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Editorial

Reflections on

Yom Hashuah

BY SERGE |. LIBERMAN

1978 marks the 35th anniversary of the
Warsaw Ghetto uprising. It marks also the
30th anniversary of the establishment of the
State of Israel.

The juxtaposition of these two events,
albeit five years apart in time, is significant.
It affirms a pattern evident throughout Jewish
history, a pattern reaching back beyond the
destruction of the First Temple in Jerusa-
lem; that is, that following the destruction
of one section of Jewry, another centre will
emerge — a saving remnant — to take
over the reins of continuity of Judaism and
of the Jewish people.

With the destruction of the First Temple
in 586 BCE, Jewry became, not enervated,
but revitalised in Babylon to which its citi-
zens had been exiled. Under the influence
of its prophets and teachers, new forms of
worship emerged. The creation of congre-
gation-type worship, the reading and ex-
plication of the Law, the stress on personal
piety — these led to continued involvement
among the exiles in Jewish existence and
life. Similarly, following the sacking of the
Second Temple by the Romans in 70 CE,
catastrophic an event though it most cer-
tainly was, neither Judaism nor the Jewish
people ceased to exist. Indeed, the new
dispersion and the sense of the need to
preserve that unique heritage that was Israel
led to the flourishing of schools as far afield
as Yavneh, Babylon and Alexandria and the
elaboration, codification and popularisation
of Jewish beliefs and practises into the

massive continuing work that became the
Talmud.

For many centuries, hegemonv over Jewish
learning resided in Babylon. With the attri-
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The “Melbourne Chronicle”, published
by the Jewish National Library and Cul-
tural Centre “Kadimah”, aims to deal
with cultural, communal, social, political
and religious issues of interest and rele-
vance to the Jewish community.

In keeping with this aim, the “Mel-
bourne Chronicle” invites contributions
of articles, poetry, short stories, critiques
and reviews from all interested members
in the community. In particular, it seeks
to serve as an outlet for local creative
literary talent.

The opinions expressed by contributors
to the “Melbourne Chronicle” are their
own and do not necessarily represent the
views of the editorial committee or of the
Kadimah organisation.
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tion of this centre, yeshivot arose in France
and along the Rhine and with the decline of
these schools in the wake of the Crusades,
a new centre of Jewish culture, until then
unforeseen, arose and was to see halcyon
days known popularly as the Golden Age
in Spain. Nothing in history is permanent,
however. With the Catholic conquest of the
Iberian peninsula and the subsequent ex-
pulsions of the Jew from Western Europe,
the Jewish spirit and vitality were not de-
stroyed but rather transposed to other
centres — Holland, the Americas, Central
and Eastern Europe. The effects were not
immediately apparent. Following the ex-
pulsions, an incubation period set in as the
new communities consolidated their pre-
sence and influence, followed in turn by an
efflorescence of Jewish culture in diverse
forms, the fruits of which have, over four
centuries, become our direct inheritance.
European Jewish culture, that fermenting
mixture of learning and enterprise, of piety
on the one hand and, later, enlightenment
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on the other, has bequeathed to our times
nearly all \he great movements now current
within Judaism — Zionism, Yiddish litera-
ture, Hebrew literature, orthodoxy, reform,
even secular Jewish commitment, as well
as the less desirable results of admixture
and assimilation that are, as they have been
for at least two centuries, among the major
‘negative’ concerns of modern Jewry.

Even in our own time, the destruction
of one-third of ithe Jewish people has not
extinguished that vitality that was known to
former generations. It has dimmed it, to
be sure, and ceriainly modified it, but far
from annihilated it. Ironically, and regret-
tably, much of this vitality has been the
result of the very persecutions that have
aimed {o destroy it. It has been the con-
stant counter to persecution, an attempt to
transcend it and to preserve whatever is
esseniial to Jewish continuity, albeit in dif-
ferent places and in often greatly modified
form. One may legitimately ask: without re-
pression in Eastern Europe and Russia in
the late 19th century, would Palestine the
dream have been transformed in time into
the actuality of Israel? Without these re-
pressions, would American Jewry have
reached its present level of achievement and
influence? One could argue — though the
argument is a cruel one and might have to
wait for one or two generations before it
can be more comfortably countenanced —
that without the Second World War, modern
Israel might not yet have come into being
and that Jewish life might still have remain-
ed centred in the cities and shtetls that
made up pre-war Europe.

What Jewish history points to is the ulti-
mate resilience and indestructibility of the
Jewish people and to its victory, too, over
its would-be persecutors, from Amalek to
Hitler and, God forbid, to any other per-
secutor of the future.

* * *

Israel exists and, pray God, will continue
to exist. The Holocaust is relentlessly re-
ceding into time. The immediacy of its black
years is known best to those who endured
and survived them, and to say that the
memory is painful is to understate the re-
action a thousandfold. But the question
arises: how is one to commemorate the
Holocaust so that its impact and implica-
tions are to remain as meaningful to younger
and future generations? Indeed, is it pos-
sible to inculcate in those who have never
experienced the terror of an Auschwitz a
concern that is profound and lasting and
capable of being transmitted down the
generations? Can mere education in our

schools achieve it? Is it sufficient to attend
once a year a commemoration service at
the Jewish Memorial or in an audilorium?
Is one to set aside another day of fasting
akin to Tisha B’Av to remember a horror
in our day no less monstrous than the de-
struction of the Temples in theirs? No
answers are offered, only questions that take
on more significance rather than less as
time passes and that merit greater dis-
cussion in the wider community.

April, 1978.

VLADKA MEED

At The Commemoration

In Melbourne

Viadka Meed (Feigele Pelter - Miedzy-
rzecki), author of “On Both Sides of the Wall”
will be in Melbourne to deliver the address
at the commemoration of the Warsaw Ghetto
Uprising and world Jewish Day of Remem-
brance.

As she recounts in her book, she was
aged seventeen when the Nazis conquered
Poland and became a member of the under-
ground committee of the Bundist Zukunft
which had developed an organised resistance
movement. Owing to her “Aryan’” appear-
ance and her fluent Polish, she worked for
the underground on the Aryan side, where
she became known as Vladka, involving her-
self in smuggling exercises, relief and escape
operations and the finding of shelter for
Jews in Christian homes. Further, as a liaison
officer of the Co-ordinating Committee of
Jewish Organisations, she found ways of
establishing contact and extending help to
the survivors of labour camps and in the
woods.

Her book, written in Yiddish in 1948 and
translated into English in 1971, tells of the
22 years (from July 1942 until the liberation
in 1945). It begins with the mass deportations
from Warsaw, continues with the preparations
for the ultimate revolt and with the efforts of
the Co-ordinating Committee to save the
lives of the survivors, and ends with the ex-
pulsion of the Nazis from Poland.

To quote Elie Wiesel: “Vladka’'s book is
not ‘just another work’ or merely an auto-
biography of the Holocaust. It is written with
inspiration, with exultation. Every sentence
rings true, every scene burns itself into the
reader’s memory.”

2 Melbourne Chronicle
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Sadat in Jerusalem — A Beginning

BY JOSEPH SOLVEY

Israel today is a besieged country. Nearly
the whole world is against it; a few countries
are ‘neutral’; and the relations between Israel
and its patron are, to say the least, strain-
ed. Mistakes committed — hindsight — and
mistakes to be committed — prophecy —
aggravaie the situation and cause more
gloom.

President Sadat of Egypt, having wrest-
ed the initiative from Prime Minister Begin,
is now riding on the crest of a wave. He is
again the darling of many Arabists and still
succeeds in attracting help, in spite of being
a ‘dove’.

But is this the correct evaluation in terms
of long-range thinking and planning? Cer-
tainly not! When one tries to establish the
correct assessment, one has to divorce one-
self from the picture as it is now seen. One
must go back and evaluate the changes that
have occurred over the years affecting the
very basis of Israel’s survival. The general
picture thus obtained is different from that
perceived from the vantage point of the im-
mediate present.

Speaking in general terms, Israel has
acquired more territory than ever claimed.
In 1948, Israel accepted partition, but the
frontiers won by Israel in 1948 extended
well beyond those offered by partition. Had
the Arabs agreed to make peace in 1948-49,
Israel would have been delighted to have
peace and security within the pre-1967
frontiers. The defeat of Egypt and Syria
in June 1967 opened the way to many new
developments in the Middle East. In 1967,
Israel found itself in control of historic
Palestine. The unexpected reaction of the
Arab world was the so-called Khartoum
Formula of no-negotiation, no-recognition,
no-peace. At that time, Israel would have
been more than happy to have this formula
fade away. This has, in fact, now been
achieved. Moreover, President Sadat has
not only recognised the State of Israel but
he has, at the same time, acknowledged
Jerusalem as being the capital of the Jewish
State. And, last but not least, he has public-
ly appealed for peace (albeit on his own
conditions), but without aiming at the de-
struction of Israel, unlike his illustrious pre-
decessor.

