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Editorial
An Unwelcome Import:

The National Front

BY SERGE |. LIBERMAN

On June 3rd, 1978, a meeting was held
in Melbourne to inaugurate the National
Front of Australia. Among the resolutions
passed was the following: “We of the Com-
monwealth National Front seek the reform of
the present multiracial British Commonwealth
of Nations into an exclusive close-knit associ-
ation of white States, defined as States either
of predominantly white population or in which
whites are the ruling ethnic group.” Among
the more specific items of its twelve-point
platform were closer ties with Great Britain,
endor§ement of the White Australia Policy,
repatriation of all “non-white” migrants in
Australia, apartheid for Aborigines, white
rule for South Africa and every country where
wr_ntg men live, and the retention of the
cIr_ltmm-aIity of drug offences and homosexu-
ality.

The inauguration was immediately wel-
comed by John Tyndall, Chairman of the
British National Front, who wrote of it as the
fulfilment of his dream. He wrote, too, that
“it is in Australia’s interest to remain a white
country”, adding that “it is only a matter of
time before coloured immigration becomes
a problem in Australia. You must learn from
the British experience and nip it in the bud.”
Responding to the public furore that the
newly-established Front created, the Victorian
Chairwoman of the National Front, Mrs.
Rosemary Sisson, wrote in ‘The Age’
(13/6/78), “The National Fronts of Britain
and Australia are definitely not fascist nor
Nazi. They are fairly opposed to fascism,
Nazism, communism or any form of totalitari-
anism. . . . The aim of the National Front is
not only a white Australia but a more demo-

cratic and free Australia. . . . Our members
and supporters. . .are typical, decent, clean-
living, hard-working, respectable, ordinary
Australian men and women, together with
a sprinkling of British and European migrants
who are united by a common concern for the
future of the nation.” ]

These are beguiling words, seemingly in-
nocuous, even attractive to and worthy of
support by those who would regard them-
selves as proud, respectable, loyal Austra-
lians.

It is time to let facts speak.

Although the Australian National Front is
claimed to be independent of the British or-
ganisation, it has an almost carbon copy
constitution emphasising racial purity and
extreme nationalism. Its establishment fol-
lowed repeated consultations between local
members and their British mentors over the
preceding twelve months, and has received
full support and blessing from the parent
organisation, a brief history of which is im-
mensely instructive.

The British National Front was established
in 1967 through the union of three pre-
cursor organisations, viz. the League of Em-
pire Loyalists, the British National Party and
the Greater Britain Movement.

The League of Empire Loyalists was set
up in 1954 by an A. K. Chesterton, and elderly
journalist who had been a veteran of two
world wars and of the South African army.
The motive force behind its establishment
was the post-War dissolution of the British
Empire with the granting of independence to
India and parts of Asia and the Caribbean.
This led to open immigration into England
of poor, sometimes unskilled, dark people.
The aims of the League were to campaign
against granting of independence to any
more British colonies and to argue for the
‘recapture of India’, and the guiding
principles behind it, as expressed in Chester-
ton’s ‘The New Unhappy Lords’, were an up-
dated version of the theory of both a secret
communist-capitalist plot to destroy the white
nations and create a one-world dictatorship
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and a Jewish conspiracy exercised through
Jewry’s control of credit and its preponderant
participation in America’s most powerful in-
dustries and commercial firms. These views
had a significant influence upon a school-
teacher named Colin Jordan and, through
him, upon two other individuals, John Tyndall
and Martin Webster.

These latter three became disenchanted
with the League of Empire Loyalists and
joined the British National Party, formed in
1960 by a landowner Andrew Fountaine and
an industrial chemist John Bean. The Party
arose in response to the decline of Britain
in the 1950’s, to the realisation ihat the
country, once great, was now lagging behind
its competitors, and to the race riots in
Nottingham and Notting Hill. Among its de-
mands were the repatriation of all blacks and
the freedom and liberation of Britain from
“the domination of the international Jewish-
controlled money-lending system.”

In 1962, the National Socialist Movement
was inaugurated on Hitler’'s birthday by Jor-
dan, Tyndall and Webster. It crealed an
armed paramilitary group on the lines of the
Nazi stormtrooper forces. After the jailing of
Jordan, Tyndall and two others for offences
of violence, the Movement fell apart. A rift,
both personal and ideological, developed be-
iween Jordan and Tyndall. Jordan wanted an
openly Nazi German-style organisation while
Tyndall realised it would not succeed and
accordingly, Tyndall, in 1964, established the
Greater Britain Movement which, as part of
its platform called for the compulsory steri-
lisation of all those who have known heredi-
tary defects, either racial, mental or physical.

Seeking the unification and strengthening
qf groups with similar ideologies, the respec-
tive organisations of Chesterton, Fountaine
and Bean, and Tyndall amalgamated in 1967
under Chesterton’s chairmanship into the Na-
tional Front which had a head office staff of
five and a twenty man directorate. In 1972,
John Tyndall became its chairman and the
Front gained in strength. By 1973, it had
abou} 12,000 members and in the general
elections of 1974 polled 3.1% of the vote, In
local elections in 1976, it won 40,000 votes in
Leicester and some 25-30% of votes in other
areas .of high immigrant concentration and in
qecaymg inner-city areas, in some cases pol-
ling more than the Liberals, the traditionally
third strongest party in the country.

Originally regarded as a tiny band of
cranks, the National Front is now believed
by many Britons to be a serious threat to the
sun_'wyal of democracy. It is a group that sees
Britain’s future as being best served by her

becoming a rigidly-controlled authoritarian
police state, that believes with Tyndall that
the survival of Britain is more important than
the survival of parliamentary democracy, and
that, in pursuit of its beliefs, adopts practices
— marches, demonstrations, racial slogans,
assaults, provocation of racial violence —
that reveal it to be a front for dedicated and
committed national socialists.

The platform of the National Frp_nt is
broadly two-fold: racist and anti-Semitic.

It has called repeatedly for the deporta-
tion of Britain’s black and Asian population.
It has been responsible for the murder of
three Asians in the summer of 1976. It has
deliberately held demonstrations in immi-
grant areas, eg. in Lewisham (S.E. London)
in August 1977, thereby provoking battles
between anti-Fascis's and police and be-
tween the Left and National Front marchers.
It has carried out attacks on immigrant hous-
es and shops, smashing windows, and daub-
ing swastikas and obscenities in different re-
gions.

Its anti-Semitic activities, although less
violent and more verbal, have been none the
less pernicious. The Nazi inspiration behind
the National Front is barely concealed, and
it is no accident that all of its precursors have
been tainted by Nazi ideology. Witness, for
example, Chesterton’s Jewish and com-
munist-capitalist conspiracy theses; or the
liaison of the earlier National Socialist Move-
ment of Jordan, Tyndall and Webster with
Lincoln Rockwell, former leader of the Ameri-
can Nazi Party; or Martin Webster’s boast
that “we are busy forming a well-oiled Nazi
machine”; or the ‘creation of an armed para-
military group on the lines of Nazi storm-
troopers; or Jordan’s belief in an openly Ger-
man-style Nazi organisation and his declara-
tion that “Hitler was right”.

And if this is not sufficient, a look at'the;
National Front's publications ‘Britain First
and ‘Spearhead’ might be more persuasive.
Initially phrasing its views in mild euphem-
isms to a'tract those who might otherwise be
alienated by more intemperate declarations
and pronouncements, it has since become
more strident. Where, at first, Tyndall spoke
of “international financiers” deliberately pro-
moting black immigration to encourage rac“e-
mixing and destroy the white race, and of “a
squalid mulatto future where a negrified Bri-
tain would eventually fall under the rule of
others who had more wisely proteqted‘thgelr
own racial stock’ (these ‘others’ being shift-
ing shadowy figures of disproportionate in-
fluence and alien loyalties’ — Britain First,
October 1975), he has subsequently become
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more explicit: “It is an inconstestable fact
that Communism, both as doctrine and revo-
lutionary movement, owes more to the Jews
than to any other race. . . . So long as Jews
are to the fore in promoting Communism gnd
World Government, fuel is going to be given
to those who maintain that there is a Jewish
conspiracy for world power as outlined in
the “Protocols of the Elders of Zion” (March
1976), and “The Jew is like a poisonous mag-
got feeding on a body in an advanced state
of decay”. To add insult to injury, the issue
of Spearhead of July 1977 carried_a review
of A. R. Butz's “The Hoax of the Twentieth
Century”, a book that states categorically
that the Holocaust never happened, that the
allegations of mass murder were “manufac-
tured by the persistent propaganda of the
World Jewish Congress’, that the confes-
sions of SS killers were perjured statements
extracted under duress” and that the gas-
chambers of Auschwitz were ‘“a tissue of
lies”.

