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Editorial

Issues Old and New
— The Concerns of This

Generation
BY SERGE |. LIBERMAN

There is nothing magical in a date. Whether it is
Rosh Hashanah or a secular New Year, the old year
passes and the new arrives, but in the realm of daily
intercourse, the only real change is a-replacement of
out-dated calendars. The issues that troubled us yester-
day still remain, the old concerns continue to nag,
however much in our quest for a utopian world we
may wish it were not so.

But the new year does offer at least an opportunity
for taking stock, for establishing some order in the
chaos of issues that confront our generation, and for
considering ways in which these issues may most
effectively be handled. — One advisedly avoids the
notion “solved”.

Now what are these issues?

Broadly, they may be categorised, for simplicity’s
sake, as political, religious, soclal and cultural.

POLITICAL

Political issues are the most pervasive. Even the
ostrich burying its head in the sand cannot escape
them. Much less the Jew. Neither shutting his eyes
nor closeting himself in the supposed bliss of ignor-
ance will permit him to be by-passed or overlooked.

For the Jew, lIsrael, understandably, remains the
focus of his anxieties. The nation’s security, its need
for peace, the threats against it often murdeiously
carried out both within its borders and as far afield
as Munich and London and Paris, the pathological
attitudes towards it on the part of other nations for
reasons of religion, ideology or mere politics — these
keep even the spectator Jew on the edge of his seat.
But there are other problems, other Issues that also
run deep and which, because they do not hit the head-
lines so boldly, beguile the superficial observer into
believing that they are far less vital and that, given
peace, they too will be resolved. The problems are
indeed many: inflation, poverty, crime; the dispropor-
tionate growth of the Jewish and Arab populations;
the fact that Israeli Jewry constitutes a mere one-fifth
of world Jewry with, to date, little prospect of signifi-
cant growth; Israeli’'s dependence upon external fi-
nancial and political aid and, In some sectors, upon
Arab labour for vital projects; the tribulations of a
democratic state requiring poise to deal with a large

sometimes loyal, sometimes resentful Arab minority,
and of a state beset by internal dissent across a wide
political spectrum; and the unresolved — perhaps un-
resolvable — disputes about the desired social, cul-
tural and religious character of the Jewish State — all
of them issues which are formidable and incapable of
simple solution, not to mention the perennial and ever-
important question of the relationship between Israel
and Diaspora and of the role of Zionism in our day.

Overseas political issues of relevance to the Jew
are, of course, not confined solely to Israel, nor even
to its immediate neighbours. The whole world is his
ambit. Policies dictated in the USSR, changes of
presidency in the USA or changes of government in
England or Germany or France, internecine conflicts in
the Arab countries and the character of their political
governments, the belated development of black asser-
tiveness in the whole of Africa (Rhodesia and South
Africa not excluded), the turmoil in the separate coun-
tries of South America, the political abuses of oil
power and the development of alternative nuclear and
solar energy — these too are all of decided import-
ance, for in a world of eternal flux, allegiances alter
and shifts of power take place, and the reasons for
these, as they affect each country separately, must be
understood for the Jew to accurately comprehend his
own position in the world.

Closer to home, the Jew’s nest is not totally un-
ruffled. It is now axiomatic that the Jew in Australia
lives in a free, open, pluralist society. And for that, —
in the light of the experiences of his forebears and of
his contemporaries in other corners of the world —
he has ample reason to be grateful. But that very
same freedom, openness and pluralism permits the
existence and mischief-making of extreme anti-Semitic
groups on both the Right and Left wings of the political
range. Although at opposite ends, organisations such
as the National Front, the Nazi Party of Australia and
the League of Rights on the one hand and the powers
behind radio station 3CR, the Communist Party of
Australia, the Socialist Workers' Party and the newly-
created Australia-Palestine Solidarity Committee on
the other become birds of one feather in their atti-
tudes to Jews and Zionism whose face they delight
in distorting to gain political mileage.

Not even here does concern with political issues
end. Because the Jew does not exist in an Isolated
cocoon, the broader questions of human rights, of
democracy under threat (so often the result of its own
liberal institutions), and of terrorism, both international
and urban, must be his also to debate. And much
easier though it is to step back from the debate, such
retreat is too much of a luxury to indulge In. Regret-
tably, the Jew is not permitted to let himself become
mentally or emotionally comfortable.

RELIGIOUS

Religious issues, so heatedly debated in Israel (e.g.
the “Who Is a Jew?" question) and, to a lesser extent
in America, have made little inroads Into Australian
Jewish thinking and discussion. A short-lived but lively
debate on God and the problem of evil took place In
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the correspondence columns of the Australian Jewish
News in early 1975 and a more ponderous exchange
on the issue of Jewish Christian dialogue towards late
1976.

Both deserved better than they received.

With the Holocaust such a recent event, the ques-
tion of God and evil, and, even more fundamentally,
of faith after Auschwitz, cry out to be broached and
discussed. The questions, understandably, are painful
and the answers, if there are any, may be even more
so, but the issue, first brought to vivid life through
the ordeals of Job and, for the Jew, sustained in later
centuries by the destructions of .the Temples in qeru-
salem and by a succession of exiles and persecutions,
cannot in this generation be ignored. The material for
discussion Iis available — American thinkers have been
prolific in this field — but thus far, except for mur-
murings from the pulpit, the matter has here, in Aus-
tralia earned merely a whisper.

It is unquestionable that there can be no doctrinal
reconciliation between Judaism and Christianity, but
this does not preclude the meeting together of Jewish
rabbis and Christian priests (or of suitably-informed
laymen) to establish mutual rapport and empauiy ior
each other's system of belief. If, by so doing, the
message that Christianity is a direct offspring from J'u-
daic sources takes wider root among common Chris-
tians and if the disastrous image of Jews as Christ-
killers is expunged from the texts, even this may be
sufficient return for the efforts entailed in dialogue.
The issue is, of course, far from being so simple; its
broader and deeper ramifications beg to be discussed.

Also relevant — although merely mentioned, each
issue could be developed into book-length — are
dispute and rapprochement between religious Ortho-
doxy and Liberalism, the perennial contiict at both
a personal and at a wider communal level, between
faith and secularism (the ready stuff of artistic fiction),
and the teachings of such contemporary thinkers, ap-
palingly neglected in Australia, as Heschel, Kaplan,
Fackenheim and Soloveitchik, among others.

The Australian Jewish community has so far sadly
short-changed itself in the discussion of religious
issues.

SOCIAL

Here, one returns to more immediate local practical
concerns.

Australian Jewry is, in the main, comfortably placed
in the middle-class strata of society, arrived at that
estate by dint of mutual ald, hard wark, enterprise,
prudence and thrift. To witness the rise of many who,
barely a generation ago, came as shaken and dispirited
refugees to Australla with literally little more than a
suitcase, to positions of relative security must Inevit-
ably foster a sense of satisfaction, of pride, even If,
in the light of Jewish experience, it Is a pride per-
petually laced with caution. Such pride risks turning
into smugness, but not this is the main danger. More
important is the possibility that it may cause one to
overlook or even deliberately to Ignore the existence
of poverty In the Jewish community.

In an essay published In 1973*, Lionel Sharpe dealt
with this very question and outlined seven categories
of people who faced hardship Iin The Jewish com-
munity. These are worth re-stating. They are:

(a) the unemployable aged who are solely depend-
ent on pensions, and on the help of relatives, the

“ Lionel S. Sharpe: “'A Study of Poverty Among Jews in Mel-

Australian Jewish Welfare and Relief Soclety, sheltered
workshop earnings, etc;

(b) the unemployable incapacitated whose condition
is the result of chronic physical and/or mental illness;

(c) the multi-problem family with excessive hire-
purchase debts, frequent iliness, disturbed parent-child
relationships and marital problems;

(d) the lone male with no family, who Is unable to
cope;

(e) the family or individual In a situational crisis
such as mental or physical lliness of a breadwinner,
temporary unemployment, business failure, or death
or desertion of a spouse;

(f) the recent migrant whose economic circum-
stances are largely attributable to migration and who
may also have problems similar to the above groups;
and

(g) the marginally poor who, although appearing to
be coping well at a superficial level, feel excluded
from the collective social life of the community because
of their economic circumstances.

The arrival of Russian migrants inevitably com-
pounds the problem of poverty, but adds to it also
elements of severe culture shock stemming from the
vast disparity between the cultural, social and political
ideologies left behind and encountered here. The
chasm between expectations and their fulfiiment is
also vast and cannot but Intensify their sense of up-
rootedness. Accordingly, their integration becomes a
prime Issue of communal concern.

Overlooked, too, Is the Israeli migrant, disparagingly
and unfairly labelled “yored” (‘“one who goes down™
from Israel), who for reasons not sufficiently elucidated
seems to be on the periphery of the local Jewish com-
munity. As one who has lived In Israel and experienced
the nitty-gritty of its everyday life and not infrequently
has fought for it, he might have much to contribute
to debate If he could be (or permit himself to be)
Integrated into communal activity.

There remain then the perennial issues endemic
to any open and pluralistic society — namely, those
of Identification, assimilation, cohabitation and inter-
marriage, and, not less unsettling, of increasingly more
widespread marital breakdown. Although once again
volumes could be written, little will be added here
except to state that, although widely bemoaned In the
community, there has been regrettably little objective
study and rational discussion of these latter Issues
which might suggest ways of reversing the trends —
once more, a situation of the local Jewish community
short-changing Itself,

CULTURAL

The community Is blessed with a plethora of Insti-
tutions — synagogues, day-schools, community cen-
tres, radio programmes, a theatre, organlisations, clubs.
Indeed, Melbourne Jewry Is the envy of many other
communities of comparable or even larger size. There
are many meetings, forums, discussion groups, and
theatre outings, and yet, if one Iis to use the press
as a barometer, the overall Impression Is that though
the river of activity Is wide, Its waters do not run
particularly deep. Tired and predictable sentiments
abound, discussions are locked In cliches, and facts
are too often subordinated to attitudes. It takes a
Julius Stone or a Philip Klutznick — men with a strong
grasp of factual knowledge — to remove the blinkers
and broaden the vistas of one's vision.

Fortunately, one can be a little more complimentary
about creative work In the Australian Jewish com-
munity. Music and pictorial arts aslde, the past elgh-
teen months have seen the publication of some ten

bourne”, published in *‘Jews in Australi iety”, edited b
Peter Médding (1973). n Australian Society', edite y
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books by local Jewish writers. These consist of
memoirs, poetry, novels, an anthology, local synagogue
histories and a volume of biography.* The activity is
gratifying indeed. Would that they received the wider
acknowledgement and consideration that they deserv-
ed. Would also that more individuals were seen to
create and to tackle artistically the multitude of spiri-
tual, social and ideological issues — many of them
already enumerated above — that confront our genera-
tion. But for this, what is required is an encouraging
and receptive community, genuinely appreciative of
the role that literary creativity plays in understanding,
preservation and finer growth and development of that
community.

This brings us to the issue of education which,
although left till last is in essence the first, for educa-
tion lies at the base of all that has been said before.
Without education, one cannot hold a valid unassailable
political opinion or defend oneself, one's people or
one's nation against rampant distortions now current
from both sides of the political spectrum; without edu-
cation, one cannot find an adequate religious answer
to the spiritual dilemmas with which we are faced or
propose ultimately workable remedies to social prob-
lems or create a meaningful, significant, enduring poem
or story or other artistic work. And by education Is
meant the propagation and the acquisition, not of
attitudes, which too often are blind, but of knowledge,
factual, reliable, accurate knowledge in depth, so that
one may not be left standing with gaping mouth when
confronted with allegations or dilemmas or problems
which demand factual answers. Education means not
the mere sending of a child to school or university
where knowledge is poured into him as into a mere
receptacle, but rather the development of learning
tools within the individual and the encouragement to
be, on the one hand, an octopus extending himself Iin
all directions outside his own circumscribed sphere of
study and, on the other, a sponge ever ready to ab-
sorb knowledge into the fullness of his capacity. And
finally — and perhaps most importantly — it means
self-education, pursued at all levels, at all ages, at all
opportunities.

