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Editorial

The Holocaust as
History

Serge |. Liberman

The Holocaust has, in the past 30 or more years, given rise
to a host of questions.

In a recently-published volume of essays, ‘“The Holocaust
in Historical Perspective”,* Yehuda Bauer, head of the in-
stitute of Contemporary Jewry at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, has focussed a sharp light on these.

“What were the bases of Nazi Jew-hatred?”’, he asks.
“What in Christian theology and popular anti-Semitism,
prepared the ground? Who were the murderers? . . . When was
the mass murder planned, and how? Who built the gas
chambers? What was the reaction of the victims? . . . Was
there a way of rescue? What were the relations between Jew
and non-Jew in the European countries occupied by the Nazis?
What were the demographic, cultural, psychological con-
sequences of the Holocaust? How did the State of Israel, into
which two-thirds of the survivors immigrated, emerge, just
three years after the mass murder? What are the effects of the
Holocaust on the Jewish people, in Israel and in the Diaspora?
What is the responsibility of the free world towards this
event?’’ (P.46).

And in a more general way, he asks, “What is the mean-
ing of it to the Jewish people, and to others?”’ and “Who can
tell who the Jews will be next time?"’ (Pp. 48, 49).

Although he is categorical that much more accurate and
conscientious factual research still needs to be done into all of
these aspects, Bauer goes part of the way towards answering
the questions he poses. His approach is a historical one, far
removed from the literary-allegorical one of Katzetnik (Yehiel
Dinur) and Elie Wiesel and the philosophical-theological one of
such contemporary thinkers as Fackenheim, Maybaum and
Berkovits who have dealt with the Holocaust phenomenon. His
essays deal successively with the ideological pseudo-religious
background of Nazi anti-Semitism and the reaction of the
Jewish leadership in the West, particularly in America, to the
emerging information of the mass murder of Jews in Europe;
with post-War attempts, both well-meaning on the one hand
and malignant on the other, to mystify or obscure or deny what
really happened; with the diverse responses of non-Jews —
both of religious and secular leaders and of the common peo-
ple — in Axis, occupied, Allied and neutral countries; and with
the illustrative ill-fated Joel Brand mission to negotiate the
release of one million Jews in Hungary from death and the part
played by the Allies to foil the plan.

Nazi Jew-hatred was the central pillar of a pseudo-religion
extending back into the nineteenth century that transformed
accepted moral values into their opposite, but within the
framework of accepted and traditional ideas. Thus the Chris-

*(Published by the Australian University Press 1978 180 pp $9.95).
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tian Trinity of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost became the Ger-
manic trinity of Father of the State, Son of the Race, the Spirit
of the Volk. Against this stood the Jew, embodied in the Anti-
Christ, the Devil, the incarnation of evil, the bearer of social
and physical disease, the ugly Lucifer who tried to rape and
thereby contaminate non-Jewish (i.e. Aryan) women, and the
parasite “‘battening on the substance of others”, bringing
sickness and destruction upon cultures. This concept of the
Jew, ingrained in the German folk-mentality, coupled with
repeated advocacy of his forcible exterpation from German
Society, prepared the ground for the acceptance of the suc-
cessive steps taken against him, from the early boycotts of
1933 through the Kristallnacht of 1938 and subsequent forced
emigration to the East towards the ultimate “‘Final Solution”" —
the total physical extermination of the Jew.

Western Jewish reaction to the events in Europe, even
when accurate information became available, was muddled. It
ran the gamut of incredulity, hope that it might prove a mere
nightmare, despair, a desire for immediate action,
helplessness, and a desire to escape from responsibility behind
words or meaningless action. Despite pleas from the Jewish
Agency officials in Geneva, Istanbul and Palestine, rescue
action was not forthcoming. The outcome was a fatalistic
acceptance of the ““fact’” that nothing could be done to help
the Jews, or indeed any other persecutes in Europe, and that
the only plausible solution was to win the war quickly and save
whatever could be saved that way. To that end, anything that
might hamper the war effort — for example, rescue plans or
the bombing of Auschwitz, that might divert means and
manpower from pursuit of victory — could not be justified.
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The question of attitudes of non-Jews to Jews is a com-
plex one indeed which Yehuda Bauer deals with country by
country. Generalisations are impossible. Differences in motiva-
tions, national traditions, religious and political and economic
circumstances in different countries produced different
responses ranging from active collaboration with the Nazis in
the persecution of the Jews (e.g. the Croats), through
resistance to Nazism combined with equally virulent
murderous hostility towards the Jew (as in Poland and the
Ukraine), indifference to him (e.g. Spain), to active protection
(as in Italy, Denmark and the Low Countries). Wherever there
was repression, there were also a number of heroic individuals
(from clergy down to peasant families) for whom basic morality
counted and who saved Jews from death at the risk of their
own lives. As Bauer writes, “‘in the darkness of Gentile at-
titudes to Jews, there shone many bright lights. In places
where the darkness was black indeed, the lights, though few,
shone much brighter”’. (P. 91).

What is particularly perturbing in our own day, more than
three decades after the event, is the attempt to whitewash
Nazism and its deeds. A growing number of reputable scholars
such as A. J. P. Taylor and Geoffrey Barraclough as well as
what to Bauer are neo-Nazi gutter historians of the ilk of Paul
Rassiner and A. R. Butz are writing a revisionist version of Nazi
history. Where the latter do not categorically deny the gassing
of Jews or claim that the evidence for Nazi atrocities — the
testimonies of criminal and victim, documents and
photographs — are forgeries, they accuse the Jews of
inventing the story of their murder or of collaboration with the
Nazis in their own destruction. The more “refined” historians
either de-demonise Hitler by portraying him as a perfectly
normal human being who knew nothing of the murders of
Jews before 1943 (David Irving, Joachim Fest) or absolve
Germany of primary responsibility for the Second World War
(A. J. P. Taylor) or regard Nazism as a regrettable brief episode
to the more pressing issue of Communism. To quote Bauer
once again, these intellectuals “have created the pre-
conditions for a rehabilitation of Nazism and have thereby
paved the way for a linkup between revisionist history and neo-
Nazi pseudo-scientific gutter history (and) it is by no means
certain that spreading the teaching of the Holocaust . . . will
successfully prevent such untoward development.” (P. 43).

In this short, valuable book, Bauer cannot, of course,
answer all the questions he has raised. It is doubtful indeed
whether any one man can encompass all the issues that the
Holocaust tosses up. As a history, Lucy Dawidowicz's ““The
War Against the Jews 1933-1945"", for example, is more com-
prehensive and satisfying. But Bauer, ever insisting upon the
need to study the period as history, does point the way.

In doing so, he confronts the reader with two particularly
important insights.

To his Jewish readers, those who have not had to endure
the physical agonies themselves, he states: “You are the sur-
vivors of the Holocaust. It is only by accident that your
parents, or grandparents or great-grandparents came here and
did not stay there as their relatives did. You must find out who
you are, where you come from, what the Jewish people lost in
the gas-chambers and the shooting pits”’. (P. 48).

Elsewhere, he writes that the Holocaust is unique. As a
policy of total physical annihilation of a nation or a people, it is
unique in that it has happened only once in history — although
the massacre of the Armenians during World War |, the
slaughter of the Sudanese Blacks, the annihilation of the Ibos
in Africa have been near-Holocausts. But, in another sense, it
is not unique. “‘Events happen because they are possible,”
Bauer writes, (and) “‘if they are possible once, they are possible
again’’. The Holocaust therefore stands as "‘a warning for the
future’” (P. 37). The warning, naturally, is not confined to
Jews. That would be too narrow a perspective and unworthy
of a people that has endured so much. The Holocaust is a
phenomenon not of the past but of the continuing present
potentially affecting all peoples. Therefore, it dare neither be
forgotten nor minimised nor mystified, either by Jew or Gen-
tile. For, to repeat Bauer’s metaphorical question once again,
““Who can tell who the Jews will be next time?"
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KADIMAH ART
EXHIBITION
1979

Opening on Sunday 29th April, the Kadimah presented its
third Annual Art Exhibition, with an excellent collection of oils,
water colours, the graphic arts and sculptures. The general ex-
cellence of the show was commendable.

In browsing through the display, one recognises the strong
creative force which makes possible the 180 works on display.
One has learned to expect the high quality of works by Martha
Ash, and her vitreous enamels and mixed media, for example
her ‘Girl with the Book’, add to her reputation.

Powerful etchings by Louis Kahan reveal magnificent line
techniques and ‘Flight into Egypt’ adds a note of whimsicality
to a very interesting creation. The strong portrait of Moses is
quite moving. ‘Pupil and Master’ shows exciting control of line.

‘Boats’ by E. Klurman stands out among the group of oils by
this artist, and the special works on glass by Adela Shaw (e.g.
‘In Chaider Hot Zi Mich Getribn’ and ‘Wen Ich Tracht’) add
great charm and beauty. Striking colour harmony is seen in Eva
Nissen’s ‘“Wattles in the Backyard’, and the Pen-and-ink draw-
ings of Marianne Roth show very good craftsmanship. Lola
Szyman in her watercolour landscapes reveals excellent sense
of design.

Some very dramatic charcoal drawings by Pistol, e.g. ‘Story’
and ‘Tiberias and Jerusalem’ are vivid and have strong tonal
qualities. Sonya Weinfeld presents some lovely oils and the
series from ‘Fiddler on the Roof’ afford great thematic material.
‘Joy’ is a little gem.

Portraits by V. Geoghegan show excellent likenesses to their
subjects but create a somewhat grim effect by the too-
vigorous black outlines. ‘Aboriginal Country’ gives Hymie
Slade the opportunity to elaborate his technique with good ef-
fect, and the etchings of Morris Davis illustrate line-form and
colour, as in ‘Iris” and ‘Boats at Harbour’, and ‘Summer Heat'
should be noted.

Etka Wolowski's ‘Discussion’ is painted with great strength.
Anna Zandberg provides some excellent works (e.g. ‘Spring’),
and good portrait technique is shown by Frances Einhorn.
Rose Dorin presents a happy colourful painting in ‘Frolic’.

Two sculptured figures of great sensitivity are those of Karl
Duldig, and the clay figures of L. Wolowski are full of action
and movement.

Mention should be made of Loy Lichtman, the subtle work
of Josef Silberstein (e.g. ‘Somewhere’), Aviva Kamil
(‘Lerderderg Gorge’) and the very creative contribution of
Charles Aisen who delineates life situations through the
medium of metal scraps in a truly remarkable fashion.

Works by I. M. Lewin, Rose Rubenstein and Hertha
Swiatowy add a colourful note to the show.

Altogether, the exhibition provides a balanced cross-section
of imaginative creative works of fine quality and the Kadimah is
to be congratulated in its encouragement of the arts in this
way, although perhaps comment should be made on the inade-
quate lighting of the exhibition which deprives many good
works of their true quality.

M.C.D.
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ZIONISM — CONFRONTING THE 1980's

JOSEPH SOLVEY!

The saying “Embarras de Richesse’? is undoubtedly ap-
plicable to Zionism. Unlike most other ideologies that have to
go into deep casuistries to explain their achievements, Zionism
has achieved what it aimed to achieve, and more, in a
minimum of time and without apologies. Its goal was the
establishment of a Jewish National Home in Palestine; the
achievement: a Jewish State in Palestine. Not only has it
achieved Herzl's dream, but it has also, to a very large extent,
fulfilled Ahad Ha’am's vision of a Homeland for Judaism. Even
the ultra-orthodox who countered the establishment of the
Jewish State with the slogan Ein shinui (no change) cannot
stop the tide and are very often giving in without admitting to
it.

And vet, in spite of the enormous success that fills every
Jew with pride and makes him emotionally a Zionist, some
Jews try to dissociate themselves from the label of Zionism, as
if it were treif. The psychological factors behind it are un-
doubtedly very interesting and important. A proper assessment
of the problem is to be undertaken.

One of the factors that gives rise to most questions is the
very fact that Zionism has achieved its aim. Is there any sense
in Zionism after the establishment of the State? Is not Zionism
an anachronism?

The consequences of this logical reasoning are two-fold.

One school of thought represented by Arthur Koestler
(himself an ardent Zionist) is “either-or”’. There is a state of
Israel which has its doors open to every Jew. Consequently,
there is no Golah (exile). The Jews have to make up their
minds; go to Israel if they want to remain Jews or to retain their
Jewish identity, or to stay put and assimilate.

The other school of thought, best represented by Ben-
Gurion, is that there is no need for a World Zionist Organisa-
tion, a body which should be replaced by Friends of Israel. As
to Zionism, Jews should either go on Aliya or stop calling
themselves Zionists. This point of view was shared by most
Israelis until 1967 when they realised that Israel had no other
allies but Diaspora Jewry.