Though pleading a democratic and free
Australia, the Australian National Front stands
condemned and damned by its association
wi.h a bird of a similar feather in Britain. The
local Front talks of a Commonwealih National
Front and of someday becoming the govern-
ment of Australia, a piece of sheer nonsense.
As a party, it is unlikely to gain much elec-
toral mileage in Australia and will probably
go the way of other local lunatic fringe
groups such as the Nazi Party of Australia
(which, too, endorses the National Front) and
the Eric Butler-led League of Rights. As an
entity, it does not constitute a threat to or-
ganised political life in Australia nor immedi-
ately to the country’s democracy and parlia-
mentary traditions — significantly, members
of both Government and Opposition have
condemned it — but through its publications,
propaganda and fabrications, the National
Front may insinuate its ideas surreptitiously
into the thinking of the public and its leaders.
This is where its greater menace lies and it
is against these ideas that vigilance and op-
position must be maintained lest they be
transformed into violent action.

Australia has become a more openly
pluralistic diverse and ethnically-varied
society which has evolved this way in latter
years relatively peacefully and democratic-
ally. To permit extreme racist views against
any section of the community to spread un-
challenged is to turn the clock back to the
days of rabid and destructive nationalism
and to risk disruption of Australian society
and its institutions into a State in which
no-one is safe.

September 1978.

Solemn Days —

An Ethical Humanist
View of Rosh Hashanah

and Yom Kippur

ISRAEL KNOX

According to tradition, Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur are yamim noraim, days of
awe, solemn days. Rosh Hashanah marks the
beginning of a period of penitence and Yom
Kippur completes it.

The Jew who labels himself ‘“‘secularist”
or “agnostic” is baffled by these holidays. He
has not been able to cope wiih them as he
has, for example, with Passover, by extracting
their historical, poetic, and cultural elements,
and just bypassing their religious con-
tent.. . .

The basic trouble is that the very termi-
nology of the Holy Days — sin, repeniance,
forgiveness, Kingship of God — sounds alien
to the secularist. It is at best an echo out of
his remote past. And the fact is that for many
in the synagogue too these words are no
longer meaningful and do not correspond to
genuine experience. But if there is an ethical-
humanist dimension to Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur, then it should be possible to
invest this terminology with contemporary
significance and provide a reason for regard-
ing these Holy Days as a common possession
of all Jews.

There is a wonderful Hebrew-Yiddish
phrase, heshbon hanefesh. The phrase con-
notes a taking stock of one’s soul, an inner
accounting, a sitting-in-judgment upon one-
self. As we make our heshbon ha-nefesh we
confess our failure to span the gap between
conscience and conduct, between the stand-
ards we profess and the actions we perform.
We remember what we should have done
and did not do. This chasm beiween believ-
ing and living may or may not always be sur-
mountable, but the refusal to try to span it is
sin and the will to bridge it, at least to narrow
it, is atonement and redemption. Sin is the
gap between our promise and our conduct,
between our standards and our actions.

The linkage of religion and righteousness,
the insistence upon their inseparability, re-
presented the most exalted and radical ad-
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vance in the long his.ory of religion, and per-
haps in the whole of human thought. And this
was the singular accomplishment of the pro-
phets of Israel. These men were mountain
peaks in the history of religion and their mes-
sage was plain and direct. God is the God
of righteousness and He abhors injustice.
God’s law is a summons to holiness — to
help the widow, the orphan, the stranger in
the gate, and above all, to love one’s neigh-
bour as oneself. And neighbour was every-
body: all who were in need, who were vic-
tims of injustice, who were hungry and des-
titute. For the prophets, faith was not ex-
hausted in lip service to dogma or a creed;
faith was faithfulness to a covenant or righ:-
eousness, And sin was falling away from this
covenant, or circumventing it, or corrupting
it, or even externalizing it in rites and cere-
monies without embodying it in conduct,.

The prophets did not reject rites and cere-
monies as an enhancement of life, as a crys-
tallization of tradition, and as a concretiza-
tion of collective memory. And they discerned
their symbolic value as an expression of
man’s reaching out to something or to some-
one transcendent — something so near, be-
cause in our own groping toward the ideal
there is an ineffable quality, and something
so far, because so much of the ideal eludes
us as we seek to attain it. Sin was now de-
fined as social and ethical; it was located in
the community and it involved the diminu-
tion of dignity through poverty and ignorance
and man’s inhumanity to man. . . .

The Hebrew-Yiddish word for repentance
is teshuvah, and it means a turning and a
returning: a turning from the wrong path and
a returning to the right one. Sin is falling
away from the covenant, from the law of
righteousness, and repentance is both a sub-
jective change of heart and an objective
change of social relations and conditions in
community through right action. Atonement is
not private and introspective only, but also
public and outgoing. It is at-one-ment with
humanity and history and with the God of
history, or, if you will, with that which is
highest and best in history, in the universe.

The social and ethical aspect of sin is
never lost sight of in Judaism, and the Tal-
mud informs us that while all sins against
God are forgiven on Yom Kippur, the trans-
gressions against one’s fellowman are out-
side of God’s jurisdiction and can be forgiven
only by the one who was wronged. . . .

Rosh Hashanah stresses the universalist
motif. The prayers are not for Israel alone
but for the entire world — for its redemption

in righteousness and truth, There is the poig-
nant plea in them for the esiablishment of
the Kingdom of God. This Kingdom is to be
one oi righteousness and truth, in the spirit
of brotherhood and neighborliness, and the
annihilation of tyranny and inequality. The
Kingdom is the ideal, the aim and object of
the messianic expectancy and is in the future
But like the messianic tension within us, it Is
already a component of the present, pointing
towards the road before us. The going and
the goal are one. Kingdom and kingship have
an archaic ring for us, since they come to uUs
from another epoch, but we ought not to re-
gard such words literally.

The Kingship of God is noteworthy for its
negations, its flaming no to idolatry, whether
it be of man or of things. Idolatry is the ulti-
mate and absoluie loyalty to the part rather
than to the whole. The Kingship of God was
for ancient Judea what parliaments are for us
today. It was a check upon the unbridled
whims of the ruler; it was the voice of social
jusiice; it was a constant reminder of the
supremacy of the law of righteousness. No-
where else did such a check prevail, and
there was no appeal from the total authority
and ruthlessness of the tyrant. Nor was it
always effective in Judea, but there the ruler
could be at least branded as one who did
evil in the sight of God.

Our world is in crisis, and with Hamlet
we repine that the time is out of joint. How
are we to resolve this crisis? What is the
remedy for our ills? It is incumbent upon us
to realize that loyalty to a fragment, to a part,
must merge into the comprehensive loyalty
to the whole. The one must not swallow up
the many, but the many must not stand in
opposition to the one. The orchestration of
the many into a whole, without impairing the
uniqueness and distinctiveness of those who
compose the many — that must be our Im-
media‘e enterprise, if there is to be deliver-
ance for humanity.

Some of the prayers in the liturgy of Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur are for the disap-
pearance of idolatry from the world and for
the consummation of the Kingship of God.
Never was this as urgent as it is today when
mankind stands upon the very edge of a pre-
cipice with the abyss stretching before it.

The Kingdom of God is symbolic of one-
ness of mankind in freedom, righteousness
and dignity. And if God is what is best and
highest in us, reaching out to that which is
best and highest in the universe, then God
is not in Heaven, but is a power in the world
and in us for transforming ourselves and the
world in preparation for the Kingdom.
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The Winter Season of Australian Jewry

Impressions of Two Visits to Melbourne
BY PROFESSOR MOSHE PELLI

The visitor to Australia these days finds
local Jewry in its winier season. It is not a
calm winier but rather one that forecasts
a ‘cloudy to partially cloudy’ future for Aus-
tralian Jewry. Heavy rains fall frequently as
a result of climatic vagaries, influenced by
the ‘Sunday Times' (concerning reports of
alleged maltreatment of Arab prisoners in
Israel). The winds change indeed, but the
general trend is to bring about the scent of
oil as the Arab influence is growing in circles
that shape public opinion, namely the press,
the electronic media, the universiies and the
political leadership.

It is an interesting Jewry, like the Austra-
lian platypus, which is endowed with a uni-
que complexity: it is like a fish in water with
fins and gills for breathing, a beak like a
duck’s, the body of a beaver, and yet it is a
mammal. | met a young Jew whose parents
were deported to Australia in 1812; another
person, a “Palestinian’” Jew, arrived here
with his parents in 1929 and still speaks the
Hebrew of old Tel Aviv; others arrived be-
fore World War Il. Most, however, arrived
from Europe or Israel after the Holocaust.
Israelis, too, form part of this Jewry and,
finally, Russian Jews as well.

This Jewry has not yet struck very deep
roots in the local soil, this being due to the
fact that the majority came to Australia in
the great wave of post-War migration. Nor are
its other roots, the Jewish ones, particularly
deep and are perennially subject to nature’s
forces. Australia’s remoteness and geo-
grgphlcal isolation serve, paradoxically, to
bring this Jewry close to Israel and to Zion-
ism. It also serves as a common bond to
consolidate the local community.