One Issue not touched upon Is another perennial
one, most succinctly phrased In a question “Whither
Australian Jewry?"”, so often asked by the nervous,
the pessimistic and the insecure.

With a programme of education (both organised
and self-motivated as defined above), with an enhanc-
ed creative involvement in all spheres, with discussion
in depth of any and all of the problems which dog
our generation, that particular question ‘“Whither Aus-
tralian Jewry?" has the potential of becoming a redun-
dant one. By filling with reason, Intelligence and solid
Integrity what he often sees as a sterile cultural-social-
religious vacuum, the wavering youth or the question-
ing Jew who Is to form part of the succeeding genera-
tion may find for himself that niche which In the past
he has found elsewhere through passive dropping out,
assimilation or intermarriage or in exotic or even hos-
tile movements. It Is not a guarantee, but It does
strengthen the odds.

There Is nothing magical in a date. The old year
passes and the new arrives. Yesterday's Issues remain,
the old concerns continue to nag. But the new year
does offer the opportunity for examining the Issues

* Matylda Engelman: Journey Wthout End: Morris Lurie:
Hackworth and Flying Home: Michele Nayman: What You Love You
Are (poetry); Nancy Keesing (ed): Shalom — An Anthology of
Australian Jewish Stories; Rabbi Dr. R. Brasch: Australian Jews
of Today; Gedaliah Shaiak: Der Opgot in Feier (or Defiance).
(Yiddish); Judah Waten: Love and Rebellion; Rabbi I. Porush:
The House of Israel; Morris C. Davis: History of the East Mel-
bourne Hebrew Congregation.

anew and, more importantly, for resolving to do one’s
part in learning, thinking and contribuiing to the dis-
cussions which the issues must inevitably provoke.

Yiddish and the
Tongues of Babel

It is an interesting reflection on the history, demo-
graphy and experience of the dispersed Jewish folk
that out of the four Jewish Nobel prize-winners for
literature chosen in the past ten years (Sh’ai Agnon,
Nelly Sachs, Saul Bellow and Isaac Bashevis Singer),
one wrote primarily in Hebrew, another in German, yet
another in English and the latest in Yiddish. And it is
conceivable that the next Jewish literary laureate will
be one who has thus far written mostly in French*,
(although with Henri Bergson's prize in 1927, even that
condition has been neatly fulfilled). And can one omit
Boris Pasternak, however marginal a Jew, who wrote
in Russian?

With the award for 1978 going to Bashevis Singer,
we encounter yet another facet that is unique. Yiddish
is the only language amongst the others which is not
a primary national tongue yet which far from being
limited is a potent form of Jewish Esperanto,

The prize to Singer is a ‘‘shot-in-the-arm” for Yid-
dish which many Nostradamuses have predicted to be
destined to ultimate extinction and which our own
Savonarolas have sought even to suppress. True, the
members who preside in the Swedish Academy did
not read Singer’s works in the original, nor — it might
be argued — were they necessarily concerned about
preserving Yiddish as a language per se, but they did,
by implication inherent in the very award, endorse the
fact that the language is a vital, imaginative one, pos-
sessing all the requisite qualities to create and recreate
vibrant and fantastic worlds and to convey truths, ex-
periences and morals as surely as any of the other
major languages that folk in this Babel-like world
speak.

Whether the further implications of the Academy’s
acknowledgement will be grasped by modern Jews —
that Yiddish merits preservation, study and even lin-
guistic development in its contact with other languages
and, in Israel, with Hebrew — s a mystery for the
future to unravel. That it has a place among Jews, even
those of the future, ought no longer to be questioned.
It cannot be divorced from the unique Jewish experi-
ence of the past few centuries. There are too many
literary treasures risking burial at sea should the langu-
age be permitted to submerge, even after accounting
for Sholom Aleichem, Peretz, Asch, Leivick, Grade, etc.,
and too many Atlantises to lose. Yiddish can symbolize
the longing for Jewish continuity. It can, to quote Dr.
Joshua Fishman of Yeshiva University (JUDAISM,
Spring 1971), also “symbolise Jewish sensitivity to the
world of woe, to the world of bitter-sweet, to the world
of Jewish moral and spiritual resistance to nihilism and
to hopelessness. For all, it can symbolize an affirma-
tion of a Jewish world that did not go up in smoke,
precisely because it created first-rate literature, scholar-
ship, models of community organisation and, above
all, because it was deeply committed to some of the
things that must not die if the world itself is not to
die: devotion to humanity, to sanctity, to salvation, to
being universal in a Jewish way."”

S.L.

*For those who do not fancy guessing-games, might one prof-
fer the name of Elie Wiesel?
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The Jew In Today's World

By PHILIP M. KLUTZNICK?*

What | want to do tonight is to discuss with you
some of the thoughts which have been on my mind
as | have travelled around the world, have seen Jewish
communities in all states of development, of freedom,
of difficulty and of strength. And the first thought |
would like to share with you is something which | find
common in almost all communities | have been, and if
| say some things that sound harsh | don’t mean them
to be harsh; | mean them to express one man’s views
of what the Jewish community must consider before it
makes some of the massive decisions we are going to
have to make in the days ahead. And the thing that |
have found lacking most frequently has been an ap-
preciation of the world as it is and not as we would
like to imagine it to be. It's not comfortable sometimes
to face the realities of change. It's much more com-
fortable to relax in the innocuous lassitude of yester-
day’s dreams and yesterday’s habits than be compelled
to look strongly and searchingly into the reality of to-
day’s and tomorrow’s world.

We Jews live in the world and there is no way we
can escape the problems of the world and an under-
standing of those problems if we expect to have an
understanding of our own position in the world. If my
premise is correct, that the destiny of the Jew is tied
to the destiny of the world In which we live and that a
solution of our problems Is only possible against the
context of that world, then it is appropriate for Jews
to try to see where the world is really heading.

Dan Yergen, an astute observer, on the condition of
change In the world in which we live, in a book pub-
lished a year or two ago, addressed himself to the
question “Is there a new America?”’ To ask that ques-
tion, he says, you have to answer another question,
“Is there a new world?”’ And he, as do other able
commentators, Indicates that, in fact, there are condi-
tions that have changed over the last decade or more
that we have failed to recognise.

Firstly, America’s political partners of the days of

American hegemony — France, the United Kingdom,
Germany, ltaly, Japan — are today its economic rivals,
Secondly, — and this Is an important point that

Jews had better begin to realise — the challenge of
the Third World nations as an independent bloc repre-
sents a third world which has passed in large part
through the process of self-determination and Is now
prepared to truly assert itself as an independent force
in world politics. The third world which was, twenty-
odd years ago, nalve and beginning to feel its oats,
today rules the roost in the United Nations because of
its votes and because the separate countries have
become sufficiently sophisticated to learn how to unite
to a‘ﬁ?'l%\;e what they want,
irdly, there Is the ener roblem. The under-
\c,i\;eveloped countries in the wgr)Ild phave helped us, the
: est, through our low import and high export prices
ork.goods to build our standard of living and now are
33 lnkg us to help them. Now what's the great danger?
F>eetr 'eep talking .about oll. Until the Organisation of
Un.todeum Exporting Countries was created, we, the
s ited States, obtained oil for one dollar a barrel from
e Arabian Peninsula whose oil-fields we controlled.

(1) Edited version of an a
Ilas'ed_bv't.he Victorian Jewish
nai B'rith Council on the 5

ddress delivered at a meeting organ-

l?‘mérd of bDepulies and the Victorian

ceding the Camp David _Sep‘ember 1978 (on ghe day pre-

P”"(\;) h:ﬂinister Begin and S?e?lrg:nl'aSI;Zagétween oy BSHED

MaHar fbe::]nzmck is PresIQenl of the World Jewish Congress,

and! Pastop e US. Delegation to the U.N. General Assembly
resident of the B'nai B'rith International.

Finally, the oil-providing countries revolted. They insist-
ed on a higher price for oil. Some people asked then,
how can the United States, Japan and others be taken
advantage of? | must remind you that this is not 1900,
or 1920. The only alternative to settling on a high price
for oil was a takeover, that is, a war. Now, why not a
war? Well, war would have served as an excuse for
bringing the Russians into the resulting conflict and It
was deemed cheaper to pay ten, twelve, fourteen dol-
lars a barrel of oil than face the prospect of an atomic
war, This gave the OPEC group strength and, in turn,
weakened Western society. Further, the continuing dif-
ferences between the United States and the Soviet
Union has given more strength to contain small peoples
than they would otherwise have had. Today the coun-
tries of the Third World have combined. There are 116
of them now and they are going to stick together until
they get what they think is justice from the rest of the
world. And that is a struggle that must not be under-
estimated. The new economic policy that they are
fighting for is outrageous but it has elements that are
simple justice and which must be examined and not
brushed aside, because if this is done, it is not against
them but against security and peace in the world.

| have been shocked by the number of our people
who make glib statements that what the Western
powers are doing is exchanging the blood of Israel
for the oil that they need. But this represents a com-
plete lack of understanding of what is happening In
the world today. Can a President of France who, no
different from a Prime Minister of Israel, is striving
to prove that he is entitled to re-election not have oil
and let jobs go by the wayside and let people freeze?
It's time we begin to understand that we Jews can't
live apart from the Western world, a Western world
that is under terrific pressure. America is a lot better
off. It produces 55% of all the oil it needs. The rest
of it it imports, even though it means a 40 billion dol-
lar tax on the people. America can stand it. But what
of those countries that do not have an ounce of oil —
Japan, France, Germany? These are countries we
could once rely upon 100%. Today, they are going to
do what is best for themselves. And this needs to be
understood and faced. If we expect them to under-
stand the pain that we feel, we must understand the
pain that they feel in a changing world.

Finally —and this is frightening — there Is an in-
ternational order that takes the form of a changing dis-
tribution of military force capabilities. While the United
States and the Soviet Union preside over growing and
awesome arsenals, military expenditures by African
countries in 1976 were almost twice those in 1972, and
in the Middle East, the expenditures doubled from
1973 to 1976 in constant dollars and this does not In-
clude arms on order in 1977 and 1978, As an added
fillip, in 1953, the then-President of the United States,
Eisenhower, announced to the world the notion of an
open-skies and an open-atoms policy that no-one
bought and no-one accepted. As a result of that, there
emerged a concept of a two-way atoms policy — the
one that concerned itself with atoms for war and the
other concerned with atoms for peace. And the notion
was that, scientifically, the two could be separated
and that the notions of atoms for peace could be so
contained that there would not be a major increase in
atoms for war, except as it was regulated by those
powers that controlled the formula. And there were
formed atomic energy agencies, presumably to police
this activity. Suffice It to say, that this policy was a

4
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complete failure, and that there is a technology in the
world by which atoms for peace can become atoms for
war without the consent of anybody. There exists in
the world already an unlimited capacity not only among
the big powers that control the atom but a growing
capacity among those who never did to create the
kind of war that could destroy mankind.

