate to a manageable single
digit, one wouldn’t be far from the truth.
Unfortunately, the solution is not that simple
and clear-cut. | indicated at the outset that
Israel’s two major economic problems have
solutions which are somewhat contradictory.
| have already shown how devaluation, when
applied as a solution to a payments deficit,
worsens inflation. Well, it works in reverse
as well.

A classical remedy for inflation is to cut
down on demand (consumption) and the
classical tried-and-true method to accomplish
this is to put people out of work. Even if
we ignore for a moment the social implica-
tions of such a recessionist policy in a
Socialist State such as Israel, the implications
of such a course of action for the balance
of payments are disastrous.

Despite any declarations you may have
heard to the contrary, there is no such thing
as a ‘“‘selective” recession. Recessions of
any nature, Government-inspired or other-
wise, hit all sectors of the economy and
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export-oriented industries are not immune in
any way. Were Israel 1o embark upon a
course of action against inflation which would
cause widespread unemployment, one of its
direct results would be a sharp reduction in
exports. The solution to Israel’s balance of
payments deficit lies not only in its success-
ful fight against inflation, but also in a
broadening of the export-based industries —
and a ‘“controlled” recession would clearly
work against this. Israel’s experiment in
1965-67 to produce the same result has only
convinced today’s economists that such a
course of action would work against Israel’s
best interests.

Of course, there are many who find that
a chief cause of inflation in Israel is the
Government itself. This is largely true and
in recent years the large and growing deficit
in the Government budget has only led to
what is commonly called ‘“the printing of
money’’ to cover deficit spending.

Furthermore, the practical remedy to in-
flation by reducing consumption is only valid
if one is dealing with a Demand - Pull in-
flationary cycle. That is, if excess demand
over supply is causing producers to raise
prices in an effort to maximise profits. Un-
fortunately, Israel’s inflationary spiral is at
least partly the result of a Cost-Push cycle,
since so much of the necessary raw materials
are imported from other countries, where in-
flation is also a problem which just won'’t
go away.

WHAT TO DO?

In short, Israel’s economic dilemma is a
truly difficult one. Its two major problems,
inflation and the payments deficit, tend to
work against each other and their respective
solutions are at odds.

What, then, are the options open to the
Israeli Government? What should be the
basic guidelines for an enlightened economic
policy which can correct the present situa-
tion?

First of all, it must be stated very clearly
that none of the alternate solutions can be
viewed as an easy way out. There are no
easy answers and every solution entails some
economic sacrifice on the part of all Israelis.
Second, the effect of any economic policy
will not be uniform throughout the economy
and certain economic sectors will be ad-
versely affected to a larger extent than
others. Similarly, certain groups of people
are likely to absorb a sharper blow than
others. There is simply no way to ensure
uniform application of economic measures.

There are methods, however, which can
compensate for an unequal sharing of the

economic burden and the Israeli wage sys-
tem already incorporates many of them. |
refer to child endowment payments, wel-
jarc payments to needy families and social
cecurity benefits to the elderly, the unemploy-
ed and the retired which can somewhat com-
pensate specific families for a loss in pur-
chasing power. | also refer to the enlighten-
ed use of a progressive tax system which
can absorb purchasing power from the higher
income groups, although | would argue force-
fully against the abuse of the tax system
by those who would invoke punitive tax
measures against the high-income earners.

But despite these possible measures to
mitigate the effects of an austerity pro-
gramme, some belt-tightening by Israelis is
the obvious and unavoidable conclusion.

The major thrust of the required economic
policy is to maintain economic growth at a
stable but moderate rate, but clearly this is
to be an export-led growth only. The ex-
pansion of export is to be achieved by a
two-pronged effort. On the one hand, the
profitability of export must be maintained
and the present system of the floating Lira
is a self-adjusting one which has worked
admirably in other countries. Early indica-
tions following its introduction in Israel show
that the Banks and the public have adapted
well to the new system. If the response of
major international financial institutions to
the Israeli float is an indication, then the
recent change augurs well for the future.
(One punster was heard to remark that the
Israeli Lira is no longer sinking — now it's
floating.)

It must be remembered that the value of
the Israeli Lira, relative to other currencies,
will now be determined by the international
monetary community and not by the arbitrary
fiat of the Government. Market forces will
be the primary influence and continued in-
flation in Israel will certainly be reflected in
a coniinued adjustment of the Lira; that is,
its continued devaluation.

The float should, therefore, act as a built-
in check against the reduction of export pro-
fitability — since inflationary pressures will,
as a matter of course, be translated into a
lower exchange rate by an ever-watchful
banking community.

The second prong of the export expan-
sion programme is the broadening of the
export-based industries and those which pro-
duce substitutes for imports, now suddenly
too expensive due to a vastly uneconomic
rate of exchange. The recent changes in
foreign currency regulations should also pro-
vide the impetus for more foreign invest-
ment, as does the recent Common Market
decision to remove tariff barriers on Israeli
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products. The opportunity to make signifi-
cant inroads into European markets via Israel
has already attracted many investors and the
momentum is on the upswing.

Concurrent with the increase in exports
is the restraint of inflation — but not through
a policy designed to put workers on the
sireet. The required reduction in consump-
tion can be affected through additional taxes,
but there are already indications that Israelis
are over-taxed as it is. On the other hand,
the Government's deficit budget is clearly
inflationary and ought to be reduced or
eliminated — but such a step involves either
increased taxes (which is unlikely) or a lower
level of Government services (which is un-
desirable).

Actually, the Government has already
moved in a direction which both decreases
the budgetary deficit and also restrains con-
sumption. The large-scale cuts in Govern-
ment subsidies on the basic food commodi-
ties serve to limit Government spending (thus
negating the need for extra taxes) and also
serve to force families to re-allocate their
household budgets to include a larger pro-
portion of money spent on essentials (thus
reducing consumption on non-essentials).
Curiously, the cut-backs in subsidies on basic
commodities have the immediate effect of
raising prices — but the long-term effect is
to control inflation through decreased con-
sumption and a lowering of real living stan-
dards, especially when coupled with a policy
aimed at restraining credit — which was
further tightened as part of the economic
policy introduced in late October.

However, the key to the Government’s
attempts to reduce inflation through cuts in
consumption is a policy designed to induce
savings on the part of individuals and in-
stitutions, thus cutting down the money
supply. Several savings schemes have
already produced encouraging results, but
an interesting goal of the recent liberalisa-
tion of foreign currency regulations is to
increase savings even further. New regu-
lations permitting Israelis to buy and deposit
foreign currency in Israeli Banks are likely
to induce thousands of Israelis to do just
that. The average Israeli will buy dollars
as a hedge against the float and against in-
flation, but by doing so he will be removing
money from circulation and the contraction
of the money supply is Israel's main weapon
against inflation.