Relationships with Israel are indeed quite
close. Local Jewish youth — which desires
and seeks some Jewish identification — visits
Israel in the hundreds, under the aegis of
the various youth leadership training insti-
tutions (such as ‘Hamachon L'Madrichei
Hutz L’Aretz’), or as a service year in the
kibbutzim affiliated with the youth move-
ments. Some stay in Israel, but the majority
returns with an “Israeli spirit”, its batteries
fully charged. There are those who see the
visit to Israel as the fulfilment of a spiritual
need — the realisation of values acquired in
the Jewish day schools and youth move-
ments. Nevertheless, the return to Australia
is part of existing realities, dictated generally

by the paren:s’ demands and by other social
and economic factors. The personal chal-
lenges and achievements of these youths,
the children of immigrants, find expression in
the mentality which gives priority to estab-
lishing themselves socially and economically
on the professional ladder. Factories for spin-
ning and weaving, first set up by immigrant
Jews, are being closed, not only bectause
of the economic situation but also because
the children drift towards medicine, law and
other such professions.

The pride of Melbourne Jewry is in its
Jewish and Hebrew educational institutions.
These schools have been successful in arous-
ing an lIsraeli, Zionist and Jewish conscious-
ness amongst the Jewish you'h. Thousands
of boys and girls are being educated in its
day-schools — such as the reputable Mount
Scopus College (with some 2200 students)
which is a middle-of-the-road religious Zion-
ist school, Bialik College which is a tradi-
tional Hebrew-Zionist school (with some 200
students), the Mizrachi Yavneh College, the
extreme Orthodox Ohalei Yosef Itzhak for
boys and Beth Rivkah for girls which form
part of the Habad stream, the Liberal King
David School, and two Yiddish schools,
Sholom Aleichem and I. L. Peretz Schools.
In addition, there exist Sunday schools at
the various synagogues.

One of the problems raised in discus-
sions with educators and local public per-
sonalities in that of teachers. At present, many
teachers are imported from lIsrael for fixed
terms and this arrangement is not always
successful, let alone the fact that not all are
suitable to their tasks, so | was told. There
is a plan to train local teachers with the sup-
port of Mount Scopus College, but this is
still in its early stages.

In addition to the formal education, Mel-
bourne shows considerable activity in the
cultural area, with lectures being given in
English and Yiddish, with Israeli films and
entertainment. The range of organisations is
wide — from the Zionist Federation at Beth
Weizmann to the Kadimah, the local institute
for Yiddish culture, from the Department of
Middle Eastern Studies at Melbourne Uni-
versity ( a series of lectures in Hebrew Litera-
ture has been conducted by the present
writer for the second year in succession) to
the Association of Friends of the Hebrew

Moshe Pelli is Professor of Modern Heberw Larguage and
Literature at Cornell Univers:ty, U.S.A.
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University, Women’s Organisations, Magen
David Adom, and the various synagogues.
Many peop!e attend their lectures.

The Hebrew high schools prepare Coun-
terpoint meetings on Jewish problems, in
which young lecturers and spiritual leaders
from Israel and the Diaspora bring the mes-
sage of Judaism to the local youth. At a
weekend of this kind, the youths find them-
seives in a total Jewish existence. One young
man told me of an emotional experience he
had in one of those Counterpoints. After a
lecture on ethics, he cried bitterly feeling
that he was not a “good’ Jew all year round.
This young man, who was currently complet-
ing his medical studies, strongly criticises
the alleged cynicism of his atheist father who
sent him to a religious school, However, this
medical student does admit that his educa-
tion has tied him strongly to Judaism.

The question of the future of Australian
Jewry emerges in discussions with local Jews
of all circles. There are some who express a
strong pessimism about it. According to this
point of view, the Holocaust consciousness
found in the parent generation in its fullest
measure is absent within the younger genera-
tion. On the other hand, others profess hope
based on the influence of the intensive Jew-
ish education that is given to their children.
Lighting the candles and reciting Kiddush are
part of an Erev Shabbat meal in one non-
religious family | was invited to. An Israeli
couple in its thirties who in Israel turned
away from religion completely are now mem-
bers of a Liberal Congregation and attend
Friday night services regularly in order to
tie their children to Judaism.

A Jewish academic at Monash University
who is President of Hillel, Dr. Paul Gardner,
has high hopes for local Jewry. He points to
the growth of a young na‘ive leadership, and
pessimism is quite remote from him. Accord-
ing to him, the community has to create a
communal centre that will serve the whole
Jewish population of Melbourne. Beth Weiz-
mann, the current centre, although a central
locale, is not designed to serve the needs of
sport and large-scale performances. Nor does
the Hakoah Club in Sydney, although it is
central, diverse and large, furnish, according
to many, an example of a community centre,
but rather shows some weaknesses of Syd-
ney Jewry. What shocks the Jewish visitor
to the Hakoah Club is the ringing of hundreds
of gambling machines; the image is of scores
of Jews standing and expressing their
Jewishness by pulling the poker machine
levers. A popular restaurant (that does not
serve kashrut) provides Jewish gastronomy,
and a noisy night-club caters for spiritual

and cultural needs.

One of the problems is related to the
stagnation of Australian Jewish population
growth. Local Jews do not desire to have
more lsraeli migrants, but hope for a certain
alleviation of the situation to come from Rus-
sian Jewry. Meanwhile, it was pointed out to
me, the Russian Jews who do arrive here are
“problematic” and fall as a burden on the
communiiy, mainly with regard to Jewish
education. On the other hand, a young woman
who still has family behind the Iron Curtain
complained to me bitterly about the hard
treatment by some local Jews of immigrant
Jews. Against the Israelis, it is claimed }hat
they do not participate in the community’s
religious and cultural life and that 'they do
not contribute to appeals. One Israeli woman
in her early tweniies complained to me that
the Israeli “material’” who arrives here (ex-
cluding herself and a few selected others)
is not particularly praiseworthy, and she
therefore prefers to keep non-Jewish com-
pany with whom she has more in common.

It seems that the root of the problerp \A{lth
regard to local Jewry is that of the gontlnqmg
generation, not so much from the immediate
question of population growth but rather the
difficulties of keeping the young generation
within the Jewish framework. The critical age
is that ot the years following high school —
the years of universily education. Young
adults, confined to ‘“ghetto-type” education,
emerge at this age into society at large, and
some of them are frequently burned. Gradu-
ates of the Hebrew schools, however, claim
that their education has prepared them to
cope with the general surroundings by fitting
them with a firm Jewish identity. He who has
not studied in a Jewish school, they say, finds
himself in spiritual and identity confusion.
One notes a lack of a social framework and
of intellectually stimulating programs to en-
gage these young adults. Mr. Shimshon
Kamil, President of the State Zionist Council
in Victoria, told me, ‘“From the ages of 25 to
45, we do not see these young Jews.”

The Melbourne University Jewish Stu-
dents’ Society endeavours to be active but
its functions are not intensive, regular or
sufficiently related to need. Non-involvement
seems to mark both the Jewish and non-
Jewish students whose almost sole interest
is in their professional advancement. How-
ever, one student at Melbourne University
reassured me that Jewish students are active
on campus. This is evident in the following
example. The Australian Union of Students
has strongly leftist trends and takes an ex-
treme anti-Israel stand. Melbourne University
students tried to break away from the
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National Union in order that student money
would not be used for political purposes. The
Jews among them insisted that union dues
not be used for anti-Israel propaganda. The
ex-President of the Jewish Students’ Society
and of the University’s Student Representa-
tive Council, Michael Danby, was subse-
quently beaten up by Maoist leftist extremists
and required hospitalisation. Anti-Israel
motions on campus were rejected as a result
of pressure from the Jewish students. How-
ever, one student asked, with apprehension,
“But how long will we succeed to maintain
our stand?”

The problem of the ‘“continuing genera-
tion” is also that of the continuity of the
generation; namely, to what extent does the
Jewish community enable the Jewish uni-
versity students to expand their horizons in
Jewish and Hebrew studies. At Melbourne
University, Hebrew studies are offered in
the Department of Middle Eastern Studies.
However, the curriculum and teaching tech-
niques must be improved, updated and ex-
panded in order to meet current needs.* In
Melbourne’s Prahran College, a curriculum
of Jewish studies has been established. Its
program provides for the educational needs
of the adults in the community and offers
instruction in Hebrew, Yiddish and Jewish
History. The Director is Mr. Henry Shaw and
a full-time instructor has been recruited for
the purpose of fuifilling its program.

The emergence of an ethnic conscious-
ness in Melbourne, where more than one-
third of its population are immigrants, and
the concept of a pluralistic culture may furth-
er advance Hebrew culture and a Jewish
consciousness. Hebrew and Yiddish radio
programs can be heard and English and
Yiddish journals are available to the Mel-
bourne Jew. However, these are only the tip
of the iceberg. A Jewish intellectual, born in
Melbourne, but who has spent several years
abroad, tells me that he cannot find his place
back here. It is difficult, he says, to motivate
this Jewry.