That wasn't true in 1948 when Israel was born as
a state, nor in 1953 when the first proposals for a uni-
versal control were brought to the attention of the
world. Things have changed rapidly. In 1962, when
multi-national agreement on total disarmament was
applauded in a unique standing ovation by the eco-
nomic Committee of the United Nations, the total bill
for disarmaments in the world on an annual basis was
$100 billion. Yet, in 1978, it will approximate
$450 billion. And where are the arms? They are in the
Middle-East and growing at a pace that is unbelnevaole.
They are in Africa where anything can happen and
where some things unknown to any of us have already
happened. And who is supplying them? The West, for
example. The Soviet Union. If you take a look at the
map, 95-97% of Jews of the world live either in the
countries where arms are being purchased for des-
truction (the Middle East, Africa, and perhaps South
America) or in countries which are supplying arms (the
United States, Canada, Europe, the Soviet Union), and
in the event of war must be involved in that struggle.
Therefore, when making decisions affecting Jewish life,
we must understand that we are living in a world which
is frought with the kind of danger which could in-
stantly affect the places where Jews live.

We speak about human rights, We Jews have a
wonderful record of supporting the general principles.
We have supported the United Nations, the U.N. Dec-
laration on Human Rights, the Helsinki Accord. And
what we are doing with respect to Soviet Jewry we
do not only for ourselves but also for the world, for
the concept of human rights.

Now, Leo Chern, a distinguished economist, called
upon by successive Presidents for the most secret mis-
sions and now head of the International Rescue Com-
mittee, which for years has been concerned with the
problems of the refugees, has written this statement:

“When people separate themselves from
their roots, leave their homelands and risk death
in the process, we have a gauge more accurate
that any other with which to assess the despera-
tion of people and the completeness with which
humans are being deprived of the basic free-
doms in the country from which they flee.”

So, if one looks around the world to see how many
refugees there are and where they come from, one
can begin to realise how disturbed is this world in
which we live.

Freedom House, which Chern has also headed,
annually classifies the nations according to their
observation of civil, political and economic rights.
Recently, it looked at the 50 nations in Africa. Of these
50 newly-created states, only 4 were regarded as
providing any kind of freedom, 16 were classified as
‘“partly-free on the doubtful side” and 30 were definite-
ly places where freedom was impossible. In the coun-
tries which are being held up to scorn, South Africa
for example, in 1977 only 2600 people fled that coun-
try; from Rhodesia, which has a terrifically bad situa-
tion, one can reckon a minimum figure of 40,000 and
a maximum of 72,000. But Burundi, a little country, had
150,000 refugees, Eauatorial Guinea 145,000, Ethiopia
nearly 1,000,000, 200,000 from Rwanda (half its total
population), 26,000 from Zaire and more than 1,000,000
from Angola. And the International Rescue Committee
works too with Czechs fleeing Austria, with Soviet
Jews, with Chinese trying to reach Hong Kong, Ugan-

das trying to enter Kenya, Angolans on the edge of
starvation in Zaire, and Vietnamese trying to find plac-
es in Thailand, Malaysia, and Australia.

Now, with respect to Israel, there are a lot of people
asking why does the President of the United States
call a summit of Mr. Begin and Mr, Sadat. What is so
important?, they ask, why is President Carter wasting
all the political balance he has left on a risk
for disengagement? In a world that has $450 billion
worth of armaments being sold this year, with a good
part of these going into the Middle East, in a world
where the United States is under constant pressure as
are France and other countries to supply more arms,
if we are not going to take every risk we know how to
take for peace, we are inviting not the destruction of
Israel or Egypt, but the destruction of the world as we
know it. No President in the history of the U.S. has
devoted as much time or conviction to trying to find
the formula, He may never succeed. It may be impos-
sible to bridge the gap between Israel and Egypt. We
Jews must understand that in 1978 time is not in any-
body's favour, whether it be Israel or Angola or Zaire
or Egypt or even the bloated Emirates of the Persian
Gulf or Saudi Arabia with its billions piling on top of
billions. Dollars cannot save the destructive forces that
are hidden in the caverns and arsenals of the world.
We are living in an era that is so different from that
ten or fifteen years ago that we must fight for peace
as we fought against the enemy in the last world war
or we may not have the privilege of fighting for it come
another war.

Wherever | go, people talk about the public rela-
tions of the Jew. Everybody wants to improve the pub-
lic relations and everybody has a formula for it. |
learnt a lesson when | was in the government during
the war and we had to sell certain ideas that weren’t
popular to the public. We invited in the best public
relations people in the U.S. for advice and the head
of the agency said to me, “We can't sell a bad product.
The only thing we can do is to increase the sales of a
good product”’. We have a good product. Sometimes
we tend to diminish it. We have a product of a people
who have reclaimed a land from which they have been
away for nearly 2,000 years and have demonstrated
to a world against all odds that they can not only
manage it and govern it, but protect it. There is no
similar event in recorded human history. We have a
good product when we fight for the human rights of
mankind. This is part of the totality of our Jewish ex-
perience. It is not important whether you are a Liberal
Jew or an Orthodox Jew or a Lubavitcher or whatever
else you have in this community. Basic to each of
these is the concept that man was made in the image
of God, and if that be true, then man Is entitled to be
free as something more than a slave and nothing less
than a dignified human being. We must sell our bill
of goods precisely that way. And to do it, we must
know what we are going through, we must have facts,
we must have understanding and we must not live in
the Isolation of pettiness which | find wherever | go.
Let us be as big as that which created a people like
ours, and let us get as big as the prophets to whom
we look for wisdom.

If | am to leave you with any thought tonight, it is
this. This group of Jews, we today, this generation, is
faced with both the greatest danger and the greatest
opportunity in modern Jewish history. | have found no
such combination in my reading of modern Jewish
history. And the only question that remains to us,
since we can’t change the events around us, is wheth-
er we will have courage enough and unity enough to
bring about a history to be written hereafter that we
were the generation that touched the hem of immor-
tality because we had the courage to understand and
to fight for the right which prevails.

Melbourne Chronicle

® December, 1978 5



THE JEWISH FOURTH ESTATE: NEWSPAPERS

By PROF. ARNOLD AGES*

Although Professor Ages’ article relates primarily to the North American scene, similarities and parallels to the
Australian Jewish press will be readily apparent.

When the Biblical poet commented ‘“of the writ-
ing of books there is no end” he could have applied
the concept to the publication of newspapers as well.

For a genre that's really only about 100 years
old it has made an extraordinary impression on the
events of human history.

Although the economics of the newspaper industry
has seen the departure of the masses of daily papers
that once flooded North American cities, there is st.ll
a vigorous press on this continent. Judging from the
burgeoning enrolments in journalism schools, it appears
that journalism is still a vocational ambition for tens
of thousands.

Much has been written about the phenomenon of
Jewish involvement in the daily press in North America
and the innovative contributions that Jewish journalists
have made to the fourth estate.

But there is another area where Jewish journa-

lists flourish which has not received the glare of
public notoriety but which plays a significant role in
the corporate life of Diaspora Jews.
. The English-Jewish press is a hard branch of
journalism to categorise. To some it is part of the
ethnic press that addresses itself to the new Ameri-
can or Canadian in the same way as there are papers
directed to the Arab, German, Polish, Portuguese,
Greek, Russian and other ethnic communities, The
dlffe{ence. however, is that the Jewish press on this
continent prints in English (with the exception of
one major Yiddish daily).

Nor is it appropriate to include the English-Jewish

press in the religious type of publication. It is not
the equivalent of the Catholic Register or similar
Protestant newspapers that deal with specifically re-
ligious or doctrinal questions. The Jewish press in
question does feature religious stories but is filled
primarily with Israel-related or other political issues.
Even those Jewish newspapers who give special pro-
minence to religious Issues such as the strident
Jewish Press of New York City, also include copious
reportage on purely secular questions.
b Clea(ly the Jewish newspaper scene is sui generis
in that it fills the needs of a large English-speaking
Je\_~|sh constituency that does not find the regular
daily press responsive to its special interests.

‘The English-Jewish press is, in a sense, the in-
.hemor.of the traditions of the Yiddish press, and it
is a mighty legacy — which the English descendants
have not always lived up to, at least in North America.
To understand this one must appreciate the special
role played by Yiddish journalism.

At its apogee some 50 years ago, Yiddish jour-
nalism served as more than a news gathering and
dissemination service. It had an avowed assimila-
tionist texture — helping American Jews to under-
stand more fully the customs and habits of North
American society.

Jew!sh newspapers in Yiddish were full of such
columnists offering advice to the ignorant, the con-
fused and the deceived on a daily basis. One has
only to peruse the pages of Abe Cahan's Forwartz,
one of the most successful Yiddish dailies of all
time, to see the prominence which was given to the

——

“ Arnold Ages is Professor of French Lan i
¢ jes L guage and Literature
at "he Unlyersny of Vyaterloo, Ontario, Canada. The above article
;s rom his manuscript ““The Paradox People', and has been
orwarded to the '‘Melbourne Chronicle' directly by the author.

section entitled “Bintel Brief'’, which answered thous-
ands of poignant letters written by immigrants who
were bothered by myriad problems touching on their
love life, their economic status and their religious
problems.

In the first three decades of the 20th century,
the Yiddish press was often the only source of news
available to the Jewish immigrant, for whom English
remained a formidable barrier. For that reason the
Yiddish press concentrated on world news in general,
often featuring translations of articles that appeared
in the New York Times or other distinguished news-
papers. The journalists who worked for the Yiddish
papers were highly professional men who brought to
the Yiddish newspaper scene broad knowledge of
world events coupled with an intelligent perception
of the particular needs and concerns of the immi-
grant generation.

Even if the Holocaust had not destroyed the Euro-
pean segment of the Yiddish-speaking world, the
Yiddish press in North America would hardly have
prospered. The pressures of assimilation reduced the
readership of Yiddish newspapers year by year. As
North American Jews learned to read English, their
need for Yiddish sources declined commensurately.

Today, after seven decades of a vigorous and
often exciting Yiddish press, there Is but one small
daily in New York City, the Forwartz, the descendant
of Cahan’s illustrious journal. It still publishes some
extraordinary fiction by Isaac Bashevis Singer but its
circulation is down to about 35,000 from the high-
point half a century ago when over a million readers
perused it daily.

The English-Jewish press differs from the Yiddish
parent in many respects.

First, its concerns are uniquely Jewish.

Second, its total readership is probably not more
than 300,000 spread across the United States and
Canada, of a population of some seven million Jews.

Third, its ownership is in many instances in the
hand of large Jewish welfare organisations rather
than under private tutelage.

Fourth, it is primarily a weekly phenomenon with
a modest number of pages. There are no English-
Jewish dailies and the weeklies, with rare exceptions,
carry less than 20 pages per issue.

The fifth difference lies in the realm of quality.

Although there are a number that rank high in
terms of journalistic standards and Integrity, the
majority of English-Jewish newspapers in North
America lack professionalism both in the writing and
the lay-out areas. Many are intellectually shallow and
cater to big business interests both in their news
coverage and their photo exposures.

Although Jews are known as ‘“the people of the
book”, few books are reviewed in the English-Jewish
press. Regular book columnists are still a minority
group. This despite the fact, that Jews represent a
significant factor in the book-buying public, and de-
spite the fact that thousands of new books each
year are directed at Jewish audiences.

