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Editorial
The Jew as Racist and

Imperialist — A
Modern — Day Mythology

BY SERGE |. LIBERMAN

In the unceasing cascade of movements and events
known as history, the Jew has been given a host of
disparate masks by his gentile neighbours, all different
in outward appearance, yet all similar in their repre-
sentation of evil. The story of Jew as Christ-klller,
poisoner of wells, murderer of Christian children, as
devil incarnate, infidel, usurer, rapacious capit’allst
and world-domineering communist Is sufficlently
familiar not to require further elaboration, Attorneys
both for the prosecution and defence of the Jews
have been numerous and the number of books written
about these myths and dogmas over the centurles is
aIsoNleglop. ¥

ow, in our own time, a new mytholo
added to the arsenal of the antI-Jevgltsh as?syat?lzt’.s Sblﬁgg
1975, the Jew has been formally endowed with a
novel set of masks which, through his commitment to
Zionism, render him a racist, imperialist and fascist.

In June-July of that year, at the World Conference
of the International Women's Year held in Mexico Clty
a resolution equating Zionlsm with racism was adopted
with only two opposing votes — those of Israel and
the United States. In August, the same resolution was
passed at the Conference of Non-Aligned Countrles
in Lima and later at the meetings of the Organisation
of African Unity in Kampala. The campaign, orchestrat-
ed and-supported by countries of the Soviet bloc the
Afro-Asian natlons and some Latin American states
reached its culmination at the United Nations In
November 1975 when 72 nations voted In favour of a
resolution stigmatising “Zionism as a form of racism
and racial discrimination” (although It might bring
comfort, however cold, to note that 35 nations opposed
the resolution — Australia among them — 39
abstained and 3 were not present, thereby giving the
resolution the barest of numerical majorities).

Another resolution passed during the same session
of the General Assembly established a committee to
make recommendations for realising “the inallenable
rights of the Palestinlan people” while yet another
resolution called for the participation of the Palestine
Liberation Organisation “in all efforts, dellberations
and conferences on’the Middle East on an equal footing
with other parties”. By means of these resolutions
the U.N. did not merely condemn the state of Israei
for alleged crimes against the Palestinlans and against
its own Arab cltizens but in effect denounced the state
of Israel as an lllegitimate entity. For by sanctioning

the active participation of the PLO in all discussions
about the Middle East, it was, de facto, endorsing the
Palestinian National Covenant of 1964 which states
inter alia, that Palestine, with the boundaries it had
during the British mandate, ‘“‘is an indivisible part of
the Arab homeland” (Article 1), that ‘“‘the liberation of
Palestine is a national duty which attempts to repel
the Zionist and imperialist aggression against the Arab
homeland and aims at the elimination of Zionism in
Palestine” (Article 15), that “the partition of Palestine
in 1947 and the establishment of the state of Israel
are entirely illegal, regardless of the passage of time,
because they were contrary to the will of the
Palestinian people and to their natural right in their
homeland, and inconsistent with the principles em-
bodied in the Charter of the United Nations,
particularly the right to self-determination” (Article 19),
and that Zionism is . .. . racist and fanatic in its
nature, aggressive, expansionist arnd colonial In its
aims, and fascist in its methods” (Article 22). To quote
Norman Podhoretz (Commentary, July 1976), “the very
idea of a sovereign Jewish state In the Middle East
(Zionism), let alone the actuality of one, no matter
what its boundaries might be, was by definition
declared criminal (racist) . ... Israel could only
cease to be criminal if it ceased to be both Jewish
and sovereign — if, in other words, it ceased to
exist . . . The resolution did not concern boundaries or
occupied territories; It concerned the right of a
soverelgn Jewish state of any size or shape to exist
in the Middle East”.

What are bases for the arguments in support of
Zionism as a racist political movement? To the Pales-
tinian, :as is explicit in the Covenant of 1970, the very
existence of Israel in what Is regarded as Arab Pales-
tine is a racist phenomenon, as it is an imperialist
one. “Judaism,” states the Covenant, “being a religion,
is not an independent nationality. Nor do the Jews
constitute a single nation with an identity of its own;
they are citizens of the states to which they belong”
(Article 20). More, Article 20 adds that ‘claims of
historical or religious tles of Jews with Palestine are
incompatible with the facts of history and the true
conception of what constitutes statehood”; while a
symposium of Palestinian Arab leaders in Beirut in
1970 stated that the Ashkenazi Jews are not the sons
of Abraham but descendants of the Khazars, Tartar
rulers of Southern Russia who, 1000 years ago,
embraced Judaism. Jews are not a nation but a caste
and therefore have no right to a state of their own.
Therefore, too, their entry into Palestine is seen as a
Zionist imperialist invasion, an act of aggression, the
displacement of the Palestinian population as a direct
manifestation of a racist ideology, and their methods
— ‘“‘expropriation, mass arrests, lll-treatment, deporta-
tion and transfer of Arab inhabitants” — are nothing
less than fascist, akin to those of the Nazis at whose
hands the Jews allege they have suffered. If the Jews
have Iindeed suffered, the Arab nations disclaim
responsibility for Jewish suffering and disclaim also
any obligation to make good for the sins of other
nations. Israel, according to this propaganda, is racist
on other counts as well: the Law of Return gives only
Jews the right to settle in Israel; according to Jewish
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law, the religion of the mother determines the religion
of the child so that a child born of a non-Jewish
mother is not Jewish; in Israel, mixed marriages are
forbidden; early Jewish pioneers in Palestine fought
against Arab labour, and in Israel, there is no separation
of church and state. As the state of Israel is founded
on a racial basis, a basis which is hateful to all lovers
of peace and democracy, it deserves no international
recognition. The Palestinians, upon securing their
rights, promise a truly secular, democratic state in
which Jews will enjoy equal rights in contrast to the
present religious character of Israel, the fascist nature
of its government and its racist rule which differs little
from South Africa’s policy of apartheid.

The indictment against Israel is long, broad
and deliberately offensive. One does not need to read
or listen exclusively to Arab propaganda to learn of
Arab grievances. No less a scholar than Howard
Sachar, a highly reputable Jewish historian, is harsh
on the Israeli government for its conduct in relation to
the Arabs in Israel. In his massive, comprehensive “A
History of Israel”, he does not sweep the manifestations
of second-class citizenship of the Arab during the
early years of statehood under the proverbial carpet.
He is quite explicit about the early expropriations of
the lands of absentee landlords, the meagre compensa-
tion, the economic hardships of dispossessed Arabs,
the impact of military governorates in prescribed
“defence areas” and ‘‘security zones”, and the dis-
content of the Arab youth who, in becoming more
educated and seeking to break away from the back-
wardness of his village is frustrated in his desires by
bureaucratic obstacles. But he is quite clear, too, in
indicating that the Israeli restrictions upon the Arab
population were not part of deliberate Zionist policy.
To every piece of legislation passed that appeared to
jeopardise the Arab, there was intense heart-searching
and protest both within the Knesset — for example,
from the socialist Mapam, communist Maki and even
the ruling Mapai parties — and without. Israel's
Declaration of Independence was quite specific about
the society it desired: “The State of Israel . . . will
ensure complete equality of social and political rights
to all its inhabitants irrespective of religion, race or
sex; it will guarantee freedom of religion, conscience,
language, education and culture . .. We appeal —
in the very midst of the onslaught launched against
us now for months — to the Arab inhabitants of the
State of Israel to preserve peace and participate in
the upbuilding of the State on the basis of full and
equal citizenship and due representation in all its
provisional and permanent institutions”.

_ However, these provisions and assurances were
mitigated by two unanticipated developments: first, the
magnitude of the Arab flight and demographic change
within the newborn Jewish republic and, second, the
impact of the Arab invasion and the remorselessness
of Arab hostility in the aftermath of the war of 1948-49.
Reality — a murky unpalatable contrast to the bination-
al ideals of the early ploneers — and Realpolitik sub-
jugated the Idealism of the various declarations to a
need to deal with hard brutal facts. In the aftermath
of the war, although the Arabs were granted the right
to vote and sit in the knesset, to organise political
parties, to publish their own journals, to send their
children to Arab-language schools and to gain access
to Israel’s public service and courts, they now bore
the heavy onus of suspicion, Related by ties of blood,
religion and a common heritage with Palestinian Arabs
who had fled during the fighting and with the Arabs
in other countries which repeatedly declared their
intention to destroy the Jewish state, thelr integration
into Israell society of necessity became a much slower
process than elther envisaged or desired, and injustices,
usually the result of official ambivalence or insensitivity

rather than deliberate policy, were encountered along
the way.

But it is not far-fetched to state that the Arabs, by
their relentless intransigence to the idea and fact of a
Jewish state, brought these injustices upon themselves.
While Arab propaganda contends that Israel had been
opposed to the recognition of the national rights of
the Palestinian people, the truth is that for many years
the Zionists were the only ones in the world to take
cognisance of these people. Throughout the 1920s
and 1930s, a series of solutions were proposed to
accommodate both Arabs and Jews — including one
suggestion whereby the Mandatory power established
a Legislative Council with an Arab majority in an
independent Arab state — but all proposals, without
exception, were rebuffed by the Arabs. The Idea of a
binational state favoured by Berl Katznelson in 1931
and Eliezer Livneh's concept of ‘“a Jewish Palestine
within a greater Arab federation’ foundered on the hard
soll of Arab rejection. Even after the War of Independ-
ence in 1949, the Palestinian Arabs had a chance to
create their own state, but made no such attempt, that
territory which lay outside Israel's borders passing
instead Into Jordanian hands and the displaced Arabs
stagnating In a string of refugee camps deliberately
maintained as hives of growing bitterness and resent-
ment by the host countries of Jordan, Syria, Lebanon
and in Gaza,

If this be racism, Imperlalism and fascism, then
the words have acquired new, eccentric meanings, or
indeed have lost all meaning.

Granted that Judaism is a religion, but to be a Jew
is to be part of a composite entity, its adherents
professing to varying degrees an Identical religion,
history, culture, heritage and national consciousness.
The Jew's lack of a homeland for 1900 years — a
phenomenon which the peoples around him have
come to regard as his natural condition — was In fact
an anomaly. Judaism was ever based on the triangular
foundation of God, Jew and Zion, and the attachment
to Zion, whether expressed In the Psalms or the dally
Prayer Book or Yehuda Halevi's poems, was ever the
same continuous unforgotten sentiment, even passion,
for which Nathan Birnbaum’'s term ‘“Zionism”, coined
in 1890, is but the modern name. Further, to state that
Ashkenazi Jews are not the sons of Abraham but
rather the descendants of the Khazars — even If true,
as suggested most recently by Arthur Koestler in his
book “The Thirteenth Tribe” — is beside the point.
Any convert to Judaism assumes the same beliefs,
culture and aspirations as the born Jew, but, more
importantly, this statement, freely bandied about
undefended before the U.N., Ignores the existence of
the Sephardi Jews who have, since the Roman con-
quest of Judea, either remained In Palestine or lived
in neighbouring countriec and who now constitute a
growing majority of all Israelis in the Jewish state.
And if it is claimed by Arab propaganda that these
Jews prior to their departure for Israel lived In
brotherly peace and tolerance with their Arab nelgh-
bours, let it be known that this is a fabrication, that
Islam seldom willingly tolerated minorities and that
for the qualified permission to practise their religion,
the Jews had to pay the price of constant exploitation
and submission, The Jews occupled a visibly inferior
and oppressed-minority status enforced by religtous
and civil laws specifically encouraged by the Koran
itself. However deprived the Arab, he still felt innately
superior to the Jew.

Among the things that Irk modern Arabs Is the
seeming reversal of roles where, in the Jewish state,
Arabs are now in the minority. Zlonist declarations
of humanitarian responsibility and benevolent inten-
tions in the Middle East offend their ingrained religious
and historical sense of the Jewish people as a subject
minority dependent upon the ‘“protection” of their Arab
overlords. The inflated rhetoric of Zlonism smacks to
them to elitism and imperialism and they are infuriated
by the picture of the Jew ‘bringing civilisation to the
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natives” — as, in practice, Israel has done by exporting
its know-how in programs of technical and educational
assistance to undeveloped countries in Africa. Even
this policy came to be seen as an attempt at Israeli
domination and as an imperialist exercise. Even if the
Arabs in Israel did benefit from Israeli enterprises, jobs,
public services, education, social welfare and economic
prosperity, this was of no consequence to them. As
Sachar writes, “It was scorned as nothing better than
the last meal offered to a condemned man’. Thus the
old Zionist belief, the dream, that the Arabs would
reconcile themselves to the existence of a Jewish
state in their midst as they saw their own condition
improve as a result of that state has proved with
hindsight to be a sad and hopelessly naive delusion.

Regarding the Law of Return whereby all Jews
everywhere are permitted to return to the Jewish state
and which is seen by the Arabs and their sympathisers
as racist, it Is but the logical and tangible consequence
of self-determination of the Jewlish people in its own
state. And, contrary to Arab and Soviet protestations,
the Jews, being an identifiable people with a unique
history, tradition, religion and cultural heritage, do
have the right to self-determination and national liber-
ation, as self-evident as the right of the many other
smaller nations proliferating at this time. Zionism,
although it has achieved its primary objective of state-
hood, remains nonetheless an Ideology of self-
determination and of preservation of its state on that
very ground, a point which must be recognised and
repeatedly stressed in the counter-offensive to Arab
propaganda if the rights of lIsrael and the Jewish
people are not to be wholly and irrevocably denied.
On another level, the Law of Return does not exclude
immigrants to Israel of non-Jews, nor does it deny
them cltizenship provided the conditions of residence,
health and a criminal-free record have been fulfilled;
— a contrast to the policies of many countries of the
Arab and Soviet blocs whose own governments main-
tain some of the most stringent immigration regulations,
yet who are the most strident in their accusations of
racism and exclusivism of Israel.

Nor was the struggle of the Jewish pioneers
against Arab labour racist. The struggle was not aimed
at Arabs because they were Arabs but was intended
— as part of a Zionist and socialist imperative to
create a Jewlsh agricultural proletariat — to avoid their
exploitation as cheap labour and their enslavement, a
state which not all other countries of the Middle East
can boast of In their treatment of their minorities.

Nor does the epithet of racism adhere to the
definition of the Jew as one born of a Jewish mother
or to the claims that mixed marriages are prohibited
Iin Israel or to the accusation that in Israel there is no
separation of church and state. These are matters of
religion and have nothing to do with racism which is
above all a genetic principle. If the argument is to be
elaborated, anyone, of whatever nation, people or
race, may become and be accepted as a Jew provided
he converts to Judaism according to prescribed Jewish
rites and accepts the Jewlish faith — quite a contrast
to the situation in Rhodesia or South Africa where no
rites can help the black enjoy the privileges of the
white.

The shoe of racism, and imperialism, even of fas-
cism, sits In fact more firmly on the other foot, and
the Arab nations and thelr supporters in the Soviet
bloc and the so-called Third World have become mast-
ers of plous humbug and hypocrisy.

The catalogue of Indictments against these nations
Is formidable indeed. Ever speaking of freedom and
rights and the democratic ideal, of the 72 countries
that approved the Zlonist-racist resolution, only 13 can
be described as parllamentary democracies, the other
59 belng elther milltary, communist, autocratic or mon-
archical dictatorships. The propaganda line of
the PLO which aims at replacing the ‘‘racist Zionist

state” of Israel with a “secular democratic republic”
is a fraud in the light of historical reality. Until this
day, no Arab state has fashioned a truly democratic
regime as democracy is understood in the West. Where-
ever Arabs are dominant, they have created a social
structure based on religious elitism, endorsed, even
prescribed by the Koran which makes life for non-
Moslems intolerable. Before independence in Algeria,
there were 9 million Arabs, 1.1 million Christians and
130,000 Jews; today, there are 80,000 Christians and
3000 Jews, all others having had to leave this “secu-
lar progressive democratic Arab republic’’. In the
Sudan, after expelling all Christian missionaries, the
Arabs liquidated hundreds of thousands of black
Christians in the southern part of the country. Slavery
still persists in Saudi Arabia; Christian schools in
Syria are being oppressed and expropriated; Christian
intellectual and commercial life in Lebanon are becom-
ing progressively more circumscribed as the Moslem
sector, abetted by the Syrians, is gaining dominance;
in Iraq and Syria, Jews have been herded into squalid
mellahs where they live in a constant state of terror;
while in Iran, the stage Is set for the establishment of
a rabidly fundamentalist intolerant Moslem regime
based upon the letter of the Koran. To this may be
added the experience of Pakistan: when the territories
with Moslem majorities seceded from India and estab-
lished their capital as Islamabad, a telling name, mil-
lions of Hindus fled the country for their lives, those re-
maining now constituting a mere jth of the total
population. If democracy Is to be understood as a
regime where the minority has rights and a voice, then
Israel stands as the only democracy in the Middle East
with its plethora of political parties — Jewish and
Arab — representing minority interests.

Several more attitudes testify to the pervading hum-
bug and hypocrisy of the Soviet and Afro-Arab bloc.
Almost every country is the world, including Arab and
black African countries, conduct business with South
Africa. Yet when Israel does similar business, this is
described as a ‘““Tel Aviv-Pretoria Axis” (the word
““axis” linking Israel with Nazism). One has only to
recall the relationship of the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem,
Haj Amin el-Husseini, with the Nazi regime during
World War Il to determine indeed whose sympathies lay
unstintingly with Nazism. Of the 35 million refugees
displaced by war and other calamities since 1945, only
the % million displaced in the Jewish war of national
liberation are expected to be repatriated, a demand
that runs counter to the treatment of all refugees
throughout the whole world in the last ten years or
more. Of all the millions of square miles of territory
conquered in the past 35 years — one notorious ex-
ample being the USSR with its annexation of Estonia,
Latvia and Lithuania as well as parts of Finland, Ger-
many, Poland, Czechoslovakia and Rumania — only the
territories conquered by Israel in a primarily defensive
war are expected to be returned. Israel is condemned
as an imperialist country for holding on to the oc-
cupied territories - until Its physical security can be
assured, but barely a whisper is raised at the combin-
ed Cuban and Soviet adventures In distant Angola and
Ethiopia or at Russlan manoeuvering In Afghanistan
or collusion with Vietnam in the assault on Kampuchea
or at the Syrian ploy In Lebanon. Whenever Israel
retaliates against Arab terrorists for their wanton raids
and murders of civilians within Israeli territory, a wide-
spread hue and cry of condemnation immediately
arises, but little condemnation Is heard of the terrorists
themselves or, further removed, of the brutal inter-
necine killings in Lebanon, of the Ugandan incursions
into Tanzania, of the black African massacres of
Rhodesian blacks and whites, or of the expulsion of
thousands of Vietnamese left to drift on the seas at
the mercy of a host of cynical natlons on all sides. A
wholesale paranoia has come to possess the Third
World whereby, In the midst of all the problems that
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beset the nations, the existence of Israel emerges as
the greatest threat to peace, democracy and world
order. It may not yet be sufficiently apparent, but it
is the resurgence of militant intolerant Islam in our
day, bolstered by its incomparable oil-derived wealth,
and combined with the opportunistic tentacle-like
spread of Russian-style totalitarianism that constitute
by far the greater threat to peace. And after these
forces, in combination, have done their damage, one
can foresee an era when burgeoning pan-Islamism
will enter into open conflict with neighbouring Russian
attempts at hegemony. In this context, one may note
the Russian concern that Iran’s Moslem revival could
spread into the Soviet republics of Azerbaijan and
Turkmen.