There is a sense of lack of a challenging

*An encouraging step has taken place with the
Invitation to this writer to conduct three courses In
modern Hebrew Literature during the second term for
the second successive year. The Head of the Depart-
ment, Mr. Dudley Hallam, an enthusiastic lover of
Israel and of Hebrew, drew the attention of the Jewish
community to the need to support Hebrew studies.
There was some apprehension that the Department,
which was established with the help of Jewish finance
will change Its direction and emphasise Islamic
studies. Fortunately, the university has heeded In part
to the community’s demands and has advertised a
position in modern Hebrew. Sydney University last
year invited Yossl Gamzu as Hebrew Lecturer. Sydney
also announced Its plans to set up a chair in Hebrew
or Arablc.

intellectual aimosphere: provincialism and
parochialism seem to mark both Jewish and
non-Jewish Australia. A large proportion of
news of the wider world, for example, is
glossed over in the local press. And this is
typical of the more serious newspapers as
well. Because of this, an in‘ense protest
followed last year’s publication, with a bold
exaggerated headline, of a “Sunday Times”
article on the alleged torture of Arab prison-
ers in Israel. Letters of protest were pub-
lished both on its falsity and on the distor-
tion of its dimensions into the leading item
of the day.

Is this anti-Semitism? Or anti-Zionism?
These phenomena do exist. Sports clubs that
exclude Jews do exist in Melbourne as well
as in other cities in Australia. In personal
contacts, the Jew is sometimes faced with
strong anti-dJewish expressions, especially in
some radio programs and on the sports field.
Nevertheless, the Jews themseives are not
entirely free of anti-Gentile sentiments. One
local slang term for non-Jew that | heard only
here is “Yok’ (and this did not originate in
Turkey).

One hopes that the appoiniment of Sir
Zelman Cowen as the Governor-General of
Australia — the second Jew to be appointed
to this high position — may help towards the
disappearance of anti-Semitic phenomena in
Australian social life.

All in all, the winter season of Australian
Jewry does not seem wholly bleak. The sun
shines every so often, and the visitor hopes
that he has not seen only the worst.

(Transla'ed from the Hebrew by Ami Even-
Chaim).
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Benevolence, Brotherly Love and Harmony—

This is B'nai B'rith

MATYLDA ENGELMAN

“The world rests on three foundations: on
learning, service and benevolence.”

Nothing sums up more accurately the ob-
jectives and philosophy of B’nai B’rith than
the words of the ‘“Ethics of the Fathers”,
inscribed on the wall of the Order’'s magni-
ficent building in Washington.

B’nai B’rith was founded on the 13th
October 1843 in New York by a small group
of American Jews under the leadership of
Henry Jones. Most of them were Jewish im-
migrants from Germany. They became aware
of the need for an organisation capable of
uniting the Jews, at that time bitterly divided
on the basis of origin and social and eco-
nomic status, and split by educational and
in‘ellectual differences as well as religious
concepts. Convinced that a society based on
tolerance, respect for others and freedom
of the human spirit could unify the people,
they then founded the Order and inaugurated
the New York Lodge No. 1. The name B’nai
B’rith (“‘Sons of the Covenant”) was adopted.

B’nai B’rith is the only Jewish organisa-
tion of its kind to have been founded in the
eariy 19h century and still going strong.
There are Lodges in 46 countries. The first
Australian Lodge was established in Sydney
in 1944 and by 1957, B’nai B’rith was repre-
sented in every State of Australia. The first
Lodge in New Zealand was inaugurated in
1960.

B'nai B’rith is a Jewish fraternal and
service organisation with a wide range of
activities which offer also wide scope for
individual initiative and which serve not only
the Jewish Community but also the commun-
ty at large. Its members are Jews drawn
from every walk of life — Rabbis, academics
and laymen, Orthodox and Liberal, religious
and non-religious — who attend meetings
and take part in the work of the various
committees which are the backbone of Lodge
and Chapter activities.

The basic principles of the Order are:
Benevolence, Brotherly and Sisterly love and
Harmony.

B’nai B’rith has taken upon itself the mis-
sion of uniting people of the Jewish faith in
the work of promoting the highest interests
of humanity and of developing and elevating
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mental and moral character — by inculcat-
ing the purest principle of philanthropy, honor
and patriotism; by supporting science and art;
and by alleviating the wants of the poor and
needy, for example by visiting and atte.nd_mg
to the sick, coming to the rescue of victims
of persecution, and providing for, protecting
and assisting the aged, the widow and the
orphan. )

After more than 130 years of service, the
program of B’nai B’rith has been w:denecj to
include the Anti-defamation League of B’nai
B'rith, its stated purpose being not only to
fight anii-Semitism and defend Jews against
all forms of discrimination, but also to build
stronger inter-faith community rt_alatlons. Aq-
cordingly, close co-operation with the Anti-
Defama‘ion Committee of the Victorian
Jewish Board of Deputies and with the B’nai
B'rith world bodies has become an almost
everyday task.

Israel

The support of the State of Israel has the
highest priority. It began already in 1865
when the B’nai B'rith in the United States
sent monies to Palestine. It never ceased to
support first the Yishuv in Palestine and,tot
day the State of Israel. For example, B’nai
B’rith has been responsible for the sale and
purchase of about 200 million dollars of
Israel Bonds. It organises its largest meeyngs
for the United Israel Appeal. Other achieve-
ments include: B’nai B’rith Martyrs’ Forests,
B’nai B'rith Scholarships, the B’nai B’rith
Women's Home for emotionally disturbed
children in the Judean Hills, the home for the
Aged on Mt. Carmel in Haifa, the Malkia Field
Hospital, the Jaffa Kindergarten and the Blind
Institute. The Lodges have established an
annual scholarship for students whose finan-
cial need and scholastic ability merit such
an award. Subtantial contributions are made
to the Hebrew University, the Haifa Technion,
the Weizmann !nstitute in Rechovot and many
more projects. In short, the fate of the Jew-
ish State is acknowledged as a matter.of
vital importance to Jewish communities
everywhere,

Youth _
To B’nai B’rith, youth is of paramount im-
portance. It has sponsored what has now
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become the largest Jewish Youth Movement
in the worid, comprising the B’nai B’rith
Young Adult Organisation, the Aleph Zadek
Aleph (A.Z.A), and the Hillel Foundation
vrhich, through qualified counsellors, assisis
Jewish students to understand and appreci-
ate their common heritage of Judaism and
democracy and to equip them for a socially
useful life by fostering better relationships
and understanding. Hillel also helps to
combat anti-Semitism and racial discrimina-
tion on university campuses.

Youth activities ca'er for a wide range
of age-groups and its youth camps have
become a focal meeting place for the young
generation in all parts of Australia and New
Zealand.
individual Lodge and Chapter work

All Lodge and Chapter work is transacted
by various committees. The principal Com-
mittees are: Membership, Cultural, Benevo-
lence, Financial, Social, Sick visiting, Public
relations, Lodge Home, Bulletin, Library, Is-
rael, Jewish education and Community Ser-
vice and Welfare.

The B’nai B’rith Bulletin which appears
bi-mon:hly and is published in Sydney is the
official organ of the Order in Australia and
New Zealand. The Bulletin follows a policy
of presenting well-balanced articles on is-
sues dealing with B’nai B'rith, Israel and
Jewish culture.

It is the policy of all Lodges and Chap-
ters to include as many members as possible
in the work of the Committee. These per-
sonal activities create greater interest and
loyalty, enable members to know each other
better and create lasting friendships. Mem-
bers are encouraged tp suggest and to take
part in old and new projects.

The scope of activities is very broad and
include the following among others:

* Mother’s help service

* Regular visits to Homes for elderly

people

* Parties, outings, companionship and

entertainment for elderly folk

* Hospital visits to Jewish patients

* Helping newcomers to establish them-

selves in Australia and aiding the Jew-
ish Welfare and Relief Society in
special cases

* Benevolence for its own members and

dependents of deceased
* Aid to the United Israel Appeal
* Visits to small communities such as
Ballarat and Hobart

* Help to worthy causes outside the Jew-
ish Community, e.g. the Freedom from
Hunger Campaign and contributions to
local charities.

| have outlined the purpose and message
of B’nai B’ri'h. According to its tenets, mem-
bership is open to all Jews of gocd character
who are willing to participate in the life of a
Jewish fraternal organisation and render ser-
vice as a whole in many diverse capacities.
The foremost aim of its members is to help
those less fortunate than themseives and the
deep personal warm feeling gained in bring-
ing a spark of happiness to others is the
highest reward. Being a member of B’nai
B’rith means to be a member of one large
family where one can receive and contribute
love, mutual respect and friendship.

As part of B’nai B’rith mon'h held in July
of this year, some synagogues conducted a
special “B’nai B'’rith Sabbath” Service on
July 15th. May | conclude with the special
Prayer for B'nai B'rith read by Reverend Link
in the St. Kilda Synagogue:

“Our G-d and G-d of our Fa'hers,

We ask your blessing on the members
of B’nai Brith, their service and their
work.

We hope that their endeavours will
forge links of friendship in our com-
munity, will give help where it is
needed and that they may faithfully
serve Israel and our People.

May Benevolence, Brotherly love and
Harmony prevail in their ranks and
thence spread throughout the com-
munity. May they prove themselves
loyal Sons and Daughters of the
Covenant, now and for evermore.