Perhaps the most offensive sin committed by the
newspaper in question Is their catering to what Is
known in Yiddish as ‘‘macherdom’”, that is, the fin-
ancial power elite. Since many Jewish papers are
controlled by the welfare federations — who demand
publicity for various fundraising ventures, the news
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columns of their organs often become the clearing
hourse for testimonial dinners, UJA rallies and other
philanthropic exercises. X

The most serious criticism levelled at the_Jewn;h
press also involves its close ties with the financial
establishment. Since the bulk of its funds come from
the welfare federations it cannot engage in thga kind
of independent investigative journalism that is the
hallmark of the secular press. Certain sacred cows
may not be touched for fear of offending important
contributors to community causes.

The situation Is compounded by the fact that most
Jewish newspapers are severely strapped for funds
and must rely on the newsgathering services of the
Jewish Telegraphic Agency or the Jewish Chronicle
News Service — both estimable agencies which have
competent correspondents in Europe, Israel and
America who feed news stories to the Jewish press.
But since the agencies in question also depend in
part either on the financial or political good will of
the Jewish establishment, they also tend to shy away
from stories which detract from the dignity of Jewish
community affairs. Few of the Jewish newspapers
in North America have their own correspondents, for
example, in Israel — which Is the focus of news in
most of the papers in question.

It is not merely a financial question.

Even if writers of stature were guaranteed com-
parable incomes to write for the Jewish press, they
would hardly be inclined to do so.

Why should one write for audience of 200,000
when a reading public of two hundred million is avail-

able? The approbation of the many is always prefer-
able to the applause of the few.

And that is why the best writers in America,
Jewish or Gentile will continue to pour their genius
into the daily press.

And yet, this does not invalidate the raison d’etre
for the English-Jewish press. It provides, for one
thing, valuable training for those who wish to pursue
careers in general journalism.

But its major purpose is to provide news cover-
age, on a continuing basis, for events or develop-
ments that the general press neglects. The plight of
Soviet Jews is a central preoccupation with Jewish
newspaper, while it is little more than a peripheral
item in the daily press. The plight of Israel rightfully
merits major reportage in the Jewish press and fully
85% of its news stories emanate directly or indirectly
from the Israeli scene. Aside from the New York
Times, Israel-oriented stories reach the daily press
only in a time of critis.

It is, of course, the crisis syndrome that actuates
Jewish newspapers in North America. To the casual
reader the Jewish press gives the impression that
Jews in Israel, Europe and North America are faced
with multi-dimensional menaces to their physical or
spiritual being.

This syndrome is still a legacy of the Holocaust
and to some extent of the guilt felt by Jews who
were unable to move on behalf of European Jewry
when the crack of doom sounded in 1939. If there is
a stridency to English Jewish journalism, it must be
intepreted in the light of sad historical events.

H. LEIVICK - The Conscience of Yiddish Literature

(15 Years After His Death)
By YITZHAK KAHN*

The History of man in crisis, the eternal
history of the soul, is never dead. It goes on.
It was saved, and it will save and make immortal
all who believe in its mission.

Plato7 The Republic.

All his creative life Leivick had wrestled with the
crisis in the human soul. Recognising the crisis he gave
it poetic form and, like Plato, believed that a way out
is possible. He carried deep in his heart the vision of
light that comes after emerging from a long dark tun-
nel. This light shines out in bright beams from his
writings and his personality, which tried to find anchor-
age where there is faith in Jew-man-world. He descen-
ded with his hereos into the abyss of suffering, and to
gether with them sought “how to rise out of the abyss
purified."

Into Lelvick's great poem “Abelard and Heloise”
he breathed the deep breath of our epoch. He gave life
to a slice of history In the middle ages, centering
around a Christian scholarship philosopher, the monk
Abelard, and his love, Helolse. Out of their personal
story he fashioned a universal humanist drama, glow-
ing with tragedy and over it the word of prophecy.

A free spirit Abelard because of his theological
heresies is shut up In prison, behind monastery walls,
and Is castrated. Like Job, Abelard calls God to justify
his suffering. He lifts up his voice, the voice not of
only one suffering individual but of all who suffer and
cry out and plead and ask:

* Yitzhak Kahn is a well-known Melbourne critic and essayist.

He has published three volumes of essays in Yiddish — ‘‘Sparks
and Flames”, "On the Crossroad'”, and ‘‘Chats with Australian
Writers."'

“Answer me, Almighty, why do you let the wicked
speak in your name? You remain silent, like these
walls that guard me. And you should now be no longer
silent. There must be a moment when even a stone
will open its mouth and speak, cry aloud, protest,
storm the night. And if such a moment is not now,
when sinners wear the crown of righteousness and
those they sin against the thorn pressed down by the
wicked, when else can that moment be?"

These are questions, outcries coming from our
disordered tragic times. The reader reads into them
happenings in ‘his own memory, that Leivick has put
Iinto his work and surrounded with myth and symbol.
In hammered verses he sang the grief and anger of
tormented man, who cries to the conscience of the
world and the world is deaf and dumb.,

“Poisoned teeth!” the tormented Abelard cries to
his Heloise:

And the world has polsoned teeth on,
And a no lost and gone,

Has driven out my bone,

Heloise!

My books are burned,

My songs are spurned,

And me behind walls they have interned,
Heloise!

My body mutilated,

My calling humiliated,

My word immolated,

Heloise!

Abelard, like Leivick's other great figures through
his universal-humanist stand wipes out the border-line
of space and time. Together they raise in unison the
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timeless cry of the Psalmist, O God, why hast Thou
forsaken me!"” Forsaken me and all of us — forsaken
your own world, your Creation!

Heloise too, Abelard’s love, is full of prophetic be-
lief in a new era, in a just man, for whom “we are
today the steps for his feet.” She who let her young
life and her fresh beauty wither to share his fate,
bears in her heart deep faith in the Prophetic “Days
to Come”. She believes in the coming man, for whom
our generation and epoch bear all the sorrow, and
for him keep all the silence silent.

In h.er words to the torturer, Father Gregory, the
prophetic warning rings out that somewhere in heaven
the scales of justice swing, and there is an eye that
sees and draws up the reckoning. ‘‘For every groan
of pain and humiliation that you have caused us, for
every drop of blood you will render an account. My eye
will watch and in my heart it will all be written down.”
Otherwise she is sure the world cannot exist.

Letivick's “Abelard and Heloise”” — which puts in
the dock all the tryants of human history — the wicked-
ness of man to man — has such compelling poetic
force that it holds the reader captive. The poet has
succeeded in creating a harmonious conformity of
content and form and depth. The drama, in its uni-
versality, is a pointer towards the Jewish destiny,
which Leivick dealt with more deeply in his ‘“Maharam
of Rothenburg",

i T,hoqgh the poem itself says little about God and
tioen e\fmsh fate, there hang.s over it however the ques-
i k% the f,gture of Jewish existence in ‘“a hostile
cked world"”, which holds the sword of destruction
against the Jewish spirit.
Jew1i-hhe period is in the middle ages, in Mayence. The
arrans dghetto there is in fear of a pogrom, being
Dukesa BY the Duke of Mayence. Who is this wicked
Rabbl. A former pupil of the Maharam, the Mayence
advan'cenﬁ a convert, a Jew turned Christian, he won
Wik ent, and was raised to Knighthood. With his
Thie thess and his enmity to the Jews he tried to
Rl tlaim to their knees, to make it impossible for
communnve' ;o this purpose he imposed on the Jewish
Mutks kny the enormous tribute of fifty thousand
oMl osO.Vgllﬂg that it was more than the community
tha MapharSI Y pay. That gave him the excuse to arrest
Wes o am and hold him as a hostage. The apostate

Hisetfermmed to destroy the Jews.
same  coneter: cacher, the Maharam, defied him. The
gerar) tant struggle that is always going on in
of gbod aS Olry and in Jewish history — the struggle
e Gard g‘?hnSt evil, the challenge of spirit against
Jewish-huma e Maharam feels that what is at stake is
extortioner s ”d dignity and honour, that to yield to the
place the Ii emands, to buy him off with money will

e life of the Jews in his hands.

svl::hf?“lle down wholly at the feet of the Duke,
T S lust for wickedness and murder,
at | cannot, will not do.

It is a remj
in our own Smlnder for us of what has been going on

: me; it brj i ;
to h INgs to mind analogies. In addition
tha '& :;;ii;:;a t;]onfllct with the wicked Dguke of Mayence
the problem ofa}g' also an inner conflict, with himself,
for the Glorifi Ciddush Hashem, the sacrifice of self
limits, so thatlcitat:,o" of God, which must have certain
people. Oes not lead to the annihilation of a

It all Jews :
sacrificed themsel )
Name, for Kidgush Mt selves for God's

e
formr&?le Jewish people would perish, God

Ki i
Or?lsuvi: Hashem is a mitzvah, a good deed,
e oneej] itis a strengthening of Israel.
s ew dies for Kiddush Hashem,
nd lives by virtue of what he did.

It evok
deed Leivlgz weoaughts of the Hitler ghettoes. And in-
Ves together the two dates 1286 and

8

1943, Ahasver, the Eternal Jew, and the Jew from the
Dachau concentration camp create a united Jewish
destiny. Both are the embodiment of Jewish martyro-
logy in the Jewish struggle for existence. The Jewish
Eternal Wanderer Ahasver meets the young man Daniel
of the Dachau concentration camp, and they both go
back to Mayence, where they arrive in the year 1286.
Leivick keeps to the old Jewish role that “With the
Torah there is no early or late.”

A Jew who is in Dachau is also in Mayence,
A Jew who is in Mayence is also in Dachau,
In one and the same instant — there and here.

Few Jews have remained in Mayence. And still
fewer Daniels are left from the camps and Bunkers.
But those left (from before and from now) embodied
the historic Jew who perished in pools of blood, and
lost so much strength, but never lost faith and the will
to go on living and doing. This Eternal Israel is what
Leivick has brought out in his ‘“Maharam of Rothen-
burg".

The Spirit of the Maharam who would not submit
to the wicked Duke, that in itself alone dictated the
verdict of history, lifted out the moral victory of spirit
against the sword. In the pages of Jewish history
Mayence and Dachau meet, the remnants of the people,
Jewish fortitude and endurance clasp hands and ex-
press the Jewish national life instinct that commanded
those left alive to build up the Jewish house again. Did
not Leivick say (through Hirsh’s mouth) — “That Jewish
lips still smile to-day is itself a Redemption Drama.”

Profile Of An Artist
— HYMAN SLADE

BY GEDALIAH SHAIAK*

Hyman Slade describes himself as a self-taught
artist, easily dismissing the fact that in the early 50s,
despite many frustrations he managed for a few
months to attend the RMIT although there were intake
quotas at that College. His instructor then was the
renowned artist, Harold Freedman, and later he had
a half-year stint at the National Gallery.

His most stimulating period as a student was that
under the tuition of the late George Bell, who guided
him on the road to his present career.

Tracing Hyman Slade's life story, we find him,
as an orphan in the East End of London, where he
was born 62 years ago.

There, in his childhood, he met the squalor and
misery of the slums, where the East European mig-
rants lived, that life of the slums, so vividly depict
in Israel Zangwill's “Children of the Ghetto”, and
whose images still haunted him.

Although, he never saw the Polish ‘‘Shtetl”, the
London slums were the source from which he drew
images portraying Jewish life in the ““Shtetl”.

Hyman Slade arrived in Melbourne several years
before World War |l as a youngster and attended St.
Kilda Central School, and later worked at his uncle’s
shop, a piano repairer. He struck his roots in the
Australian soil whilst he was very young.

One day at the school he was chosen with another
student to do a drawing for an all-school exhibition
and won first prize — a book.