On the strength of the U.N. Resolution of 1975 and
leaning upon it for justification of their actions, a
variety of groups and individuals have swallowed
hook, line and sinker the Palestinian propaganda, have
gathered voice and embarked on an intense anti-
Zionist and anti-Israel campaign. Suddenly U.N. deci-
sions have become sacrosanct as never before—witness
their emphasis on the illegality of the U.N. Partition
vote in November 1947 —, and local Jew-haters such
as Bill Hartley, John Troy, the secretary of the United
Palestine Workers, Tony Shears, and radio station
3CR among others have a field-day baiting “‘Zionists™
and “Zionist racists, imperialists and fascists” under
the protection of an Australian democracy, not unlike
that of Israel, which allows them free speech, however
wilfully anti-democratic and inciting to hatred and
division their views may be — a freedom that they
would be hard-put to find in any of the Arab nations
they admire and support.

Their claim that their anti-Zionist stand is not
anti-Semitic is blatantly false. Once again, the shoe

is on the other foot. While they plously denounce
racism, in singling out the Jews as the only people in
the world not entitled to universally acknowledged rights
of self-determination and national liberation, they are
themselves racist and patently anti-Semitic. The call by
Tony Shears to drive the Zlonists out of Australia
(radio 3CR, December 2, 1978) is nothing less than a
call — one that harks back to medieval days — to
drive out the majority of Australian Jews. Whatever
form Zionist may take — political, labour, cultural, spiri-
tual or religious — its basis idea is the creation and,
ipso facto, the preservation of a state for the Jewish
people of Zion. In that sense, every Jew who supports
the existence of a Jewish state in present Israel or
who contributes to its welfare must be reckoned a
Zionist, whether or not he approves the application of
the label to himself. He may be Orthodox, Liberal or
totally free-thinking; he may question the pervasiveness
of Israelo-centricity and ask a series of highly pertin-
ent questions — What role does Israel play in the life
of Jews the world over? What role should it play?
How should the State respond to the communal and
cultural needs of Diaspora Jewry? — but insofar as he
professes Israel's natural right to exist as an Inde-
pendent state, he is a Zionist. Historical events have
overtaken non-Zionist and anti-Zionist trends among
Jews, and to distinguish between the Zionist and the
Jew Is akin to splitting hairs. In short, the claim that
anti-Zionism Is not anti-Semitism Is a sieve that will
not hold water.

The Jew has been endowed with another set of
distorting and distorted masks and new myths have
been created around him. It is imperative that he, as
individual and in communal solidarity, and for the sake
of harmony In Australia’s open pluralist society, does
not permit them to stick.

THE AUSTRALIAN MULTI-CULTURAL SOCIETY

BY THE HONOURABLE WALTER JONA, M.P.
Victorian Minister of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs

It is a statistical as well as a cultural fact that
Aus_tra_lla is a multi-cultural society. To highlight the
statistical aspect, it is significant to note that almost
40% of the Australian population today was either
born overseas or is a first generation migrant, In the
cultural sense, the development of diverse traditions
and practices of our migrant communities, with full
government endorsement and support, has created an
exciting era of polyethnic enrichment.

To fully ‘understand the development of our multi-
qultu_ral society, one has to trace the history of migra-
tion into Australia and to explain the different policies
and attitudes over the past 30 years,

At the end of World War |l, Australia’s 7,700,000
square kilometres of territory was occupied by
7,391,000 people. The war had, in fact, revived fears of
future security and had placed a severe strain on the
economy. Australia faced a backlog in housing, as well
as a shortage of schools and hospitals.

The Australian nation was rich in unexploited natural
resources, but its development was limited by a
shortage of manpower. The workforce was beginning
to feel the effects of the ‘‘slump’” in the birthrate of
the'de:presslon years when, for the first time in the
nation’s history, the rate of annual increase had fallen
below 1% of the population. Added to this, Australia’s
exports were still largely rural and confidence in its
future ability to depend on Britain and other traditional
markets had been shaken.

Australia had to make a determined bid to increase
its population and develop its resources without relyiny
on natural population increases or the uncertainties of
unplanned immigration to provide the mlllions of citi-
zens needed in the future.

It was against this background that Australia, In
1945, decided to seek greater strength, security and
development through large scale, planned immigration.

Australia’s post war immigration programme began
with the support of industry, the trade unions, all
political parties and virtually all sections of the Aus-
tralian community. In 1947, the first post war British
assisted migrants arrived and the tide of immigration
began to rise rapidly, especlally when Australia decided
to accept displaced persons on a large scale. The
arrival of 170,000 of these people between 1947 and
1952 laid the foundation for large scale non-British
migration,

More than 3,600,000 migrants have arrived in Aus-
tralia since 1945, Britaln has been the largest single
source followed by Italy, Greece, Yugoslavia, The
Netherlands, West Germany, Poland and, more recently
Turkey and Lebanon. In all, we have attracted migrants
from over 75 different countries in the past 33 years.
Additionally, some 1,600,000 children have been born
in Australia to these migrants In the same period.

With such a marked increase in our population

over a relatively short period of time, certain pressures
necessarily developed with respect to soclal welfare,
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health and other services. However, the most important
aspect in my view, is the way in which community
attitudes had to develop to ensure a harmonious and
tolerant acceptance of migrant citizens, their character-
istics and cultures. The successful fulfilment of this
attitudinal development will not occur overnight but
will succeed if all Australians, both overseas born or
Australian born, gear themseives to the mutual under-
standing and acceptance of individual cultures and
characteristics.

The migrants who have arrived in Victoria have
provided great impetus to this State’s development.
Almost all of Victoria's major companies and a count-
less number of small businesses have recruited labour
under employee sponsorship schemes or have em-
ployed migrants as part of the total community work-
force. In addition, of course, many business undertak-
ings have been established by migrants who have
come to Victoria under various schemes since 1947.

In Victoria alone, there are some 100 different
ethnic groups, with approximately 90 __different
languages and dialects. These are some 75 foreign
language newspapers and at least 820 ethnic organi-
zations. Is it any wonder that when the Victorian
Ministry of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs Act was
proclaimed in 1976, Victoria became the first Govern-
ment, State or Federal, to give statutory recognition to
the concepts of a multi-cultural society and to the
specific social ingredients required for the successful
cohesion of such a culturally diverse community.

The Victorian State legislation places an obligatiqn
on the government to ensure that all new settlers in
Australia are afforded an equal opportunity to partici-
pate in, contribute to and benefit from the life of the
total Australian community, without restraint. The
legislation has also enabled the government to take
all steps which it deems necessary to prevent and/or
remove discrimination against persons because of
their ethnic background or characteristics. It also
enables the government to promote the welfare of our
migrant settlers and their families so that they may
take a full and active part in the total life of the
communlity, fully aware of their rights and responsibili-
ties as citizens and able to contribute to the future
well-being of our soclety.

Notwithstanding the wide community acceptance
of the government's objectives in the field of ethnic
affairs, it is community attitudes that will undoubtedly
determine the acceptance of the fact that we live in
a multi-cultural soclety. The government believes that
the best way of Increasing a level of tolerance towards
all elements of our community is through well-research-
ed and planned community education programmes
geared to the mutual understanding and acceptance
of individual cultures and their contributions to the
wider community.

History tells us that, especilally In times of economic
difficulty, host socleties tend to look for ‘‘scapegoats’.
Unfortunately, the migrant presents an easy prey for
the prophets of economic doom who tend to use hostile
attitudes towards migrants and refugees for their own
purposes. In this light, migrants are labelled as
“competitors” and it is very easy to condescend to
these views without even examining the enormous
economic, soclal and cultural contribution that has
occurred through our Immigration programmes.

Fortunately, Australla has not experienced the
violence and sometimes bloodshed that has occurred
in other countries, as a result of raclal, religious or
political differences, but there Is an Immediate need
to build up a consclous rejection of hostile attitudes
which exist to ensure that Australia is not confronted
with the similar problems faced by so many other
countries In the world. The community at large must
be geared to the realization of the concept that the

majority of our migrant citizens have come here to
contribute, not to compete. Conversely, the govern-
ment's role is also to ensure that all migrants are fully
aware of their responsibilities as citizens of their
country of adoption. To that end, the government will
be looking increasingly at the effective participation
by media, churches, commerce, industry, the trade
union movement and parents in an effectively co-ordin-
ated approach to the furtherance of a socially cohesive
and tolerant society. Migrants must also be on guard
to ensure that their representatives reflect the majority
view and not use organizations for their personal
political or other goals at the expense of their com-
munity interest, as a whole.

Realization of the existence of a multi-cultural
society is not only the responsibility of government.
The community, as a whole, must be enticed to being
positive contributors to the attainment of mutual ac-
ceptance and tolerance. Understanding and goodwill
cannot be achieved solely through enforcing legisla-
tion, but through a system of mutual exchange and
recognition of individual differences.

Hopefully, the future will bring a more concerted
and informed effort from all citizens to become aware
of the rich and varied fabric of our society. A continu-
ing failure to properly understand the real meaning
of the term “ethnic” could lead to serious divisiveness
within the community. Language, religion or a common
history could provide the basis of ethnic attachment.
The term ‘“ethnic”, in other words, should no longer
be interpreted on a ‘‘you' or ‘“us” basis, as many old
Australians and some migrant groups have tended to
do in the past.

During the past three years, the work of the
Victorian Ministry of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs
has been exciting, challenging and highly productive.
It is certainly playing Its rightful role in helping to
mould the people of Victoria into a resourceful and
tolerant community. More importantly, we are giving
real meaning to the fundamental concept of the
importance of the Individual to give full expression
to his cultural identity, ethnic background and indivi-
dual talents. A socially cohesive, multi-cultural society
will remain a reality only statistically unless every
person takes time to reflect on the Importance of
individuality, tolerance and understanding.

Future generations will hopefully look back and
admire the Australian society as one which is tolerant,
cohesive and culturally rich due to the enormous
contribution of individuals from all over the globe who
are linked together by a common thread called the
Total Australian Community.

Editor's addendum.

Apropos of Mr. Walter Jona's article, the reader is directed
to the following books for further reading:

For detailed discussion of the Jewish community in Australia,
Peter Medding's two volumes ‘From Assimilation to Group
Survival” (Cheshire 1968) and ‘Jews in Australian Society”
(MacMilllan 1973) remain, to-date, the most authoritative.

Of particular value for readers interested in or working with
other ethnic groups in Australia is Rachel Unikoski's ‘‘Commu-
nal Endeavours: Migrant Organisations in Melbourne’ (Australian
National University Press 1978, $14.50 cloth, $8.95 paperbound),
which is a study of migrant organisations of three ethnic groups,
namely the Polish, Dutch and Maltese. In discussing these parti-
cular groups and highlighting their respective problems, com-
munal structure and the multiplicity of their organisations —
social, cultural, welfare and spiritual — Mrs. Unikoski sheds
much light on migrant attitudes. conflicts and behaviour in
general. A particularly apt quotation cited in the book and
relevant also to Mr. Jona's article is taken from biologist and
humanist Julian Huxley — *'| believe in diversity . . . Diversity
is not only the salt of life but the basis of collective achieve-
ment. And the complement of diversity is tolerance and under-
standing”. This neatly sets the tone of Mrs. Unikoski's book.
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The Australian Jewish Historical Society

BY LOUISE ROSENBERG and SOLOMON STEDMAN

“Now these are the names of the sons of Israel,
who came to Egypt with Jacob. Every man came with
his household: Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah;
Issachar, Zebulun and Benjamin; Dan and Naphtall,
Gad and Asher.”

This information Is contained in the Book of Exodus
where it was recorded many centuries ago, together
with many important historic personalities and events.
These records became the Bible, our great historical
and literary monument and an Inexhaustable source
of ancient historical information. It is accepted that
the first five Books of the Bible were written by
Moses and he, Moses, Is our first Jewish historian.
The second important historian, who recorded the
post-Biblical history, was Flavius Josephus. It was he
who told posterity and continues to tell, through his
books, “Jewish Antiquities”, “The Jewlsh Wars” and
“Against Apion”, the history of our people of that
period.

Due to the pecullar condition of Jewish life, there
was no centralised authority or place where historic
events affecting the whole natlon were recorded and
preserved. The Jewish people were scattered among
the nations of the world, but each segment managed
its own affairs and recorded that which It considered
worthy of preservation, never shirking or hiding an
“inconvenient tradition’,

The “Pinkus”, the Minute Book, became the reposi-
tory of the history of the small community which, In
later years, was used by historians to collate infor-
mation into historical works. Of course, numerous his-
torians appeared during the centuries and quite a
deal of information was obtained from non-Jewish
sources. The importance of history need not be stress-
ed. It is the guide which points out the results of the
endeavours of men and thus tells us which are good
and which to avoid.

Our own Australian Jewish Historical Soclety, In
Its small way Is doing necessary and important work
which future generations will, no doubt, find interest-
Ing and useful. Since 1938, the Soclety has carrled
out the work of preserving the knowledge galned over
the passing years, recording events as they happen,
publishing a well-respected, scholarly Journal,

Consjder an unimportant event such as this: “Mr.
A. was fined one shilling and six pence for not attend-
ing services at the Synagogue on Sabbath”, Trifling?
But it shows how Jews preserved their religious obli-
gations and thus the continuity of the nation.

During the 40 years of Its existence, the Soclety
has published 75 Issues of the Journal and Proceed-
Ings, plus special editions. Hundreds of articles on
various subjects of historical interest are Included In
these Joqrnals. Some of these articles helped people
tfrace their ancestors In other countrles. In general,
the Soclety was instrumental In bringing the Australian
community to the knowledge of Jewlish organlsations
in England, America, Israel and other lands, with
Wh[ch we are now in constant and friendly communi-
cation. In 1970, the Historical Soclety published “The
History of a Jewish Newspaper”. It was the story of
the “Hebrew Standard” which existed in Sydney for
75 years. Through the pages of this newspaper may
be traced the life, growth and development of Sydney
Jewry and may be followed the development of the
internal management of the community as a whole.

In 1961, the Historical Soclety published “Jewish
Settlers in Australia” by Dr. Charles A. Price of the

Australian National Unlversity, It was a Soclal Studies
Monograph about the first arrivals, tracing their origins
and occupatlons. It was a work which required much
research and detailed studles, as the study of any
ethnic group would require. In his Introduction, Dr.
Price mentioned the help given him by members of
the Historical Society and quotes the late Dr. Zimmer-
man and Mr. Solomon Stedman. In 1976, the Society
issued a Speclal Publication written by (Rabbl) John
Simon Levi, “A Dictionary of Blography of the Jews
of Australia”, This publication contained the names
of Jews of Australla from 1788-1830, These were the
ploneers, settlers and convicts. No Jew was lost In
the new, strange land.

The Jewlish Historical Soclety has established a
permanent address for all Jews In the land.

1938-1978

Our rabbis tell us that the age of 40 years Is ‘'the
age of understanding”. It Is so with this Society,
which commenced 40 years ago, on Sunday, August
21, 1938. The Inaugural Meeting, convened ‘‘for the‘
purpose of discussing and considering the formation
of an Australlan Jewish Historical Society”, was held
in the Library of the New South Wales War Memorlal
in Darlinghurst, Prior to that, letters had been sent
to many distinguished personalities In all States of
Australia and New Zealand, asking for suggestions
and support. In every Instance, these were forth-
coming, together with congratulations and encourage-
ment.

Present at the Inaugural Meeting were Rabbl Lelb
A. Falk, Mesdames W. Lawrence Cohen and S. B.
Glass, Miss Marls Lawrence Cohen and Messrs. P.
J. Marks, H. I. Wolff, Mirsch Munz, Elias Green, Sydney
B. Glass, A. A. Keysor, H. A. Kresner, David J. Ben-
jamin, H. H. Glass and H. Brando. Mr, Sydney B.
Glass read the notice convening the meeting and ask-
ed that a chairman be appointed. Mr. H. I. Wolff
proposed that the chair be taken by Mr. Percy Joseph
Marks. In doing so, Mr. Wolff referred to the early
work done by Mr. Marks In Australlan History since
1912 when he had taken over research work then
being performed by Mr. Coleman P. Hyman. Mr. Wolft
suggested that Mr. Marks, who was descended frqm
one of the first ploneer familles, must be regarded
as the unofficial historian of Australian Jewry, known
and respected at home and abroad for his work In
this field.

Taking the chalr, Mr. Marks thanked the meeting
and proposed that David J. Benjamin be endorsed as
Honorary Secretary pro tem of the Soclety. Letters
expressing approval and willingness to co-operate and
support were read from Sir Samuel S. Cohen, Presi-
dent of the Great Synagogue and John Goulston, Its
Vice-President; His Honour Judge J. J. Cohen, Lleut.-
Colonel A. W. Hyman, Dr. Fanny Reading, Rabbis J.
Danglow, J. L. Gurewicz, H, Sanger, all of Melbourne;
Rabbi D. E. Freedman of Perth, Reverend Z. Mandel-
baum of Ballarat and Nathan Spielvogel, President of
the Ballarat Historical Soclety; Reverend A. Astor of
Auckland, New Zealand and very many others. Rabbl
Falk said that the formation of the Soclety had hlis
wholehearted approval, adding that he was mln'd”ed to
“‘commence proceedings with a ‘Shehehiyanu’”. He
was sure that such a Soclety would greatly strengthen
Australian Jewry, from within. Hirsh Munz, who had
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been the official Historlan of South Australlan Jewry,
offered his experience, advising how Initial tasks
should be approached and warning of dangers to be
avolded.