Again, we may overlook the gains ob-

tained without the beating of drums. We
tend to be far too sensational, always look-
ing for the ‘break-through’, while missing
the very important changes in the present
situation which have occurred as pari of
general developments.

Whilst the number of aeroplanes, tanks
and heavy artillery constitute the strength
of an army, Israel’s superioriiy does not de-
pend solely on quantity alone, (although in
the short-term, quantity may be decisive).
In the final analysis,  other yardsticks must
be used. Israel as an ethnic entity is sub-
ject to the same laws as govern the growth
of similar organisms. It is like a plant: in
the beginning, the roots are weak and the
plant can be pulled out without effort. But
as time goes on, it becomes more firmly
rooted in the soil. From this point of view,
Israel grows stronger every day. lts roots
reach progressively deeper levels and its
foundations become more secure.

As time goes on, the Arab world be-
comes more ‘used’ to Israel’s presence. The
generation of those Arabs who were directly
and/or actively involved in the war against
the Zionist State is passing away. The new
leadership gradually coming to power is not
personally committed to fight Israel to the
bitter end. With Pan-Arabism fading away,
individual members of the Arab League (or
any other combination of Moslem States)
become more concerned with their own
mainly economic interests.

It is, of course, too early to expect drastic
changes such as economic co-ordination,
customs union, etc. Had the Arabs, in the
first place, accepted Israel’s presence and
agreed on a combined or co-ordinated type
of economy, the Middle East could reach
prosperity on a Western level in a very short
period. If all the money now being literally
thrown away on armament purchases could
be turned to create conditions for industrial
and agricultural development, the Middle East
could again become the Fertile Crescent
it was centuries ago.

This, however, is highly unlikely. One
must rather think in terms of a foreign body
in the Arab midst. Ethiopia is a Christian
State in a Moslem sea. Israel can (and most
likely will) become a Jewish State in the
Moslem sea.

Melbourne Chronicle
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Reflections on the Special Relationship

BY DR. M. VERSTANDIG

The United States-Israel special relation-
ship is under great strain. It's rather sad
to think about it on the eve of the 30th anni-
versary of Israel’s Independence, but it may
also be the occasion to reflect on the de-
velopment of this special relationship.

I'll go back to 1947 and 1948 in order
to make a point, that there never was any
special relationship. The French-Israel re-
lationship, or for that matter the U.S.-Israel
relationship, was a relationship based on
French or American national interests, which
coincided or clashed with Israel’s national
Interests.

After World War II, the basic concept

of the United States foreign policy in the
Middle East was that this area is of British
Interest and responsibility. Gradually Wash-
Ington developed a national policy in relation
to this area, dictated primarily by the deter-
mination to prevent the Soviet Union from
gaining a foothold in the Middle East and
to secure the flow of oil.
. The importance of oil interests steadily
InCreased to such an extent, that early in
1948 Senator Owen Brewster, chairman of
the Senate Investigating Committee said that
Oil companies, which had interests in the
Middle East, had planted men in the highest
echelons of the U.S. Administration.

. Drew Middleton wrote in the New York
Times on July 16, 1961: “to keep the Arabs
sSweet and the oil flowing has been the
cardinal rule of British and American states-
manship. Both governments have been pre-
pared to make undignified indeed humiliat-
INg concessions to petty tyrants, who have
ruled oil lands”.

It was American Jewry, under the leader-

ship of Rabbi Abba Hiliel Silver, rising to
the challenge of the hour, which started to
exert pressure on U.S. policy makers. Con-
Sequently the U.S. supported and lobbied
for the partition resolution in the fall of 1947,
but soon the State Department developed
second thoughts (the oil lobby), as evi-
denced in the zig-zagging, which culminat-
ed in the complete retreat from Partition.
. It is now history, that with the approach-
INg day of the termination of the British Man-
date the State Department exerted tremen-
dous pressure on the Jewish Agency not
to proclaim the Jewish State.

In the climate of today’s pressures on
Israel it may be rather pertinent to recall

the dramatic conference on the 8th of May,
1948 in the State Department according to
Shertok’s report, the Under - Secretary of
State, Robert A. Lovett warned Mr. Shertok
(Sharett) with great earnestness of the
calamity, which will follow the proclamation
of a Jewish State. He warned of what the
Jewish people must expect when faced by
the Arab regular armies. If the Jews per-
sisted in their course, they must not seek
help of the United States in the event of an
invasion. The Secretary of State General
Marshall, concluded the conference with the
paternal advice: ‘I want to tell you as a
military man: don’t rely on your military ad-
visers”.

No wonder that after Mr., Shertok sub-
mitted his report to the Jewish Agency, Ben
Gurion failed to get a majority vote in the
Executive of the Jewish Agency for the pro-
clamation of the State. In order to sway the
majority for this historic resolution, a deter-
mined Ben Gurion sent an emissary (Eliezer
Livneh) to Menachem Begin, asking him to
announce over his clandestine radio, that
unless the Jewish Agency proclaims the
Jewish State, he will proclaim the State. . .
Begin obliged and Ben Gurion got his
majority.

Nevertheless, after the State was pro-
claimed, President Truman immediately grant-
ed de facto recognition. It may however
be interesting to note, that after the pro-
clamation of the State of Israel, the United
States strictly adhered to an embargo on
arms and men and even went so far out of
its way, that on July 28, 1948, the State De-
partment approached Czechoslovakia with a
view to secure cessation of “illegal shipment
of airplanes and arms to Israel.” (New York
Times, Sept. 2, 1948.)

Against the legends of how instrumental
the United States was in the creation of the
State of Israel this is rather a sobering
account.

A change in the U.S.-Israel relationship
occurred after the Six Day War. To the
question why? there is a simple answer.

In the make of the Six Day War, Presi-
dent Johnson looking at the map of the
Middle East suddenly realised that the U.S.
Middle East policy of his State Department
and the oil lobbies lay in shambles. He
could see the horror Sovieticus stretching
from Algiers to Nasser’s Egypt, Syria and
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Irak and the People’s Republic of South
Yemen in the southern part of the Arabian
Peninsula. The original concept of the U.S.
policy to leave the Middle East as an area
of British influence and responsibility was
a tota Ifailure. The British influence dis-
appeared and Soviet Russia moved into the
vacuum.

The only strong, stable and democratic
country in the region was_lIsrael which was
traditionally pro-Western. The U.S. recognis-
ed that the only way of gaining a sound foot-
hold in the area was through Israel with the
view not only to counter-balance the Soviet
penetration, but also, paradoxically as it may
seem, to secure the flow of oil. The U.S.
adopted a policy to supply Israel with the
most sophisticated weapons in order to im-
press upon the pro-Soviet Arabs, that though
the Soviets may lead them to war, they will
never achieve victory. Sooner or later the
Arabs will have to turn to the U.S. to wring
out from lIsrael concessions they have not
been able to win in battle.

The U.S. collected the first dividends of
this new policy in 1970, when the PLO with
the active help of the Syrian Army tried
to topple the Hussein regime in Jordan.
The U.S. requested Israel to save Jordan.
The Israeli army took up positions at strate-
gic points against the Syrian invading forces.
The Syrians backed out leaving the PLO
at Hussein’s mercy (Black September). One
can only speculate, that the fall of Jordan
to the PLO would have jeopardised the re-
gimes in Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Emirates.

The Yom Kippur war 1973 opened up
the great opportunity for the U.S.

The Israeli divisions were stationed 101 km
before Cairo, the Egyptian 3rd Army was
completely cut off in the desert and faced
annihilation. It was Kissinger and not
Gromyko who saved Sadat who would not
have survived such a humiliating and calami-
tous defeat.

Sadat got the message. He expelled the
Russians and turned to the U.S. with two
maximum objectives in his master-plan.
Objective No. 1, that the U.S. should extort
from Israel all concessions he wanted to
justify his leadership claim of the Arab world,
and Objective No. 2, to establish the Egypt-
U.S. special relationship in place of the
Israel-U.S. special relationship, arguing that
having Egypt as an ally means having as
much as half the Arab world. The oil lobbies
may agree, although they may not be able
to supply an insurance policy on Sadat’s
life. . . . The responsible U.S. policy makers
have not forgotten that Lybia was once an
ally and the Americans have built there a

strategic air base, which is now used by
the Soviets.

The former Carter aide Mark Siegel re-
cently complained: “No longer are we talk-
ing about the fact that Israel is the most
reliable ally of the U.S., possibly anywhere
in the world. No longer are we talking about
the fact that Israel was carrying our political
and military load in the Middle East, doing
many things for the U.S.”