He grew up in a dull, uninspiring environment, as

* Gedaliah Shaiak, artist and author, has written several
books. The latest is ‘‘Der Opgot in Feier" 1976-77.
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did most children of his generation, lacking inspiration
and Jewish awareness. There were no Jewish schools
or Youth organisations at that time in Melbourne, and
for him, after work in his uncle’'s shop, the only
recreation was reading or drawing, mostly copying
from newspapers and magazines.

These early exercises proved to be of great value
during the later years. \

The awakening of Jewish consciousness came un-
expectedly with a hammer blow, when Hitler came
to power in the early 30s in Germany.

Pictures of gross bestiality perpetrated against
Jews by the Hitler youth, printed in the newspapers,
horrified him. And when Australia entered the war,
he volunteered and served three years in the army,
and after demobilisation he tried his hand at many
ventures.

As early as 1947, he had a clothing factory, later
became a manager, then a production manager, but
without much success. He then tried his hand as a
proof reader with the ‘“Sydney Morning Herald”, and
also with the Melbourne ‘“Age’. None of these activi-
ties satisfied his temperament and his restless nature
searched for self expression.

The transformation came some time later, at the
time of the exciting cultural upsurge, when post-war
immigration brought to Australia many persons of
talent who infused new life and new spirit into the
anaemic body of the Jewish community.

With the prevailing enthusiasm Iin Jewish cultural
life, he was drawn to it and felt an urge to try his
hand at art,

He faced many obstacles and disappointments,
but succeeded due to his persistence.

In 1957 he was represented in an exhibition of
the Realist Group together with James Wigley, Noel
Counihan, Clifton Pugh and others at the Tasmanian
Tourist Bureau.

That was followed by other group exhibitions at
Tyes City and the Victorian Art Society.

We met Slade at the first exhibition of Jewish
artists and sculptors in 1958, arranged by the J.N.L.
“Kadimah" in Carlton, of which | was co-organiser.
He had there two pictures with a Jewish theme.

In that exhibition were represented the late Percy
White, David Allen, Asher Bialobroda (Bilu), Mirka
Mora, the sculptors Karl Duldig, the late Ola Cohn
and many others.

Now, two decades later | called on Hyman Slade
in his third studio each of which had been in a
different suburb.

He assured me than the present studio in Garden-
vale is also a temporary one.

Looking at his broadshouldered frame and shock
of curly grey hair, he resembles a younger Marc
Chagall of 30 years earlier, whom | had the privilege
of interviewing in his chateau at Oreval near Paris,
after his return from exile in U.S.A., where he had
lived during the war years.

Hyman Slade's style and form, especilally the ton-
ing of the Images and dark background have a
haunting dream-like touch. His palette cannot be de-
fined in narrow terms. Some of the convases convey
the flow of abstract Impressionism and Chagallian in-
fluence, others, on themes of Jewish folklore reminds
one of Josel Bergner in the late 40s, when he was
active in Melbourne.

Slade insists that he is much Indebted to James
Wigley, the Adelaide-born painter and draftsman who
had a great influence on him.

As a matter of fact, Wigley was a close friend
of Josel Bergner, who in August this year re-visited
Melbourne, after an absence of 30 years, since he
settled in lIsrael.

Paradoxically, no other than James Wigley intro-
duced Slade to Jewish folklore, It happened one day,
when Wigley read him a story of Sholem Aleichem's

“Silent Joe”
From Alan Marshall’s Story
by Hyman Slade,
1977

“The OId Country’”. The story moved him to tears
and next day he bought a copy of the book and has
read it many times since. Wigley later quipped, that
he, an Australian, introduced the London-born Jew
to Yiddish Literature.

In the last 30 years Slade has been represented
in many group exhibitions and has held three ‘‘one
man shows” — at the Toorak Gallery (1969); The
Cellar, Prahran (1970) and the Balaclava Gallery
(1974).

The art critics have written glowing appraisals of
his pictures.

His paintings range from landscapes, figures and
compositions, portraying Jewish life of the “Shietl”.
He is also known as a portraitist and has painted
many personalities.

The nortrait of the best known Australian writer,
Alan Marshall, was sent by the author himself to
Russia as a gift and it hangs now In the Writer's
Club in Moscow.

For several years Slade worked with Channel 7,
painting scenery, which enabled him later to retire
to his own studio and paint. He Is a prolific artist,
paints with a swift brush spontaneously, and in this
process deviates from original conception and realism.
He insists on being influenced by the Old Masters,
mainly by Van Gogh. Of the Israeli painters, he ad-
mires very much the late Reuben Rubins and Josel
Bergner.

His philosophy embraces a wide spectrum of
human problems, singularly confined to radical con-
victions.

About his Jewishness he unequivocally expresses
his credo in the following terms:

“l identify myself as a Jew because otherwise I'd
be llke a piece of wet cardboard. You can't pretend,
because like that you'd never fit in anywhere."
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MARTIN BUBER - On the Centenary of his Birth

Martin Buber was born in 1878 in Vienna. After
his parents separated when he was three years old,
he was reared in Lemberg, in the house of his grand-
father Solomon Buber who was himself a renowned
Midrashic scholar. He later studied philosophy and
history of art at the universities of Vienna, Leipzig,
Zurich and Berlin and in 1930 was appointed Pro-
fessor of Religion at the University of Frankfurt. In
1933, he was forced by Nazi edicts to leave the uni-
versity and became director of the Central Office for
Jewish Adult Education for the education of Jews
prohibited from attending German institutions of learn-
ing and also headed the Juedisches Lehrhaus in
Frankfurt. In 1938, he settled in Palestine where he
held the Chair of Social Philosophy until his retire-
ment in 1951. In 1960, he became the first president
of the Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities
and was active in other cultural institutions. He died
in 1965, aged 87 years.

Although raised early in an atmosphere of piety
and learning, he became disenchanted with Orthodox
Judalsm: particularly in its formal organised form. He
spent his student years in turmoil. “Until | was 20",
he wrote, “my spirit was in constant and multiple
flux. Tension and release followed each other, deter-
mined by manifold influences, forever assuming new
form, but remaining without a pivot and without
cumulative substance.” At 19, he joined the Zionist
movement and attended the Third Zionist Congress
in 1899. He subsequently became editor of the Zionist
periodical Die Welt in which, in the vein of Ahad Ha’Am
he. stressed the need to establish a cultural and
spmtgal Z|9n|sm, a position which was contrary to
Herzl's political Zionism. He held to a position of
utopian Zionist nationalism which looked, not upon
the state, but upon a reaffirmation of the relationship
bet\(ve_en man and man as the means of realising the
socialit society.

Dlsappqinted with Zionism as he saw it develop-
lqg, stressng the end rather than the means, he re-
signed and turned to a study of Hasidism which was
to be one of the most potent formative influences
upon him. At first he found it aesthetically appealing
but later delved into its content, a study of which
culminated over the years in a succession of books
ﬁbout Hasidism — “The Tales of Rabbl Nachman”,
“Tale.s.of the Hasidim”, “For the Sake of Heaven',
Hasidim and Modern Man''.

: Wnth. the outbrgak of World War |, he founded
in Berlin the Jewish National Committee on behalf
of Jews In Eastern European countries under German
occupation and for the yishuv In Palestine, and in
thhe years that followed became spokesman for what
d('aff called Hebrew Humanism which saw Zionism as
hl erent from other nationalist movements. What he
oped for was a renewed people, a renewed religion
and the renewed unity of both.

In 1923, he published his key work, “I and Thou",
whcljch together with his later volume “Between Man
2gﬂ Man" exerted most influence of theology, edu-
& :In. %qc!ology and anthropology. The mainspring
stresss philosophy, in contrast to other systems which
e Tan or world, is the relation between man and
iy ? his “I and Thou", he recognises two basic
e ;I o rglanon Into which all man's relations can
3 vided: the I-Thou relationship characterised by
S%?‘rt\ness: directness, mutuality, reciprocity and pre-
sonar'less. and the I-It relationship which Is Imper-
ShL :emote. objective and analytical. Each has its
Rt tr: each man, there exists a dialectical Inter-
A etween the |-Thou and I-It relationships as

sult of which I-Thou relationships become I-It

relationships finding their expression in knowledge
and art; these relationships in turn contain within
themselves the possibility of becoming once again
I-Thou relationships. |-Thou Is a true dialogue in
which both partners speak to one another as equals
— a mutual encounter in which each self meets
another in his wholeness.

The relation between man and God is also an
I-Thou relationship, but here God is the Eternal Thou.
God’'s existence cannot be demonstrated by phlloso-
phic proofs, but recognised only by one sensitive to
it. God cannot be known through formal truths of
logic or metaphysical propositions and speculations,
but rather through the relationships of human beings
with God, with one another, as well as with animal_s
and things. It is through encounter with every parti-
cular Thou that one attains a glimpse of the Eternal
Thou. God is not hidden but present in every dialogic
situation; he is not encountered In supernatural oc-
currences but in the events and interchanges of every-
day life, in particular the loving relationships in love.
“Meet the world with the fulness of your being,” he
writes, “‘and you shall meet God. If you wish to be-
lieve, love!” Love is responsibility for the loved person
by the one who loves. Only by accepting this respon-
sibility can | affirm my real self, my authentic per-
sonality. ‘‘Genuine responsibility exists only where
there is real responding”’.

The Eternal Thou, God, met in every finite Thou,
is the very uniqueness and concreteness of each
I-Thou encounter, and it is these meetings with the
Eternal Thou which constitute revelation. Revelation
is not merely something historical, that is that happen-
ed at particular moments e.g. Mount Sinni, but spme-
thing that happens in the present, throughout one's
life if one Is only open to receive it. The Bible is a
nermanent record of the encounters between man
and God. But it is also everliving speech in which
the Eternal Thou of the past becomes present agaln
to the one who truly listens, The dialogue between
God and the people of Israel is epitomised In the
covenant. God demands of Israel that it becomes a
holy nation and a kingdom of priests and thereby
makes real the kingship of God in every aspect of
communal life — social, political and international.

The influence of Hasidism upon Buber Is clearly
evident. This influence Is discernible in his seeing
God in the particular relationships between men, In
its refusal to separate religion off as something
special apart from life, in its hallowing of the every-
day and of the immediate moment, in its concern
with man in his wholeness. His emphasis Is on re-
sponse and action rather than contemplation; dialogue
between man and God is not accomplished In isola-
tion from life but is best attained In the life of
community. Similarly, the essence of the religious
life is not the mere affirmation of religious belief
but lies in the way in which one meets the challenges
of everyday life, however difficult these challenges
and unpopular the decisions. The task of every man
is to realise his own unique potential and to say
“yes” or '“no” according to his convictions rather
than to majority opinlon.

In its stress on action in the present, Buber’s
philosophy has been applied to Iimportant contem-
porary social and political issues, e.g. peace, Arab-
Israel relations. His own opinions have not always
been popular. In the 1920s, he emphasised that
Zionism should address itself to the needs of the
Arabs and proposed to the 1921 Zionist Congress
that ‘“the Jewish people proclaims Its desire to live

(Continued on Page 16)
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ALT-NEU-ZIONISMUS—PERPETUATION
OF A COVENANT

By SERGE |. LIBERMAN

Zionism has, since the inception of the word, meant
different things to different people. To the antagonistic,
the Left and Right-wing propagandist and the plainly
ignorant, it has come to be synonymous with fascism
and racism. This is a simple formula, direct and re-
quiring little thought, even if it is a wilful travesty of
truth difficult to excel. The real nature of Zionism has
however, for the Jew, been infinitely more problematic.
To Labour Zionists such as Aaron David Gordon, it
represented a commitment to redeem the land (and the
human spirit) through the Tolstoyan ethic of manual
labour; to Theodore Herzl and Max Nordau, it was
above all a political programme intended to eliminate
anti-Semitism by the creation of a separate Jewish
state: to Ahad Ha'am, it meant a cultural movement
aimed at creating a national-spiritual centre in Pales-
tine, while to such men as Rabbi Zvi Kalischer, Rav
Ha'Kohen lIsaac Kook and Martin Buber, it was a reli-
gious-national ideology, the modern-day expression and
fulfilment of the ancient Covenant between God and
Abraham and, later, between God and His People who
accepted their mission of world redemption as a
privilege and awesome obligation, and whose role of
redemption was to emanate from Zion. “For out of
Zion shall go forth the Law, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem’'.