Both schools failed to conquer the hearts of either the
Yishuv or the Diaspora, hence the need for a reassessment of
the problem.

In reassessing the problem, one must bear in mind that emo-
tional factors must be considered no less than rational ones.
Both Koestler and Ben-Gurion failed because their analyses
and conclusions were built on purely rational foundations. All
the reassessing becomes futile if one disregards “dos pintele
Yid” — the deep-seated Jewish consciousness which may be
dormant for a few generations, but given a jerk, comes out in
full strength.

A new attempt to redefine Zionism is the Jerusalem Pro-
gramme. Its clauses affirm

1) The unity of the Jewish People and the centrality of Israel
in Jewish life;

2) The ingathering of the Jewish People in its historic
homeland Eretz Israel through Aliyah from all countries;

3) The strengthening of the State of Israel which is based
upon the prophetic vision of justice and peace;

4) The preservation of the identity of the Jewish People
through the fostering of Jewish and Hebrew education and of
Jewish spiritual and cultural values;

5) The protection of Jewish rights everywhere.

1. Mr. Joseph Solvey is a Past President of the Zionist Federation of
Australia and of the State Zionist Council of Victoria, has also been
Honorary Secretary of the ‘’Kadimah’” and a member of the Executive
of the Victorian Jewish Board of Deputies.

2. “Embarras de richesse” — more wealth than one knows how to deal
with.
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As can be seen, this Programme embodies all previous
elements and spells them out in quite clear terms.

Clause 1) — affirming the unity of the Jewish People and the
centrality of Israel — illustrates the very emotional element
discussed above. It reaffirms the very basis of our existence as
expressed in the old saying “Kol Isroel Khaverim” (all Jews
are brethren). But it also contains the new emotional element
of the centrality of Israel. This is the part that has caused a
great deal of controversy, mainly amongst the remnants of the
anti-Zionist bodies. This point can be misconstrued as the
abandonment of the Diaspora, which it is not. But the suspi-
cion could remain were it not for the other points to be discuss-
ed below.

Clause 2) — dealing with the ingathering of the Jewish Peo-
ple into Eretz Israel — was, in its time, the most controversial
item at the Zionist Congress after the establishment of the
Jewish State. Originally, the main opposition came from the
United States, particularly from Hadassa. To call the U.S.A. a
galuth (exile) or even tfutzah (dispersion) was anathema to
American Jewry. It took them a few years to realise that even
the U.S.A. may one day cease to be a homeland for the Jews.
This point is still more of a wish than a reality. It is to this very
day by no means a closed chapter and will most likely re-
emerge for debate in future discussions on ideology.

Clause 3) — the strengthening of the Jewish State based on
the prophetic vision of justice and peace — is the least con-
troversial point. The latter part of the sentence 's meant as a
sop to the left wing of the social spectrum of world Jewry. At
the same time, it is a reflection of the original ideology of the
Second Aliya, which has left as indelible stamp on Jewish
society.

Clause 4) — the preservation of the,identity of the Jewish
people — is undoubtedly the most important point of the
Jerusalem Programme. It is the reaffirmation of the very b_as.ls
of the Jew's existence. All his sufferings through the millenia in
Exile are the result of his desire to preserve his identity. The
wheel, the rack and the stake could not break his determina-
tion to do so. While it would be hard to imagine a Jew today
opposing this point, its formulation and its implications leave
room for hectic debates.

Clause 5) — the protection of Jewish rights everywhere —
which was the quintessence of the work done_by various
Jewish organisations in the Diaspora, has acquired a new
meaning since the establishment of the Jewish State.

In the past, a fight for Jewish rights was like a plant without
roots. There was no backing, no terrain to which to retreat in
order to regroup and then to reattack. At best, the recourse
was to organise shtadlones, appealing to people’s con-
science, compassion, ideology and sense of justice. Today, it
has a different meaning. Today there isa new reality behl_nd
that fight for Jewish rights. There is backing by a sovereign
state whose historic task is to provide protection and, if need
arise, shelter to Jews forced to leave their country of domicile.

This is a very important benefit (some would view it as a
repayment of debts) for the Diaspora, and will undoubtedly
figure in all future formulations and definitions.

The Jerusalem Programme is a very important document. It
is far more than a stop-gap, but it is not yet the final version. It
lacks something that would make it a corner-stone, a self-
explanatory historic dictum. What is required Stl!l is a concep-
tion fully acceptable to world Jewry, something taken for
granted and beyond serious doubts.

In order to come closer to a solution we must redefine the
problem lying in the path of the aims under consideration.

One of the difficulties facing the Zionist Movement is the
simple fact that one cannot please everybody simultaneously.

The religious Jew is disappointed with the secular aspect of
the Jewish State. He expected the Talmud to become the law
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of the land and the Knesset to be a Sanhedrin. Reality is far dif-
ferent. Although the religious Jew in Israel can live a full
Jewish life and observe all the mitzvoth, it irks him to see the
desecration of the Sabbath; it irks him too to have to shut his
eyes to the realities of Kashruth and particularly to have to ac-
cept legislation which is not based on the Shulkhan Aruch.

The socialist of the Second Aliya — the social-democrat —
is perturbed by the upheaval in the kibbutzim caused by the in-
troduction of hired labour. The doctrinnaire Marxist watches
helplessly how the young members of the kibbutzim become
indifferent to the tenets of Marxism. The egalitarian aspect of
the kibbutz is becoming shaky. The idea that every member of
the kibbutz can perform any type of work is beginning to wear
thin. The financial responsibilities of a kibbutz require a dif-
ferent type of training than that of an agricultural worker. Thus
a new type of kibbutz leadership is beginning to emerge, a
leadership based on ability and specific skills.

Finally come the remnants of the 19th-Century Liberals, the
most idealistic (and probably the most severe) group who are
disappointed by the corruption they see in Israel, by the
militarisation and the political fragmentation of the society.
They, who were brought up in an environment where the Jew
had to be better than the surrounding gentiles, feel hurt by
what others consider as ‘“‘normalcy”’.

It is obvious that no definition per se can satisfy everybody,
nor is it meant to do so. A platform of any party, political or
otherwise, is a compromise. It is acceptable as long as there is
a broad base of agreement that can unite the.various sections
of the party (or group).

Can such a platform for Zionism be devised? If so, how? The
answer to the first question is “‘yes’. After all, Zionism is
nothing else but the implementation of the messianic idea by
modern means and in @ modern interpretation. The whole ra-
tionale for the Jew's existence was based on the firm belief in
the messianic dream. The fulfiment of the dream is the
justification of Zionism, its raison d’etre. It consequently
stands to reason that such a platform must exist, and must ac-
cordingly be found. The main problem is: how?

One of the obstacles is of a psycho-geographical nature.

Although the need for reformulation of Zionism is essentially a
problem for the Diaspora, the pressure for it comes from
Jerusalem. There is at least at present the concern of the Ex-
ecutive of the World Zionist Organisation that is constantly
pressing the Zionist Organisation all over the world to start
thinking about it. The call for seminars, workshops, ideological
conferences in order to discuss these problems comes mostly,
if not entirely, from Jerusalem. Yet it should be the concern of
the Zionists in the Diaspora. The Israelis themselves are not
directly concerned with that particular problem; they have their
own problems.

Thus one of the avenues to be explored is to make the
Zionist leadership in the Diaspora aware of the vital impor-
tance of that problem, so as to make them take the initiative in
the matter. It is of utmost importance that the leadership
realise that the cables from Jerusalem are not just attempts to
fill in time in theoretical casuistries, but real and vital problems
affecting the future of Zionism and of Israel-Diaspora relations.

Another matter is Israel itself. Whilst, as mentioned before,
Israelis are not directly concerned with this problem, it is im-
portant that they be made aware of it. The ignorance of Israelis
in this domain is catastrophic. Drawing their attention to the
issue would be hasbarah (explanation) in reverse, and very im-
portant.

Some more food for thought is our own assessment of the
situation in the Diaspora. The days of Dr. Nahum Goldmann'’s
dictum that “We've never had it so good” are coming to an
end. Russian Jewry represents the first crack in that beautiful
facade. In a comparatively short time (on a historical scale),
Russian Jewry sank from a position of (relative) well-being to
the level of second-class citizens. The masses of Russian Jews
leaving Russia are the first Jewish community on the “‘agen-
da"”.

Today, Iranian Jewry is number two. Within a matter of
weeks, as if out of the blue, Iranian Jewry came to face a very
bleak future.

And this is not the end of it. The sands of time are running
out, the clock continues to tick and we must prepare to face
similar situations in the future.

JEWISH REFUGEES ex U.S.S.R.

Report by Walter M. Lippmann, Executive Vice-President, Federation of Australian Jewish
Welfare Societies

Issues concerning the position of Jews in the USSR, their
right to emigrate, the rate of emigration and their destination,
as well as their resettlement have occupied the attention of
Jewish leadership almost continuously since the conclusion of
World War II. If | may commence this paper with a brief

recollection of my personal involvement with this issue, |
would recall that it was over the right of Jews who wish to

leave the Soviet Union, that we should campaign for their
freedom to do so, that | resigned from the Jewish Council to
Combat Fascism and Anti-Semitism as far back as 1951. This
paper, however, is not designed to address itself to the political
aspects of this issue. Rather it is prepared to present an up-to-
date report on issues involved in the resettlement of those
Jews who are leaving the Soviet Union and, in particular, the
resettlement of those choosing Australia as the place where
they desire to settle.

Overview: The total number of Jews in the Soviet Union
is generally accepted as being approximately three million. The
proportion of those wishing to emigrate as against those con-
tent to stay is almost impossible to estimate. What is known is
that particularly since the Six Day War in 1967, the numbers
prepared to face the hardships arising from an application for a
permit to emigrate has grown steadily. Whilst in the early days,
the movement consisted primarily of those with strong Zionist
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and Jewish motivations seeking reunion with their brethren in
the Jewish Homeland, in recent years the movement includgd
many whose motivations included reunion with families in
other parts of the Western world, improvement of their social
and political positions, and greater opportunities for their
children. It must also be noted that as this movement increas-
ed, the numbers of Russian Jews having families and friends in
the Western world and wishing to join them has increased. To
date, approximately 170,000 Jews have left the Soviet Union
during the past ten years. Of these, roughly 135,000 have settl-
ed in Israel, whilst the number assisted by the HIAS and the
Joint Distribution Committee to resettle in the United States,
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Latin America and Westqm
Europe amounted to about 35,000. Of these, the vast majority
have settled in the United States. The total number absorbed
in Australia to 31.10.78 amounted to 1767. A breakdown of the
figures for 1977 shows that of the ‘dropouts’, 86% went to the
USA, 5% % to Canada, 6% to Australia and New Zealand,
whilst 2% % went to Western European countries and a small
number to Latin America.

Current rate: During 1978, the movement of Jews from
the Soviet Union has shown a significant increase. In the
period from January to July, the total number of arrivals at
Vienna was 13,362. Of these, 7482 (56%) opted to go to
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Western countries, whilst 44% went to Israel. From this
average monthly rate of 1900, the August arrivals increased to
2274. September showed a further increase to nearly 2600,
whilst the October figure achieved a record arrival figure of
3286. Of the total arrivals during the past three months of ap-
proximately 8200, 4627 dropped out of the movement to Israel
(56.4%) and are seeking resettlement elsewhere. The number
registering for Australia during the last three months was 238
(i.e. about 5% of dropouts).

Noshrim (Drop-outs): Much can and is being said about
the position of those dropping out of the movement of Russian
Jews to Israel. Everybody concerned with the movement
agrees that the maximum number should be encouraged to go
to Israel. But having said this, we must also — in the words of
Gaynor Jacobson, Executive Vice-President of HIAS, in a
major paper on this problem (copy of which can be made
available on request) — “‘perceive Soviet Jews as fellow Jews
and human beings endowed with hopes, dreams, aspirations
as to the future and desires to shape their destinies in accor-
dance with their own unique visions and goals — whether
these coincide with ours or not. To exercise these human at-
tributes, they must have freedom of choice as to destination,
lifestyle and means to achieve it . . . we must do whatever
possible to make this freedom of choice available to them."”

This position is also accepted by my colleagues and, |
believe, by the leadership of Australian Jewry. Our task
therefore is to facilitate the settlement of those who seek their
new home in Australia. The rest of this paper is therefore ad-
dressed to this question.

The position in Rome: At the time of my visit there (end
of September 1978), over 4000 Jewish refugees were in Rome
and about 700 in Vienna, being catered for by HIAS/JDC,
awaiting permits for resettlement. The average waiting time for
a US visa is 3-4 months (steps are afoot to reduce this by the
end of the year to a maximum waiting time of three months).
For Australia, the average waiting time exceeds seven months
(some cases presenting — often relatively minor — medical
problems are on our list since July 1977, i.e. 15 months).