Three months later, on Monday, November 7, cor-
responding with the 14th day of Heshvan, in the year
5699 of the Hebrew Calendar, the first Business Meet-
ing was held, in Room 6 of the Maccabean Hall in
the Jewish War Memorial. Percy J. Marks occupied
the chair and among others present were Mr. K. R.
Cramp, President of the Royal Australlan Historical
Society and Mrs. Cramp and David Bolot, who was
to become the Society’'s Honorary Auditor, an office
he still holds today, after 40 years of unbroken ser-
vice and support. At the meeting, the rules of the
Society, drawn up by a Provisional Committee, were
passed and approved as a constitution for the govern-
ing of the Society. These rules were published for the
first time in Society's Journal, Volume 1 Part 4 in
1940. The first office-bearers were elected: Percy J.
Marks, President; Rabbl Lelb A, Falk, Vice-President;
Arthur 'D. Robb, Honorary Treasurer; Sydney B. Glass,
Honorary Secretary; Committee members: Mrs. W,
Lawrence Cohen, Messrs. H. Munz, Herbert |. Wolff,
Victor Cohen and David J. Benjamin. It was noted
that the first Executive and Committee were all close-
ly associated with the Great Synagogue: an early
pointer to the strong ties which were to develop
between the two organisations.

Mr. Cramp spoke to the meeting of the Soclety's
maln objectives, likening them to those of the Royal
Australian Historical Society, *‘except of course that
its work will be restricted to the field of Jewish en-
deavour”. He observed that this strong similarity was
not so surprising since sQ many present”were long-
standing and active members of the “Royal”. He hoped
that the new Society would progress and later, be-
come an affiliate of the Royal Australian Historical
Society. This Indeed did take place and as a result,
the Jewish Historical Society has learned much from
the Annual Conferences of Affillated Societies and
gained tremendous dividends from the advice and
assistance which Is always at its disposal, as well
as recelving from time to time grants to assist with
special projects.

The next speaker was Mr. John Goulston. “The
formation of this Jewish Historical Soclety Is some-
thing which has long been very close to the heart of
its chairman,” he sald. He congratulated those who
had worked to establish the Soclety and wished It
every success, adding, ‘A beginning takes more than
half the required effort.”

After the formal business of the evening, Hirsh
Munz read a short paper, “The Montefiores as Austra-
lian Ploneers”.

The Soclety gained Immediate momentum and pro-
gressed. Its executive and committee pooled a variety
of skills — thelr efforts motivated by respect and
goodwill and the common desire to research, record
and preserve the contributions made by their fellow
Jews In this part of the world. By the end of the
financlal year 1939, the Soclety’s membership stood
at 111 and Included members from most States of
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and Apla In
Western Samoa. The annual subscription was 10/- per
annum, commencing from the first day of January in
each.

The first Journal, published in 1939, bore the text,
“There Is nothing more essentlal to the moral well-
being of a people than the historic spirit, for it stands
in the same relation to a community as personal re-
pute does to an individual”. The Soclety's motto, in
the English translation, “Remember the days of old”,
was Incorporated Into the emblem featured, since the
second issue of the Journal, on the front cover.
Scholarly papers came In for presentation before

general meetings, later to be published In the Journal,
usually extended because of discussion generated
after the reading. A respectable number of papers
began to accumulate or were embarked upon, with
assistance ‘from the fast-growing store of files and
records coming from far and wide to Increase the
Society’s collection, as well as from the Great Syna-
gogue’s own archives.

The first issue of the Journal and Proceedings con-
tained three fascinating articles by members of the
executive. Sydney B. Glass's “The Jews' Relief (Eng-
lish) Act, 1858 and Australian Reaction to Same”,
had been read before the Soclety on April 18 and
it set the standard for future works. It referred to a
letter sent to Baron Lionel de Rothschild in October
1858, congratulating him on being the first Jew elected
as a representative of the citizens of London In the
English House of Commons. At this time, the paper
noted, Australian Jews had already enjoyed for some
years “the fullest civil and political rights'. Another
paper was entitled ““A Hebrew Travel Book'', the
translation by Rabbl Falk of a personal diary record-
ing the journey of Rabbi Jacob Saphir from Jerusalem
to Australia and New Zealand in the early 1860s, as
an emissary. The Journal also contained an item re-
lating to the centenary of the meeting held on Sunday,
September 15, 1839, when Sydney’s early Jewish
community elected ‘““a Building Committee to take
steps to build a Synagogue where its worshippers
might pray and which would accommodate with com-
fort and with ease, a congregation at the least of
500 persons at their daily service'.

In June 1941, Percy J. Marks, Founder and Founda-
tion President of the Soclety, died. Colonel A. W.
Hyman was elected to the Presidency the following
September. In 1941, the recently arrived Rabbi Dr.
Israel Porush became assoclated with the Soclety for
the first time, as did Mr. M. H. Kellerman, who had
returned to Sydney from teaching in the country. Both
men were to play signlficant roles In the Society's
growth and administration during the next 35 years.
Also, an innovation was that Mr. Norman L. Mandel-
son of Middlesex, England, was appointed the Soclety's
representative for Great Britain.

Already, the Soclety was attracting the favourable
notice of first-class scholars and historians abroad.
The first United States representative was appointed
in 1943; she was Miss Fanny Goldstein of the City
of Boston Library, in Massachusetts and she held the
status for almost 25 years. In 1945, David W. Faigen
of Auckland become Corresponding Member for New
Zealand; in 1948 and 1948, respectively, Cecil Roth
became Corresponding Member in Great Britain and
Rabbi L. M. Goldman, for Victoria. Rabbi Goldman
had already written and published extensive histories
of the Jews of New Zealand, the Jews of Hobart and
the Jews of Victoria. Cecil Roth, the renowned Eng-
lish Jewish Historian, acted In the capacity of Corre-
sponding Member in Great Britain until 1956. When
he went to live in Israel, he become Corresponding
Member there until his health began to fail. Thus,
the speres of the Society's representation and liaison
were ever widening.

A Victorian Branch was formed, under the chalr-
manship of Sir Archie Michaelis, in 1954. And, over
the years, the Commonwealth-wide extent of the
Society’s proceedings was growing to Include Western
Australia, under the chairmanship of Mr. Harold Boas
and papers recorded Jewish endeavour in all its rami-
fications in Australia, New Zealand and the Islands of
the Pacific. In fact, the activity of the smaller New
Zealand community prompted one member In the
Dominion to request that the Soclety alter its name
to the Jewish Historical Society of Australia and New
Zealand. This suggestion, however, was never put into
effect, but there has always been a strong represen-
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tation of papers dealing with the Jews of New Zea-
land, though their membership has never reached
more than half a dozen. Another suggestion at about
this time was that the Society consider the publi-
cation of an Australian and New Zealand Year Book.
In such a book might be information dealing with the
subjects of our foundation, our activities and our
statistics and some aspects of local Jewish life in
all its rich variety. This idea did not reach practical
reality because of insufficient finance.

On April 18, 1942, Rabbi Porush delivered his first
address on Australian Jewish history. The occasion
was the centenary commemoration of the laying of
the foundation stone of the York Street Synagogue
on April 19, 1842, This paper was also to become the
first of very many prepared and read by Rabbi Porush
and ultimately published Iin the Society’s Journal.
These were to include “The Story of State Ald to
Jewish Establishments in New South Wales”; “The
Sydney Ladies’ Hebrew Maternity and Benevolent
Society””; ‘““Reverend Herman Hoelzel — The First
Qualified Jewish Minister In Australia”; “The Chief
Rabbinate and Early Australian Jewry’; “Some Statis-
tical Data on Australian Jewry”’; “Almost an Australian
Chief Rabbi”; “The New South Wales Council of
Christians and Jews 1943-1948""; “The 1971 Census’’;
“The Orthodox Ministry in Conference 1944-1973" and
countless others including book reviews, obituarles
and smaller items.

In 1964, when the Historical Soclety was celebrat-
ing its Sliver Jubilee, Rabbl Porush said, ‘‘Australian
Jewry has in many ways an interesting history, con-
sidering that in all of the Diaspora, this Is the only
community where it Is known and recorded exactly
when Jews arrived In the country — January 26, 1788.
And many fascinating facets have been dug out of
our archives and perpetuated in our Journal. If we
did no more than publish this Journal with the regu-

larity we are proud of — five volumes have already
been printed comprising well over 100 papers and
numberless other literary items — we could say

“dayen”, it has been worihwhile. But, in addition,
we have tried to collect historic documents, have or-
ganised exhibitions and given an Iimpetus to historical
writing outside the Society’s domain”.

With Rabbl Porush’s close involvement with the
Society and so many other key members also con-
nected with the Great Synagogue, it was Inevitable
and logical that the Society should eventually move
its headquarters to the Synagogue’s address, particu-
larly so as the Synagogue had by the 1950s excavated
under the Castlereagh Street area to produce the
Israel Green Auditorium, etc. Over the years, the
Society has had free access to the early Birth, Mar-
rlage and Burial Registers, as well as the assistance

of the Synagogue’s Secretary and office staff, includ-
Ing the use of all its facilities.

The close relationship between the Historical
Society and the Synagogue has abided for over 20
years, a relationship which has abounded with oppor-
tunities fqr shared experiences: the joint sponsoring
of exhibitions and other felicitous celebrations, acquir-
ing together an archival treasure house of early docu-
ments and other historic material going back over
150 years, A partnership has developed which has
bestoyved mutual benefits on these two basic Jewlsh
organisations. The year just completed — 5738 — has
proved the value of this traditional relationship, when
the Austr.alian Jewish community saw the colncidence
of its triple anniversary: the century of the Great
Synagogue, the 150th anniversary of the arrival of
Phllllp_ Joseph Cohen In Australla with credentials to
esta.bllsh‘ a formal community and the Australian
Jewish Historical Soclety’s 40th anniversary.

For the Society, these 40 years of solld work in
recording the history of Australian Jewry have not

only established it firmly as one of the vital Institu-
tions of the community, but, also, it has assisted the
community towards a greater awareness and appre-
ciation of the events, personalities and movements _of
its past. It has acquired the knowledge so essential
for a mature community to plan intelligently and ade-
quately for its future. As the work of the Soclety
gained momentum and progressed, it became directly
responsible for the deepened and quickened interest
in Australian history and its heritage.

It is the repository and custodian of Australian
Jewish history and as such, Is entrusted with an ex-
tensive collection — over 1,000 separate files — of
archives, Including photographs — some taken over
120 years ago, when photography was first introduced
into Australia — family Bibles, Illuminated addresses,
diarles, annual reports, letters, personal records and
family document, genealogical charts, manuscrlpt§ of
historical treatises, newspapers and other publications
to “‘show to the eyes of posterity”.

In 1944, about the same time the Great Synagcgue
was preparing to celebrate the centenary of the con-
gregation, the Historical Society embarked upon the
publication of the second volume of its Journal and
Proceedings. Also, among a lot of old papers in the
basement of the Synagogue was found the “‘Report
of the Committee of the York Street (Sydney) Syna-
gogue, 1845 — 5605". Its discovery stirred the His-
torical Society and In fact, the entire Sydney Jewish
community, as few such discoveries could, From this
17-page Report, which had lay hidden for probably
65 years, Australian Jewry learned the course which
had been set by thelr forefathers — and the names
of those men — 100 years earller.

They were also brought to the realisation that
“there was never any real divergence”’ from that
course. The Report also referred to the vislt In 1830
of a member of the London Beth Din, Rabbi Aaron
Levl. It contained a plcture of the York Street Syna-
gogue, built in 1844, a list of Its first office-bearers,
including the Keeper of the Burlal Ground and a
lengthy account of what was referred to as “the rise
and progress of the Hebrew religlon In this antipodean
Colony” and a short history of what led to ‘the estab-
lishment of our ancient religion In this remote part
of the world, creditable to those of the Hebrew faith
who reside here; and although they lament that cere-
monies and rites cannot be so strictly complied with
as in the Mother Country, they, nevertheless, con-
gratulate their brethren of the faith, on the rapid
strides they are dally making towards the consum-
mation of that desired “event, consistently with the
liberality of the age in which we live.

As a commemorative gesture of the opening of the
York Street Synagogue on April 2nd, 1844, the His-
torical Soclety republished the York Street Report and
issued copies of It to all thelr members. Also, as part
of those celebrations, Rabbl Porush wrote a compre-
hensive survey of the early history of the men who
had founded the York Street Synagogue, which he
read before a large audience, Including the Premier
and the Lord Mayor, at the civic function held In the
Paddington Town Hall.

In the years 1959, 1960 and 1961, the Soclety sus-
tained a series of severe losses. First, in September
1959, Sydney B. Glass, Honorary Secretary for over
20 years, since the Society’s Inception, dled. In April
1960, Rabbi L. M. Goldman died, at the early age of
52 years. Then, In October of the following year,
David Benjamin died on his 46th birthday. These
losses to the Society’s personnel seemed almost irre-
placeable. However, there were men of scholarship and
goodwill, men deeply devoted to the cause of Austra-
lian Jewish history, who were inspired by those who
had gone before. Mr. M. H. Kellerman took over the
position of Editor of Publications — which office he
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neld with distinction for 13 years — and Mr. M. Z.
Forbes became Honorary Secretary. These two men
worked the harder because, it seemed, of the iIn-
spiration of their predecessors; almost as if they felt
impelled to try to complete their work, as well as to
continue with their own.

Besides the growing administrative duties of the
Soclety and the larger Journal content, both Forbes
and Kellerman found time, still, to research and write
important historical papers. Between 1949 and 1978,
Mr. Kellerman researched and wrote more than a dozen
massive papers dealing with, in the main, Education,
Literary Movements and men and women of letters,
as well as a comprehensive history of the New South
Wales Board of Jewish Education, besides which, he
wrote many book reviews and other articles, whilst
continuing the work of redaction of most of the papers
which came to the Soclety.

By the mid-1960s, the Society’'s work and the re-
sults of painstaking research of its historians, was
becoming more widely acknowledged and its Execu-
tive and Committee of eight enthusiastic and dedicated
men and women were receiving the encouragement
and support not only of the Jewish community, but
also of a number of non-Jewish scholars and In-
stitutions. In this atmosphere It flourished and Its
activities expanded to includes, besides the publication
of the Journal and its general meetings, the pre-
paration of exhibitions, particlpation In the preser-
vation of Jewish headstones In early ploneer com-
munities, the gathering and preservation of early
newspapers, magazines and archival material for use
by Its scholars and researchers, Interviewing and re-
cording the reminiscences of people who had lived
through the pioneering era or whose parents had
handed on to them accounts of those days and
generally fostering research and community historlical
awareness of the Jewish contribution to the Austra-
lasian soclety.

In more recent years, steps have been taken to
encourage the study of Australian Jewish history
among the younger generation. One of the Inner
strengths of the Soclety is undoubtedly its capacity
to attract, in the main, serlous and responsible
scholars whose raison d’etre is to further the causes
of Jewish history. The Soclety’s membership in the
mid-1940s was something over 200, Today, it ap-
proaches 550, with members in 12 countries; and it
includes an impressive list of distinguished Individuals
and institutional or corporate subscribers; it sheds
lustre on the entire Australian Jewlsh community.

In December 1950, the Soclety, together with the
9reat Synagogue, mounted an exhibition entitled
Some Treasures of the Great Synagogue”, in the
Einfeld Lounge of thg New South Wales Jewish War
Memorial. At the officlal opening of the exhibition,
Rabbl' Porush explained the religlous signlificance of
:’r}tsaplmual dartlct:]lfe?l which formed a large part of the

ay and which were being exhibi i
vt o olly g exhlbited to the public

That exhibition was but the first of many, over the
years, to be jointly sponsored by the Historical Society
and the Synagogue. One of the most memorable and
spectacular was the ‘“Jewish Heritage in Australia”
exhlblftlon, part of the Jewish contribution to the
Captain Cook Bi-Centenary Celebrations in 1970. It
was held from May 3 to 13, in the Great Synagogue
War hgengorla:], Oasﬂereagh Street Sydney ‘and was
opene y the Lieutenant-Governor "of
Wales, Sir Kenneth Street. e

During the year, 1978, the Soclety was a particl-
pant in four exhibitions. The “Histoz of Rellglo;mﬂcl'n
Australia’” exhibition, held at the Pitt Street Unlting
Church, featured the history and development of seven
major denominations over the past 150 years. Each
mounted a display, showing in sequence the progress
over the years. It attracted about 10,000 visitors dur-

ing the week from January 16. During May and June,
at the Israel Green Auditorium and the Lounge of the
Great Synagogue, over 14,000 viewers saw ‘‘Israel —
The Living Bible”, which was a prodigious success,
marking Israel’s 30th anniversary, the Great Synago-
gue’'s centenary and 150 years of organised Jewish
worship in Australia, as well as the Historical Society's
40th anniversary.

Also, as part of the Great Synagogue Centenary
celebrations, the Historical Society had strong repre-
sentation in the exhibition of the contributions of Jews
in Australia to literature and the arts, held at the
Dixson Galleries of the Mitchell Library. These are
some of the exhibitions with which the Australian
Jewish Historical Society has been involved.

In 1946, the Society invited the Right Honourable
Sir Isaac A, Isaacs to become its first Patron and he
consented. The following year, the Right Honourable
Sir Michael Myers of New Zealand, became a co-
Patron. Since then, the Society’s Patrons have In-
cluded Sir Samuel S. Cohen, Sir Bernard Sugerman,
Sir Archie Michaelis and when Rabbi Porush retired
from the Presidency, after holding that office for a
record 30 years, he was Invited to become a Patron.
With Rabbi Porush’s retirement, in 1975, Mr. M. Z.
Forbes, then a co-Vice-President and one who had
actively assoclated with the Society for over 30 years,
was elected to take over the office. Since Mr. Keller-
man retired as Editor of Publications Iin 1974, Mr.
Forbes had stepped Into that position; so, it meant
he was to combine the office of President — the
Socliety's fifth — with that of Editor.