For Professor Harold Fisch*, it is the last definition
that provides the most compelling rationale for the
establishment and existence of the state of Israel.

Nineteenth-century Zionism, he argues, was rooted
in paradox. On the one hand, it was the expression of
a desire to abolish the difference sensed by Jews
between themselves and other men. The creation of a
Jewish nation-state akin to other nation-states then
emerging was to be the final step In the process of
Jewish emancipation, a process which sprang out of
the European Enlightenment wjth its precepts of libe-
ralism, equal rights and fraternity. It was also to bring
about a solution to anti-Semitism by a “normalisation”,
through statehood, of the Jewish condition.

On the other hand, and opposed to this, Zionism
was the ultimate affirmation of the Jew’s very difference
from other men. For thinkers such as Moses Hess,
Ahad Ha’am and Rav Kook, it was the celebration of
the unique quality of the Jewish people, of its separate-
ness, achieved through self-authentication in its own
land, in fulfilment of the Covenant between God and
His People and defined by its special history and its
role in the world.

As a result of the first tendency, Zlonism created
the problems which now beset the State of Israel. The
secular, political Zionism of the 19th Century present-
ed the movement as parallelling other movements of
national liberation, and the rhetoric of the lItalian
Risorgimento, for example, was borrowed and applied
to the situation of the Jewish people as though their
problems were the same and could yield to a similar
rational solution. As a result, the young Israeli today
has been brought up to belleve that Israel Is, in fact,
a state like any other, and that to be an Israeli is,
baslically, very much like being a Frenchman or Dutch-

man or ltalian.
But the truth is (and the modern attitudes of the

* Harold Fisch “The Zionist Revolution: A New Perspective”
(Weidenfe!ld and Nicholson $29.95)

nations confirm this), Israel is different. The original
impulse and motivation behind Jewish immigration and
settlement in the Land of Israel throughout the centur-
ies have always been messianic, biblical. They were in
response to a biblical command to restore glory and
fertility to the Holy Land. True, at times, the initiative
of the earliest settlers was strengthened by the arrival
of the Socialists (as in the Second Aliyah), but none-
theless, the underlying impulse was neither socialist
nor liberal (ideologies which historical events were to
prove bankrupt); it was above all a Jewish impulse
which had little or nothing to do with contemporary
events in Europe. The return to Zion was, to use
Buber's terminology, an encounter, a dialogue, between
the human and divine partners to the Covenant to
create a sacred community charged with mediating
salvation on behalf of itself and the world.

That dialogue, says Fisch, is still continuing, high-
lighted in modern history by certain moments of truth.
The first of these was the Holocaust which revealed in
total clarity the spiritual poverty of the West and the
emptiness and meaninglessness of its supposed pro-
gress. European emancipation, the secular messianism
of enlightened Europe with its promise of liberty, fra-
ternity and equality no longer held the key to the
future. Jewish history was now seen as the arena of
dialogue, of existential challenges and responses
which tested the Jew's faith. And the response of
many to the commandment written in blood upon the
soil of Europe was to turn to Zionism, even where
many had previously been antagonistic to the idea.

The second moment of truth, the Six Day War of
1967 revealed the full meaning of Judaism which bound
the Jew to a past echoing with ancestral obligations
and a future of promise and redemption. It was a
religious moment, the experience of a miracle, of sud-
den illumination in which what was illuminated was the
significance of Jewish history. Israelis (and Diaspora
Jews) who had never known that they were Jews sud-
denly awoke to their inheritance. But if the Six-Day
War enabled one to glimpse the bright promise of the
Covenant and the joy and salvation it offered, then the
Yom Kippur War of 1973, the third moment of truth,
gave a glimpse of the menace and radical isolation
which were the price of the salvation, an isolation
made all the more excruciating by the 1975 United
Nations Assembly vote against Zionism. More than
ever, Israel was now placed at the centre of world
conflict and had to defend itself before the gaze of
all, and as a result was forced to ask searching
questions of itself: Who are we? What are we doing?
Why is this nation different from other nations? The
Yom Kippur War led to a search for a faith more
sustaining and vitally informed than that which secular
Zionism had thus far offered. There was pressure now
to rediscover the sources of Israel's spiritual strength
and there followed an inward turning by Jews towards
the acceptance of a covenant destiny with all the
constraints and freedom, exaltation and agony that
that implied. For there emerged two Iinfallible grounds
for hope: first, the knowledge of the deathlessness of
the Jewish people and, second, the intuition of the day
when the nations would acknowledge the truth which
it is Israel's task to bring to the world — the message
of justice and peace.

The chief representatives of this turning inward
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and adherence to an uncompromising faith, adds Fisch,
are the Gush Emunim (Guardians of the Faith) which
he states are the most revolutionary and popular force
in Israeli public life. Politically unaffiliated, they have
an instinctive appeal to the deepest layers of national
sentiment and consciousness and are a major force in
determining the pace, character and location of Jew-
ish settiements in Judea, Samaria and the Golan
Heights. Their success is a sign of a widely-felt need
for greater inwardness in Zionism and in Israeli life
and the main challenge is directed at the larger
community of the religiously indifferent and non-ob-
servant, claiming that the secular world — moulded
by the ideals of A. D. Gordon, of socialism, of libera-
lism, of mere statehood — has now revealed a certain
moral emptiness and no longer provide the solid
ground for national self respect.

Mere statehood, concludes Fisch, is not enough.
Without a fuller Zionism, it is difficult to see how the
Israeli people can maintain themselves in the face of
the ideological offensive currently directed against
them. They will not convince others of their under-
standing of that righteousness, if they do not first re-
instate and reaffirm their understanding of that
righteousness. There is little alternative faith and holi-
ness and this perhaps is ultimately the nature of the
Covenant. “We do not necessarily initiate its dialogue
ourselves,” he writes, “it is rather a matter of a res-
ponse forced out of us by the inexorability of those
events through which the unseen Guardian of Israel,
now as at all times, addresses His word to us.”

It is this religious-national aspect, according to
Fisch, that many Jews do not sufficiently acknowledge
to themselves or present before the world. When
presenting their case for Israel and Israel’s sovereignty
over its particular territory, Zionists resort to vague
arguments about justice for the Jew and abstract rights
and fumble for formulae which would seem liberal and
logical to the world. But the main issue — that the
Jewish people have always and irrevocably regarded
these areas as its homeland for deep spiritual and
ancient historical reasons which even Christians and
Moslems understood, sometimes better than the Jews
themselves — is left out.

_ Professor Fisch is articulate, passionate and sincere
in his cause. His prose and ideas are a delight to read
and to ponder over. He is at all times stimulating and,
On occasions, quite exciting. But he is unfortunately
most persuasive to the already persuaded. In evolving
his thesis, t.he work as a whole suffers from an im-
bglance which detracts from the overall cogency of
his arguments. Witness the statement that “the original
I.mpulse‘(towards Zionism) was neither socialist nor
liberal: it was a Jewish impulse which had little or
nothing to do with contemporary movements in Europe”
(P2 i) Grapted that the religious-historical tradition
of 'Judalsm imparted to the Zionist idea its spiritual
rationale and impulse, it was the anti-Semitism of the
day whl.ch gave it its urgency, as it was the secular
nationalism which fostered the awareness that the
time for self-emancipation and nationhood might now
be ripe and which gave the movement the language

(or rhetoric) and organisational tools to achleve that
end, as it was, too, the spreading socialist idea which
gave the growing Yishuv its early social character. In
other words, these factors helped to politicise a move-
ment, particularly through Herzl and Nordau and later
Weizmann in a way that would not have been possible
had not these secular ideologies been the revolution-
ary temper of the age. And more besides. As Profes-
sor Howard Sachar writes In hls formidable study, “‘A
History of Israel”, (the origins of Zionism) “traced
back in part to Jewlish liturgy and tradition, where the
messianic image of Zion remained as tactlle as the
geography of the Diaspora itself, i It was from
Eurppean nationalism, meanwhile, that the Zionists
derived example and inspiration, even as they adopted

from the Haskalah two particularly vital features of
their movement: the Hebrew language, with its bibli-
cal evocations: and the conviction that the Jewish
problem must be solved logically and dynamically,
rather than by a fatalistic immersion in traditional
Orthodoxy” (P. 17). .
The author appears also to be somewhat too partis-
an in crediting the Gush Emunim with so much influ-
ence. True, 30,000 supporters marched in 1975 to
Sebastia in occupied/liberated Samaria and again
from Bethel to Jericho in 1976. But against this, it
must be pointed out that a similar number of “Peace
Now’” supporters turned out in Tel Aviv's Kings of
Israel Square in April 1978 calling on Prime Minister
Begin to choose peace before territory. These people
are no less patriotic or concerned for Israel’'s future
than the vociferous groups propagating the idea of a
greater Israel. Nor are they lacking in rabbinical back-
ing. As recently as October 1978, Rabbi Joseph
Soloveichik (among others) declared that as the pre-
servation of life is the supreme value in Judaism,
territories must be ceded in exchange for peace. That
the “moderates” may be politically out of touch with
reality for claiming that there are many moderates like
themselves on the Arab side may be true; giving Pro-
fessor Fisch the benefit of the doubt, it may be true
also that they are ‘‘fundamentally unwilling to contem-
plate the existentlal uniqueness of Jewish history”
(P. 165); but he Is manifestly unfair when he states
shortly after that in decrying the government and the
nation for their inflexibility, they ‘‘are rather like the
assimilated Jews of the Diaspora who, when faced
with vicious anti-Semitism, would turn all their anger
against the Jewish community and against any Jews
who, through an accidental grossness or some lack of
total public spiritedness, might be the cause of anti-
Semitism!” (P. 165). The ‘“moderates,” the non-religi-
ous, even the anti-religious may have different outlooks
upon Zionism and lIsrael today, but there would be
few who would deny the nation’s uniqueness, if not of
the kind that Professor Fisch asserts, then of the uni-
queness — social, political, cultural and moral-ethical
— which recent historical events have forced upon it.
These criticisms notwithstanding, “The Zionist Re-
volution: A New Perspective” iIs a highly valuable and
important book. It casts a sharp focus upon a range
of issues relevant to contemporary Zionism. Its discus-
sions, for example, of Christian attitudes to the Jewish
state or of the Palestinians are as mind-opening as
they are lucid. But above all, and this is the best tri-
bute one can pay to it, the book whets the appetite
for more works of a similar nature and excites discus-
sion on a plane higher than is customarily encountered.
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“STIEL -LTPE*

By MARIA LEWITT

The leaves trembled above me as if a shiver went
through the whole tree. Blotches of the sky played
hide and seek, exposing bluest of blue among the
clusters of green. And the sun sent its rays down, a
spotlight in the theatre bringing the whole scenery to
life.

| screwed my eyes up and rocked in my hammock
encircled by colours and the appeasing hum of Nature
around me.