Amen”.
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The “Melbourne Chronicle”, published
by the Jewish National Library and Cul-
tural Centre “Kadimah”, aims to deal
with cultural, communal, social, political
and religious issues of interest and rele-
vance to the Jewish community.

In keeping with this aim, the *“Mel-

bourne Chronicle” invites contributions
of articles, poetry, short stories, critiques
and reviews from all interested members
in the community. In particular, it seeks
to serve as an outlet for local creative

literary talent.

The opinions expressed by contributors
to the “Melbourne Chronicle” are their
own and do not necessarily represent the
views of the editorial committee or of the
Kadimah organisation.
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The Jew As An
Alienated Figure In

The Fiction of Patrick
White and Bernard
Malamud

BY YONI RYAN

The figure of the alienated man may be used for
various purposes in literature. Distanced from society,
he may be the more capable of probing its idiosyncra-
sies, probably its tolerances and certainly its
intolerances, for didactic purposes. Also, only in the
state of alienation, many novelists would seem to
imply, can one achieve self-realisation, since only in
this "state is one capable of the introspection which
appears necessary before man can turn his view out-
wards and come to terms with his fellow man. And to
carry this one step further, the alienated figure may
also be more capable of finding the transcendent,
because if he learns to accept alienation as his fate,
he may be freed to discover the Real-

What criteria does the novelist use in his choice of
such a figure? The prime one of course is that the
character be an easily recognisable symbol of aliena-
tion. The most convenient figure is that of the socially
alienated man, whose status, whether racially, physic-
ally or economically based, instantly places him in the
realm of “the Other”. The author does not need to
expend time and words delineating the reasons for his
character’s estrangement from society, but may pro-
ceed immediately to the depiction of his mental reac-
tion to that condition. The immigrant is a viable symbol
of alienation because of the immense population shifts
of this century and his position as outsider at the
fringe of an alien environment. More appropriately
still, today, is the immigrant child caught between two
cultures, without the bread and butter concerns of his
parents, sceptical of what he deems shibboleths, but
despairing of finding an alternative in the superficiali-
ties of modern existence. Various other characters
have been mooted as satisfactory representatives of
the condition of alienation: the mentally-disturbed, the
homosexual, and most recently the Negro, but none
has achieved such recognition as a paradigm of aliena-
tion as has the Jew.

The reasons for the Jew's extraordinary acceptance
as a literary symbol are related partly to his historical
position as a traditional victim of social ostracism,
partly to the dubious position he has been seen to
occupy as an alien figure in literature, and partly to his
archetypal position in the European consciousness as
the Wandering Jew excluded from all lands- Apart from
these general reasons, the Jew must be viewed In a
different light in this century. To some extent, man
feels the quilt of complicity through complacence as
a result of the Nazi era; atonement through imagina-
tion. especially for the reader, is a relatively painless
matter, and perhaps intellectual expiation is now the
only possibility. The mythic Wandering Jew of the
nineteenth century has become the actual displaced
person of the twentieth, and thus functions imagina-
tively as the unwanted, the allenated. Then too it Is
possible to view the estrangement of the Jew as his

destiny, an indication of his chosenness. ; )

This examination concerns Itself primarily with
Bernard Malamud’s The Fixer (1966) and Patrick
White's Riders in the Chariot (1961) which employ the
Jew as alienated man in search of self-realisation.
Wriere Malamud, in The Assistant, (and James Joyce
in Ulysses) tendered merely the image of alenation
and suffering as an inevitable and constant condition,
here some definile alternative to personal dpspair is
offered. The Jewish characters of The Fixer and
Riders in the Chariot, forced to accept their identity,
are also forced into a self-confrontation in wt_nch they
discover a meaning for existence, wh.Ich' is to find va!;{e
for themselves, and to give value to life itself in specific
rather than general terms. In thege wo;ks, the tragic
note which we expect in connection with the Je\tn;] is
maintained, but it never descends into the p:a ?s
which surrounds Bloom in Ulysses or Frank Alp.nedn
The Assistant. Neither is it intended to climb to tragedy,
for both Yakov Bok and Mordechai Himmelfarb Iare
heroes who attain self-realisation and an lr_onlc glory
in superficial defeat- Thus personally rgallsed, th?y
share no common ground with the traditional traglc
hero. Rather they are heroes in the accepted _sensti.
however limited their victory inI its effects. It is not,
however, confined to the personal.

2 Yalfov Bok is the epﬁome of the small man, poor,
uneducated, ins'gnificant outside his immediate eﬂ-
virons, and unloved, but ‘“‘chosen’ despite his ur];/_w -
ingness to represent the Jewish race; by his sacri l_csata:
he defines a meaning for his existence and the exi
ence of any man.

Unlike yMalamud's protagonist who proceeds frlorg
a sinale sustained viewpoint, Himmelfarb is revea eof
through shifting visions: he is, moreover only V?/rI:?te's
four main characters who form the elect of i
Riders in the Chariot. Himmelfarb scarcely figures un&
til Part Il where he is contronted with Miss Hare oar?l
begins to speak in the elliptical elusive Iangﬁ_atgfe ac‘f
the “illuminati”’ really understand. It is W |essition
customed prose style and depends on a |uxtall;t:ooration
of natural and supernatural elemgnts.“a fluid a ef 4l
between actual and Imagist motifs: “The 1ag:ehto e
Jew immediately appeared to brim with lig g
windows, of course, were blazing with it at that hou i
Himmelfarb Identifies himself immediately in terlr-insre’s
his race and its destiny; he has not Miss Ha
Instinctual response to nature:

2 “It (I‘gature) is difficult for us to appreclat;ae.
except in theory- Until so very recently, we weW
confined within ghettoes. Trees and flowers gr:ede
on the other side of the walls, the other s
of our experience, in fact.” .

It Is notable that Yakov’s experience Is alsiz-)l_ w;e?:
his only glimpse of nature is through bars. g 'Imtros-
farb’s forte and that of his race Is reason an nhave
pection: “I am a Jew, and centuries of history it
accustomed one to look inward instead of olljtw?-laré
It is through the relation of his history to M's? dled
that we learn to what degree Judaism has in pr' S
both his character and his consciousness of mlssbo :

Himmelfarb is a product of mlddle—clas_s_ur“.ar;
German Jewry. He has survived the personal difficu 'f(ca)r
of the pre-war period, the relectlpn qf orthodoxy .
assimilation, the condescension in his attractlofn ik
Aryans, the substitution of reason and theory for fa i
His wife Reha and the dyer believe he has a spe;:hat
destiny, a messianic role to fulfl!: she exclaln:s o
his eves ‘see further”: “Much will p’e made cet?r'm
you! But to us, the ordinary ones?” Himmelfar 'Il'n-
mediately rejects his fate; like Yakov, he Is an unW|t Ihlg
victim at first. Like him, he Is forced to accep L
identity and fate through the‘polltlcal situation; i
before his destiny can be fulfilled, he must Iearn' N
love or ‘“‘deny his own purposes, as well as the Iex sl
ence of the race”. Agaln the Jew’s moral obligation Is
to love his fellow Jews and his fellow men.
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Himmelfarb, like Yakov, approaches Judaism
through intellection, a study or Jewisn mysucism;
they differ in that Yakov continues the process of
rationalisation, while Himmeltarb increasingly relies
on spiritual apprehension, arriving at a Kabbalistic
notion of the Redemptory Chariot. He refuses to leave
Germany because he has not yet received a sign, and
because he must expiate the sins of the Germans
which are his own; in contrast to Yakov, he accepts
the Jewish blood-guilt, in his belief that the Jews are
somehow responsible for their own fate. Already he
envisages his redemption in terms of physical and
spiritual agony. One night at the height of the terror, an
impulsive desire to be accepted by the Germans leads
him to leave his wife in order to visit the Stauffers.
Uncertain of the effects of the act, he is yet conscious
of it as a betrayal; it is the source of his actual guilt
as opposed to the abstract culpability he feels for his
people. Both are to haunt him at Sarsaparilla, for no
conciliatory gesture to one's enemies Is permissible,
and for the Chosen People the act of one is the act of
all. In a moment of unreason, he has failed his race
because he had not the strength to suffer-

The “lovingkindness’ which Mrs, Godbold finds so
natural Is difficult for Himmelfarb. Although he endea-
vours to accept the dyer's bequest to him, the
children of lIsrael, his love is merely theoretical: the
pitiful abject beings in the cattle-trucks revolt him.
But later, having decided that the intellect is not suf-
ficient justification for man’s existence, he prepares
himself by imposing tests of humility on his body,
utilising his mechanical occupation to chastise and
imprison his mind which when given freedom, “grew
arrogant” and ‘“was guilty of omissions”. Like Yakov,
ultimately he is aware that he is “a link in a chain of
events”” and so he endures, certain the sign will come.