Russian Jews for Australia:
Migration to 31.10.78:

our case and anxious to help expedite the processing involved.
(I might interpose here that whilst in recent months, the rate of
interviewing applicants for Australia was at the rate of approx-
imately 20-25 families per month, the rate was stepped up in
October to 33 families and in November to at least 43 families).
The major delays, however, occur as a result of staff shortages
to cope with the tasks confronting Australian migration and
medical officers in Rome, and the procedures — particularly in
the medical area — imposed upon them. (e.g. X-rays are sent
to London for analysis, then in cases of queries to Canberra,
before the doctor in Rome can make a decision).

In view of the fact that these represent all Russian-born
persons arriving as settlers, this figure may appear to be irrele-
vant to our particular aspect. They are nevertheless included to
illustrate the maximum margin of Russians other than Jews
and ““Yordim’’ (Russian Jews who have left Israel and are com-
ing to Australia under sponsorship other than Jewish Welfare).

Age: An analysis of the age distribution of the Russian
Jews who have settled in Melbourne between 1973 and 1977
indicates a very desirable profile:

Infants 5.1%
School age 24.7%
Working age 63.8%
Aged 4.4%

Employment position: It would lead too far to include in
this paper a detailed breakdown of the occupations of the Rqs—
sian Jewish immigrants or a comparison between their skills
and the level of employment found for them or by them.
Although these are important considerations, for the purpose
of this paper it may suffice to indicate that of those of working
age —

71.1% are employed ;
6.3% are engaged in retraining or full-time study
1.9% are unable to work (handicapped etc.) )
20.7% were unemployed at the time of the analysis.

According to the record of the Welfare Societies, the following table reflects the Australian intake of Jewish refugees from the

Soviet Union:

Total no. Melb. Sydney

1973 52 10
1974 1M 62
1975 295 92 184
1976 324 189 127
1977 506 292 212
1978 575 277 285

1863 922 808

Adel. Perth Brisbane other
42
49
4 10 5
1 3 4
2
13
5 28 9 91

Australian Bureau of Statistics figures of settler arrivals in Australia, according to country of birth, show a somewhat larger

migration of Russians, viz.

Vic. NSW Qld.
1975: 417 136 204 12
1976: 456 233 176 8
1977: 662 319 243 -]

I he cost of such waiting periods to Jewish organisations
is, of course, enormous. Added to this must be the
psychological effect this prolonged period of enforped idleness
and delayed uncertainty about resettlement is having upon the
refugees themselves.

| discussed this matter in Rome with the Australian Am-
bassador, the Senior Migration Officer and his assistant, and
have also taken it up since my return with the Secretary and
senior officers of the Department of Immigration and Ethnic
Affairs.

All of them are conscious of the problem, sympathetic to
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S.A. W.A. ACT Not
stated

17 8 - 37

1" 6 2 20

1 14 - 70

In explanation of the high percentage for unemployed, it
must be stressed that this study included males and females
and the unemployed figure includes non-working housewives.
A breakdown of the unemployed by sex in fact shows that
13% of the males are unemployed, whilst the percentage for
females is 29%.

Integration into the community: Until the results of a
study currently being carried out by a post-graduate scholar at
Monash University are available, we can only provide an im-
pressionistic assessment of the integration of the group of Rus-
sian Jewish refugees who have settled in Australia. This con-
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tains, of course, the dangers of oversimplification, generalisa-
tion and the omission of significant deviations. Conscious of
these, | confine myself in this paper to saying that our ex-
perience in Melbourne is that many Russian Jews are sending
their children to Jewish day schools and significant numbers
clearly identify as Jews, a good many showing attachment to
the Yeshivah group. Attendances at Sederim and a Purim par-
ty arranged especially for Russian Jews have been surprisingly
high. Social groups are beginning to emerge between them,
similar to Landsmannschaften, and a good many of them have
developed social contacts with members of the Jewish com-
munity.

This does not mean that problems do not exist, that inter-
married couples (and we have accepted a number of them in
Melbourne) do not exist, and that among any groups of im-
migrants there will not always be some who have difficulties in
adjusting to new environments and conditions.

In the case of the Russian Jews, it must always be borne
in mind that they have to face a culture shock of major dimen-
sions in resettling in our capitalist type of society after their life-
span, education, work experience and socialisation in Russia.
Similarly, their Jewish background is primarily that of secular
identification with little previous experience or knowledge of
Jewish religious life, traditions or practices.

HIAS, ORT and the Joint are making increasing efforts to
utilize the period of their enforced stay in Rome to provide not
only classes to learn English, but also opportunities to gain
Jewish experiences and knowledge.

Generally our experience has been that given time, con-
genial support — particularly from Russian-speaking members
of our community — and the opportunity to develop social
contacts at their own speed of adjustment, the overwhelming
number of Russian Jews have settled well in our community,
and will represent valuable additions to it.

(For those who are interested, a statement of the Welfare
Societies’ resettlement programme in greater detail is
available.)

The task ahead: The prime purpose of this report is to
acquaint Australian Jewry with the increasing task confronting
us as a result of the current rate of emigration, the numbers
seeking resettlement and more particularly, those seeking
resettlementin Australia.

At the time of my visit at the end of September, there
were 162 family units consisting of 465 people in Rome waiting
for permits to resettle in Australia. (The October intake added a
further 71). A rough analysis shows that 51% apply for
Melbourne, 43% for Sydney and 6% without specified
Australian destination.

In this context, reference must be made to the fact that
most Russian Jews reach some decision about where they
wish to resettle long before they leave the Soviet Union. After
all, they make a conscious decision to break with their ac-
customed way of life and surroundings. In reaching such a
decision, mature men and women need to have some vision as
to why and where they seek the alternative home and life for
themselves and their families. The reasons for the decision
they reach vary, but are often determined by the presence of
relatives and/or friends and their reports about particular
places. These are important factors in determining their settle-
ment which cannot and should not be lightly changed. The
numbers, therefore, whose decision about the place of their
resettlement can be influenced are limited.

An observation | feel bound to make in view of the fre-
quently expressed desire of the less populous States for more
immigrants to be “’sent”” there. Immigrants can be encouraged
towards particular places of settlement, but the ultimate deci-
sion must remain theirs, after weighing all the factors in the
light of their own priorities of relevance.

Added importance attaches to this comment as a result of
a recent approach by the Department of Immigration to the
Federation of Jewish Welfare Societies, through me, about the
possibility of encouraging some of the Jewish refugees from
the Soviet Union to settle in Tasmania.
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At this stage, we are more conscious of the disadvantages
and problems arising from such a proposal, and are therefore
not likely to rush into any commitment relating to it. We
believe, however, that it deserves careful examination, and are
therefore currently assessing the problems arising from such a
proposal and the feasibility of its implementation, in consulta-
tion with the leadership of the Hobart Hebrew Congregation
and relevant Ministers of the Tasmanian Government.

Conclusion: Challenge and Opportunity

Arising from the situation of Jewish refugees from the
Soviet Union described in this paper, the immediate task facing
Australian Jewry is to relieve the great pressures (physical as
well as financial) experienced by Jewish organisations in caring
for the over 4000 refugees accumulated in Rome.

On the representations of the F.A.J.W.S., the 1978/79
Immigration Programme includes provision for the admission
of approximately 1500 Russian Jews. What is needed is for us
to persuade the Government to expedite the processing in
Rome, so that the accumulated backlog can be cleared speedi-
ly and future intake be processed within a maximum of three
months. This is primarily a task of the FAJWS.

The community as a whole is confronted with the task of
helping to integrate the Russian Jews already here. In this
regard, increased involvements are needed, owing to the in-
creasing numbers likely to settle here during the next year.

We must realise that this migration represents an oppor-
tunity to strengthen our communities not only numerically. In
their demographic composition, their occupational skills and
their human qualities, Russian Jews will represent valuable ad-
ditions to Australian Jewry. Welfare Societies have accepted
the responsibility for their reception, orientation and initial set-
tlement. Other community groups — organisations, congrega-
tions and individuals — need to take an increasing interest in
helping to attract these newcomers to our communal life, with
empathy and understanding.

| hope that this report will help us to face our share of the
task confronting world Jewry in speedily resettling the Jewish
refugees who have been able to leave the Soviet Union.

THE BOMB

Little faces pressed against the window,
Small hands leaving imprints on the pane,
Wondering eyes looking around,

asking questions,

Why? . . . they say.

How could it happen?

Tears trickle down and grimy fists

fiercely rub them away.

What monster could do this?

Destroy it all in one foul swoop.

DEPARTURE

An arm stretches out throwing off the blankets
Two feet appear, groping for slippers.

An imprint on the bed,

Drips from the tap,

Crumbs on the table,

Toothpaste glistening on the mirror,

A coat-hanger left swinging on the rail,
Perfume in the air.

Suddenly a door slams,

Muffled footsteps descend the staircase . . .
Silence.

Yvette Bentata
(aged 17)
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Current Status of Christian-Jewish Dialogue

BY BRIAN FOXB.H.L., M.A.

While Dialogue between Jews and Christians is still in its
early tenuous stages in Europe, America and Israel, in Australia
it is almost non-existent. Overseas it is nothing for Jews and
Christians to eat, study, pray and even think together: not so in
Australia. One should not be too surprised at this. Overseas it
has long been the custom for Progressive and Orthodox Rabbis
to work together and speak at the same communal functions.
In this, too, Australian Jewry is still in the Dark Ages. One
might ask: If Jews can’t talk to each other meaningfully,
without rancour, what chance is there of their talking with
anyone else?

What Dialogue there is — both internationally and in
Australia — has been initiated by the Catholic Church. Pro-
testants have also been involved but the thrust for dialogue
was Vatican |l (1962-65).

In one sense — albeit negative — the history of the
Church has continually been a history of dialogue with Jews.
Vatican Il was the latest in a series of ““Jewish’’ Councils.

At the first World Council every delegate was a Jew. It
took place in Jerusalem and it is found recorded in the Book of
Acts, Chapter 15. That Council abolished the Halacha as a
basis for Christian life. In every successive Council Jews were
present in spirit. The aim was usually to break down the poten-
tial influence the Jew might have over Christians. In one Coun-
cil, Jews were prevented from seeking or holding public office
in a Christian community. At another, an edict was passed
preventing Jews from owning Christian slaves or servants. Ata
third (the Fourth Lateran Council of 1215) the prelates decreed
a distinctive garb and badge for the Jews. And yet another
restricted the right of Jews to live wherever they chose and laid
the groundwork for the institution of the ghetto.

More has been achieved outside Australia, in establishing
proper Jewish-Catholic (and from there Jewish-Christian) rela-
tions than ever before. For ease of reading let us summarize:

At the 20th ecumenical council (Vatican 1, 1869-70), “‘an
abortive attempt was made to deal with the Jews"".1

The Second Vatican Council (1962-65), called on the in-
itiative of Pope John XXIII, also dealt with the attitude of the
Catholic Church toward Judaism and culminated in the
declaration Nostra Aetate ("'In Our Time"'), the first, albeit
weak, attempt by the Church to come to terms with the Jews
and Judaism. Pope John’s genuine desire to free Jews from
the crime of deicide (and even to free all the Jews at the time)
was watered down by the Council.

Spurred on by advances in the Catholic Church, the Pro-
testants have also worked at Dialogue.

In 1965, the World Council of Churches (representing all
Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox Churches) and the
Synagogue Council of America (representing Reform —
Australian Liberal or Progressive —, Conservative and Or-
thodox — though not ultra-Orthodox-Judaism) made tenuous
efforts at dialogue. There was no immediate follow-up.

In 1967/68, on the initiative of the World Jewish Con-
gress, there were informal meetings at the W.J.C. Head-
quarters in Geneva between 10 Jewish and 13 Chn.stlan
representatives. Little or no publicity came out of this as
dialogue was a hot issue and the representatives were deter-
mined to keep the whole matter on a very low key. However, a
definition of some mutual areas of concern did emerge from
the meeting. These were: 1) Economic and social justice, 2) In-
ternational peace and security, and 3) Human rights.

In 1969, also at Geneva, delegates discussed learned
papers entitled “’Jerusalem in both Traditions”” and “‘Religious
Education and Prejudice”.

The 1970 meeting promised to hold continuing meetings
for consultation. These have occurred annually since then.