The fear that such a mass move to the
dollar will worsen lIsrael’s dollar reserves is
unfounded, since the dollars Israelis will buy
will almost certainly remain in Israeli Banks.
In fact, it is expected that the new liberalisa-
tion will not only do away with the previously

illegal practice on the part of Israelis to de-
posit their foreign currency in European
banks, but will actually induce them to bring
their capital back to Israel. This has, in fact,
already begun.

In conclusion, | would only reiterate that
the fiscal measures introduced by the Likud-
led coalition are only a refinement and a
continuation of policies initiated by its Labor-
led predecessor. Can such a policy succeed?
Can inflation be reduced, while at the same
time achieving a significant reduction in the
balance of payments deficit? If the past
several years can be our guide, then the
answer is a definite “‘yes”’.

The fact is that the deficit has been re-
duced from a peak of U.S.$4,000 million in
1975, to U.S.$3,200 million in 1976 and to
a projected U.S.$2,800 million in 1977. At the
same time, inflation dropped from 54% in
1975 to 38% in 1976 and, were it not for the
measures introduced in October 1977, would
have reached no higher than 28% in 1977.
It should be noted that, in real terms,
imports have remained fairly stable for three
consecutive years — while exports, again in
real terms, have moved ahead significantly.
While things are far from rosy, the only con-
clusion is that the economic policy pursued
by successive Governments since the Yom
Kippur War has produced the desired result
— but not without sacrifice by the Israeli
population. The prognosis for the future is
for further sacrifice, but also for further pro-
gress. Barring an outbreak of war (G-d
forbid), Israel's payments deficit and its rate
of inflation will both look less foreboding one
year from now.
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Jewish Liturgical Music

— An Overview
BY REV. S. LINK*

In order to outline some of the important
features of our Liturgical Music we have to
first look at the definition of the term
“Music”. According to the dictionary, Music
is the art of expressing or stirring emotion
by melodious and harmonious combination
of sounds. How true is this definition with
regard to our Synagogue Music! In Syna-
gogue song the individual and the congre-
gation both appeal to G-d by means ot the
Spoken word. Prayer has to express a wide
range and scale of human feelings; Joy,
Praise, Thanksgiving, Sadness etc. Hence
on different occasions during the year the
Synagogue music changes.

Yom Tov (Pesach, Shavuot, Succot) —
Joyful

Three Weeks, Sefirah, Tisha B'av —
Sad (Minor Key)

Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur —
Serious

Firstly, let us trace back a little to the
music as it was in the very olden days.

In the days of the Temple, not only was
the singing of the Levites an integral part
of the service but we find that musical in-
struments were used to assist in the Temple
worship. The Levites received formal train-
ng in the singing of the Praises of G-d.

In the first centuries after the destruction
of the Temple in Jerusalem, it seemed that
music was doomed to be silenced forever
among the Jewish people. Already before
the destruction, secular music was consider-
ed a bad influence on the people. Greek
songs especially were regarded as harmful,
and the spiritual leaders tried to fight against
it by urging the people to sing religious
songs at all festivities.

After the destruction, all instrumental
music, even for religious purposes, was pro-
hibited, as a sign of national mourning. It
is no wonder, that in the first centuries that
the music was simple and was only tolerated
in religious song.

The music served only to interpret the
text; hence it was limited in its form. Much
stress was laid also on unison congregational
singing “in one tone, with one mouth and
* Reverend Steven Link is Cantor at the St Kilda

Hebrew Congregation.

in one tune’”. There was a syllabic rhythm
based on accentuated words. Indeed, there
was no stimulus to the creation of strict
rhythm.

As to the actual Ashkenazic Synagogue
music it is quite natural that motives of
German folk song and sacred song crept into
the song of the Synagogue in Germany.
Especially since the development of the
Minnesong (11th-14th Century) — sung by
Minnesinger or poet-musicians — in which
art- Jews took part, it was inevitable that
German music should leave its impress upon
the song of the Jewish people, that the spirit
of the Jew should be imbued with the musical
scale and style of his surrounding.

Thus a new style and type of music was
created in the course of time, a Judeo-
German song, which became the genuine ex-
pression of the German Jew. Here for the first
time since the Hellenistic period two con-
flicting elements met and were merged and
moulded into one. In such cases, the
stronger element usually gains supremacy.
Here, both being powerful, gave birth to a
new creation: the unique ‘‘Ashkenazic song”,
while the Oriental Synagogue, continuing to
draw musical nourishment from Semitic-
Oriental sources, was spared a similar clash.

Aside from the tunes of metrical texts, i.e.
of poetry, the Ashkenazim created special
tunes for several prose-texts of the old
prayers. Indeed, in the Ashkenazic Synago-
gue, these texts are chanted in the same
modes in the daily service. However, for
religious reasons the idea was conceived
by the Ashkenazic Rabbis, to express the
significance of every holy day by distinctive
tunes, and to consecrate special melodies
to each occasion in order to create the dis-
tinctive atmosphere for that day.

To achieve that aim, the regular daily
prayers were set to special tunes or modes
for various distinguished days, with the aim
of giving tonal expression to the underlying
idea of the day by a LEADING MOTIVE or
mode or tune assigned to it. Thus, the lead-
ing motives for the New Year express re-
verence and awe for the Day of Judgment;
those for the Day of Atonement — plead-
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ing and contrition; those for the Pilgrim
Festivals — joy and hope, liberty, exultation
and thanksgiving; those for the day of the
Destruction of the Temples express mourn-
ing; and so on.

Upon entering the house of worship on
one of these days, the Jew was inspired by
the dominating mode or melody which re-
minded him of the purpose of the day.

Of course, it is impossible and futile to
pass judgment as to whether these tunes
are capable of calling forth in our days the
ideas and sentiments they are supposed to
express, since so many centuries have pass-
ed from the time of their creation, and inas-
much as they have become traditional to the
Ashkenazim, deeply rooted in their soul and
associated with religious sentiments in
general and with holy days in particular.
The fact that only these out of many tunes
became traditional and popular would point
to their combination of Jewish and German
material as the reason for their preservation.
Those tunes were selected which appeal-
ed to the German-Jewish taste. They were
singled out of a multitude of tunes which
the Chazzanim or Cantors throughout the
centuries attempted to introduce into the
Synagogue and into the prayers.