At Seder, the Season for Freedom, he prepares for
deliverance, and journeys only to find that he must
“return to the bondage (he) had never really left":
Sarsaparilla is his Egypt and the Promised Land s
no geographical country. Later, despite his willingness,
he does not die in the mock crucifixion that follbws,
for one cannot will one's destiny so easily, and *“it
had not been accorded to him to expiate the sins of
the world,” only his own. But he begins to penetrate
the mystery of failure: one must have extreme simpli-
city of soul or be on the brink of death/resurrection.
Momentarily, he becomes the Messiah: he has attained
lovingkindness and recognises that each man’s illumi-
nation must be his own-

Himmefarb is betrayed by his human weakness and
the Redemptory Chariot becomes for him no mere
Kabbalistic symbol, but an urgent sign that salvation
is possible. Although far from the comic failures of
Malamud, he discovers on his deathbed the truth
of Konrad Stauffer's proposition that “perhaps atone-
ment Is only possible where there has been failure.”
He glimoses himself in triumph as the Messiah he was
prophesied to become. Exulting, he real’ses his un-
conscious knowledge, compounded of lovingkindness,
reason and sense, the corporate spirit of the Riders.
His spirit glances back to the world to a blaze of fire
which Is not immolation but Illumination — it Is not
through purgation that he is redeemed but through
the light of revelation. White's character Is Inevitably
herolc for he belongs to a spiritual coter’e. This
author’s image of the little man contrasts with Mala-
mud’s: whereas Yakov struggled from a position of
virtual ignorance deliberately to seek his destiny In
practical terms. Himmelfarb becomes dissatisfied with
Intellectual achlevement and proceeds to vislonary
exoerience which he shares with the “ little peonle”—
Miss Hare Dubbo. Mrs. Godbold and where Yakov Is to
accent his humanity, Himmelfarb. recoanisina its
pauclty, endeavours to transcend It and to Aassume
divinity. Thus his action is a ‘reversal’” of Christ’s:

not a physical incarnation but a deification-

Himmelfarb is introduced as an outcast, a “bloody
reffo’”” as the assimilated Harry Rosetree (nee Rosen-
baum) ejaculaies. His alienation is social and spiritual
— he has no affinities with Sarsaparillan society, but
he is also strange to himself for he cannot correlate
his sense of mission with the qualities necessary for
the ‘“s.gn”. But so are all the Riders alienated socially
as well as by their own sense of differeniness. They
are all of them unattractive physically; Miss Hare is
eccentric; Dubbo as an aboriginal is racially ofiensive
to the local people; Mrs. Godbold belongs to the in-
digent and ignored section of any community. The
consequence of alienation is not self-realisation as it
is in Malamud, but a spiritual transcendence which
is for Himmelfarb at least, fulfiiment in redemption.

Himmelfarb’s success as a symbol, is complicated
by his position as a member of the illuminati and by
the concept of the Chariot as a whole. He is the most
convincing of the characters as a symbol] of al'enation
because of his history. His narrative position as a
visionary ecstatic is the strongest because Masseh
Merkabah, the Divine Chariot of Ezekel, is one of the
central ideas of Zoharic mysticism- Himmelfarb’s is the
practical Kabbalism of the Germanic school, involving
a life of piety exhibited through prayer, meditation,
humility and inditterence to der:sion; but the devotee
may not lose sight of the community, which looks to
him as mentor because of his spiritual achievement.
This last demand bedevils Himmelfarb — compassion
he finds a consclious effort. His alienation, though not
as poignant at that of Dubbo, is intrinsic, for he Is an
actual outsider in Sarsaparilla whereas the others are
quixotic offshoots from within the society. His guilt
and the necessity of atonement are a direct result of
his brief capitulation during the persecution. Accord-
ing to the Commentaries, sacrifice may only be offered
In expiation of a sin committed in error, not a deliber-
ate evil, and so Himmelfarb’s eventual submission is
religiously motivated. His messianic role has been
inculcated by the faith of Reha and the dyer in the
past and by the other Riders in the present; as a Jew,
he may be deluded Into thinking of himself as the
Messiah. His identity also makes him the perfect scape-
goat for the primitive ‘‘Christian” society: when Blue
reminds himself ‘“the Jews crucified Our Lord” one
recalls Yakov's comment, “when they try me it will
be for the crucifixion”.

White casts as foil Harry Rosetree, whose very
name, symbolising suburbia and its concerns, con-
trasts with Himmelfarb, ‘“heaven-coloured”. Rnsetree
is the reciplent of many of White's barbs at suburban
existence and at those who would forego their identity,
but sympathy is reserved for him nonetheless- The
common man is not typically evil as Mrs. Fiack is,
but even Theobold, the foreman at the factory, shares
in the convenant of evil because of hls reluctance to
Interfere in an example of the Australian sense of
humour. Despite his rejection of self, Rosetree repre-
sen's the weak man prepared to distort and destroy
his Identity in order to merge into the pattern around
him. His confuson translated Into ebullience at Pesach/
Easter Is evidence of how poorly he has succeeded
In this. His reaction to Himmelfarb, an abusive “Jew-
ish Intellectual”, is that of terror; he Is drawn by fear
rather than obligation to organise a minyan for Him-
melfarb’'s burial prayers. Rejecting “those certain in-
herited truths' which are a Jew's only real possession,
in his fight for material welfare. he has failed to re-
cognise the fulfilment of his father's prophesv that
he will be the first to “receive Our Saviour” (Himmel-
farb), on Pesach. We are Invited to contrast the two
Jews: Himmelfarb. recognising with Rosetree's father
that “our history is all we have,"” sufferina and accent-
ing his life gloriously; and Rosetree. denvina his past,
his religion, and his soul to become anonymous, free
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from involvement, and driven to shameful suicide.

Himmelfarb presents one of the possible facets of
alienation within a parochial society which mirrors
a larger community. As we have noted, he is the most
viable symbol of the condition- Even Miss Hare who
intuitively understands that he was “worn down by
great privations” and ‘the accumulation of know-
ledge”, is amazed that Himmelfarb is “like a human
being”’. The attendants of alienation he possesses in
full in his capacity as victim, scapegoat and sufferer.
In learning to become a willing victim, he renounces
his position as scapegoat, although he is allowed to
escape; as with Yakov, physical and spiritual torture
so refine his understanding that he realises simplicity
is no protection against evil. Pain also crystallises his
compassion, so that it is no longer theoretical but
active. Alienation here leads to love.

Isolation is conceived by contemporary philoso-
phers as the essential consciousness of man in this
century; and if the dilemma of modern man is psychc
dislocation and alienation, the Jew epitomises it in
his search for personal identity and purpose, for mean-
ing and completeness, in his attempts to see himself in
terms of the whole and not the part. This isolation
may be artistically presented through the social theory
that discrimination leads to psychological estrange-
ment. It may also be presented through psychic dis-
tancing, the state of alienation, as in Riders in the
Chariot. Jewishness may not be the prime cause of
alienation, but the two are ultimately identified, and the
Jew comes to represent man as alienated figure in
many twentieth century literary works-

A Strange Affair

JULIETT R. SEGAL

| have often heard and read about peop'e
who have detected signs of adulthood in
babies — young children, and frankly to be
quite honest with you, | have always pooh
poohed the idea. Babies were babies, child-
ren were children and that was that!

Until | took that bus ride. It was just a
routine affair. Into town. A mother and child
got on at Doub'e Bay. Nothing very special,
head-turning or nerve-shattering. Just an
everyday occurrence. Nothing to look at
twice. But | did!

The mo'her sat down heavily on the seat,
a puff of air bursting out from her weight, a
stinging sound emerging from this contact.
The little boy clambered on to a seat the op-
posite side of the bus; his short stocky frame
hunched as he gazed with tremendous con-
centration through the window.

Just a three or four year old. What was
so disturbing about him?

Imagination! Imagination!

There was no denying, however that this
little boy in his clean white hot pants, bright
yellow pullover exuded an air of authority.
Every ges'ure, every turn of the head exuded
this quality. Assurance far beyond his years.
The assurance of a leader, a businessman —

or could it be a composer or virtuoso? Com-
petent, gifted, talented perhaps?

Phooey! Phooey!

Yet that clean yellow hair falling all over
his face.

Would it still be fair when they would be
stamping their feet and calling out for him?

“Carlo,”” his mother called out in accented
English, “be a good leetle boy and come
here.’

Carlo, | thought to myself, he would have
a name like that and then | knew . . . . ..

It was 2000 A.D. Carlo Bertini, the brilliant
young conductor was driving north. frqm L_a
Scala, Milan. The applause still ringing in his
ears.

“Bertini! Bertini!” the audience had cried
in ecstasy.

Unbelievable!

True it was a fantastic opera. Superb! All
barriers of race, creed and colour were swept
away in one shattering scene fulfilling Mes-
slanic prophecies.

“The wolf shall dwell with the Iarpb and
the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and
the calf and the young lion and the fatling
together; and a little child shall lead them.”