It is true the U.S. policy makers may
not be willing to talk about Israel’s reliability
or the invaluable services Israel performed
in the national interests of the U.S. After
all at this very moment, the Carter Admini-
stration is trying to wring out concessions
from Israel.

Nevertheless on reflection on the develop-
ment of the U.S.-Israel special relationship
one has objectively to conclude that the con-
tinuation of this special relationship is in-
herent in the logic of the situation in the
Middle East for the foreseeable future, be-
cause it is in the national interests of both
parties.

“Before 1939”
(Courtesy of Josh Goldhar)
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1943

27th NISSAN

1978

JEWISH DAY OF REMEMBRANCE

“Let us remember. Let us remember. For that
is all we can do for them. Let us remember
those who took up arms and fought and also
those who did not, those who had the
strength to resist and also those who chose
to die in silence. For even the heroes died
as victims — and even the victims died as
heroes. They all shared the same fate. All
were condemned by the executioner; not for

what they had done but for what they were:
Jews.

“They cried alone, suffered alone, fought
alone — forgotten by mankind; alone they
faced mighty legions, among the mightiest
of all time. As we feel our last days ap-
proaching, wrote Moredechai Anielewicz to
a friend, we ask you to remember how we
have been betrayed. Yes — they were be-
trayed. Abandoned. Forsaken. The world
knew and kept silent. And yet, and yet, they
did not die alone. For something of all of
us died with them.”

Let us remember today that we have
enemies from all sides who want to destroy
the people and the land of Israel. On one
side we have a revival of Neo-Nazism which
tries to deny the slaughter of six million
Jews. On the other side, we have the so-
called “left” which is full of hatred towards
everything that is Jewish and tries to identify
the martyrs with their murderers.

Let us remember what happened to our
people during the period of Nazism. Let us
be united in our will to follow their example
of heroism and martyrdom and to do every-
thing possible to secure the existence of the
people and the State of Israel.

Commemoration Evening

On the evening of the 3rd May (the be-
ginning of the 27th Nissan) the Jewish Board

of Deputies calls on all Jews in Melbourne
to light six memorial candles.

Come and pay tribute to the heroes and
martyrs on the Commemoration Evening to
be held in the Melbourne Town Hall on
Wednesday, the 3rd of May at 8.00 p.m.

SPEAKERS: Yiddish—Vladka Meed—fighter
from the Warsaw Ghetto.

English—Rabbi Uri Themal.

Memorial Service at the
Carlton Cemetery

The Memorial Service at the Carlton
General Cemetery will be held on Sunday
the 7th May at 2.30 p.m.

Holocaust

Exhibition Of The

An exhibition of the Holocaust will be
held in the Leo Fink Hall at the Kadimah,
7 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick on Sunday, the
30th of April to Sunday, the 7th May. During
the Exhibition talks will be given about The
Holocaust as seen from a religious point of
view. There will also be talks about Janusz
Korczak, Gebeurtik, Itzhak Katzenelson and
about the death camps of Treblinka and
Auschwitz. The famous television film ‘““Holo-
caust” will be shown.

On Sunday, the 7th May in the Theatre
Hall of the Kadimah at 9 Gordon Street,
Elsternwick, films will be shown about the
life and fight of European Jewry.

We call upon all the Jews in Melbourne,
young and old, men and women, to come to
the abovementioned commemoration func-
tions to pay tribute to the six million heroes
and martyrs. Come and express your solidar-
ity with the fight against our enemies and
help strengthen the common will to secure
the safety and existence of the people and
the State of Israel.

Victorian Jewish Board of Deputies.

6 Melbourne Chronicle
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The Burning of the Roots

BY MARC RADZYNER

Even after they've been ignited
the torsos of the big trees take a long time.
It's the end of winter
and in spite of heavy rain
we've been hurrying to burn off these final
stacks.
The headlike roots especially
smoulder for days.
The smoke is visible from a great distance.

All week, over timber and paddock,

massive rainclouds position themselves

like roaring vehicles along the stretched

valley.

At the river, the neighbour’s platform bridge

has been destroyed, once more washed out

by the velocity of the swollen water.

In pounding rain | cut wet wood.

| look at the fires that take so long.
Oh listen my sweet one my beauty
what will you do in such a far land,
what will you eat, and where will you

sleep?

Abi mit dere . . . as long as I'm with
you

| will eat bread and salt, and sleep in
straw,

as long as I'm with you.

“The fires could be seen from great
distances. . ..

Nevertheless, burnings had to go on, even
at night,

unless further transpor*trs were to be refused.”

| sit with wine beside a late fire
deep with coals that form hillsides,
valleys of glowing cities.
The Yiddish love song rises in me like a flood.
| was not born
here. In Vilna and in Warsaw
they also drank red wine.
Outside, even in the blind night,
trees and grass continue to grow.

If | had to, | also would eat bread and

salt
and sleep in straw,
if it could now do any good.
*
In the overcast morning | put my hands
deep into the pockets of my raincoat
and go walking down by the river. Across
the other side the dairy farmer and his wife
are standing by themselves.
They can’t get across, nor |

to them. The man calls to me. He cries out
and calls. Above the roaring of the fast water
it's hopeless; | can hear nothing; he gestures
towards the bridge’s timber ruins, and calls.

| hear nothing.
All around me the root-mounds are still slowly
smouldering. Each fire sends forth
its streams of smoke; thick from the black

pyres,
flesh heavy, sweet perfumed smoke lifts.

Concentration Camp

BY YVETTE BENTATA
15 years old.

Searing pain, everlasting toriure,
Grinding wheels, screaming in agony,
Hollow stomach, hollow mind,
Screeching down the narrow halls,
Confined to a small cubicle —

No light.

Bars in front, bars behind you,

The clanging of iron,

The rattling of chains,

Doesn’t let you forget,

Branding with a number,

Dreary grey rooms,

Friends — never.

Always someone with a gun in your back.

A glimpse of freedom —
What wouldn’t you do?
Escape...Freshair...
But wait . . . Footsteps.

A whip, a weal,

Blessed unconsciousness.
Freedom — never.

Last Move

Hands reaching out

grasping, searching,

glazed eyes stare vacantly
from a flushed face,

feverish with efforts of exertion.
Cold beads of sweat

appear like magic.

Body motionless at first
gradually becoming limp —
lifeless. . ..
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"What | Read To Those
Who Died"’

Wladyslaw Szlengel, a young poet, took part in and was killed during the Warsaw

Ghetto Uprising.

His poems were deeply rooted in the Ghetto. They were widely circulated and read
during Literary Evenings. Only a handful has survived.

“What | Read To Those Who Died” was written three months before the Warsaw
Ghetto Uprising as a preface to the future volume of his works.

BY WLADYSLAW SZLENGEL

For the last few days | can't stop thinking of a
Russian patriotic play (don’t even remember its title).
A crew of a submarine takes a decision not to
surrender to the Tsarist Army and the vessel goes
:lowp. Sixteen heroic sailors.” The last tableau: lack
of air . . . the presence of death. .. . Six . . . ten
- . fifteen . . . already suffocated. . . The sixteenth
wants to leave a testimony of the crew’s last hours.
He looks for a simple message; in right perspective
nothing cataclysmic has occurred. Only a handful has
perished, out of a multi-million nation . . . they chose
to die for a worthy cause, so the sheer number seems
irrelevant only sixteen! The man picks up a
piece of chalk and in a final, inhuman effort, writes
on the steel walls of his and his comrades’ coffin:
Two hundred million, less sixteen”.

That scene, full of deep, penetrating meaning came
sented to posterity. Figures. Statistics.

That scene, full of deep, pentrating meaning came
back to my mind in the first hour of the present
Action. | just can’t shake it off.

| feel the suffocation with every fibre of my body.
Ih'ere is less and less air left; our boat is sinking in-
2vitably, But the(e is one fundamental difference in
gur present situation. We have found ourselves in our
Noat not because of our devotion to some noble cause.

€ were forcibly placed on it, without any apparent
guilt. And if | was not destined to take the role of
gf (;aa,tl?ln, I bestow on myself the title of a chronicler,
il ness to our drowning. This is where the analogy
| Intend to leave more than the bare statistics. |

want to enrich — wrong term — to illustra -
ment our times. v M AP

On the wall of my boat | kee
p on writing m
Foems-dogumgnts. I, the poet Anno 'Domini 1943g whg
ooks for Inspiration in the gloomy events of our days.