The idea of special modes and tunes for
prayers in prose to be used on holidays is
not an original Ashkenazic one, for the
Oriental Synagogue, too, practises the same
custom. Yemenites have a special mode for
the New Year and Day of Atonement, the
Sefardim use also a special mode for the
High holydays. Once these modes were set
down it now became important for this music
to be presented in a fine manner in the
Synagogue. It was now time for the Chazan
or Cantor to arise and to utilise this beauti-
ful music and to beautify the actual Syna-
gogue service.

The Eastern Chazzanim of the first half
of the 19th century were classified into two
groups. One group consisted of Chazzanim
who had fine voices combined with a mar-
velous talent of performance, and were at
the same time gifted composers. The other
group was made up of gifted composers
and choir leaders who had poor or no vocal
ability. This second group often were com-
pelled to function as Chazzanim because
there was no other position for a musician
created in the framework of the Synagogue.

The Chazzanim of the first group created
schools of their own not only by their original
music but also by their original method of
performance. There were those who creat-
ed selections in fixed forms, in tunes; but
for the most part they founded their strength

upon their free spontaneous song, improvis-
ed while they conaucted the service. As a
result of the latter practice, in the course
of time certain motives and melodic curves,
modulations and coloraiura passages and
embellishments became distinctive of their
chant. And thus an individual style was creat-
ed, crystallised during a lifelong improvi-
satory singing. The style of the individual
was copied by his ‘“singers’ and admirers.

The reason for this type of procedure
was that the reading and writing of music
had been unknown to the greatest number
of Eastern Chazzanim, during the first half
of the 19th century. They just held their
compositions in their mind, and had trained
their ‘“singers” accordingly. It then rested
with the singers to remember the composi-
tions improvised by the Chazzanim while
they were officiating.

It is difficult to imagine the musical char-
acter of early Chazzanut. One can however,
attempt to demonstrate the common features
of Oriental and European Chazzanim of today
with comparable gentile melodies taken as
a control group. The Chazzan had to com-
mand a good measure of musical creative-
ness. He does not reproduce only a pre-
conceived piece of music, but also must
give final shape to the general outlines of
a theme by an improvisation of his own. In
this way the Stanza of a Piyyut (Poem) may
develop in a series of variations on the basic
traditional theme.

The musical tradition in Chazzanut
means a melodic pattern to be followed, the
choice of a specific scale which is repre-
sentative of a certain mood, or a stock of
motives to be arranged and rearranged in
changing melodic structures. The most
ancient heritage of Jewish music cannot be
confined to bar lines or enclosed in a frame-
work of symmetric phrases. Its rhythm is free,
as is the Hebrew poetry of the time.

The Piyyui as sung art-poetry demanded
the expertise of a gifted soloist, especially
when the singer himself was expected to
compose both text and tune. A lay precentor
could hardly continue to fulfil such a task.
It is surmised that the early paytanim per-
formed their creations themselves, having
also composed or adapted the melody. It
was at this period in the last quarter of the
first millennium, that the new function of the
professional solo singer came into existence
— presently the well-known figure called the
Chazzan.

It may be said that Chazzanut implies
the free evolution of a melodic line. The
tune therefore proceeds by seconds and
other small steps while leaping intervals are
avoided.
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As to the Sefardi type of music one sees
that it developed in two parallel lines; one
accompanying bodily motions, such as
marching, laboring and dancing, for which
it had to mark strict rhythm; and the other,
the recitative, independent of bodily motions,
serving only as an interpretation of the text.
Some peoples, notably the Orientals, such
as the Hindus, Arabs and Jews considered
the free music, the modes, superior to the
rhythmical; while Northern European nations
developed the rhythmical music to a high
degree, neglecting the modal type altogether.

Fixed forms of worship were considered
by the Jewish sages of old to restrict the
free stream of our sentiments. Free, im-
provised prayers, such as were customary
in Jewish worship, without artistic forms of
meter and rhyme, could not be intoned in
free, improvised modal music. This circum-
stance and the general Oriental inclination
to unrhythmical song explain the predomin-
ance of the modal form in the Synagogue;
while the complete absence of rhythmical
music was due to the abolition of bodily
movements and percussive instruments in the
service.

The lack of the rhythmical element, though
that element was considered inferior, was
certainly intuitively felt by the people all
along. But as in so many other and similar
circumstances in history, there was needed
a stimulus from without to help the inner
longer to express itself.

The Arabs, as a Semitic-Oriental people,
were not different from the Jews in their
preference for modal i.e. recitative music.
Gradually the Arabic type of verse and music
was introduced not only into Jewish secular
life but also into the Synagogue, so that by
the 10th century we find poetry in Arabic
meter together with Arabic melodies in the
Synagogual services in Babylonia, Syria,
Morocco and Spain. An exception to this
tendency to fall into the influence of rhythm,
we find in the Yemenite Jews, who, though
living in Arabic environment, accepted very
few Arabic melodies. They seldom employ
rhythmical music in the Synagogue song.
They recite even those poems in the ritual
which are based upon Arabic meter in the
same traditional modes employed for the
ancient prayers. On the other hand, in their
home songs (though these are religious in
content) they have a rich treasury of melodies
in strict rhythm, because these are accom-
panied by hand-clapping, dancing, and the
beating of rhythm on the drums. This type
of music is also characteristic of the music
of the Persian Jews.

It is therefore quite obvious that the
Arabic meter, though it opened the way for

rhythmical music in the Synagogue, did not
remain the only moulding and determining
creative power of rhythmical song. Rhythmi-
cal music, once established in the Synagogue,
gained more and more ground; and rooted
itself in Jewish song. It was Arabic tunes
which were first adopted for the Hebrew
poems based upon Arabic meter. This very
procedure of adopting tunes, originally set
to OTHER texts developed in the people an
appreciation of the MUSICAL value of the
melodies, apart from the text.

Frequently, the poets would be inspired
by a certain melody to write a poem accord-
ing to its rhythm; others would adjust their
verses to favourite tunes then in vogue, even
when the poetical meter did not exactly fit
the musical rhythm. There were many in-
stances of attractive tunes originally set for
secular texts to which some Rabbis, in their
zeal to prevent the people from singing
words of doubtful morals, would supply sub-
stitute texts of religious content, imitating
the meter and even the sounds of the vowels
of the secular texts.

The custom of adopting tunes from the
local Arabic or other music made a breach
in the unity of Synagogue song. But since
poets arose in various localities who com-
posed poems, they selected local tunes for
their products, or composed tunes in the style
of the music of the people of their environ-
ment.

Nonetheless we find a number of tunes
common in the various Sefardic communi-
ties in the East and the West, though with
some variations.