*Rabbi Brian Fox was until recently rabbi of the Liberal Synagogue at
the Leo Baeck Centre in Melbourne and has been appointed to Temple
Emanuel Synagogue in Sydney.
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In Australia, Protestant dialogue in the last decade has
tended to be, by and large, stiff, formal and guarded. Rabbis
have always been invited to speak on ““Judaismand . . . ."”" with
questions invited from the audience. The Great Synagogue in
Sydney occasionally holds an Interfaith study circle on a Friday
morning but, again, this is no more than an exercise in showing
what jolly good chaps Jews and Christians are. The Australian
body which comes closest to achieving dialogue is the
predominantly-Protestant Fellowship for Biblical Studies in
Melbourne. This has been going on for many years and its jour-
nal, “The Australian Biblical Review’’, is a good scholarly
publication. Members, usually invited to join by other
members, meet three or four times a year for a meal (non-
Kosher but nothing’s ““forbidden’’), a glass of wine (not for the
Methodists) and to hear and discuss a scholarly paper. New
Testament papers are more frequently presented than those on
Tanakh but we get our equal time. One Rabbi (John Levi) has
been President of the Fellowship and | have served on the
Committee.

So much for the non-Catholic world. For the Catholic
Dialogue is quite a different story. Melbourne boasts
““Shalom’’, The Kew Centre for Jewish-Christian Diglogue
from which the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion go about their work
of breaking down the centuries of prejudice in the
Church. | have personally conducted a Passover Seder with
these nuns and a large group of Catholics and a smaller group
of Jewish youth. Their work tends to be on the level of inviting
Christians to the Centre and also inviting a Rabbi (or other
Jewish authority) to speak. Discussion tends to get down to
tachlis and few speakers come away without having been ex-
plored to the depths of their knowledge and commitment!

Internationally the Catholic scene has been one of con-
stant activity since the Publication of the Vatican Council 1l
declaration in October of 1965. The information and documen-
tation service on Jewish Christian Relations SIDIC was found-
ed a few days after the promulgation of Nostra Aetate. SIDIC
sees that “‘the heart of the biblical and ecumenical attitude (is)
the relationship between Christians and Jews, between the
Church and the Jewish people, which necessarily puts the
Kingdom of God in all its dimensions into the very centre of
faith and life”’.2 In its 1975 Volume, SIDIC surpmarlzed the
work in dialogue in the previous ten years. During tha} time
there were 52 major international meetings between Christians
and Jews in 15 different countries: and never once in
Australia.2

In 1974 Pope Paul VI instituted his Commission of
Religious Relations with the Jews chaired by Cardinal
Willebrands. Meeting in October the commission had produc-
ed its guidelines by December 1st of the same year. Although
many felt it was a true breakthrough in four areas; those of
Dialogue, Liturgy, Teaching and Education, and Social Action,
many Jews were disappointed. Criticism of the document from
Jewish sources focused on the following points:

1) The Guidelines failed to acknowledge the significance
of the State of Israel to Jews everywhere;

2) The Guidelines breathed a missionary spirit, and saw
Catholicism as a fullfilment of Judaism;

3) The document’s alleged advocacy of common prayer
was seen as particularly dangerous;

and 4) Taken as a whole, the document did not reflect any
significant theological advances over Nostra Aetate3.

While one might agree with all, or most, of the above one
must also agree that Catholics have certainly made t.he right
noises about understanding Jews and conducting dialogues
with us. Dialogue might show that there are some Jews who
would admit that some Jews were involved in Jesus crucifix-
ion. For critically speaking, the evidence is not conclusive and
opinions among Jews — and among modern Christians — do
vary. But | wonder if we in Australia are ready for that kind of
thinking among Jewish circles? While dialogue might make
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Jews think again, it will also certainly show the untenability of
the traditional Christian position on the crucifixion. Historically,
Christians have persecuted the Jews for committing an act
which was preordained by God as a result of His love for
mankind. If the crucifixion gave salvation for the Christian why
persecute the Jews? In the past we Jews have been so preoc-
cupied with defending ourselves that we have failed to probe
this question and to point it out. But then polarization never
produced logic.

Dialogue with Christians since 1975 has seen a willingness
to admit that Judaism has not been superseded by Christianity
for many people on this earth and that for those same people
— as for adherents of other Faiths — Christianity has not cor-
nered the market on personal salvation. Some humility appears
to have entered the Christian Church, in that where previously
they had responded to Jewish claims to ‘“Chosenness’’ with a
(superior) Christian claim to “‘Election’’ they are now prepared
to think in terms of a dual covenant. There is further, a glimmer
of admission that in terms of who does or does not get into
Heaven, Judaism and Christianity are equally valid — neither
knows for certain. And so, too, has the Catholic Church begun
to tone down — although by no means remove — its dedica-
tion to the task of converting the Jews to Christianity.
However, the fact is that evangelism is part of the very soul of
Christianity and no one expects ever to see its total abandon-
ment.

For many Jews Dialogue can never really take place as
long as the Church fails to recognise the legitimacy of Israel —
de jure as well as de facto — and also as long as the Church
fails to admit itself responsible for the Holocaust. One could
make the following points: dialogue will not be aided by Jews
or Christians having preconditions; besides, the Church is
gradually coming to realise that its enemies are not the Jewish
people but the socially corrosive forces of secularism in
modern society. When we are no longer seen as enemies to be
destroyed or a challenge to be captured, then the Church may
be more open to coming to terms with modern Jewish history:
both with Israel and the Holocaust.

In May of 1965, there was an ecumenical conference of
Christians and Jews sponsored by Roman Catholics and Pro-
testants in Packard Manse, Stoughton, Massachusetts. The
following quotations are drawn from the publication Packard
Manse Papers which might serve as a further stimulus for
dialogue in Australia.

A Rabbi: “For us, there has never been a dialogue: but
rather a forced debate. If we spoke our minds in the past, it
could be a good reason for a pogrom. So it is pleasurable to
hope for dialogue."”’

A Roman Catholic Priest: “We come into dialogue
waiting to see an antagonism. We hang our weapons at the
door but we constantly keep our eye on our guns. Somehow
we’ve got to learn to trust each other.”’

A Rabbi: “Traditionally, religion has been the greatest op-
ponent of change.”

A Protestant thinker: “The real problem is to recognise
truth wherever it lies . . . . and to incorporate and to affirm it.
We tend to be ghettos in that we won’t recognise truth outside
our own tradition."”’

A Roman Catholic Priest: ’You are the olive tree. We
are the wild branches that have been grafted to you. Are we
willing to recognise that there is a genuine Jewish element that
is the psychological link between us?’’

1. Encyclopaedia Judaica Volume V page 549.
%97%!IDIC Volume VIl No. 3, 1975 “Jewish-Christian Relations 1965-
3. Ibid page 8.

Editor's Addendum

So that the reader may become familiar with the contents
of the Nostra Aetate, the 1965 Declaration of the Relationship
of the Church to Non Christian Religions, referred to in Rabbi
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Fox’s article, an abridged version of the text is appended. It
reads as follows:

“In our times, when every day men are being drawn closer
together and the ties between various peoples are being
multiplied, the Church is giving deeper study to her relationship
with non-Christian religions . . . . all peoples comprise a single
community, and have a single origin, since God made the
whole race of men dwell over the entire face of the earth. One
also is their final goal: God. His providence, His manifestations
of goodness and His saving designs extend to all men against
the day when the elect will be united in that Holy City ablaze
with the splendour of God, where the nations will walk in His
light....

“As this sacred Synod searches into the mystery of the
Church, it recalls the spiritual bond linking the people of the
New Covenant with Abraham’s stock. For the Church of Christ
acknowledges that, according to the mystery of God's saving
design, the beginnings of her faith and her election are already
found among the patriarchs, Moses and the prophets . . . The
Church cannot forget that she received the revelation of the
Old Testament through the people with whom God in His inex-
pressible mercy designed to establish the Ancient Covenant.
Nor can she forget that she draws sustenance from the root of
that good olive tree onto which have been grafted the wild
olive branches of the Gentiles. Indeed, the Church believes
that by His cross Christ, our Peace, reconciled Jew and Gen-
tile, making them both one in Himself . . . . The Church recalls
too that from the Jewish people sprang the apostles, her foun-
dation stones and pillars, as well as most of the early disciples
who proclaimed Christ to the world.

"“As holy Scripture testifies, Jerusalem did not recognise
the time of her visitation, nor did the Jews in large numbers ac-
cept the gospel; indeed, not a few were opposed to the
spreading of it. Nevertheless, according to the Apostle, the
Jews remain most dear to God because of their fathers, for He
does not repent of the gifts He makes nor of the calls He
issues. In company with the prophets and the same Apostle,
the Church awaits that day, known to God alone, on which all
peoples will address the Lord in a single voice and ‘serve him
with one accord’. Since the spiritual patrimony common to
Christians and Jews is thus so great, this sacred Synot_i wishes
to foster and recommend that mutual understanding and
respect which is the fruit of above all of biblical and theological
studies, and of brotherly dialogue.

“True, authorities of the Jews and those who followed
their lead pressed for the death of Christ; still, what happeped
in His passion cannot be blamed upon all Jews then living,
without distinction, nor upon the Jews of today. Although the
Church is the new people of God, the Jews should not be
presented as repudiated or cursed by God, as if such views
followed from the holy Scriptures. All should take pains, ther,1,
lest in catechetical instruction and in the preaching of God'’s
Word they teach anything out of harmony with the truth of the
gospel and the spirit of Christ. The Church repudiates all
persecutions against any man. Moreover, mindful of her com-
mon patrimony with the Jews, and motivated by the gospel’s
spiritual love and by no political considerations, she dep!qres
the hatred, persecutions, and displays of anti-Semitism
directed against the Jews at any time and from any source.
Besides, as the Church has always held and continues to hold,
Christ in His boundless love freely underwent His passion and
death because of the sins of all men, so that all might attain
salvation. Itis, therefore, the duty of the Church’s preaching to
proclaim the cross of Christ as the sign of God's all-embracing
love and as the fountain from which every grace flows.

"“We cannot in truthfulness call upon that God who is the
Father of all if we refuse to act in a brotherly way toward cer-
tain men, created though they be to God’s image. A man’s
relationship with God the Father and his relationship with his
brother men are so linked together that Scripture says: ‘He
who does not love does not know God’'. The ground is
therefore removed from every theory or practice which leads to
a distinction between men or peoples in the matter of human
dignity and the rights which flow from it. As a consequence,
the Church rejects, as foreign to the mind of Christ, any
discrimination against men or harassment of them because of
their race, colour, condition of life, or religion . . . ."”
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Book Reviews

Exile and Return, The Emergence of Jewish Statehood

by Martin Gilbert (Weidenfeld & Nicholson 1978, $23.25)

Reviewed by Dr. M. Verstandig

Martin Gilbert undoubtedly belongs to the new generation
of eminent British-Jewish historians. Within a short period of
time he has paid his dues to the study of history. Appointed to
complete the official biography of Winston Churchill, he has
now published three volumes of the work and six volumes of
documents, as well as a large number of other works, among
them historical atlases, including five on Jewish themes. Exile
and Return has all the trademarks of an experienced and com-
petent historian.

The author does not make a comprehensive attempt to
write or re-write the history of the Jewish people. Almost two
thousand five hundred years of Jewish exile or exiles (from the
Babylonian times to the Helsingfors Conference 1906) are
squeezed into sixty five pages. Gilbert pays no attention to the
social and economic aspects of Jewish survival, to the unique
social system which enabled the Jewish people to exist in
foreign countries. He does not follow the Jost-Zunz-Graetz
tradition of ‘‘Leidens and Geistesgeschichte’”. The author
skilfully dismisses their ideas of the “mission of Jewry”” with a
single paragraph from Herzl's diary: ". . . this mission is talked
about by all those who are doing well in their present places of
residence, but they are the only ones.”

Two quotations from the book explain the author’s basic
view of Jewish history.

“Each change in the political structure of Europe, of
Asia, of Africa, put the Jews at risk. Such changes
were frequent, sudden, violent and widespread, bring-
ing death and dispersal to hundreds of Jewish com-
munities throughout the inhabited world in each of the
nineteen centuries (following the destruction of the
Jewish State.)”” p.7

In the second part of the book the author quotes Chaim
Weizmann protesting against Lord Passfield’s White Paper
(Nov. 1930):

“We have, throughout our history not disappeared . . .
We have remained different . . . an age-long traditional
attachment to Palestine . . . made us whatwe are .. . . a
stubborn, stiffnecked attachment . . . which has been
the central part of our history . . ."”

Gilbert’s historical survey of the Jewish dispersal is entire-
ly concentrated on the theme of the stubborn continuation of
the Jewish presence in Palestine over many centuries. He
quotes from a book by a pilgrim from Bohemia (1491):

“In spite of all the troubles and sorrows inflicted on
them by the Moslems, they refuse to leave the land.”

He traces the continuous return of Jews to Palestine cen-
tury after century notwithstanding massacres and expulsions.
The book contains a map showing towns and villages known
to have had flourishing Jewish communities at different times
since the Roman conquest.