My objective was to read my verses to people
Who believed in survival and who were going to sur-
Vvive. The intention was to look back at my poems
together, treating them as a document of the terrible
time passed. Something like a memoir from the deep
pit of hell. My fellow travellers are not with me any
hmore and my poems, just in a matter of one hour
diag;' changed to poems which | read to those who

It is time for me to sort out my papers.

i I's only four days since | started to build a simple
. €-out with a very complicated system of strings,
4 l;tters and Qrapes. Four days on the edge of infinity,
f ace of torrid elements, with a vision of death whose
orm was left to the whim of any drunken SS-man.

In the matter of four days | have lost almost all

my readers. All those who only a week ago listened
to my recitations and were fascinated with the strange
adventures of Major Mlinczyk on the S_hultz Block
Island. All the people who attended our Literary Even-
ings at the Brush-Makers were deported. My neigh-
bours, my flat mates, friends — all thqse who shared
the experience with me, who often inspired me to
write, with whom | spent many hours on discussions.

Fania R. who always felt cold, who never forgot
to greet me with ‘merde’ prior to my public appear-
ance, just for luck, was taken away in a sealed wagon.
Poor Fania, whose knowledge regarding Maria Curie-
Sklodowska and Professor Roux was never challenged.

My room-mates are all gone. Funny Jozio who slept
in ladies’ pyjamas and stockings not because he was
gay but simply because there was nothing else to
wear. His energetic wife Is gone. She had managed
to escape once before, though with a bullet in her
back; only to be recaptured after five months of
hunger, of futile running In circles. Painfully trying
to organise some finance which was to help them
to move to the aryan side. She never made It.

The beautiful Ida L., personification of health and
will power . . . gone. And it was only last week. . . .
To hell!!! One could only grind one’s teeth.

| saw the body of Azhia S. who once provoked
me Iinto writing another, more optimistic version of
my poem ‘Leave me in peace’. . . . Now she is also
gone. . . . After all, my God, tomorrow or the day
after as rumours have it, the German orgy will start
all over again. How many more will go? It's far too
premature to set out a balance sheet. | am tormented
by ever-present vivid images of all those who only
yesterday were with me, who were still full of trust
and at the same time so very humanly frightened of
what tomorrow was going to bring.

The most horrid Is the realisation that they knew
what might happen, that their minds were over-
burdened with more or less truthful accounts of the
manner in which they were going to be killed.

A machine clutters near by and | think immediately
of their last journey. We used to gather here, sit on
beds, chairs, suitcases. We talked, gossiped, discussed
and weighed what our chances were and what were
our prospects. And then Azhia summed up the whole
situation and proposed that we should open the gas
taps; this very night.

Shortly after, they have all left.

Later on, on the same evening | was summoned
to perform in front of an audience from another camp.
I vaguely knew who they were and agreed to go. |
always derived a great pleasure in reciting my am-
biguous poems, full of mockery and allusions regard-
ing some well-known Gestapo men, especlally If they
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were present themselves, It dated well back, ever since
Kohn, Heller and Gajcwajch expressed their dissatis-
faction when | left their names out from the pro-
gramme. Those snobs wanted to be included in every-
thing.

| selected the suitable material, grabbed my bag
and left.

Nine in the evening, on the 17th of January, 1943.

The night was clear, illuminated by the reflection
of the freshly fallen snow. It was warm walking close
to the wall, a distance of five metres and life. . . . |
even heard clearly the footsteps of the gendarme.

| arrived at Mietek R’'s flat a few minutes after
nine. The guests have already left. R’s wife cried
hysterically; he apologised and took me to the door.
He regretted that the evening had to be postponed.

. . . One of the guests had received an alarming
phone call from a character named Arek. So they all
left in a hurry. In one word, the Action was apparent-
ly planned for five o’clock next morning. ‘Though' he
added trying to calm me, ‘the same bloke rang up
some big fish at the Gestapo and was told it wasn't
true, that it doesn’t make sense, etcetera. Maybe it
was just a gossip. . . . Let's hope for the best.’ My
host already looked past me and then went back to
his wife. | left.

Only ten minutes In time. What a monstrous heavi-
ness on my chest. | pass the Wall — a lid to our
coffin. | feel all tight, as if suffocating, contaminated,
mortified.

| can’t return home; my wife should never know
that the evening didn't take place. | had some time
;\o kill so | decided to go to the Werkschutz watch-
ouse.

One could feel that the bad news has reached
this place already. As If transmitted through the grape
vine. People know . . . give it a few minutes and
the news will engulf the whole block, will frighten
the people from their beds . . . will make them drop
the cards and the drinking glasses.

There Is an air of uncertainty. People refuse to
accept the news. Szymek Kac should be approached.
Maybe he has heard of something, maybe he would
agree to find out.

A small group Is delegated to Szymek. People move
through the courtyard, the torch lights hit each other,
the whispers stop.

The people know, they know. It's amazing how
the animation grows.

As expected they played bridge at Szymek’'s. It
took only a few whispered words and Szymek leaves
his card game, his warm room and comes with us.

The whole block is awake. The whole Ghetto is
awake. The telephones transmit the black terror. The
Jewish Island rings with alarm. The news is spread-
ing. It reaches everyone. Momentous realisation. Death
lures us. Death is lurking in the Befehlstelle, waiting
till tomorrow, for tomorrow it will pounce at us.

Three hundred SS-men. . . . One thousand SS-
men. . . . The numbers grow from one moment to
another.

11.30 p.m. People heard together, like some terror
stricken animals, who can foresee a catastrophic dis-
aster approaching their habitat.

Lashed by fear, the people writhe within the walls.
. . . A few daring ones risk their lives and cross the
wall. Our mountain Muza Dag is already engulfed in
flames.

Went to bed at 1 a.m. Continuous drumming of
feet, tumult around. All night long.

Dreams full of nightmares, struggles, visions. The
feeling of suffocating is very real; it chokes me. At

five in the morning Fania sticks her head through the
door, ‘You should be dressed. It's better to be dress-
ed’. With some resistance, | crawl out from my warm
bed shivering all over. Our fears are not confirmed as
yet. The optimists develop new theories.

Seven in the morning brings a certainty. The news
circulates from mouth to mouth. The Action Is already

- accepted as something inevitable.

It happened on the 18th of January, 1943. . ..
Will this date be ever mentioned in history books?

Who will take an interest in a day when the mighty
German race sneered at the humanity and once again
put to test the endurance of human hearts, nerves,
minds; finding always more refined and more devilish
methods in exterminating people.

To start with, the day proved to be free from
serious perturbances. The knowing-all ‘shtimmung-
machers’ spread out the news that the Action applies
only to the unemployed and won't affect the sweat-
shop workers. The calm descends on all those who
are ready to be deceived; the selfish calm: it's them,
not.us. . ..

There is no bread left. The stale rolls are being
sold out. All the left overs, everything. The shops are
empty. Only naked tables expose their skinny legs.
Only greasy plates are left and the wrapping paper.

In the evening people assemble in their flats to
catch up on some rest. The night on the block is full
of voices and movement. The human being has been
reduced to the level of an animal. . . . People build
some primitive mole-hills, pointless hide-outs behind
wardrobes with entrance through piled-up boxes and
chests. People inspect cellars as a possible alternative
hiding place; an activity which is to become a new,
feverish, nervous passion of the whole ghetto.

19th of January.

A quiet morning, only the telephones are busy
transmitting the news as leaked by some ‘friendly’, or
‘neutral’ Gestapo man.

Whispers climb to the first floor: “Skosowski said.

‘Pawel is of the opinion. ...’

‘Adam rang up. ...

The block fills up with more people than usual.
The administration hadn’t had time to distribute the
new numbers as yet. Queues are already forming in
front of our all-mighty boss. The powerful Mr. Jozef
Z., a ex-goalkeeper, half wit, but an aryan, rummages
through the papers.

The alarmed Jews approach him bending down in
halves, in quarters and once given the number-tag
leave the room with a haughty air. The hours tick
away.

The news about the Action. Nothing new; there
are people killed. The Umszlagplatz, trains. Szmerling
has been summoned to execute the work. Hundred
days of Napoleon. The old commandant has returned
to claim new victories. His old faithful team PPD
(Sanitary Team) waits ready to take his orders. Hobbl-
ing, bearded Mephisto.

The Action won't include the factories.

The official communication from Dienstelle. . . .
The workshops have nothing to fear. . . .

A contingent of SS-men Is heading towards our
factory.

Sudden panic. Alarm, Drumming of feet. From the
yard, the crowd disperses down to the cellars, up to
the attics, to the workshop. The three thousand human
beings send vibration through the whole block.

Take cover, whoever can! No. . . .! Hurry up to
the workshop. . . . Who is without a number-tag?

Two thousand people are left without number-tags.

There is no way out. It's too late. The whole block
is already surrounded by gendarmes!
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The whole staircase echoes with terror,

My boat sinks to the bottom; the water reaches
my cabin.