In the phlegmatic Orient, the Synagogue
song of the Sefardic-Oriental communities
remained stagnant. Only the Italian Jews
were stirred by the Italian Renaissance to
renewed activity and creation; and this, in-
deed, for a short time only, leaving their
attempt to be continued by the youngest and
strongest of all Jewish groups — the Ash-
kenazim.

Some of the most beautiful music that
was ever written for the Synagogue has been
lost over the years due to the fact that we
do not hear them anymore in the Synagogue
services. Unless there is a Shule with a
Choir most of these compositions are not
sung. Such great composers as Lewandow-
ski, Sulzer, Naumbourg, Nowakowski, Duna-
jewski cannot be appreciated. There is a
great wealth of written music which has
never even been performed and may never
be performed as the Modern-Day Chazzan
has the ability and capacity to create his
own beautiful interpretation of the written
texts.
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| Did

1t All

For You

BY MARIA LEWITT

Auntie Anna was out when | returned
home from work. The table was prepared
for our evening meal, the house was tidy
as usual, but it was empty and cold.

| suppressed my uneasiness and put
potatoes to boil. Soon the fireplace was
generously distributing warmth.

| heard my husband at the door. He had
never opened the lock in one go yet. That
fiddling of his irritates me or makes me
sentimental, depending on my mood. “Won't
you ever learn how to open your own door?”

“What's biting you?”

“Aunt isn’t home.”

He said nothing but looked at me in a
concerned way. ‘“Don’t worry, she'll be back
soon. She’s not a little girl, she has right
to go out if she wanted. You mother her
too much.”

“At least | have someone to mother” |
snapped and was immediately sorry because
Ron wanted children as much as | did and
my answer didn’t actually come into the cate-
gory of fair play. | was all right before Ron
came home, now | had to use all my will
power and not to start crying.

“Don’t worry.” Ron put his arms around
me and kissed me; little running up and down
kisses which made me feel better. ‘“She’ll
be back before we finish our meal, you'll
see.”

He was right too. Before | had a chance
to clear the dishes away, my aunt was back
home.

“Where have you been? Why didn’t you
let me know?”’

Anna stood like a school girl in front of
a headmistress. | poured some soup for her.

She sat down quietly, her eyes shifting
from me to Ron, her hands unsteady, spill-
ing the soup back into the plate.

“lI went to the pictures” the apologetic
intonation of her voice made me feel uneasy.

“What have you seen?”

“What have | seen? Some war picture.
You think they can show me something new?
| know it all.”

“You shouldn’t have gone. It always up-
sets you, brings back your memories!”’

“Brings back memories? What memories?
There is nothing in my life now, nothing in
my future. All | have are memories.”

“How could you say a thing like that?
You have us, we love you!”

“How- could | say a thing like that, you
love me. | know, | know. | also know you
would be better off without me.”

“Oh auntie, without you we’d be lost!”
exclaimed Ron.

“Without you we couldn’t have a house.
| couldn’t possibly go to work™, | added.

Anna looked at us. The eagerness of our
voices made her feel reassured, so she smil-
ed at us, a bleak smile, but a smile.

That night | tossed in bed, | couldn’t
settle down thinking about the time when
aunt stepped into my life. It was during the
war. My parents were sent to the concen-
tration camp. At that time | didn’t even know
what it meant, but | cried, because aunt Anna
was crying. She promised never to leave me
and kept on repeating that | was her little
girl for ever and ever.

When Ron and | met, she wanted to go
on her own but we didn't let her. My feel-
ings towards Ron gained strength because
of his attitude to the whole complicated
situation. The three of us migrated to Aus-
tralia and continued as a family unit here.

Our life was normal, except that we didn’t
have any children. It didn’t worry us when
we were young but lately it became a source
of a constantly throbbing sorrow.

Bo:h of us, Ron and | worked while aunt
Anna made our life easier by staying at
home. She cleaned, cooked and tried very
hard not to be in our way. But everytime
someone invited us, the same story repeated
itself. She would refuse to go with us, mak-
ing us feel guilty for leaving her at home
on her own.

“Don’t mind me. Go out, enjoy yourself.
Who am 1? Just an old aunt. Why should
you spoil your outing? You don’'t have to
think of me, think what is better for you. |
am used to being alone.”

Her words created uneasiness and on
such days aunt’'s comb and hair brush,
clogged with her grizzled hair were out of
place in our tiny bathroom.

Ron usually used aunt’s dentures as an
outlet for his irritation.

““Can’'t she keep her false teeth in her
own room? Do | always have to look at
them?”’
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The dentures laughted at us from the
depth of the glass, some food particles float-
ing around them. | always tried to avert my
eyes from them, but on occasions like these
Ron’s explosion forced me to look at them
objectively.

“What do you want me to do? | am not
going to hurt her Ron.”

“Go, talk to her! Tell her anything, tell
her that her dentures feel lonely and neglect-
ed left behind in the bathroom,” Ron shout-
ed in a whisper, the veins protruding in
anger, disfigured his whole face. “l can’t
even shout in my own house. Do some-
thing!”

“Just as well you are restricted in your
outbursts” was all | managed to say. | knew
that Ron was right, | also knew that Anna
had a right to keep her false teeth wherever
she wanted.

Anna’s expedition to the pictures left me
with uneasiness; it wasn’t like her. For the
next few days | watched her closely, listened
to every word she said.

“You must be out of your head, my girl!”
Ron wasn’t concerned.

Things went back to normal. After work
Anna greeted me with a smile, a delicious
meal and a flow of words which were bottled
up in her for the whole, lonely day. And as
before, Ron would join in for a short while,
say a few words and then go and find a
refuge in front of TV, or in his papers. |
too, kept glancing longingly at telly, wishing
that Anna would take a hint and go to bed
sooner.

“You can’t trust them’, Anna’s voice had
some new overtones.

“You can’t trust who?" It was my turn
to reply with a question.

“You can’t trust Australians. They are
jealous of us. They don't like us. Take my
word, the same thing will happen to us here.
| am glad you haven’t got any children.”

| look at her in panic, searching frantically
for the right words. “What are you talking
about? Nothing will happen to us here.
Who put those silly ideas into your head?
You shouldn’t even think like this. We are
safe here.”

Anna stood up, looked at me in a “know-
ing” way and while leaving the kitchen said:
“You will see,” her voice was prophetic and
made me shudder.

Next day Anna was enigmatic. To my
many questions she replied ‘“yes”, or
“mmmm’. | worried about her most of the
night and was mad with Ron because he
slept well and didn’t share my apprehension.