If you shut your eyes tight you can feel the danc-
ing shadows, if you open them ever so slightly you are
surrounded by a rainbow, shut them again and the
multitude of coloured circles swim in front of you.

Stillness of the late summer, pregnant with all the
right sounds and smells, rich in shades, kind in
warmth,

And there | was, half hypnotised by continuous
rocking, voices and colours. A bird flew up the tree
and chirped, twisting and lifting its tail up, wiping its
beak in a jerky way, ignoring my presence. The wind,
or rather a suggestion, swayed the cornfield in the
multitude of waves. The shadows o fthe clouds moved
slowly, followed by the beam of sun rays.

The light chasing the gloom away.

The single words came from a distance, fading and
gaining in strength. ‘. . . lazy, don’t know . . . disaster
. . . worries selfish . : " | knew my mother
discussed me and some of her words hit me dead
centre It was true that | spent most of my time on the
hammock, or walking around the fields and the forest.
She was concerned with my lack of communication
and selfishness. | was moody because | wanted to be
with my friends and my parents decided to send my
sister and me for a summer holiday near our home
town. They were waiting for “the political situation
to clarify”, as they explained to us.

But | was not concerned with the political situation
and was sick and tired of hearing it discussed at our
home. | was fifteen and wanted to live, to experience,
to know. My parents didn’t even listen to my plea and
planted us in that forsaken hole. My main company,
my elder sister, beautiful though freckled. She looked
at me from above which irritated me to no end. She
spent all the time sun baking, probably hoping to tan
evenly all the spaces between her freckles. The result
was devastating and made her unapproachable.

There was a boy of seventeen, my one and only
hope for romance. Not bad to look at. My mother said
“very intelligent, brilliant student.” She was right too.
He was brilliant and intelligent, always starting a
sentence with: ‘‘as you probably know", which most
of the time | didn't and felt awful getting entangled
with my nonchalant replies: “of course | know!”

He quoted from Latin which | detested and didn't
know very well, he had a beautiful, chocolate tan
while | looked like a bolled beetroot.

There was one thing | knew better: poetry. So | re-
cited to him whenever he would allow me. It wasn't
easy, it wasn't easy at all. He knew exactly what he
wanted to say, precise In every word, preaching all
the time about obligations and self discipline. Expert
in every field, calling poetry — escapism, and memor-
ising — a waste of time.

So we drifted apart; he on his Latin quotations, |
on my ignorance.

Romance and companionship unfulfilled.

| wanted something to happen during that summer,
something to carry me from everyday's boredom, but
nothing did happen. What my mother called “laziness’
wasn't really laziness. It was some peculiar search for

values and answers. What she called ‘lack of con-
cern and selfishness” was really looking at myself and
trying to sort out what was going around me.

| wasn't happy, | wasn’t unhappy. | was there, at
that time, and that was all. | didn't involve myself in
any philosophical reflections, but my mind was like a
camera, imprinting forever the idyllic beauty of the
European summer of 1939.

My father is dead. We are going to his funeral. All
of us dressed in black, my mother’s face hidden by a
veil, her hands in black gloves lay lifeless on her lap.
The only sound the rhythmic clip-clop of horses’ hoofs
and my sister’s restrained sobs.

The carriage was going slowly, the coachman hits
the horses, urging them to trot. Why is he hitting them?
My father is dead. They hit him too, they hit him till
he lost consciousness and died. My father is dead and
the sky is blue, the sun shines and | wish | had a black
veil — it would deaden the day too bright and too
beautiful for a burial.

| look around; people walk, trams pass by. The
sound of the city hits me, grows in volume, reaches a
piercing, intolerable crescendo. My city is real and
alive, my conquered home town, coming back to reality,
learning how to live under German rules. People
mingle together, brush their bodies with uniformed
conquerors.

Is my father's killer among them?

It all happened so quickly. Our holiday had been
cut short by the War. My father left home to defend
Warsaw and we were left alone.

He returned home less than two weeks ago. He
came at night, dirty, thin and strangely silent. Sick
with exhaustion, full of unexplained worries, his eyes
still blue but dull and sad. He bathed and he ate, he
asked questions and listened to us.

~ He was home again and we almost forgot that out-

side, German flags hung from every door, German sol-
diers marched through our streets, and every day
brought some new decrees.

| showed him my new school books and as usual
he looked through them and | promised to work really
hard this coming year. My sister kept on asking
whether she would be allowed to continue her studies
in France, and my mother sat with us, just looking at
father, until he grew very tired and went to bed. We
stayed up, the three of us, very late, keeping our voices
as low as our excitement allowed us. My father was
back home, home with us, home to stay. Happiness at
war, joy at war?

The next day | went to school and ignored the flags,
the soldiers and the queues. As long as we were all
together it didn't matter so much any more. | entered
our school. Uniformed Germans walked up and down.
| passed them without thinking, or looking. And then
| was told that the 4th floor of our school had been
requisitioned by the army and must be vacant by
lunchtime. All the teachers and the girls went to work
immediately. We shifted desks, tables, school equip-
ment, books.

On the following day our 4th floor has been re-
turned to us. Our joy helped in speeding up the whole
relocation of school inventory. It was a Quixotic task
and we loved it. Our school was ours again, we built
all our hopes in the air.

The next day, the 1st floor fell victim to the army
requisition.

The foreign language and uniforms, the military
transports and flags frightened me once more. New
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decrees reached an epidemic stage with printed bills
posted all over the city.

“Achtung. Achtung. The Jews are not allowed to
live or walk on the main street.”

| arrived home, my father in bed, my mother frantic
trying to get the doctor.

My father asked me about the school and whether
we have enjoyed the return to the 4th floor.

“Oh yes, it was terrific”, | think, it was the first
time | consciously lied to him.

“We are heading for hard times’ he said. “But we
should always keep on hoping, no matter what. You
see, that school business, yesterday it seemed the
school was to be taken over and today it was given
back to you. One should never despair.” He stopped
for a moment. “They might try to take everything from
us, they may succeed. But remember, nobody could
ever take from us what we had experienced, what we
know.” Maybe he wanted to say something else, but
all of a sudden | felt uneasy, didn't know what to say,
how to react, and left his room.

In the evening my father was much better. His
friend dropped in. They discussed all kind of things,
they entangled themselves in political situation. As a
result, the friend had missed the curfew hour and
stayed overnight. | went to sleep peacefully listening
to the familiar voices | loved so much.

Next day, during maths lesson, | was summoned
to our headmistress. ‘What have | done?” | remember
wondering. The school corridor seemed to stretch out
In front of me.

My mother was waiting for me and she looked all
stiff. | sat next to her. The squarish coldness of our
high-back pewish benches made me feel even more
uneasy.

“Your father is gravely ill” my mother said, her
face throbbing. “How come” | thought, “it's impossible,
he was better last night, he told me about values and
| left his room.” What is it my mother is saying. My
father beaten up? | must be dreaming. SS men came
So tg’ke him away, accused him of being a lazy, dirty
ew?

“Mother, mother what are you trying to say. | don't
believe you. It can’t be true!”

She turned her head towards the window and |
knew she was crying.

~ Y1 tried to stop them, | told them your father Is
sick . . . 'Sick?’, they mocked. We are experts in Jew-
ish sickness, there ‘is no better remedy than work.
Work is the answer . .. They kept on shouting and
kicking; coldly, they knew how and where.” My mother
sat next to me, got up again, The headmistress asked
“Can | be of any help to you?”

“No, thank you, we have to hurry home. We have
to go”. It was strange to leave the school at such an
early hour without books., How would | do my home-
work, | thought, and then realised that it wouldn't
matter. My mother kept on talking in some new, de-
tached, disjointed way. She allowed herself a few
short spells of silence.

__"“One of them asked me if | was Jewish. | am his
wife, | told him. Over and over and over and . . . You
shouldn't be living with a Jew, he sald. He was young.
| tried. | really tried. They laughed, they pushed me
away and left when your father collapsed.”

We went home trespassing the Aryan grounds.

My father died on the following morning.

All mirrors covered up, hushed voices around,
sounds of weeping and black stockings and dresses
for three of us.

I sat in my room alone wondering where our mourn-
ing garments came from, People kept on coming. “Will
you please accept my most sincere expressions etc-

streaming down her wrinkles, “Why don't you cry,
child? Your father is dead, don't you understand?"
she lamented.

My father is dead and | can't cry. My father is
dead and the world is alive. Our carriage turns towards
the Jewish Cemetery. Once upon a time, or was it
just a few weeks ago, the entrance led through an
avenue lined with old trees, their branches meeting,
forming a green roof. Once upon a time. Now all the
branches chopped down, the trunks stripped and
naked. And the groups of young people stand between
them, shouting, bending down, straightening up, wav-
ing hands.

“Down with Jews! One less, good riddance, hurray!”

Something hit our carriage. Stones. My mother lifts
her black gloved hand to her face. My father is dead,
the sky is blue, merciless bright sun. The sky should
be black, with a threat of downpour to make the
stone throwers stand still, wash their sardonic grins
away and leave their faces wet, as a sign of sorrow
for a man who died.

Book Reviews

"THE JEWS"

By CHAIM BERMANT
(Weidenfeld & Nicholson $20.95).

Reviewed By HENRY SHAW*

In many ways Chaim Bermant Is unique in the
world of Anglo-Jewish writing. He is, in the classical
sense, a very considerable Jewish scholar. When he
quotes a Rabbinic phrase, it Is invariably a primary
text. He is far too knowledgeable to perpetrate a Jew-
Ish gaffe (so frequent in some Jewish books) and his
interests range over the whole gamut from religion to
international affairs.

He is almost certainly the most prolific of Anglo-
Jewish writers (I include the whole of the English-
speaking world) and, bless the man, his wit and
humour are incomparable. Readers of the London
Jewish Chronicle (it Is said) turn automatically to
Bermant’s column under whatever pen-name he uses,
before reading the news items.

His Purim parodies are worthy of a special volume
even though the brilliance of his writing is parochial
in content. The comments that he makes on the Jew-
ish situation may sometimes be biased and unfair but
they are always direct, well thought-out, Invariably
witty with the clear indication of a trained mind and,
without exception, sprinkled here and there with a
Bermantian bon mot which he would prefer to call
“‘a gut vertel”.

Yet with my admiration for the writer and the reada-
bility of the book under review, | found “The Jews” a
disappointment. True, there are some brilliant sections
which make the book worthwhile. The chapter on
Jewish radicals, for example, is the best collection of
little-known biographical facts about Jewish revolution-
aries that | have ever read, while his final chapter

*Henry Shaw, former Hillel Director of students in Victoria, is
currently Director of Jewsh Studies at the Prahran College Of
Advanced Education.

etera.” | couldn't distinguish faces any more. | could
only remember my great-aunt. She shook me, tears
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“Survivors' is as good a summary of the Jewish world
of the late 1970's as one can expect to find.

But there are bad patches which must be criticized
for poor selection. When Bermant enters the world of
music, he is guilty of glaring omissions as in the case
of Arnold Schoenberg. Schoenberg was indeed a 20th
Century ‘“great”, but was it necessary to reduce him
to the status of mendicant by quoting a letter with
the pathetic plea — “‘Are there not some people, even
nowadays some Jews, who could get together and
raise, for instance, $200 a month for me?" (P. 154)?
There are more interesting extracts available from his
letters, lectures and writing that could have been used.
And if two pages are devoted to Schoenberg, could not
at least a few lines have been spared for Ernest Bloch
and Darius Milhaud — both ‘“‘greats” of this century,
each of whom wrote a masterly ‘“Avodath Hakodesh
among other specifically Jewish works; and must
Leonard Bernstein, who wrote the Jeremiah Symphony
and a Kaddish (Ravel's is not the only one — P. 154)
as well as the Choral Chichester Psalms which are
sung in Hebrew, be relegated to a bracketed mention
with Irving Berlin? And what of the great orchestral
maestros such as Bruno Walter, Serge Kussevitsky and
Otto Klemperer? One has the impression that the music
experts among Bermant's advisers (to whom he ex-
presses thanks in a foreword) did not help him too
well in his homework. Incidentally, Joseph Szigeti
(P. 149) was a Jew.