A thousand directions, ten thousand unnecessary
gestures, steps, gasps. The dry petrified eyes, the
hands tearing at bags, handles, hats.

Panic!!!

Brand is on the first floor. Heading towards Dien-
stelle.

2.45 p.m.

All those who were with me yesterday gather again
in my flat. The time for rhetoric discussions has ex-
pired. All the theories and plans have proved finvalid.

One by one we squeeze through the bathroom
window. Another entrance is blocked by a wardrobe
and barricaded with old furniture. We are all together,
- . . My neighbours, room-mates, friends, Azhia silent
and energetic, Sioma and others. Zjuta S., the per-
fect specimen of an aryan, or Slavonic beauty, what-
ever the right term might be. She should have been
used as a model for some folkloric Polish painting. . . .
. Eighteen people in one dark, naively camouglaged
tiny room.

Half of us without the life-saving number-tags.

The whole flat becomes silent. We all freeze not
knowing what there is to do.

Fear creeps over the smashed china, over the
broken furniture.

We are waiting. Five minutes. . . . Seven minutes.

Drumming of feet, this time only too real.

The dehumanisation process has begun.

Joze[( K. whose mother and sister are with us,
breqks into the bathroom and screams through the
barricade. ‘Get out!!! Open up! They only check the
num?ers. The ones with number-tags have nothing to
fe_ar. Uneasiness in the hide-out. Smashing of the
Wwindow, crashing of the barricade. ‘Get out!’

‘Sto_p it! Can’t you understand? There are people
here without number-tags. Don’t ruin the shelter.’

But the unthinking human-beast is already active
at the other entrance. Pushing the wardrobe away,
dlsarrangmg the purposely created disorder.

The shelter is unmasked, not suitable for further
use. The beast with a number-tag departs quickly with
his mother and sister. A few individuals without the
numbers stare blindly at the stampeded ground.

The level of water is rising to my chest. . . . The
air |1§ getting thinner in my imaginary boat.

his is how it b o
i et egan . or rather, this is the way

It was the last time | saw those people alive,

| have hidden my wife in the main office, in a
cabinet. | myself hide among the office workers, des-
gteerlall;ely hoping that the SS-men will miss the Dien-

An hour long blockade.

Brand gives his word of honour, gives his re-
assurance. He only wants ‘the wild ones’, those with-
out the number-tags. The administration vouches for
his words.

The workers come down orderly and assemble in
the.courtyard. All of a sudden the gate keeper Z. has
decided to hand out the number-tags. He offers them
as if they were some rare medicine, bestows them as
if they were medals for bravery and then they are
Pushed into the hands of whoever Is ready to grab
them. Unfortunately the number-tags have arrived too
late to save. The German word of honour proved
worthless once again.

The selection starts. Lashing of the horse-whip.
ALL THE WOMEN are being taken away by the ever
So efficient SS-men. Both the mother and s'ster of the
destructive beast who has uncovered our shelter, are
Pushed into the group of deportees (Oh, thou unsweet
and ever so eager Nemesis . . .). Azhia is there. And
Fania, looking smaller than ever (cold, cold, dreadful

cold, and ahead there is a road leading to the Um-
szlagplatz . . . cold). Ziuta, the girl who belongs to
Kossak’s paintings is there. . . Her husband begs for
her exemption on account of his position in the Werk-
schutz, . . . The SS-man agrees. Eli drags his wife
out of the ranks.

Azhia. | can see the revolt wakening in her. Some
nonsensical, suffocating pain. No! Why Ziuta? She her-
self has the same right to live and she has a child!!!
The right, the bidding for life and death. The law, the
judgment, the logic, the pain, the truth, the ‘mother-
hood — all balanced over the narrow precipice of
her mind. Only one second, only one step between
the ranks and the SS-man’s whip. . .. :

Azhia runs after Ziuta. . . . The gendarme fires.
The bullet hits Azhia's forehead. She falls to the
ground. Zuita and her husband go back to the group
destined for deportation.

The names: Ziuta . . . Azhia . . . Eli . . . Fania
.. . Sioma . .. what do they possibly mean to you?

Nothing. People. Useless. They were taken in thous-
ands to the Umszlagplata. They were separated from
their families, maltreated before they were loaded in
the cattle trains. They were put to death in thousands.
Very insignificant. Who is going to remember them?
Empty sounds.

But not to me. More than names. My people, my
dear ones, almost tangible. They were people full of
life with whom | shared whatever life offered us. The
tragic ending of my people dulled my senses and
their fate is more dear to me than the destiny of
Europe. L

As a final, farewell gesture ,the SS-man Orph fires
at the group of those exempted from deportation,
while the condemned ones are being led away.

The balance sheet.

The whole block swells with a dismal cry. The
bodies are being collected. The telephones are be-
sieged. Give us help! Help us! Help us! They try to
establish some contact with the Gestapo. Phone calls
to the Umshlagplatz. ‘Are the trains there?’ ‘Is Mr.
Szmerling there?’ Addressing the commandant. . . .
My —, my — taken away. . . .! Appealing to those
in power. ‘Mister Skosowski! Help me!" Money is no
problem. One hundred thousand! Whatever you say. |
am offering you half a million for twenty people! Wor
ten people! For one person!

Jews have money. Jews have connections. Jews
are powerless!

Something has to be done. Who Is willing to do
it? Who would dare to Intervene?

The reports, endless reports. Holodenko met his
death in front of his own shelter. And only yesterday
he himself gave an order not to let anyone in, once
the shelter was shut.

Pointless running through the block.

Howling. Tumult.

Azhia’'s body hasn’t been moved from the sentry
post as yet.

Eli, this audacious, wonderful youth Is gone. (His
endless recollections of Belglum, Gandava. About the
English girls and the fresh breath of Europe.)

All my people are gone.

| wonder through the empty corridor. A kettle bolls
unattended; a brief case lies abandoned. . . .

Scattered bedding everywhere. Half emptied cups.

No one. No one. Not even one person left.

I run away from our flat.

Someone says that the rescue team has already
left for the Umszlagplatz.

Szymek Kac Is ready to go. Puts the militla-man’s
cap on. Has been given broad-ranging authorisations
and olenty of money.

Meanwhile the night engulfs our valley of death.

Once agaln a short, nervous sleep; one has to
be ready for the morning. There Is no reason to be-
lieve that the action won't be repeated.
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The tension mounts. People are waiting for a word
from the Umszlagplatz. The rescue team; how many
did they succeeded to save? The number of about
one hundred is mentioned. Some managed to hide in
cellars. Then it's two hundred people. The railway
track is empty; the train hasn’'t been put on the siding
as yet. So perhaps, some will be saved.

Action in the streets. . ..

Action at Schultz. . . .

Action at Tobbens. . ..

The first nerve-soothing news.

Resistance! Shots are fired. Jews are armed. On
Niska Street a house was set on fire. A hand grenade
landed in the Schultz building.

There are Germans killed and wounded.

The German ambulance cruises through the streets
of the ghetto. .

The ghetto Is not a jungle of trapped animals any
more.

From now on, it's classed as a front line.

The legend grows. The myth swells. We hear of
fighting, of Germans retreating from the ghetto.

The SS-men don’t dare to enter the cellars any

more.
At the cross road, one can see the flattened body

of an SS-man.

The horse whip has come to rest in the gutter.

Evacuation of the hospital. All the sick and all
personnel. The nurses, the doctors, the whole Health
Department.

Those unable to walk are shot on the spot.

(A scene waiting for the pen of a great master. . . .
The tenth, the fifteenth waiting his turn, waiting for a
bullet. Motionless. With legs, or hands in plaster. . . .)

They have deported a group of people who were
kept under arrest. Together with Gypsies. Gypsies have
refused to board the train. They have been shot.

Brand himself is dealing with those who resist. As
always vicious and ardent in his passion; smashing
sklls, tearing hair from women’s heads, inflicting in-
juries with his heavy jack-boots.

People are being forced into the cattle wagons.

Our masters thought of another brilliant idea. Time
saving device, to improve efficiency.

The Werterfassung vans were placed next to the
train, and people, before entering, are ordered to strip
— shoes, coats, pullovers. In temperature -20°C. Their
last hope crumbles. Perhaps some wanted to believe
they were going to some camp where the work was
waiting. . . .

(Fania, Fanla. ... Fanla. . )

The wagons are being packed tight; one hundred
and fifty to start with, in the end two hundred. . . .
(During the preceding deportation, sixty.)

The third night.

There are rumours the action will end tomorrow.

Brief, only too brief rest in my room, in a state
of deadly inaction, in the midst of devastation, in the
empty tomb.

Whenever It Is possible, people herd together.
Seven, eight sleep in the same room.

Constantly weeping wounds. Helplessness.