After a few peaceful days Anna greeted
me from the kitchen: “They hate us!” There
was some satisfaction in her statement. “I
was going on a train. ...”

“What train, auntie? When did you go?”
She didn’t even hear me.

“A man was sitting there and he said
that soon there won’t be any water left in
Australia because the migrants will use it
all!” Anna’s eyes were overbright, her hair
tousled, her tone vicious. She gesticulated,
started past me and when her eyes met mine
| turned my head away. Her glare hurt me.
| put my arms around her.

“It's all right auntie. Nothing to worry
about. It was an isolated case. The man
was obviously drunk, or something.”

At first Anna's body was stiff, then
gradually her head dropped to my shoulder
and her tears wet my blouse.

Both Ron and | were shocked. Ron wiped
her tears using his own hanky and for a
moment | visualised him with a child he
never had and | cried too.

Anna wept for a long time. She gabb[ed
some words, but they were mixed up with
sobs and lamentation, and we couldn’t under-
stand what she really meant. We put her to
bed. | was shocked to see how small she
was and it reminded me of the time when
she used to put me to bed.

“Don’t worry” she moaned. “Who needs
a rest? What are you talking about? Doctor!
Who needs a doctor?” She put on a brave
face before we left her room.

That night Ron didn’t tell me that | am
unreasonable. We spent the night worry-
ing and fearing for Anna together.

Next morning | rang our doctor and got
an appointment for aunt in five days’ time.

Ron couldn’t open the door when we
arrived home that evening.

“Won’t you ever learn how to open your
own door?” | had enough of his clumsiness.

“| can’t open the door,” Ron said it very
slowly. Then he called out: ‘Auntie, are you
home? It's us, Ron and Rena!”

We shouted and we hammered, running
from front door to the back. The windows
were all closed, the curtain drawn. But
there was some movement inside.

“Open up auntie, open up!”

“You won't get me this time!” Anna’s
voice was strange, unfriendly and threaten-
ing. “l know you, you fascists! Get out, get
out! You won’t get me.”

We heard some rumbling and hitting and
then silence.
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“Auntie? ... Auntie? ..."”

No reply. Ron was the first to shake off
the impact of all these words and tumult
and stillness.

“Go next door and call the doctor imme-
diately!”

The doctor promised to come ‘“‘as soon
as possible”. My neighbour looked at me
with compassion.

“Call us any time. We're here next
door, remember any time.” | thanked her
and regretted that Anna couldn’t have heard
what was said. | went home alone feeling
that it was something between auntie and us.

Meanwhile Ron managed to enter the
house after smashing the panel of the back
door. He called me from the inside. The
front door was already ajar. | pushed my
way through. Ron was pulling the barricade
down to make the entrance free.

Anna was sitting on the floor watching
Ron. She looked exhausted and her eyes
were weary. She rocked to and fro.

“You will regret it. . . . You will regret
it. . .. You will see. They will come after
us | know. | want to protect you. One day
they will come. . .. | did it all for you . . .”

| sat beside her and stroked her hair.
Her arms and hands were sore, scratched,
her dress torn. She was so small and old.
How did she manage to pile almost all our
furniture in front of the door? | was trying
to understand what made her do it when she
pushed me away.

“Who are you?” Her eyes full of fear
and suspicion alarmed me.

“Please trust me. | love you.”
me nurse her again.

The doctor came soon after and had a
lengthy conversation with Ron. Anna paid
but a little attention to him. She leaned over
me and let me kiss her sore hands. The
doctor gave her an injection. She fell asleep
almost immediately. Ron carried her to bed
and the doctor advised me not to undress
her because she would be safer and better
in the hospital. | feared it all the time, my
last, weak protests were lost in the realistic
world of Ron and the doctor.

The ambulance arrived, the doctor re-
assured me ‘“‘there is nothing to worry about.
Anna’s phobia should go away with the help
of drugs. The fact that she can't speak
English doesn’t really matter, nobody could
reach her in her present state of mind any-
way.” Before he left he promised me to look
after Anna well.

All of a sudden there was silence and
stillness. | started putting the furniture where
it belonged. Ron helped me without open-

She let

ing his mouth. | was grateful to him for not
saying empty words and at the same time
I was mad at him for not finding something
to say.

We worked till late in the night. | left
traces of my tears wherever | went.
In the bathroom Anna's glass looked

empty and abandoned.

| was constantly in touch with the doctor.
In his dry, ever so slightly impatient way,
he informed me over and over again that
“Anna was as well as could be expected”.
He urged me ‘“to be more realistic”, and
promised to notify me ‘“when the lights will
turn green’.

We quarrelled a lot during those few
weeks, Ron and |I. We slept badly. Anna
was constantly on our minds.

We missed her very much.

And then the day came when we got
permission to visit her. We smiled, and
laughed and couldn’t stop talking. We were
almost happy.

Anna was sitting beside her bed. Her
hands siicking out from her dressing gown
were frightfully thin. Her hair hung loosely.
There was an aura of sadness around her.
She let us kiss her but was cold in her re-
sponse. She replied to our questions in a
very monotonous voice. We even missed her
familiar repetitions which used to irritate us
so much.

Towards the end of our visit she became
more alive.

“l like you two. See, | am good. | even
clean my own hair brush!” and she pointed
to her small bed-side table where her hair
brush lay lifeless and sterile like the rest
of the ward.

“I' will let you in on my secret”, Anna
became agitated. ‘| haven't told anybody
yet. . . . | am going to have a baby! This is
why | eat more, and clean my brush, and
sleep, and take all my tablets. It is good for
my baby. . . . You two should have a child.”
She smiled at us in her old way and then
she hid behind the indifferent politeness.

The doctor with his professional smile
told us: ““she is doing just fine”, and “don’t
worry, before long she will be allowed to go
back home.”

A few days later Anna died. Apparently
her heart couldn’t, or didn't adjust to new
miracle drugs.

We buried her in Australian soil. The
eulogy over her grave was delivered in a
language she never properly understood.

The soil was cloddish, the north wind
blew furiously but the earth received her
without any reservations.
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Jewish Artists of Australia:

JACK KOSKIE

BY KARL DULDIG

It is a privilege to introduce Jack Koskie
to readers of the ‘““Melbourne Chronicle”.

I have known Jack Koskie since he first
came to Melbourne and joined the “Ben Ari”
Society for the Arts. His formal artistic train-

A. SUTZKEWER

PERETZ MARKISH

Translated from the Yiddish by G. SHAIAK

At the steps of Pushkin’s statue

We bade our last “Goodbye”’;

It rained on us in Moscow

With a purple stars display.