He brought to the dual office an astute but imagi-
native approach which Is helping the Society to dis-
cover its potential. During the first three years of hls
Presidency, the Soclety has embarked upon a number
of important projects, besides having obtained exemp-
tion from Sales Tax and Stamp Duty and become
eligible for Tax Deductibility of donations for Library
Purposes. Also, the Society, in 1978, became a bene-
ficiary of the Joint Jewish Communal Appeal. It was
at the Instigation of Mr. Forbes that projects like
John Levi's “The Forefathers, A Dictionary of Bio-
graphey ‘of the Jews of Australla, 1788-1830" and
Bergman and Levi's ‘“Australian Genesis’, received
substantial grants from the Memorial Foundation for
Jewish Culture in New York, the Cultural Grants Ad-
visory Council, as well as from the Australian Litera-
ture Board.

The present Executive and Committee under the
chairmanship of Mr. Forbes is as follows: Vice-
Presidents, Dr. G. F. J. Bergman and Rabbi Dr. A.
Fablan; Honorary Treasurer, Mrs. Phoebe Davls;
Honorary Archivist, Helen Bersten; Committee Rabbi
Raymond Apple, Sophle Caplan, Gerald Falk, Nancy
Keesing, Terry Newman, Mark Pritchard, Suzanne Rut-
land, Dr J. Schneewelss and Mr. Solomon Stedman.
Honorary Secretary, since 1967, Is Louise Rosenberg.
For almost eight years, Mrs, Rosenberg held dual
office as Secretary/Treasurer. She Is also on the
Editorial Committee, helping with the publication of
the Journal. (Other members of Mr. Forbes' Editorial
Committee are Dr. Bergman and Nancy Keesing.)

Undoubtedly, the senior historian of the Society
for the past 20 years Is Dr. George Bergman, who
has, besides giving frequent lectures on Australian
Jewish history to other societies and groups, prepar-
ing the indices every four or flve years and sorting
and cataloguing the archives, has researched and
published over 50 articles based on original sources;
he has written many book reviews and articles for
other publications. Some of Dr. Bergman's more Im-
portant papers include “Edward Davis — Life and
Death of an Australian Bushranger”; “John Harrls,
The First Australlan Policeman”, ‘“James Larra, The
Commercial Nabob of Parramatta’’; “Australian Jewry,
1928"; “Melbourne Jewry and The Polish Revolution
of 1860-1863"; “Two Jewish Convicts, Joseph Samuel
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and Isaac Simmons’’; ‘‘Australia and the Evian Con-
ference’’. These are just a very few of Dr. Bergman'’s
often spectacular stories.

Other historians who closely follow Dr. Bergman's
assiduous and prolific work in the field of Australian
Jewish historical research, are Mr. Kellerman, Rabbi
Porush and Mr. Forbes.

A number of the Society’s historians have been
contributors to the 1972 Encyclopaedia Judaica, the
Australian Dictionary of Biography and other inter-
national works of high scholarship. Dr. Bergman in
July 1976, compiled a 12-page history of Australian
Jewry for Sydney’s ‘“‘Bulletin”, as part of that publi-
cation’s series, Australian Family, In 1970, the Austra-
lian Jewish Times sponsored the history of “The

Hebrew Standard”, to mark the 75th anniversary of
the establishment of the newspaper and the work,
under the title, “Seventy-Five Years’, was written by
Suzanne Rutland and copies sent to all members of
the Society.

Today, as It enters its fifth decade, the Australian
Jewish Historical Society has published seven and a
half volumes of its Journal and Proceedings; and this
proud record reads as a happy augury for the future
of the Society and as a guarantee that the woik it
has set its hand will endure. As Dr. Cyrus Adler ob-
served in 1917, when he was President of the Ameri-
can Historical Soclety, “No body of people can ever
have a secure future or a self-respecting present, who
do not understand and reverence their own past”.

Halachah and the HBIocausf

BY RABBI DR. I. PORUSH*

~ “Were all the heavens parchment and all the oceans
ink” one could not record the whole ghastly story of
Jewish suffering in the years of the Holocaust, a
tragedy which in dimension and depravity has no
parallel in the annals of mankind. Few were left to
tell the tale of torture and pain perpetrated by the
beasts in human form in the heart of Europe, and even
less is told of the quiet fortitude, supreme devotion
and defiance of danger shown by the doomed in the
qeath camps, the fighters in the ghettos, and the par-
tisans in the forests. The self-preserving urge to forget
the nightmare inhibited most of the survivors to talk,
let alone to write, about the unspeakable and the
indescribable, and what has been made known is too
Immense to be fully grasped.

Nonetheless, an extensive Holocaust literature in
many languages has emerged in the last three decades
which, on the one hand, reveals as a warning to
futhg generations the depth of evil into which “civil-
ised” nations could plunge, and, on the other hand,
gerpetuates the story of super-human heroism shown

y the martyrs in the face of death and hopelessness.

In that literature one may find a less-known section
whlqh deals with halachic Teshuvot, Responsa on
Jewish Law, which the rabbinic scholars of that gener-
ation have produced as a direct result of the cruel
decrees the Nazis issued against the Jews, creating
s%ecmc problems for the observant. Long before the
’%ettos and the death camps were established, the
daz_l government enacted gradually “special laws”
tlszlglned to destroy Jewish life, individual and collec-
e r: order to undermine the morale of the prospec-
: tvct:ms, for Hitler was not only determined to

estroy the Jews physically, he also hated the Jewlish
(S:Fe)ll'tlt \;vhnch had sustained the Jewish people for many
whr; uries and had, moreover, given the world ideals
;:\h were Incompatible with Nazi ideology.
s Sgbgo almost from the start of the Nazl regime
s ;sswe;re confronted with an ever Increasing
e 31;’”0” he’elot, religious questions, which reflected
e L ctions imposed on the Jewish Communities
S n observant individuals, who in splte of the
o Ig'geendcy were -steadf;gt in their loyalty to Halachah
tar ady for any sacrifice in order to uphold it. For
Neti ce, one of thq first anti-Jewish edicts of the
by = twag, the prohibition of Shechitah, which was
anlmalobfe carried out by electrically stunning the
AL eforehand, a condition designed to give the

a Numanitarian flavour in the eyes of the nations.

Rabbi Porush served as Rabbi to the Great Synagogue. Sydney,

from 1940 to 1972 and i i
3 and is a - i
Joewis [storical o i past-president of the Australian

(How ironical that a regime which mercilessly
slaughtered millions of men, women and children
should show particular mercy to animals). This decree
presented the Rabbis with a mighty problem. Normally
such stunning is unequivocaily forbidden in Halachzh
for very sound reasons — one can here only hint at
them — relating to the damage stunning is likely to
do to vital organs of the animal rendering it trefa, and
relating to the free flow of blood, which is forbidden
in the Torah.

The She’elah was presented to Rabbi Dr. J. J.
Weinberg, the foremost halachic authority, “possek’’,
in Germany. Rabbi Weinberg was the Principal of the
Hildesheimer Rabbinical Seminary in Berlin, where he
was my Talmud teacher for five years — a brilliant
mind, a wise master and an erudite expounder both
of Jewish Law and of Jewish thought. He was steeped
in rabbinic knowledge, himself a graduate of the great
Slobodka Yeshivah In Lithuania, where he also served
as Rabbi before coming to Berlin to acquire a uni-
versity education in secular sclences. He represented
the ideology of “Torah-in-derech-eretz” at its best, l.e.
he followed a philosophy of life in which Torah and
religious observance synthesised harmoniously Wwith
worldly education. Rabbi Weinberg was a genius in
teaching the intricacies of Talmudic literature, but his
strength lay equally in Halachah, in the practical
decisions in Jewish Law. He composed hundreds of
Teshuvot, Responsa to questions addressed to him
from Germany and beyond, but when in 1938 he was
deported to Poland he was not permitted to take with
him any of his manuscripts. Most of his Responsa
were destroyed by the Nazis and only one bundle
was preserved by his disciple Rabbl Dr. E. Berkovits.
Rabbi Welinberg passed through ‘the seven fires of
hell” in the Warsaw ghetto, where he was elected
chairman of the Assoclation of Rabbis, and In the
concentration camps, but by a miracle he survived
and lived after the War In Switzerland. He then dedi-
cated many years to reconstructing and publishing
the numberless Teshuvot he had given, many of which
related to the religious problems which had arisen
from Jewish suffering under the Nazis. Appropriately
he called his work in four volumes ‘“‘Seridei Esh”, the
“‘Remnants of Fire".

The She’elah referred to above about the stunning
of animals before Shechitah was of deepest concern
to all Jewish communities, for a lenient decision in
Germany could be quoted as a precedent and a
pretext for similar legislation In other more latently
anti-semitic lands. On the other hand, there was an
emergency affecting the health of a large community,
particularly the old and the sick. An -element of
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“pikuach nefesh’”, danger to life and health, was in-
volved. Rabbi Weinberg prepared an extensive dis-
sertation on this question and was inclined to give
a temporary ‘“hetter’”, permission, albeit valid only
during the current emergency in Germany. But the
matter being of far-reaching consequence he decided
to submit his opinion personally to some of the
greatest Rabbis in Poland, including the saintly Rabbi
Chaim Ozer Grodzinski who was universally acknow-
ledged as the ‘“Geon Hador”, the supreme scholar of
the generation. One can imagine how a Rabbi of this
calibre wrestled heart-rendingly with this problem,
but he and other scholars consulted felt compelled to
withhold their sanction because they feared that a
lenient ruling would open the gates to similar demands
and orders in other places. Rabbi Weinberg and the
orthodox Rabbinate in general submitted to this de-
cision, and Rabbi Weinberg refrained from publishing
at that time his lenient Teshuvah lest it should be read
by our enemies. A parallel She’elah concerning a Nazi
law relating to the Killing of poultry was solved leni-
ently within the framework of Halachah.

One of the big religious (though not halachic in
the narrow sense) problems Rabbi Weinberg and his
colleagues heart-searchingly faced related to the future
of the Hildesheimer Rabbinical Seminary. This wonder-
ful institution which produced Rabbis and scholars
for communities all over the world (at least four Aus-
tralian Rabbis graduated there) was closed down by
the Nazis in 1938, and its unique library of some
30,000 volumes was destroyed. One of the students at
the risk of his life broke into the sealed library and
removed a few of the most valuable books, After the
War the student asked a She’elah as to the ownership
of these books and was advised by Rabbi Weinberg
to submit to the decision of the surviving teachers
of the Seminary. Rabbi Weinberg could see the writing
on the wall early in the day and conceived the idea
of transferring the whole Seminary to Eretz Israel to
become there a modern orthodox training centre for
Rabbis for the Diaspora. Rabbl Weinberg consulted,
as it beseems a responsible Rabbl, the foremost
religious leaders of the Fishuv. They vehemently op-
posed the scheme for fear that a “modern’” Seminary
which was appropriate and beneficlal for Western
Orthodoxy, especlally to counteract Reform Judaism,
would endanger the established Yeshivot in Eretz Israel
and undermine the way of life of the religious Yishuv.
The plan was not proceeded with and a wonderful
cent_re of learning which in the view of many was
particularly needed In the developing community of
Eretz Israel, was lost for all time.

Rabbi Weinberg was inundated with She’elot from
orthodox Jews and communities who sought guidance
in the deteriorating economic conditions which made It
‘almo.st Jimpossible for a Jew to make a living. His
‘Seridei Esh” contains many questions relating to the
observance of Shabbat, the sale of forbidden foods,
partnerships with non-Jews, the observance of certain
rituals, and so forth. Life was particularly cruel in the
smaller communities scattered all over the provinces,
and one by one these communities dwindled and dis-
appeared, and serious religlous questions arose from
this situation, such as the sale of synagogues and
schools, the disposal of Siphre Torah and sacred
appurtenances, the holding of Services without a
Minyan, and many others.

But even in the big cities the restrictions became
more and more severe. In one of the Teshuvot Rabbi
Weinberg deals, for example, with the problem of
using the Synagogue for non-religious purposes. The
Nazis had forbidden Jews to hold meetings in public
places except the synagogue, and since the need for
social contact was even greater than In normal con-
ditions, the questlon was whether the synagogue
may be used for concerts, lectures and debates. Rabbi
Weinberg granted such permission for religious con-

certs and serious lectures provided the traditional
separation of the sexes and the dignity of the syna-
gogue were strictly observed.

An interesting She’elah arose in the 1930s: Are
Jews permitted to emigrate and settle in Spain? It
was assumed — there is apparently no clear evidence
to this effect — that when the Jews were expelled
from Spain in 1492 a ‘“Herem”, an edict of excom-
munication, was issued by the Rabbinate forbidding
Jews ever to settle again in Spain. Not too many lands
opened their gates to German refugees, and Spain,
unofficially, admitted a number of Jews. The Rabbis
did not hesitate to grant such permission after more
than four centuries, especially for refugees from
persecution,

One of the favourable ‘“‘sports” of the Nazis was
already in the early days the desecration of Memorial
Stones in Jewish cemeteries especially in the smaller
townships. In addition, the cemeteries in the dwindling
communities could no longer be maintained in dignity
and the relatives in many cases decided to remove
the remains of the buried to safer cemeteries. Gener-
ally Jewish Law does not permit exhumation but in
these cases Rabbi Weinberg permitted their transfer
and instructed the inquirers in his Teshuvah as to the
procedure to be adopted. In the early years of the
Nazl regime the authorities sometimes sent the ashes
of cremated victims to the families concerned. The
question was, could the ashes be buried in the tra-
ditional manner in the consecrated Jewish cemetery?
Rabbi Weinberg ruled that such burials are permitted
and delivered instructions regarding the rites to be
observed, such as the placing of Tallith and shrouds
in the coffin.

More poignant and more heart-rending were the
She’elot which arose in the ghettos and the death
camps under indescribable conditions, casting glorious
light on the tenacity and fervency with which number-
less pious Jews strove in the face of certain death
to uphold Torah and Mitzvot. There were many who
refused to eat trefa even when nothing else was
available; there were many who never missed to read
their daily prayers; there were many who endangered
their lives to perform a Mitzvah; and there were many
who died cruelly whilst helping others in pain. The
silent heroism of the simple religious Jew who re-
tained his faith in God and his loyalty to Judaism is
no less significant than the active bravery of the
fighters. They were all Kedoshim, martyrs. Rabbi Z.
H. Meisels relates In his book of Responsa a most
moving episode of his experience In Auschwitz on
Rosh Hashanah 1944. The Nazi commander decreed
that only those Jewish boys should be kept alive who
were big enough and strong enough to work. The
others were to be sent to the crematorium. 1600 boys
were paraded and those who were below a certain
height were set aside for the gas chambers the next
night. The “kapos” could be bribed by relatives to
release here and there a boy, but as the number of
the condemned was recorded by the Nazis the “kapos”
were forced to replace the released boys with other
boys. Rabbi Meisels was confronted by a pious Jew
with the frightening She’elah: Was he permitted to
save his only son when he knew for certain that this
would lead to the death of another Jewish boy? Rabbi
Meisels felt he could not give a halachic ruling on
the grave matter of life and death which, he said, was
traditionally the domain of the Sanhedrin. The urging
of the father for a ruling was of no avail, the Rabbi
refused to say yes or no. The father concluded that
as he was not given a “hetter”, permission, he was
not allowed to proceed with the rescue of his son.
The father who never faltered in his faith felt that like
Abraham he sacrificed his son al kiddush Hashem,
in the sanctification of the Will of God.

The greatest flood of She’elot emerged In the after-
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math of the Holocaust in relation to the problem of
lgun, i.e. of persons whose spouses had disappeared
and could not be traced. Thousands of the survivors,
married men and women, were unable to produce
clear evidence of the death of their spouses, a re-
quisite for obtaining permission to re-marry in Jewish
Law. The case of a man wishing to re-marry is hala-
chically less severe since no Biblical prohibition is
involved, but the law is stricter in the case of a woman.
But already in the Talmud the normal rules of proof
were relented in the case of an Agunah and many
lenient rulings were devised and incorporated in the
Codes and its commentaries. Unfortunately, through-
out our sad history the problem of Igun was kept alive
as a result of the persecutions suffered in many lands,
and a vast literature in She’elot and Teshuvot has
been produced over the centuries from which the
Rabbis of our generation could draw guidance. A
special central authority was set up in Jerusalem
under the leadership of Chief Rabbi Herzog to deal
with the She’elot of Igun from many lands. And this

authority laboured hard to save Jewish women from
the terrible fate of Igun, and virtually all cases were
satisfactorily solved.

Equally serious were the numberless problems
which arose in the post-war years relating to Jews
who in the deranged conditions of the War married
non-Jewish women, who had often saved their lives,
and to the status of their children. Often problems
arose for the many Jews who In the absence of Rabbis
in the desolate communities married civilly, sometimes
in disregard of inherent halachic questions. The Batei
Din in Australia had to deal with many of these cases
during the post-War immigration period.

One could multiply the examples mentioned above,
but space is limited. The most extensive collection
of Holocaust Teshuvot Is contained in _the“4-volume
work of Rabbi Ephraim Oshry under the title Tg'shuvot
Mima’a makim”, ‘“Responsa Out of the Depths”. This
work, and others, are a noble monument to the un-
dying spirit of Israel and a tribute to those who died
Al Kiddush Hashem,

Elie Wiesel: The Right to Question

On the Representation of the Holocaust in his Book, “Night”.

By Professor Moshe Pelli

Elie Wiesel Is the greatest questioner in the litera-
ture of the Holocaust.

It is evident that he has not been the first, or
among the first authors who undertook to describe
the Holocaust experience through the art of literature,
There were many before him who did so. However,
it has been Wiesel's writings that aroused the con-
science of the enlightened world anew and demands
an honest confrontation with the Holocaust pheno-
menon some 20 years after the end of World War |I.