The finale, a brilliant dazzling spectacle,
depicted the unifying of black, brown, yellow
and white races with deep love and under-
standing. ) 1

Not the love blurted out by pop singers In
the sixties and seventies, but this opera writ-
ten in 1984 “Con Amore” (with love) was a
cry from the whole human race for compas-
sion —understanding. The whole world was
depicted as unified. Indeed, in the last scene
a leopard, kid and lion wandered about with
a child leading them. :

In all that ecstasy they had called for him.
He closed his eyes in gratitude, remembering
the beautiful young woman musician who
had kissed his hand backstage. ‘“Maestro”
she had called him, “Bella. Bella.” The ltalian
side of him had adored it, but the staunch
Australian side had loathed it.

Thud! Thud! Thud!

Carlo was drumming with rythmic inten-
sity on the bus seat. Tired of looking out of
the window he fixed me with a cold stare.
“Boo!” | said foolishly. He looked at me
patronisingly.

Already, | thought.

His little face creased into a scowl, the
corners of his mouth drooped and be began
to bawl loudly. His mother darted over to his
side, brilliant as a humming bird, put him on
her lap and comforted him.

Carlo flashed me a look of triumph as if
to say, “There, do what you like you can’t
touch me.”
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The mother rocked backwards and for-
wards oblivious of everybody in the bus, her
gold earrings flashing in the sparkling sun-
light. Just a baby aiter all. What imagination
| had. A chubby little boy in a yellow sweater,
scratched knees above long white socks en-
cased in white shoes. Brown knees con-
trasting sharply with short white pants. He
clung babyishly to his mother’s hand, then
tiring of this undignified position scrambled
off his mother’s lap on to the bus seat.

He gazed at me. Severely. Pink tongue
pointed at me with rapier-like precision.

“Fez please, Fez please,” yelled the con-
ductor as the bus swerved around the corner,
“fez please”.

Automatically | handed my small change
to him, dragging my eyes away from this
imp.

“Be a good leetle boy,” coaxed his
mother giving him an affectionate squeeze.
His face lit up for a moment as he gazed at
his adoring mother and then as if remember-
ing his dignity became cool and withdrawn.
He gazed at me calculatingly, litile monkey.

“Damn you, get out of the way”, screamed
the driver to a vast tow truck blocking his
way. He pulled up with a jerk. It looked like
a long wait. Everybody sat waiting patiently
or otherwise gazing at their wrist watches
every few minutes. The truck slewed diagon-
ally across the road, the pantechnicon it was
towing adding to the chaos. To add to the
general melee men were working on gas
mains, right in the middle of the road.

“It looks like a long wait,” said my neigh-
bour a white haired witch-like old lady, mor-
osely adding, “Modern transport”. “Agreed,
agreed.” said “Cranky Face” in the opposite
seat.

Carlo closed his eyes ecstatically. Yes
there was no doubt about it. There it was
again the dignified expression, the pent-up
energy in the hunched shoulders. The air of
the virtuoso. You could just see him. “Doing
what?”, | asked myself, thinking hard.

Wielding a — baton (that was it) like a rod
of iron!

That blonde hair, would it still be that
colour — falling into his eyes? His short
bull-like neck turned beetroot with emotion
and exercise as he drained every drop from
the score under his eyes.

Perspiration ran down his back in rivu-
lets. His immaculate white shirt clung to him
like a wet sail. The piercing sweet tone of the
violin, now haunting, now melancholy, the
rich reassurance of the cello, the echo of
the horns, strangled, distraught. The denial
and triumph of the brass cymbals, the deli-
cate breath of the woodwind. All blended in

with God’s most wonderful instrument — the
human voice. A paean of praise.

The voices soared. They cajoled, re-
viled —tore each other to shreds. Love.
disdain, scorn, abuse, it was all the same —
beautiful golden sound rising in shattering
silvered arcs.

“Con amore,” sang the baritone disdain-
fully sweeping the villain aside.

“Con amore,” sang the coloratura.

“Amore, amore,” sang the chorus making
way for the dancers, tambourines resounding
joyfully. Ribbons swirled gaily from their
headbands. Blue violet, orange and yellow,
orange, violet, red orange, mauve, palest of
pinks, blue green, red, crimson and white
fluttering violently in a sea of undulating
colour, bewitching the eyes with a myriad of
flashing designs.

“My love, my love,” sighed the violins.

“Come! Come!” called the cello.

“Goodbye, goodbye.” cried the flute.

“Never! Never!” responded the violins.

“Alas, too true, too true,” rolled the
drums, ‘““too true, too true.”

“Alas, alas” sobbed the woodwind and as
the baton rose and fell its direc:or stood on
his toes, bobbed forward vigorously stabbing
the air with his baton, pointing to the mem-
bers of the orchestra, this way now that way,
as the sound mingled with the singers’ voices
— until the last frantic curtain call.

“Bravo! Bravo!” The audience rose as
one man rapturously appiauding. “Bravo!
Bravo!”

First the female lead, then the male lead,
the chorus, the dancers, the cast and incredi-
bly cries of —

“Bertini! Bertini!”

Heels vigorously stamped and thundered
on the floor until he was brought forward in
a daze.

A mere stripling in the world of music;
Carlo blinked his tears away as he bowed in
homage to the audience which payed homage
to him,

“Encore! Bravo! Bravo!” The applause
washed through the air like rain thundering
on the roof.

Backstage. Remembering. The young wo-
man he had seen in the audience — noticed
her for one brief moment. Their eyes glued
on each other. Locked in a visual embrace
for one brief moment. Something warm and
soft had flowed through him. Something like
— “Brown Velvet”’ he would have said know-
ihng full well very few would have understood

im.

His tired mind was filled with so many
vibrant ideas. He could hardly cope. His en-
gagement for the Sydney Opera House. A

Melbourne Chronicle

® September-October 1978 13




special occasion. Joan Sutherland had con-
sidered to emerge from her retirement; had
put the seal of approval on his appointment
as her conductor. It was to be a gala affair.
One night only. Many world celebrities at-
tending.

“Ouch!”

The bus gave a lurch and jerked one back
in.o the seat.

“Okay! Okay!” yelled the driver. “Take it
easy, take it easy.”

| came to. Trucks were darting hither and
thither. Traffic had banked up. Horns were
blaring.

“Honk! Honk! Honk!"’

Frayed tempers, people getting in and out
of the bus. Curses, muttering and little hope
of getting any further. The road was com-
p.etely blocked. It would be a long wait. My
long overdue appointment disappeared like
a meteor on the distant horizon. Fume as |
may there was nothing | could do. Nothing!

What was it Confucius said?

“If rape inevitable relax and enjoy it.”

| smiled to myself and offered my apolo-
gies to him. | really did doubt its authenticity.
| gave myself up to the inevitable. Not the
rape, of course. And waited.

The lines deepened as ‘““Cranky Face”
muttered to himself.

“Damned and blasted nuisance.”

“As | said before it's MODERN TRANS-
PORT, just MODERN TRANSPORT,” said the
“White Haired Witch”, looking around for
something. Probably her broomstick. | ins-
tinctively looked to see if it was lying on the
floor. No. All clear.

The noise was deafening as the truck
pushed and pulled. A nearby building under
construction echoed with workmen drilling
and blasting away. A veritable cacophony of
sound adding to the general chaos.

Delving into his briefcase ‘“Leather jac-
ket” opened and closed it feverishly. Would
he find the answer to his problem in its
depth?

“Tst, tst, tst”, sucking his tongue dramati-
cally. A “Bikie” in a bus? | wondered intri-
gued for just a moment. Not for long.

Young Carlo cuddled closely to his
mother had fallen asleep. Blonde hair over
his face, one hand clutching his mother, the
other hung straight as a baton. | tried to pic-
ture him as a — butcher? No. Baker, busi-
nessman, No! All drew a strict definite No
from me. Impossible!

It seemed he was fated for a musician’s
life. The oboe was to be his instrument, some
work as repetiteur, the way into conducting
opera. A scholarship to study in Europe. The
return to the music centre of the world. New

York. London. Assistant coach and conduc-
tor to the opera singers and finally — a fully
fledged conductor.

All too clearly | could see where his tal-
ents lay. He would grace the Metropolitan,
Tel Aviv, Carnegie Hall, London, Paris — the
Vienna State Opera House. He would be driv-
en through the New York streets, brushing
away starry snowflakes as people clung to
his perceptibly moving car calling wildly —

“Maestro, Maestro.” ]

The Australian tan on his bronze Italian
skin contrasting sharply with the outside ele-
ments. He would grace the Palace of Fine
Arts in Mexico adding scintillating sound to
visual experience. )

The Opera House in Sydney whose shin-
ing white sails mirrored the passing -elements
in their surface. Soft pink and gold clouds
mirrored like mo:her of pearl shells in the
cream and pale beige shining surface — ful-
filling partially the sincere wish of the archi-
tect, Jorn Utzon, to compliment nature with a
building of magnificence and at the same
time mirror the passing elements. ;

The voices of operatic stars would rise
and fall in undulating waves of honeyed
sound. Above it all the baton would rise and
fall ordering that ocean into a calm swell,
sighing and subsiding into a veritable spark-
ling green sea. The Prima Donna’s flashing
gowns, jewel-like symbols against the black
velvet of the night sky surrounding the Opera
House.