However, when he reaches the subject of Moses Hess and
the origins of modern Zionism, | was disappointed to find the
author uncritically reiterating the old story that Hess (a revolu-
tionary anarchist who influenced Marx) was converted to
Zionism by the shock of the Damascus affair. There is no
historical evidence to suggest that the Damascus blood libel in
1840 caused or influenced the writing of Rome and Jerusalem
twenty two years later (1862). However during his retirement in
Paris, Hess was influenced by the nationalistic doctrines which
were gaining popular support right across Europe in the wake
of the 1848 Revolutions and the Italian War of Liberation. It is
likely that the immediate signal to write Rome and Jerusalem
came from Ernest Laharenne, a writer and preacher who was
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the author of a pro-Zionist pamphlet which, in Hess's stated
opinion, was a response to the Damascus “‘blood libel”. It is
not clear how far Hess himself believed in this explanation: a
fact not usually noted by Zionist historians is that Laharenne
was also private secretary to Napoleon lll. It is quite con-
ceivable that his pamphlet, “The New Question of the Orient,
Creation of the Empires of Egypt and Arabia, Resurrection of
the Jewish Nation,” was a diplomatic trial balloon, sanctioned
at the highest levels: Laharenne envisaged carving up the
Turkish Empire in order to create a Jewish State from Suez to
Smyrna (surely to safeguard the planned Suez Canal) . . . By
writing Rome and Jerusalem Hess was signalling his accep-
tance of the French blueprint. Therefore we may say that the
circumstances were complex and we should not assume, as it
is perhaps tempting to do, that Hess was merely reacting to
anti-Semitic pressures — a line of argument which lends sup-
port to the New Left contention that Zionism originated as a
rescue movement seeking a national home for Jews without a
home. Hess made his uncompromising nationalism clear when
he wrote: “If the emancipation of the Jews is irreconcilable
with Jewish nationality, the Jews must sacrifice emancipation
to nationality.”

There are some other disputable points in Gilbert's fipe
work. He selects documents which enable him to build Weiz-
mann up as if he were Moses talking to Pharoah. But the docu-
ment cited on page 219 unintentionally casts a doubt, at least
on Weizmann's popular stature: The British wanted to get ”the
Jews themselves to give up their rights’” and Macdonald opin-
ed: “even if Dr. Weizmann were prepared to entertain such a
declaration his constituents would not for a moment allow him
to make it”’.

In the chapter dealing with the Peel Commission the
author quotes at length speeches made by Weizmann, Sher-
tok, Epstein, Dexter, Henrietta Szold and others. The only
name he does not mention is that of Jabotinsky. He is men-
tioned in the next chapter criticizing the Peel Commission
Report in a letter to Churchill and in a letter published in the
D‘?//Y Telegraph. But Jabotinsky's testimony to the Pe_el Com-
mission was very much to the point. He made it quite plain
that: “if Great Britain is unable (to implement the Mandate) . . .
we then shall expect Great Britain to act as any Mandatory
who feels he cannot carry out the Mandate: give back the
Mandate” . . . This is exactly what happened ten years later
when the Jews forced Great Britain to resign the Mandate.

The second part of the book is a documentary study
which spans the period from the First World War to the
emergence of Jewish Statehood.

The documents reveal that the Balfour Declaration was
not an act of charity, or a result of “shtadlanut”. Winston
Churchill at a meeting of the Imperial Cabinet (22 June 192_1)
stated: “'The Balfour Declaration was made in wartime to enlist
the aid of Jews all over the world and Britain must”be very
careful and punctilious to discharge our obligation . . .

However within a short time the documents reveal the
erosion of the British pro-Zionist policy — starting from the
lower echelons of the public service and working upwards. The
movement was from anti-Zionism to anti-Semitism or the other
way around. Just a few quotations. The Chief of the Imperial
Gen. Staff, Sir Henry Wilson noted: *“Weizmann the Jew who
is running the Zionist movement . . . a clever rogue but a bad
face,” J. D. Gregory, a Foreign Office senior official com-
mented on anti-Jewish pogroms in Ukraine in 1921: *'The Jews
deserve all they get’’; Lord Bertie of Thame, the British Am-
bassador in Paris wrote: ‘a Jewish State in Palestine would be
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the gathering together of all the scum of the Jewish popula-
tion”’; John Wardrop, British Representative in Georgia
reported: ‘‘that nearly all the misery of the world is due to
Jewish intrigues” . . . and . . . ““a diabolical plot is being carried
out for enslavement of Christendom” . . . After all Hitler did
not startin a vacuum.

For page after page the author records broken promises
and commitments, White Papers and Royal Commissions. In
1938 the situation of the Jews in Germany, Austria, Poland,
Rumania was becoming desperate. Following President
Roosevelt’s initiative the Evian Conference was called with the
participation of thirty two nations with the view of finding
some common policy towards the refugees. The British made
it clear there was no room for Jews anywhere in the British Em-
pire. The U.S. adhered to its existing quotas. The conference
concluded with a resolution of ““sympathy’’ towards the plight
of the refugees. The author quotes Golda Meyerson’s com-
ment: “one thing | want to see before | die is that my people
sh_ould not need expressions of sympathy any more”. One
thing is clear — if Hitler needed any evidence that the Jews
were not wanted anywhere in the world, the Evian Conference
provided that evidence.

The documents relating to the war period are almost
unbelievable: the British Government requesting Rumania,
Bulgaria, Greece and Turkey not to let through their countries
any Jewish refugees running from the Nazi-hell . . . At a time
when a million Jewish soldiers were fighting the Germans to
save Britain, the British Government was busy hunting down
insignificant groups of Jewish refugees and in effect making
sure they did not escape the gas chambers. It is no wonder that
in the House of Commons, Josiah Wedgwood accused the
ﬁpllonlal Office and the Foreign Office of: ““conduct worthy of

itler”.

Martin Gilbert's Exile and Return is a thoroughly
documented historical work written without sentimentality or
overt emotion; it makes its point by allowing the documents to
speak for themselves. Britain must take its share in the blame
fpr the destruction of the European Jewry. This book is par-
ticularly important for the Jewish reader who is deluded into
the complacent belief that the Jews have at any time had
natural allies in the civilized world.

The Jewish Paradox

by Nahum Goldmann
(Weidenfeld & Nicholson 1978, $25.95)

History will be the arbiter which determines whether
Nahum Goldmann has been a latter-day prophet, an utopian
intellectual or merely naive. Whichever of these he shall prove
to be, that he has been a maverick, a gadfly, a thorn in the side
of the Jewish Establishment can barely be disputed. His tren-
chant criticism of lIsraeli government policies — whether
relating to the Arabs, the occupied territories or the Soviet
Union — and of contemporary American Jewry have earned
him few political friends among the Jewish leadership. Yet the
paradox is that from 1956 until 1968, he was president of the
World Zionist Organisation and the World Jewish Congress,
the latter position which he continued to hold until as recently
as 1977 when he was succeeded by Phillip Klutznick.

But Goldmann, like the Jewish people itself, is a man of
paradox. A life-long ardent Zionist, he has nevertheless never
settled in Israel nor accepted any high governmental ministerial
position nor diplomatic post. Himself an architect of the
Jewish State, he deplores the very concept of Statehood in
any part of the world which has made the State the absolute
ideal and has given to it excessive political powers. Essentially
non-religious, he nevertheless speaks of the admiration
towards the Jewish religion without which there would be no
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Jewish people today and categorically opposes the ceding of
Jerusalem in any Middle East peace agreement.

Nahum Goldmann was born in Lithuania in 1895 and from
an early age became involved in Jewish affairs. During World
War |, he joined the staff of the Jewish section of the German
Foreign Ministry, during which time he supported a pro-
German orientation and sought the Kaiser's support for the
Zionist cause. In 1926, as a member of the Zionist radical fac-
tion, he was elected to the Zionist Actions Committee and in
1931 became chairman of the political committee of the 17th
Zionist Congress. Together with Rabbi Stephen Wise, he
created in 1936 the World Jewish Congress whose aim was, in
the face of the threat posed by Hitler, to create an organisation
to speak in the name of all the Jews in the world; this, it may
be added, against the resistance of numerous organisations
and Jewish communities that were later to experience the Nazi
heel.

Preferring sovereignty to territory (that is, all of Palestine),
Goldmann became an ardent supporter of the 1937 Partition
Plan and over subsequent years he played an active and
sometimes decisive part in diplomatic and public relations ac-
tivities designed to establish the Jewish State. With the crea-
tion of Israel, he became one of two chairmen of the Executive
of the Zionist Organisation and in 1956 became its president.
Since then, he has established and led a series of organisations
and committees — for example, the first international con-
ference for Soviet Jewry (1960), the Conference on Jewish
Material Claims Against Germany, the Conference of Jewish
Organisations (COJO), the World Council of Jewish Educa-
tion, the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organisations for Israel, etc.

An intellectual who detests masses and the mass tenden-
cy to use slogans in place of reason, a bon vivant and a
cosmopolitan — who possesses eight separate passports — he
has involved himself in most Jewish issues of the day with the
pragmatism and vision of a statesman As the “’Resh Galuta”’
(“’leader in exile’’), he has acquired the reputation of being one
of the leaders of the Establishment and simultaneously of the
opposition to that Establishment, a role which he has never
relinquished.

For Goldmann, the Jewish people is unique — not
superior to other peoples, he hastens to point out, but dif-
ferent, by virtue of its structure, its history, destiny aqd
character. It is also complex and exceptional and paradoxical in
its contradictions. Though attached to his country of origin in
Palestine by feeling, religion and utterly mystical ties, now that
almost any Jew can return to Israel, the majority (80%) of
world Jewry have not done so. Though the most separatist in
the world, as evidenced, for example, the rejection qf mixed
marriages or by the tendency of Jews to live in self-imposed
ghettos or mellahs, they are nonetheless the most universalist
on the level of religion, propagating the idea of a single God
and of a single Messiah for all humanity and quality of all races
and social classes before God. Though believing in its own
superiority, the Jewish people is fiercely self-critical, as seen in
the stands taken by such leaders as Weininger and Tucholsky
and other ““Jewish anti-Semites’’.

For all that, it is incumbent upon the Jewish people and at
its centre, upon lIsrael to preserve that uniqueness, says
Goldmann. If Jews did not, through the centuries, choose to
be baptised, it was in order to obey the ideal of the ptophets
and of Messianism to save humanity. Jews must become
revolutionary, both within Israel and in the Diaspora, as cham-
pions against poverty, illiteracy and inequality and for peace
and the abolition of the sovereign state. Civilisation has always
been created by revolutionary minorities; it is the duty of thg
Jew to struggle for the rights of minorities to retain their
cultural identity.

How does this relate to practical politics?

Today, Judaism, says Goldmann, is forgetting its obliga-
tions. It belongs to and favours, many reactionary and
capitalist parties, Israel is a very conformist country and very
conservative — witness the fact that, for 29 years, the same
party ruled the nation; it is narrow-minded, inflexible,
overestimates the power of the State and of its military forces
and harbours an inappropriate attitude towards the Jews in the
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Diaspora. As for American Jewry, it is led by third-rate func-
tionaries and “‘fat cats’’ which, through the rigmarole of collec-
tions, banquets, medals, etc. is alienating the Jewish youth
which is seeking a deeper meaning in Jewish life. Where
Diaspora leaders were once — in Europe — intellectuals, rab-
bis, journalists, writers and ideologists, in the new Diaspora,
leadership has devolved upon men of finance, multi-
millionaires who give money and understand nothing and func-
tionaries who are overpaid and whose main concern is to con-
solidate their own social position. And, further, it is a paradox
of the 20th century that when Jews in the Diaspora have gain-
ed equal rights almost everywhere and enjoy an almost un-
precedented economic, political and social prosperity and
when the State of Israel has come into being, their future is
more endangered than in any other epoch — in the Diaspora
through assimilation and in Israel through destruction. This is
because of the fact that while the “‘external front” is strong,
the “internal front” — the cultural, spiritual, ideological front
— is weak.

The Israel concentration of its military, financial, social,
economic and spiritual efforts on its own defence to remain
stronger than the Arabs, says Goldmann, is impossible in the
long run and is certain to increase its political isolation in the
world and its dependence on the United States. And as long as
it aligns itself with the U.S., it will be opposed by the Soviet
Union which must be one of the guarantors of a Middle East
peace, (and whose policy towards its own Jews will be dic-
tated by Israel’s orientation). Israel, in its dealings with the
Arabs, must be flexible, must return the occupied territories
(except Jerusalem, for which a special separate formula will be
required) even if it means the creation of a Palestinian State
and must aim to become part of a confederation uniting all
States in the Middle East, each State sovereign in its domestic
policy, but the foreign policy of each to be adapted along the
main lines laid down by the majority (a confederation parallel-
ing the Warsaw Pact, the European Economic Community,
NATO, etc.). The political neutrality of Israel will be an ab-
solutely necessary condition.