The time will come when the literary phenomenon
called Elie Wiesel will demand the attention both of
scholars becau_se of his influence on his readers
ar;‘d on the reading public in general and of the writers
v}: O are preoccupied with the representation of the

olocaust through literature. My present aim Is to
make several observations of Wiesel's art as evi-
denced in his semi-autobiographical story, “Night”.
i IAs the great questioner in the literature of the
kig;caust, Wiesel poses potent questions against man-
s ?\ZgrtG%?' questions that are ‘a‘\ddre'?sed at the
i every one of us: “Why? For what
i ;/glc?l?lel S art in this book is evident in the fact that
ot on to the literary representation of the Holo-
i experle_nce, he has succeeded also to relate the
magk'e d8|gnlf|cance of the Holocaust to the history of
sk l;n and to the history of the Jewlish people.
A /r\)l € several weaknesses ‘that some critics such as
m.ansr\:larez r)ave'found in his style and in his crafts-
anchorp& Wnesels_§uccess as a Holocaust writer is
arounde hIn his ability to weave the fabric of the story
e o the central existential themes that reach to
themeeryl depth Of.tHe Holocaust phenomenon. These
v iS €ave an ineradicable impact on the reader
Shly pisg?br?epijlaevd to experience the Holocaust In the
— as an ‘

Qlisation i outside observer.

theV‘Qesels literary presentation sets the question as
asic structure of his book “Night”, The critics
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Irving Halpern and Lawrence anger‘ recognise the
existence of the question In Wiesel's wrltings, but
neither stresses its centrallty.

The characterisation of Moshe the Beadle at the
beginning of the story puts emphas}s on the ve?ry
centrality of the question In the reality of the .Hodo-
caust as conceptualised by the narrator. Moshe is de-
picted as one who elevates the question to an e)glster:\-
tial sphere of reference. Moshe, @ man of God |p‘N} e
story, teaches Eliezer, the story's hero, that ?(n
raises himself towards God by the questions he asks
Him" (“Night" p.14 — Fontana editlon). According tg
this relationship between man and God, man asks an
God answers in turn. However, man does not under-
stand God's answer. ‘“You will find the true answers,
Eliezer, only within yourself” (p.15). Thus one may
find in it a well-planned, artistic scaffold in prepara-
tion for the great questions of Wlesg,lr the author and
Eliezer, his autobiographical protagonist.

The narrator’s point of view is constructed around
the question markp that keeps recurring throughout,
setting the dominant tone of the story. The question
is asked from various points of view. Sometimes the
narrator asserts the questions as an echo of the ques-
tions that were apparently asked by Jews before the
Holocaust: “Was he (Hitler) going to wipe out a whole
people?”’ (p:18). Several questions reflect the retro-
spection of the author who finds himself already be-
yond the experience of the Holocaust and its horrible
outcome and tries to return to Its very experience,
but is unable to throw off the knowledge of Its after-
math,

The narrator is, then, an omniscient story-teller
who utilises the tone of irony and while doing so,

implies — as other authors have done — that the
Jews did not recognise the pre-Holocaust slgn§ —_
the writing on the wall — or Interpreted them naively.

Out of this Is created an added dimension In the
narrator's technique of point of view. It glves the
reader to understand that he should pay attention to
present day signs; In this way, the relgvance of the
Holocaust is made meaningful to the “contemporary
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man in general and to the Jew In particular, The
questions are directed at the reader and demand
meaningful contemporary answers. This Is how Wiesel
moulds the internal message of his story—in a manner
that permeates unwittingly into the reader.

The narrator’'s technique of retrospection is high-
ly complex. He is not only relating the past by way
of a condensed summary or through scenes and dia-
logues. The narrator shifts from narrative of events in
progress to evaluation which Is a retrospective assess-
ment and hindsight based on personal experience that
is long past. Thus the narrator says: ‘“Yes, we even
?oubted that he (Hitler) wanted to exterminate us"
p.18).

The narrator of “Night” does not try to impart to
the reader any sense of progress in time. On the con-
trary, the laws of time are shattered by the presen-
tation of the Holocaust reality through information
acquired only after the war (for example, about the
police inspector, the father's friend, who knocked on
the boarded windows in order to save them, though
the family did not know who it was at the time —
p.25). In this manner, the author creates not only ten-
slon but also a sense of irony that emerges out of
knowing future events In advance. The reader is re-
quired to reach conclusions and is made to engage
In the thinking process of “If only we had known,
then . . .", “If only we had done this, then . . .”, or
“If not for ..., then...."”

Occaslonally, the narrator appears In the guise of
an historian and in his departures from the narrative
style — a frequently — used method — he sum-
marises by saying, "The verdict has already been
pronounced” (p.20). However, his objective Is not to
place himself in the role of historian-assessor but
to create the Ironical sensation as exemplified by his
(sra‘te;nent: ‘yet the Jews of Sighet continued to smile’
p.20).

As has been pointed out previously, the narrator
addresses himself to the question itself. At times,
there ‘are questions that are rhetorical, presented
occasionally in parentheses; thus they function as edi-
torlal comments, permeated with the knowledge of
experience and hindsight. Their purpose is supple-
mentary to the very depiction of experience, for they
are intended to express a position with regard to
values or existential themes on the meaning of the
Holocaust. Indeed these rhetorical questions are very
important to an understanding of Wiesel's literary art.

When he tells about the decree to wear the yellow
badge which identifies the bearer as Jewish, the author
quotes his father, “The yellow star? Oh well, what of
lrtn? Ytofu“gon'( dleeglf 1It.I b .(p.21). The author's com-

ent follows immediately in parenthesis: (* !
Of what then did you diey?)" £ Sl

The word Father is used with a capital F; and
his comment about his father's death may then have
an ambiguous meaning and refer not only to his
natural father but also, or rather, to his Father In
Heaven. This degree of sophistication gains support in
the progress of the story where the death of God is
depicted as the central symbol of the Holocaust ex-
perience.

The narrator endeavours to introduce the tone of
the question in several ways, For example, he em-
ploys the method of the continuous questions. Eliezer

asks questions In a direct way; the adult narrator

continues to ask In the same manner. The adult-
narrator's tone is that of the inquisitive boy but with-
out the quotation marks: * ‘When Is our turn coming?’,
| asked my father.” After his father's reply, the narrator
continues: “Where were the people being taken to?
Didn’t anyone know yet? No, the secret was well kept.”
(p.29). This interlacing creates tension between the
narrative of the story and the assessment, between a
vanished past and a continuing present, yet also
shapes the Iimage of the story-teller himself who is

immersed in a firm and enduring tension between
his image as a child going through the experience
of the Holocaust and his image as an adult who
appraises that experience after its occurrence.

Due to this dichotomy, the representation of the
protagonist boy at times appears deficient and is
occasionally not convincing in its authenticity (see for
example, on p.44, the boy’s questioning of the world’s
silence in the face of the atrocities — this can only
be the echo of the adult story-teller).

Moshe, the man of God

In spite of the autoblographical foundations of the
story, an artist's hand Is clearly at work in the struc-
ture of and the characterisation Iin the story. The
prologue establishes the figure of Moshe the Beadle
as a symbolic image that sheds its light all over the
work and perhaps over the Holocaust itself as it
gives expression to the nature of the question as an
authoritative religious entity that cannot be disputed.

Moshe’'s figure has been assigned to function in
three spheres. In the sphere of the story's reality,
there Is in his characterisation a premonitory factor,
a foreshadowing. In him is hinted what is bound to
happen in the story proper to the narrator himself.
The Beadle undergoes the process of being trans-
ported by train to the place of extermination. When
he returns, miraculously, he tells of his adventures
and of the atrocities and warns the Jews about what
is going to happen, but they do not heed his warnings.

In the sphere that adheres to the historical reality,
the prologue and Moshe’'s story reflect the naivety of
the Jews who did not recognise the writing on the
wall, even when Moshe explicitly deciphers ‘“Mene,
Mene Tekel Upharsin”. Several other Holocaust writers,
among them Aharon Appelfeld, (“Badenheim 1939"),
make use of similar ironic material. None of the local
Jews listens to Moshe.

The third sphere is metaphysical. Moshe appears
as the End of Days prophet who foretells the end of
the Jews. He prophesises not only the future, but also
the past (what happened to himself) while hinting at
the future. His fate resembles that of other prophets
of retribution whom no-one believed.

The structure and characterisation bestow upon the
autobiographical story a depth and meaning far be-
yond the personal sphere of the story-teller.

The Death of God

The scene that opens the pre-Holocaust period
describes a wholesome Jewish world that is permeated
with total faith. This background description con-
siderably enhances the impact of the Holocaust and
its meaning on the faithful person. It further exempli-
fies, by contrast, the experience embedded In the sub-
sequent loss of faith in the reality of the novel.

It is of utmost significance to discern that the
foundation of the question already exists among be-
lieving Jewry whose mouthpiece, in the story, is Moshe
the Beadle. Within the trust-filled framework of honest
faith, there is an answer to the question. Indeed, this
faithful framework acknowledges that God Is omni-
potent; it is man who Iis Inadequate and therefore
incapable of reaching the level of required under-
standing. Nevertheless, Moshe the Beadle's approach
prepares the ground by focussing the source of the
answer within the self (p.15).

The reality of the Holocaust came and slapped the
recognition of God's omnipotence In the face. The
survivors of the Holocaust asked, as does the author,
“Where is God? Where is He?" (p.77). All the force
of the Holocaust experience on the believing Jew is
contained in the answer 1o this question that Eliezer
— under the guidance of Moshe the Beadle — hears
within himself while he is witness to the dreadful
spectacle of a child’s hanging. This brutal event, that
has already become a symbol in Holocaust literature,
is transformed by Wiesel Into an answer: “And |
heard a voice within me answer him: ‘Where is He?
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Here He is.— He is hanging here on this gallow. . . ."”

77).
® In) this literary representation of the Holocaust ex-
perience by Wiesel, it is possible to recognise Its
unique implications to civilisation and to Judaism.
The issue of the Holocaust — even to the believer —
is not God’s silence, nor His disappearance, but His
death. The cinders of the Holocaust contain the ashes
of God, as it were.

The extraordinary significance of the Holocaust in
relation to Jewish civilisation and tradition is not as
simple as might appear at first glance. The death of
God concept does not solve the modern Jew's problem
of belief. Wiesel himself is aware of this, for his
stance does not deny the existence of God even
after the description of His death. Wiesel's auto-
biographical protagonist is depicted as one who Is
troubled by this problem, “Why should | bless you?"
(p.78). After God's ‘death’, Eliezer is seen to ply (the
dead?) God with a question, “What are You, my
qu?!" (p.78). However, the personal, direct and close
attitude of the narrator toward his God does not In-
dicate at all that the problem of the divine has dis-
appeared with the so-called disappearance of God.
The relationship between the story-teller and God be-
comes understandable when the narrator establishes
the notion of God’ betrayal and appoints himself as
prosecutor and God as the accused.

. These accusations do not come easily to one who
painted the world of his childhood as a world of all-
embracing faith. It appears that God's death is some-
thing more than that; it is the death of mankind, of
humanity in the Holocaust, The reality of the Holocaust
has changed not only the narrator's outlook on the
world but also the essence of his being and all his
links with the world around him, Wiesel, in the words
of his hero, makes the following remarks about the
exlsteptlal condition of man during the Holocaust (and
after it): “I was alone — terribly alone in a world
Without God and without man, without love or mercy.

had ceased to be anything but ashes, yet | felt
myself to be stronger than the Almighty, to Whom my
life had been tied for so long” (p.79).

liezer stands like a stranger amid the congre-
gation that prays to God — his God that has died.
his episode ends with the recitation of the Kaddish,
an act so deeply Jewish that symbolises the death
of all that has been: God, relatives — and man him-
self. Each individual has died there, though to all
appearances he has survived. The scene of the Jews
reciting Kaddish for themselves purposely distorts the
::‘z{:epted. religious practices in order to fulfil the
irtistic aim of representing Holocaust reality by blur-
ring the boundaries between life and death.
. he reager Is required to comprehend the exclusive
Routy 9f L'univers concentra tionnaire” (in David
K sset’s expression) through the distortion of the

fnown, familiar, day-to-da conventional reali H
IS then transferre 4 ¥ Stontia

System where de.
nNorm. This tech
Writers, such as
in English,

glorif?splte the recitation of the Kaddish, that ironically
Bae d;es and sanctifies the great Name of the God who
loghe 'ed, the concept of God reappears In the theo-
b at SYst'em of the narrator. He is not ready to
se% Gogis silence (meaning that God exists after
St eath’ p.80) and finally rebels against Him by
o 9 (a symbol of the desire to live) on Yom Kippur,
Ilteratway that reminds one of other heroes In Hebrew
suchure that have rebelled agalnst God before him
: as Nahman in Felerberg's novel “Whither?").

ot atJIs evident that we have here a representation
resum;?w? atheism. In Wiesel's theological conception
ohae IQ rom the Holocaust experience, God’'s exist-
S not denied; He exists as an entity in negation.

The fundamental idea of the story presents God as
a Being that does not relate to ‘man — tha} does
not respond to him. The major image Jin the
story, of man as the questioner, elevated into an
existential symbol by Moshe's words, is reshaped in
the light of the Holocaust experience: Man asks, but
does not receive any answer from God who exists
as a negative Being. God's definition as a negative
Being is the answer that man hears bursting forth
from the hidden recesses of his soul.

The Agnostic Rabbi

Indeed, the loss of faith leaves its stamp on the
Holocaust experience. However, Wiesel does not talk
only about himself. The narrator intensifies the Idea
of the loss of faith as a central motif in the story of
the rabbi — the symbol of faith and religious authority
— who has lost his falth in God. He, too, asks t[;g
ultimate question of the Holocaust: “Where Is G‘oc'i‘.
and thereby adds force to the very q'uestlon that T??s
hovered over the scene of the boy's hanging. e
rabbi’s authoritative answer is: ‘“How can | bell%v?e':
how could anyone believe, in this merciful Go

.88). ]
{p Tz\e rabbi deviates from the tyadltlonal Jewish
answer given during many generations of persecu-
tions and annihilation: “for we and our ancestors have
sinned”. The rabbl does not even turn to Gt')‘d In pro-
test as other rabbls have done before h!’m: Will Y}gu:
God? restrain Yourself after all this? (Yosefh a
Kohen: “The Valley of Tears”) and he does not ope
for God's salvation as his predecessors have dqnl?.
“and now | beseech Thee, O God, Lord of the Splr\fl Sr
of all that live! Avenge their vengeance (lbld)-“_rr?e
does he justify God as does Shlomo Ibn Virga ('’ ne
Sceptre of Judah, The 63rd Persecution’”) — "a
God is righteous!”

The nglsh response to past Holocausts hag paISS-
ed through a metamorplhoslrs‘. The rabbi's accusing
finger has now turned against heaven.

gAnother variation, gqually touching the heart, of
the loss of faith, its result and its meaning '51(70'}'
veyed through the figure of Akiva Drumer the bel (lave .
The loss of faith causes the believer his own loss,
his own self-destruction. Drumer is described a?ﬂa
man whose destruction of faith has brought on him
his own destruction; he loses any desire to perse\l/ercsa
in the struggle to exist. His spiritual dying bring
about his physical death, echoing In a twisted Waly
the death of Rabbi Akiva, the Tanna who died In
Kiddush Ha-Shem (in the Sanctification of the Name).

Which of these two paradigms best fits the image
of Eliezer? Perhaps both. Like the rabbl, Ellezer too
has ceased to believe, as he was unable to believe
fn Him. Like Drumer, Ellezer is left as a living corpse
without his faith (p.126). But unlike these two charr;
acters, Eliezer has survived atrocities on a scale th%
humanity has never witnessed in all Its history. Accor &
ing to him, he has survived after God has perishe
with the millions of others in the Holocaust. As he
says, "I felt myself to be stronger that the Almighty
(p.80). e Te

This pronouncement can be seen as Wiesel's r|1
trinsic message of the Holocaust experlence'and his
loss of faith. Man has survived despite God’s death,
therefore man is stronger. The author lllustrates thls
message with another description of a conversation
with God (Who, ostensibly, does not exist) which
seems on the face of it to contradict the spirit of the
story. Eliezer is described as delivering a prayer to
God to strengthen him so as not to react like the
son of Rabbi Ellyahu who wanted to get rid of his
father (p.104).

This Inner and outer struggle to sustain the Ilf'e
of his father may be explained as reflecting Ellcla‘zers
desire to preserve his God. The term ‘‘Father”, as

14
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mentioned above, may refer also to his Father in
Heaven (‘‘Poor Father!” p.21). His father has represent-
ed the world of Orthodox Jewry. His ambivalent attitude
to his father’s death (“I had no more tears . . . free
at last!” p.124) may illustrate subconsciously his am-
biguous position relating to his loss of faith.

At the conscious level, Eliezer's prayer expresses
his struggle to preserve a human value in the face
of Holocaust atrocities as a replacement for the lost
religious value. The reality of the extermination camps
prevented any altruism. The existence and survival
of the individual seem to stand above any social con-
siderations. The Head of the Block who speaks as a
representative of that reality advises Eliezer: “Listen
to me, boy. Don’t forget you're In a concentration
camp. Here, every man has to fight for himself and
not think of anyone else. Even of his father. Here,
there are no fathers, no brothers, no friends. Everyone
lives and dies for himself alone.” (p.121-122).

Yet the value of man, the close contact with fellow-

men and the mutual responsibility were values none-

theless preserved within the extermination camps de-
spite the efforts of the oppressors to destroy them.
Man's humanity and the spirit of man survived in the
broken bodies and possibly these very qualities kept
the bodies alive. Father and son withstood all hard-
ships as théy struggled to preserve the dignity of
man in conditions created to achieve the very oppo-
site aim. Despite the destruction of humanity and of
(supposed?) enlightenment in the Holocaust, the fight
to maintain the value of man helped man’s very chance
to survive. (See discussion on this topic in Terrence
des Pres’ “The Survivor” 1976, Chapter 5).

Obviously, it will be difficult for anyone who has
not experienced the Holocaust to state the above
hypothesis with the power and truth found in Wiesel's
book. Wiesel's truth Is presented simply, but with a
horrifying frankness. The writer characterises his pro-
tagonist as one who struggles with himself as to
whether to give a plate of soup to his dying father.
And when he does glve it, he exposes himself merci-
lessly to self-criticism lest he has not passed the test,
as has Rabbi Eliyahu's son (p.118). The father's death
does not bring tears to his eyes, only a feeling of
freedom, incomprehensible to an outsider, saturated
with pain but real, pulsating deeply in his heart: “free
at last!” (p.123).

Translated from the Hebrew by Ami Even-Haim

"My Jerusalem”

BY BEN-AVRAHAM

My Jerusalem, city of gold

Where once the Holy Temple lay,

In all its splendour so stark and bold,
The plous with fervent zeal would pray.
Now there stands a golden dome

To remind us, we may recall

That this too was our home,

Our tears stained the Wall.