At the moment of depariure
“Godspeed’” — lips quivered sound
You've seen Alexander

In bronze his veiling wound.

Once more your hand in mine
Your eyes were fearful, grey,

— | do not want to be a gypsy —
Your lips then tried to say.

Poet, eternal nomad

Our dust inflames all round! . . .
Above your head Alexy

In bronze in veiling wound.

| said: a black canopy

Spun by death in my town.

We are the text of your “Koopa”*
Selected — to a gallow’s death.
The snow is not me alien,

To melt is never prone. . ..

| wish beneath my head to lay

A softly Jewish stone.

The trumpets suddenly quieten

A stillness descends upon the square
I've seen your tear in fetters,

A tear of fate aware.

Where are you comrade? Come forward!
Speak the truth.

From the grave you're free to speak:

“— | praised in hymns your country
With a bullet you paid back.”

The Kéopa — famous poem of P. Markish
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ing, his various qualifications and experi-
ences as a teacher, together with his un-
doubted artistic talents as displayed in his
own work, qualify him as a true professional.
Art is his life and his work.

Jack Koskie was born in Hull, Yorkshire,
in 1914, his parents having come from Lodz,
Poland, at the turn of the 20th century. It
was in this famous shipping and fishing port
that Jack developed an interest and love for
ships which still persists in his work as an
artist. His art education was formal. He
won a scholarship to the Hull College of
Art where, at the age of 17, he won his first
major prize and was featured in the London
Jewish Chronicle.

He served his apprenticeship in thfe print-
ing industry in England. He arrived in Aus-
tralia around 1939, worked for a time in
Melbourne, entered war service in the Mer-
chant Navy and later the Australian Army
Camouflage Unit.

After the war, he settled in Sydney where
he enjoyed a successful period as free-lance
designer and illustrator, including a term as
Art Editor for the Commonwealth Office of
Education, and worked for leading Sydney
publishers. He was a Foundation Member
of the Contemporary Art Society of New
South Wales. He commenced his teaching
career in Hobart, Tasmania, in 1954 with an
appointment in charge of the Department of
Graphic Design and Printing at the Technical
College. This period included some time at
the University of Tasmania. In 1961, he be-
came Art Master at Mount Scopus College.
In 1967, Jack went to Geelong where he is
now Lecturer in Printmaking at the Deakin
University. Jack Koskie sits on the Com-
mittee of the Print Council of Australia. His
name is in the Encyclopaedia of Australian
Artists, and Contemporary Australian Print-
makers.

Jack Koskie has had a number of one-
man exhibitions and his work was recently
included in the “Of the Sea” special ex-
hibition at the Realities Gallery in Melbourne.
His awards include “War at Sea” in the
section ‘“‘Australia at War” exhibition; the
Cato Prize; the Carlyon Prize; the Roland
Prize for water-colour, Warrnambool: the
Print Purchase Award; the Corio Rotary Pur-
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Jack Koskie “The Pier”, Lithograph 1971

chase Award; the Applied Chemicals Prize;
the Ben Uri Prize, and others.

Further, he is represented at the Aus-
tralia War Memorial, Canberra; the Broken
Hill Art Gallery; the Dunlop Collection at the
John Drysdale Library, Geelong; the Auburn
State College, and many other private and
public collections.

Jack Koskie himself is short and well-
built, a keen yachisman, and is modest and
unostentatious. He works with equal interest
in most traditional mediums and respects the
intrinsic qualities of each. He uses water-
colour as a transparent luminous medium,
sometimes with the support of ink or char-
coal for emphasis according to the needs
of the occasion as, for example, in his “The
Big Ship”’. He uses oils, glazes and impasto
as the spirit moves him or as required by
the material, as in “The Fisherman”. He is
equally at home in lithography, intaglio or
relief, ever mindful of the special qualities
inherent in each method. It is here that
innovation enters. Prints don’t just happen;
you see the image in terms of the medium
and then start work finding the means to
csay what you want.

Jack Koskie has drawn his themes from
his environment, sometimes directly, some-
times chewed over for years before breaking
into paint. The oil painting “The Trawler-
men” was painted about 1945 following an
experience during a fishing trip to Iceland
in 1932. A lithograph was later made on
the same theme. He has no hard-set philoso-
phy. Jack Koskie enjoys Rembrandt and
Rauschenberg, Prexiteles and Picasso. But
his major influences have been the direct
experiences of life — a tough boyhood in
the North of England, the Depression of the
1930's and then the war which may be re-
sponsible for the sense of drama and some-
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times of comedy which finds its way into all
his work. At present, he lives in Geelong,
finding themes on the waterfront of the
Bellarine Peninsula. Were he to live in St.
Kilda, he would no doubt produce back street
or City pictures.

Fulfilment

BY RON ABEL

When Percival Isaac Goldstein entered
this world it was late afternoon. A ray of
sunshine, striking down through the window,
outlined his downy head in a golden halo.
Millions of dust motes danced and swirled
in the beam, but the enraptured mother saw
only the Light and the Glory.

Surely this was an omen? Was he singled
out to make his mark in the world? Was he
destined to rise above the common herd, and
achieve Success?

She had waited 10 years for him, her only
child. In the months following his birth his
tiny feet found the daily path soft and smooth,
his wounds were kissed and anointed.

When he was old enough his mother sent
him to a good school, always assuring her-
self he was born to be a leader of men.
But he showed no great aptitude for learn-
ing, and had to be coaxed to persevere in
all subjects. He must not be content to be
a tailor, like his father, but must rise above
the mundane struggle for existence. To this
end she devoted all her resources, and she
hoped that he would never let her down,

He would be trained for a Profession;
Doctor, Lawyer, Architect, Accountant. It
would be decided later, when he had found
his natural bent.

Of course Papa Goldstein did not hold
with fancy names, so he called his son
“lkey", after his own father, Isaac. But Mama
called him Percy. It would stand him in
better stead in later life she reasoned.

Mr. Goldstein kept a strict hand over his
son, moulding him the way he should be
trained, so. of course, there was sometimes
a little friction between husband and wife.
But, unfortunately, Papa was not destined to
have a hand for long in shaping his son’s
destiny, for a bad heart carried him off when
the child was about 10 years old. The strain
of life in Russia, before reaching the haven
of South Africa, had taken toll and hastened
his end.

Mrs. Goldstein battled on alone. She took
in sewing and mending to eke out her small
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income, for the cost of living w.as.high. A
growing boy, Percy needed nourishing food,
good clothes, and some entertainment, so
she sat tar into the night, unmindful that
her own undernourished body was not quite
equal to the task.