Szymek still at the Umszlagplatz. Not very success-
ful. Trying to save, to bribe, to outwit Ukranians and
gendarmes. All night through.

The return of first swallows.

(The materials piling for a sensational adventure
story.)

Eli has returned. Apparently he has been helped
by his militia friends.

Ziuta has returned. Dressed as a Polish policeman.
Sheepskin, high boots and revolver included.

Szymek has managed to save only a few (two or
three) of those condemned.

O. has returned to us. Rescued just in time when
she was boarding the train.

Now we know it all.

How they packed the wagons. What people say
and think about in the cellars of the Umshlagplatz.
What methods are being used to lure those who man-
aged to hide. Threats of poison gas.

We know how people were killed, how their shoes
and coats were confiscated, how Shmerling took
salute; we learn the last wishes of our loved ones.

We know.

We know how the huge fortunes were made; how
people left the safety of the cellars in search of water;
how they were offering millions to Ukranians. And how
the people who were known to economise on bread
were taken away loaded with money.

_How they left without coats, with a prospect of
being suffocated by gas, leaving the diamonds in the
heels of their shoes. We know of the dry sound of
dollars, pounds; of the ‘hard’ coins and the ‘soft’
notes.

The treasury of the Third Reich grows in wealth.

The Jewish people die.

Everything dies.

The history is writing yet another chapter. The
short, insignificant history of our days.

The fourth day of action.

The resistance grows.

The Chronicle spreads out.

Szternfeld, the king of Jewish Gestapo has been
murdered by Germans.

Selection in militia ranks.

The welfare committee has been dissolved.

People are issued with some new forms. The new
number-tags. But the perspectives are still the same.

A lull in action.

Peope refer to this action as a ‘small action’ In
comparison with the ‘big action’ which took place in
July 1942,

In reality the action still goes on.

The Jews feel it in the air, sense it in their blood.
They look for signs in gossips, in the communique
leaked by Gestapo. They try to organise. They buy
cement and bricks. The nights resound with hammer-
ing. They search for water, they build underground
wells. Shelters, hide-outs, A new obsession, a new
trend, a new heart sickness of the Warsaw ghetto.

The light, underground cables, securing the escape
routes. The bricks again, the ropes . . the sand.
...Plenty of sand ... the sand. . ..

Bunks. So called beds. Gathering food which is
meant to last for months.

All that we call progress, electricity, water system;
all that the twenty centuries have achieved has been
wiped out by SS-men’s whip. Back to the cave age.
To the oil lamps. To the primitive wells. To the long
night. The people look for security under ground.

Hiding away from the beasts.

And in front of the window, the sun already stands
higher.

An exceptionally warm February.

| look through my poems.

| have read those verses to warm, living people.
People who believed in survival, in the end, in
tomorrow, in revenge, in joy, in reconstruction.

Please read it.

This is our history.

This is what | read to those who died.

Translated by MARIA LEWITT.
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Morris Davis —
Physician, Artist, Jewish Thinker

BY NEWMAN ROSENTHAL

Morris Cael Davis, Doctor of Medicine
(M.D.), Fellow of the Royal Australasian
College of Physicians (F.R.A.C.P.), for many
years Honorary Consulting Physician to Mel-
bourne’s Alfred Hospital, and, in 1970, award-
ed a Companionship of the Order of St.
Mlchae! and St. George (C.M.G.) for services
to Medicine, is, at the same time an idealist
and a realist. Still actively involved in the
practice of the healing art to which he has
SO conspicuousiy devoted himself he never-
theless sees it as at one with the wider con-
cept of the human ensemble.

_ For him, its strivings and articles of faith
find their paraliels in the forces which
operate in so many other areas of the life
of the individual, as he sets out, primarily,
in his search for truth. Those all-embracing
factors that have contributed to the end-
product must be looked for, their contribu-
tions evaluated, if methods formulated and
applied are likely to produce successful and
satisfactory results. The labelled diagnosis,
he insists, is rarely more than a very small
part of the total problem.

A TOTAL APPROACH

What he describes as his “total approach”
to medicine is not dissimilar to that accept-
ed as basic in the art of painting. In both
fields one has to be concerned not only with
the object, the patient or the sitter, but with
the whole related environment.

It is the same with musi cwhere, for ex-
ample, the meiodic line of a symphony can
only be adequately appreciated when heard
together with the other participating instru-
ments. Nor can one account for the beauty
of one’s home merely by analysing its bricks
and mortar. The deeper message of warmth
and harmony only comes from the human
experience.

The significance of colour, design and
form is essentially relative. All art forms
have a common denominator, be they etch-
Ings, water colours, oils or glass. But form
can vary from the abstract to the realistic
as long as it is capable of conveying its
true message. In the uninhibited search for
that which is shadowy, the power of obser-
vation, so essential a requirement of the

artist and so indispensible in the medical
clinic, is heightened to its fullest degree.

MEDICINE AND ART

Dr. Davis described the circumstances
in which he, himself, came to take up paint-
ing. It all began when a well-known artist
approached him seeking permission to paint
his children. One day, as he was preparing
material for a clinical demonstralion at the
hospital, he felt frustrated in his attempts
to draw exactiy what he wanted. He asked
the artist, who happened to be making one
of his visits, for advice. This was followed
by the suggestion that he, himself, should
take up painting.

With the help and direction of his mentor,
he learnt the techniques and the principles
involved if the product was to convey its
speechless message. With practice and ex-
perience and ‘‘the more one got into the
way of it” the basic approach in painting
became so much like the search after truth,
looking at the environment and determin-
ing what was significant and what was not,
the question of colour, light, shade and the
rest. He was soon convinced that the ability
to observe had improved many times. It
was not long before he came to recognise
that, to a doc'or so dependent on trained
observation, the value of an active interest
in painting must prove rewarding in more
ways than one.

POWERS OF OBSERVATION

To Morris Davis, learning by doing was
always axiomatic. Thinking over his own
experiences, he decided it would be a good
idea to have a group of medicos who would
meet regularly — and paint. Characteristi-
cally, immediately he set about forming one.
With the blessings of the British Medical
Association, he invited a number of his medi-
cal colleagues whom he thought might be
interested. When enrolment proved to be
beyond his expectations, the group was
established.

The work proved highly successful. An-
nually the medical artists take great pride
in the public exhibition of their art. Their
exercise in painting came to be regarded

12
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not only as a relaxing occupation for the
busy medical man but as a natural outlet
for his training in critical diagnosis, at the
same lime giving him the added natural
satisfaction through something he had him-
self created.

More recently, he has become president
of the Medico-Clerical Society, a group of
medicos and clergymen, the object of which
is to meet for discussion of ways and means
of making their work more concerned with
the whole person and thus more effective
and more satisfactory.

BEZALEL ART GROUP

Outside his medical group he has been
associated with the Bezalel art fellowship.
This Jewish body of interested people got
together, went through various difficult
periods and finally emerged as a useful cul-
tural organisation in the Melbourne Jewish
community. It is connected with the pioneer
Bezalel art movement, which established a
school of arts and crafts in 1906 in Jeru-
salem and whose present day Academy of
Art and Design is one of Israel’s most presti-
gious institutions of international reputation.
It has an Administrative Council of which
Dr. Davis is one of the Governors. Fre-
quently, at a meeting of Melbourne’s Bezalel
group, an artist is invited to come to a blank
canvas and illustrate what he can do with it.

EAST MELBOURNE HEBREW
CONGREGATION

He has always been close to the East
Melbourne Hebrew Congregation. There he
spent his childhood, was barmitzvah and
there he was married. He never lost his
affection for the institution and, especially,
its form of service. If, as he surmises, one
is immersed deeply in tradition and feels
strongly enough about it, then it is quite
natural to prefer the atmosphere that pre-
vails in the synagogue. He goes there on
a Shabbat whenever he can, even if only
for an hour or.so. He still finds it “tremen-
dous”. One gets out of the rough and tumble
of the outside world which is, basically, the
environmental element in life.

THE STAINED GLASS WINDOWS

The original stained glass windows, which
he personally constructed and presented to
the synagogue on the occasion of its 100th
anniversary, were the result of his admira-
tion of the superb architecture of the build-
ing and his resolve to find a new technique
that was out of the ordinary. He spent some
time developing ideas and turning them
over in his mind. In a unique fashion, each
window was composed of pieces of colour-

ed glass so arranged as to symbolise one
of the 12 sons of Jacob and the substance
of their father’'s blessing on each of them.
In their turn, they each iypify a majestic
theme such as the emblem of the race, its
power, its dignity, its legal and its work
forces, symbolisations that apply to any
nation and fit smoothly into the synagogue
environment.