There came clouds of darkness
Blowing winds of war,

Spreading her children to the wilderness
Of time, with thunderous roar.

When will it all end?

Who can they turn to, crying

For hope, seeking a friend?

Instead of dying.

This city of Peace, of Love and Kindness,
Will rise again in song,

To curb the world of blindness,
Determine right from wrong.

Take heart, listen and rejolce,

Our destinies to be fulfilled,

For again the world will hear our volce,
And all enmity forever stilled.

WRITING ABOUT
THE RESISTANCE

On Reuben Ainsztein's ‘“‘Jewish Resistance in Nazi-
Occupied Eastern Europe” and Stephen Hawes and
Ralph White’s ““Resistance in Europe 1939-55",

BY ITZCHAK KAHN

Recently, | read a wide-ranging book, a thorough
well-documented study of some 1000 pages dealing
with the character and scope of Jewish resistance
against the enemy in the 2000 years of Jewish Diaspora
history.

Understandably, such a theme covers a large area
and in the framework of a brief article, it is impossible
to encompass the whole work of the author, which is
entitled “The Jew as Fighter in the Last 2000 years”.
I wish only to remark that the book is deep and vast
in its erudition.

For us, most relevant is the author's account of
the last catastrophe, the chapters in which he analyses
the active and passive resistance of the Jews in the
ghettos, of their heroism among the partisans and of
their rebellions in the ghettos and death-camps of
Poland.

Reuben Ainsztein's book is particularly valuable for
its factual documentation and its solid basic grasp of
a mass of material and documents which cover the
whole period of Hitler's “final solution” for the Jews
in Nazi-occupied Europe. Apart from this documenta-
tion, Ainsztein has recorded the testimony of survivors
of Auschwitz and has matched them against the docu-
ments and archives that have remained from the
German camps in the International Research Institute
in Arolson (West Germany).

The author details the creation of the camp at
Auschwitz in 1940. At first a camp for Poles, it became
later a camp also for Jews and for Russian prisoners
who began to arrive in large numbers in September
1941. These inmates were accommodated in the nine
existing blocks in the camp. Even as additional large
groups of Russians were arriving, a new camp was
set up at Birkenau where the gas-chambers were in-
stalled with German precision. It is particularly instruc-
tive to read of the plan by the Jewish and Russian
inmates to stage an uprising in the camp, a plan
which was sabotaged by the Polish prisoners. There-
after, the Sonderkommandos consisted solely of Jews
and Russians. The author indicates that no matter how
strong the might of the German administration may
have been in the camp at that time, it would not have
been able to maintain such effective control had it
not played upon the antagonisms between the various
ethnic groups. The greater the antagonisms, the easier
it was to control the camps. In this, the governing
authorities exploited the well-proven principle of
“Divide and rule”. The Germans particularly exploited
the anti-Semitism of the Poles in their murderous
plans. Indeed, one may say that a ““gentleman’s agree-
ment” existed between the Germans and the Poles in
the camp, their common hostility turned particularly
sharply against the Jews. Ainsztein writes: “The most
contaminated by this disease (anti-Semitism) were the
Poles. This had an enormous significance, indeed of
the first order, in the history of the resistance move-
ment.”

For Jews stemming from Poland, this Polish anti-
Semitism is nothing new. Anti-Semitism among the
Poles had been deep-seated for long generations and
flowed through diverse channels which poisoned the
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atmosphere already well before Hitler occupied Poland.
True, there were gradations and differences between
the *‘cultural” and the ‘“hooligan’” anti-Semitism in the
overt demonstrations of Jew-hatred. But at the time of
the German occupation, these converged to cause a
near-total annihilation of Jews who were in hiding on
the “Aryan” side. This is a tragic chapter in the
destruction of the Jews,.

Reuben Ainsztein devotes an important chapter to
the spirit and scope of the Warsaw ghetto uprising. In
the 130 pages of the account, the author analyses the
uprising and its background, and illustrates the super-
human efforts involved in such tragic conditions to
oppose the enemy and carry through the first and
most heroic rebellion in Nazi-occupied Europe. The
author rightly stresses the stimulus this uprising gave
to other uprisings in different parts of Poland and
outside its borders. This chapter has a special im-
portance, for the work is written also for the non-
Jew;gh reader who is not familiar, or insufficiently
familiar, with the heroism of Polish Jews which was
demonstrated not only in isolated clashes but also in
the day-to-day struggles against the murderous enemy
who sought, ‘through persecution, hunger and epide-
mics to annihilate the Jews of Poland and of the
other occupied countries in Europe.

There are also accounts of unfamiliar events In
white Russia; for example, in Minsk, where some ten
thousand Jews escaped from the ghetto and went
into the fore§ts where they joined the partisan groups.
Amszt_eln writes: “Of all” the lands which Germany
occupied, none suffered so much from Nazi brutality
and genocide as White Russia, This territory, because
of its large forests and swamps, became the most
lmponan; arena of. the Soviet partisan effort.”” The
WJPOF gives an estimate of 2,200,000 people killed in
Hh |te":2ussla, that is, one-quarter of its population.

ne thousand two hundred villages were destroyed,

throughout Nazi-occupied Europe.

The author refers also to fiv, i i
e million Soviet prison-
ers-of-war who were killed. (The figure is ptaken

from the Chief of the “Germ
Here he reflects upo s g L ongtics The

: n the fol istic:
Russian soldiar b lowing characteristic: The

| have been able only to touch upon Ainsztein’s

rich and analyt
h cal ;
omitted man yt material and have, of necessity,

: Y chapters in which the author discusses
gc;@ne;;yarﬁéio;?ier ISsues, as, for example, the large-
1918 to 1945?. T?\r:g of Jews in the Red Army from

generals and o s
tions for hero?stgerohigh ranking officers, their decora-

} I n the Red Army during the last
war, ConS|Ider this number in relation );o the groportlon
onen the overall Population. Keeping this in
Jewich s rtn?g' then appreciate not only the immense
it s Ntribution towards victory over the enemy,

54 Ithe tragic chapter of Soviet anti-Semitism
Rad 16ee| y followlng the war, when the Jews who

celved decorations for heroism were asked with

"

venom: “And where did you buy your medals? . . .
Comment is superfluous. ?

Two writers, Stephen Hawes and Ralph White,
have published a book about the resistance movement
in occupied Europe (‘‘Resistance in Europe: 1939-45 ).
This deals with the different forms of resistance, the
differences between the countries of Eastern Europe
and the Scandinavian and western European countries,
and the actions of the enemy in relation to the civilian
population. It is an instructive volume. But it is also
particularly relevant to the present time when neo-
Nazi progaganda disseminates over the world the
notions that the Jews have thought up the crematoria,
that there were no extermination camps, and that“the
claim of six million Jews having been killed is “the
greatest lie of this century.” The neo-Nazi propaganda
brings forth as “evidence” the camps in Austria and
Germany which had no gas-chambers and use this as
a ‘“sign” that the Jews have invented the lle of the
existence of death-camps in Poland. 3

Ralph White, in the first chapter, shows that Hi Ieir-
Germany developed different policies towards Russia
and Poland and towards Western Europe and the
Scandinavian lands. He brings forward many examples
of which | will here deal only with one: When any
resister killed one German, the Germans in reprisal
shot ten civilians in Norway, 100 in Yugoslavia, and
1000 in Poland. These figures speak for themselves.

It was not by blind chance that the Nazis chosizj
Poland as a gigantic slaughterhouse, but a calculatel
act fostered by their knowledge that they could rle):
upon Polish co-operation and assistance in the Im
plementation of the “final solution” of Polish Jewry.
In Western Europe and Scandinavia, the occuplehrs
could not be so assured of such co-operation on } e
part of the local civilian population in the destruction
of the Jews. (The Jews of those countries were trans-
ferred to Poland for destruction). There was a d|r_ect;\rlle
for the occupier to behave more gentlemanly in g
West. But in the East, in Poland, there was no suc
compulsion to be so ‘“civilised” as in the West, and ?nﬁ
could more smoothly and without fuss employ the fu
technology of death. broad

Ralph White analyses Eastern Europe on a rIC\
scale and adds to the Jewlish victims also the Slavs
and the Bolsheviks against whom the German hn;ar-
archy displayed gross bloody hatred in the name of a
need for “lebensraum’. But In fact there was another
purpose behind their actions, and this was to reduce?
Poland and the other Eastern countries to a state od
submission unknown to any other country in occupie
Europe, a purpose which was pursued with murderous
terror and reckless ferocity and brutality. y

Similarly, the resistance movement and partisan
warfare against the Nazis differed in character both
in the East and the West. This polnt“ is particularly
stressed by Ralph White. He writes: “The failure of
the Germans to complete the conquest of the Soviet
Union, the ferocity of German policy in the lands they
did conquer, and Stalin’s appeal to deep-rooted Rus-
sian nationalism provoked a strong response of re-
sistance. The geography of the country provided plenty
of cover for large partisan groups to organise, and
the stretched-out lines of German supply and com-
munication provided obvious and accessible targets.
Soviet resistance quickly emerged as the strongest,
numerically-speaking, in occupied Europe, committed
to the most directly military forms of organisation and
activity, under central direction from Moscow and with
its strategy closely aligned with that of the main Soviet
forces. Functioning as an auxillary arm of the Red
Army, resistance played a real and important part in
the defeat of the Germans and the preservation of the
Union.”

Ralph White's book Is a very valuable volume for
the student of the European occupatlion In the last
war,

16
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WOULD THIS NIGHT
NEVER END-

BY MATYLDA ENGELMAN

The fighting in the village, Brost in Eastern Aus-
tria, had lasted only two days and two nights. The
Russian army was approaching and the German troops
had left in panic. The war was over!

I, with my little girl Wanda was sent by the Nazis
in 1942 to Austria as an 'Ostarbeiter’, forced labourer,
together with many others from Eastern Europe. | was
employed on a farm by Mr. Schultz a prosperous
winegrower. His Communist sympathies were well
known throughout the village. That's why he became
the first elected mayor.

The war is over! Hooray, we are free . . . we can
go home. In contrast to the worried villagers, we
Ostarbeiters had broad smiles on our faces. We linked
arms and danced and sang in the streets.

It can’t be true, | thought, the war is over, we are
alive . . . I've saved my little girl's life. | was hugging
Wanda tightly, whirling around with her; we are free,
we wont the war, now we can go home. | felt as If
my chest would burst with happiness as | embraced
Wanda more tightly, to make sure that we were really
alive,

The sound of horses’ hoofs on the cobbled streets
made the people disperse. Rumours of Russian plunder,
looting and rape proved true. Rape was a common
occurrence, age was no safe-guard; from the age of
eight-year old girls to women of eighty . . .

Brost was on the route to Vienna — towards which
the victorious Russian army was moving, and that was
why changing waves of battalions were passing the
village constantly. At last after two weeks of barbarous
outrages, Mr. Schultz came to our hiding place in a
specially prepared cellar and brought us good news.
Permanent Headquarters had been established in the
village and there were stiff penalties for rape and
looting.

For the third time the Commandant had left with
his whole unit stealthily during the night. A new
Commandant arrived immediately with a smaller unit,
although no order had come from the main Head-
quarters.

“I don't even know where they came from”, Mr.
Schultz filled his wine glass and plastered his bread
with bacon fat. “I'l be home early this afternoon.
Somehow, | don't trust them.”

It was a bright, sunny day. The long green leaves
gleamed in the sun. A sweet scent came from the
rlgenlng almonds on the large majestic tree. Sparrows
ch]rped in the eaves. Wanda was helping to pick
spinach and lettuce for tea when | felt | was being
watched. | looked up to see two Russian Officers,
short bulky men, about thirty, One was smirking and |
caught a glimpse of his red inflamed eyes. Neither of
them spoke. | grabbed my basket and Wanda's hand
and ran inside the house. | heard thelr footsteps fol-
lowing us. Mr. Schultz was home and | overheard
them ordering Mr. Schultz to prepare a horse and cart
for seven o'clock in the evening to drive to the Russian
Quarters in the next village to pick up an important
message and parcel.

* This is an extract from Matylda Engelman’s forthcoming book
"The End of the Journey" due to be published in the near future
as a) sequel to her earlier '“Journey Without End" (Lantana
1977).

When evening came, Mr. Schultz said to me: “I
have to go now, Mariana. It's already getting dark. Be
sure you lock the outside gate and the doors properly
after | have gone.”

| felt a premonition that something was going to
happen. My hands shook so much, | could hardly lock
the door. Mr. Schultz had forgotten to take his tobacco.
something which had never happened before.

As | was putting Wanda to bed | decided not to
undress until Mr. Schultz’ return. | tried to reassure
myself by whispering: “It shouldn't take him longer than
two hours.” Then fear gripped me — what if these two
Officers had sent Mr. Schultz away deliberately, so
that | would be alone in the house tonight? Carefully
| eased my hand out of Wanda’'s grasp; she had sensed
my fear and would not let me leave her. Now she was
sleeping, her breathing was regular. Quietly | unbolted
the door into the courtyard. No-one was in sight. It
was ten yards to the cellar. Quickly | slipped open the
iron door, just in case. Now | felt | could escape.

Time seemed to stand still. Only one hour since
Mr. Schultz had left. | just sat and stared in front of
me, in the dark.

Footsteps . . . someone was knocking at the gate,
| looked through a slit between the curtains of the
window facing the street, and | thought that in the
dusk | could discern the same two Officers at the gate.
The knocking increased to a banging. | snatched
Wanda up, threw a rug over her and ran through the
courtyard to the cellar. Before we had reached the
cellar, | heard the gate shatter under their assault.
| leaped down the six steps with Wanda in my arms.
Fear gave me the strength to push away the heavy
barrel which guarded the tunnel leading into the secret
cellar. | could hear Wanda bumping her head on the
barrel but she did not even whimper. She had learned
to cry without making a sound. Once we were inside
the cellar, she fell asleep and my fingers probed her
head. She had a big lump on her forehead.

| heard footsteps in the kitchen overhead, voices
shouting and cursing.. Then | heard the footsteps going
towards the front room. “O God, don't let them find us
here,” | prayed. ‘‘Let Mr. Schultz come soon.”

Then | heard footsteps tramping down the courtyard
to the cellar . . . Wanda woke up. ‘“Are you cold,
Mummy? You're shaking.” | put my finger on her lips.
“Shush, don’t more,” | whispered into her ear. She
moved closer to me and held my arm. She understood.

The footsteps were coming closer . . . one, two,
three, four . . . they are here. O God, what will happen
to us? | had heard women whisper that the Russians
raped even children of six. Wanda was six. My tongue
swelled.

They were in the cellar now. | heard them cursing
as they thumped on every barrel, thinking probably,
that | was hiding inside. “She must be somewhere, the
bitch!” A faint stream of light came through the slit
between the barrels and swept over Wanda's face as
she fell asleep again. The steps came nearer, | felt
Wanda move. What would happen if she cried out?
Should | wake her up? | could cover her mouth with
my hand . . . the light slid back again and | watched
it glimmer on the barrels, on the bed, on Wanda's
face. Had | pulled the barrel back properly? At last
the footsteps were going away, walking up the stairs.

| had a pain in my chest from holding my breath.
It was an effort to let my breath go. | could hear steps
in the yard going to the base of the stairs to the olg
couple's flat, those Nazi informers. Surely they wouldn't
rape a seventy-five year old woman, or would they?
Would she tell them where | was? She would guess
my hiding place. | had threatened to have her shot if
ever she gave away the secret of the cellar, but |
could not be sure. Once more the men came down the
cellar. ‘Had she disclosed my hiding place?' My heart
throbbed so loudly, | thought that the officers could
hear it. They came nearer, they have found us! Rivulets
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of perspiration trickled down my cheeks. They were
silent, listening . . . They cursed, they cursed again
and went up the stairs. They had gone! Thank God,
they had gone at last. My back was sticky from pers-
piration. /

Mr. Schultz should have been back a long time
ago. It was still dark. My legs were cramped as | lay
down beside Wanda. Would this night never end?
Through the tiny window, high up near the ceiling |
watched night slowly change to dawn.

Mr. Schultz came back. He pushed the broken gate
and came through with his horse and cart. “Mariana,
Mariana,” he called at the top of his voice. | was
frightened, | did not answer. Soon he came down into
the cellar. ““Mariana, are you all right?” “Yes, I'm all
right.”” “Did they get you?” “No! I'm fine.” ‘A Russian
officer whom | had to drive dragged me around in all
directions. He never went near Headquarters. | knew
it was only a trick to get me out of here!” He kicked
a barrel. “You can come out now.” “No, they might
come back.” “They won’t come back now, the beasts,
it's morning. I'm going to report them to the new

Commandant. Are you coming?” “All right, stay here,
I'm thirsty.” Soon he came back, his face crimson,
his strong breath cibrating towards me. “No one Is
here . .. no one, but come and see what they have
dont! The pigs!”

The house was in a shambles. Not only had they
smashed whatever had been in their path but they
had clashed clothes, cut and ripped mattresset and
thrown them off the beds. Mr. Schultz was banging on
the table and cursing. “Did they think you were hidden
under the mattress, the idiots?” ‘“Take me to Mrs.
Moritz, please,” | pleaded. ‘“Mrs. Moritz has a much
better hiding place.” After Mr. Schultz had calmed
down and had had a look at me, he took me there
immediately.

Mrs. Moritz was so very kind to us., Mr. Schultz
returned to Mrs. Moritz’s house a few hours later. He
banged open the door, bellowing: “I knew it, | knew
it . . . they're gone. Those men were imposters, fakes,
all of them! Fakes. The new Commandant does not
arrive until tomorrow.” He waved a paper at us. “This
letter which | have just received is from him.”

A LEAFLET FROM A DIARY
During The Action, August 1942

BY WLADYSLAW SZLENGEL*

| saw Janusz Korczak today

As he passed the Ghetto streets

All his children were spotlessly dressed
As for a Sunday outing in the garden.

They wore clean, fresh uniforms

Which today they were free to soil,

Five abreast they marched through the town
Through the jungle of condemned people.

Pet.rified stood the City’s facade
Bglldings stripped and strangely naked
With dead sockets of smashed windows
Staring down in silent horror.

Odd cries rose as if of trapped bird
Bearing witness to a senseless death.
Our mighty, drunk with power masters
Drove in riskhas?, indifferent.