She never grumbled. ‘“He will take care
of me, and make my old age smooth and
carefree” she consoled herself. But Percy
went his own way, and did not quite come
up 10 her expectations.

The friends he kept worried her. He did
not pay as much atiention to his lessons as
he should. Once she caught him secretly
smoking cigarettes, and he was not always
truthful when she questioned him. Never
mind, he was young yet, he would grow out
of his ways when he reached maturity and
took life seriously. Let him enjoy his youth
now, so that later there would be no re-
criminaiions.

One day, as she sat at her machine, he
stood at her side. ‘“Mama, some of the boys
in my class are already wearing long pants.
Can’t | have a pair also?”’

She felt a chill at her heart. Long trousers
were so expensive, and funds were low. ‘It
won’t be long now before you turn 13 Percy.
Can’t you wait until then, when you enter
manhood?”

“Oh Please Mama. | don’t want to be
different from the other boys. Can’t you buy
me a pair now?”’

“Alright, my son,” she said gently. “I'll
see what | can do about it.”

During the night, as she lay worrying
about the extra expense, she had a sudden
solution. There was the piece of thick grey
flannel her husband had put aside to make
a winter costume for her, but had not had
a chance to cut it out before he died. She
would use that. She had always helped her
husband, so had a good knowledge of tailor-
ing.

In the morning she found some paper
patterns in a drawer, and, selecting the
smallest, cut out and sewed a very credit-
able pair.

She reflected, as she basted them
together, that she was shaping his man-
hood, and with the hot iron she pressed out
his boyhood. The long trousers were a sym-
bol of the flight of time, wherein he passed
from her motherly protection and became a
man! He wore them with pride, and her heart
rejoiced at his fine appearance.

The months and years passed: dull, hard,
uneventful years, wherein she strived to make
ends meet, and saw to it that her son never
went short of food, money or clothes. It was
so necessary to keep up appearances if he
was to make his way in the world!

However, he failed his Matriculation. “It
doesn’t really maiter” his mother consoled
herself, “many of the world’'s great men
have risen to the top without any education
at all.” Her son’s natural ability and astute-
ness would see him through. She might be
able to get him apprenticed to a firm who
could use his particular talents.

However, Percy still went his own way,
and had no particular preference as to his
future career. He spent his days after school
in idleness, and with unsuitable companions,
keeping himself in pocket money from doubt-
ful sources. ‘““One day I'll make you rich,
Mom” was all he said when she reproached
him. She toiled on, finding it harder to make
ends meet, but gave no sign of losing
patience or courage.

One Friday night the table was set with
a starched cloth, a flask of wine, a special
loaf of bread, and the ritual fish dish. A
pair of candles stood in their polished
holders, waiting to be lit. The home had
a peaceful, sanctified air.

It was already six o’clock, and getting
dark. Percy had never come home as late
as this before. He knew she wanted him
to be punctual on the Sabbath. It was not
the Synagogue, to which he never went on
Friday nights, which kept him late.

She bent her head and lit the candles,
intoning a prayer calling on God for His
blessing. The appetising food of chicken
broth, fried chicken and fish, awaited her
son’s enjoyments. Only on Friday nights
could she permit these luxuries. She wish-
ed he would hurry: she was getting anxious.

Sitting quietly in the chair, she folded
her arms and tried not to panic. There were
many factors which could delay him. She
turned her mind to pleasant things, to keep
her stomach from turning over. Closing her
eyes she let her thoughts roam. Her head
fell on her chest, and she dozed. . . .

Dawn was lighting the sky when she
awoke. She arose stiffly and went to his
room. His bed had not been slept in, and
his best suit and some of his possessions
were gone . . . .

Five years passed; lonely, empty, without
compensation. She never heard from him.
She was now working as an alteration hand
in a big departmental store in Johannesburg,
and lived in a small flat. She had made a
few friends, so life was a little more pleasant.

Now she was on her annual vacation in
Durban for a much needed rest. One morn-
ing, she stood waiting in the queue for a
bus to take into town — a thinner, greyer,
more gaunt little woman. As usual her
thoughts roamed to Percy. Oh! she thought
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sadly, if only his father had lived, how dif-
ferent life would be! He would have studied
to become a doctor, a lawyer, some sort
of professional man with a settled future, and
she would have been taken care of, surround-
ed with comfort and love . ...

Still rapt in thought she climbed on to
the bus. “Your fare, madam,” said the driver.

Rudely startled out of her day dream she
held out the coins. Her eyes encountered
those of the driver . . ..

“PERCY,” she gasped, her throat clos-
ing with surprise and joy.

“Oh, hullo Mom,” answered the driver.
“Please move inside and let the others get
on. I'll see you at the terminus.”

Book Review

World Of Our Fathers by Irving Howe

(Harcourt, Brace, Janovich; New York, ’76)

BY PAUL FORGASZ

Irving Howe's “World of Our Fathers”
presents us with a massive social and cul-
tural chronicle of the immigration of Eastern
European Jewry to America and of the life
they found and made there. “World of Our
Fathers’’ examines this life from its origins
in Eastern Europe, through the difficulties
of establishing roots in a new country, to its
moments of great and creative achievements.
Regrettably, from the concluding pages of
the book, and in fact from its general tone,
Howe sees little hope for a declining but
once - vigorous Yiddish cultural tradition.
However, what makes this book stand out
in particular is the warm personal and human
element that Howe has been able to blend
into a scholarly historical work.

The book consists of four main sections,
plus an epilogue, and is well illustrated with
photographs and a series of drawings.

The first section, “Towards America”
presents us with a brief account of Jewish
life in Eastern Europe at the end of the
19th century and analyses the reasons that
led Jews to emigrate to America. Using
material from memoirs, diaries and letters
of this period, Howe vividly describes the
journey across the Atlantic and the con-
fusion that existed upon arrival at Ellis Island.
Some two million Jews came to America
beiween 1881 and 1914, the largest number
settling in New York’s lower East Side.

Section Two, “The East Side”, is the
largest part of the book and stands easily
as a section in its own right. It spans the
period from 1881 till the early 30s and paints
a fascinating sociological and cultural sketch
of the life in which the Jews of the Lower
East Side participated. These Chapters en-
compass life in the sweat shops and tene-
ments, the inner world of the Landsman-
shaften, the diversity of religious lifestyles,

the activities of The Heder and secular
school, the fun of the saloons and candy
stores, the excitement of the theatres and
cafes, and the emotion of the rich immigrant
folk culture. Howe also devotes a chapter
to the passion which immigrant workers
developed for a learning that had long been
denied to them.