With the diversion of Israel’s energies from its military and
political concerns, the aims of Israel may yet be achieved.
These are to build an Israel which concentrates on religious,
cultural and social creativity — that is, to make it different from
what it is now — and to fulfil the aims of Zionism which have
been to make the sovereign State a spiritual centre the world
over, maintaining the Jewish identity of the younger genera-
tion and guaranteeing the solidarity of the Diaspora with Israel,
as well as to fulfil the ideals of messianic peace, eternal recon-
ciliation and equal justice.

Agree with him or not, Nahum Goldmann is provocative.
In this book, ““The Jewish Paradox”’, he airs his criticisms and
remedies forthrightly, although in a benign, almost patrician
way rather than with a true prophet’s fire and brimstone. He is
articulate, his anecdotes are apt, if somewhat too frequently
self-congratulatory and his pen-portraits of such legends as
Ben-Gurion and Golda Meir are revealing if not particularly flat-
tering. He shows much more sympathy for such men as Moshe
Sharett and Levi Eshkol and to Adenauer, Willi Brandt,
Ceausescu and Tito than to those whom modern Jews have
regarded as heroes. (One suspects an inherent tendency to
snobbery in his character.) He is consistently interesting,
although he is not above making errors. For instance, at the
time of World War |, Lithuania and Poland did not have nearly
14 million Jews (p.170). Also, the founder-members of the
"’group of non-aligned nations” were Tito, Nasser and Nedhru,
not Tito, Nasser and Chou En-Lai as stated (p.170). Also, for all
his experience, he can be unbelievably naive. He writes (p.86):

“If | had met Nasser, | would have told him this: ‘You
Arabs are a very generous people. Your relationship with the
Jews in history has been better than ours with the Christians.
You have persecuted us, but we have been through wonderful
periods of co-operation: in Spain, Baghdad, Algeria . . . so re-
main generous. Ours is an unfortunate people. | admit that
Palestine belonged to you by international law. But we suf-
fered so much for 2,000 years. We have lost a third of our
population because we had no territory. Then grant us at least
one percent of your own and guarantee our existence. Stand
with America, Russia and France as one of the guarantors of
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Israel’s survival’. | am convinced that would have had a great
psychological effect on the Arabs, by giving them a feeling of
pride and still more of equality.””

Other passages also indicate an inordinate degree of trust -
in the good will of other men and nations.

Apart from these lapses, which are Goldmann’s own, the
book suffers from other, although lesser drawbacks. An index
would be a decided asset as would a more consistent policy of
naming his sources for much of the information he imparts. To
cite but one example. On page 108, he writes ““‘one of the
greatest Talmudists of our own day has declared that the wor-
ship of the State in modern lIsrael is the equivalent of the
idolatry of ancient times”. One begs to know, who is this
Talmudist? Is he American or Israeli? Is he in fact as great as
made out to be by the author? Has any other ‘‘great”
Talmudist put forward a contrary view? The absence of iden-
tification of politicians, diplomats, Arab leaders and clergymen
whom he quotes after a while detracts from the overall authen-
ticity of the work.

Nevertheless, the book merits reading, thought and
discussion. Neither Judaism nor Zionism is that single-minded
monolith that their detractors claim them to be. There are
numerous streams and nuances inherent in each of them. An
understanding of them all — however controversial — makes
for more intelligent and rational discussion of the issues that
are thrown up at us at this time. Agree with him or not,
Goldmann represents one stream of thought that ought not be
ignored.

Portraits of Yiddish Writers
by Yitzhak Kahn (vantage Press, 1979)
S.L.

Yitzhak Kahn's latest volume, his first in English, “‘Por-
traits of Yiddish Writers’’ is a rare and valuable work both to
possess and read. Rare because, in Australia, it is the first and
only work to bring to the reader a critical appraisal of a hos} Qf
Yiddish writers and their creations, and valuable because it is
scholarly, instructive and profound while remaining at all times
lucid and accessible to the general reader.

As he inevitably must, Yitzhak Kahn begins with the three
fathers of Yiddish literature: the bitingly satirical Mendele
Mocher Sforim who with the ‘Jargon’ prepared the folk for an
artistic Yiddish literature and brought that literature to the peo-
ple during the evolving renaissance of Jewish life; the
humanistic |. L. Peretz who combined within himself
Jewishness in all its vibrant forms — Orthodoxy, Haskalah and
Chassidism — current in his time; and the immortal humorist
Sholem Aleichem who turned the tears “‘on the black soil of
life” to joyful laughter.

Under the influence of Peretz came the kindly Abraham
Reisen, the singer of compassion attracted “‘by the ordinary
simple man with his soul aquiver, with his drearps and hopgs,
his comradeship and friendliness,” the artist who, like
Chekhov, sought to illuminate the gray and ordinary so that it
began to shine and sparkle. Lithuanian-born, Reisen was, even
after settling in America, most at home with the little unob-
trusive folk of the shtetl milieu and mentality, _tho.ugh. he was
aware that time was overtaking him and that Yiddish literature
was evolving in directions quite different from his own — an
awareness that prompted him to write tellingly:

“One bird begins, another finishes, my friend.
Quietly now, your song’s atan end.”’

And what were these directions?

They were as multiple and as varied as the writers who
followed them. With David Bergelson, for instance, the shtetl
of the literary fathers and of Reisen was in its twilight. It was
declining under the impact of new values, of new imposing
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ideologies and the creation, in Russia at least, of a new social
order. Bergelson, it must be remembered, lived for most of his
life in Russia and was among the Yiddish writers executed
there in 1952. Joseph Opatoshu brought into relief the two op-
posing worlds of the Jew — his father’s lineage of Cabbalists,
Rabbis and Chassidim against the big sturdy hot-blooded
strong wild lustful tree-fellers, horse-dealers and law-breakers
that had formed his mother’s stock. Chaim Grade's verse was
filled with the sounds and colours of the Israel landscape and
with the yearning, from afar, for the Jewish Land; Abraham
Sutzkever sang of his home-town in the Lithuanian Jerusalem
of Vilna (“’l will enter into you like a night glowing with stars”’)
and of the Holocaust:

““Today is Yorzeit for the rain nineteen-forty-three

For the last cherry-tree and the little swallow in the

tree’’;
while H. Leivick, a giant in modern Yiddish writing wrestled
with the questions and answers of all generations in his quest
for messianic Redemption and for the Redeemer:

"In its eyeballs gas-ovens are burning.

Then to whom are you crying? To God?

But God has turned away from you.”’ —
and expressed his compassion for every suffering creature:

’Forgive me when in that fateful hour
| envy the martyr more than the hero”’.
Similarly, the Holocaust which could not help but pervade
contemporary Yiddish writing created in Jacob Glatstein one
of its most eloquent and representative exponents whose
Jeremiads and songs have in their poetic heights been
transformed into a Yiddish-language liturgy, while Chava
Rosenfarb, a child of the period, has in her massive trilogy
“The Tree of Life” created a monument to those who passed
through all the phases of the tragedy that was the Lodz ghetto
until they perished.

The establishment of the State of Israel has been another
formative influence on modern Yiddish writing. Rachel Korn,
for instance, evokes pastoral sensations as she paints the Israel
landscape with its colours, sings tenderly of the builders of the
Old-New Land and seeks for the prayer which would embrace

"“The white heads and calloused hands
That stood guard here and drained the swamps,
And were themselves both roof and door and walls’’.

Arieh Shamri who has himself laboured on the barren sands in
Israel, conveys the same aura as in his nature poems he writes:

""Soft grass, and gentle dew.

From field to heaven the same weave.

Good to be silent, and to trust

The grass that grows and the cattle that live”,

and Mendel Mann, in prose, waxes lyrical in his attempt to cap-
ture the image and sound of the new lIsrael landscape as he
tells of bewildered immigrants seeking to strike roots in the
new soil.

The themes with which these latter artists deal are, of
course, not as limited as this necessarily brief resume may sug-
gest. The war, solitude, nostalgia, sadness, a search for faith
and a yearning for human goodness — universal themes all —
enter into the web of their writings to enlarge the scope and in-
tensity of experience.

Solitude, too, together with sorrow, are the hallmark of
Joseph Papiernikov’s verse. Love — Liebshaft — in its various
forms is the emotion that informs Jacob Friedman'’s lyrics, the
simplicity of the fabulist lies in M. Z. Tkatch's poems, and irony
and revolt and sometimes playful impertinence titillate the fan-
cy in the songbird Itzik Manger’s ballads.

Whoever he is writing about — and there remain to be
mentioned Leib Feinberg, Eliezer Greenberg and Israel Stern —
Yitzhak Kahn writes with erudition and with a palpable com-
mitted love of literature — and one may add, literature with a
capital ““L". For he does not limit himself solely to the Yiddish
writers on his anvil but extends his range broadly so that artists
such as Dante, Mayakovsky, Akhmatova, Voltaire, Zola, Shaw
and Twain, among others, enter his crowded workshop.
Quoting liberally from the prose and poetry of his subjects, he
is at all times fluent and relevant, and given neither to
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obscurantism nor to sophistry, for his brief is to evaluate, to
teach and, one imagines, to excite the reader to turn to the
original or, if his Yiddish is too rusty or rudimentary, to turn to
whatever translations are available.* As he writes in his chapter
on Sutzkever about the poet’s work, Yitzhak Kahn’s own work
is not to be ““gulped down in one go . . . (but is to be) sipped
slowly, with pauses between one sip and another’’.

The author deals with his subjects in depth, concerned
above all with their ideas, motivations, influences and orienta-
tions as expressed in their works. If there is any fault in these
“Portraits”, it is in the absence of brief biographical notes giv-
ing salient details of the years of birth and death, of
background, of places of domicile or wandering, for, to this
reviewer’s mind, such information set against the background
of this turbulent past century can add considerably to an
understanding of the writer's creations. Similarly, a
bibliography, however selective, could only enhance the
overall value of Yitzhak Kahn’s book.

One hopes that the author will see fit to publish a second
companion volume to fill the gaps of necessity created by the
demands for selectivity in the work at hand. One looks forward
to his critical evaluation of such figures as Israel Joshua Singer
and Isaac Bashevis Singer, of Sholem Asch, David Pinski,
Peretz Hirschbein, the martyred Soviet writers Markish,
Kvitko, Hofshtayn and Fefer, and perhaps also of the
Australian Yiddish alumni Pinchas Goldhar and Herz Bergner
who did much to add sophistication to the local literary scene.

* Interested readers are directed to the following anthologies in English
which include the works of the above-cited authors:

Howe and Greenberg (Ed): A Treasury of Yiddish Stories.

Howe and Greenberg (Ed): A Treasury of Yiddish Poetry.

Howe and Greenberg (Ed): Ashes of Hope — Fiction by Soviet Yiddish
Writers.

Jospeh Leftwich (Ed): An Anthology of Modern Yiddish Literature.
Ruth Wisse (Ed): A Shtetl and Other Novellas.

The End of the Journey

by Matylda Engelman

(Lantana Presg 1979, $6.75) S.L.

In one sense, Matylda Engelman’s “The End of the Journey”’
is unique in Australian-Jewish writing. It is the first book in
English — autobiographical or otherwise — by a Jewish writer
that deals almost exclusively with the immediate post-War
years of limbo when survivors could gradually emerge out of
hiding or, worse, from the camps in which they had cheated
death, and web together again the tatters of Europe’s bitter
legacy.

Taking up the threads left unresolved in her earlier *Journey
Without End"”’, the author in this sequel tells of the liberation by
the Russian armies, of the bitter-sweet re-discovery of her hus-
band Marek who has spent the war-years in Palestine, of her
reunion with her living sisters, and of her flight from Europe —
and flight it is — to the more ‘peaceful and freer shores of
Australia. These, together with the all-pervading solicitude
towards her daughter Gila, emerge as the major themes of the
book.

For all the horrors of the war-years, liberation is not the gay,
free experience she has either imagined or desired. Being a
woman In effect alone, she is ever and repeatedly exposed to
the threat of rape which, in contrast to other women, young
and old, she manages, sometimes through ingenuity to
escape. Similarly, reunion with her husband Marek is not the
realisation of the dream that has helped sustain her during the
six years of the war. For, believing his wife and daughter dead,
Marek has remarried and has another child, and the
“betrayed’’ wife agonises over the decision — reconciliation or
divorce — that must be made. Nor is her eleven-week passage
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to that beckoning shore of Australia in a cramped inadequate
vessel an incident — or anxiety-free one. There is a tense mo-
ment during a cyclone when the writer wonders, ‘‘Had | surviv-
ed the holocaust and saved my child only for both of us to be
drowned now, only four days away from our destination?”’