Sometimes a shuffle, a clutter, then silence
Someone briefly exchanged a few words
Terrified and mute in silent prayer

Stood the Church of Leszno Street.

And the children went on calm

Nobody dared to drag them to safety;
Those were orphans, no one pushed a bribe
In the hands of navy-blue thugs.

No one intervened on the way

No one panted into Schmerling’s2 ear
L 0 one gathered family watches

or drunken Latvian-Quislings.

.éanusz Korczak headed the column
Aare;headed. eyes without fear,
child held on to his pocket
Wo small ones were In his arms.

?Qmeone rushed up, papers in hand

a1€d to explain and shrieked nervously
Ou are free . . , this is Brant's3 signature
orczak brushed him off. Silently.

There was no point in explaining
To a bearer of a German pardon
Those men would never understand
What it means to abandon a child.

So many years on that stubborn path

To place a rainbow in a child’s hand
How could he leave them frightened now,
He must carry on, to the end.

He thought then of King Mathew the 1si4
Who was spared expreience like this
King Mathew on a barbaric Island

Would have acted In the same way.

The children were boarding the train

As for a Lag-Ba-Omer excursion In summer
And that little one with a daring face

Must have felt today like a Shomer.

At this moment | simply thought

Of the worthless, indifferent Europe
And of Korczak who imprinted forever
The most moving historical record.

In this shameful war of ours

In this absurd, humiliating labyrinth
Janusz Korczak, defender of orphans
Shone as the only true warrior.

Can you hear us from behind the Wall
You, who watch out Fate and Death
Janusz Korczak lived and dled

To match your Westerplatte5.

1 Riksha, means of transport in Ghetto; converted bicycle.

2 Commandant of militia.

3 Brant, chief of Gestapo.

4 Character of Korczak's best loved book ‘‘Heroic Child-King"'.

5 Polish fortress, last to fall in 1939, after the longest siege of the
war.

* Wiladyslaw Szlengel, a young poet, perished during Warsaw
Ghetto's Uprising in 1923.

The above poem was initially published in an underground
paper under the title ‘. . . to match your Westerplatte'.”
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NEW HOLIDAY

Jews must have holidays,

Jews must remember,

What happened on Pessah, Purim,
That a broken Homentash

Is because ... of Haman

And Matza because of Egypt . ..
The flag full of colours

In the memory of Torah,

While Succah and citrus, Succoth.
There's always some reason,

They stand as a reminder
Of some miracles, events and times. . . .

This cruel war

Which decimates us,

Which reduces us to ashes

Must end one day . . .

Jews will somehow survive,

They'll reappear one day,

To deliver greetings from Death. . . .

Jews must have holidays,

Jews must remember

The miracle that saved them from slaughter,
Like the feast of Succoth,

In the memory of these times,

They'll hold a feast of Shelters.

Once a year, on Freedom Day,

They'll welcome their friends

To the shelters, to bunks and racks,
There in cellars, in burrows,

They'll saturate in prayers

The hearts full of poy and trust.
Hammers and axes, shovels and plcks
Will be treated as new relics,

And they’ll fast, as during the War.
The old ones will weep,

The young ones will listen,

How it was in the days of Action . ..
They'll tell their children,

How they lived in those bunkers,
Without air, for weeks, for months . . .
How in darkness, in dampness,

In despalr they walited,

For the first wind, for freedom and sun.

The old ones will rejoice,

The young ones will ridicule,

For the grandfather got carried away . . .
‘Let the old one gabble if he wants,
There’s just as much truth in this

As-in Moses crossing the sea.’

At dusk they'll leave the cellars,

Peace will welcome them,

A new world full of beauty and calm.

In the safety of their warm homes,
They'll serve hackerkreutz with erzatz-honey
For the festive, evening meal.

Poems translated by Maria Lewitt*

* Maria Lewitt recently received the

! ( 1978 Alan
her manuscript ‘Years Without SBAne Marshall Award for

ng'.

SONYA WEINFELD — Painter

of Jewish Tradition
BY MORRIS C. DAVIS, G.M.C.

One can read from the paintings of Sonya Weinfeld
the true meaning of Jewish experience. Her canvasses
reveal a tapestry of the agonies and the joys, the
struggles and the pathos so indelibly written into our
history.

Born in Krakow in the little known city of Trum-
peldor Navarzyce in the Kielce district of Poland she
was, from a very early age surrounded by prejudice
and suppression. Sensitive to the happenings about
her and possessing an innate urge to paint, it is not
surprising that she should depict that combination of
humor and sadness so typical of the Jew.

Yaenckel the Cobbler is drunk.

Her works show how human behaviour can rise
above hardship ang persecution, We see in charac.
teristic warm tones 4 ragged group of people huddled
in the snow, escaping from danger and in a contem-
porary canvas, the truly happy Jewish atmosphere of
the traditional Wedding dance, or the lighting of the
Shabbos candles, Then in a third canvas the whimsical
portrait of a man slightly the worse for liquor trying
to forget his sorrows.

In those .days Krakow was no easy place to achieve
peace of mind but by a common bond of deep faith,
the Jew developed a sense of togetherness born from
hostility and injustice. Access to school was difficult
and for Sonya, a Russian governess provided the
necessary early training. With a natural early aptitude
for sketching, she chose as her subject’” whatever
caught her eye”. In characteristic ochres, greens and
vivid reds, she showed considerable insight Into the
quality of life of those difficult times.
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Her paintings reveal a people seeking happiness
in a harsh world of discord. Those impressions were
deeply etched in her mind and after liberation from
Poland she participated in one man shows and group
exhibitions with the Society of Refugee Painters. After
a two year period in Paris she finally arrived in Austra-
lia in 1948. Here her newly found sense of freedom pro-
duced a new confidence and a characteristic style
emerged. Deeply moving subjects included a sequence
of fifty paintings of ‘“Fiddler on the Roof” series.
Remembering her earlier experiences this was a natural
selection and throughout these works we find the
deep impression of the past. Drawn from her vivid
memory and imagination we find the inevitable cap,
the Kapotim and Payotim all depicted with a wonder-
ful nervous line in warm colours, which adds a special
charm to her works. Revealed before us are the tearful
joys of Jewish involvement. All are the paintings of a
people searching for stability in a world more conducive
to destruction. Throughout her work runs a thread of
warm vitality,

There is much to be learned from the artist's
sensitive approach to man’s search for intangible
happiness — a lesson stronger, | believe, than Sonya
Weinfeld herself realises. Deep down there is a
constant search for that embodiment of freedom of
expression. It is not surprising therefore that she
should be contemplating a series of the ‘“Man from
La Mancha” ever searching for truth and hope.

One can derive much comfort from the paintings
of Sonya Weinfeld, an artist with a remarkable talent,
a sensitive brush and a truly Jewish background. One
could regard her as the Sholem Aleichem of oil
painting.

Book Reviews
Feasting on Jewish History

JOAN COMAY: The World's Greatest Story 384 pp. $23.95.
MOSHE DAYAN: Living with the Bible, 232 pp. $20.95.
CHAIM HERZOG AND MORDECHAI GICHON: Battles of the
Bible, 246 pp. $23.95.
CHAIM RAPHAEL: A Feast of History — Passover through
the Ages, 254 pp. $19.95.
BRIAN DE BREFFNY: The Synagogue, 214 pp. $37.95.
(All published by Weidenfeld and Nicholson).

The past year has been a steady stream of highly-
attractive, erudite and articulate volumes of Jewish
history.
~ Of the books under review, three deal with Biblical
history while the other two range more widely over
time and place, in the process illuminating the Inner
richness of Jewish social, cultural and spiritual ex-
perience.

For sheer lucidity of story-telling, Joan Comay's
re-writing of the Bible for the lay reader The World’s
Greatest Story Is a delight. Complicated narratives are
rendered simply, yet with a pleasing sophistication;
the ceaseless flow of events are placed in a histo-
rically contemporary perspective, bolstered by the
conclusnon§ of modern Biblical scholarship’ and
archgeologrcal research; and her evaluations are
;sensmle and open-minded, as when she discusses,
lor example, the complex issues of the binding of
saac or the occasional discrepancies between Biblical
accounts and archaeological discoveries.

. The book spans the entire Tenach, glving In addi-
tion generous space to the Apocryphal writings as
well. The literary majesty of the Biblical text is evoked;
similarly, the profundity of its wisdom and the gran-

deur of the Prophets and their utterances. Biblical
quotations are from the Revised Standard Version of
1952 which, although not as stylistically lofty as the
1611 Authorised Version, are more readable and com-
prehensible to the modern mind. A valuable section
towards the end deals with the geographical setting
of the Bible and the cross-cultural influences between
the ancient Hebrews and the surrounding peoples. The
book is amply illustrated with a wealth of magnificent
colour pictures, photographs and sketches and one
could do worse than to resort to this book as an
introduction to the Bible itself.

The name of Moshe Dayan needs minimal elabora-
tion. Chief of Staff during the Sinai Campaign of 1956,
Defence Minister during both the 1967 Six Day War
and the 1973 Yom Kippur War and currently Foreign
Minister in Menahem Begin's government, he has been
one of the architects of Israel's defence and security
forces. Less well-known in his committed interest in
archaeology. A keen traveller throughout Israel, a
student of the Tenach and collector of ancient arte-
facts, he has now written a highly-readable, colourful
and informative book, “Living with the Bible”, which
neatly combines the elements of Biblical and modern
history in the Land of Israel together with its geo-
graphical and archaeological landmarks.

Although it is more than this, in one sense Dayan's
volume is a chronicle of military events — albeit the
more consequential ones — detailing both victories
and defeats and telling of periods both of Israelite
sovereignty and subservience. But what enlivens the
work and gives the events and their partiglpants palp-
ability are the many highly visual, at times poetic,
descriptions of the topography of the scenes of action,
of the flora and fauna to be found there and of the
people, particularly the Bedouin, who still inhabit the
country and live in ways — nomadic and pastoral —
once so intimately known to the forebears of the
Jews. Added to these are a host of lively personal
anecdotes and Interpolations of modern events paral-
eling those described in the Tenach.

For the armchair strategist, Chaim Herzog and
Mordechai Gichon's “Battles of the Bible” may serve
as a complementary volume to Joan Comay's bqok.
Beginning with the Patriarch Abraham’s entry into
Canaan, it extends through the vicissitudes of victory
and defeat to the last battle of Judah the Maccabee.
Perhaps the strongest Impressions that emerge from
the book are that the strip of land between the Medi-
terranean Sea and the Jordan River has ever been
an arena of war between a succession of rival nations
and tribes and the realisation that, for all the talk
of peace and the negotlations towards It, present
indications show little prospect of a cessation of con-
flict in the area. This volume, too, like the preceding
ones, is abundantly illustrated with photographs and
maps. It has added modern relevance and Interest in
that, to quote the authors, ‘“the factors which In-
fluenced the generals of Judea and Israel q'f old con-
tinue to influence the generals of Israel today".

Quite different Is Chalm Raphael's recently re-
issued scholariy “A Feast of History: the drama of
Passover through the Ages”.

It is a wide-ranging equiry shuttling through time
and delving into biblical, Hellenistic and Rabbinic
sources, corroborated by modern archaeological d!s-
coveries, for the origins of the Passover and its
evolution into its present form. That it commemorates
the hurried Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt is,
of course, fundamental to it, but that the commemora-
tive Seder as it is now practised began to take shape
only in the last days of the Second Temple — that
is, well over a 1,000 years after the Exodus itself —
is not so evident. Both the ceremony and the Haggadah
— ‘“the recital” — which governed it became more
sharply defined in the century after the destruction
of the Temple and what was at first a ‘flexible cere-
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mony with much free discussion and banter around
a Greek-style banquet became, in time, transformed
into a fixed enduring ritual uniting, more than any
other observances, Jews across history and in all
countries down to our day.

While the Haggadah text became fixed by the
Rabbis, the presentation of the Haggadah itself re-
mained susceptible to surrounding non-Jewish in-
fluences. It has become the most illuminated of all
Jewish books. In the 13th century, increasing atten-
tion was given to embroidering the Haggadah manu-
scripts with decorative letters and a variety of Biblical
and ritual illustrations. Later, in a social background
where representational art was part of the dominant
culture, the Jews too felt free to savour the pleasures
it brought, particularly since it could be a medium
for strengthening the ancestral faith. As a result, there
followed, among others, the quite magnificent Darms-
tadt Haggadah, the Golden Haggadah, the Sarajevo,
Portuguese, Prague and idiosyncratic Birds’ Head
Haggadot relating in their own ways to the tale of
enslavement and ultimate liberation of the Israelites
from Egypt. As expected, Chaim Raphael's book is
lavish with illustrations of these as well as of paint-
ings, artefacts, sculptures and photographs of archaeo-
logical sites relevant to his text, which is intelligent,
informative and mind-opening.

His inclusion of the full Haggadah text with a new

contemporary translation by himself makes this volume
a pleasure to read at the Seder-table.

~Also spanning the wide scope of Jewish history,
Brian de Breffny’s “The Synagogue” is a study of the
most enduring and important social, cultural and
spiritual institution in Judaism. It tells of the earliest
archaeological evidences of the synagogue in Egypt,
Syria, Jerusalem, Greece, Turkey and Masada and ex-
pands on its increasingly vital role as a house of
study and prayer and as a communal centre from
the exile in Babylon down to modern-day Israel and
countries of the Diaspora. Breffny discusses the
diverse local influences — architectual styles, social
and cultural surroundings, political forces — acting
upon the synagogue and selects as examples a wide
range of synagogues throughout the world, from
Western Europe to the near East, from South Africa
to the Balkans, from modern Israel to the United
States. Included is also a photograph of the High
Victorian interior of Sydney's Great Synagogue. Deal-
ing with the evolution of an institution integral to
Judaism, the book is rich in facts about Jewish history,
rituals, observances and teachings.

In all, these books are worthy additions to the
library of any Jewish home. They also make very
attractive intelligent gifts but should be read con-
scientiously for one’s own enlightenment before being
given away. S.L.

ONE OF US

BY YVONNE FEIN

Engrossed in visions of Yul Brynner playing Dimitri
Karamazov, Richard twirled, pranced and bellowed up-
roariously in imitation of a drunken Russian. Then,
with a gesture of grandiose abandon, he drained his
wine-glass and flung it over his shoulder at the fire
place.

Wide of its mark — with something like the chain-
reaction effect of ping-pong balls employed by television
scientists to illustrate the process of nuclear fission —
his missile hit a cluster of glasses on the mantelpiece.
They, in turn, exploded in crimson waterfalls onto the
dress of a girl standing directly below.

“Enjoying yourself — cretin!” she exclaimed, the
words shooting out of her mouth like three, well-
directed bullets and producing instantaneous silence
amid the festivities.

“I'm terribly sorry. He slurred his words but did not
look at all contrite. In fact, she suspected he was
laughing. Icicles sliced through her deliberately enunci-
ated words.

“The Carlton Cossask!” she sneered. “What a
laugh! As if you'd have any Idea with a Cossak Is,
let alone the ablility to copy one.”

“Hey — | said | was sorry.”

“You got the drunken part right, though,” she
continued, ignoring his protest. “They do drink till
they don’'t know thelr nostrils from their . . . . But
they don’t dress up in dinner suits. They're filthy and
they smell and they’d rape anything that remotely
resembled a female. Though | hear they're not too
particular about that side of it either. Why couldn’t
you imitate Mickey Mouse or ... or ... Jimmy
Carter? Nice, steady boys who know when they're had
enough.”

She turned to accept a tea-towel from her flustered
hostess and Richard studied her, deciding that silence
was safest. She looked so splendidly alight with fury.

The black glitter of her very almond-shaped eyes
and her proudly lifted face with its prominent, high

cheek-bones proclaimed an authentic link with the
Steppes. He could almost see her tossing back her
blue-black hair and dancing furious dances to the
balalaika music of men with fire at their fingertips.

She glared at him relentlessly and angled her dress
so that the sodden, brik-red patches on it were all too
apparent. Her shoes, too, were spotted with the wine
and as she raised her leg to the arm of a chair to
wipe one of them Richard was granted a tantalizing
glance of a slim brown thigh.

Eventually, he extended his hand and attempted a
smile, but she whirled around with a contemptuous:
“You know where you can shove it!"” and turned her
back on him,

The next evening, she answered her door to find
him with a bouquet of flowers in his arms the size of
a sheaf of corn.

“I walked all the way as penance,” he said sadly,
“and | picked a flower from every garden as | came.”

“Boy, you really are mad, aren’t you?”

“Couldn’t you possibly forgive me?”

He waited for a verdict and she observed him
coldly. His hair was platinum-coloured, white-gold in
the dying sun, and his eyes were no ordinary blue.
They were the dark, compelling blue of all Van Gogh's
skies, and seemed almost as star-filled as he gazed
at her.

She noticed how his shirt was open almost to the
navel and that a heavy peace-sign hung around his
neck by means of a gold chain. It was with conscious
effort that she stopped herself from sniggering. His
whole image was such a cliche — right down to the
faded denims and the arrogant, almost cruel good
looks which would drive teeny-boppers into a frenzy
if ever he decided to strum a guitar for a living.

“Please’”, he urged.

“All right. If you'll take that stupid look off your
face.” She nearly smiled and he brightened immedi-
ately.
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“Would you like to come out to dinner tonight?"
he asked, pressing his advantage.

“No. not particularly. Why?”’

For the first time he lost his almost vacuous
patience.

“You really can be a bitch, can't you?” he said.

“Perhaps. But not a fool — Richard, isn’t it? You're
a fool; but a harmless one. Take me somewhere ex-
pensive. I've changed my mind.”

“How nice.”

Now their roles were reversed: he the aggressor,
she the placator.

“Look, did you ask me to go or didn’t you? | will,
but don’t expect me to fall into your arms at this stage,
that's all. And anyway,” Richard watched her tongue
push out her cheek with just a suggestion of derision,
“lI haven't filled my quota of rotten things to say to
you yet.”

He raised a finely arched eyebrow. “I suppose
I'll have to take you then, won't 12"

They drifted together after that evening. He seemed
always to be at her doorstep, and she, tolerating his
presence at first, grew dependent upon it. Just as
effortlessly they drifted into bed one afternoon when
he called at her flat and found her bleary-eyed and
shivering as she answered his persistent ring at the
doorbell.