JEWISH ACTIVITIES

With his late wife, Sophie, and an in-
tensely Jewish family background, it was
but natural that Morris Davis should have
long been a loyal and leading figure in the
Jewish community, associating himself with
any movement or organisation which had
for its objectives the welfare of the Jewish
people. He was President of the Victorian
Jewish Graduates and Undergraduates Asso-
ciation. State President for some 30 years
of the Friends of the Hebrew University he
followed the Foundation President of the
Federal body as its Federal President, when
he became an alternate Governor of the
Jerusalem University.

A TRADITIONAL JEW

His Judaism is very real and very tradi-
tional, which explains his continued attach-
ment to the East Melbourne Congregation.
If one is sufficiently steeped in basic tradi-
tions, then these traditions become of them-
selves warm, worthwhile and part of life
itself.

One can see something of the need to
look backward as well as forward. Realism
can become monotonous, as if you're living
only for today. In that way, you see a paint-
ing just as a consideration, a circumstance
in life which is of that moment. On the
other hand, there is the art which stems
from what went before and what will come
afterwards. Here the common denominator
of life is the realisation that the past is very
important to the present and the present i
a pointer to the future.

Perhaps, he admits, the generations that
are facing up to the present may find these
reflections a trifle too profound or mysterious.
They will tend to think it is not up to them
to look back or, for that matter, even for-
ward. Yet, as he sees it today, the approach
to life cannot escape the fundamental fact
that we are inextricably linked with the need
to be sharply aware that there is a past and
a future. Anyone conversant with Jewish-
ness, Jewish history and an association with
the Jewish concept of life feels the stronger
for recognising the essentially Jewish tradi-
tional outlook. Jewishness does not strain
the credulity of basic thinkers!
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He reminds himself of a lecture he once
gave on the Jewish sage, Moses Maimonides
and the Rambam’s approach to Medicine.
He had then pointed out that even without
the help of all our modern gadgetry, Mai-
monides wouid still have made a first-class
physician; the refinements today available
would have enhanced his ability.

WE NEED THE PAST

You cannot take medicine or your voca-
tion as such out of its context. Your voca-
tion should be part of your day’s work, in
close relationship with the past and in league
with the future. We can hardly “think
Jewishly” without thinking of the past. Festi-
vals, ceremonial and ritual, our day-to-day
rela_tions with one another, belong to a
heritage of a thousand years. Tradition has
its place in every aspect of our lives, in
times of happiness and joy, of sorrow and
pain.
~ We are all deeply involved whether we
like it or not. In this context, any attempt
to separate past from the present is altogeher
artificial. The human being is no automation.
The factors that go to make a personality
are mosi complex. They are, in origin, in-
ternal as well as external. In considering
the whole person, these functioning factors
cannot be denied or overlooked.

JEWISH AWARENESS

This does not mean that there is no
room for clear thinking. His submission is
that_t.he future of anything depends on how
stabilised are its roots and traditions. You
cannot make any superficial approach to
analysing or evaluating it without you lose
or destroy something of those traditions and
thereby weaken the whole structure.

Dr. Davis finds himself sceptical about
the tendency to think that anyone believing
along these'lines is “old hat”. On the con-
trary, he is utterly convinced that it is all
very fundamental. He is sure that the future
of Jewishness is dependent not so much
on a “return”, as on an increased aware-
ness and an enlightened understanding. He
underlines his belief by insisting that this
conclusion is not limited to his views on
Judaism.

It embraced his approach to painting,
Sculpture and all the art forms, in fact to
the examination, exploration and probing of
any field of human endeavour. Israel Zang-
Will once observed that the Jewish mind
ran to Unity by an instinct as harmonious
as the Greek’s sense of Art. But that it was

always impelled in a synthetic perception
of the whole. ’ i e

Youth Section

MY LITTLE
CATHOLIC JEWESS

BY LILIANE BENTATA
14 year old

A small, slight woman stood by the win-
dow of her partly-bombed flat. She stared
down upon the rubble of the street with tear-
filled eyes. Eight-year-old Maria in a huge
armchair, looked stonily ahead.

The woman, Mrs. Paula Goldberg, turn-
ed slowly and walked back to her daughter.

“Darling,” she pleaded, ‘“please, try to
understand. You ARE JEWISH! The Nazis
were taking all the Jewish children away
from their mothers and sent them to the
gas chambers, to be burnt. | had to put
you in a convent until the war was over,
to keep you safe. You were brought up to
be Catholic, but now that | have you back
| want you to live the life of a Jewess.”
Paula put out her hand trying to transmit
her love. It was no good. The child merely
clasped her cross all the more tightly. Paula,
walked slowly to the chair, then took her
daughter’s hand.

“It is late darling, you must be tired, go
to bed now, we’ll talk about it in the morn-
ing.” Maria slid off the chair silently and
walked out of the room.

“I'll take ~her to Uncle Sam’s place
tomorrow. Perhaps he can help me,” Paula
thought wearily.

Meanwhile Maria knelt beside the mattress
which was her bed. Tears streamed down
her face. Not Catholic? Who was this
woman to think she could destroy her faith
and take her away from the nuns she loved?
Her mother . . . but what mother? It was
all so confusing!

She could hear Paula in the other room
walking up and down, back and forth.
Silently Maria moved to the window. Dare
she? The Mother Superior had said she
would be pleased to have Maria back at
any time. It was worth a risk. She crawled
out of the window.

Paula Goldberg moved into the centre of
the room and bent down. She groped around
for a moment, then her fingers came into
contact with an inconspicuous knob. She
pulled it up and a board of wood flew away
from the rest of the old boards. Sliding a
hand into the opening, she recovered a thick,
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musty prayer-book. She sat cross-legged
on the floor and turned the pages reverently.

Paula closed the prayer book and put
it on the table. Remembering with a start,
she tiptoed to the room she shared with
Maria. ... The room was empty!

Meanwhile Maria gazed around in alarm.
How different the sireets of Warsaw looked
by night! So shadowy and unfriendly! She
crept past a bombed house. Its ruins had
an air of sadness, desolation.

The moon sailed behind a thunderous
cloud. Warsaw was plunged into darkness.
Maria suppressed a scream. If only she
could find the convent! A homeless waif
moaned from the bombed out house in his
sleep. This time Maria screamed, her voice
rising in a despairing cry, echoing plain-
tively in the stark silence.

Paula threw a shawl around her shoulders
and ran into the street. How was she to
find a little girl in this darkness, especially
one who was trying to hide from her? She
had no friends left in this ruined city, on
which to call for help. Even Uncle Sam
lived too far away. She was alone in her
search for a daughter who obviously pre-
ferred not to be found.

“Please God,” she whispered fervently,
stopping in the street. ‘“Let me find my
little girl. | need Maria to help me pick up
the pieces. | want it to be my little girl, |
can’t live without her. Please, dear God,
let me find Maria.”

The heavy thunder clouds had darkened
ominously and now rain began to fall, swift-
ly soaking Maria’s scant dress. The rain
drops mingled with her salty tears. Light-
ning flashed, striking a tree nearby. It had
been the only one left standing in the street.
As it fell, its reaching branches caught in
a pile of bricks and dragged them along the
ground to the sound of crashes and grat-
ing. Dust flew and Maria fled from the scene
crying out. Gone were her visions of reach-
ing the convent. All she wanted now was
the warmth of Paula’s arms around her and
a bowl of the wonderful hot soup she had
eaten for dinner.

“MARIA. ... MARIA....”

What was that? A familiar voice from
the depths of loneliness. . . . Was it Sister
Anna, or Paula? Could it be . . . oh, could
it be her mother? Maria heard running steps
and soon a pair of loving wet arms went
around her waist.

“My darling, | thought I'd never see you
again.” »

“Oh, Mummy, take me home,”” Maria wept.

“Of course | will, my angel. You can have
some soup and go right to sleep.”

“I was so scared.”

“Its all over now — how | love you, Maria.
We'll never be parted again! Never!”

“No,” a small voice echoed. “Never.”

Paula’s cyes clouded over with tears of
happiness, making her blind to the fact that
Maria’s frozen fingers were fumbling at the
catch on her chain. The cross slipped to the
ground, unnoticed.

Book Review

Matylda Engelman’s
“Journey Without
End”

BY RITA ERLICH

Story-telling is a uniquely human activity.
It's our way of passing on information and
experience, and of ordering experience. But
there are experiences so shocking, so out-
rageous, so intolerable, that they can scarcely
bear telling.

The Second World War has provided
millions of stories, recoun‘ed in memoirs,
novels, poems and films. But for every story
told, there are stories that cannot be told.
The people | know who survived concen-
{ration camps cannot speak of their experi-
ences there. Those who escaped the camps
cannot tell their stories, either.