At different times, the point is well brought out how com-
mon was the author’s plight among the survivors. Though the
book is unique, the situations portrayed are far from peculiar to
herself. Uprootedness, fear of the unknown, insecurity, indeci-
sion, wanderings, agonising disappointments, tentative
resolves to start anew — these were the fare of an entire
generation caught in Europe, and what Matylda Engelman has
done is to give them corporeal form. Many readers will,
therefore, readily identify with a number of the characters
depicted in the book. It is to be hoped that as a result they too
will see fit — if they can suppress the pain and summon the
fortitude — to record their own experiences for posterity. For it
is in this — as a document and testimony more than as a work
of literature — that the book carries the most value.

“The End of the Journey” is simply-written, clear and sym-
pathetic in tone, but as with its precursor, “‘Journey Without
End”, it leaves several loose strands which could be further
resolved in a concluding volume telling of the writer’s adjust-
ment in Australia, of the evolution of her family, and of the pro-
blems and dilepmas faced in her adopted home. Such a ven-
ture would add greater completeness to her work and satisfac-
tion in the reading of it.

JEWISH ARTISTS OF AUSTRALIA

MARTHA ASH

by Jack Koskie

There are many romantic descriptions of the artist at
work. One of the most loved — and my favourite — is to be
found in one of the oldest books of all.

“Then wrought Bezalel and Aholiab and every wise-
hearted man in whom the Lord put wisdom and understanding
to know how to work in all manner of work, them hath ]e filled
with wisdom of heart to work in all manner of work of the
engraver and of the cunning workman and of the embroiderer
in blue, scarlet and purple and in fine linen of the weaver, even
of them that do any workmanship and of those that devise
cunning (skilful) work".

It goes on to many paragraphs and mentions ““the cutting
of stones and the setting of them”’. It breathes the essence of
love and dedication to an ideal.

| could not think of a better introduction to the work of
Martha Ash. Plenty has been written about the European
holocaust. It is a part of Martha’s background and, rich in in-
terest though it may be, | do not think she will be slighted if on-
ly a passing reference is made to this. Suffice it to say that she
was born in Poland, was a student at Lwow University, married
Felix Ash in Russia and arrived in Melbourne — through France
and Belgium — in 1949. Those few words mean much to most
of us.

What is more unique is the personality of the Martha Ash
of today. Hard-driving, but by no means hard-hearted, she has
indeed a gentle disposition. She is forward-looking and ever
ready for a new challenge though always with a clear sense of
direction, and as passionate about her work as she is about her
family and home. There is no conflict of interests here; her
commitment to artistic work has in fact enriched the domestic
scene. It follows logically that such a warm, lively tempera-
ment should find a natural expression in the firing processes,
ceramics and enamels.

Jack Koskie is currently at Deakin University, Geelong. A
pen-portrait of the writer appeared in the “Melbourne Chroni-
cle” of February 1978.
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Martha's art studies were not of the traditional mode, the
formal art-school fashion. | would not venture to say where art-
education begins, or even, with any confidence, just what that
phrase means. Technique, the “how-to-do-it”’, may in some
cases be acquired by training, but the “’know-how"’ of artwork
involves much more. It is a product of sensitivity, intelligence,
hard work, experience and above all that mysterious
motivating force not so easily defined. She has these qualities
in plenty.

She started work in the pottery studio of the famous Boyd
family in Murrumbeena. This was followed by part time studies
at Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology and from there on
Martha Ash has plotted and followed her own individual
course. Her motivation comes from the ‘‘fire-within"’.

She is a prolific worker. In one exhibition, at the “’English
Speaking Union” (1967), she showed 250 pieces of ceramic
ware ranging from pots to lamp standards. Since then a rich
range of work has been produced — including murals and
jewellery. In the murals, which cover factory walls and swim-
ming pool surrounds, she has used the “‘cutting of stones and
setting of them” technique of the Byzantine artists. When she
found this too mechanical and her temperament sought a
freer, more fluid method, she started experimenting with the
firing of glass and working with polyester. Now enamelling has
further extended her vocabulary.

In all her work, figurative or abstract, there is an emotional
warmth, a strong sense of design and feeling of integration
with the chosen medium. The enjoyment of colour, one of the
intrinsic qualities of ceramics and enamels is obvious; it ranges
from the “blue, purple, and scarlet” of biblical power (often
dramatized by sultry blue-black contrasts) to the refined cool
blue, greys, and greens of her more recent work, sculptured
wall plaques, screens and other decorative architectural
elements.

The word “work”” has been used a lot here. Quite rightly
so — “work"" is the operative word. Her seemingly tireless ac-
tivity has been widely spread, particularly to the benefit of the
Melbourne art-scene. She is a foundation member and vice-
president of Australia’s Bezalel Society of Arts. Her husband
Felix says she has a “Rolls Royce engine inside”’. Her petite
stature and softly spoken manner can be very deceptive. She is
adynamo — always firing.

“My Friend’” by Martha Ash
(Enamel on copper)
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PLAQUES

Serge Liberman

Joseph Silber often visited me in the surgery. Ever since,
during a routine examination, | had found his blood pressure to
be raised, he presented at regular intervals to have it checked.

Vanity about his body had helped preserve his trim slender
figure to a point where, at sixty-five, he could pass for a man
ten years younger. He held himself erect and walked with a
sturdy step; his hair was silvery and his skin, particularly that of
his hands, was smooth and shiny and pink. He had a straight
proud nose, a cleft chin and long bristly eyebrows. He kept his
gails immaculately clean and took, | knew, a vitamin pill every

ay.

Although he had years left of living, he wouldn’t let
himself be convinced.

“The duco shines but the motor rusts just the same,” he
had once said, laughing, showing fillings in his molars and a
couple of pink gaps between them.

Nonetheless he fed his vanity. He wore, not a tie, but a
cravat and cuff-links from Longine’s. His trousers were stylish
and, for a bachelor, unusually well-pressed and his jacket had
obviously been cut to measure. On the little finger of his left
hand, he wore an initialled signet-ring and a gold Schaffhausen
V\Ilatch on his wrist. He was wealthy, and dignified — and
alone.

"I shan’t see you for a while,”” he said while | checked his
pulse.

“Oh?"

“I am flying up to Sydney."”"

“Yes?"’

He paused, waited until | had recorded his blood pressure,
breathed deeply, then took the plunge.

“Yes. — And why am | going to Sydney? I'll tell you. I'm
going to meet my son.”’

He had probably expected a more demonstrative response
from me.

"l see you understand more than your years suggest.
Well, why should | be shy? You are, after all, a doctor and
familiar with such things. Yes, | have a son. And, unless he has
moved to Israel or America or wanders about in Gehenna for
his father’s sins, he lives in Sydney."”’

He paused.

“If you have time, I'll tell you.”"

“I have time,”’ | said.

""Good. May | smoke?"’

"I have no ashtrays.””

“No matter.” He put the cigar back in his pocket and
began his story.

| came here, to Australia,”” he said, "‘as a young man. In
"thirty-five; before Hitler. | worked on the Shepparton orchards
for a while, peddled women'’s haberdashery, collected bottles,
milked cows, and returned to Melbourne where | found work in
Jacob Platt’s shirt factory. It was then a small factory, on the
third floor of a dusty airless building two doors from Elizabeth
Street — in Flinders Lane, of course. It had ten machinists, a
presser, a packer and Platt himself. He was then fifty, as
overweight as a stuffed goose, flush-cheeked and bald, and a
man whose smile must have been stolen from him in the
womb, but who was as charitable as Melbourne is of rain.

“When the first refugees arrived, he organised a relief
society that collected clothes, money and food for the new ar-
rivals. Out of his own stock, he must have donated hundreds
of shirts, and having connections in other lines, he obtained
vast supplies of skirts, singlets, shoes, socks and overcoats
which, in many cases, he distributed in person. He could have
persuaded a dead man to open his fist. He organised concerts,
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started a reading circle, arranged welcoming parties, apd
himself visited the newcomers to learn how they had settled in-
to this new country.

"Working close to him, | received some of the glow of his
fire. He co-opted me into his society to manage the books and
to help him with the concerts. We used the old Kadimah hall in
Carlton at that time, a rather spare echoing hall with a dingy
stage and drab fraying curtains. We gave charity performances
in Yiddish, and managed to raise a rusty-voiced choir, a pianist
and a handful of ham-actors more admired for their daring than
for their talents. |, myself, recited feuilletons, participated in
pantomimes and told jokes as old as Methuselah but very
popular if only because it was music to many ears to hear the
mother-tongue on alien soil. It was all sublimely amateurish,
but in a desert, even water is the sweetest of wines. That was
before Jacob Waislitz and Rachel Holzer gave class to local
theatre.

“| was thirty-one then and something of a celebrity,
especially when | dressed up as a Galicianer rabbi or a short-
sighted matchmaker or as a breast-thumping new immigrant
ready to meet all challenges in this new paradise. My audience
loved it. And they flattered me. ‘That is an actor,” they would
say, or ‘Silber is a Melbourner Schildkraut’. Their flattery fired
my imagination. | got it into my head someday to play Nathan
the Wise and Shylock and to fill that cold bare hall with splen-
did rolling Yiddish cadences, breathtaking and unimaginable.

“In our relief group there was a shoemaker, a little
asthmatic man with knotted fingers who repaired the
newcomers’ shoes without charge and who stitched handbags
for the women. He had a daughter, a lively dark-eyed girl with
splendid teeth. Her name was Sonia and she accompanied our
troupe and choir on the piano. She worked during the day as a
machinist and spent the evenings at rehearsals or helping her
father and Jacob Platt with the distribution of clothes to the
newcomers. She was twenty-three and unmarried. Her mother
had died young of cancer.

| lived in the heart of our local Jerusalem then in Nprth
Carlton among Lithuanian Jews, Poles, Galicianer, Russians,
Rumanians. Here was Goldberg’s bakery, there Slonim’s
poulterers, nearby Spivak’s delicatessen. This ghetto away
from the Old Home had become a new home. My life was full
then. The days | spent in Platt’s factory, the evenings on the
stage. And after a performance, if a young woman had come
alone, | would escort her home and drink coffee with her and if
she was modern and not too set upon virtue, | would stay and
warm myself between the sheets. Drummond Street,
Rathdowne Street, Pigdon Street — these were alive then, not
the bare colourless streets they have since become. Goldhar,
whom we read, described these streets so well.

“One evening, | took Sonia home. | joked that just as
earlier she had accompanied me at the piano, now | accom-
panied her in turn. It was a feeble joke, but she laughed. Her
head must have turned. To cut the story short, she took me
home, served coffee and then, without much preamble, while
her father slept and wheezed in an upstairs room, she made of
me a father. In the following weeks her belly swelled and her
face became blotched. When she finally told me, | began to
hate her. | felt trapped, snared. | accused her of deliberately
getting pregnant and gave her money to have the pregnancy
ended. | didnt turn up for performances. She wrote me letters
which | didn’t answer. | moved house twice, stayed away from
the theatre, left Platt’s factory, left his relief society and bought
my groceries in St. Kilda, South Melbourne, Prahran. In the
end, Sonia solved the situation for me. With her father she
moved to Sydney where, | heard later through rumour, she had
ason.

“As for myself, | entered the fur trade and over the years
became successful. | drifted away from my past attachments.
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Jacob Platt, for all his charitableness, never spoke to me again.
My companions who had played with me on the stage, when
they met me didn’t know how to greet me and would ask,
‘What happened to you, Yosl? We suddenly lost you, poof,
just like that’, or they would wink and address me as Shylock
or Hamlet or Hershele Ostropoler and laugh because to do
anything might have been even less appropriate.

“And indeed, what had happened to me? | became rich,
richer than would ever have been possible had | stayed to
pump at Jacob Platt’s machine. My firm expanded. | have
ninety-five employees. My contracts run into hundreds of
thousands of dollars. | own flats in Caulfield, Hawthorn, Ar-
madale, Toorak. Last Passover, | visited Israel; the year before,
I was in New York, Argentina, London, Switzerland.

“But don’t think that the money has been spent only on
myself. Charity, too, has got its share. Through the years |
gave to every two-bit schnorrer who ever came to my door.
Word spread that | was a giver and all the flies gathered to the
same honeypot. | collected charities as others collect coins.
They sent me letters of thanks and hung up plaques with my
name in a dozen places — the Institute for the Blind, the
Montefiore Homes, the Caulfield Synagogue, Mount Scopus
College, and even in some pokey little yeshiva in Jerusalem
and a rabbinical seminary in New York. | have been invited to
countless dinners, appeals, theatre evenings, balls. | turn them
dowp althoug.h | pay whatever they ask and they, for their part,
continue to invite me — for sheer mercenary reasons of

course. | don’t mind. Until now I've had little else to do with my
money.