“l was asleep. I'm going back to bed,” she told
him drowsily, not caring that he was following her to
her room.

She tumbled back among the sheets and their gazes
locked. Feeling her own breath quicken, she could
almost touch the tension that thumped through his
limbs, circulating blindly, needing an outlet. Then,
without preliminaries he kissed her and without words
he took her, dressing and leaving Immediately after.
She waited through many plainful days till he called
at her place again.

:‘That was cruel,” she whispered by way of greeting.

‘What it, Amy — love?” he said, realsing that he
had’control now and that she would no longer laugh
at him. “Was it, really?”

One of those inexplicable switches in their balance
of power was taking place: her eyes betraying capula-
tion; his arrogance accepting victory.

The way her mouth trembled as he kissed her
exposed this vulnerability. Eyes, so recently expressing
sardonic laughter at his posturing, filled, instead, with
acquiescence, .But, like a fox well ahead of the pack,
sensing the pitfalls of such exposure, she suddenly
wrenched herself away from the beguiling openness of
sunlight, urgently fleeing to the familiarity of darkened
concealment.

Too slowly perhaps, too late. Richard's sighting of
his quarry, momentarily frozen by the fear of destruc-
tion, excited him. Now he flexed his faculties at the
prospect of the hunt. Amy watched him gather his
power. She watched the waves of it flow over him,
and she shivered. With apprehension, however, mingled
anticipation; an intensely female, almost atavistic
acceptance of the struggle she knew must follow.

They met often between lectures at the university.
They made love when it pleased them, which was
mostly. And though not so pleasingly, but just as often,
;‘huer{ seemed to be compelled into conversations which

~ "“Are you studying Law,” she asked him one day
IC? the cafeteria, " “because you see yourself as a
Iarence-Darrow-type barrister, or because you really

care?”

Nelther',” he shrugged. "I care about the cash |
can‘%artn. It's as simple as that.”

b B

But nothing,” he snapped. “You seem to think
that if everyone doesn't have a holy commitment to
eve(lythm_g he does, life isn't worth living.”

That's not true. I'm materialistic enough as far as

self-preservation goes, but hell! How you spend your
life is important enough for some sort of commitment.

“I'm committed to comfort, baby,” he said, squeez-
ing her thigh in a way that both excited and enraged
her.

“Well good for you, then. That's not my scene. It
never has been.” She rose to walk away, but he
grabbed her arm impatiently. ;

“l love you,” he said. “I'm commited to you. Isn't
that enough?”

“l don’t want that. | never have,” s'he replied
harshly. “And I've told you so before. You're n9t my
kind. You're not what I'll ultimately need. There's too

much | want to do before | could even conte’rpplate

settling for your brand of mindless comfort.” She

flung that last word at him with incalculable scorn.
“Ah, so you've got it all planned.”

“Not in any great detail, but | do know where you
fit in.”

“Bad choice of words, Amy — love. | fit very nicely
into your lit . . .”

“Shut up, you bastard.”

“Truth hurt?”

“No, you just sicken me, that's all.”

This time she did walk away, and predictably
enough he appeared at her flat a few hours later. She
slapped his face in lieu of saying hello, and he pushed
her roughly into the hallway, slamming the door behind
him, “

“Oh God,” she said, shutting her eyes tightly. “I
don't need this. You young men of German descent
still have the storm-trooper instinct.” !

She could not resist baiting him,, but, opening her
eyes In response to his long silence, she saw raw
hurt staring back at her. It made her cringe. ’

“I'm sorry Rick. Hell, | am really sorry. | shouldn’t
have said that. But there Is a past.” s

She took him in her arms but his body was rigid.
He withdrew. b i

“l know you hate some things about me,” he said
quietly, “but that was low.” I’

“Stop it. Please — just stop it,”" she pleaded. Hit
me back, or do something, anything. But don't stand
there hurting. | can’t handle it.” o

“Well, isn't that one for the cards, Amy — love?
You're stumped and you don't like it. ‘An eye for an
eye; a tooth for a tooth.” Isn’t that what your Good
Book says?”

She said nothing, just touched his face gently
with the long fingers he loved to kiss. He was not as
impervious as he seemed for he hugged her fervently
and she felt his carefully constructed power-mask

cracking. i
“Don’t do that to me again,” he sa,[d, his volce
gritty with suppressed pain. ““l love you.

Now it was her turn to freeze, but he was so Im-
mersed in his own tragic interpretation of the events
that he did not notice. He continued to stroke her
hair. :

Glancing at him affectionately, she sat up in bed
one evening and lit a cigarette. -

“You know, you're really not my type,” she said,
inhaling deeply. When he did not reply she blew a
series of perfect smoke-rings. ) "

“l mean, if we look at this thing objectively,” she
continued, “there are no two people less likely to
come together than us. We've got virtually nothing in
common if you stop to think about it.”

Spurred to speech by the flippancy of her tone, he
rolled sideways onto his arm and said thoughtfully,
“We make love well enough. | can’t imagine your en-
joying yourself like this with any other guy you've
hopped into bed with.”

“There haven't been that many.” )

“Hardly the point, Amy — love. When we do It, it
solves a lot of the problems we seem to have other-
wise.”
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“Dreams and more dreams."

“Sometimes | wonder who is the real dreamer,” he
said softly. “At least the things | talk about are real.
This is real. All you can do is spout fantastic
speeches.”

“Maybe so,” she said absently, running her fingers
through the fine profusion of golden hair on his chest.

Too content to challenge.

They drove to the mountains one weekend when
the snow was melting; a damp farewell to a splendid
winter. She inhaled the sharpness of the air and felt
her lungs contract with a strange, choking affinity to
the stark beauty around her.

“This is us, you know,” she sald meditatively. “The
loveliness and the ugliness, Oh God, Rick, why do |
feel like this?"

“What alternative is there?” he said, but she had
grown immune to his smug complacency.

“None. | need you and your crazy, magnificent
body more than I've ever needed anything.”

“Oh Christ, the drama, the drama.”

“Don’t laugh at me Rick."”

“I can't help it.”

She aimed a swift, accurate kick at his rump, and
ran laughing through the slippery grass and mud till
she collapsed, breathless, against a granite boulder
that had viewed Impassively too many intoxicated
lovers imagining they had found ultimate freedom in
the vastness of the surrounds.

Rick grabbed her and pulled her to him with his
characteristic impatience. ;

“Not here, Idiot!" she screamed, not wholly in jest.
“I'll catch pneumonia. I'm always the one on my
back, you chauvinistic slob!"”

“Have you got a slogan for every situation? Can't
those jaws of yours ever stop moving?”

“Wire them shut, if it annoys you,” she replied.

“I've a better idea,” he said, crushing his lips to
hers violently so that speech was impossible.

With his jacket as a shield against the ground,
they moved with the imperfect cadence of lovers
greedily impatient to match each others’ rhythm. And
when it was icily over he shivered, not so much from
the cold as from exhilaration.

“l was always told that you people were something
special,” he sald, the lightness of his words not con-
cealing the seriousness of his mood.

“Mhm,” she said dreamily, “Five thousand years
is a long time to perfect any skill.”
ihi “Oh Jesus, he moaned. “You intellectualise every-

ng."

“Ah, we're a people of the Book, Rick. Could |
be any different?”

He stopped her spate of words by kissing her once
again, this time without lust; an attempt to find peace
in silence.

“Sometimes | wonder whether you imagine you're
getting pald by the word,” he said wearily as they
trudged back to the car.

Some months later, with the heavy sounds of disco-
rhythm assaulting their senses, they danced under the
stroboscopic lighting of the ‘Bumping Barn.” They
smiled at each other often, saying little because of the
extravagant level of the music. Then a friend cut in,
spiriting Amy away, leaving Richard staring at the
‘tanky, bespectacled girl whom the intruder had so
adroitly deserted.

Later, when he and Amy were united at a Iull in
the cacophony, Richard sald:

“That’s the fourth time it's happened tonight and
I’ImI glck of it. Why can’t they dance with their own
girls?”

“Agreed. Why don't you fight it?”
¢ oHe touched her hair fleetingly. Is It worth fighting
or?"

“If it's not, that's like saying I'm not.”

“Perhaps.”

They were silent, allowing the foibles of the disc-
jockey’s musical preference to ride over them in waves
of quadrophonic foolishness.

“There is one thing worth fighting for,” he sald
finally. “Justice.”

“Wow!"”

She breathed deeply. “That is one hell of a lofty
thing to say, you pretentious bastard.”

“Ah, the gentleness of your putdowns,” he said,
chuckling mirthlessly.

“Put downs?” She could not keep the incredulity
from her voice. “What about the cash? The all-import-
ant green-stuff? Not two months ago you did a rave to
convince me that it, and it alone, motivated you. Justice,
if you'll forgive me, was hardly the point.”

“I can’t stand it when you're so encouraging,” he
answered. “Mock me a little.”

“Our whole relationship is a mockery, isn't it,
Rick?” she countered shakily, the pitch of her voice
rising higher. “And sometimes you are just so absurd.
| mean, what you see as justice won’'t necessarily be
justice to anyone else but you. It's such a relative
thing.” She took another deep breath. “It's also in-
credible to be discussing it here. | don't think that
the Bee Gee's wrote their music with the idea of
having bull-shit intellectualizations for harmony.”

““You're avolding the issue,” he said flatly.

She suddenly flared. “What is this, a cross-examina-
tion?”

“What are you on about? Of course not. Just cool
it a bit.” He seemed surprised at her outburst.

“Anyway, do you really think I'd try to pry into
your little secrets, Amy — love? If | thought you had
any, that is.”

“No.” She bit her lip, glad of the room’s demi-light.
“I'm sorry. It's just that all this talk about justice ties
in with . . .” Abruptly she stopped herself.

“Ties in with what?” He was curious now.

“Nothing, nothing. Forget it.”

His reply was to dance with her in his self-
absorbed manner until they were too tired to think,
let alone spar. Later that evening, he brought her to
his bed and they made mindless, graceful love from
which no ecstasy spurted. But it involved them and
enveloped them in a duality of cool pleasure that
seemed as unending as it was meanless.

The next day they met between lectures for coffee.

“Interesting stuff, today,” she muttered, more to
herself than to him.

“Yeah? What about?”

“Whether religion is constructed by society, by
man, or vice-versa. You know, if God chooses or if
man makes up the whole idea.”

“I'd have to agree with the latter,” said Richard,
unable to keep the patronizing tone from his voice.
“We create the notion of something holy. That makes
sense.”

“It would. to you,” she said dryly. “That is so-o
typical.”

He grinned. “Yes, isn't it."”

For a while they just sipped their coffee.

“Rick, last night | started to say something,” said
Amy at last.

“Well?"

“It's important. Been on my mind for ages only |
couldn’t get it out. | have to now. With all your talk

about justice . . . what's worth fighting for . . . you
know?"’

“Yeh, so what about it.”

“Well ...” she clenched her fists, feeling her

fingernails pierce her palms, “it's why I'm going to
Israel.”
“Israel!” panic edged his volce. “What for?”
“They say there's going to be peace there soon,
but the implications of war are even stronger. Things
just get worse all the time — and the women. They're
alone again, holding their grand-children, and wonder-
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ing if their sons will get back from ‘manoeuvres’ this
time. | have to be there now. | owe the country that
much, even if it's only to dig up weeds on some kib-
butz while the regulars are away. | have to be there.”

“But God Almighty. | want to marry you!” The
words arched out of the very depths of him, giving
him no chance to halt them, to consider.

Slowly she put down her cup, her eyes fixed on
his, no longer alight with the pleasure of banter, but
hard and disbelieving.

“You're out of your sweet, gentile mind,” she said
very quietly.

“How can you say that?”” He wanted not to believe
what he’d heard.

“Hey listen, baby, we both knew that this wasn't
going to get us in too deep. Right from the beginning
we knew that.”

“But damnit,” he said desperately, ‘“‘I'm in right
over my head.”

“Alje you?” Her eyes were cool now, appraising
him dispassionately. “If you were, really, Rick, you
might have said: ‘Hey Amy, you could get killed over
:here,!' But all you can think of is what you stand to
ose.”

“Do your parents know?"

“Know what?” she asked.

“That you're going?”

“There are a lot of things they have no idea about.
You for one. But I'll tell you this. They would rather |
were shot dead by an Arab bullet than married to a
Yi- 5l tolyoutts

::Oh Jesus that's cruel. That's so bloody cruel.”

Ah, pardon the corn, but so were your ancestors.
Thex were a lot crueller than | could even be.”

“Bltch! Jewish goddamned bitch!”

Yes, Richard, marry me. Marry and live with me
and call me that when we fight. | could call you a Nazi
and“»,t d all be so damned beautiful, wouldn’t it?”

“I m sorry.”

I know. One of us would always be sorry. Oh Rick,
hovg can | make you understand? It's not just that
youre an outsider. It's . . . . Well, all you ever stood
for was a gesture — a grand attempt at effect. And
you couldn’t even do that right. The first time | met
you, you missed the fireplace with your glass!”

“But that doesn’t mean anything real.”

i I think it means everything,” she answered gravely,
"It sums you up, with your talk of justice, your preen-
INg and prancing in front of me as though | were a
mirror reﬂgctlng you in all your damned glory. But |
can see things clearly. | know what you are.”

”I M sure you won't hesitate to enlighten me.”

G You're empty, Rick.” She swept on, the momentum
o “eer words rendering her oblivious to his crumbling.
s o?(q looking, | ‘grant you. You're probably the
mucho?J Ing empty | know. Bgt that doesn’t change
e v.lexstci)(f:ejul:tlvggat this conf\l(lct in Israel is all about.
( , anyway,
it Y‘?BU taIWﬁys T Sg' we);l. ou can only talk about

ut what'’s this? No slashing reply? Are you reall
?auumntb-g"rl\jl‘:k by my brilliant rhetoric?"” yShe mo)tl:ked hlmy.

a the M and once again he felt himself caught up

tLe powerful attraction of her too-elequent scorn.

3 Isten, you bitch,” he wanted to yell. “Go wher-

er"y(:’u bloody like; the farther away, the better.”
on’t understand any of this,” he heard himsel
say instead. ‘“What's driving you all of a sudd:g’;

Couldn’t yoy 5
looking fo)r(?" let me give you whatever It is you're

“You? Are you serious? Hell. 'l i
! . explain it | 3
More for myself than for you, though.” ol

::l've stopped mattering. Is that it?"
“Gou were always marvellous in bed.”
reat.”” His voice was Immeasurably bitter, and

s
ocf’?:'estg';‘egs'VefY like tears glinted In the dark blueness

“'m gol
going because, wel| It's not so much

that | believe in the cause. | mean, everyone has the
right to a piece of land they can call their own. It's
not so much patriotism, either. Though damnit, that
land has always been like a magnet to me.”

“Well what the hell is it then?”

She held up a slender, white hand which he
could not envisage working the earth, and silenced
him.

“It's just that I'm old enough to do something
now.”

“Do your noble bit?"

“Yes, my bit,” she said tiredly. But don’t you see
.. .?7" Her voice trailed away to be submerged by
floods of surrounding chatter. How could he ever
understand?

“Rick | . . .” Words lodged in her throat threaten-
ing to choke her. “I have to go.” ) e

“Don’t give me the ‘six-milllon-didn’t-die-in-vain
bit. Not this time!”

She seemed to regain her composure suddenly.

“Why not?” she snapped. “That's all It ever really
adds up to.”

“Oh Christ!”

“They didn’t go up In smoke — In smoke, _Rlchard
— for an idea concocted by any man. They did It_ for
an ideal, not for a fairytale — not for a concept given
to them by society as you’d claim.”

“It was because they were Jewish,” he said quietly.

“Precisely. But what could you possibly know about
that? It's because they held their religion above their
lives. Not as a result of some people deciding what
others should revere. It was more than that. It had to
be. It was something Godly. | can't accept any other
view. That's why I'm going. To . . . to justify their
deaths in whatever way | can.”

Now he was angry; as angry as she had ever seen
him. "

“Bugger this justification business,” he said bit-
ingly, “and don’t give me any of that ‘holding-their-re-
liglon-above-their-lives’ crap. You hold your religion
like a cross on your back, If you'll pardon the paradox.
And Israel is just the place where you can expose
your paranola to its fullest and be told it's normal. '

“But it was a glorious idea, wasn't it? Defending
the Holy Land. Jesus! And you reckon I'm the one with
stars in my eyes. You really need to go so you can
reinforce that already oversized ego of yours.” Richard
affected a W.C. Flelds accent and continued:

“Lay-dies and Gen-tel-men,” he said in a voice
lou denough to attract attention, “We have here a
gen-u-ine martyr to the cause; a second Joan of Arc.
In the face of flying ammunition; being attacked from
all sides by screaming hordes of savages, she — can
you stand it Lay-dies and Gen-tel-men — she pulls up
weeds!”’

“Not everyone's like you,” she flashed at him.
“Not everyone has to pretend to be what they're not.
That's just you, sweetheart; the lllusion manufacturer.
You ought to go into business.”

“And what ought you to do?"”

“I thought I'd just finished telling you.” f

“Really? His voice was unmistakably sardonic.

“Yes, really.”

“Well | think it's all a load of shit!”

“And what Is drunken smashing of glasses? Is It
so real to go around flinging them over your shoulder
and pretending you’re a Russlan?”

“Why do you keep harping on that? | was drunk
then. | wasn’t in control.”

“Richard — love,” she almost hissed with antago-
nism, “you are always In control. | don't belleve there
was ever a time when you didn't know exactly what
you were doing.”

“Look, this is pointless. Why don't we just call It
quits now? Over The end.”

“It should never have begun. It had no future.
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You're not one of us. You never could be, no matter
how hard you tried. You can't even understand!”

“Christ, what makes you think I'd want to be one
of you, you arrogant . . . He stumbled over feelings
too powerful to articulate, but his whitening knuckles
and the cheek muscles working tortuously in his face
said enough.

“What makes you think you're important enough
for me to want to give up whatever crummy thing it
is you think | stand for?"” he was finally abie to say.
“What makes you think. . . .?”

“l don’t have to think anything. | know," she inter-
rupted, her large eyes like black, pain-filled laser points
assaulting his defences, razing them completely.

“Pretty damn sure, aren't you?" he said, swallowing
the quiver that threatened his voice.

She turned her eyes inward, feeling herself des-
troyed.

“You're crying, Richard. Hadn't you noticed?”
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