With a grinding of brakes the bus star‘tled.

“All aboard”, yelled the conductor. “All
aboard.”

People clambered hastily onto the bus
again. With a screcching of brakes the tow
truck moved forward. The pantechnicon
groaned and grunted raspingly. The drilling
s'opped in the nearby building and the \gvork-
ers from the gas main looked up comically
from their trenches, as if seeking a better
world from the bowels of the earth.

“Okay, Okay,” bellowed the driver, “We're
off!”

His horny brown hands gripped the
wheels. The tow truck and pantechnicon
disappeared with a flourish around the
corner.

A staccato-like burst of drilling — almost
like firing resounded from the building along-
side.

“RAT-TAT-TAT.”

Was it all a dream? )

| looked at Carlo slobbering on his
mother’s shoulder, a silver trickle of saliva
snaking down his chin — eyes heavy with
sleep. He looked at me sombrely and closed
his left eye with a knowing wink.
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Book Review:

“Shalom: A Collection
of Australian Jewish
Stories”

compiled by Nancy Keesing. (Collins $8.95)

Australian Jewish writing has reached a
milestone. When it becomes possible for an
anthology of Jewish stories — and artistic,
articulate, representative ones at that — to
be compiled, then it indicates that such writ-
ing is coming of age.

Nancy Keesing, in her anthology ‘Sha-
lom”, has gathered together nineteen stories
by fourteen authors of diverse backgrounds
who, taken together, depict a wide range of
experience. Devising her collection so that it
has, in her words, an ‘“architecture, logic
and force” in its own right, Miss Keesing has
divided the stories into three sections —
“Europe”, represented by writers who are
primarily European-born and European-nur-
tured and whose settings and characters are
of similar origin (where not outright bio-
graphical); ‘‘Australia”, represented by Aus-
tralian-born or bred writers who deal with
various aspects of local life as a Jew and/or
immigrant; and ‘“‘Australia-Israel”, a smaller
section which moves again outside Australia
and takes cognisance of the inevitable in-
voivement which the Jew of this generation
nas developed with the Jewish State.

The most dramatic writing emerges under-
standably from the “European’” writers. Ex-
perienced anti-Semitism, war, the devasta-
tion of European Jewry, survival, — these
inform the works of a number of authors, in
this collection most strikingly in Lilian
Barnea’s story “A Man’, which tells of a
Polish Jew in wartime Warsaw who, under a
Polish identity, returns to his non-Jewish wife
for refuge. It is a vivid, forceful, harrowing
story, of fear, of guilt and of wandering.
Pinchas Goldhar’'s “A Cafe in Carlton”, too,
is strong meat. Mandel has escaped the
swastikas and taunts and pogroms of Ger-
many only to find swastikas and taunts scrib-
bled on the door of his Kosher restaurant in
Australia. Memories are stirred, emotions
seethe, leading to a climax as grotesque as
it understandable. Highly craftsmanlike are
the stories of David Martin, “Doris and the
1. Felicitously transated by Judah Waten

Other Frauleins” and ‘“Going Back’, set in
pre-and post-war Germany, and telling of a
man’s rewrn to the home of his childhood.
Ordinarily, such a return might foster nostal-
gia, fondness, or love, but time and events
have rendered this not fully possible. The
traveller brings his body back to Germany
but not his soul. The fourth writer in this
group is Herz Bergner, represented by the
s.ory “The Boarding House”,? in which a
mother whose son has died transfers her
concern and solicitude to a group of youths
who board with her, in a way vaguely re-
miniscent of Chekhov’s touching story “The
Darling” and Gorki’s novel “Mother”.

The stories in the section “Australia” are,
by contrast, more leisurely, certainly far less
urgent, and reflect perhaps the relatively
tension-free existence of the Jew in Austra-
lia. This is not to say that he is not beset by
worries and problems and dilemmas, but
these are not of the same order as those of
persecution and survival known to the “Euro-
pean’ writer. Here, the stories deal with im-
migrant life and hopes, touch upon conflicts
between the generations and tell of the life-
style and concerns of established Australian
Jews. Here one encounters the extended
moralistic anecdote as in Nathan Spielvo-
gei’s “Mr. Bronstein Learns his Lesson”,
John Lang’s amusing ‘“Music A Terror’” and
June Factor’s fine ““Made in Czechoslovakia’’;
here one eases into the simply-written, even
naive and iwo-dimensional stories of Judah
Waten (“Well, What Do You Say To My Boy”
and “A Peaceful Life’’), and bounds along
with Morris Lurie as, in “My Greatest Ambi-
tion”, he tells of his early fortunes as a teen-
age comic-strip artist. Fay Zwicky’s ‘“Host-
ages’’, telling of a twelve-year-old girl's anti-
pathy to a German refugee piano teacher is
the most serious and illuminating piece in
this section, and Nancy Keesing's own “Who
Then Was Alice’s Evil Fairy?”, a birth-to-
death portrait of an eccentric lady, is vivid,
clever and well-rounded, neatly bolstered by
a wealth of keenly-observed detail of charac-
ter and surroundings giving a picture also of
the times (from the 1870’s to the 1940’s), and
is in all a satisfying piece. Other stories by
Lysbeth Rose Cohen, Len Fox and Harry
Marks are entertaining and add considerable
local colour to the anthology.

It is Morris Lurie who, in the last section,
“Australia-Israel”, again engages the read-
er's emotions. In a whirlwind of language,
he carries the reader along a hectic journey
from Haifa to Jerusalem, on Erev Pesach,
traversing the present but also the past to a
time when his pioneer father — later to be-
2. Also translated by Judah Waten
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come irredeemably embittered in Australia
— has laid the telegraph line from Haifa to
Tel Aviv. His “Messiah in Fatherland”, in its
vigour, colour and vividness, stands out with
Lilian Barnea’s “A Man” as among the best
works in the anthology. Another able story
by Nancy Keesing, “Middle Eastern Ques-
tions” completes this section.

Overall, “Shalom” is a splendid volume
indeed which fulfils Miss Keesing’s declared
aims to offer “insights about Australian Jew-
ish life and thought and, in a wider and more
general way, about migrant experience,
and is well worth re-reading.

However, iwo comments neither of which
is a criticism of the boog itself, bear being
made.

First, there is a dearth in these stories —
and as these stories are fairly representative,
then in Australian-Jewish writing generally —
of the grappling with moral, ethical and
historical issues wholly and intrinsically
Jewish in the sense of having Jewish charac-
ters set within a Jewish social environment
and subculiure sufficient to itself, as for
example Isaac Bashevis Singer writing in
Yiddish, Elie Wiesel in French and to a lesser
extent Bernard Malamud and Cynthia Ozick
have done in some of their stories, as op-
posed to portrayals of Jews acting within and
reacting to an external, often hostile, some-
times neutral, occasionally weicoming, but in
nearly all instances gentile environment to
which the Jew must somehow accommodate.
This is not to argue for a narrow parochi-
alism but it is to suggest that Australian-
Jewish writing, still budding, will flower when
it sees itself as confident enough to wrestle
with internal problems, to deal with Jew as
Jew in relation to his tradition, his loyalties,
his God and the dilemmas — evil, identity,
belief, destiny and redemption — which the
two major events affecting him in this genera-
tion — Auschwitz and Israel — have imposed
upon him,

Second, there is the question of preserv-
ing whatever Australian-Jewish literature
exists. With writers such as Judah Waten,
David Martin and Morris Lurie, the problem
is not great. They write in English and many
of their works are accessible still. One hopes
too that other writers will see fit to gather
their writings into equally accessible volumes
or anthologies. But there is a real threat that
the Yiddish writers — namely Herz Bergner
and Pinchas Goldhar — will fade into obli-
vion and with them their artistic representa-
tions of an important era in European and
Australian Jewish immigrant history which is
becoming remote from the younger genera-
tion less familiar with the Yiddish language.

A case is being made for more comprehensive
translations ot their writings and their wider
circuiation among ihe reading public.

If Nancy Keesing’s anthology “Shalom"
arouses wider interest and involvement in
Australian Jewish writing among local Jews
as well as non-Jews, then an important func-
tion will have been achieved.

THE WIND

Rushing away, carrying you with it,
dropping you

gently, floating in the breeze,
savouring a moment of
tranquillity and peace.
Briskly swept off your feet —
into a whirling mass of
leaves and . . . .

A hand reaches out,

You skid to a hait.

Crunch! . . .

What is life? But swift.

FORGOTTEN

Swiftly swept away
helpless to move,

to breathe,
A creation so small and pitiful,
meaningless because we
make it so.
In ruins because we
destroyed it.
Ever above us.
Our Creator
Dignity enveloping Him,
Awe-inspiring.

“Trust and believe,

Be loyal and love’'.

Will this mend us?

Will this restore us?

What will?

Are we forgotten?

Are we forsaken?
“Honesty is all | request,
Faithfulness is all | ask for,
Love is all | give.”

Yvette Bentata (16 years old)
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