From these errors of omission, let me refer to a
few other errors of commission which | found unpala-
table. So many articles have been written over the
years about that nasty huckster Barney Barnato and
his African adventures’ that | am amazed that a writer
with the highly-developed aesthetic sense of Chaim
Bermant could devote four pages to this unpleasant
person while the Schlesinger family of financiers and
developers of South Africa is not even mentioned.
Then again, let us deal with this question of selection
— if Barnato, the great business gangster, receives
so much space, why Is there no mention of the gangs-
ters of more recent years — a few potted biographies
of the shady side of the United States thugland with
perhaps special mention of Lepke Buchalter and “Legs”
Diamond of unblessed memory with an extract of the
recent article in “Commentary” on Meyer Lansky —
the possibilities of including nasty Jewish characters
are almost endless. Surely Chaim Bermant has not
forgottten the comical ‘‘con-man” of post-war Britain
Sidney Stanley who caused cabinet crises, communal
upheaval and red faces among so many prominent
people.

Still one more complaint — | find the inclusion of
sections taken out of the Solemn Days ritual most
distasteful when they appear in books for general rea-
ders and | cannot understand why parts of the confes-
sionals have to be elaborated upon. The form of
service on Yom Kippur builds up to a series of climaxes
of which the several forms of “Yiddut” are the most
emotionally charged and to describe them baldly is, |
feel, in bad taste.

For masses of facts on prominent medicos, ‘‘show-
biz" people, writers, boxers, from Whitechapel and the
East Side, Nobel laureates, references to Lubavitch,
Yeshiva Unlversity and neo-Orthodoxy (I had hoped to
read comment on the Satmarer vendetta against their
Hassidic rivals), the book is a mine, all these items
featuring in a variety of chapters and themes.

Apart from the above reservations, | found the book
most readable with a mass of material rarely found in
books for popular consumption. In his quite inimitable
style laced with humorous touches, Chaim Bermant
not only amuses but serves to highlight and emphasise
particular points. The book, in spite of its high price,
should be on most Jewish bookshelves and certainly
in general libraries.

Yenne Velt: Great Works

of Jewish Fantasy
By JOACHIM NEUGROSCHEL

(Picador paperback. Recommended price $5.50)
Reviewed By ALAN UNTERMAN

This exciting collection of Yiddish stories, tales,
and short novels is presented to the reader under a
rubric which the compiler explains as follows:

“what we call ‘fantasy’ is often an attempt at
understanding what rational and daily experi-
ence fails to grasp: forces, notions, possibilities
frequent in our everyday life, often at remote
points in our co-ordinates of infinity and etern-
nity."”

The book’s 700 pages contain selections from the
writings of great masters of Yiddish fiction such as:
Ansky, Mendele, Peretz, Der Nister, and others, as well
as from the Medieval Mayse-Book and the Hasidic
master R. Nakhman of Bratslav. As will be obvious, the
nature of the material is very varied, and the reader
may well think of other masterpieces of a similar genre
which Neugroschel has ignored. Unfortunately the in-
troduction and notes are extremely scanty (19 pages
in toto) and no justification is offered for the particular
selection made. Though this may not detract from the
enjoyment of the tales, it does leave the reader won-
dering about the literary tradition from which the Yid-
dish stories stem, and how representative the sample
offered is even of its more ‘‘fantastic’’ element.

Translating from Yiddish into English raises numer-
ous problems of cross-cultural communication. Com-
pared to the exotic quality of Yiddish prose, with its
nuances of meaning and constant allusions to aspects
of Jewish life and ritual, English is a very taut and
precise language. Neugroschel seems to stick closely
to the original, resisting the temptation to over-
Aglicise the sentences and concepts. In two of the
stories of R. Nakhman of Bratslav, which this reviewer
compared to the Yiddish original, there was little
ground for complaint about the authenticity of the
translation. There were, however, a number of inexcus-
able mistakes which, whilst not interrupting the flow
of the stories, raise questions about the reliability of
the collection as a whole.

Thus in “A Tale of a King and a Wise Man" R.
Nakhman quotes two verses from Proverbs (26:18,19),
without giving the source merely saying “azo vi se
shteit in posuk’. The translator renders this with the
impossible version *“Just as the Talmud says”. A little
later on in the same story we are told in the original
that “he started to praise the king very much’, which
the translator renders ‘‘grew very fond of the king".
This does not make sense in the context of the story
and is obviously a confusion between the Yiddish
word for “‘praise” and that for “love’ which are some-
what similar,

In the second story, “A Tale of a Prince’, which is
disfigured at one point by lines being displaced and
appearing further down the page, there is another gross
translating gaffe. Whereas the original has ‘“Kings
have a book . . .", Neugroschel translates . . . angels
have a book''. The words for “King" and ‘‘angel” are
indeed similar in sound but they are spelt differently,
and one would have expected the translator to notice
the spelling, especially since angels are clearly out
of place in the story

* Dr. Alan Unterman until recently Hillel Director of Victoria,
has been appointed to a lectureship in comparative religion at
Manchester University, U.K.
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It may be that these two stories are unrepresenta-
tive of the translator’'s accuracy. What seems more
likely, however, is that the translation has been under-
taken in a rather slapdash manner. This does not mean
that the collection is not valuable, both as enjoyable
reading and as an insight into the Jewish literary
imagination. It does mean that any detailed conclusions
about the stories here presented, and their symbolism,
should be drawn with caution.

Despite these criticisms we have to be grateful to
Joachim Neugroschel for having collected together a
body of literature which so clearly conveys the strange
inner world of the Jew. Cut off as he was from the
great works of art and from the best products of the
European mind, isolated within the teeming ghetto
even from the expansiveness and tranquility of nature
in many cases, the Jew developed a rich, and fantastic
inner world. This inner experience is manifest for the
pious in the esoteric language of the Kabbalah, and
in more popular teachings of Hasidic lore. For the
more secularized Jew the medium of expression was
through folktales, and folk beliefs which are the direct
ancestors of the more modern forms of Yiddish fant-
asy. This whole world is now lost to us, and it is im-
portant to preserve its most outstanding products as a
heritage for the modern, Westernized, Jew. Reading
“Yenne Velt” can only enrich the mental diet of con-
temporary Jews fed, in the main, on materials of a
dry, rational, and pragmatic nature.

MARTIN BUBER

(Continued from Page 10)

in peace and brotherhood with the Arab people and
to develop the common homeland into a republic in
which both peoples will have the possibility of free
development”., Other issues which brought him into
conflict with his people were his views on Jewish
religious ritual and his attitude to post-war Germany.

After 1938, Buber lived, thought, wrote and taught
in Israel and though regarded with intense admiration
and affection in Western Europe, Britain and America
where he was considered an original thinker, in
Israel itself he was largely isolated and bitterly criti-
cised when not ignored. Because of his views, there
existed a barrier between himself and the Yishuv, “as
if he was a foreign element in our midst and not
entirely one of us” (S. H. Bergman). Abroad, how-
ever, his Influence was profound. Dag Hammarkjold,
in 1959, Iin nominating Buber for the Nobel Prize for
Peace referred to Buber’s ‘“humanistic internationalism
built on basic elements of Jewish thought”. Catholic
and Protestant theologians alike were Influenced by
his teachings that truth is to be found, not in the
thoughts of a solitary individual, but always and
essentially In the meetings between the | and the
Thou. And Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands, In
awarding Buber at 85 the Erasmus Prize, pald speclal
tribute to him. *“You have worked,” he said, ‘“for
the breaking down of barriers between Individuals,
between peoples and between religions by starting
the conversation. . . . You have taught us that what
matters Is not what happens to people but how people
act. You have taught us that the true purpose of life
Is revealed only in acts carried out by people in the
name of God.”

Although still opposed to the end by the Herut
and ultra-orthodox circles, there were signs that the
younger generation was in the 1960s beginning to
listen to Buber and that they were attuned to hls

Innovatory message of dialogue and, through dialogue,
of peace.

If You Walk Softly

A room you could weave

a life In

When | placed the woollen shawl
by the side of the window frame
the glass threw shadows,

friends moving black without speech
The walls hold secrets,

the floor says “if you walk softly
the air will caress you”

It was

a long time ago

(an earlier place, an earlier self)
someone said to me

“rooms act as your guardians
they can turn against you,
sometimes they are lovers’

will not make you
safe

a poem

will not create you

a kiss

will not make you safe
a parking meter

gives you time

but makes you pay

a tree will shake

Its branches for you
never know your name

MICHELE NAYMAN
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The “Melbourne Chronicle”, published
by the Jewish National Library and Cul-
tural Centre “Kadimah”, aims to deal
with cultural, communal, social, political
and religious issues of interest and rele-
vance to the Jewish community.

In keeping with this aim, the “Mel-
bourne Chronicle” invites contributions
of articles, poetry, short stories, critiques
and reviews from all interested members
in the community. In particular, it seeks
to serve as an outlet for local creative
literary talent.

The opinions expressed by contributors
to the “Melbourne Chronicle” are their
own and do not necessarily represent the
views of the editorial committee or of the
Kadimah organisation.
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THIS YEAR
AND EVERY YEAR
Look to

Jelselpurs

FOR THE LOWEST PRICES TO

ISRAEL

AND AUSTRALIA’S BEST VALUE
IN OVERSEAS PACKAGE HOLIDAYS

Jetselpurs

18th FLOOR MLC BUILDING
303 COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE, 3000.
TELEPHONE: 62 0041
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WtA Com/a/imenfd O/

P. A Knitting
Mills

Manufacturers of Men’s and Boys’
Outerwear

590-6 GLENHUNTLY ROAD,
ELSTERNWICK, MELB., 3185.

PHONES: 53 4891, 53 5639
After Hours: 53 6903

Managing Director

_/442 ﬂoppe

IM/l.tA Com/o/imenfd 0/

BODDINGTON'S
SERVICE STATION

F. H. & S. E. BODDINGTON (Props.)

® NICE CLEAN PETROL
® POWER LUBRICATION SYSTEM
® PUT AMOCO IN YOUR MACHINE

322 HAWTHORN RD., CAULFIELD, 3162
TELEPHONE: 523 8627

With Compliments of
SEECHEN
g AR ADIS)

‘Add Beauty
and Comfort
to Your Home"

X

DESIGNERS AND SUPPLIERS
OF BEAUTIFUL KITCHENS

X

Tile Centre ==
Kitchen Appliances

Phone: 528 4596

L]

800 GLENHUNTLY ROAD,
SOUTH CAULFIELD, 3162
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With the compliments of

PERLEN'S
PHARMACY

(L. Perlen and K. L. Langfelder)

X%

YOUR CHEMWAY
CHEMIST

762 GLENHUNTLY ROAD,
SOUTH CAULFIELD
PHONE: 528 5143

X%

DELIVERY SERVICE
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Do | stretch a point too far? Well, let me
add that | too am delighted with Singer's
award. It is a boost for Yiddish and a smack
in the eye to all those who keep writing off
that treasure of Jewish civilization as a R/
language without a future. ;
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