“And now? With my money, with my gilded cheques, |
have bought a measure of renown. People can read my name
on any one of many plaques around Melbourne, in Jerusalem,
in New York. But what is it all to me? What are plaques if not
little tombstones of wood or bronze, dead things themselves,
petty monuments to vanity and to an insignificant man's
grasping after immortality? And, tell me, what sense is there in
t;uymg immortality when the living are deprived, eh? Doctor,
I'm getting old, but there is still time to right the wrongs. Sonia
may still benpfut from my money. And for the many thousands
that my son is to receive, he too shouldn’t be too harsh. | made
a mistake once but I'm not an evil man. They are grown
people. They will understand. They will forgive. After all,
understanding is the beginning of forgiveness, no? Don't you
think so?”’

Joseph Silber paused, ran his fingers through his silvery
hair and sighed. His signet ring caught the light and glinted. |
entered brief notes upon his card. He wiped his nose and
laughed.

"“Well, I've held you up enough now, it's getting late. Now
tell me, doctor, what's my blood pressure? Am | about to have
a stroke?”’

. My practice kept me busy. Days passed in steady activity.
Six months went by. And one evening, Joseph Silber ap-
peared, the last patient for the day.

He had something to tell me. His manner, his nervous
jerky movements, his very hesitation spoke more than words.
He wore, not his cravat this time, but a plain brown tie and he
had removed his ring. He had also developed a stoop.

“I'm here for my regular check-up,” he said. ““I've been
well, but still | thought . . . a man doesn’t get younger.”’

"Of course,"”’ | said, reaching for my equipment.

And because he didn’t volunteer, even though he was
bursting to tell, | asked him what had happened in Sydney. His
relief was immediate. A spring uncoiled within him.

What happened in Sydney? What should have happen-
ed? | saw Sonia, | saw my son. That's what happened.”’

When he saw that | was waiting, he abandoned his
reserve. He slid down in his chair, stretched out one leg and
crossed the other over it. Then he burst into laughter so that |
saw again his grey molars and the gaps between them. His
laughter gave creases to his face that | had not noticed before,
and also a flabbiness of flesh, an unfamiliary apathy, a pallor —
not of sickness but of simple decay.

“It's with good reason that wisdom is not given to fools,"’
he said. “What | had hoped to achieve, | don't really know,
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even now. The devil himself must have scrambled my
thoughts. How could | so much as hoped to find Sonia. She
could have been married or been living in Israel or America or
God alone knows where. She could have been dead.

““Hear. | went to Sydney, desperate now to find Sonia and
my son. | owed them so much. The more | thought about it,
the more did my conscience burn. | had to find them, for my
sake no less than theirs. But only then did the difficulties strike
home. After all, | knew whom | was looking for, but how
describe to my contacts — friends, business colleagues, ship’s
brothers — a woman | had not seen in over thirty years or a son
whose appearance, occupation, even name | had never
known. | asked whoever | met. | invented. stories about
legacies, one-time friendship, family ties, messages to deliver. |
spoke to many people. After a few days, | nearly gave up.

“But | found her. Yes. Not through my acquaintances, but
of all places, through the newspaper. The ‘Australian Jewish
Times’ was reminding its readers of the Heroes and Martyrs’
Commemoration at the Town Hall on the next Wednesday
evening. There were to be a guest speaker, a cantor, a choir
singing ghetto songs. And they were to be accompanied at the
piano by, yes, Miss Sonia Finkelstein. Doctor,‘belleve me, a
man goes to seed in his old age. She was living in Sydney and
had kept her maiden name — something so obvious | hadn’t
even though of it. | checked through the telep_hone bpok anq,
sure enough, | found her name there. Finkelstein, Sonia, Music
Teacher, 15 Bon Accord Avenue, Bondi Junction, 30 3853.
There were other Finkelsteins in the directory but which was
my son, | had no idea. | lifted the receiver in my hotel suite,
dialled the first three numbers and then abandoned the at-
tempt. So close, my prepared speech fell apart. | decided in-
stead to confront her face to face. | took a bus to The Avenue
giftshop and bought two tickets for the commemoration even-
ing.

At the Town Hall, the atmosphere was understandably
sombre. Men wept openly. A woman screamed and collapsed
during the ‘El Mole Rachamim’. The guest speaker spoke for a
long time. Three boys, their voices breaking, rgcned passages
from the Prophets; a girl read from Ringelblum’s memoirs; the
choir, all in black, sang ghetto songs and, at the end, the au-
dience swelled into ‘Never Say’, singing those proud and
fighting words through tight throats and choking tears.

““When the lights came on, people began to move towards
the doors. They smelled strangely of mothballs as | waded
against the stream. When | reached the foot of the short stair-
case to the stage, Sonia was standing at the summit. She was
fat, her hair was coarse and grey. She wore a black dress with
a cheap imitation-ivory cameo brooch between her breasts and
her grey coat hung on her shoulders like some shabby sack,
unbuttoned and fraying, a legacy of better times.

’She came down but didn’t recognise me.

" *Miss Finkelstein . . .," | said, ‘Sonia . . .

" 'Yes?’

“She waited, lapped me again and again with her gaze
and must have recognised me at last though perhaps she tried
hard not to believe.

" *Yes?’, she asked again, more severely.

" "You remember.’

""'So?’

" 'Sonia.’

" 'Yes?'

‘" ‘Let’s go from here,’ | said.

A man approached. He was thin and balding, his skin
pasty-looking and grey. ‘Rehearsals on Monday?’, he asked.

“‘Yes, Shaya. Once more before Independence Day.’

“The man Shaya looked me over, wondered whether he
should recognise me, then turned away. Sonia walked towards
the exit behind the last stragglers.

“ ‘How is the rest of the family?’, | asked. | got the words
out with difficulty.

" ‘The family?’

" "Your son . .
grandchildren.’
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““She stopped walking and turned to me. Her eyes widen-
ed. There jumped into them a sudden flicker that gave an
evanescent lustre to their more constant grey. Her lips set into
the concrete hardness of contempt. She tossed her head and
walked once more towards the door.

I thought she said, ‘A man is a fool’.
| chased after her. ‘Tel me, what does he do?’
" “What should he do?’

** "What is he? What does he do? Is he a businessman, an
accountant, or what?’

" 'He works,” she said. | waited. ‘He manages. At the
hospital.”

" ‘Perhaps | can help him with something. Or his children
might want . . . where does he live? Where can | find him?”

" “You want to see him?’ Her skin, once so smooth, had
become a terrain of deep wrinkles. Her nose had broadened
and she had a mole on her cheek and whiskers over her upper
lip.

" 'He must be thirty-three, thirty-four,” | said. ‘He is old
enough to understand, to forgive. After all, understanding is
the beginning of forgiveness . . .’

“*"Where are you staying?’ Sonia asked sharply.
I told her.
““I'll call for you at two-thirty tomorrow.’

““She then turned away, hobbled down the outside steps
and walked away, leaving me, alone, to whistle at the wind . . .

“The next day was pleasantly clear with only the faintest
stirring of the wind visible in the trees. It was a long way to the
hospital. Sonia drove, stone-mute behind the steering-wheel.
Sonia was silent and | couldn’t blame her, but | felt the need to
talk, to impress. | had to tell her about my factory, my furs, my
exports, my properties and in more oblique ways about my
wealth and my standing in the community. As | did, | saw the
angles of her mouth curl and the whiskers above it bristle but |
babbled on.

“All that she said on the journey was, ‘We are nearly
there.’

““We turned into a broad road, followed its curve and
reached the main gates of the hospital. It was an old and
squalid building, with winding rusted fire-escapes and flaking
pipes reaching upwards along the dull red facade which show-
ed numerous cracks and strains in its monotonous lattice of
brick. Some of its windows were barred. There was smoke
spiralling from the hospital’s towering chimney.

Even the brightness of the day, with the sun shining and
the sky cloudless and blue, could not lift from that place its
sombre tone, its melancholy, its rank oppressiveness. It was a
tribute to my son, our son, | felt, that he chose to work in con-
ditions as poor as these. It hadn’t for one moment occurred to
me that . . . but wait, doctor, wait.

""We walked along dingy echoing corridors where the pain
was peeling and stale brown stains disfigured the walls. Grime
had set in the corners of the window-panes. Many of the lamps
were bare. Sonia walked ahead of me, wearing the same shab-
by grey coat she had worn the day before. Her ankles were
swollen. Not once did she look back, nor speak except to say,
‘We turn here’ or ‘To the left” or ‘The next floor’. Time and
again, | wanted to ask her, ‘Sonia, is it really you?’, and | had it
in mind to turn back, to leave, and in leaving, to shout after
her, ‘Forget it, Sonia, the whole thing never happened. Some-
day we will wake up and discover this was only a dream.’ But
the echoes of our steps, the rancid smells that came from God-
knows-where and the chatter of the nurses, orderlies and
visitors who passed confirmed the blunt reality of the situation.
I had committed myself too far to withdraw; and my con-
science too would not let me escape now.

“On the second floor, we entered a room, a workshop
where some fifteen people sat behind looms, boxes, benches
and lathes. It smelled of paint, leather and glue. Planks of chip-
board leant against the walls, leather bags hung from nails.
Near the door, one woman was punching holes into a circle of
felt while another was sorting beads into their different sizes.
Others were hammering, scraping, weaving, gluing. A young
man flitted from one to the other, straightening materials, mix-
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ing paints, opening jars, removing wastes. When we came in,
he approached Sonia. He was good-looking. | could feel my
pulse throbbing.

‘“*Ah, Mrs. Finkelstein’, he said.

" ‘Good afternoon, Mr. Simpson’.

"“The young fellow Simpson walked up to a thick-set man
bent over a lathe and placed a hand upon his shoulder. The sit-
ting man stood up and turned. He was big, tall and obese, and
had a mass of hair combed back, a protruding tongue and thick
lips which seemed to suck at air. Sonia approached him, took
him by a hand and drew him towards me.

‘Albert,” she said, ‘shake hands with your father.’

"I was sure that | heard laughter nearby. But Sonia’s ex-
pression was stone, the patients were preoccupied with their
separate tasks, the supervisor was bent over a cripple. In the
corridor, two orderlies with nothing to say walked by.

" 'Sonia’, | said, but could add nothing more. Albert stood
before me with his hand dutifully extended. His fingers were
stumpy, the nails were cut short and covered in dust. His skin
was soft.

"I heard Sonia say, ‘Did you expect a genius for a son?’
There were razors in her voice which cut into my very soul.

“’Somehow we spent fifteen minutes in that place. | asked
questions of Sonia, of Albert. How long? Why? How did he
manage? Who provided? What did he do? What was he mak-
ing? — Where he understood, he stammered outa reply. His
voice was deep and grating. Sonia nodded at his every effort to
comprehend.

“It is easier to write a long book than a short one. Why
prolong the story? After fifteen minutes, Sonia and | left.
Albert was back at his lathe. He had probably forgotten about
me already.

"On the journey back, | felt dizzy, nauseated. My nerves
were on edge. Sonia looked straight ahead.

" “Why didn’t you write me? To tell me?’

**And you would have replied, | suppose?’

‘I could have helped.’

" ‘Or changed address again.’

" ‘But had | known.’

" 'Yes? And had you known?’

‘| would have helped. With my money, we could have
found the best doctors, given him the best treatment, sent him
to the best hospitals’.

“Sonia snorted. The angle of her mouth twitched, the
mole on her chin quivered, her eyes narrowed and sank into
the softness of their swollen cushions. She didn’t say a word.

““Qutside my hotel, | handed Sonia a cheque for two thou-
sand dollars towards Albert’s keep. She threw it back in my
face.

" “We have managed till now,’ she said, ‘We'll manage
further’.

| opened the car-door. ‘Sonia,’ | said. ’_Wi{l you come to
me? We can look after Albert together, take him in with us. We
can still make something of our lives. The three of us. There
are. ..

"“She pumped at the accelerator. ‘But you are already
married, no?’, she said. ‘Your money, your fgctory, your pro-
perties, your reputation, your . . . your vanity. Why do you
want a washed-out rag?’

" ‘Sonia!’

" 'Yes?'

""‘Sonia, | meaniit.’

She blinked, shook her head, and pursed her dry grey
lips. ‘Maybe in the next life’, she said.

I shut the car-door. Sonia drove away.

“Later, | gave the cheque to the hospital. They have since
nailed up a plaque bearing my name."’

Joseph Silber straightened in his chair and laughed. His
wrinkles cut deep.

““Well, doctor, what’s my blood pressure?,”” he said. ""Am
| going to have a stroke?"’
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Just Published

PORTRAITS
OF

YIDDISH WRITERS

By

YITZHAK KAHN

“Kahn reveals himself as a lover of beauty, who rejoices in the discovery of golden poetic grains, and as a moral
personality in search of the inner nobility of each creative writer that he brings to our attention. "’

(Sol Lipstein)

"“Yitzhak Kahn's ‘Portraits of Yiddish Writers’ is a rare and valuable work . . . itis scholarly, instructive and pro-
found while remaining at all times lucid and accessible to the general reader.”’ (See review on page 11).
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