It is interesting to read of migrant ex-
periences in the night schools for English
and one reads with fascination about the
cafes which one immigrant Jew described
as “‘those universities of the ghetto” (p.235),
or of the diverse programmes of lectures
organised by the “Workmen’s Circle, the
unions, the socialists, the Zionists, indeed
any group with the faintest pretension to
culture” (p.238).

For Howe, what is most significant about
this hotchpotch of educational endeavour
was the emergence of ‘“‘the most notable
human type in the immigrant experience: the
self-educated worker. . . . These men and
women . . . hoped to recreate themselves
according to an ideal image . . . (which)
had come to them from a strange confusion
of sources: from the old Jewish respect for
learning, from the heightened morale brought
by the renaissance of Yiddish culture, from
the Socialist vision of a humane existence.
The self-educated worker was a child of the
19ih century, perhaps the most pervasive
evidence for its creed of progress’. (p.245-6).

Many of these workers were a product
of Jewish labour movements in Eastern
Europe and Howe develops the theme of
Jewish socialism in two lengthy chapters.
He writes about the origins and achieve-
ments of Jewish Labour movements, whilst
at the same time describing the intense fac-
tionalism that weakened and eventually caus-
ed its decline. Yet, in assessing the meaning
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of Jewish Socialism, Howe writes movingly
when he says: ‘“Jewish socialism was pri-
marily a political movement dedicated to
building a new society . . . (but) there is a
simple, perhaps decisive sense in which
Jewish socialism can be said to have fail-
ed, quite as American or French socialism
failed: it did not lead to the creation of a
new society in which all men would live
without want in freedom and fuifilment. But
just as international socialism helped to
transform the consciousness of humanity, so
did Jewish socialism transform the con-
sciousness of the Jews . . . creating a new
type of person: combative, worldly, spirited
and intent upon sharing industrial society
with the rest of the world.” (p.323).

Section 3 of “World of Our Fathers” is
an informative study of American Yiddish
literature, theatre, scholarship and the press.
The four chapters which make “The Culture
of Yiddish” abound with descriptions of tre-
mendous achievements which at their most
promising and brightest moments seemed
to carry the seeds of a real cultural revival;
it is indeed overwhelming to read of the
sheer volume of literary and scholarly out-
put which was produced in the short space
of some 50 years. Yet it is equally sad to
read of the gradual decline, of an almost
inevitable fading away of a once-vibrant cul-
tural tradition. Howe so movingly summarises
the fate of the culture of Yiddishkeit as a
whole when he says of Yiddish theatre. “Had
Yiddish culture survived with some measure
of self-assurance, there might have appear-
ed new playwrights spontaneously blending
native and acquired motifs. But there was
no time: a blink of history and it was all
over”. (p.495); and of Yiddish scholarship:
“What was missing, here as in all other
branches of Yiddish cultural life, was the
nalural process of replacement which yields
younger scholars and intellectuals for whom
Yiddish would be not only their natural lan-
guage but the signature of an encompass-
ing way of life.” (p.517).

In Section 4, Howe attempts to assess
the impact of a declining Yiddish cultural
tradition upon a migrant generation which
dispersed and began to journey outwards,
and upon a new generation of Jews which
grew up in America. ‘“Cultures are slow to
die,” he says. “When they do, they bequeath
large deposits of custom and value for their
successors.” The lives of these people,
“their deepest inclinations of conduct, bias,
manner, style, intonation all bore signs of
immigrant shaping . . . all showed the strains
of immigrant Yiddish culture, usually blurred,
sometimes buried, but still at work.” (p.618).
It is on that note that one can proceed to

read the Epilogue, with a certain sense of
renewed optimism, despite its prevailing
message of failure.

In this final section, entitled ‘“Questions
upon Questions,” Howe analyses the cultural
conflicts which the Jews confronted in at-
tempting to become ‘“normal” citizens in a
new country and he openly acknowledges
the failure of the culture of Yiddishkeit to
sustain Jewish life for very long. It is with
a tremendous sense of sadness that one
reads the book’s closing paragraph: “The
story of immigrant Jews is all but done. Like
all stories of human striving it ought to be
complete, with its beginning and its end, at
rest in fulfilment and at ease with failure.
A story is the essential unit of our life, offer-
ing the magical imperatives of ‘“so it began”
and “so it came to an end”. A story encom-
passes us, justifies our stay, prepares our
leaving. Here, in these pages is the story
of the Jews, bedraggled and inspired who
came from Eastern Europe. Let us now praise
obscure men."” (p.646).

Yet in a strange way one is moved to
re-read the book over and over, to keep tell-
ing the story, to keep a memory worth re-
membering alive. Perhaps it is no longer
possibie to recreate that memory, but we can
strive to find relevance and meaning in it.
“We cannot be our fathers, we cannot live
like our mothers, but we may look to their
experience for images of rectitude and puri-
ties of devotion.” (p.645).

“KADIMAR™ CHESS TEAM SEND OFF

Members of the Australian Jewish chess teams —
six of them were players of ‘“Kadimah’ chess club —
competed in a 24 hour chess marathon on Sunday,
January 29, 1978.

The Australian record for the playing of simul-
taneous chess matches in a day was easily broken at
the chess marathon by Stan Christodoulou.

Christodoulou, a European master now living in
Melbourne, played 314 games continuously, breaking
the existing Australian record of 158 games.

Of the 314 games, he won 279, drew 19 and lost
16. He competed against 153 people during the 24
hour marathon.

This world record attempt, at the Independent
School of Chess in Prahran, was part of the fund
raising activities to send an Australian Jewish chess
team to Israel this month.

The “Kadimah' also organised a series of func-
tions to raise funds. A substantial sum was used to
send our chess team to the World Jewish Chess
Championships which commenced on the 17th February
and will end on 4th of March, 1978.

The Jewish World Chess Olympiad will take place
in BAR-SHEVA, ISRAEL and the Jewish Chess teams
are from all over the world, United States, England,
Italy, Canada, France, South America, Israel and
other countries.

The '"Kadimah chess team is: 1. Morris Topial,
Captain; 2. Albert Braunstein; 3. Tom Kalish; 4.
Michael Hain.
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THIS YEAR
AND EVERY YEAR
Look to

Jetselpurs

FOR THE LOWEST PRICES TO

ISRAEL

AND AUSTRALIA’'S BEST VALUE
IN OVERSEAS PACKAGE HOLIDAYS

Jetselpurs

18th FLOOR MLC BUILDING
303 COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE, 3000.
TELEPHONE: 62 0041
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