“She was hidden in a cellar,” “He bought
false papers.” No more information than
that. Years that don’t exist any more. Lives
that began again when the war was over,
or when they started in a new country.

“To have been a European Jew in the
first half of the 20th century was to pass
sentence on one’s own children, to force
upon them a condition almost beyond
rational understanding,” George Steiner
wrote in an essay entitled “A Kind of Sur-
vivor”. The essay was dedicated, appro-
priately, to Elie Wiesel, much of whose writ-
ing has deal’h with conditions almost be-
yond rational understanding.

But for many European Jews, it was
even worse than that. In passing sentence
on their own children, they passed an even
more terrible sentence on themselves, if they
survived them. Many parents chose not to
survive their children, and died with them.

Some parents were able to keep their
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children alive. Maiylda Engelman was such
a parent. She has written her account of
her war years in “Journey Without End”.
At the launching of the book, Mrs. Engelman
recalled a promise she made, that she would
write down what she had seen and experi-
enced if she survived the Holocaust,

It took time for that promise to be ful-
filled. The preface to the book suggests
that it wasn’t until she became an Austra-
lian citizen that she began to write this auto-
biography. “I am no longer afraid of aero-
planes . . . or am I? This sound does pene-
trate my mind, disturbs my peace, brings
back the horror of those days. No matter
how hard | try, | cannot blot out the past.
Memories come crowding, against my will”.

As an autobiography, the book covers
a very limited time-span, from August 1939
to June 1944, It begins with Matylda Broner
leaving her home town, Bielsko, on the
Czechoslovakian border, aboard a packed
refugee train to Warsaw. It ends with her
reciaiming her own identity in a small Aus-
trian village as the Russian army advances.

She spent two years with her family in
the ghetto of Skarzysko, then set off with
her young daughter, protected by a Polish
identity card in the name of Mariana Gajek.
Eyentually she found work as a housekeeper
with an Austrian farmer and small wine-
maker, all the while being a Catholic Polish
woman.

It must have taken a lot of courage to

re-live the experiences in order to set them
down. There are no horror scenes, but there
are times of fear, of hunger, of loss. Mem-
bers of the family disappear from the book,
one by one.
_ Mrs. Engelman’s endless journey is not
like that of the first great voyager, Odysseus.
He travelled towards home, reasonably cer-
tdin that it still existed. But for her, the
known and valued world of family and
friends recedes and disappears. She carries
her only sense of home with her — her
de_lughter. It is her wish to keep her daughter
alive that keeps her alive, too. The book
IS animated by her passionate protective-
ness towards Gila.

“Journey Without End” is a good piece
of story-telling. It makes good reading. |
think it was Eric Bentley who made the point
that a good book must keep people read-
Ing to find out what happens next — what-
ever else it does. And there is that about

Jourpey Without End”. You keep reading
on with interest and curiosity, wanting to
find out what happened, and what happened
after that.

There are gaps

in Mrs. Engelman’s
techniques. :

She tells her own story well,

bui she’s not a good observer. She notes
clearly what people do, but seems to have
rather little sense of how they behave, and
why they act as they do.

That's clearest by contrast. Occasion-
ally the reader has a sense of real people
around her, and then the general failure to
flesh characters out is apparent.

For instance, she goes to see a Mr. Novak,
a town hall official who had been a busi-
ness acquain;ance of her husband’s, to ask
him for false papers so she can leave the
Skarzysko ghetto with Gila.

There are rumours that the SS are com-
ing into the ghetto to take young children
away.

So she puts her plea to Mr. Novak.

“Mr. Novak paced up and down the room.
One of his legs was shorter than the other,
and he seemed to rest his heavy body on
the short one, in order to think. Suddenly
he stopped right in front of me. His eyes
seemed to penetrate my whole being.
Could he trust me?”

A very good question. The man comes
alive suddenly, his pacing makes sense.

That failure to have people’s actions make
sense is, | think, common in the few auto-
biographical books we have of that time.
“Nurses and Soldiers” by Zeev Edary (pub-
lished by Eked) has the same problem of
details unrelated to character.

Matylda Engelman isn’'t a novelist, of
course. She’s no Isaac Bashevis Singer,
and “Journey Wiithout End” is not “The
Family Moskat”, giving an overwhelming
sense of place and community.

As | said earlier, it's a limited autobjo-
graphy. It ends abruptly, with the Russian
advance. But what happened then? We
know enough of that Russian advance to
guess that everything wasn’t sweetness and
light, and it seems unlikely she was able
to resume her old identity immediately. Per-
haps she did, perhaps she found the same
kindness as she had encountered during
those earlier terrible years.

There’s no mention, either, of any re-
union with her husband, Marek, who had
left Poland for Palestine shortly before the
German invasion.

Books like ‘“Journey Without End” are
valuable, not as litera‘ure (whatever their
literary value), but as personal documents.
They are like diaries and letters: we keep
them and read them for a sense of the people
who wrote them, and to find out what the
times were like for the people who lived
in them. And they are especially valuable
as personal records of the Second World
War, because so few people have been able
to tell their own stories.
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State Lionist Council of Victoria
AN PNIET NI

INVITES THE COMMUNITY TO
CELEBRATE

ISRAEL'S
30th ANNIVERSARY

WEDNESDAY, 10TH MAY, 7.45 p.m.

at the
PALAIS THEATRE, ST. KILDA

ISRAELI GUEST OF HONOUR:

MR. GAD YACOBI, M.K.

Chairman of the Economic Committee of
the Knesset and formerly Minister of
Transport and Communications

In the presence of
the RT. HON.

MALCOLM FRASER M.P.

Prime Minister of Australia

H.E. MR. M. ELIZUR

Ambassador of Israel

Programme

@® GIORA FEIDMAN QUARTET FROM

ISRAEL.

@ COMBINED ZIONIST YOUTH MOVE-
MENTS DANCING GROUP AND CHOIR.

Buy YOUR TICKETS NOW AT:

BALBERYSZKI'S: 98 Acland Street,
St. Kilda

ISRAEL SHOP: 185a Carlisle Street,
Balaclava

KANTOR'S: 236 Lt. Lonsdale Street,
Melbourne (CITY SHOP
ONLY)
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With the Compliments of . . .

Gl

COFFEE LOUNGE AND RESTAURANT

CONTINENTAL MEALS SERVED

212 LITTLE COLLINS STREET,
MELBOURNE, 3000
(opposite Victoria Hotel)

For bookings phone: 63 1034
Props. Mr. & Mrs. A. GOLDBERG

With Compiments of . . .

Klad-Ease
Gigi
Princess Style
JOSBOR
MANAGEMENT
Co. Pty. Ltd.

165 ROSE STREET, FITZROY, VIC. 3065
Telephone: 41 2542
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With Compliments...

Corotex
Textiles

‘

MANUFACTURERS OF
LADIES LINGERIE
& DRESSING GOWNS

*

29 STEWART STREET,
RICHMOND, VICTORIA 3121

Telephone: 42-1772 (3 lines)

e

MELBOURNE

With Compliments
of...

A.P.
MELBOURNE

Pty. Ltd.
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Cables and Telegrams: Orbac. Melb. Australia
61 ROKEBY STREET, COLLINGWOOD, VIC. 3066
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THIS YEAR
AND EVERY YEAR
Look to

Jetselpyrs

FOR THE LOWEST PRICES TO

ISRAEL

AND AUSTRALIA’'S BEST VALUE
IN OVERSEAS PACKAGE HOLIDAYS

Jetselpurs

18th FLOOR MLC BUILDING
303 COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE, 3000.
TELEPHONE: 62 0041
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1978 27th Nissan 1943

JEWISH DAY OF
REMEMBRANCE

Function Commemorating
The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising

and in tribute to

The Six Million Martyrs
of the Nazi Holocaust

WEDNESDAY, 3rd MAY AT 8.00 P.M.

MELBOURNE TOWN HALL
(The doors will open at 7.00 p.m.)

GUEST SPEAKERS:

Mrs. Vladka Meed (New York), Warsaw
Ghetto Fighter, Yiddish.

Rabbi Uri Themal (Canberra), English,
Senior Ethnic Office of Emigration and
Foreign Affairs.

AUSPICES:
Victorian Jewish Board of Deputies
“Kadimah”

State Zionist Council
Katzetler

Commemorative Service at the Monu-
men tof the Martyrs — Carlton General
Cemetery.

SUNDAY, 7th MAY — 2.30 P.M.

Exhibition of Heroism
and Martydom

in the Leo Fink Hall of the Kadimah, 7
Selwyn Street, Elsternwick, from Sun-
day, 30th April to Sunday, 7th May.

Films about the Holocaust

SUNDAY, 7th MAY IN THE THEATRE
HALL OF THE KADIMAH
9 GORDON STREET, ELSTERNWICK.
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